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HOOK THE THIRD. 

From 1797 lo 1H().5. 

St'CH was the Character aiul silc-h had been the professional Seiviros of IIc<5jtio Xel.son. 
wtien he succeeded in his 39lli year to the rank of Rear Admiral. 1 1 is sreal'ahilil ies and 
approved integrity were known and acknowledged throughout Kuroj)e, and had been 
extolled in the most littoral manner even by tliosc enemies u ho had si.verely felt their 
ascendancy. As a Commander, he not only possi*ssed the most unshaken valour and inex- 
haustible spirit of enterprise, but he also enjoywl the hajtpy and rare talent of inspiring 
his followers with an unbounded confidence of success in whatmer he undertook. The 
various and wonderful rCtsourccs of bis mind provided a remedy for iivery ('onlingencv. 
Patient of toil and hardship, but not o^Hnaction, covetous of honVair, but not of gold, he 
anxiously sought for situations of peril and exertion, whem ho might surpass the rest 
of his profession in supjporting the dignity of his King, and the iiuh'iiendtmee of his 
Country. The extraordinary, and as it were intuitive capacity of his mind created for 
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<)]>p(>rliinili(‘s of distinrlion in llic inosl foiTlora and jM'rplc\in<; situnlions. ■‘Slcclf 
when speakinif ol'(ll^»ry, (piolcs a passam; iVom Cimx) wliicli shews how amply il had lu'en 
^ at this lim«‘ ()l)laint*(j by Nelson: ‘'(’he jn'rlirlion of CJ lory is that, the people lovo- us, 
that they have (‘onfidence in us, that being afteeled with a eerlain adiniralion towards 
us, they think we deserve Honour.’ Sir Iliehard then subjoins the 1‘ollowiug passage whieh. 
was fully ex(‘ni|>lilied in the s»d)se(juenl lile ofythis Admiral; ‘ Ihil if one wi re to form a 
notion uf eonsummale (ilory under our eonsliliition, one must add to the above men- 
tioned felieities a eertain neeessarv inexislenee. and disrelish of all the rest without the 
prince’s favour. He should have riehes. power, honowr, eommand, glory ; Jnit riches, 
power, honour, command, and glory should have no charms*,, but as accompanied with the 
atli'ction of liis prince. lb* shoidd Ik.' popular because a favourite, and a favourite be- 
cause j)opular. ere it not to make the ('hanieler loo imaginary, 1 woulil give him 
sovereignly over some foreign territory, and make him esteem that an empty addition 
without the kind ri'gards ol‘ his own ju’ince. One may merely have an idea of a man 
thus <-ompos('d and eircumsianlialed ; and if he were so made for power without an inea- 
])aeily of giving jealousy, he woidd be also glorious without possibility ul’ receiving disgrace. 
'J’his humility and this importance must make his OlonV* immortal.’ 


f.olU) M':r.soM’.s memoir of fiis services. 

1»AUT III. 

* «. 

‘’In Aprjl, I7il7i ^ IioisUmI my (lag as Reat^Atlmiral ol' llie fRiiv, an<l 
v\as seni lo bringdown I In* garrison of .Porlo bVrrajo; winch service per- 
lonncd, f sliilu^d iny llttg I’roni ihc Capliiin lo ihc.Tlicsens on May ihc 
^71 h, ;nid was cm]>loycd in I lie coniinainl oI llic inner s(|nadron at the 
blockade of Cadi/, ll was during ibis jieriod lhal jierhaps iny |>('rsonal 
courage was more eonspietions thiiii at any oilier part of iny life: In an 
attack of lli(‘ Spanisl/gnn-boats T wasboanhul in niy barge with its coni- 
inon crew of len men, coxswain, (^iptairfl^Veemanllo and mystdf, by th(^ 
commander of the gnn-boats; the Spanish barge rowed twenty-six oars, 
bcsitlcs ollict rs, thirty men in the whole. I’his was a service hand to 

• Spt*c!fUor, 



Jiand with swords, in wliicli ii<y coxswain, .lolin S^kcs, now no more, * 
twice saved my life, biigliiccn (d‘ the Spaniards hein**- killed and several 
AVOurid<*d, we succeeded in taking ihcir commander. ' On The lolli of. 
July, 1797t I sailed I'or J\*nerilV<‘; lor lln* cNeiil J rel»*r lo mv hMIcr on 
tlial expedition. TIaving tin’ll Ip.st. my right arm, for lliis loss and my 
I'ormer services His Majcsiy was/please<l lo sellle on me a peiiNioir of 
loot)/, a year. By some iinlncky inismanagi’iiienl ol’ my arm 1 was 
obliged I o go to England' and.it was the l.'tih of Decemher, 17075 he- 
fore the siirgi’ons pronounced me fit for service. On the l|)lli of J)ccein- 
l)(‘r the Vanguard was coinniissioned for my Hag ship. On llic lirsi of 
April, 170»^, I saih’d with a convoy from Spithcad; at the hack of llic 
Wight the Aviinl coming to tin* westward I was forced lo return l(» St. 
ilclcns, and iinally .saih’d on the !)th of .April, carr\iiig a c«)nvoy lo 
Oporto and Lisbon. 1 joined Karl St. Vincent olf (.'aili/, on April 'JJtlli; 
on the 30th 1 was ordered into the M<*ditcrranean. 1 r<’fer lo the 
jirinted Narrative ‘ of iny proceedings lo the close of the battle ol' the 
Nile. 

“ On the 22d of Septemln’r, 1700, 1 arriveil at Naph’.s, and was 
receivijd as a deliverer by the King, Queen, and the whole Ivingdoni. 
October 12th the blockadi; of Malta took placi*, which has continued 
without inlermissioii lo this <lay.^ On the 21st of December, 1700, Mis 
Sicilian Majesty and h'a'inily cmbarkctl in the VangiianI, ai d weix* car- 
ried to Palermo in Sicily. In Vlarch, 1700, I arranged a plan for taking 
the island.s in the bay of Naples and for siip[)oiiing the Royalists who 
were making head in the kingilom. This plan succi’edeil in every part. 
In May T shifted my ilag, being promoted to be Rear Admiral of tli<’ Ib’il, 
to the Koiidroyant, and was obliged to be on my guard against the Kri’iicli 
lleet. Ill June and July, I70fh I went lo Naples, ami, as Mis .'’Sicilian 
Majesty is pleased to .sa\'^, reconquered his kingiloni, and placed him on 

*» See in Appendix, N* 1. the Memorial of Sevviee whii-li was pre.sriiicd. 

A thill octavo pamphlet drawn up from the minutes of Ca|)taiti Ik-ri v. 

** The orighial MS. of this &JLdinoir irns written by Lord Nelson jit Port Malion, Oirtolier 171M). See llio 
I'uc Simile of liis letter accompanying ii, Vol. 1. • 
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his lliroiio. Oil llic Dili of Aiiiyiisl I lii’OHjrhl His Siriliaii Majesty hack to 
Palermo, having iJici'ii iipuards of lour weeks on hoard the Fondroyant. 

, “ On ihe l3thMdis Sicilian Nfajesly presented mt; with a Sword inag- 

nificently I'liriehed with diamonds, tlie title of l)nk<^ of Bronte, and an- 
nexed to it the fend of Bronte supposed to In' worth 3000/. per annum. 
On the arrival of the Uiissian s([nadron(at Naples, 1 directed Commodore 
d’ronhridge to go with tin* sipiaiiroii aiuKhloekade closely Cj^ita Veeehia, 
and to olhn* tin* I'reneh most favoiirahle conditions if they' would evaenale 
Bonn* ami (’i\ita \ t'cehia, which terms the f’reinll General Grenier com- 
plied with, and tln'V w «*!•<* signc'd on hoard the (hilloden; when a pro- 
fdn'cy made to me on my arrival at Naples was fnllilled, viz. That 1 should 
tahe liou/e nith ships, "riiiis may he eveniplilled hy my life, that. 
Perseverance in any prolessioii will most prohahly mei't its reward: With- 
out having any inheritance, or having hemi fortunate in prize-money, I 
]ia\(* received all the honours of my profession, hei'ii creat(*d a Peer of 
(•reat Britain, &e. &;c. and 1 jiiay say to the Reader, ‘ (Jo thou and no 

MKEW isi:.’ 
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ROOK THE THIRD. • i 

I 

SIXTION I. 

FroiA fils advnnrmenl Khen in the Malitcrrnnean to the rank of Rear dihniral, to his nmva/ at \ap/cs after the 

licttfe of the Sik. 

WHILST SKIIVING ON MOAUn lilS MaJk.STYS SHIPS IRRFSISTI bm:, CAPTAIV, THKSJUS 

A\D VANfil ARJ). 

’ T^rE departure of our fleet" from the Mcditernineiin had been observed with exultation 
. by our (Micniies, as it cnablixl them in greater security lo make |)n;|)aralion$ for llieir in- 
tended Expedition from Tonlon. The victory of February 14 and the l)lockadc t)f (Jadiz 
had cheeked but not [trevenlcd their ambitious designs. 'Dieir General, in one of those 
rhetorical flourishes which gmtilicd his own vanity and that of the French Nation, thus 
addressed his troops after the captures of Mantna: ‘ The colours of J'Vanee,' (rxclaimed the 
Corsican, ‘wave for the first time on the Adriatic shores, opposite to and within Iwenly- 
four hours sail ol‘ ancient Macedonia. The Kings of Sardinia and Naples, the I’o|)(r and 
the Duke of Parma arc detached from the eoalilion of our emanies, and are leagued in 
friend'stiip with us. - You have chased the English from Leghorn, (li-noa and Coi-siea, but 
you have not yet finished your career: a more splendid aehievemenl is in reserve.’ 

As soon as Sir John Jervft had refitted his fleet at ] jsbon, he proceeded lo reinlbree 
Nelson’s siimulron in the blockade of Cadiz: on which slalion the hitter had arrived in the 
beginning of April. Previous to this the (.'aptain hud joined the Rear Admiral, when he 
hml hoisted his flag on board his old ship, still commanded by Caplain Miller. 

The various and imjwrtanf services which he had rendered his Country did not I'ail to 
make that impression on his Sovereign, whicli the too anxious mind.of Nelson had rather 
hoped for than expected; but to be admitted into one of the noble orders of Knighthood, 
and without solicitation, was a mark of favotu’ peculiarly adapted lo gratify his loval dis- 
position, and an ambition which had hitherto Iwcn often morlified. Information of this 
intended honour was communicated to him by Lord Spencer-in the handsomest manner, 
March 17> 1797: ‘ Sir: I have, his Majesty’s commands to acipiaint you, that in order to 
mark his Royal Approbation of your successful and gallant exertions on seveiid occasions 
during the course-of the present war imlhe McdiUwranean, and more particularly of your 
veiy distinguished conduct in the glorious and brilliant Victory obtained over the Fleet of 
Spain by his Majesty’s fleet under the command of Admiral Sir John Jervis on the 14th 
of February fast; his Majesty has been plea.scd to signify his inlention of conferring on 
voi. II. c 
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vou ilir Most ITotu>ural)lc Order of the liulli, willi which it is Tlis Majesty’s. pleasure that 
you should h(' invesled, Avhen the proper measures can l)e taken I’or that j)urp/jse. 1 have 

ort'al salisraction in eVinmunicating to you this very distinguished mark of the Uoyjil 

■* 

approbation.’ — 'I’he Atyniral in his reply, dated April .^d, requested his Jandsliip, who 
had St) favourably represented his services to tin? King, to pr(\sent his most profound and 
huml)l(' aeknowledirinent to his Majt'sty. 

In writing on the same day to 11. U. 11. the Duke of Clarence, his sentiments on this 
joy fid occasion were thus expressei l: ‘ VourlloyHj Highness who has known me for every 

hour upwards of sixteen veal’s will do me justice in saying, that at no one period of my 

■ 

life did my zeal and duly to my King and Country' abate and I must rejoice in having 
gained the good opinion of my .Soveivign, which 1 once was given to understand I had no 
likelihood of enjoying. AVith evi ry sentiment of the most dutiful altaelnnenl, believe me 
to be your Iloyal llighncss’s faithful servant.’— A reference to his letter to Mrs. Nelson, 
W'ill shew with what an humble disposition this joy was tempered, wluni a cottage near 
Norwich in his native county was all he reipiireil. ‘ 'rhough wc i-an afford no more 
than a Collage, yet with a contented mind, my dearest Fanny, my Chains, Medals, and 
Ribbons are all sufficient. AVe must be contented with a litth^ and the cottage near Nor- 
wich or any other place you like better, will I assure you satisfy me. Do not mention 
this mark of the Royal favour to auy one except my Fathiu’. Be assured whether my 
IcltiM’s are long or short, yet still that my heart is entirely with you.* With love to my 
Father believe me your most atli’ctionalc husband.’ 

The folloiving letter addressed to .Mr. M‘Arlhur, is om; amongsj. many that were at 
this time written by the Admiral in answer to congratulations on the battle of St. Vincent: 
it breathes the energy and liberality of mind that were peculiar to his character. Capluhi, 
(>[}' Cadiz, Ajn il 10, 1797. ‘ ^lany thanks, my dear Sir, for your most kind congratulations 
on our late success; but I hope the good people of F.ns|land. w'ijl soon havt; something else 
to talk about, more recent victories; for if our shijis arc but carried close by the otlieei’s, 
1 will answer for a British fleet being always sui’cessful. 'I’he Spaniards threaten us they 
will come out ami take their revenge, the soqner the bclti:r; but 1 will not believe it till I 
see it, and if they do, what will the mines of Mexico or Peru signify compared with the 
honour I iloubt not we shall gain by fighliijg an angry Don? They will have thirty sail of 
the line, wi^ twenty or Iwenly-tw'o. 1 fear however we shall have a peace before they arc 
read v. 'Vc ha ve reports of great expected changes ; whoever is Aninisler will 1 hope get 
us an honourable peace. I supjiose a ship is to be .sent out for me, but 1 hope not the 
Cibraltar. The Captain is little belter than a wreck. AA'hen you see Lord Hood 1 beg 
you w ill make my kindest remembrances to his Lordship and Lady Hood, and believe me, 
my dear Sir, your much obliged.’ 
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Having received inslructiuns from Sir John Jervis to render the blockade of Cadiz as 
strict as possible, the Hear Admiral issued his orders accordingly on the lllh to the respec- 
tive Captains under his coimnand; and also informed the America.!/ ajul I)ani.sh Consids, 
at Cadiz, That in fiiliirc no neutral vessel would be pcTinilled to <i^|iter or Ic-avc that port, 
unless by leave obtained from the Coinniandcr in Chief: * I shall endeavoniv* milled Nelson 
when writing to his Admiral, ‘ by fair means to accomplish your wishes in the blockade. 

1 h.'ive myself no idea that ihefipanish fleet i^’ill be ri'ady for sea. foj’ some months; and 
I own, -Sir, that my feelings are alive for the syitfel.}' of our Army from Elba. Jf the Erench 
get out two sail qf the line, which I am confident they may do, our troojis are lost, and 
what a triumph would that lie to them ! 1 know you have many diflicidties to conti'iid 
with, but I am anxious that nothing shoulil miscarry under your orders. II’ you think a 
detachment can be spared, I am ready to go and do my best for thi'ir jirotection. At all 
events I trust you will not imagine tluit my taking the great liberty of thus mentioning my 
ihoughls, arises from any other motive than afl’eclion towards you.’ 

Sir John Jervis to ^^^ar Admiral Nedson, dated off Cadiz, April 1'2, 17fl7- 

‘ Dear Sir; 1 return you very man}' thanks for your I'riendly hint about the garrison of 
Porto Eerrajo and your offer to go in quest of it; which I avail myself of by sending you 
orders to proceed with the Capfain, Colossus and la'ander to (iibraltar, and after they 
arc completed in their water and provisions, to make the Ix^sl of your way up the Medi- 
lermnean. I liave reason 'to think the garrison is on’ its passage to (bbraltar under the 
charge of Captain Ereemanlle in the Inconstant. I left him to his own judgment, formed 
on the intelligence ho might be possessed of at the moment of departure; promising no- 
thing, but that I would protect him from Jack ’Spaniard by blocking up this port. ’I'lii' 
Terpsichore and Dido are going ofl’ Santa Cruz in tlu; island of 'rencrilfe, to ascertain 
whether the A^iceroy of Mexico be actually there. 

‘ My letters from England are of very old date; the only interesting jiaragraph is that 
Lord Howe was to leave Bath for London on the 20lh of Alarcli, in order to be invested 
with the late Marquis of Bath’s Order of the Garter, which event was made known to him 
by letter under His Majesty’s own hand.’ 

The enterprising mind of Nelson continued to indulge a hojK* of obtaining the rich 
prize which the Viceroy of Mexico was on board; and the idea that his Exi’cllency might 
have taken a temporary refuge in Tenerili’e, directed the atlention of the Rear Admiral to 
that island. The minute information which in a short time he acquired, is detailed in a 
letter to Sir J. Jervis, April 12, 1797: * My dear Sir: Troubridgt^ talked to me last night 
about the Viceroy at Tcnerifte. Since I first believed it was possible that his Excellency 
might have gone there, 1 have endeavoured to make myself master of the situation and 
means of approach by sea and land. I shall begin by sea. I’he Spanish ships generally 
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moor with hvo cal)li;.s lo llio s<'a aiul four cables from their sterns to tlie shore; therefore, 

allhou<r|i \vt' mishl siiH lo be masters of them should the wind not come otV. ^hc; .shore, it 

aloes not appear corlili'i we should succeed so completely as we niiu;hl wish. As lo any 

Opposition, ('\eepl iro/ natural impediments, I should not think it Mould avail. 1 do. not 

rt'ckoii myself e(pial lo lilakc;’^ but if J recolleel right, he Mas mon^ obliged lo the M’iud 

coming «)tl’ tlie land, than lo any exertions of his own: Fortune favoured the gallant 

attempt and may do so again. i>ul it bec(l(m(‘.s my dut}' lo state all the dillicullies, as you 

have done me the honour to desire me lo eiVer on the subject. 

■ . ^ * •• 

‘ 'J’he approach by sea lo the anchoring place is under very high latui, passing ijiree 
rallies; therefore the M'ind is either in from the sea, or s(|u'alj,y M’ith calms from the moun- 
tains. Sometimes in the night a ship may gel in uith the land wind and mo<leratc M^ea- 
iher. So much for the s<'a attack. M’hich if you approv*' .1 am ready and M'illing lo look 
at, or lo carry into execution. lUit now comes my plan, M’hieh coidd not fail of success, 
Mould immortalise the undertakers, ruin Spain, and has every prospect of raising our 
Country lo a higher pilch of M'eallli than she ever yet attained: but here soldiei’s must be 
<‘ousidled, and [ knou' from <‘X|)erienee, excc'pling (b'neral OMIara, they have not the 
same boldness in undertaking a. political measure that m'c have: u’c look lo the benciil of 
our Coimtry, and risk our omu liune ev«‘ry day lo scrv<* her: a Soldier obi^ys his orders 
and no more, l»y saying soldiers should be consulted, you u ill guess I mean the army of 
:>,7(K3 men from FIba, M-ilh eannoh, mortal's and I'very implcmeril now embarked; they 
M'ould do the business in thre<> days, probably much less. I will undertake with a very 
small s(|uadroii lo do the naval part. 'I’he shore,,a I though not very, easy of acce.ss, yet is 
so sleep that the transports may run in afid land the army in om^ day. 'J’hc M'atcr is con- 
veyed lo the loM'u in Mooden troughs; this supply cut olf, would probably induce a very 
spi'i'dy surrender: good terms for the Iom u, private properly .secured t'or the islanders, and 
only the delivi-rv of ptiblic stores and I’oreign merchaiidisc demanded, M ilh threats of utter 
destruction if one gun is fired. - Ju short the busine.ss could not miscarry. 

‘ Now it conu's Ibr me to discover M'hat might induce (lencral de lUirgh lo act in this 
business. .All the risk and responsibility must rest Milh’you. A fair re|)re.senlalion .should 
also be made by you of the great national advantages that Mould arise to our (amntry, 
and of the ruin that* our success Mould occasion to Sjiain. Your opinion besides should 

be slaleil, of the superior advantages a fortnight thus employed would be of lo the army, 

• 

‘ c•(3ll.st.'Ul^ly iiioiifitjns this (iftici r ii.s if he harl jM-rccivccI the reseiiiljl.'ince which lu? bore to hiinscif. In 

April Ui.)7> Admiral Hiakis ha\iiig ri'ci’ivr'd information that six Spnnisli galleons laden with silver and (on other 
"liips liad juit into Santa (.'rnz at TcncrillV*, immediately resolved to attempt ilcstroying tlieni. He succeeded in 
the afldck and hiirnl the whole S|Kmish fleet down to the winter’s edge, except two ships which sunk; and then 
(ht: wiml V(N ring to the S.W'. he passcil with the fleet safe out of Die ]>ort again, losing in this dangerous, allcra pt 
onl\ is iiK.ii killed, and having about 120 wounded. {CampbelCn Admirah, 11. />. 570 
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lo whal <'hcy<‘oul<l do iit l^orlugal; and that of the six oi- seven millions slerlintr, llie army 
should have one half. If this sum were thrown into eirculalion ii, Kngland wliat mijilit 
not be d«)ne. It would insui-c an honourable ])caee with innunier,(jblc other blessings. It 
has long oceupietl iny thoughts. 

‘ Should General dc Ihirgh not ela^ose to act, after having all these; blessings for our 
Country stated to him which arc ahnost put 'into our hands, we must h.M)k to Gcaieial 
0‘llara. The Royals, about 6'(K), are in the ileet with artillery sutheient I'or the, ])urpose. 
You have the power of stopping the stoj'(;ships; 10(K) more men w'ould still insure the 
business for Tenerifre never lyas iM^sicgcd, therefore the hills that cover the town are not 
fortified to resist any atlein|)t of taking them by storm; the rest must follow— a fleet of 
ships and money to reward the vietoi's. lint 1 know with you, and 1 can lay my hand on 
iny lu'art and say the same'. It ix the honour ami prosperiti/ of our Country that kv wish to 
extend.’ 


The daring heroism of Nelson on tlu; 14-th of rebruary, which had been rewartled by 
the inunificenci* of his .Sovereign, was also mark(;d by various eorporati' bodies as claim- 
ing their thanks. In addition to those of the Irish Parliament which he received from Sir 
John Jervis, .iXpril 1.0: he had also transiiiilted to him the resolutions of tin* city of llristol, 
and of the Grand Jury of the, county of Staftbrd, expressive of tin; high sense which they 
all re.spcctivcly entertained' of his brav(;ry and gidlant i*onduct on that day. 

In the mean time being d(;tached from the fleet to secure the safety of the troops niuh'r 
General de. Burgh, lu: had been Joined off Cabrila, on the day after he left Sir.l. Ji'i vis, 
by the Seahorse, Caroline, and Southampton, and on the l.'itli of April by the Meleager. 
In gi;tting to the eastward he spoke every vessel he met with to obtain information, and 
w'as repeatedly told, that a French. sipiadroii, of four sail of the line, a frigate and a lirig, 
were oil' the southern end of Minorca. The Southampton parted company in ehac*-; on 
the 18th and 19lh of Ajiril he passed Iviea, and IVIajorea, and within gun-shot of Port 
Mahon with a strong wind at N. W. ‘ w'hich pjrobably,' added he, in a letter lo his Com- 
mander dated April 21, oft’ the southern end of Corsica, ‘ bh'w the French shijis under St. 
Fetors in the island of Sardinia: this morning with inexpressible jdeasure 1 bcludd the Con- 


voy, w'hich 1 .shall hope to see safe into Gibraltar, and 1 dispatch Gibson to tell you this 
good new's. I hope you will pmss General 0‘llara about 'renerifli*, whal a stroke’ it would 


be! All is lost in Italy, the whole slate. of Venice is actually French, 'rrieste is said to be. 


also in their possession, an<l that Buonapaite is within 150 miles of Vienna with lofMKK) 
men. The Archduke Charles is fortifying some pass to make a stand ; but there si'cnis 
no prospect of slopping these extraordinary jwople. The Si'ahorse is oiu; of the. best 
ordered ships I have ever met with; Captain Oakes inteiuls lo speak to you about going 
on shore to Lisbon for his health, - or quilting to return home; he is most exceedingly 


VOL. ti. 


x> 
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ill. r lia\e Miilli'ii lA CiibraUar for llio agnU of (ransporls and llic agent viclua’Ior to hr 
prepari'd lo i xpodilc »Miy departure, lliat 1 may join you and be ready tor another scr- 


\ ice. 


) 


111 a letter to II. R. II. the Duke of Clarence, dateil olF Cape de Gatle, April .‘30, 1797, 
Ntlson more clearly deMTibed the erilieal situation in which this Convoy had lx.'eii ])hieed. 

‘ Sir: 'I’he rrench sipiadron, of four sail of the line, one frigate and a brig, were seen from 
Minorca only twenty-two hours Iw'l'ore I passed it on the l})th in my way up. 1 observed a 
man of war brig evidently looking at us; but my charge was too important lo &cj)araUvone 
ship in ehaee of her, especially as the .S<‘ahorse, Southampttan, and Meleager had jiarted 
eom(iany; for imtil this garrison is sale down, I do not think our business is well iinished. 
I spoke a Danish 1‘rigate just now, si\ days from Malaga, who says the Spanish fleet is 
certainly ordered to come* out of Cadi/; this redoubles my an.viely to join my Admiral, 
for I should seriously lament being absent on such an occasion, especially as I believe it 
will lie the last on many accounts; tirsl, that 1 think we should finish their marine, and 
next, that my ln'alth is getting so indiflerent from w'ant of a few months repose and the 
pains I sufli'r in my inside, that I cannot serve, unless it is absolutely neci:ssary, longer 
than this sumiiK'r. In October I intend to ask permission to return lo Kngland until 
I’l'liniarv, should th<* war still continue; and when it is considered that I have lK*en four 
years and nine months without one' moment’s repose for body or mind, I trust credit will 
be gi\en me that 1 do not sham. I have sent poor Cuj)lain Oakes w ith the Mc'leager to 
look for some Spanish frigates, his health is most ilistressing, and I have strongly rceom- 
meiuled to him to go home, and if he is fortunate in taking a frigate, 1 am in hopes he 
will. As I know your Royal Highness’s regard for this ofllcer, I must be interested about 
him.’ 

Itiar Adntifnl Xcison to Sir John Ji.rris, Jatvd Captain oji' ('aju' Palos, ^fap 1, 1797. 

Dear .Sir: As 1 shall send away the Rose cutter the moment I see the Hock, you will 
know from her that we are in the fair Avay for arriving safe at Oibrallar. The Seahoi-se 
and Mtdeager are ordered to be there on the 4lh, Melt'ager landing the Kinperor of Mo- 
rocco’s ckx'k in her way. I liavi* not inteifered with Captain Freeinantle’s charge and 
arrangement of the (.\mvoy, it coidd not be in better hands; therefore 1 only overshadow 
them Avith my wings. 1 have the satisfaction lo tell >ou, that all the troops except the 
Hoyals avIio were abvays intended to be embarked in tin* sinps of Avar, arc on board the 
transports, Avilh the excejition of lAventy and General Ilorneck avIio are in two vessels 
laden Avith Avine. I oflered to take 100 men into each of my squadron, but I found there- 
Avas not the smallest necessity tor it. 1 hope. Sir, you Avill stale this liict at home, as it 
AAould have been a severe reflection on me, not lo hav<* left what Avas necessary fur the 
embarkation of the army. 1 rejoice in thi.s opportunity of vindicating my conduct, and bew 
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leave ag}»yi to .recommend LiculenanlDav, a^enl lur transporh, to y|)iir nolii-e, I |))a« ed 
my reliance, on liis jiidomenl not to leave, a ship more than was necessary, and 1 ha\e 
not l»ccn dcccixed. A more mdous, adiv<! otliceras awnt lor lrans]iorls 1 nev(‘r met with. 
Gemu'ul do Bur(>h also speaks of him in llut higlicsl terms, and I h<>p(' the transport hoard 
will keep their promise of recommen^ling those oliicers in their service who einiiiciitly dis- 
tinguish themselves, which, 1 lake upon me to say. Lieutenant Day has not oidy done at 
llastia, but at Porto I'Vrrajo; for his eonduet at the former place you wen* so good, •>ii 
my slating his services, to n'comiiiend him to the Admiralty, and 1 should not do justice 
to his JV'laje.sty’s service were I itot to ufgt? it again. I have the j)leasur(' to add, that all 
the Ca|)iains under my orders have eoiuUu*lcd lln’tnsc'lves like zealous good oliicers.’ 

Sir John Jervis answered Nelson’s former Idler n‘specling 'rencriH'e, on the (ilh of 
IVIay, 17J)7 • ‘ ^My dear .\dmiral: Hraea Forte Mas ei'rtainly not arrived at Santa Cruz at 
the lime vve had the report from JJsbon, and I rather imagine is not destined ihillwr. A 
(idioese vesst‘1 from tla'iice informed lloweii and l'roul)ridge some days aflcrM-ards, liiat 
tlie two re.gisler shijis helonging to the Philippine Company M'cn* lying there in great 
security, and had not landed their trcasuri^; a dismasted French privateer was also in the 
bay. 'J'he (jvmoese told Troulmdgc that lloweii stc-ered directly for Santa Cruz when he 
]>arled M'ilh liim, thMormiued to cut them out. 1 have since scut IJallowell jmd Coekhimi 
thither; au'd to cruise with a roving commission as long as ihcir provisunis last, calling in 
at I’unehall for water. Ten<*riH'e, therdbre, not being the great objec t it was wlien yon 
*j^gg»‘slcd the <*nlerprise, atid the Spanish Iwing numerous, 1 must eoiieeulrale all 
iny force of line of battle shij)s and frigates. I have Mrillon so strongly to Lord Spc'uccr 
and Nopc'an upon ihd subject of a reinforeenienl, exclusive of my private* ldl(*r, that 1 
camiol entertain a doubt of its being sent. To Nepean I said (private) ‘ 'I’hat in a distant 
cannonade M'hich 1 cannot prevent, 1 may have four or live sliips erippk*il and llu* c*n«'iny 
none, when a drawn battle would l)e llte conM*qucuce, whic h would bring John lJull upon 
my back, and compel a public encpiiry.’ You will, 1 am sure, be* as glad to see me, as J 
shall lie to sec yon. 

‘ Git)son lias this moment airivcd, and brings me the glad tidings of your fortunate 
jrfiiction with Freemanlle : YouV zeal and judgm(*nt insure the success of llu? most dillic*i)lt 
mission. Gibson was chased by four S|Kmish frigate's, who com[K‘llc*d him to niii from 
Cape Palos as high, as Ivica, Ix'forc? he could gel <*lcarof them. — We seldom disagree*, but 
in llie inslanceofthclelLerfivin Rear Admiral Park(*r, which foolishly got into tin* papeiN, 
I totally dilfer with you; for it appears by the letter that iMoreiio co\t‘r<*d Cordova m the 
evening, and the Rear Admiral shall go to Leon and prove* the lelte*r. if Mortmo ri*ejuires 
it: this is due to a brave man under persecution. I very much ajipreive the letter you 
propose to send with the newspapers.’ 
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On i1k' IJHh of Afjiy, 1797» whilst the Roar Admiral was dolainod in Gibralipbay, lie 
issued tlie orders he had received from Sir John Jervis, respecting the subsequent destina- 
tion and victualling otyiu* shi])s under Cajiiain Frceiiianth*. On the 20th, having received 
a lecjuesl iroiii Mr, Siiiqison, the American consul, to protect twelv«; American vessels who 
were lying in the bay of Malaga, unable to proceed on account of thre<? French privaleei's 
by whom the Americans were closely Matched; the Admiral returned for answer, ‘ I shall 
immediately grant the protection you have n'rpiested, by sending the Andromache, Cajitain 
]\f ansHt'hl, to-morrow ofl' Malaga, adio will protC(;t the vessels close to the'emst of Ihirbary, 
M'here you tell me they will consider themselves safe. In* thus freely granting the protec- 
tion of the Jlritish flag to the subjects of the United States, 1 am sun* of fulfilling the 
wishes of my Sovereign, ami I hope of strengthening the harmony which at present so 
happily subsists between the tw'O nations.' — Having Joined the fleet and his ship the Cap- 
tain being in so bad a state. Nelson shifted his flag towards the end of the month on board 
the 'riiescus. Captain Miller still accompanying him; and Captain Aylmer succeeded to 
the Ca|>tain. 

The increasing strength of the Combined Fleet again rendered the situation of our Squa- 
dron under Sir John Jervis extremely critical. In writing.to II. R. li. the Duke of Clarence 
from olf Cadiz, May 26’, Nelson touched on this and other naval subjects. ‘ Sir: 1 beg 
leave to return you my most sincere. acknoM'ledgmenLs for the three letters I have received 
from your Royal Highness. Whatever confidence you are jileascd to repose in me will 
not, I trust, be misplaced; but my conduct and not my words must prove this .... Our 
M'cstern p<irts in Ireland might surely Ik* more u.sed, and stores procured as easy as at 
Gibraltar, liisbon, Ac. A plan with little cxpence might be formed for always having a 
largi: Squadron to the westward of England. We rejoice hei’c at the certainty of soon 
re«*eiving large ivinforcements, which as the combined fleet will very soon be forty sail of 
the line must be acci'ptable; and we found our belief on the abundance of spare ships that 
are at the disposal of the Admiralty; for, although we are so interior, w’C find that a Si^ua- 
tlron under Lord Hugh Seymour is m’lually cmising on our station.' — In writing also to 
his wife on the 27th of May, he expressed himself deeply hurt with the aljovc circum- 
stance — ‘ How government can answer for this act I cannot guess, but I have done. We 
are at anchor off Cadiz in sight of the whole Spanish fleet, 1 am barely out of shot of a 
Spanish Rear Admiral.' • 

On the AOtli of May, the Commander in Chief having given out his orders res{)ecting 
the tiring of twenty-one guns, and three feux de joie, on the ensuing birth-day of the King, 
from each of the ships of the squadron. Rear Admiral Nelson was directed on sending a 
dispatch to the Spanish Admiral, to inform D. Josef de Mazarredo of the royal salute 
that had been ordered : upon which Nelson’ wrote as follows. * I embrace, Sir, the oppor- 



lunity of assuring you. of juy liigli csk'cin lor your characior. 'I'iu* -Jilli of Jinu- hring ilu* 
birllHiay ol my Royal Alaslor, Sir John Jervis iiiloiuls firing a royal salute at, eight o’elcKk 
in titp evening, instead of the usual lime al one o’eloek in the afteiluMHi: and has desired 
me lo mention il to your Kxeelleney that the ladies al Cadix nuiy^ioi he alarmed.’ Don 
Josef, with the high spirit of an old Castilian, replied, ‘ TImt flir <‘ciural tcish uf ihv Hfmimh 
Nation could nut but accord with so ausiust a niofiic.’ 

Hear Admiral hiclsou to Sir .1. Jervis, K. H. dated Theseus, Mai/ 31, 1797. 

‘.My dearSii-^ J never have a. letter from the Dvike of Clai-etwe, Init H. R. 11. mentions 
you. 1 have mislaid that of Ajvril .5th, tjr I shouhl haw* ihought it nty einty to have s«>nl 
it. His Royal 'Highness tln’n'in said. Mi/ best zeishes and coiiip/hnents attend the il/ustiioiis 
Jcrviif; tell him 1 admire, him. I envij him, and f sinccreli/ hope his fleet uHt mm fall in « ith the 
Dollars. A letter from an hiimhler pim eame lo me at (Jihraltar. Collingvvooel, and his 
sentiments are, I am confident, those of the whole Ihs'l - / have a /rirat desire our Admiral 
should be a Marquis this summer, his hright honours will rcjleet on all of us.' 

In writing lo Mr. M‘Arlhur, June 1, he added, ‘ We are off Cadiz with a gn-aler infe- 
riorily than before. We have every day Hags of tniee, th<; Dons hopi* lor peace, bill must 
soon light us if the war goes on., J wish il was all «)ver, for 1 eannol fag nnieh longer; 
and, to please our fleet, 1 hear that a sipiadron is looking out in the limits of this slalion 
Hir the galleons daily exjieelod; wlial a sjx'cial mark of favour to us. who aii* enabling 
them lo eruisc so imieli al their case. Relieve me, dear Sir, your obliged and failhful ser- 
vant. P. S. Sam. Hood is gone I hope to get riches, sure lo gel honour.’ 

The next mark of eonfideneo which Nelson received from his .Vdmiral was, the being 
appointed lo commaml the in-shoro stpiadron olf Cadiz; a post of honour well adapted 
lo so vigilant and daring a spirit. It w'as his constant custom every niglil, when ihe boats 
were on their stations ofl' the mouth of that harbour, lo be rowed in his barge through 
the whole force, and, with his w'onlcd attention, lo inspect every thing that was going on. 
'riic following order from Sir John Jervis, June 5, 17})7, ndak's to this perilous service, and 
will convey some idea of the determined manner in which il was eonduek’tl. ‘ The Com- 
mander in Chief thinks il expedient, from intelligenee lately received, that the lannehi s 
anti barges of the two divisions under Vico Admiral 'riiompson and Rear Admiral P.irker, 
.should assemble on board the Theseus between nine and ten o’eloek every night, armed 
with earronades, pikes, eullatises, brotul axes and chopping knives, a elam|) in eai'h hoal, 
with spikes, a sledge hammer, and a coil of small rope to tow off any armed brig, mortar 
or gun-boat, that is carried, and follow the directions of Rear Admiral NeNon llir ihe 
night:’ and on the same day another order was issued, that the launehes and barges were 
on that evening to be alongside the Theseus by half past seven o’clock; and llu'sc were 
supported by gun-boats properly fitted for. that particular serv ieo. 
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Nohvillistamliiiu: fclu' vigilanrc and walrlifulnoss wliich this station honrly,rcqi|iri’d dnr- 
ini; both (lay and ni<i;hl, iIh' ^tcalons mind of Nolson contimiod to Im* intent on the expe- 
dition h(' had propose^to 'I’eneritfe; and on the 6'th of .lane, he received a secojul l«‘ller 
from Sir John Jervis respectinsj; it. ‘ iMy dear .Vdiniral : If I obtain a reinforcement. of 
four ships of the line, as 1 have ivason to believe I shall from the slrona; manner I [ml the 
necessity of the measure in my public letter to Nepean, and private corres[)ondence with 
Lord S|)enccr; 1 will delai h you with the 'I'heseus, Culloden, Zealous; Leander, Emerald 
and Andromache, with ordei's to attempt the snr[)rise of Santa Cm/ in till! Cirand Canary. 
'I’crpsichore Bowcii shall also be of the part}’; bti’l I rely" chiefly on the local knowledf^e 
of (laplain 'I’hompson of the JA'ander. Turn this in your mind; for the momeiil the ex- 
pected ships arrive, I will dash you oil/ Admiral Nelson immediately returned the follovv- 
inji answer. ‘ My dear Sir: Mr. Jackson' has delivered mc' your contidi'ulial letter: you 
may depend upon me. I want nolhinir but what we have, except two five-inch howitzers, 
two four or six-[>oundeiN, field pieces, .')()() shells, some cases of fixed ammunition, and two 
or thrc(' artillcryincn (no oflicer) to fix the fusees and a devil cart. AVilh this and what you 
projvose, I hav(‘ no doubt of doitvi; the Job as it ou^hl to be, th(‘ momenl the shij>s come 
in sight. 1 also want twenty ladders, the si/<' and dimensions 1 will gel from the carpenter 
of ihi' Blenlu'im, lat(' of the Cajvlain, who has made proper ones, which one man could 
carry for escalade, for my use in former limes.’ 

On the next day, June 7i Sir John .Icrvis mplied : ‘ Vour train of artillery, fixed am- 
munition, artillery, and devil carl will be supjdied cheerfully by (leneral O'Hara. 'r(‘rpsi- 
chore Bowen will com(‘ with the bomb vessel, and shall Ikv senl for them llu' momenl I 
have notice of the ap[)roach of' Ihe reinforcement. We must have something from England 
soon, with your Bibbon and the patents of the Admirals. If ihe carpenter of the Blen- 
heim should be in vyant of materials to make his laddei's, he may have iheni from hemr: 
in the language of Boniface, we made nice ones out of the bamboo we cut in the swanijis 
al Martinicpie, by which my late gidlanl friend Eaulknor' rcadily found his way into Fort 
Ibjyal.’ — It thus belongi'd to the cxtniordinary character of Nelson, not only to perform his 
duty in so admirable a manner, but actually to regard the perf’ormance of it with all the 
eagerness of a favonrite amusement: in writing to his Admiral on the same day he in- 


* The of iticVittc dc IWis. Sir Jolin .Icrvis in a letter to Rear Admiral Nelson, dated JuneC, had 

mentioned tlie folluning instance of gallantry in tliis oHieer: ' Jackson did Ids business neatly, having cliased in 
a French lalleen-sad privateer over tlic bar and burnt her; tlu* crew tisik to an old tower, with their swivels and 
inuiKpiiloons near the beach, where they had run their vessel ashore; luit tlie carronades from the launches kept 
tlicni in cheek. Jackson shall be with you on Monday morning, when 1 bo|te tlie industry of Captain Miller will 
be rewaided.’ 

' A Memoir of Ihe professional services of this lamented Officer from original MSS. is given in the Naval 
Chronicle, Vol. XVI. |iage I. See also the Memoirs of Captain Rogers, R. N. a posthumous work of the late 
Rev. VV. Gilpin, page luo. 
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formed him, I’hal according lo inle11igc*ncc received from mi Americjjn. I lie town’s ])e<>ple 
at Cadi/ \lcre fearful of an attack, and llial not one half of the guns were mounted «)n the 
w'alls,; ‘ i Aw/g /« Ac at Ihrm^' evclaimed the gallant seaman. lle*also at the sami- mo- ’ 
inejit, again tom lK'd on the 'reneriffe. exjiedition: * Von must thinlf^, my d(‘ar Sir, of giiing 
me 200 maritu's in addition to what I can land; the whok* business is arrangi'd in my 
mind, and i can point out lo you tlic absolute necessity. C’aptain Oldliold of the marines, 
who was with Daercs in the S<'eplr<5 at the )M*ginningof the war, is a i«'ry wiatln man; 
and under (lenei-ill 'IVoubritlge ashore and myself afloat, J am confident of sueeess.’ 

Ai’ler iBe action of Kebruary li, a'Icttcr, as has bei'ii already noticed, had inadver- 
tcntly been |niF)lishcd in the Knglish papers, injurious to thi’ professional eharaeler of one 
<»f the Spanish otti<-ers; and in eonseipienee of thi.s, a correspondence cnsui'd belwei'ii 
Admiral Nelson and the Spanish Vice ildiniral .Mori'iio, whii h commeiwed with the; fol- 
lowing note, dated Theseus, .lime 8, 17i)7. ‘ Sir; A S[>anish ofllcer having saiil, that you 
liail expressed a wish lo obtain a letter supposed to have la'cn written troni his Majesty’s 
.ship Kginont, and insi'rted in an Kngli.sh nevv'S|>aper, ndating to tlu* action of Teb. 14; 
every en(|uiry has bemi made* to obtain the mwvspaper, and hitherto without etfect. Ca|)- 
lain Sutton of the Kginont has alito done every thing in his power, but without la'ing able, 
to learn wlu'lher any letter from that ship has been published. Th<‘ en(|uiry has howiwcr 
produced from my Commander in Chief, Sir.lohn .Fervis, the most handsome, testimony of 
the gallant conduct of a tluve-deeked ship, iM'aring the llag of a Viet* Admiral, who did 
every thing which a good ofllcer could do to attempt lo cut through the IViiisli line, 
between the Victory and the Kgmonl.’ — Nelson afterwards enelosi.l a copy of this leiiiT 
lo Sir.lohn .Jervis; W'ho replied, ‘ J wish not lo injure Cordova, although 1 think his chargii 
against Moreno subjects him to severe erilicisin. I am ignorant in what jiart of the 
Spanish line, if it may be called one, Morales served.’ Sir.lohn Jervis then proceeded to 
mention the service on which the Portuguv'se ships would be employed: ‘ J)»)n llodi’rigo 
tie Sou/a, the minister of marine at Lisbon, has s(*nl me word, that he intends to j)lace 
three line of battle ships and two or three brigs between the 'J’agus and Cajie St. Vinci'iil. 

I intend, the moment the Rose cutler joins, to tiesirc him lo push them forwards lo t’ape 
Spartel, that they may be iieaivr at hand for my support in ease dI' the apiiroach of 
Uichery; and I shall also retpiest that they may be under the command of Captain 
Camplicll.' ‘ • 


* Captain Donald Campbell rose to the rank of Rear Admiral in the Portngufsc vixicc, amt tlifd Maii-li lso(5, 
at Lisbon, aged 42. He was the eldest son of Major Donald Campbell of Hay in Argyle^hiio, und Ids tiithcr hav- 
ing a numerous offspring to provide lor, proonred him an Ensign’s coinmis»ioD in the 74tli regiment of |]ighlaiidcr!> 
at the age of thirteen; at the commencement of the American war he accompanied his regiment to \ortli America, 
where he served os Ensign and Lieutenant six years. At the concluduii of the war this regiment was reduced, and 
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T'solliinj; could ('(^ual llic cNlromc uUciitiuii willi M’liicli llic Idockude of Cadiz was car- 
ried «)ii l)v llic ('oininaiulcr in Chief, and llic iniclligcnco ivliich he consUinlly olitained of 
every iran.saclion that passed in lhal harhour. On the })lli of June, in wrilingto (he,Ma- 
niK' Miiiisleral lashon. Sir John .lervis said, ‘ The Krench and Spanisli privalccrs are pre- 
jiaring to elude ihe \ igilanee of lids s(|uudron, hy taking out their inasls and passing under 
ihe aich of the hridgi' at JiCon, anil taking them in again when through, with an intention 
of going out at the entrance of San Vedro; sonic Moorish vessels Avilh corn have got in that 
way. I have therefore ordered the ]Meleager and Uaven to anchor in froifl'ol’ that chajineh' 
Rrn)- Ailmiral Nelson to Sir J.- .'farts, ./awe 9, 17.07. 

My Sir: The newsj)a|M‘r al last I’ouirI in llic iiiglil, on llic quarlcr-dcck, and 
js oonc as you desired: il Mill I Tear niililalc against Cordova, if any weight be given to a 
iiewsjiaper account. Your Icsiiinony oF Mohmios condiiel will no douhl Ijc of service to 
him; the I rials an* coiiuneueed, and every day an aceoiinl is senl off lo Madrid. 'Hie 
heavy charg<' against Cordova is, not coining into Cadiz with his convoy, which they say 
he* could have done I he day aflc*r he had passed the Straits. Morales, it is expcTlcd, Avill 
Ik* shot, Conlova broki*, Moreno ac(]uitled. 'Hie long trial ol* the ofiicers M'ho gave up 
Figueras is Just liiiished, and live are to be shot. A\} the ofticers who composed the 
council (»f war are to b(‘ dc'graded in their public and private rank.— According lo reports, 
lh(‘ Trench ha\o been refused a passage through Spain lo Portugal ; and a Minister of ours 
is at Paris, 'riu^ N'eiuiians arc sutU'ring evmT misery from the Prench. I was in great 
hopes ilie saluU' was from an Admiral from Kngland. The number of men you propose 
lo give me, I liave no doubt are allsullicient; but 1 well know that a few more red coats 
lia\e theii use in ilaz/ling ihc (‘Y(‘s of the enemy. 


Caiii[»l)rll, like Ni l-'on, iliMlaiiiiiij; a lifr of iiiactn itv, went lo llic Wcs! Indies in a iiifTchaiit ship in order lo learn 
rlir diiiu 1 ) 1 * a Si-aiiian, liaxiiii; allolfed the uliole of lii% half-pay, a ‘^oldicr, lo his sislcrs. lie afterwards made 
tine e \o\a'_ies to India as Male of nne of the ( onipaiiy’s shijis. In JNntugal having held out encouragement 
l«» ihitiMli Ofiici is, In was leeomniended h\ Lord Fiederiek Caiiipbc'll lo the Portuguese Ambassador, and was in 
eon <1 fUK IK i' apjiuinU'd a I.k nienaiiL in the Royal Navy of Poitngal. In a shorl time he was promoted to the 
comin.nid ol a liiuale, when he partieulai l\ distingiiislied hiiiisolf in boiiihardiiig Tunis with a small squadron of 
Pojtn jiicsc ships. He was stationed iipwaids of two years on the coast of the Brazils; and on returning lo Lisbon lie 
pointt <1 uiir to (hen govtinineiu \aiioiis abuses in the adiiiinistiatioii of that colony, and suggested such reforms as 
caiiM-fl some tlistingnishi-d iiiaiks of favour lo be conferred upon him by the Prince Regent, who ut the same lime 
])reseijted him with his jiietiire set loiiiid w ilh diamonds, valued at UJlOO guineas. 'Hie plans he delivered Lo the 
riiglish Al misters jii JSO.'J and 1801, on the political and lelafivc situation rf Portugal and the Brarils with Great 
Biitaiii and other poweis, wcie duly appreciated; for this and other services of a secret nature which he had ren- 
flcjed this eoiniiry, a pension cd' oOO/. a ye.ii was settled on his wife. In March IHO.) he returned to Lisbon, and 
w.is appointed to the eominaiid of a squadron as Rear Adiniial. Ihs sailed for the Alcditerrcincan with instructions 
to coopt late with our licet; but Ihionaparte, tliroiigli the tneditiin of his ambassador, remonstrated; coiihequently 
thr Ib iir Adiiiirul was leealled, and in Alareh I80ti he died at Lisbon, much lamented as a good man and an excel- 
‘liii olheer. lie has left issue two (‘hildieii, and six of his sisteia whom he supported now live to bewail his loss. 



‘ I send 3'ou ihe slate of the Swiftsui'c; even the sigljl of the tw o poornuMi in irons «»n 
board her has ailected me more than f can expn-ss: if Mr, Weir would lyok at them I should 
bo glad, 'i'he youth may, I hope, be saved as he has intervals of sense, his eountenanee is 
most jiUeresling: if any mode can lx; devised for sending him hoims 1 will with ])lcasiire 
pay.tifly pounds to place him in s<iine proper place for his recove/y; the odier, I fear, is 
too old. Your managements are always good, and nothing shall be warning in the i-xec u- 
tion. Marlin has got an idea that I am likely to move; and slmuld it Iw jiroper to enlarge 
the; scpiadron, 1 beg he may go, but not to displace one »>f llu; oIIums. I hope the rein- 
fbrceqjcnl will soon arrive. I do not build much on the acts of the Portuguese squadron, 
even if they go oft'SparlcI.’ • • 

'J’hese men in irons, whose appearance made such an impression on the mind of the Hear 
Admiral, were strongly susp<;cted of having feigned derangement in order to obtain their 
dismissal. Nelson, however, became alarmed lest amidst the severity of discipline, at 
that moment so particularly necessary, the real situation of the men shouhl not have been 
sufficiently considered: and he therefore the next morning wrote' again to .Sir .John .Jervis 
n;spccling them. ‘ My dear Sir: I hope for tin; poor men’s sakes that they are imposing 
on me, but depend on it that God Almighty has uiHicted them with the most dreadful of 
all diseases; they do not sham, indeed you will find 1 am not mistaken, and all the com- 
missioners in the world cannot convince me of it: for what purpose can these poor wrctcla's 
attempt to destroy thems<*lvcs, for what purpo.se can one of them have spoken to me as 
rational as any person could do? Df) let Mr. Weir look at them: 1 am sure he will think 
with me, from the order to represent those who are objects unfit for the serviev', I could 
not do otherwise, than I did; but if you think 1 have said loo much, pray curtail my report. 
Jhil 1 will gel to pleasanter subjects. 1 am forming a ladder for the escalade, which when 
iinished I will .staid lothcA'illc de Paris, that wc may have twenty at least. 'J’t'ii hours 
shall make me cither a conqueror, or defeat me. I long to be at w’ork, I'or 1 begin to 
think these fellows w'ill not soon come out, at least not whilst lu'gociations are going on ' 

In continuation. ‘ Theseus, June 12, 1797- 'I’liP Hag t)f truce was only to convey lettei-s, 
but it also brought out in eonversation a trircunistancc, which, although believed by many, 
I had my doubts about, at least that the Spaniards would have acknowledged it, 'I'hal the 
'IVinidad not only struck her colours, but hoisted un pavilion parlem ntuirc : the tiicl is now 
so well established, that it cannot be done away. 1’hc next morning, when attended by 
the frigate, seeing some of our ships not far oil’, 1 suppose the Hgmoiil and Xamur, she 
hoisted an English jack over the Spanish Dag to induce the Jilnglish to suppose she w as a 
prixe. — I have one ladder finished, thirty-two feet long, and when you think the time 
draws near to make people guess, I should like one from every shiji in the Heel. June 13. 
The ladder sent is not so light as I wished, but wc could not do any better with the sluH' 
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\vc had. I’lm'c men can rear it with plctisure, and if [lossihh? there should Iw (tm men at 
a time on it: in sln^t, tiu* actors in our performance must nut Ik: too anxious to mount. 
Wishing tliat 1 may soon sec tliem used, believe me yours most faithfully. * 

‘ June l‘)M, nine 1*! M. What the intentions of the Dons arc I know not; but their move- 
ments would assure m^i, if Knglish, that they are on the eve of (’oming out. Wt; see that 
thirteen sail of the line are tinmoort'd and hove short. I saw (iravina eat his anchor, and 
th('y did it briskly; but the accommodation hulder of his ship was not in at sunset. The 
signals which the}' have been making this day are not their usual harbour signals. 1 will 
give them ci'cdit for llM'ir alertness, if they come out in the morning. ' ^’hc ships of this 
s(|uadix)n have all their bulkheads down and are in perfect readiness for batth*, and to 
weigh, cut, or slip, as tin* occasion may i-e<|uin\ I have given out a line of buttle, myself 
to lead; ainl you may rest assured that I will make a vigorous attack upon them, the mo- 
ment their noses are outside the Diamond. Pray ilo not send me another ship, for they 
may have an idea of attacking this squadron; and if you send any more, they may believe 
we are prcj)ared and know of their intention: it will, Sir, be my pride to show the world 
that your praises of my former conduct have not been unworthily bestowed.’ ’’ 

Sir John Jervis, K. B. to Rear Ailiniral Nelson, dated I die de Baris, midnight, 

June 13, 1/97. 

* My dear Admiral: The design of the Spaniards is to make a clash at 3'ou. We will all 
In’ave short before break of day and be ready to support you ; being entirely of your opi- 
nion, that to get under sail and approach the entrance would lend to put a slop to Gra- 
vina’s intentions, whatever they may be. My confidence in you is unbounded, and I know 
from the l)csl expi'riencc it is rightly jihu't'd. 

‘ I never had any doid)L ol' the .Sanlissima Trinidad having an English Jack hoisted 
over Spanish coloui-s, and it is certain that if Captain lierkcley had not been deceived by 
it and had gone down to her, she would hav'c surrendered. 1 admire Alorcno’s letter ex- 
ceedingly, it is a Iriu' type of a great mind; but pray set him right as to the real writer of 
the one that was printed, and inform him it was not Captain Sutton. Say to Gmvina 
that J have remembcr<‘d him to the Marquis of Lansduwn, Lord Wycombe, Lord Jlcnry 
Petty, and J..ord Holland.’ 

Notuithstanding these expectations, the Spaniards still remained in Cadi/. Sir John 
Jervis therefore continued to blockade that ])ort, and with the assistance of the judgnieiil 
and enterprisi* of the Rear Admiral, became resolved to adopt still more decisive mea- 
sures to force Gravina from his present .st'curily. Admiral Nelson, when writing to his wife, 
on the 15th of .lunc, mentioned a circumslanee that must have been particularly grate- 
ful to his feelings. Amidst the dreadful cunmiotion which had taken place in our Navy 


*' Kail St. Vincent’s Collection. 
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during that year, the llicsfus, Im'Ioiv she left England, had been <lisgrac(‘d by the prevail- 
ing madness;, and some apprehensions had arisen res])ecling her men, on Ikt lii-sl joiniii*; 
Sir John .tervis. For this reason, amongst others, Nelson had hojisied his flag on b(»ard 
her; and so powerful was the inHuenee whieh this extraordinary man had over tin* erew 
evon in their tlum stale of irritation, that it not only brought lhei /5 back to a propm- sense 
of their duty, but actiially attached tla; Avhole ship’s company to him as if (hey had bet'ii 
old Agamcinnons. 'I'lie following exlrael ffoiii his letter will more clearly cx<Mnplily this. 
‘ A few nights ago a paper was dropped on the rjuarler-deek, of whieh this is a etipy: 
Succtiss attend Admiral NehonI Cod bless Captain 'Miller! If 'v thank them fur the Officers 
they have placed <Arr us. If'e ijre’ happy and comfortable ^ and uill shed every drop of blood in 

m 

our veins to support them, and the name of the Theseus shall be immortalised as hii>h as the 
Captain’s. S ii i e’s Co m i*.\ N v 

Whilst these transa(!tions had lx?en going tm off Cadiz, ami preparations ui-r«‘ making 
for the bombanlment of the. town and for an exj>edition against Tenerilfe, the gallantry of 


our seamen had bi'en conspicuously displaj'ed under liouli’iiant Hardy, in the road of Santa 
Cruz. On the *28111 of May, 17 y?» Captain llalhmell in the lively and Captain Coekbnrn 
in la Minerve, having discovered an anned brig at that anehomge, had ordered th(‘ b(>al<> of 
the two frigates, under lieutenanl*'r. ]M. Hardy of la Minerve, to pnxa'od into the bay and 
attenipt the daring enterprise of cutting the brig out. Accordingly in the afternoon about 
half past two o’clock, lieutenaut Hardy luul proceeded on this service; and being gallantly 
sujiported by his brother ollicci’s and tin' seamen, he had boarded the enemy and carried 
her; notwithstanding a steady fire of musipietry from the brig and a la'avy discharge of’ 
artillery and small arms from the town, to whieh for want of wind they were a long time 
exposed, as also to the fire of a large ship lying in the road. The prize pro\('<l to be Ja 
Mutiuc French corvette of twelve six-poumlei's, two thirty-six pound earionades, and i:J() 
men, coimuanded by citizen Xavier Pauinier, tlu*n on shore. The ollicc'is n ho particularly 
had distinguished themselves on this occasion w<t<.‘ lieutenants Hlaiul, Ho|)kins, nnsliby, 
and lieutenant Bulkeley of the Royal Marines Ix’longing to tin* Lively; and lieutenants 
Hardy, Cage, and Mailing, of la Minerve: four men w'cre wounded in the Lixely ’s boats, 
and ten in those of la Minerve with lieutenant Hardy,' who was immediati'ly :t(Kanced for 


■ Tilts excellent Officer early dis[il8yi*(l a decided attaeliment to tlie iiiivul iiroftssioii , iiud contiuiy lo tin' 
wishes of his family resolutely begau his career of glory witkuiii any iiitcivst to pronioU: liii Itc ImiI 

been originally master's mate in thcdlebc, ('apuiin Alexander HchmI; in whicli xliip (.'.ijit.’iin ('ockliiiui, ulnlsi a 
midshipman, had been his messmate. After being separated by the vicissitudes of sei\iee for iiiino le.ii-, lin y 
again met at the beginning of the war in la Minerve, to which slii|i Mr. llanly liiul Ih'i’ii ,i|>|Hiinii'(l limd l.ii-u- 
tenant, and in whieh capacity he served with lih friend during the v.nioiis opeuitioiis iliar him' bfi'ii jiliemly 
related. When Lieutenant Culverhonse, first of la Minerve, had been promoted, Mr. Iluidv liad vnecei ded liim. 
Having taken the Mutine he was appointeil to her by (^ptaiii llallowell the senior olliccr, wliicli was ultciuaids 
confirmed by Sir J. Jervis, and by llic yVdniirally. ('aptain Hardy was raised to the rank of a Biiroiu t after tin- 
'imttle of Trafalgar, and at present conmiauds the Triumph.* 
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(his :u'lii(‘vriueiU to the rank of Commander, and apjminlod to la Miilinc. In this sloop 
lie aflerwanls lu'camt: more nearly associated with the scniccs of Nelson, who had already 
regarded his merit, and with his wonted lil)eralily had immediately oxertc<l hi( induence 
Avilli the Admiral on the late occasion, together with the Captains Ilallowcll and CocKhurn, 
that the bravery of th^ otlicer might Iw rewarded as it deserved; to which Sir ,1. Jervis 
replied on the 17th of Jane, I?})?. ‘ aMy dear Admiral: The «'apturc of la Mulinc was so 
dosperato an enterprise, that 1 should certainly have promoted lieutenant Hardy; so that 
neither you, llaliowell, nor Coekhurn have any debtor account to me upon this occasion: 
He has got it by his own bat, and 1 hope will prosper. — I have been 'examining young 
Lamrford, si sensible lad, who wsis in one of the Uvely’s bosUs: he is clear that Santa Cruz 
may l>e carried witli the givatest ease. I have dcsiix'd Mr. Walpole to seiid a packet im- 
medisitely to Enuland with the dispatches taken in la Mutine, w hich are of great moincnl. 
'I'here is no limit to the cntcrprisi' of the French Directory, who are in league Avith Tippoo, 
and a powerful sipiadron is going to India iumw'diately.’ 

On the same dsiy, June 1?, an admirable order was issued, obliging every officer of 
Avhatever rank he might be, ‘ 'fo lake up all the heads and tongues of the cattle that Averc 
killed, unless thi; seamen should Avish to have any part of them. The shij)s companies Avere 
also t<» be first served, nor Averc the ofticci’s to l>e alloAVQd to have any choice pieces, but 
to lake their beef in quarters.’ Sir John .Jervis, in the above letter, mentioned his rea- 
sons for making this regulation: ‘ The order 1 gave arose from the recent disposition that 
had been manifested on board the Captain, originating in a dangerous departure from the 
established regulations of the service. 'I’lic order must be obeyed \n limine; Avhocveris hardy 
enough to hesitate about it, shall have no supply of fmsh meat, Avitli every other reproach 
1 can heap upon him. 1 dread not the seamciij it is the indiscreet, licentious couA’crsalion 
of the officers which produces all our ills, and their presumptuous discussion of the orders 
they rcccivi*. 1 believe 1 told you Avhut I^angara said to Tlodney, in reply to a long bore 
upon Discipline, 'J'hal it Avas eoinjirisod in one Avord, Obediencia.’ 

June 19, 1797. * 1 have seen your friend Bolton, avIio appears a steady young man, he 
shall soon be taken care of. Lieutenant (jourly is placed in the Thunder bomb, Avhich has 
a mortar and Iavo ten-inch hoAvilzers, and he Avill command her until Um; arrival of Bland, 
iirst lieutenant of the Lively, Avho Avill be her Ca})tain. I send you my correspondence 
Avith Mazarredo, touching the prisoners of Avar landed at Lsigos by Whilshcd. It is high 
time to apprise our government of the base {xirfidy of the Dons; and it may not be amiss 
fur you to touch Don Josef up Avith the coniideut assertions of neutrals, That he has employed 
the crews of the ships captured atl’rinidad to fit his fleet, and that they are noAv on board.' 

In this correspondence Avilh the Spanish Admiral, Sir John Jerx'is said, * In respect to 
the. officers and men disembarked at Lugos from his Majesty’s squadron under my com- 
mand, after a solemn convention, the documents in proof of Avhich your Excellency has 



lliought fit to return; I shall be totally regardless in iny Ircatiui’nl of them of ilie jutlgmcnr 
of her jnost faithful Majesty, or of any other Soverf'ign on enrlh except iny own, should 
they fall iijlo my hands acting in violation of that sacred engagcmoju.’ 

The slate of the Spanish Heel in Cadiz, June 29, 1797, and llie expcelcd arrival of 
ships from Toulon, Carthag(ma, Lima, and the fhivana, are thuS detailed by Nelson in 
a Idler to his Admiral of that dale. ‘ My dear Sir: 'J’he two vessels which came out of 
Cadiz this day nearly agree in the sjuuc slofV* .that ihc Spanish lleet, Iwenly-eight sail of 
the line, is fnll manned, ehiefiy soldiers, and is ready for sea, and there arc two sail also 
nearly fitted out w’hieh are not manned; the Toulon ships and those from Carthagena are 
expected the first levanter. 'Unpeople of Cadiz have petitioned government to order the 

f 

• fleet to sail; f6r that, whatever may be the event, it must force us to quit this ground ; and 


as three ships from Lima are momentarily expected and the Havana eonvffv (for every 
morning the merchants arc on the walls to see if they are in our fleet) they declare if they 


l^ould fall into our hands, that the merchants in .Spain would be mined. They know we 
"mawc a bomb vessel fitting at (libraltar, and are, in terror of a bombardmetU. I will write 
|o D. Josef Msizarredo, and la; shall have the letter soon afl('r daybreak to-morrow’: he is 
a Biseayner, they arc not famed for politeness or gallantry. I hope I shall always have to 
boast, and truly, of your unaltcnible friendship, which it shall ever l)c my study to deserve.' 

The aftcctionatc tenderness of the piivat<* eliaraeter of this great warrior cannot Ire too 
generally known and admired: la writing to Mrs. Nelson June 29, as w'as his custom jrre- 
vious to his entering on any service of [reril, he ha«l said, ‘ Rest assured of my most perfect 
love, afteclion and esteem for your person and chara« ter, which the more I see of the world 
the more I must admire. The imperious call of honour to sta ve my Country, is the only 
thing which keeps me a moment frorn you, and a hope that, by staying a little longer, it 
may enable you to enjoy those little luxuries Avhich you so highly merit. I j>ray Cod it may 
soon be peace, and that we may get into the Cottage. — I have to thank many friends llrr 
their kind congratulations, and have had a long letter and genealogy from the York Flendd, 
Mr. Nayler, whom I have referred to my bmther Maurice. I have sent my bnrther my 
supporters, crest and motto; on one side a Sailor properly habited, holding in his hand the 
broad pendant on a staff and trampling on a Spanish flag; on the other side the British 
lion tearing the Spanish flag, the remnants hanging down and the flag in lattei-s. Motto, 
what my brother William suggested turned into English, Faith and Uorks. I hope yon 
will like them.— I intend my rfext winter’s gift at Burnham should be fifty good large blan- 
kets of the very best quality, and they will last for seven years at least, 'lliis w ill not take 
from any thing the parish might give. I wish inquiry to be made, and the blankets ordcre«l 
of some worlliy man; they are to be at my father's disposal in November. 1 have re- 
ceived my dear father’s letter, God bless him and you.' 
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Oil llio ‘3'2(1 ol’ Juno, 17f)7, llio Duke of Portland had sent the following Idler from 
Whilt'hail to Sir John Jervis, wlio had hoon <*roalcd a Peer, by the title of Karl St. Vincent. 

, ‘ My Jjord: llis Majesty having boon graciously p]ea$(!d as a mark of his royal ajfiprubation 
of the oniincnt services of Hear Admiral Nelson, to nominate him to be one of the Knights 
Companions of tin* inokt honourable Order of the ]3}ilh: and it being neeiissary that he 
should Im' invested with the ensigns of the said Order, which arc transmitted to him by this 
<)|>porlunily, I am to signify to your liOhhhi{i the King's i>leasurc that you should per- 
form that ceremony: and it Ix'ing his Majesty’s intention that the same s^iould Imj done in 
the mml honoui’able'' and distinguished manner that eireumstanees will alloAV of, you Avill 
eoiiee.rt and adjust with him such time and manner for investing him with the ensigns of 

• f 

the Order of the Bath, as shall appear to you most proper for shewing all due respect to 
the King's order; and as may at the same lime mark in the most public manner his Ma- 
jesty's just smise of the xeal and abilities which Rear Admiral Nelson has exerted in the 
service of his King and Country 

As if it had been in the original and true spirit of Chivalry, the renowned Sir IIorai‘l»/ 
Nelson was destined to keep the vigils of his Knighthood during the perilous night of th\' 
third of July, 1797, at the uioiilli of Cadi/, harixiur. On the evening of that da}' it had 
been given out in orders by the Commander in Chief, 'I’hat all the* barges and liinnches 
without exception, with their carronades proj)erly fitted, and plenty of aininunition and 
piki's were to be with Admiral Nelson at half past eight o’clock on a particular scnicc. 
The garrison of Cadi/ at this lime consisted of from 4()(X) to 4.500 men. On the line wall 
facing the bay, seviaity pieces of cannon and eight mortal’s had been mounted, and near 
Alameda were four other mortars; and from the Capuchins at the back of the town to 
the land point w’cre three batteries of four gun's each.. Such was the slrcnglli of the forts 
at Cadi/ when Sir Horatio Nelson undertook its Immbardmenl. 

Lord St. N’ineenl in writing to him on tlio Ist of July, had sent word that Captain Free- 
manllc wouhl join tin; advanced scpiadron the ncxlda.y; ‘ Jiowen,’ he adiled, ‘ will be also 
here with the bomb ketch, but they shall not join you until unite read.y.' On the 3d he 
wrote more fully: ‘ Your ordei’s, my dear Admiral, shall be obeyed; and Troubridge is so 
much recovered, J shall detach the Culloden down to you. I send you, in my young friend 
Baynes, the son of ‘two of the oldest ac(|uaintanee I have: his parents have been inhabi- 
tants of Gibraltar time out of mind, his mother was born there, and is sister to Colonel 
M‘Leod of the artillery, who distinguished himself highly* in the Carolinas under Lord 
Cornw’allis, and married Lady Emily Ker, aunt to our little Mark Ker.* The Rear Atfcj 
miral on the same day replied us follow's: ‘ We will begin this night by ten o’clock; and 
J b('g that all the launches of the ilt;ct may be with me by eight, or half past at farthest, 

“ Tlie tees on this occasion, amounting to 4(28/. 7s. id. were paid by virtue of the King’s sign manual. 
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also all ihc barges or ])iniftices. 1 wish lo inaki; il a warm iiighi al Cadiz. The town and 
their fleet are prcpaivd, and their gun-boats arc advanced: so much ihc bctt(‘r. If (hey 
venture fro^r their walls, I shall give Johnny his full scope for lightSng. ^Mazarn'do will 
be inoftv triian humau, if he can keep the merehanis of Cadiz in good humour. I am in- 
clined U) think he lias lx*en out this afternoon. 1 inlcaid if alive and nol tired to see you 
to-morrow, and ever lo (he last bclicxe me y«> ^j h^4,ul Horatio Nelson.’ 

The subse([ucnt transactions of that incift>r\ble mght were detailed by Sir Horatio in 
(he following oflitiial letter to Karl St. Vincent, dated Theseus, July 4-lh, 17‘)7. ‘ In olw'di- 
enc-e Ift your ord<irs, the Thunder bomb was |>laeed by the good munagoment of lieiitenaul 
dourly her prest’iit commamhA assisted by Mr. Jackson master of (he Ville do Paris, who 
volunteered his able services, within y.WO yanls of (he walls of Cadiz; and (he shells w(‘re 
thrown from her with much pi-eeision under the direction of lieutenant naynes of the royal 

3 lory; but unfortunately it was soon ibiind that. the large mortar had been materially 
red by its former services; 1 therefore ordered her to return under the protection of 
pJT (loliath, I'erpsichore and Pox, who were kept under sail lor that purpose, and for 
whose active services 1 feel much oblig«*d. 'J’he Sjianiards having sent out a great number 
of mortar gun-boats and armed launches, ] diro(‘led a vigorous tittack to lx* made on th('m; 
W'hich was done with such gallantry, that tliey w'crc dri\t;n and jniisued close to (he walls 
of Cadiz, and must have suffered considerable loss; and J have* the pleasure* to- inform 
you, that two mortar-boals and an armed launch remained in our ])ossesv,ion. 

‘ 1 feel myself parlieularly indebted for the* sucec.ssful termination of this contest to the 
gallantry of Captains Fn’emanth' and Aliller, tin* former of whom accompanic'd me* in my 
barge, and to my coxsvvain .lohn Sykes, whp in di‘f(*nding iny jx’ison was most s»‘\en'ly 
w’oundeil, as was Captain Freeman tlo slightly in the attack; ami my praises an* gem'rally 
due to cve*ry otticer and man, soim; of whom 1 saw l>ehave in the most noble majener, 
and I regret it is nut in my ])Ower to particularise tlu'in. I must also Ix'g to be pormitti'd 
lo express my admiration of Don iMiguel 'IVegoyen, the Ccmimander of the gun-lMiats; in 
his barge he laid my Ixial alongside, and his rcsistance was such as to honour a brave 
olHc.er, eighteen of the twenty-six men being killed, and himself and all the rest wounded. 
Not having a correct list of our killed and wounded, 1 can only slfite that I belii v<' about 
six are killed and twenty wounded.’ 

Earl St. Vincent to Sir Horatio Nelson. 

* My dear Adiiiiral: I congratulate you most heartily on tla*. events of last night. Fhfiy 
service you are engaged in adds fresh lustre to the British arms, and to your character. ’I'he 
letter is characteristic of your noble soul, and cannot be improved by the ablest pen in 
Europe. Examine strictly your prisoners, to discover if any of them are under the (‘on- 
veiition of Trinidad or Lugos, and make the Spanish officers clearly undci'stund the obje{*t 
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of your investigation. Johnson, first lieutenant of the Enieraltii is a man afler your.own 
heart: put him in a way of taking a gun-boat, and 1 will answer he succeeds, or loses his 
, life ill the attempt. 1 think the barges and launches should come to you to>n|orrow after 
the niglit has closed, and you will make your arrangcmeiils accordingly; perhapr k would 
he better to try to carry some more gun-b(^ts, without the bomb ketch. The lieutenant, 
who hu the greatest merit in taking. shall lx; made Captain of her immediately.' — 
Sir Horatio replied, July 5th, ‘ 1 ^ tl/inkful, my dear Sir, for your fluttering letter, 
whtdi, as we all lik*?, I will believe as much of as I can. To-night myrplaa is for Cadiz 
on the outside of the lighUiouse: Jackson knows a good bu'lh. If the bri^ come obt, we 
will have a dash at them, and as tlie boats will lie in ihn.'e divisions und|jer Captains, we 
may expect a little more regularity in case of any ’inforescen event. Your encouragement 
for those lieutenants who may conspicuously excit themselves, cannot fail to have ife good 
effect in serving our Country ; instead of their thinking that if a vessel is taken, it would 
make the son of some great man a Captain, in the place of the gallant fellow who capture i 
her. At present the Brigs lie loo close to each other to hope for a dash at them, but sdliV 
I expect to find one off her guard, and then— We have eighty-seven living prisoners nov 
on board, and near thirty have since died of their wounds. News from Cadiz this morning 
is, that some people were killed in the town, luid fifteen were killed, and a great number 
wounded in the Spanish gun-boats.' 

Lord St. Vincent said in answer, ‘ You may believe, my dear Admiral, every thing I 
say and write of you and to you ; my public, letter closes thus, Rear Admiral l^clsotis 
actions speak for themselves, any praise from my pen would take from his merit*— Uia Lord- 
ship also added in this dispatch, which is dat<id July 5, ‘ The Hear Admiral, who is always 
present in the most arduous enterprises, with the aoJstance of some other barges boarded 
and carried two of the enemy’s gun-boats, and a bargo launch of one of their ships of war, 
w’ith the Commandant of the fiotillu. In this short conflict eighteen or twenty Spaniards 
were killed, the Commandant and several wounded; himself and twenty-five men were 
made prisoners, and the rest swam on shore. This spirited action was performed with 
inconsiderable loss on our part, 'flic launch of the Villc de Paris sunk by a raking shot 
from the enemy’s gun-boats ; but by the active iniclligent mind of Captain Troubridge has 
been got up, anrl repaired on board the Culloden.'— The noble conduct of John Sykes, who 
is since dead, has lx*en mentioned by Admiral Nelson in the preceding Memoir. This 
brave man Iwicre sai cd the life of his bclovt;d Commander by parrying the blows that were 
aimed at him, and at last actually interposed his own head to receive the full force of a 
Spanish sabre ; which, fighting as they were hand to hand, he could not otherwise have 
prevented from falling on Sir Horatio. 

During the ensuing night, July 5, 1797* tiie Rear Admiral, as he informed Lord St. 





Vincent the next morning nt half j>ast llnv«‘, was nu rcly a s[)r« iuU)r. 'riu* enemy had ujoi 
I lie exact range. of the bomb vcsst'l and boats with botii their shut a^bj shells; and, as llu* 
end had answered of annoying the town, forty or fifty shells havinj^ been thrown into it. 
Nelson kit I taken tin; caution of advising ( ajitain Howc'ii to low tin* \esscl oil’: one man 
bekiij^iug to the'l'licsens was killed and seven badly wounded, and the, ship had reeeiietl 
some shot in hm’ hull. On board the Urchin s^ were wuntuh’d. 'I’h'venemy’s gnn-boals 
ke(>l close iimh'r the walls; ‘ and no opjiorlni)*'.*.? tUi u ,1 Sir Horatio, ‘ vas ofl'ered Howen 
to make a dash.’* \ 

'I’he following iliore eirenmsianlial account was sent hoim* by Lo;d St. Vincent to (he 
Admiralty. * Hear Admiral NcIsAn ordettxl a second bombardment of Cadi/ on the night 
•of the 5th, under the direction of Ca|)laiii rtowen of the 'rerpsieliore, Captain .Miller of the 
Theseus, and Captain M'aller of the Kinerald; and appointed Air. .fa<‘kson, master of the 
Vilic de Paris, to place the, 'rinmderer, Terror, ami Strombolo. 'I'Ik' bombardment pro- 
dij/f'd considerable oHccl in the town, and amongst the shipping; ten sail of the line, 
'“V*ltf>Hgst them the ships carrying the flags of Arhnirals Ma/arredo and (iravina, having., 
^arped out of the range of the shells with much pnripitation the following morning.’ 

'J'hc indefatigable exertions made by the Hear .Admiral (’or a third attempt, in which 
he w'as bathed by the Avimis blowing loo strong down the bay, are glanceii at in his letter 
to Earl St. Vincent, July 7. 1797 ; a thousand (liaslres had been promised by the Spa- 
niards, to any of their vessels that should take or .sink an Jhiglish sloo[>, and fi\(‘ thousand 
if they should take or sink an English bomb vessel. ‘ .\ry ilear .Sir; 1 am making arrange- 
mmits for fixing the ten inch howit/cr in the mortar-boat, and doubt not of succeeding; 
the other Iwal is larger aiul iKdler calculated for barl weallu'r than the one I sent you to 
l(K)k at; but J shall be more particular in lljfL* plan J have* m)w in my hea<l. The informa- 
tion fmm Cadi/ by a market-boat js, that our slu;lls did inm-h <lamage, the town was on 
fire in ihn'c places: one shell thal''fell in a convent destroyeil several priests. Plunder 
and robbery were going on, displaying a horrid scene of <'t)nfusion : they added, that re- 
presentations have been made to Afa/arredo and to Madrid, for the fleet to go out. .Vl 
this iuslaiil I see an Admiral moving forwards, it is Ma/arredo! Please Cod, I hop(' th<* 
Spanish fleet arc eonting out; another Admiral is under sail, and I ojx'n my h'tn-r to say 
they arc all on the move.’ • 

Lord St. Vincent on the same day informed Sir Horatio, that the /eahms. Captain 
Hood, had joined. ‘ Her mission,' added he, ‘ has ansAvensI soim* good purposes, and 
prov'cd to the Avorld that Hood is a grcat oflicer. Captain C. Hoyle eaptured one of .Ma- 
/arredo’s lieutenants in a lugger two days ago, cruising on the edge of soundings se\ en- 
tecn leagues from C'adi/, to give intelligence to the Viceroy of Mexico.’ 

These sudden movements of the Spanish flag ships only disappoinleil the Anguine 



liojM's of Xi-ls«)n. Oil ihc 9tli of July, 1797* lu' informed liord Si. Vincent, that although he 
ho|)(.‘d enough had /vecn done to force out (he Spanish fleet, ycl in ease there had nut, he 
would (ry them ugaii|, * AVhen,* he added, * down comes Cadiii, and not only Cadiz, but 
(heir fleet, if Mazarredo will not come out. As for their shot flying about (he •Theseus it 
will do her good, and make her the better for your sup])ort in spine proud day, not far 
disiaiu, 1 hopi*. J,’orlugal ought to b<i glfiteful ibr your attention to her inlcrcsl, and so 
ought little Kngland. 'I'he Dons will lie tired enough to take a good nap this afternoon. 
The people of Cadiz are told, that they fave made great destmetion an^'mgst us, and be- 
lieve i(, and rejKirts say their gun and mortar-boats are to attack our Advanced squadron 
the very first calm night. If they succeed in either destroying some of us, or crippling our 
masts, then Mazain^do puls to sea and destroys you: therefore do not be surprised, my 
dear Sir, if you hear a cannonade; J am pivpared.' 

Jf. 11. U. the Duke of Clarence to Sir Horatio Nelson, dated Jultf 4, 1797* 

^ Dear Nelson: [ was very happy to find you had executed with so much success iViid 
nrumptitude I^ord St. Vincent’s order for the evacuation of Porto Ferrajo. 1 feel for iiocf 
Oakes on every account, and sincerely wisli he was safe at home; and lielievc me, I ai/i 
also much concemed at the state of your own health. After such long and distinguished 
service you will of course get leave to return. In answer to your last letter, 1 can only 
SUV, (hut I hope, and believe, our confidence is mutual; therefore in future no more apo- 
logy on either side is wanted. Under this idea, I must^ begin by defending an ofiicer, 

against whom you have become prejudiced Want of discipline in some of our home 

squadrons, and the energy of infamous incendiaries, had for many months throw'll the whole 
fled into a stale of democracy ami absolute rebellion. I rejoice that the Theseus has fallen 
into such good liaiuis, and 1 shall shortly hear that she is in the best order of the Medi- 
(crraricati licet. One word more about what has passed at Spithcad, Plymouth, and tlie 
Nore, and 1 will never mciilion the disgraceful business again; but 1 cannot pass over un- 
noticed your remark about short weights and measures. Every officer must know that by 
the old allowance, the nii’ii on board the King's ships had more provisions than they could 
consume, and that they always sold a part; therefore an increase of provisions was not 
wanted. I will hot hurt your mind by relating the horrid particulars of the late events, 
but shall conclude* ihc^subject by observing, that in your next you will unsay what you 
have too hastily expressed. 1 dread nothing, as the govenunent here appear to pursue 
pro])er measures, and 1 am convinced St. Vincent will keep up his fleet in discipline. 
JiCnity at first is severity at the last. My best wishes and compliments attend your gal- 
lant Commander: my only acquaintance with him is us an officer. His very great atten- 
tion and abilities were shewn to me during the Spanish arniainent, since which time 1 
ha\e, UT?d always shall respect him. 
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‘ You will I am sure always distinguish yourself; and 1 am afntjd, from the Jixorhiianl 
demands of the Directory, that for some lime your fleet will be eoi^tanlly employed. I 
am happy to find you arc at last come, over to my way of thinkii|r. As cireumslaiiees 
arise pray write, and ever believe me, dear Sir, yours sincerely, Wifj.iAM.’ 

At the beginning of July, Sir Horatio was inflirmed by the Admiral that the S|)’.mish 
Viceroy would not come, from ISfcxico until the. war was over; and on the loth boril Si. 
V^incent added, to what had been already said respecting the necessity of keeping a sliarp 
look out off the ^itranee of the canal of St. Pcclifo, whew* Captain C. Dgle had been sla- 
tionedf ‘ If you can spare one of the cutters to crnisc oil' the entrance of the canal, it a ill 
much distress the enemy; he c;^nhot ha\^: fewer than J30,()00 mouths in Cadi/ and in his 
•flSSet, iK^sides the inhabitants of the Caraecas, licon. Port St. Mary’s, Jlola, Medina Sido- 
nia, and other [lopulous plac<'s. In any event wc shall compel him to draw largely from 
his ^epot at Seville, which will prevent the forming magazines on the sontluTii fronlier of 
Portugal; and we know he has no provision whatever prcj>ared on the non lain (idiitiia-; 
* by these vigorous measures wc shall induce Mazarredo' to come out, or shall accelerate, 
tiie peace.’~rn another letter on the 1 1th of July he said, ‘ You passed yeslcwlay, my dear 
Admiral, like yourself, and drew the fire of every gun and mortar mounted in the sonihern 
part of the town, a very desirable event, which will make you muster of that ipuirler.’ 

Sir Horatio Nelson to Commissioner J. N. Inglefield at (iibraltai\ July 11, 1 /<)7- 
‘ I am sorry, my dear Sir, to ^nd from General O’llava’s letter, that In* lias the smallest 
alarm for our success in any thing my groat Cominamler in Chief plans; had my orders 
been well executed, not a Spanish gun or mortar-boat would have been left at Cadiz. Our 
loss of men is most trifling; but, however that might have been, I bad nil her see fitly shut 
by the enemy, than one hanged by us. It is good at these times to keep ilie devil uui of 
their heads. Mazarredo is alarmed, has drawn all his shijis between St. Mary's and 
Cadiz, and if you make haste with tlic sea inorlar, 1 Avill bomb liiiii oul of Cailiz liay. 
Three Arcs were seen in tlie town, but they sverc got under without mueli diflii'ully. 1 laid 
myself with the bomb on tlie strong face of Cadiz, seventy guns, and eight morlars. 'I'liey 
expected me on the weakside. The next night I took them on the soil siiic, and eighty shells 
fell in the town and some over it amongst their shipping. Yesterday, in the Theseus, 1 
had the honour of every gun from the southern part of Ciuliz, and of every gun and mor- 
tar-boat. 1 could not get them out so &r as I wished, or some of them should have jiuid 
roe a visit. I sent oinety-one'prisoners into Cadiz, whom 1 took on the night of the .‘kl ; 
and, as to killed, 1 know nothing about them: eighteen were killed in the eoimnunding 
officer's boat, ffiat baji} the presumption to lay my barge aboard, manned ivitli some of the 

^ Thu Admint, who ia a penon of great inflvcaoe in Spain, ii the best officer in their Navy, ife behaved 
with the utmost liberality .on afl occasions to the Englisb; and whilst commanding tlie fleet at Cadiz, a gcncruus 
ftrieodihip efimmeftoed between' him and Xioed Sb Vincent, e'qualiy honourable to both their characters. 
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Auanioninon’s j)Coplc. My squadron is now Icn sail of iho line. If Iboy come out, llicrc 
Avill be no fi<:;hUu»j[ }»<^oiul iny s(|uudron.' 

In a Icdcr lo La^y Nelson, July J5!— 14, *Sir Ilomtio had repealed |ns Avisli that a 
CoUaa;e should be pur('hased ft)r llwm, as he adhered lo his delerminalion of coming home 

on tlu‘ Isl of October, 17.07: ‘ i should be glad if the house were bought: and, if you do 

( 

ni»l objeet, 1 should like Norfolk in pa'fcrence lo any oilier part of the kingdom; but do 

you choose. 1 am sure the time is past for doing any thing for (ieorge Tobin; hiul he been 

with me he would long since have beenfa Captain, and I should have ^iked il, us being 

most exceedingly pleased A\ith him. IVly late affair here will not I believe lower, me in 

the opinion of tin* world. I have had tlatlery* c'liough to make me vain, and success 

' 

enough to make me confident. AVhen you know 1 am sent from the tied, never ealcuhtit.' 
t>n a h'ller until you hear I am returned. 1 am abvays sorry when you are disappointed; 
and as I may now be abs(*nt fora short time, <lo not lx: anxious about letters, for you eau- 
nol hear from me. ]''ver believe me your most alleelionale husband.’ 

^ 'J’lu' detached siwvice lo Avhii'h the gallant Admiral hert* alludes, wils the long projected 
<’xpedition lo 'rcneiiff’e; Avhich, as ap[K‘ars from a preceding letter lo the Commander in 
Chief, had originateil in the daring sugg<‘slion of Nel.son himself. 'I'o tin* advantages Avhich 
an attack on the loAvn of Santa Cmz had prcAiously offered, Avas now added the intelligence 
that had been received r('s[>ecling the arriA'al there of a rich Spanish ship, El Principe 
d'.Vslurias from Manilla, bound lo Cadi/ with treasure juul a rich cargo. On the morn- 
ing «>f the I4lh of July, 1797, at half jiast eight. Sir Homlio weighed and stood towards 
the main boily of the fleet ; and at noon rceeived ordci’s to take under his command 
the 'J’hescus, Captain J. VV. Miller, Culloden, Captain Troiibridgt;, Zealous, Captain 
S. IJood, Leander, Captain 'I', li. ’I'liompson, St*ahorsc, Captain Frecmantle, Emerald, 
Captain Waller, 'I'erpsichon', Captain U. liowen, Fox cutler. Lieutenant Gibson, and a 
morlar-boal; and by a suddt'ii and vigorous assault to attempt the tOAvn of Santa Cm/. 
Lord Sl.\’incenl, nolAvilhstauding the critical situation in Avhich he Avas placed, liberally 
alloAA'cd Nelson lo select such shi|)s and officers as he approved from the fleet. The next 
d..y, Saturday the 15th, at six A.M. Sir Homlio and his squadron made sail to the AA'Cst- 
Avard, Avilhoul Availing for the Leander avIio had not then joined fmm Lisbon, but folloAvcd 
him on the 18lh; and in a hasty noU* he informed the Admiral, That nothing xchich ought 
to Itc atlvnipted should he left undone. 

According lo the Journal"’ of their proceedings, on Sumlay, July If), 1797, when dis- 


■" llraui) n|> f<>r lliv intitirinatioii of lioriJ St. Vincent iinilcr the direction of Admiral Ndsoli. Tlic original 
i-oiiv, atii rn.niis slightly iillcrcd, was tuninl amongst the NcUun papers. 'I'liis lius been referred to and enlarged 
I'lnin a pii\utc .Imiiinil, uliich tin- Admiral kepi until the loss of his arm. Two dcinilcd accounts of these trans- 
<ir-ii)iiis vM'ie loiiiid ani'iiigst Mime papei.s in u Spanish schooner going home with dispatches, captured off llic coast 
ol I'koIi;ii\ III August 17117, hv the Alcinciic and .A lulroinnchc frigates. 
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Jant lliii ly leagues from Capo Si. Vincent, Uicy were joined by the Tcrpsicliorc. On tin: 
I 71 I 1 the Claplains of the squadron came on board the Theseus, arid received further in- 
structions; and on the 13th the small armed men were directed to «':l|ercisc tlicmselvc's and 
fire at a target. On the '20th, when within tliirl<‘en leagues distance of 'r«’nerine, a general 
signal was made for the Captains; and Captain Trfmbridge, who eonimanded the sc-anitm 
ami marines t« be. landed, n*.ceivcd the following orders: 

To Thomas Troubr’ulgc, list/. Capiaht of II. M. S. Cn/lotifn, and Comniamler of the Torres 
ordered to landed for taking Santa Cruz,, dated Theseus at sea, Jali/ '20, I?})?. 

‘ Sir; f desire you u'ill lake under your command the number of seamen and murines 
named in the margin," who will b,c undcf Captains Hood, Miller, Frecmanlle, Benven and 
\^lcr, and the marines undeV Captain Thomas Oldfield, and a detachment of the royal 
artillery under lieutenant Baynes, all of whom arc now embarked on lx)ard his Majesty’s 
frigates S<‘ahorse, 'rerpsichore, and Emerald. With this dt tachmenl you will proce»‘il as 
nw* to the town of Santa Cruz as jmssible, without endangr'ring your l«>iiig perceived; 
w’hen you will embark as many men as the boats will carry, and force ymir landing in the 
north cast part of the bay of Santa Cruz, near a large battery. 'I’he moment y«m are on 
shore I recommend you first to attack the battery ; which when carried, and ytmr post 
securc'd, you will either proceed by storm against the town and mole-head battery, or send 
in my letter, as you judge most proper, containing a Summons of which 1 send you a co]»y ; 
and the terms arc either to be accepted or rejected in the lime s[)ecified, unless you see 
good cause for prolonging it, as no alteration will be madt' in them: and you will pursue 
such other methods as you judge most proper for s[)cedily ellccling my orders, whic-h are 
to ])ossess myself of all cargoes and treasures which may be landed in the island of ’I'ene- 
riffe. Having the firmest confidence in the ability, bravery, and zeal of youi'self, and of 
all placed under your command, 1 have only heartily to wish you success, and to assure 
you that I am your most obedient and faithful servant, Horatio Nelson.’ 

To the (iot'crnor, or Commanding Officer of Santa Cruz, the Summons of' Sir Horatio kelson, 
Knight of 'the. most Honourable Order of the Hath, Rear Admiral of the Blue, and Com- 
mander in Chief of his Britannick Majesty’s forces by sea and lo/iyi before Santa Cruz ; dated 
Theseus, 20th July, 1797- ♦ 

‘ Sir: 1 have the honour to acquaint you, that I am come to demand the immediate 
surrender of the ship £1 Principe d’Asturias from Manilla bound to Caili/< belonging i<i 
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lilt* Pliilipinr Company, logcilior with her whole anil cnlii'c cargo; and also all such other 
cargoes and j)ropiTly 5s may have been laiuloil in the island of 'reneriffe, and not intended 
for the consninplion ^f its inhabitiints. And, as it is niy earnest wish that not one indivi- 
dual inhabilsint of the island of Tenerillc shonld sulfer by iny demand being instantly eom- 
pli(’d with, [ olTer the ibilowing most honourable and iil)eral terms; which if refused, the 
horrors of war that will fall on the inhabitants of Tcnerilfe, must lie by the world imputed 
to you and yon only; for I shall destroy Santa Crnii and the other towns in the island by 
a bombardment, and levy a very heavy contribution on the island. ^ 

AttTlCLES. 

‘ 1 . 'I’he forts shall be delivei-ed to me, and ii\stantly.a party of the llritish troops shall 
be put in possession of the gates. 2. The garrison shall'‘lay down their arms; but' the 
officers shall be allowed to keei) their swoi-ds, and tin; garrison, ivithout the condition of 
being prisoners of war, shall be ininsported to Spain, or remain in the island whilst their 
conduct is orderly atul pro[)er, as the commanding officer pleases. 3. Upon the expYcss 
condition that the full and entire cargoes of El Principe d’Asturias, and all such other 
cargoes and property as may have been landed in the island of Teneriffe and not intended 
for the consumj)lion of its inhabitants, be given up, and the first article complied with, not 
the smallest contribution shall be levied on the inhabitants; but they shall enjoy the fullest 
jnoteclion in their pei-sons and juoperty. 4. No interference whatever shall Ik; made in 
the Holy Catholic Religion ; the ministers of it, and all its religious orders, shall be consi- 
dered as under my especial care and protection. 5. The laws and magistrates shall be 
continued as at present, unless by the general wish of the islanders. 'J’hese terms sub- 
scribed to, the inhabitants of the town of Santa Criw shall lodge their arms in one house, 
under the joint caR’ of the bishop and chief magistrate; and it Avill be my pride to consult 
with those gentlemen, what may lx; most advantageous for the inhabitants. I allow half 
one hour tor acceptance or rejection. IIokatio Nelson.' 

'J’he following judicious llegnlations were also recommended by him. — First, Tluit 
the boats of each ship should Ixi kept together by towing each other, which M’ill keep 
the. people of each ships^tHecled, and the boats in 8i.\ divisions will lx; nearly got on 
shore the same moinennT ^Jecoudly, 'Phe maiincs ol* each ship of the line to lx; put in 
their launches, which will carry them. Thirdly, The moment the boats are discovered by 
a firing lx;ing made on them, the bomb vessel to commence her fire on the town, and to 
kec]) it up till the Hag of truce is hoisted from either the ^nemy, or from ns. Fourthly, 
That a Captain shonld be directed to sin; the boats put off from the beach, that more 
men may lx; speedily got on shore with the Held pieces. FiAhly, Frigates to anchor as 
soon as possible after the alarm is given, or the forces arc ashore, near the battery in the 
N. E. part of the bay. Sixthly, Immediately as the forces are ashoro, they are to get in 
the loar of the battery marked S. in the N. E. part of the Ixiy, and to instantly storm it, 





and also to lake fiost on ihc top of ihc liill whieli is alx»ve it. Every ship lo UiikI llic 
number of men as against their name expressed, with a proper f)ro|K)rtion of ofliceis : 
And the Captains arc at lil>crty to send as many more men as they^plcasc, leaving sufti- 
eienl to manage the ship, and to man the launeh and another boat. Every Captain, that . 
chooses, is at liberty to land and command his seamen, under the dircelioii of Captain 
IVoubridge. • 

* It is rceouimeuded to put on the seamen as many murine coats or jaekeUs as t an Im^ 

pnK’urcd, and ihfft all should have canvass crop l>ells. The marines to la* all under the 
orders of Captain Qldtield, the senior murine officer, and he is nnpiested to put, himself 
under the direction of Captain Tiymbridge, as is lieutenant Ihiyiu's of the royal artiUi-ry 
w’ith'his detachment.’ *• 

'I’he exiJcrience, and the cautious mind of Nelson endeavouring to anticipate every 
possible obstacle, appear thmughouL the whole of these Orders and Regulations: copies 
of ^/hieh having been sent lo the respective Captains, the boats of the s(|uadron were in 
the ailernoon hoisletl out to take the force, to be landed from the diflerciil ships, on board 
the Seahorse, Terspiehore and Emerald frigsitcs; and a general signal was then made, l‘or 
the Captains of those shijis lo repair on Ixiard the Admiral, and receive the lldloiviiig 
final Orders : 

‘ July 21. The CullcKlen’s officers and nuai with only their arms, to be n-ady to go on 
board the 'rerpsichon* at one I*. M. this day, to carry with them foui- ladders, each of 
which is to liavt^ a lanyard four fathoms long, a sledge hannner, wedges, and a broad axe. 
'J'he boats oars to lx: muffled cither with a pie<*c of canvass or kersey. II. N. 

‘ Memorundum. M’hc Culloden aiul Zealous laicli to make a platform for one eighleon- 
pouncler, the Theseus a sley for dragging cannon. Each shi]) to make as many iron ram- 
rods as possible, it being found -that the wooden ones arc very liable to break when used 
in a hurry. 'Phe Seahorse lo make a platform for one nine-poundcr.' — Having re<-eiv»‘d 
these orders, the Captains went on board the frigates, and slocxl for Tenerilli*. 

* On Friday the 21st of July, I directed,’ adds the Ailinirai in his .ronrnul, ‘ to Ix' em- 
barked on board the Seahorse, Terpsichore, and Emerald frigfi{(;s, ]()0() men, ineliidiitg 
250 marines; attended by all the boats of the Squadron, scaling f^nhlers, and c\erv imph*- 
ment which 1 thought necessary for the success of tlic enterprise. 1 directed that the boats 
should land in the night, betw'cen the fort on the N. £. side of the bay of Santa Cru/, and 
the town,* and endeavour to make themselves masters of that fort; which when done, my 
summons to the Governor was to be sent in, and half an hour allowed for its aeeeplunee 
or rejection. Although tlic frigates, by Iw'elvc o’clock, approaclnxl within tha'c miles of 
the inteoded place of debarkation; yet from the unfon’seen circunistanec of u strong gale 

* Aceordin^ to a private letter, * AImuI two miles to the eaitw.'ird of tlio town.' 



of wiinl in llir oiFing, and a strong cnrrenl againsl them inshore, they W4*re not able lo get 
within a inilo of the liliuiing-phu'e before the day dawned, and discoveretl our force and 
inlontions to the Spaniards. At half ])ast three on the morning f)f the 22d, the 'I’hescus 
and scpiadron bore up for Santa Cru/, and at half past four we saw the Seahorse, 'I’crpsi- 
ehon*, and Emerald oil' the island, with the mortar-boat, and the ships’ boats pulling oil' 
shore. • 

‘ On my approach, Captains Troubridge and Bowen, with Captain Oldiield of the 
marines, eame on board lo consult with me tj|;hHt was best lo be done and wen: of opi- 
nion, that il' they could possess thejuselves of the heights over the fort abo\e nu'ulioned, 
it 4'ould be stormed; to which I gave my assent. At nine the frigates anehore<I mshon:, 
oil' the east end of the town, and landed their men. Strfod off and on .Santa CruzMvilli 
the line of battle ships, and W(»re occasionally. At ten o’clock made the signal to pro- 
pan* for battle, intending lo batter the fort with the line of battle ships, in order lo create 
a diversion: but this was found impracticable, not being able lo get nearer the shore than 
three miles, from a calm and contrary currents; nor (‘ould our men posst'ss themselves of 
‘ the heights, as the enemy had taken possession, and seemed as anxious lo retain, as we 
were to g«'t them. 'J'hus foiled in my original plan, I considt*red il necessary for the 
honour of our King and Country, not lo give over the attempt to poss('ss ourselves of the 
town, that our enemies might be convinced there was nothing which Englishmen were not 
equal lo; and confident in the bravery of llK)se who wouhl be employed in the service, I 
embarked every person from the shore on the 22d at night. 

‘ On the 24th of July, 1 got the ships lo an anchor about two miles to the northward 
of the town; and made every shew for a disposition of attacking the heights, which ap- 
peared to answer the end from tin* great numlwr 4)f people they had placed on them. The 
Jxander, Captain Thompson, joined in the afternoon, aiul her marines wen: added lo the 
force before appointt'd, and Captain Thompson also volunteered his services. At half 
past five in the evening tlu* scpiadron anchored a few miles lo the northward of Santa 
Cruz ; and at six the signal was made for boats lo prepare: to proceed on service, as pre- 
viously ordered.’ 

. r' 

Before the Admiral left the Theseus lo support the honour of his King and Country, 
by engaging in a during attempt againsl an enemy now so well prepared: feeling, with the 
rest of his brave companions, that he might never again return, he addressed the subse- 
quent request lo Lord .St, Vincent. This being the last letter which was written by Kelson 
with his right hand, and strongly expressing his feelings at that awftil moment, a File 
.Simile of the iiand writing has been annexed. 
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‘ A I eleven o’clock at night,’ adds the Journal, ‘ llie boats of the squadron containing 
bclu een 6 and 7OO tnen, with 180 on boanl the Fox cutler, and about 70 or 80 in a boa^ 
we had taken the day before, proceeded in six divisions towards the town. The divisions 
ot the boats were conducted by all the Captains, except Fixtcinantle and Bowen, who at- 
tended with HM! to regulate and lead the way to the attack; every Captain being acquainted 
that the landing was to be made on the Mule, whence they were to hasten as fast as pos- 
sible into the great scpuire, and there to fonu and proeced on such services as might be 
found necessary. We were not discovered until half past one o’clock, when being within 



halCguii shot of llic landing place, I dirccled llic boats to cast off from eacli ollu>r, give an 
liiii!/.a, and push Ibr the shoix*. Tlic alarm bells immodialdy rang, and a lire of thirl v t)r 
forty pieces of cannon, with muscpielry from one »'nd of tla; town l(» the other, opeix'd 
upon us; but nothing could slop the inlre|iidily «>f the Captains leading the di\isions. 
Unfortunately, tla* night being extremely dark, the greatest part of the boats did not see 
the Mole; but'wi'nl onshore through a raging surf, which stove all tin; boats to the left of 
it. It was only Captains i'recinantle, Thompson, llowen, and myself, vilh four or five 
boats, who foiiml the Mole; Avhich was instantly stormed and carried, although defended 
appareiitly by four or five hundred iikmi, and the guns, six tucnly-llmr pounders, were 
si)iked: but such a heavy lire of musrjuotry and grape shot was ke[)l up from the citadel 
and iTousPtr^l th'e head of the .\Vole that we could not advance, and imarly all were killed 
or wounded. Having at this moment ' my right arm shot through, 1 was carried oH' to 
my ship.' 


Previous to tlieir making this last desperate altem|)l, the gallant Sir Horatio with some 
of the Captains of his s(]uadron, had agreed to meet at su|)per on boaixl the Sr'ahorse, 
Captain Freemantlc, at whose table the hnly Avhom he had lately married in tiu' M«-di- 
terranean presuhsl. Nelson, on leaving the 'I'heseus, being sensible of the extreme dangin* 
to which he W'as alxnit to be exposed, had called his son in law lieutenant Nisbet, uho had 
tin; watch on deck, into the cabin, that he might assist in arranging aiul buiniiig his 
mother’s letters; when perceiving that the young man was armed, he had begged «tf him 
earnestly to remain b(;hind, arlditfg, ShouM Imth fitU, Josiah, tjtal uoutd Inrutuv uf ifunr 
poor mol her? The care of the Thesrusfalh to you; stay, therefore, and take ehary,e of her. Sir, 
rcpiieil Nisbet, the ship must take eare of herself, f uiU^io rcilh you to nii>hf, if I never go a^ain. 

'rims attended by his son in law, Nedson had proceeded from llu; Seahorse to the Moh; 
of Santa Cru/; and had there received his severe wound through the 'right elbow, as la; 
was in the act of drawing his sword and stepping out of the boat. This sword whii h he 
had so long and deservedly valued from respect to his uncle Maurice Suckling, vas grasped, 
wlu'n falling, in his left hand, notwithstanding the agony he endured. Lieutenant Nisbet, 
w'ho had remained close to him, .saw his fiilhcr in law w’ounded iioin the tivmendous fire of 
the Spaniards, and heard him exclaim, I am shot through the arm, I am a dead man ! Nisbet 
•placed him at the bottom of the boat, and observing that the sight of the (piantity of blood 
which had rushed from the shatlen?d arm seemed to increase the faintness, he look olf his 
hat to conceal it. He then with great presence of mind examiin'd the stal(‘ of the wouiul. 


s This lust sentence is only found in the rough copy MS. of diis Journal dictated by ilu* .\diiiiinlj and dt.iu n 
up by the secretary; and has u pen drawn across it, us if Nelson hud resolved not to speak liiiiisLdf of ilu' wimuuI 
he hud received. 

' According to the information of un Officer who was present, the same fire from the fiiciiiy wliitli wouiidcd 
Admiral Nelson, also wounded seven other men in their right arms. 
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and holdinw the shaltorcd arm so as to stanch tlic blood, he took some silk handkerchiefs 
from bis neck and Imund them tightly above the lacerated vessels; but for this attention. 
Nelson as he atlerwards deelanxl, must have perished. Mr. Nisbet was assisted by a sea- 


man of the name t)f liovel, one of the Admiral’s bargemen; who, having torn his shirt into 
shreds, constructed a sling lor the woumlcd arm. They then collected five other seamen, 
and at length with their assistance got the boat afloat, which had grounded from the fltll- 
iug of the tide. Having thus far succeeded, J,ieutcnant Nisl)et took one of ^hc oars that 
renuiined, and ordered the man who steered to go close under the guns of the batteries, 
that they might be safe from their tremendous fire. The voice of his son in law enforcing 
this judicious order, roused Sir iIt)i~.aio from his fainting eta te, and he immediately desired 
to be lifted up in the boat, that, to use his own words, ‘ he might look a litticyjrlJciutlMm:' 
lie was accordingly raised by Nisbet. The scene of desruelion and the tempestuous sea 


were sublinwly dreadful: 


A painful uncertainty prevailed res|M.’eliiig the fate of his brave 


companions ^ wlien, on a sudiien, a general shriek Iroin the crew of the Fox, which had 


sunk from a shot she had rt'ceivetl under water, mside the noble Admiral forget his own 


weak and painful slate. Many were reseiiod from a watery grave by Sir Horatio himself, 
whose humane exertions on this (Hcasion add«-d considerably to the agony and danger 


of his wound. Ninety-seven men, including lieutenant Gibson, were lost, and eiglity- 
ihrec Avere saved. I'hc first sliip which the b«»at could rcsieh happened to be the Seahorse; 
but nothing would induce llie wounded Admiral to go on board, though he was assured 
that it inighl be at llto risk of his life, if they alUmipled to row to another ship: Thai 1 
u-ill die, he exelaimetl, J\tr I hud rather suffer death than alarm Mrs. Freemanik by her sre- 
iii!' me in this state, and rchen 1 can ffve her no tidins's whatever of her husband. They accord- 
ingly proceeded without further delay for the 'riieseus; when notwithstanding the in- 
creascil pain and weakness winch he experienced, lie jiercmptorily refused all assistance 
in getting on hoartl: Let me alone, I have yet my kgs left, and one arm. Tell (he surgeon to 
wake haste and net his instruments. I know I must lose my right arm, so the sooner it is off 


(he hetfer. 

Some account of what passeil after the Admiral had been Avounded', is contained in a 
letter 1‘roin Mr. Hosle, one of the midshipmen, to his father. ‘ At two o'clock in llie morn- 
ing Admiral Nelson returned on board, lieiiig dn;adfully Avounded in his right arm with a' 
grape shot. 1 leave you, Sir, to judge of my situation, Avhen 1 beheld ;jur boat approach 
Avitli him Avho I may say has bei ii a second father to iue,« his right aViii tlangling by his 
side, Avhilst with his left lie jumped up the ship’s side, and displayed a spirit that aslo- 
iiislu'd everv one. He undei Aveiil the ampuUition with the same firmness and courage that 
lia\c- always marked his eharaeler. At four o’clock several of the boats rcliuncd to the 
ship, not having been iible to laud on aecoiuii of the heavy fire tliat was kept up by the 
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enemy. At daylight the enemy began to cannonade the shipping, whicli we nanriicd, 
and soon silenced them. We now begJin to entertain bad hojx's of our men who had 
landed, and not without reason; for in less than half an hour arterwards, a boat, llial had 
escaped from the shore, informed us that all our people were obliged to surrender, having 
stipulated that they should be sent on board their respective ships, which was gi-jinled by 
the governor. At nine, a flag of truce came oflT from Santa Crui: with a Spanish oflicer, 
and the Captain of the Emerald, who besides other bad news inforiiu'd us, that lieutenant 
.Weatherhead was|morlally wounded. This was a stroke wliieli indeed 1 could hardly 
stand against: however, convinced that it was not a time to give way, 1 got every thing 
in iny power ready for his reception, and about eleven o’clock he was t-onveyed on board 
. in a cradle. The surgeon examined his wound, and said he thought it impossible he could 
live long.' I-aKTsorry to say, his words proved too tme; he lingered out to Saturday the 
agth of July, and then expired, seemingly without pain. In him I lost a true friend, and 
the nation, I believe I may say, as brave an oflicer as ever was on board a ship, lie was 
the favourite of the ship’s company, and universally beloved by every person who had the 
pleasure of his acquainUnce. On Sunday the 30tli, his body was committed to the deep, 
and three vollies of musquetry were fired in honour to his memory. Admiral Nelson gave 
me a commission to act as lieutenant in his vacancy; happy would it have made me 
under any other circumstances.’ 

Captain Frccmantle was severely wounded in the right ann soon after the Admiral, 
and fortunately meeting with a boat on the beach, had been instantly convc'ycd to the 
Scahorst;. For the proceedings of Captain Troubridge and of the officers who were with 
him. Sir Horatio referred Lo«l St. Vincent U> the following letter; and added, ‘ 1 cannot 
but express my admiration of the firmness with wliich Captain Troubridg*^ and his brave 
associates supported the honour of the British flag; and I must not omit to accpiaint you 
with the satisfaction I received from the conduct of lieutenant Baynes of the Iloyal artil- 
lery, not only from the ardpwr 'with which he undertook every service, btil also iVom his 
professional skill.' 

Captain Troubridge to Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B. dated CuUodeti, July 25, 1797. 

‘ Sir: From the darkness of the night I did not immediately hit the Mole, the spot ap- 
• pointed to^d'^l, but pushed on shore under the enemy’s battery close to the southward 
of the citadel;'^ptainWaller landed at the same time, and two or three other boats. The 
surf was so high many put bjick; the boats were full of water in an instant, and stove 
against the rocks.' and most of the ammunition in the men's pouches was wet. As soon 
as I had collected a few men, I immediately advanced with Captain Waller to the srpmre. 
the place of rendezvous, in hopes of there meeting you and tlic remainder ot the people; 
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and I wailed about an hour, during which lime I sent a serjcant, with two gentlemen of 
the town, to summon ihe citadel. I fear the serjcant was shot on his way, as 1 heard 
nothing of him afterwards. The ladders being all lust in the surf, or not. to be found, no 
immediate attempt could bo made on the citadel ; I therefore inarched to join Captains 
Hood and Miller, who 1 had intelligence had made good their landing, with a body of 
iiKMi, to the jS, W. of the place I did. I then endeavoured to procure some account of you 
and the rest of the officers, but without success. By daybreak we had collected about 
(‘ighty marines, eighty pikemen, and one hundred and eighty small arn(cd seamen ; these 
1 found were all who remained alive that had made good their landing: with tills force, 
having jwocured some aimnunition from the Spanish prisoners we had made, we were 
marching to try what could be done with the citadel without ladders; when wc found the 
whole of the streets commanded by field pieces, and upwards of 8000 Spamards and 100 
French under arms, approaching by every avenue. As Uie boats were all stove, and I 
saw no possibility of getting more men on shore, the ammunition wet, and no provisions, 

1 sent Captain Hood with a flag of truce to Uie Governor, to declare, ‘ I was prepared to 
burn the town, which ] should immediately pul in force, if he approached one inch far> 
thor;' and at the same time 1 desired Captain Hood to say, * It would be done with regret, 
as 1 had no wish to injure the inhabitants; that if he would come to my terms 1 was willing 
to treat;’ wliich he agrei'd to. 1 had the honour to send you a copy of them by Captain 
Waller, which 1 hope will meet witli your approbation, and appear highly honourable. 
The following parley was sent with the flag of truce: * Santa Cruz^ Jultf 25th. That the 
troops, &c. belonging to his Britannic Majesty sliall cihliark with all their amis of every 
kiiul, and lake their boats oif, if saved, and he provided with such other as may be want- 
ing: In consideration of which it is engaged on their part, that they siiall not molest the 
town in any manner by the siiips of the British squadron now before it, nor any of the 
islands in the Canaries, and prisoners shall lie given up on both sides. Given under my 
hand and Word of Honour, Sam. Hood. Ratified by T. TnouBRiDCK, and J. Antonio 
Gutirkrez.’ 

Captain Troubridge thus concluded his letter. * From the small body of men, and the 
greater part licing pike and small armed .seamen which can be only called iir^ulars, with 
very little ammunition in the pouches but what had got wet in the surf at Igpding, I could 
not cx|)ect to succeed in any attempt upon the enemy, whose superior strength 1 have^ 
before mentioned. The Spanish Officers assure me they expected us, and were perfectly 
prepared with all the batteries and Uie numlier of men already mention^ under arms. 
This, with the great disadvantage of a rocky coast, high surf, and in the face of forty 
pieces of cannon, will shew, thougii wc were not successful, what an Englishman is equal 
to; and 1 have the pleasure to acquaint you, that we marched through the town on our 
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return with the British colours flying at our head. P. S. I beg also to say, that when 
tlie terms were signed and ratified, the Governor in the handsomest manner si'nt u large 
proportion of wine, bread, &c. to refre.sh the people, and shewed every mark of attention 
in his power.’ 

Sir Horatio, in his Journal, mentions nearly the same circumsUinees as are contained 
in Captain Troubridge’s letter. Tlie Governor of the citadel at first made sj)ine little de- 
mur, and told Captain Hood that the English ought to surrender themselves prisoners of 
war; to which tha| officer replied, Captain Troubridge has directed me. Sir, to sap, that if 
the terms he offers arc not accepted in Jive minutes, he will set the town on Jire, and at lack the 
Spaniards at the point of the bayonet: upon which the Governor immediately i IusckI with 
the terms. * And here,’ adds the Admiral, * it is right we should notice the nobh? and ge.- 
nerous conducrof 1). Juan Antonio Gutierrez, the Spanish Governor. The moment the 
terms were agreed to, he directed our wounded men to be received into the hospitals, and 
all our people to be supplied with the best provisions that could be procured; and made 
it known, that the ships were at liberty to send on shore, and purchase whatever refresh- 
ments they were in want of during the time they might lie off the island. — At sewen o’clock 
1 got under weigh, the squadron in company, standing off and on. On the 27th of July, 
1797* I received the remainder of the offic<‘rs, seamen, and marines, on boaril; and ordt'rt'd 
the body of Captain Richard Bowen* to be committed to the deep, with the honours of 
war.’ 

Nothing could surpass the steddy and decided valour which the whole of the selected 
band of heroes displayed on this memorable though unsuccessful enterprise. Their last 
attempt was certainly daring and hazardous in the extreme, and it was considered by them 
all as the forlorn hope.— Having paid their hist melancholy duty to the rcinains of tiu' gid- 
lant Bowen, whose fall was a loss to his Country, Sir Horatio Nelson immedialely sent oil' 
his dispatches to Lord St. Vincent on board the Emerald, Captain Waller, which sailed on 
the next day, July 28. Of these the following is a copy. ‘ Theseus, off Santa Cruz. Sir: Jn 
obedience to yoiir orders to make a vigorous attack on the town of Santa Cruz in the island 
of Teneriffe, I directed, from the ships under my command, 1000 men, including mariiu's, 
to be prepared for landing under the direction of Captain 'rroubridge of 11. M. S. (’ullodcn, 
“and Captains Hood, Thompson^ Ereemantle, Bowen, Miller and Waller, who very hand- 
somely volunteered their services: and altliough I am under the painful necessity of ac- 
quainting you, that we jljave not been able to succeed in our attack, yet it is my duty 

I . 

' * This brave dBcer waVIcilled ia'itMmidg the Mole; hia brother Jmneii, a Post Captain in ibe service, .it 
preient bonows the utnatiba of thp^Conpbdooerg for. the Transport service. 
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to stale, that I believe more daring intrepidity was never shewn than by tlie Captains, 
OlTiecrs, and men, you did me tlie honour to plaec under my command: and the detail 
which I transmit you herewith, will I hope convince you that my abilities, humble ^ they 
are, have been exerted on the present occasion. Enclosed 1 also transmit you a list of 
killed and wounded;* and amongst the fornier it is with the deepest sorrow 1 have to place 
the name of Captain Richard Bowen of H. M. S. Terpsichore, than whom a more enter- 
prising, able and gallant Officer does not grace his Majesty’s naval service;' and with much 
rt'grct 1 have to mention the loss of lieutenant John Gibson, Cominande(' of the Fox cutter, 
and a great number of gallant officers and men.’ 

By llio saiiK' conveyance ihc dejected Nelson sent* the following private communica- 
tion to his Admiral, strikingly descriptive of the pain he endured both in mind and body, 
as ihe following Fac Simile will evince. 


* List of Killed, Wounded, and Drowned, at the Attack of Santa Criir. 


Ship** Names. 

1 KilUd. 1 

1 W'iiundcd. 1 

! Drowned. 

1 Seamen and 
Marines. 

Total 

Kdled. 

Total 

Wounded and 
Drowned. 

Sramrn. 

ManiiCH. 1 

1 Seamen. | 

1 Marines. 

Theseus 

8 


mB 


mm 

12 

59 

CuUoden • • • • 

1 





S 

34 

Zealous 

3 


>9 


WBm 


21 

I^eander 

1 


1 


HI 

MM 

5 

Seahorse 

(2 

0 

13 

\ 

HI 

2 1 

14 

Terpsichore 

8 

0 

y 

2 

HI 

8 

13 

Emt^rald 

5 

3 

11 

0 

HEH 

8 

21 

Fox Cutter. . • . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

HI 

0 

17 

Total 

28 

ifi 

JK) 

13 

1 • 10] i 
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Officers killed. Richard Bowen, Ciiptain of the Terpsichore, George Thorpe, first Lieutenant of ditto. John 
Wc'thcrhead, Lirutenant of the Theseus. Willium Earnshaw, second Lieutenant of the Lieander« Raby Robin- 
sun, Lieuienant of Marines, Leaiider. Lieutenant Baisbaiiij Marines^ Emerald. Lieutenant Gibson of the Fox 
ciilUT drowned. 


Offiiers ntmnded. Rear Admiral Nelson, light arm shut through. Captain Thompson, Leander, slightly.*^ 
Captain Freeinantle, Seahorse, in the right arm. Lieutenant J. Douglas, ditto, in the hand. Mr. Waits, mid- 
shipman, Zealous. 
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Ikforc Ihe squadron IcR ihe island of Teneriffe, mulual civilities had passed between 
Sir Horatio and D. Juan: the former had requested the Governor to accept of a cask of 
English beer and a cheese, and he in return had sent the Admiral a ceuple of larp flasks 
of the best Canary wine. During the passage fromTenerifie, Nelson at intervals, with much 
pain and difficulty, wrote to Lady Nelson at Bath. ‘ I am so confident of your aflcction, 
my dearest Eaiiny, that 1 am certain the pleasure you will receive will be equal, whether 
my letter is written with my right hand or my left: It was the chance of war, and I have 
great reason to be thankful; and I know it will add much to your pleasure to find, that 
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Josiah, under God’s providence, was principally inslruinenlal in saving niy life. I shall 
not be surprised iF I am neglocled and Forgot len, probably f shall no longer be c.onsideroil 
as uscFul; however I shall Feel rich iF I continue; lo enjoy your alFection. I’he Cottage is 
now more necessary than ever. LiculeMianl Wetherhead is gone; poor F<‘llo\», he lived I’our 
days after he was wounded. I shall not tdose this letter until 1 join the fleet, which time 
seems distant,^br it lias been calm these thm; days past. I am much more nrovcri'd than any 
one could have t^xpeclod. T beg neither you nor iny Father will think nuu-h of this niisha[i, 
iiiy miml has long Ijcen made up to such an event. (Jod bless you. I*. S. Auaust UiV//. 
.fust joined the fleet: perFcctly well, and I think I shall lx: with you, perhaps, as soon as this 
letter. Good Lord St. Vincent has made Josiah a Master and Commander. I .shall come to 
liath the moment permission sent From the Admiralty For me to strike my flag, should Sir 
Peter Farker not feel himsi'lF authorise<l lo grunt me leave, oF absence; when the first you 
Avill hear oFiiic will be at the <loor.’ 

On the same day he also wrote to F.arl St. Vincent. ‘ 1 re joice at being once more 
in sight oF your flag, and with your permission will come on boanl the Ville de Paris, 
and pay you my respects. A left handed Adminil will nev<*r again lie considcreil as usc- 
Ful; ihcrctbre the sooner I get lo a very humble Cottage the better, and make room For a 
sounder man to serve the State.’ / 

Jiurl St. Vincent to Sir Horatio Nelson^ August l6, 1?P7- j 

* My dear Admiral : Mortals cannot command success, you and your companionf have 
certainly deserved it, by the greatest tiegree of Heroism, and l*ci'se\erance, that ever was 
exhibited. I grieve for the loss of your arm, and for the fate of j)oor Bowen and Gibson, 
with that of the other brave men who Fell so gallantly. 1 hope you and Captain Frec- 
inautle are doing well; the Seahorse shall carry you to Flngland the moment her wants 
are supplied. All the wishes you may flivour me with shall be fulfilled, as Far as is con- 
sistent with what I owe to some valuable officers in the Ville de Paris. Voui's most truly 
and afiectionately.’ 

Sir Horatio went on board the Adniiml the sanu' day, but came back to his own ship 
at four in the afternoon. His official leave to return to England is dated ,.\ugnsL *20, by 
which time the Seahorse had got properly fitted for the passage*. 'I'lx' day after leaving (he 
. fleet, he fell in with the Dido, and sent the following account of his own and Captain Frcc - 
mantle’s health to Lord St. Vincent. * 1 cannot let Dido pass, withoutlx^ginning to e.xpress 
my thanks for your unvaried goodness to me, which I hope 1 shall never forget. As to my- 
self, I am exactly as I left you. Freemantle" 1 think very bad, and a month hence he 

« Captain Freemantle did not recover for upwards of a twelvoinonih^ during which his bufTcrings were very 
severe. Owing to this circumstance he was prevented from returning with his gallant friend to the Mcditcrrnncnii^ 
and participating in the glorious victory at Aboiikir. 
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may lose liis arm. Wo have a fine fair wind.’ — Duriniv llu' passage Nelson would not 
pcrmil the surgeon to e.vainini? his arm, and his suH'erings and irritation were al times 
very gn*at. Heing arrived al Si)ilhead, he received the. Admiralty’s penhission on Sep* 

. tember 2d to strike his Hag, and immediately proceeded without delay to his Father and 
Lady Nelson at liath. His letter, as he imagined, had not Itmg preceded his arrival. The 
dirt'erenee of the hand-writing had at first perplexed the readers, and it was some lime 
before Lady Nelson had discovered with inexpressible anguish that it wa^ actually tvritlen 
by Imm’ wounded husband, 'riicy had heard of an expedition on which a part of Lord St. 
Vincent’s fleet had been detached, and painful rumours had prevailed: neither of them 
had resolution to read it. The dreadful change iti the well known hand-writing created 
an uncertainly, which magnified ail that could have happoticd. At last Mrs. Bolton, who 
was on a visit to her Father, al his napiesl disclosed the contents; she was sincerely 
attached to her brother, and for some ininuU's their afteelionalc sympathy rendered them 
insensible to the joy of his reluni. Whilst they were alternately expecting and despairing 
of his arrival. Lady Nelson one evening suddenly distinguished the sound of her husband’s 
voice directing his carriage where to stop. 1’he aflectionate mind and filial regard of a 
son so long absent, were rewarded by the blessings of an aged Father and by the tender- 
ness of the faithful partner of his early and more humble Ibrtuncs. 

On tin* 30lh of August, 1797f Sir Horatio had written to Earl Spencer, us first Lord 
■ of the Admiralty ; who on the 3d of Seplcmljcr returned the following answer from Althorpe. 
* Dear Sir: Had I not this day received your letter, I shoidd have taken the first oppor- 
tunity, after the intelligence reached me of the arrival of the Seahorse, to express my ad- 
miration of your very glorious, though unsuccessful attack on Santa Crux. I shall not 
endeavour to describe the sensations which this, added to all your other most gallant and 
distinguished actions, has excited in my mind, as well as .that of every other person, nor 
the sincere regret which we have all tell al the wound you have received. 1 hope, how- 
ever, that you will soon find your health ret'stablished ; and though 1 am naturally very 
anxious to see, and l)C personally accpiaintcd with one whom I have so long been in the 
habit of admiring, 1 beg you would not think it necessary to leave Bath a moment sooner 
than may be consistent with a pro|)er allcntion to your recovery.' 

i/. R. 11. the Duke of Clarence to Sir Horatio Nelson^ K.Ji. dated Dover ^ Sept. 7, 1797. 

* Dear Sir: ] congnitulale you with all my heart upon your safe arrival al last, covered 
with honour and glory. As an old friend, 1 cannot but lament the very severe loss you 
have sustained in your right arm; yet I hope your health is good, and that you arc gone to 
Bath more for the purpose of being with your Father and Lady Nelson, than for the re- 
establishment of ii constitution, in which 1 am doubly inlcn'stcd ; both as a friend, and as 
one who is anxious to sei: the Country have restored to it a brave and excellent Officer. 
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Excuse my anxiety, it proceeds from frumdslup and admiration of your public chanuier. 
My best wishes and coinplimeiUs alteiid you and Lady Nelson, and ever believe me, dear 
Sir, yours sincerely, William/ ‘ 

On the same day he had written to his Iloyal Highness from Hath. ‘ Sir: f trust 
your R. II. will attribute my not having sent a letter since my arrival to its true cause, viz. 
the not being i^w a ready writer. 1 feel confident of your sorrow f<»r my aceideul: but I 
assure your Roya^ Highness, that nut a scrap of that ardour with which I have hitherto 
served our King has iK-en shot away.’ 

During his continuance at. Rath, he was attended by a surgt'on of the name of 
Nieholls: notwithstanding tht^pain which he experienced, Nelson was not umniiidful 
of those friends uhose adoption he had tried. On the. 8th of Si'plembe.r, 1797, when 
writing to Sir Andrew Hammond, IJart. at Weymouth, lit* thus delivered his opinion re- 
specting the late expedition to 'I'enerifle. ‘ My dear Sir Aiulrc’vv: I have e.ver been fully 
sensible that you have spoken of my services in the most flattering maimer; and for this 
lust mark of your kindness, I cannot sullleii'iitly thank yon. Success covers a multitude 
of blundei's, and the want of it hides the greatest gallantry and good conduct. You will 
see by my .lournal, that the first attack on the 'ilst of July, under 'IVoubridge, completely 
failed; and it was the 2jith, before it could lx* again attac’ked, which gave four days lor 
collecting a force to ojiposc us....]My jiride sufleivd; and although I felt the, second attack 
as a forlorn hope, yet the honour of our Country called for the attack, and that I should 
command it: I never expected to ‘return, and am thankful.’ 

On the 20th of September, 1798, he had the freedom of the. ancient City of Hrislol 
transmitted to him by Mr. S. Worrall; and on the 22d, a letter from the Heralds 
Office was sent to signify His Majesty’s gracious intention of invc‘.sting him with the 
Ensigns of the most llonoumblc Order of tlu' .Bath, and to reipiest his attendance at 
St. James’s for that purpose on the 27th. 'Phe honour of this Order, and the gracious 
manner of his King when investing him with the insignia of it, made a lasting impression 
on the mind of Nelson. It was owing to tlx; high estimation in whii-h he always held this 
badge of eminence, that he afterwards placed the other numerous marks of ilislinction 
he had acquired, round the Star of the Bath; since he uniformly consideivd that as the 
• centre of the whole galaxy, and therefore wore it the nearest to his heart, 'rids, however, 
occasioning an ajvpearancc of preference to some foreign Orders, that were necessarily 
placed by this arrangement above that of the Bath, it became altenxl. 

Amidst the congratulations which Nelson received on his return to his native land, 
a letter from tlie father of lieutenant Weatlicrhead who fell at Tenerifl’e, anti who had on 
all occasions gained the admiration of those with whom he served, peculiarly merits atten- 
tion and commiseration : ‘ 1 am conscious, Sir, that 1 ought long since to have congratulated 
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you on your return to your native Country, and to have offered my acknowledgments for 
the many and great favours conferred on my poor Boy. I have more tlnm once sat down 
with an iulenlion of making Uiis offering of my gmtilude, but have hitherto constantly 
found my sj)irits unequal to llic accomplishment of it. I now, Sir, though late, beg leave 
to present my most sincere thanks for the numerous and signal favours conferred on my 
Son, from the moment he entered with you on board the Agamemnon, to lh»>^hour of his fall; 
and J hope you will not think them less sincere, on account of their hdving been so long 
delayed. — ^I’o the last moment of my existence I shall letain a lively remembrance of all 
your favours. I would willingly flutter myself^ and tlic hope affords some slight degree 
of consolation, That you did not find my Boy totally unworthy of the generous patronage 
you so lil)erally extended towards him. That you may long live to serve your Country, and 
to enjoy those honours you have so nobly though so dearly gained, is the most earnest wish 
of, Sir, your greatly obliged and obedient servant, Thomas Weatherhead.' 

l*revious to his leaving Bath, I^ady Nelson, at the earnest rei|uest of her husband, 
had attended the dressing of his arm, until she had acejuired sufficient skill and resolu- 
tion to perform it herself, which she afterwards did continually. On his an-ival in Lon- 
don, he Avas attended by Mr. Cniikshanks, and his nepheAV Mr. 'riiomas; by Mr. Jefferson 
who had been surgeon of the Agamemnon, and, at the request of Mr. Bulkeley, one of 
the two surviving officers who had been on the San Juan exjicditiun. Dr. Moseley was 
afterwards called in. But the Avound liccoming still more painful, and his spirits very 
loAv, it Avas also shcAvn to other eminent surgeons, and amongst the rest to Mr. Keatc; who 
strongly recoinmcnding that the cure should be left to time and nature, it was accordingly 
preferred to more violent methods. 

Sir Horatio Nelson to Earl St. Vincent^ dated I/mdon, Sept, 18, 1797* 

‘ IMy tlcar Lord: 1 shall be brief at first. I had a very miserable passage home, and 
this day am not the least lictter than Avhen I left good Dr. Weir; and Cruikshanks has 
me noAv in hand. I found my domestic happiness perfect, and I hope lime will bring 
me about again; but I have suffered great misery. My general reception from John Bull 
has liecn just Avhat 1 Avished, for I assure you they never forget your name in their honest 
praises. I have iioav a favour to beg of you. After George Cockburn’s gallant action 
with the Sabina, 1 directed a gold hilled Sword to be made for him, which I had hoped' 
to present to him myself in the most public and handsome manner; but as Providence has 
decreeil otherAvise, I must beg of you to present it for me.* My good friend Grey will, I 
hope, inquire and get it out of the Argo. I feel confident of your goodness. Good Cap- 
tain Locker has just been Avilh me, and made the most kind inquiries after you. 1 am 
not to go to the levee until the end of next week. Lady Nelson sends her love. God bless 
you.’ 
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ol’ tlio same month, when our religious Monarch n'ndered public honour to the Su- 
j>reim? Ileiiig lor the naval victories that had l)c<m gained. 

T/if fit’V. Edmund Nelson fit Hath to his Son, Dec. 1797. 

*’ My dear Horatio: 1 caimol sufliciently extol the praises of that all good and gracious 
Providences u-hieh has been your protector from such innumerable peiils. Vour peculiar 
preser\alion JVovidence has ordained lor gr<*al ami wise purposes; J kvisvidently gives 
His angeds c-harge concerning thee. 1 have lived long, and seen many'days in the small 
sphere that it has been my lol to move in; and 1 I'cgard you, my good Son, as a rare in- 
stance of personal merit n*wardetl with self-<‘ai*ned huirels. Ye)U once stootl alone; and 
had you fallen, no hand was near to raise you. May I, O/tJod ! have regarded that bless- 
ing as jjroperly as from frail man could be exp(‘cU*d. — I ought to have addressed a letter 
to my good Lady Nelson, but I rely upon her kindness in excusing the indolence of an 
old, iidirm Father: she knows she may depend on me in all places and all seasons, to act 
with aHectionate kindness towards her and you. Edm. Nelson.^ 

Towartls the close of 1797> Admiral Nelson rcccivc'd information from Lord Sl.Vinceut 
that he liad written to liOrd Spencer, and had desinxl that the Fimdroyant might be fitted 
for Sir Horatio’s flag as soon as she was launched: Ins Lordship also added that .iohu 
Sykes was gunm’r of the ^Andromache. — Accordingly in writing to Captain J3erry, Nelson 
had said, ‘ 'I'hc Foudroyant will be launclu'd in January, and be commissioned early 
ill I’l bruary. I am not perfectly at lilKMty about a first lieutenant, but I believe (Jalway 
will be the man, and Mr.A'assal second, although a much older ottici'i*; but if they do not 
choose to stand as 1 like in the ship, the}; may stay away, and so I have told Mr. Vassal.' 
About the same date a letter arrived from Captain .Miller: ‘ A thousand thanks, my dear 
Sir, for your \ery llaltcring I'xpressions of regard for me, which it will 1)0 the pride of my 
life to prescr\e. I wish that Sykes had served time siifticienl, as 1 would have endea- 
voured to lU'cvail on lionl Si.Vincent to make him a lieutenant: his manners and conduct 
are so cntin ly above his situation, that nature certainly intended him for a gentleman.' 
Nelson also received, at this time, what he prized very highly, a few lines from the brave 
Sykes himself. 

'J’hc Foudroyant not getting so forward as had been expected, (he V’anguard, Dec. 
the 19th, was commissioned for his Hag; and on the 10th of January, 1798, Nelson in* 
writing to J^ord St. Vincent from Hath, informed him, that the Vanguard was rigged, 
had her ground tier on Ixiard, and nearly 400 meij^ ‘ I hope,' added he, ‘ to be with you 
early in March, for to you 1 trust I am going, un||^ you are destined for the CJiannel. 1 
have been much flattered by the kind notice of Lord Luusdown, who speaks of you in the 
manner you always ought to be spoken of. I have no wishes to convey, but that my son- 
in-law .losiali may merit your good opinion, and that health and every blessing may attend 
you, in all which Ijady Nelson most cordially joins.’ 
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Lord St. Vincent to Sir II. Nelstm. dated Lisbon, Jan. 8, 1798. 

‘ My dear Admiral: I congraliilalc you. Lady Nclsou, and your Couniry inosl heartily, 

on your Ix:ing released from the torment of the ligament, which, thank God, is now no 
» 

inon:. . .Why is not a monument voted in St. Paul’s to perpetuate the memory of the gal- 
lant Bowen.'* I pul it strongly to Lord Spencer. If you have an opportunity, pray express 
my surprise tha^m mention has been made of him in either house of Parliament. 

* I am much m a loss to rcconcile the plans in contemplation to auginent this deel 
and extend its operations, with the {leace which Portugal seems determined to make with 
France, .upon any terms the latter may please to impose; because Gibraltar is an unsafe 
depot for either storas or provii^ons, which the Spanianls ha\e always in their p«)Avcr to 
destroy, and Uic French keep such an army in Italy, that 'J'useany and Naples would full 
a sacrifice to any the smallest assistance rendered to our tied. 1 therefora am puz/hxl to 
account for what 1 hear from merchants in liondon and at Lisbon, upon the subject of 
covering trade to the two last mentioned territories, and to the fjevant, filled as the 
seas arc by privateers. — No man acquits himself more ably in a public slmuion than my 
old friend Wilkes; and I was very sure he wouhl mark the signal services you have 
achieved, in his address on presenting the freedom of the city.’ 

'I’he Vanguard sailed from Blackstakcs to the Nore early in March, and was well 
officered. In addition to those alretuly mentioned by the Rear Admiral in his letter, 
Mr. W. S. Parkinson was third lieutenant, Henry Compton fourth, .T. Adye fiRh, Bladen 
Capel sixth; Captain of marines W. Faddy, Lieutenants of mariiu’s Noble, Young, and 
Hare ; Master Mr. W. Clod, Chaplain Rev. Mr. JComyn, Pui'ser Mr. Shepj>ard, Surgeon 
Mr. Jefferson, and Admirars secretary Mr. J. Campbell. Captain Berry passed the Downs 
in the ship on the 12th of March, and proceeded to Portsmouth. 

It was a [lainful struggle for the venerable Edmund Nelson to part with a son, whom 
the service of his Couniry had so long kept at a distance from him; but the ri;signation and 
patriotism of the old man at length soothed the yi?arnings of a father’s heart: on the 9th 
of March he wrote, as follows, from Bath. ‘ To know you are v('ry soon to leave England, 
and not to say farewell, would seem uiiniindful of a Parent’s regard. Who can see without 
anxiety, that your duly long has, and will still lead you into paths where perhaps roses 
grow, but intermixed with many a thorn? I trust in the Lonl that he will prosper your 
going out and your coming in. I eaniesUy desired once more to see you, and that wish 
has been heard. If 1 should presume jppsay, I hope again to see you, the question would 
be readily asked, * How old are youf-M/k^, Vale, Homine Vale! Kdm. Nelson.' 

Shr llokdio Nelson to his Father at Bath, dated March 14, 179ff" 

* My d^ar.Fulhef ; I tjiank you for your affectionate letter, as indeed yours always are ; 
and I hope feur piolidjis/tp nfcurn with the olive branch, and to find you in as good a 
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Stull' as will'll we parted. 1 have this day lukeii leave of the King; and on Saturday I 
expect to be ordered to leave town for Portsmouth, where 1 ho]ic I shall not remain forty- 
eight hours; but my movements now depend on Lord Spencer. Lady Nelson intends 
setting out for Bath the same moment 1 do for Portsmouth. At all times, and in all 
places, believe me over with the truest filial affection, your dutiful Son.’ 

In taking leave of that domestic happiness which had proved such a^'iace to his mind, 
a gloomy forelxiding hung on the spirits of his affectionate wife, which air Horatio exerted 
himself to disperse: * My ambition,’ he exclaimed, ‘ is satisfied, I now go to raise you to 
that rank in which I liave long wished to see you.’ 

On the l6th of March, 17i)8, the Rear Admiral recci^d his orders to hoist his flag on 
board the Vanguard, and he immediately made every preparation to join his ship. On 
the 38th he left London for Portsmouth, and on the 9th of April, after an ineffectual 
attem[)t to get to sea on the first, as he has already mentioned in his Memoir, he sailed 
with a fair w'ind from St. Helens.— On his reaching the Tagus, he wrote to Lady Nelson, 
dated April 24lh. ‘ Wo arrivcil here yesterday in fourteen days from St. Helens. Lord 
St. ^'^inc('nt is at sea off Cadix, having Avished to prevent some Spanish ships from getting 
out, but Avithout effect; for one ship of the line, the Monarca, and two frigates escaped 
on the 12th; the Neptuno 84, and two more frigates arc also on the wing, but I hope they 
Avill not escape his vigilance. The Dolphin is here, and her Captain: Josiah, is very 
well. If possible, I shall sail to-morrow to join the fleet. I can hardly describe to you 
the miserable appearance of this place after seeing England. I pray fervently for peai'c.’ — 
In another letter to IT. R. IT. the Duke of Clarence, on his joining the fleet, April 39, he 
added, * The neAV Viceroy of Mexico has got off. By their detachments it does not appear 
probable that the Spanish fleet Avill put to sea for the sake of fighting; therefore 1 fear Ave 
shall have a dull campaign off Cadiz; and the Earl’s force will not 1 apprehend admit of 
his detaching me up the Mediterranean, to endeavour to get hold of the French squadron 
now masters of that sea.’ 


Earl St. Vincent to &V Horatio Nelson. 

‘ My dear Admiral: I do assure you, the Captain of the Dolphin has acquitted himself 
marvellously avcU in three instances: In getting his ship out and joining us off Cadiz soon 
after we arrived, in conducting a convoy of transports with troops from Gibraltar to Lis- 
bon, and lately, in pushing out to protect the stragglers *of the convoy from England in 
very bad Aveather; and he also improves in manners and conversation, and is amply stored 
Avith abilities, which only Avant cultivation to render him a very good character. 

‘ I think Captain James Cornwall of the Marlborough, who fell in an action (17th Feb. 
1733) that disgraced his Majesty’s arms beyond any thing in naval history, except in the 
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instance of Bcnbow’s Captains, had a Monument in AVestminster Abi)cy * at the public 
expence: tliis is .easily ascertained, and, if 1 am correct, will prove a fair precedent for 
the immortal Bowen. 

* The Portuguese arc treating for peace, and expj^ct tlic definitive, cither that or war, 
in a few days. In the mean while 1 fear our Ministry continue to be imposed upon by 
the tales of emigrants, Imth in respect to commotions in Prance and alliances of the 
northern powers; ml of whom shrink from danger, and are scrambling for the bones which 
the Directory do not think worth picking, but amuses the Finipcror and King of Prussia 
with, while they organise Switzerland, Rome, and prointbly Naples; to subvert the govern- 
ment of which they will soon find a pretence. I am very sorry to learn you find any dif- 
ficulty in obtaining Justice to the merits of your brother: it ap|}ears by this, and the little 
encouragement given on various other occasions to those who hav(‘ served their Country 
well, that the whole patronage of the CroAvn, vast as it is, goes to the support of the execu- 
tive in Parliament; and strikes me as the very w'orst 8|x!cics of corruption that can be exer- 
cised, because this devouring monster never ceases to crave, in course no n'form can be 
made in the public expenditure without nmdering him quite savage and ungovernable; 
not to say a word of the injustice done thereby to all men of friendless merit in the service 
of the sbite, civil and military.’ 

llic desperate situation of Naples and of Italy at this time, from following half mea- 
sures, is clearly displayed in two coiifidcntiul letters that hud be(Mi sent by Ccneral 
Acton on the .3d, and 9lh of April, to Sir William Hamilton; which also explain the 
subsc<{uent measures that were adopted in Uie Mediterranean.. In forwarding this commu- 
nication to ],ord St. Vincent, Sir William Hamilton had added, ‘ Notwithstanding its appsi^ 
rent peace with the French republic, this Monarchy is threatened with immediate d(‘struc- 
tion. The last message from the French Diri'ctory at Paris was exactly the language of a 
highwayman, DeHver your nionejfy or I will blow your brami out. As it is natural for a ]ier- 
‘ son in danger of drowning to catch at every twig, your Lordship will sec that the grca^ml 
hope this government cnterUiins of being saved from impending danger, is on the protec- 
tion of the King's fleet under your Lordship’s command. Although (icneral Acton does 
not write our language correctly, it is intclli^ble and highly expressive. If in consecpience 
of the application of this government to the Cabinet of St. James’s, by a messenger sent 
directly to London six weeks ago, a British fleet should have been ordered into tin* Me- 
diterranean, it will come, and this Country will be saved; if not, die only chance of respite 

* Mr. Cbarnock in his Biograpbin Navalis (Vul. IV. p. 130) gives an account of the public service!, uf this brave 
officer, and a description of the mo'nunient. Captain Cornwall was .the third son of Henry (Cornwall, Ksq. of llrmi- 
wardin Castle, in the county of Hereford,' from the old and illnsttiogS' stock of the Plaiitagcnets. He wus killi>d 
by a chain shot in the action off Toulon under Admiral Matthews, with the combined fleets of France and Spain. 



52 


irom republicanism is in llie Austrian army already in Italy, which, as your Lordship will 
see, is to be immediately augmented.’ 

General Acton to Sir JV. llnmilton, K, B. April 3, 1798. 

‘ My dear Sir: We arc threatened with an invasion; the troops which the French 
are bringing to Genoa 1mm their places in Piedmont, from the IMilanese, and those even 
from the Roman state in Civila Vecehia, have the two Sicilies for their destination. The 
French squadron from Corfou is at Spea/ia waiting the arrival of the ^troops, Jind ready 
to protect an attack w'ith them on our coasts, while a few men of the new Romans think 
of coming to our frontier. Fiight men of war are fitting at Toulon, which with , those at 
Spe/xia will make iiiiu'teen ships of the line and nine frigates; those however at Corfou 


are in a shattered condition. We find ourselves at the present moment with this prospect 
befort: us, yet with all the deinonstralioii of friendship and good intelligence from the 
French government, and its Generals. 

* Respecting the pn:parcd Expedition fmm Toulon, Spexxia, Genoa, and Civita Vec- 
ehia, we have received from the G(’ncrals for answer, that the preparations were not 
certainly for the two Sicilies. At Rome ami Milan we were told, that Corsica and Sar- 
dinia were the meaning of the Expedition. At Genoa, the confidential unsw(*r has been, 
that the S(]uadron and trans()orts Avere directed for Portugal, or Gibraltar, if the Spa- 
niards could not sail from Cadiz. Since this morning, hoAvever, a different ansAver has 
arrived from Faris: Our messenger has brought letters of the 22d of March, wherein Ave are 
ofl'ered Renevento, provided we pay a large sum sufficient to satisfy the Directory in n'turn 
lor such a present; and avc are advised, in ciisc of a refusal, or even of a delay in accept- 
ing the proposal, that the former resolution of republicanising all Italy shall take place, 
'foulon, Genoa, and Civita Vccchiaarc preparing means, as avc are told by the Minister of 
foreign Affairs, to put such a project in execution, if we do not find some method to 
procure a deviation from a resolution so dangerous to this nionaR'hy.' 

^ Sir John Acton then proceeded, in the name of their Sicilian Majesties, to urge Sir ‘ 
W. Hamilton to dispatch a British privateer at that lime in the port of Naples, Avith the 
above information; adding, that five Avecks had elapsed since the demands of their Ma- 
jesties for protection had been sent to his Britannic Majesty. ‘ Every exertion,’ concluded 
General Acton, ‘ shall certainly l)c employed on our part: We shall perish, if such is our 
destiny ; but Ave hope to sell dear our destruction. I do present, my dear Sir, all these 
demands in the name of the King and Queen.' c 

'Fhe General’s second letter to Sir W. Hamilton dated the 9th of April, urg^ the 
sending of the small privateer to Lord St.Vinccnl, though the Captain should require 6000 
piastres, or ducats, for the service. ' By this time,’ continued the Sicilian Minister, * our 
requested help is perhaps detennined, and the ships are probably on their passage to 
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Naples. Eighty thousand Auslriaiis arc in Italy and the Tyrol, atid 20,000 nioie arc 
marching, vrilh even the garrison of Vienna; this help uill certainly protect us, but wiiii 
the English assistance we shall be saved.’ 

"When the Vanguard had joined Karl St. Vinrcul's fleet ofl* Cadix, Sir Horatio had 
sent the following letter to Lady Nelsrrn. — ‘ I joined the fleet yesterday, and found 
Lord St. Vincent every tiling I wished him; and his friends in I'.ngland have done me 
justice for my ^al aiwl affection towards him. I have my I'eaw that he Avill not be 
much longer in this command, for 1 believe he has writ ton to be su^M-'i-sedcd, which 1 am 
sincerely sorry for. It will considerably take from my |)leasur('. in serving here; but I will 
hope fcH* the best. The Dons have, I find, long expected my iTturn with bond> vessels, 
gumboats, and every proper implement for the deslriietion of Cadi/ and their flcei, ’fhey 
have prepared thix’c floating batteries to lie outside their walls to prevent the fancied 
attack; and lo, the mountain has brought forth a mouse; I am airived with a single 
ship, and without the means of annoying them. — 'riie Admiral probably is going to de- 
tach me with a small S<iuadron; not on any fighling expedition, theri'fon: do not be sur- 
prised if it should be some little time IxTore yon hear fixnn me again. 1 direct this lo our 
Cottage, wher<! 1 hope you will fix yourself in comfort, and I pray that it may very soon 
please God to give us peace. England will not be invaded this summer. Buonaparte is 
gone back lo Italy, where 80,000 men arc embarking for some Expcriilion. \Vilh every 
kind wish that a fond heart can frame, believe me, as ever, your most aflectionalc 
husband.’ 

Em'l Spencer to Admiral Earl St, Vincent , dated March 30, 1/93. 

* IMy Lord: I am very happy to send you Sir Honitio Nelson again, not only because 1 
believe 1 cannot send you a more zealous, active and approved Officer, but because I have 
reason lo believe that his being under your command will be agreeable to your wishes. If 
your Lordship is us desirous. to have him w'ilh you, as he is to be with you, lam sun* the 
arrangement must be perfectly satisfactory.’- -The noble Admiral replied on May J, ‘ J <lo 
assure your Lordship that tlie arrival of Admiral Nelson has given me new life, you could 
not have gratified me more than in sending him; his presence in the Meflilcrranean is so 
very essential, that 1 mean to put the Orion and Alexandc'r under his command, with the 
addition of three or four frigates, ^ and to send liini away the niomcut the \'anguard has 
delivered her water to the inshore squadron, to endeavour to ascertain the real object of 
the preparations making by the French.* 

Mr. l/dney,.the British Consul General at Leghorn, when writing to Admiral XcJ.son, on 
tEe Apj^l, had delivered tlie following opinion respecting these proceedings of the 

ep^y. /*. With the saniq freedom and confidence, my dear Sir, which our long habits and 
' ydpr indfil^ce authorise, ! wilt poatimle to give you such information as I have col- 
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ItH'Ictl, respecting ihc formidable armaiiicnls earrying on for the grand projected expedition 
bv the rrench, with my private ideas on the jiresenl situation of aflairs, Avliich but to your- 
self alone I would uot presume to hazard. 

‘ It is ascertained that 40,000 men will be embarked in at least 400 sail of vessels under 
(Jcneral Uuonaparlc; their destinations are daily circulat(?d and varied, so that no cer- 
tainty can be obtained ; but from all 1 can learn, by well-founded intelligence, I am 
confident their first attem|)t will be on Malta, thence to invade Sicily ir/'order to secure 
that granary, and then Naples; in all which places they have by their emissaries secured 
a strong party. What their other views afterwards may be wdtli such an immense force, time 
will sIm?w: 1, for iny own part, retlccting on the plan the late Empress of Russia attempted 
to put in execution, of getting possession of Kgy|)t, am convinced, 'I’hat Buonaparte will 
hereafter, and with more reason in his unbounded enterprises, pursue the same scheme 
of seizing and fortifying Alexandria, Cairo, and Suez. If Erance intends uniting with 
Tippoo Saib against our possessions in India, the danger of losing half an army in crossing 
the desert from Egypt would be no obstacle.’ 

In consequence of the information which Earl St. Vincent had 'rcccivtul from Najdcs, 
he on the 2d of May ordered Sir Horatio Nelson to Gibraltar, as soon as the trade bouml 
thither, which had coino to Lisbon under his orders, appeared in sight; and placing a small 
Scpiadron' under his command, instructed him on completing his water and provisions in 
Rosier Ray, to put to sea with the line of battle ships and such of the frigates as happened 
to be tluTc; and when all communication with the garrison had closed, to open his scaled 
orders. 'I'he Rear Admiral was therein ordered to proceed up the Mediterranean, and en- 
deavour to ascertain by every means in his power, either upon the coast of Provence or 
Genoa, the obj«‘C.t of the projcctal expedition by the French. 

The Commander in Chief on the same day acquainted the Portuguese Minister 
of the Marine, D. R. de Souza Coulinho, of this detachment being sent to confound our 
common and atrocious enemy; for having recently, added the Admiral, ‘ had occasion to 
order a sejuadron of much smaller force to IHinis, which has since cruised about the islands 
of Minorca and Majorca, and on the coast of Catalonia and Valent ia, and made several 
captures; the odds are, that ray gallant and enterprising Rear Admiral will lay hold of 
something, the French may have sent out to crush the other stpiadron lately returned to 
Gibraltar.' 

On the 4lli of May, 1798, Sir Horatio, in writing to Lady Nelson, mentioned his arrival 
at Gibraltar; he also noticed the fotes that were tlicn given at that garrison, and added, * I 

• Squadmi to xthich Admiral Nelmn tras appointed May S, 1798, /«/ i2ar/ St. J'ineaU. 

Vanguard, Orion, Alexander, Caroline, Flora, Fmerald, Terpsichore, Bonne Citoyenne.— Admiral Nelson 
had requested to have the Leander, Captain Thompson; but Lord St. Vincent sent word, that it would not then 
be advisable to detach that ship from the rock. 



have no turn for such thins^, when wo had lx*ticr he iilon^side a Spaniard. Apropos, my 
frigiilc, the Sabina, is at Algosiras, nbuui. five iiiilj*s Ironi this pla<T; she looks well, and if I 
(;alch her al sea, I shall certainly mak<; free to lake my propiTly. 'J’hc folks here are cer- 
tainly very civil, but merry; and where wc had Ix'iter be filling water, and getting (piickly to 
. our excellent Commander in Chief.’— On thebth of May, hi* sent the following aeeounl of his 
squadron and intended proceedings to Earl St. Vincent. ‘ I have ordcnxl the ships to Aveigli 
with rne on 'I’ucsdiy morning. Thomp.son wgrets not going with me; he is an active young 
man. Sir J. Orde will know by his eye whatshijis go with me, iherefoix* I shall shew him 
the list. I do not believe any pei-son guesses my destination. It shall go hard but 1 M ill 
present you at least M'ilh some Erigates, and I hope something bi'tter. I shall pick up 
Caroline off Cape J*aIos round Minorca, stand in sight of the coast toM’ards Harcelona, 
and get in the straight line bclM-een (.'ape St. Sebaslian’s and'roidon, there I shall procure 
information enough to regulate my further proceedings ; and as I take frigates, shall st nd 
one to have charge of each, keeping the large ships complete, to tight I ho[)e largi*r ones. 
God bless you.’ 

After this Squadron had been thus dispatched, and hail considerably proeeeih.'d on the 
service on udiich it had been ordcri'd, Earl St. Vincent, on the lyth of May, l/JKS, iTceived 
the following most secret Instructions from the Admiralty, dated May 2. In the first place 
the noble Admiral was informed. That in order to prevent the fleet and armament fitting 
out al Toulon from accomplishing their object, Hear Admiral Sir R. Curtis had been ordered 
to proceed wdlh a reinforcement, and join his Lordship; which having taken [dace, the 
'"''■^ilmiral was to lose no time in detaching a siiuadron consisting of tMclve sail of the line, 
and a competent number of frigates, under the command of miir ilmrcet Fltifi Ojlicvr, into 
the Mediterranean; with instructions to him to proceed in ipiest of the said armament. 
'I'he Hoard also added, that they had received on that day. May 2d, a Iclti'r from J,ord 
Grenville, signifying the King’s pleasure. That any Ports in the Mvditerranran should he con- 
sidered as hostile, those of the Island of Sardinia alone edceptcd, of u'hkli the gox'crnors, or 
chief magistrate, should refuse to permit the commanders of any of his Majesty’s ships, arriving 
therein, to procure supplies of provisions, or of any articles xchich they might require. 

'J’he First Lord of the Admiralty left the appointment of the Flag Oflicer, m'Iio should 
command this important Squadron, to the experienced judgment of the Commander in 
Chief on that station. Sir Horatio Nelson was then actually employed, with a smaller 
force, on the very service now ordered by their Lordships: and the preceding exer- 
tions of that officer, and his astonishing abilities, being known and admired ihroughout the 
Mediterranean, Earl St. Vincent would have acted unworthy of his high and discrimi- 
nating character, if he had not continued to give tlmt preference to Nelson, m IucIi he so 
justly merited. 
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Willi i1m‘ sccivt Inslriu’lions which iho Cominnndcriti Chicrhad thus received from home, 
liord S|)eii('cr hud also sent a privalc and eunfidential liitter from ihc Admiralty, dated 
April 17.98, respecling the appuintment ul‘ Sir II. Nelson to comlnand a detached 
sijuadron. 'J’bis communication, which was received also on the 19th of May, displays 
the great abilities of the First Lord as a Statesman. It dwells at cohsidemble length on the 
late proceedings of the cabinet, the stale of the continent, and the probable intentions of 
the French armament at Toulon. The appearance of a llritish s({uadron in the Mediier- 
ranean, was declared to be a condition on which the fate of FiUropc at that moment de- 
pended. Ever}' nerve was to lie strained, and c.onsiderablc hazard incurrcd in elFecling it. 
Yet Governmeul entirely Ictl it to Lord .St. Vincent’s determination, cither tor make a 
detachment from his licet, or to take his whole force into tlic Mediterranean; and the defeat 
of the purpose of tlu* 'I'oulon armament, whatever it might be, was to have a preference to 
the great advantages which had hitherto Ikhmi obtained, from the constant check which the 
noble Admiral had kept on the Spanish fleet in Cadi/. This check however was if possible 
to be continued; and it was hoped that it might be found practicable, to send a detachment 
from I he Hect into the Mediterranean suDiciently strong to attain the end proposed. ‘ 1 f you 
dcicrminc,’ adds Lord Spt'iiccr, * to send a detachment into the Mediterranean, I think it 
almost unnecessary to suggtrst to you the propriety of putting it uiuIit the command of 
Sir II. Nelson, whose accpinintancc with that part of the world, ns well as his activity, and 
disposition, seem to qualify him in a peculiar manner for that .service;. We shall lake care 
to s('nd you out ships, which are the best suited for foreign service of any that we have to 

dispose of ; in order to make your fleet as effective as possible I have thought Tft'" 

necessary,’ concluded Ihc noble Lord, ‘ to enter into this reasoning, to impress your Lord- 
ship with the great urgency and importance of the measure which has now been determined 
upon, and to justify our calling upon you to place yourself, at least for a short lime, in a 
situation of more difficulty than any less jiressing omergehey would warrant us in doing.' 

1'iie noble Admiral lost no lime in sending the purport of these Instructions to Sir 

• 

Horatio; and directed him. After ranging the coast of Provence and ihc Western Riviera 
of Cieiioa, to leave one of the best of his frigates, and the Donne Citoyenne, to watch the 
motions of the enemy; whilst he himself with the rest of the squadron, having taken in 
Avater and provisions fin* six months at Gibraltar, should* proceed with the utmost dispatch 
to the station irefore Cadiz. In a private letter, Earl St. Vincent added, ‘ You, and you 
alone, my dear Admiral, shall command the important service in contemplaUon, therefore 
make tlic l)rst of your way doAvn to me. 1 shall bring jJiurray frtnn Lisbon, for the Co- 
lossus is now most powerfully manned, and he is too good a felloAv to be left there when 
so much is to be done. You shall also have some choice fellows of the in-shore Squadrons. 
If you fall in with tlie Lcandcr in your way down, off Cape do Gatle, order Tlmmpson to. 
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Gibraltar to victual, &c. and I will ^rive that ship to you. Captain Hope will Ihj a very 
projMJr person to leave as a vidcllo, he is Avell acquainled with the coast. Old JiUke is 
also a good fellow. 

* We arc all aftect^ with the loss of Captain Alexander Hood ; the Action Avas very dc- 
tennined, and did honour to both parlies. It Avould be unjust to the rrenehinan not to 
admit, that a new ship filled at L’Orient to go round to Brest, Avas no nialeli for an old 
commissioned and avcU pracliscil ship of ours. I'hc manner of attack relhxls iminoiial 
honour on Hood. Lady Louisa liennox sends me Avortl from Plymouth, that the Fou- 
droyant. is launched, and all agree, she is the most perfect ship that ever swam upon salt 
water. 1 understand the IVfnrtj^uis do Niza is coming lliis way with five ships of the line, 
and a frigate, after seeing the Brazil convoy into a certain laliliule; I intend to recommend 
Gibraltar Bay to him, and to manoeuvre lK;twcen Europe and Teluan. Jf his orders will 
admit, 1 have an idea of attaching him to your ten sail. God bless you.’ 

Owing to the severe, weather which Sir Horatio and his little stpiadron ex]M;rien.ec<l, 
on the 2Lld of May, it was a considerable time before these additional Instructions rdached 
the Vanguard. Previous to that event, Admiral Nelson had written at intervals to Lord 
St. Vincent. ‘ May 8lh: I shall not make .sail to the eastward until dark, and it will be 
late before all are clear of Europa Point. My hrsl licutenunt, Galway, has no friends, and 


is one of the best officers in my ship.' On the 17th of May, w’hen off Cape Sicic, he sent 
Lord St. Vincent the following official intcliigenee, whicii had been that morning obtained 
^^y the capture of la Pierrt!, French corvette of six guns, and C.> men; tlial had sailed from 
Toulon on the preceding night: ‘ The French General, Buonaparte, arrived at 'J’oulon 
ten days ago, to command the secret Expedition preparing to sail from that port. N'essels 
with troops frequently arriv'e from Marseilles, who aie daily embarking in the numerous 
transports. According to some,' Buonaparte was expected to go in the Sans Culolle, 
which is said to have 3000 men on board, including her complement, it vv'as not, how- 
’ ever, generally believed that Buonaparte would embark; but no one knows to what ]>lac(* 
the Armament is destined. Nineteen sail of the line are in the harbour, and fifteen appa- 
rently fitted for sea: yet it is said, that only six are to sail with the transports now ready, 
and that about 13,000 men are embarked. Admiral Brueys has his flag in Ji'Gricnl, I'iO 
.guns. All this information is but little more than you knew when 1 left you. N’oii will 
see by Sir James Saumait^s account, that they have cavalry on board. 1 send an intelli- 
gent young man with this lettei> Mr. Hartford, who has just served his time. — You may 
rely, my Lord, t^t 1 shall act as occasions may oiler to the bi'sl of my abilities, in fol- 
lovmg up your ideas for the honour of hjs Majesty’s anns, and the good of oiir Country.' 
a note he also added, * Ite'iwured 1 will fight the French fleet the moment I 

^ ';^!findl^^; tintil then al$eu.^ 

. • VOL. ’ Q* 
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Such had Ix i n iho high spirit and cxultulion of the gallant Admiral, when during the 
night of the 'JOlli of May, being in the CJ ulf of Lyons, his whole Squadron,.and in particular 
the N'angnard, was exposed to the fury of one of those sudden tempests in the Mediterranean, 
whic h \'irgil has so coiTcclly dt'scriljcd. The piety of our hcroi^^jjbuntryman was only 
ecpialled by the fortitude; and resources which he displayed. ‘ J ought not,' he said when 
writing to Lady Nelson on the 24th of that month, ‘ to call what has happened to the Van- 
guard by the cold name of accident : I believe firmly, that it was the Almighty’s goodness to 
check my consummate Vanity. I hope it has made me a belter Officer, as I feel confident it 
has made me a liettcr man. 1 kiss with ail humility the rod. Figure to yourself a vain 
man, on Sunday evening at sun-set, walking in his cabin with a S(}uadron about him who 
looked up to their Chief to lead them to Glory; and in whom this Chief placed the firmest 
reliance, that the proudest ships, in ecpial numbers, Monging to France, would have 
bowed their flags, and with a very rich prize lying by him; figure to yourself this proud 
conceited man, when the sun rose on Monday morning: his ship dismasted, his fleet dis- 
persed, and himself in such distress, that the meanest frigate out of France would have 
bec;n a very unwelcome guest. But it has pleased Almighty God to bring us into a safe 
j)ort (St. Peter’s, Sardinia,) where although we are refused the rights of humanity, yet the 
Vanguard w’ill in tw'o days get to sea again, as an English man of war. The exertions of Sir 
James Saumarez, in the Orion, and Captain A. Ball, in the Alexander, have beem won- 
derful; if the ship had Ijocu in England, months would have been taken to send her to sea: 
here, my operations will not be delayed four days, and’ I shall join the rest of my fleet on^ 
the rendezvous.— P. S. Mr. Thomas Monk who was recommended by -Mr. Hussey and my 
brollier Suckling, was killed, and several seamen were wounded.’ 

This inhos))ilablc reception which the Squadron met with in the island of St. Peter's, 
Sardinia, w'as afterwards explained to the Admiral, in a letter from Mr. Jackson at 'rurin. 

* T was pleased to see that you had considered your reception at St. Peter’s with compas- 
si(m. From the information of a person who was on board one of your ships, 1 have reason * 
to think, that if your lc;ttcr to the Governor had been dated one jlay later, you would not 
have had to lament, that the common rights of humanity had been refused to you; and I 
think I may venture to say, that they will not be so hercafler. You will, I am sure, do me 
the justice to believe, that from the first moment I knew of your arrival in the Mediterra* 
nean, 1 spared no pains here on this subject: but the cruel position of this unhappy Sove- 
reign, which you am perfectly well acquainted with, renders it unnecessaiy that I should 
enlarge upon it: The King of Sardinia's dependence on the French Republic has lately 
been rendered complete from the occupation of the citadel of Turin by the French troops, in 
consequence of a convention with their general Brune. 1 have not a doobt but your pre- 
sence will save Naples, by sea at least; if they arc not saved by latid, we nil know whose 
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fault that would be: your recolicclion of wlial lias passed in (he norlh of Ital}^ will be a 
bar to any very sanguine ideas in favour of (he south/ 

A more particular account of the distress of the scpiadron in the (Jnlf of Lyons, 
was given by Sir Horatio in (he following letter to I^ord St. \’iiiceiil. - ‘ My J ionl : 
I am sorry to be obliged to inform you of the accidents which have happened to the 
Vanguard. On Saturday, May lyili, it blew strong from the N. AV. On Sunday 
it moderated so much, as to enable us to gel our (op-gallant-masls and yards aloft. 
Alter dark it began to blow strong; but as the shij) had l)cen prepared for a gale, my mind 
was easy. On Monday at halt past one A. AI. the main-top-mast went over the side, as 
did the mizen-top-mast soon afterwards. It being impossibh*. for any night, signal to be 
heard or seen, I had hopes that we should Ik; (piiet until daylight; when 1 determined to 
wear, and scud before the gale: but about half past three o’clock, the fore-mast went in 
three pieces, and the bowsprit was found to be sprung in three places. AVhen iIk* day 
brr)ke, we were fortunately enabled to wear the ship with a remnant of the sprilsail. i'lie 
Orion, Alexander, and Emerald wore with us; but the Terpsichore, lionne Ciloveniu*, and 
a French Smyrna ship, continued lyiiig-to under bare poles. Our situation was Co h*agues 
south of the islands of IJicres; and as we were lying with our heads to the N. E. had wo 
not wore, which was hardly to be expcctctl, the ship must have drifted to Corsica. 'J'he 
gale blew very hard all the day, and the Vanguard laboured most exceedingly. Jn the even- 
ing, being in latitude 40". .50'. N. 1 determined to steer for Oristan Eay in the island of 
^irdinia: during the night the Emerald parted company. Being unable to gi't into 
Oristan, the Alexander took us in tow, and by Captain Ball’s unremitting uttenliun to our 
distress, and by Sir James Saumarez’s exertions and ability in finding out tlu' Island of St. 
Peter’s, and the proper anchorage, the Vanguaixl was on May the CCvl, at noon, Imiught 
safely into that harbour.’ 

Earl St. Vincent in his answer informed the Admiral, that he considered what had 
• passed as a most providential event. It enabled N(.’lson not only to complete a supply of 
water, and to secure his junction with the reinforcement under Captain ’J'roubridge, which 
took place soon afterwards: but it also, in a most extraordinary manner, presiTved his 
squadron from the powerful fleet which sailed with Buonaparte from 'roulon, on the very 
day of tlie tempest, and, ip the thick weather that came on, must have passed the British 
ships at not many leagues distance. 

In a former letter. Sir Hora^jo mentioned the arrival of Buonaparte, and his su[)posed 
intentions, ajt Toulon ; and it may be of service to the reader to Ite reminded of what hud been 
the proofings of the Corsican.— After the $ul:^ugation of Venice, May 13, and thc'JVcaty 
of Cap;t]|^ JRlfppio, Get, 17^ 1797 • Bu 9 Qaparte, satiated for a time with plunder and the dis- 
oiganmjti£&|^.Ap^p]^ tp Paris and directed his tlioughts to other ol)- 
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jects, on which his own resllcss ambition and the sharjK'nod rapacity of his soldiers mi^iil be 
cinploy<'d. Kf?.ypl, pvch during the French monarchy, had been regarded with military 
attention; and the invasion of it as an out-post to India, had occupied the minds both of 
the Empress of Russia, and the Emperor Joseph. In the ‘letters from the French army 
that were afterwards taken by Admiral Nelson’s squadron, and which ate invaluable from 
giving an exact account of the real opinions and projects of our enemies; Klclrcr, in 
writing to the Directory, delivered the real sentiments of his nation respecting Egypt. ‘ I 
know all the importance of the [lossession of Egypt: I used to say in Europ<’, that this 
Country was tor France the |)oinl of strength, k point d’appui, by means of wfiicli, she 
might move at will the Commercial System of every <|uarter of the Globe; but to do this 
effectually a jmwerful lever is required, and that lever is a Nav^". Ours has existed.’ 

To overcome this powerful lever, Nelson eagerly renewed his pursuit of the French squa- 
dron. His letter to Lord St. Vincent is dated May 28: ‘ By the indefatigable exertions of 
the Captiiins, Sir James Snumarex, Hall, and Berry, and the great ability of Mr. James Morri- 
son, carpenter of the Alexander, the Vanguard had been completed fur sea on the 26th at 
night, and on the 27th, at daylight, I sailed to proceed on the service you were pleased to in- 
trust to my direction. As your Lordshi]> w'ill observe the slate of the Vanguard on her arrival 
at St. Peter’s, the exertions of all clu.sscs will strike you forcibi}' ; thercfoio it is only nccessarj’ 
to observe. That the shi}) was htU'd under the advice of the carpenter of the Alexander, aii 
old and faithful servant of the Crown, and who has been near tliirty years a warranted car- 
penter; and 1 beg most earnestly, that your Lordship will have the goodness to recommend 
Mr. Morrison to the particular notice of the Board of Admiralty.' 

The following letters continue this correspondence to tlie 15th of June. — ‘ May 31 , 1798. 
My dear Lord : My pride w'as too great tor man; but I trust my friends will think that I 
bore my chastisement like a man. It has pleased Go<l to assist us with his favour, and here 
I am again olT Toulon. — June 11. 'J'he Mutiuc, Cajitain Hardy, joined me on the 5th at 
daylight, with the flattering account of the honour you intended me of commanding such. * 
a flt:ct. IMutinc fell in with Alcmene olf Barcelona on the 2d. Hope had taken all my 
frigiilcs off the rendezvous, on the presumption that the Vanguard, from her disabled state, 
must return to an arsenal. 1 joined dear Troubridgt;, witli the reinforcement ‘ of ten sail 


'' In three pnrts; the first piihlishod in 1798, the second in 1799> und the third pert in 1800. 

* it was the intention of Sir lioratio if ho had fallen in with the French fleet nt soa^ to have made three divi- 
sions of his squadron^ which are thus given in Captain Berry’s narrative. •Tvro of them were to attack the ships of 
war, and the third to pursue the transports : 

Vanguard. Zealous. Ctilloden. 

Minotaur. Orion. Theseus. 

Leander. Goliath. Alexander, 

Audacious. Majestic. Swiftsiire. 

i )efciice. Bellcropbon. 



of the IJhe, and the Leandcr on the 7lh in the evening; it has lx?en nearly caltn ever since, 
which grieves me sorely. The J’Voneh have a long slarl, hut I hope they will rcndeisvous 
in Telamon Bay,. for the 12,000 men from Genoa in 100 sail of vessels, escorted by a fri- 
gate, had not put to sea on the 2d, nor were all the troops embarked. You may be assured 
1 will fight them the moment I can reach their Heet; be they at auehor, or under sail.’ 

This reinforcement which had been selected from the very best ships of Earl St. Vincent’s 
Fleet, consisted of the Culloden, 74 , Captain T. Troubridg«? ; Goliath, 74, Captain 'f. Foley ; 
Minotaur, 74 , Captain T. Louis; Defence, 74 , Captain John lV>lon; Bellerophon, 74, 
Captain H. D. Fi. Darby; Majestic, 74 , Captain G. B. Wcsteoll; Zealous, 74, Captain 
S. Hood,: Swiftsure, 74 , Captain B. ITallowell; Tlu'scus, 74 , C<iptain 11 . \V. Miller; Auda- 
cious, 74 , Captain Davidge Gould, which ship joined Captain 'I’ltmbridge on his entering 
the Mediterranean; and to this force was aflcrwards added Leandcr, . 50 guns, Captain 
'r. B. 'I'hompson. Captain 'J’roubridge’s orders from Lord .St. Vincent were dal(’d before*. 
Cadiz, May 24 . Captain Beny’s Narrative well observes, ' It was only c*haracleristic of 
the general tenour of Lord St. Vincent’s Command, that every ship elestiued to compose 
the squadron of reinforcement, was ready to put to sea from Cadiz Bay at a moment's 
notice; and it is a fact which is worthy of permanent record, as illustrative of the energy 
and activity of British seamen, that as soon as Sir Bogcr Curtis with the squadron under 
his command from England, w'as visible from the mast-head of the Admiral’s ship, Captain 
Troubridge with his squadron put to sea, and was actually out of sight on his course to the 
Straits of Gibraltar, before the fonner cast anchor at the British station off Cadiz Bay.’ 
The news of this reinforceihent having joined Admiral Nelson, was sent home by Captain 
G. Grey, who had sailed from Lisbon in the pac‘ket on the 5th of July. 

The flattering account of Sir Horatio's new apimintmcnt had been brought by the 
MutinCy Captain T. M. Hardy, and was contained in the tbllowing most secret instnu'tions 
from Earl St. Vincent, dated May 21, 1798.—* In pursuance of instructions I have received 
from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to employ a Squadron of his Majesty’s ships 
* within the Mediterranean under the command of a discreet ofliccr, (copies of which, and 
of other papers necessary for your guidance, arc enclosed,) in conformity thereto, 1 do 
her^y authorise and require you, on being joined by tlie ships named in the margin, to 
take them and their Captains under your command, in addition to those already with you, 
and to proceed with them in quest of the Armament preparing by the (‘uemy at Toulon and 
Geno^ * * • i^ng in with the sai^ Armament, or any part thereof, 3*011 arc to use your 
utmost ^deavours to take, 8ink,l>m’n, or dest{X|^‘ it. iOn the subject of Supplies, I euclosc also 
a copy of their Lordships’ Order toTnie; do require you strictly to comply with the 
spirit of- it, by considering, tend hostile, any Ports within the Mediterranean 

' (those of Sardinia exoeptedy^h^ provi8ioiiSj,or other articles you may be in want ol, and 



63 


^vhich they are enabled to furnish, shall be n6Aised.**~lii sOtne additional tmtifuctinhijof the., 
same date, by the Mutine, the Commander in Chief added, * In n privf|te lettw.jfrnjin. Loid' 
Spencer, I am 1^ to believe. That you are perfectly justifiable in pursuing the 
Squiulron to any pqrt of the Mediterranean, Adriatic»,Moiea^. Archipelag^, or even into 
the Black Sea, should its destination be to any of those parts; and thoroughly seii^l)^ of 
your Zeal, Enterprise, .and Capacity at the hetul of a Squadrtm of ships sp well appoHMsdr 
manned, and commanded, I have the utmost confidence in the suq<^ of ypurop^tidm^. 

Sir Horatio’s correspondence with Earl SuVincent thus proceededv. * June ^ 1798 : 

As 1 see no immediate prospect of a letter, 1 shall continue my p.riyate one in fi>rm of a diary, 
which may not be unpleasant to refer to: therefore to be^n. Being M close to the enemy, 
1; take tlie liberty of keeping Orion for a few days. Owing to want/of^wind, I did ndjt 
pass Cape Corse until this morning; at four we were b^alined.' The m<9pienJ;..we )ptd' 
passed I sent the Mutine to. look' into Telamon Bay, which as all the;. French trodpi^lhindl 
not left: Genoa on the 6th, I thought a probable place for the rendesvobf^of a large, fleet; 
and went with Uic squadron betw<ieh Monte ChrisU, and Oulid, keepi^.the coptinmt 
close on board. June 13th: Mutine joined, nothing in I'elamon Bay. 1 tb^ ran the Fleet 
between Plenosa and Elba, and Monte Christi ; and, on the 14th ut nooi^; off Civita 

Vecebia: Spoke a Tunisian cruiser, who reported he had spoke a Greek oir'^elOtiii who 
told him, that on the 4th he had passed through die Frenph, fleet of about 200 sail, as he 
tlmught, off the N. W. end of Sicily.steering to the eastward... Am in: anxious isapcptotipii 
of meeting with dispatoh Boats, Neapolitan Cruisers, &e. with le)|ike .f 9 r mtf.from.Fiaples 
giving me information. June 15th: Off the Fonjmlshmds; my hopte bf ii|itoattmi weie ' 
vain. Not finding a cruiser 1 shall semd Tfoubridge into Naples in jdib.,.i^utipe^ to talk 
with Sir William Hamilton, and Genend Acton. Troubridge |MDMesjil^ oomfidepce, 
and has been my honoured acquaintance of twenty-five yems standing . ^.^i^ohly beg that 
your Lordship will believe, 1 shall endeavour to prove myself worthy bfybar selection of 
me for this highly honourable command. . Not a momenl ahall be lost in purauiqg the 
enemy.' 


Earl St. Vincent, in 

him of the reinforcement which had sailed td join, AdmW Nelson, ’SWWe ^jrce,' 
his Lmdship, * when combined, will consist iff the ships wldqh triiJgi^ 

Elite of the Fleet under my 'command; and, when thq, 8 q^ua 4 ren.- iMiii|^ | ^ 4 ^^Ttl yi ^^ 
Niza is added, will compose a most respectable ^ 

Marquis to proceed immediately from Lagos Bay up 

at Gibraltar, in order to prese^e secrecy; so necessary in pil d^C|hj|^..ppentibi^ 
to avoid giving any the smallest umbrage to Spain.' 

On the joyful inteUigmice 
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flMt Mediterranean, Sir William Hamilton, who had not then heard that Nelson 

had bccU) a|tpointed to tlie command, had sent the following letter from Naples on the 9th 
ojP'jaa)f, 1796, on bflfard the Queen Esther privateer, addressed to the commanding officer 
of the icing's fleet in the Medilmaji||)^. * Sir: Lord St. Vincent will, I hope, have been 
inforn^ed by my letter of the 15th oftjl^iil last, of tlic distressed situation of this Country^ 

, Ithad been my intention to profit by the King’s leave to return home, which 1 have bad by 
■ IMe'sev^ mdt>thl: when, hearing of the prol^ability of a British Squadron's l)eing soon 
sent into the MediteiTttnean to protect the dominions of his Sicilian Majesty, and the rest 
of Italy,' i^tn the merciless French robbers already in possession of a great part of it, 1 de- 
termined not to quit my pdst...,! have just received a letter from Sir Morton Eden at 
Vienna, dateid’Miiy;24lh, infonning me, that a Treaty of Defensive Alliance between the 
tlbnrts Naples, had actually been signed; and that the succours reB])Cclively 

stipdated, tnen on the part of Vienna, and 40,000 on the part of Naples. Sir 

Morton Eddh.MJids me also, by order of Lord Grenville, a copy of a dispatch from his 
Lordsi^p, dated' April 28lh: in which 1 am ordered, as well as Sir Morton Eden, to 
enfinth the absolute necessity of 'dbtaining from this Government, the free and unlimited 
at^iliission.ll^-his Majesty’s Ships into the Ports of his Sicilian Majesty; and also every 
species of pfiivisions and supplies usually aflbrdcd to an Ally ; and which his Majesty may so 
justly expect to receive firbm Italy, wtmn cooperating to deliver that Country from a scene 
of Oppression and Misery which it has hardly ever experienced, even in the worst periods 
of its bistoi^f I am at this mdment labouring with the Sicilian Government, but have not, 
as yet, got a decisive aibswer with respect to the opening of their ports, without reserve, to 
the King't ships hot 1 have already had the strongest assurances, that no species of Pro- 
visions, or Stores, ;ii|ilich this Country affords, will be denied them. . . All Italy, Sir, looks 
upon the Kin|;’s Meet you •Itell^e the honour of commanding, as its guardian angel from 
the ruin with w)^ it has been so fong menaced;’ and without that protection, sooner or 
lat^ H must fall, then how happy yrt shall be to see a squadron of the King's 

Esther privaHehlF Muted, CaptaiA Ihomas Bowen of the Transfer 
'tuil^.arriveA^'^ aq^ liiKmji^f^:ti|be mh^igeAce fifom Lord St. Vincent of Sir 

Hanuio IhlSiiljimVlipttoin^ent. ;^Tj[Tpoi^^ subjoined his own, and Lady 

cop^[N^il|i^ns: * 0^ hud give yon the success which your talents 

> in CausqliMi^jir and with suelt a chosen band under your 

yon; who, you may be suire, Joins with me 
yopy ^wy hy ’die destruction of tliis boasted 
'■ .......... 
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received the news. That the 



English squadron bad l}cen discovered from the top of the Island of Ischia, coming from 
the wcstirard. On which Sir William Hamilton immediately sent oil' liic firat good sailing 
hont he could |)rocure, with all the intelligence he had acquired respecting the enemy: 
* Thill the first division of the Toulon Armament.h^ arrived off Trapani in Sicily on the 
5lh of June, and had l>con there joined, on the 7^by the second division, making sixteen 
sail of the line, Venetian and Fronch: That Buonaparlc was on boaid ihe'Sans Culottc; 
that (on frigates, twenty gun^boats, some brigs and cutlers had been also seen, with about 
280 transports, said to contain at least 40,000 troops. That they had detached a frigate near 
the Island of Farignana, Sicily, on which an ofKcer had landed, and had acquainted the 
Commandant, that Biiunapiirte had desired him to say, The approach of the French fled 
need not give any nneashms to Ida Sicilian Majeatp^ with whom the Republic urn in peifect 
Peace f and that the Armament he commanded^ had another olpect, not Sicily. The French, 
both in Sicily and in Pantelleriu, made every inquiry after a British squadron being in the 
Mediterranean, which report they did not lielicve. Accounts had also liecn a'ceived, that 
Buonaparte was off Malta with tucnly-fonr ships of the line, and 80,000 men. Tlie 
French had taken a Maltese brig, just off the Island : the Maltese were all under arms, and 
jireparing for a vigorous defeni'e.'— The next day, June the 17th, Sir William wrote again 
as follows:—* My dear Nelson: I have just received your letter from Captain Troubridge. 
J went nith him directly to (foucral Acton, and Captain 'JVoubridge has an Older to the 
('ommanders of all the Sicilian J^oru*, that will fully answer your purpose, llie official 
answer of the Marquis do Gallo, Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs, to my written de- 
mand for the King’s ships to lx: admitted into all the Forts of the two Sicilies, without any 
limitation, and there provide thcroselvi's with provisions and sloi'es, of which I have given 
a cujn' to Captain Troubridge, will shew you on what grounds we stand here at tliis 
moment. It is very tantalizing to sec, as we do, your .ships at a distance, and to have no 
communication svilh you; but we hope in God soon to see you in this Bay with the Sans 
Cnlolte, &c. and that Buonaparte, with all his 8^'nvants and Astronomers. Adieu, iny brave 
dear Friend.’ 

On the return of Captain I'roubridgc the squadron stood fur tlic Faro di Messina, and 
passed through that celebrated Strait on the 20th of June u'ith a fair wind. W|ien the 
Sicilians discovered that it was a British force, their joy is said to have been express^ by 
the lomU'si congratulations and with the sinccrest exultation, in the innumerable boats that 
came off, and rowed round our ships. On the same day. Sir Horatio sent an express, 
through the Vice Consul of Messina, to .Sir William Hamilton, who returned the following 
answer on the 26th. — ‘ I flatter myself that you must have been inforraei^ before you passed 
the Faro, that Malta had been treacherously given up to the French Repnhlic on the 12th 
instant: but perhaps you may not have had a copy of the infamous Conventibh between 
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ihc Order of Malta, and the Uopnblic, under the mediation o f his ^ CuthoUe Majesty, and llu'ie- 
fore I send you the enclosed copy of it. '[’his (Jovemment expects daily a messenger from 
Vienna; and upon the Emperor's motions, it is clear tliat those of this Country entirely 
depend. 'I’hey atfc giving time for the J-’icnch to pour fresh troops into Italy: ten tlioirsand 
are already arrived, and 25,000 more are coining from ]\Iarscillcs. What yon state in your 
last IclU'r to me, is as plain and as true as {lossible. I read your letter to Cjeiu'ral Acton; 
his Excellency was struck with your statement of the actual position of the enemy, and 
of Sicily. . .'fhc letter which Captain Tnmbridge, and myself, got fnnn General Acton, 1 
look upon as a sort of credential one for you upon Sicily; and as that Island to my cer- 
tain knowledge is most partial to Great Britain, you will be sure of every aid from that 
quarter. Our good and Royal I^laslcr has, at the camesl entreaty of their Sicilian Majesties, 
made a noble effort in their favour by sending out the powerful squadron under you. You 
certainly now command here; and have alreatly by your ap|)ear:uiee only in lhe.se seas, 
saved Sicily from immediate destruction. Yon arc sensible how much I am an enetny to half 
measures, and your actions have long proved your determined charactei-. Malta itself, as 
you know, belongs to the Crown of Sicily. 'I'lie opinion I ventured to give hen*, upon the 
arrival of the news of its having been given up to the Fiench, was, that his Sicilian Ma- 
jesty should send away Monsieur Gairat the Ambassador of the French R<*public, and 
inarch on directly to Rome, sending an express to the Emperor. . . All our present ilepend- 
ence is on you, my dear Nelson; and I am convinced that what is in the power of mortal 
man to do, you will do. That God may protect you, and the brave Band you have the 
Honour of commanding in so just a Cause, is the constant prayer of your truly attaclu-d 
William Hamilton.’ 

On the 27lh of May, Captain Ifojie with the frigates, which had bi*en separated 
from the squadron in die tempest of thc22d, arrived in the bay of Naples; having in vain 
endeavoured to obtain any intelligence of Sir H. Nelson. In writing to him on the same 
day. Captain Hope said, ‘ I shall not now send you an account of my jireceedings, whi« h 
‘ have been most unfortunate, but trust, when I deliver you my journal, with the intelligence 
I received at different times, you will be convinced my exertions to join you, were at least 
well intfended.'—Captain Hope, having received every assistance from the Nea|K)litan 

* Charles IV. was on this occasion represented by Monsieui le Chevalier Pl)ilii»|)t’ AiuAt, hii MajestyS Cliarffc 
d’ Affaires iMa[*eJ#ilte Convention consisted of seven articles, and had been signed hy Huoitaparte, by le llailli 'roiino 
Friwri, le Conti^eur Bosredon Kansijat, 8uj. and by II Caballero Felipe de Aiiial, on board rOrieiii, June lv>, 
17fl8. The King of Spain, who thus promoted the views of the French, was at the same time eiideavouiing to 
teoare the Pope from their rapacity and insults ; and, in consequence of information from bis Admiral l>. Ji)»ct de 
Ma*ait«do’to lord Su Vittcent, June 14, 1798, ‘ That his Sovereign intended to send to Italy, fiom t’artliagena, 
one ahip of the lity>> a frigate, and a smaller armed vessel to convey his Holiness to Spain in a suitable manner a 
diapatch toSjir Horatio Nelson, witli the signals which would be made by the S|)anisb .ships in case bis squa- 

dron' AtWafaff'la irilb thou, thM oil respect and ceremony might be shewn to the Sovereign Pontiff. 

'VOl.lI. 8 
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(lovomiuonl in gotlinsj in his bread and ualer, sailed willi lljc frisales from Najdes, June 
in (jiiesl of Admiral Nelson, and slill willioul suceess. IJc was also afterwards fol- 
low<‘d bv some ol’ ihe besl of (he Portuguese ships under llic Mar<}uis de ' Niza, who 
was e(|uall V unforUinale, Thus uniformly did lionl Si, Vincent, nolwilh^ding the inleri- 
orily of l>is own lo lhal of ihe enemy, endeavour by every means' to slrcnglhen the 
squadron he had delaehed; and this at a time when he had recommended two secret, 
expeditions lo the attention of his (Government; one of which, the re-eaplurc of Minorca, 
was afterwards e.xe<*uted with success. 


In the meanwhile. Sir Ilonuio b(‘ing bafRed by the deparlure of llie enemy from Malta 
on ihe Kith, from executing a plan nhieh he had fomied foratlackingthem whilst at anchor 
at Goza, immediately on receiving such inlelligenccfrom |he Mntine brig on the 2'2d, had 
made th(‘ signal l() bear up, and steer lo tlu? S. K. with all possible sail. ‘ Al this time/ 
adds the Narrative of the proec(‘dings of his squadron which is rtderred lo by hitn in his 
' Memoir, ‘ we had no certain means of ascerlaiaing that the enemy were not bound up 
the Adriatic. Prom the day we bore up, until the, “ipih of June, only tlux'e vessels were 
spoken with; Iwo of which came from Alexandria, and had not seen any thing of the 
eiiemv’s tieet ; the other came from the Archipelago, and had likewise seen nothing of 
them. This day we .saw tlu* Pharos of Alexandria, and eontinued nearing the land with 
a press of sail, until we had a dislinel view of both IJarboui's; and to our general sur])ri8c 
and disappointment, we saw' not a Prmich ship in either.’ 

'riial no time, howe.ver, mighl be lost. Nelson immediately shaped his course lo 
the northward, for the coast of Caramania: and on the 2,9lh whilst at sea, amidst the agi- 
tation and disappointment which he exjierieiiced al nol meeting with the Enemy, sent the 
following letter to Earl St. \'incenl. ‘ My Lord: Allhough 1 rest confident that my 
intentions will ahvays, with you, have the most favourable interpretations; yet when 
success does not crown an ofticcr’s plan, it is absolutely necessary lhal he should c.vplain 
the motive's which actuate his couduel; and theretbre I shall slate them as brietly as 

possible.' lie then retraced his proceedings lo the 21st, w'hcn he had l)cen close off ’ 

Svraeuse, and had hoisted his colours. On the 22d he had heanl that Malta surrendered 
on the loth of June, and that the whole French fleet hud left il on the next day, as was 


« Sil Horatio’s Orders frotn Loid St. Vincent to take under his coiiimuiid the Portuguese Sqi^rou, to which the 
Lion had heen attached, and on her quitting it the Incendiaiy Hre sliip, were dated before Caaiz, June JO, 170H. 
The OrdcM to tin* Marquis is dated July 2, and he was therein infcinnedj ^ That it had been stipulated in the 
IVcaty of 170:J, between the Courts of Creal Kritain and (Portugal, lhaf the Ofticcr of cither contracting powci 
coinmunding the smaller number of ships, sliunid be Mubordiiiate to the one who commanded ibc larger number, 
withoiil cunsidcrnlion of their respective ranks.' 

^ Page J. ^ Or the 28lh, as Sir Iloialio afterwards mak6s it, by the .shi]) s log. 



iiU]>pose(l\ I’or Sicily. ‘ The wind,’ added he, ^ al this linu* was f)lo\\in^ slron<; Iroiu (lie 
W. N. W. The vessel that had heeii spoken three hours helorc, hy the ]\[uline, was "one 
out of roach. I could not ^t to Malta until the wind nioderaled, and iIkmi ini«ht obtain 
no belter inlclligeure. Thus situated, I ha<l to make use of my judgment, with informa- 
tion from Naples that they wore at jicacc with the Fn'neli Kepublie. . . 1 recalled all 
the ciroumslanccs of this Armament Ixjforc mo; 40,000 Iniops in 2b0 lransj)orls, many 
hundred pieces of artillery; waggons, draught-hors<‘s, cavalry, artificers, naturalists, astro- 
nomers, mathematicians, &c. The first rendezvous, in ease of separation, was Ihistia, 
the second, Malta. This Armament could not be necessary for taking possession of 
Malta. 'J’he Neapolitan Ministers consideix^d Naples, and Sicily, as safe. Spain alter 
Malta, or indeed anyplace to ih^ westward 1 could not think their destination ; for at this 
season, the westerly winds so strongly prevail between Sicily and the coast of Harbary, 
that I conceived it almost impossible to get a fleet of transports to tla* westward. It tlien 
became the serious question. Where arc they gone.^ Mere J had deeply to regret my want 
of frigates; and I desire it may be understood, that if one half of the frigates your Lordship 
had ordered under my command, had btien with me, 1 could not have wanted infor- 
mation of the French fleet. If gone to Corfu in con.seqiu'nci* of my approach, which they 
knew from Naples on the 12th, or ISlli, they would be arrived then.' by Ihe 22d of .lime. 

‘ Upon their whole proceedings, therefore, together with such information as 1 had 
* been able to collect, it ap|K;ared clear to me. That they were cither destined to assist the 
rebel Pacha, and to overthrow the pniscnt government of Turkey : or to settle a Colony in 
Jigypt, and to open a trade to India by way of the Kcd Sea. For strange as it may appear 
at first sight, an enterprising enemy, if they have the force or consent of the Faelia of 
Egypt, may with great case gel an army to the Red Sea; and if they have eoneerU'd a 
plan with Tippoo Saib to have vessels al Suez, three weeks at this season is a eominon 
passage to the Malabar coast, wheii our possessions in India would be in great danger. 1 
therefore determined, with the opinion of those Cajilains in whom I could place gn at conli- 
'dcncc, to go to Alexandria; and if that place, or any part of Italy w'as their destination, I 
hoped to arrive time enough to frustrate their plans. 

‘ I arrived off Alexandria on tlie 28th, and found lying there, one Turkish ship of the 
line, four frigates, and about twelve other Turkish vessels in llie old port, and about fifty 
sail of vessels, of different nations, in the Franks’ port. I dircclcd Captain Hardy of the 
Mutinc to run close in, and to send an officer on shore with my letter to Mr. Ilaldwin, and 
to get all the information in his power. , Captain Hardy, on his return, came within hail in 
his boat, and repotted, that no intelligence could be procured of the French fleet. Mr. 
Baldwin had. left Alexandria near three months. Wc observed the line of battle ship to 
be landing hfer gung«<($nd that the place was filling with anned people. After receiving 
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Captain Hard y’s n'port, I stretched the fleet over to the coast of Asia. Both Sir William 
Hamilton, and CJeneral Acton, I now know, said, they believed Eg>'pl was the object of 
the rivncli : for that when their Minister at Naples was pressed, on the armament appear* 
iiiij otl‘ Sicily, he had declared, that Egypt was their object. 

‘ 'I'he only objection 1 can fancy to be started, is. You should not have gone 
such a long ‘voyage without more certain information of the. Enemy’s destination : My 
answer is ready, IPho am 1 to f^ct it from? 'I’he governments of Naples, or Sicily, either 
kn«'w not, or chose to kec^pme in ignorance. Was 1 to wait patiently until 1 heard certain 
ac<-ounts.'' If Egypt were, their object, Iw'fon; 1 could lic*ar of them they would have been 
in India. 'Po do nothing was I felt disgraceful; thercfoi-c I made use of my understanding, 
and by it 1 ought to stand or fall. 1 am belbre your Lordship’s judgment, which in the 
present case 1 li'el is the Tribunal of my Country; and it^ under all circumstances, it is 
tlecided that 1 am wrong, I ought for the sake of our Country to be superseded: for at 
this niomcnt, when 1 know the French are not in Alexandria, 1 hold the same opinion as 
off Cape Eassaro, viz. 'Phal under all circumstances I w.as right in steering for Alexandria, 
and by that opinion 1 must stand or fsdl. Howev<*r erroneous iny judgment may be, I 
feel conscious of niy honest intentions; which I hope will bear me up under the greatest 
misfortune that could hap])en to me as an officer, that of your Lordshijfs thinking me 
Avrong.' 

H:iving finished this letter, which may be con.sidercd as a portraiture of the zealous and ‘ 
too agitated mind of this extraordinary man, when full of heaviness and di.s([uictudc; he 
shewed what he had written t«> C'aptain Ball, who Vtas one of those Captains in whom 
he deservedly placed the highest confidence. The original ausivcr has fortunately been 
preserved;' and its insertion, it is hoped, nill not offend the, modest and unassuming cha- 
racter of that great naval officer. 

Oiptahi Alexander John Ball, to Bear Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, Jult/, 1798. 

‘ .Sir: The very kind attention with which you have favoured me since I have had tlu' 
satisfaction of being under your command, has impr(>sscd me with the most lively concern' 
in every thing that can interest you. I therefore, with gieat deference, bc'g leave to offer 
my opinion on the subject of the Letter you did me the honour of shewing; and if I thought 
1 could in the smallest degree allay the great anxiety which your zeal occasions, ] should 
reckon it amongst the fortunate occurrences of my life. 

‘ 1 was particularly struck with the clear and accurate style, as well as with the candour 
of the statement in your letter; but 1 felt a a'gret, that your too anxious zeal should make 

'■ It would seem from this, and other paru of his letter, that Sir Horatio had not at that time received the 
iidditional Instructions from Lord St. Vincent, page 62 . 

‘ In the Nelson Papers. 
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you start an idoa, that your judgment was impearhablo because you have not yci fallen 
in with Jho rreiu-h tlcet; as it implicates a doubt, and may induce a suspicion, that von 
arc not jMnfeclIy satisfied with your own conduct. 1 sliould rcconnneml a frie nd, iuk'i- to 
begin a dclcncc of his conduct before he is accused of error, llc' niav oi\c the fidlc si 
reasons for uhat lie lias done, expressed in such terms as will evince* that he acte el from 
the Strongest conviction of lM*ing right: and of course he must ewjiect that the I’ublie* nill 
view it in the same light. The great fiord Chatham, whe‘n speaking in the I louse of I, ends 
of the failure of a general oflicer, said, I will not condemn Ministers; Ihcy mi!>ht have in- 
structed him wiseli/, he might hare executed his Instructions faithfulh/ and judicinuslif, and yet 
he might have miscarried: Therefore many events which the greatest human foresight cannot 
provide against. 

‘ Vou, Sir, arc in searerh of the French Fleet without any inle*lligence, or guidaiu’e*, but 
that of your own Judgment. From the nature* of ihe*ir Armament, with a forc e; e)f “ .5l),(KX) 
men, a great Expedition is intended; and as the*y made Malta the*ir first objc'ct of attac k, 
there cannot be a doubt but their destination is to the; eastward of that Island. F.gvpt 
appeared to be the most likely place to w’hieh they were bound: if they \ve*re bound thithe*r, 
you had a prospect of overtaking them, and at all events of arriving tlie*re bellire; the*y 
could have disembarked all their troops, and camp ee|uipagc; consee|ue‘ntly you would have 
had it in your power to have destroyed their K.\pedition which probably was inte neh*d 
agiiinst our Serttlemcnts in India, and to ha\c gained a great victory ovc'r the* French ih*el. 
But your only chance of accomplishing this was. by an iinm(*diate' pursuit ; a delay of 
twelve or twenlv-four hours to have endeavoured to obtain more correct intclliiicne*!;, 

m 

would have; rendere*el your pursuit almost u.scless. You lhe;re*fore de*tcrmined to steer 
elirectly for Alexandria; and, when arrivc'd oft' that port, you we*re* informi'd, that the; Go- 
vernor was putting the place in the best state of defence, as he; had re*ceiveel a letter from Feg- 
. horn, acquainting him, that the French Expedition was inte*nele*d against Egypt, alter lh(*y 
had taken Alalia. By which it app(;ars that your foresight enabled you to form the* same 
judgment of the destination of the French, which watchful observe*rs of llic'ir proceedings 
had discovered by other means; and 1 think you will find the same opinion pre*vail ihrough- 
cjut Italy. If tfie French have given up their intention of going to Egypt, and an* gone 
to Corfu, in consequence of inte*iligen('e that a British fte'e;t was in the Ale*eliterrane'aii: the 
same cause that carried them there, will keep them in port, unless they hear of your (*\acl 
force, and determine to risk an aetion. They do not know w here we now are ; but probably 

^ The accounts of ihc French force varied from 40,000, to 50,000 nirn, lii an intonstiiit; h ticr fioiii a Fifiirh 
officer at Cairo, August Ki, ( Intercepted letters. Part 11, page 144,) he says, Jc mv sms dnnamiv a mui- 

mimtt comment le goavernement Fraufou avoit fait tant d^^urts, ct expose tine Armlt de qua i ante milU homines, pour 
venir soumettre un peupU it firoct ei ii abtuHm 
VOL. II. 
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t'xpocl to st'c US ovory day. Had you rorcived iiironnulioji on Ihc 22d insluiit tliat the 
Froncl) flt'ct had sailod for Corfu, or any port in the Adriatic, or near tliere; as Uiey htul 
five ilays the start of you, they could have secured a retreat Ijcfbre you possibly could have 
drawn up witli them.— Under all these eircuinslances, I am of ojiinion, that your going to 
Alexandria will be considoivd as a wise nieasuiv, anil I trust that success mUI attend you 
and j-eward your great Ardour and Zeal for his Majesty’s sciwice. If my wish, Sir, to lessen 
your anxiety, has hurried me into what may Iw; construed as presumption, I trust that you 
w'ill forgive it when you consider the cause; and I shall rely upon your tearing this and not 
mentioning the subject to any |)erson.' 

Captain Hall did not duly appreciate the iirilablc and impatient disposition of his 
countrymen, when he said, ‘ 'I'liat the. stjuadroifs going to Alexandria, would be consi- 
dered as a wise measure.’ Hy all unprejudiced minds it certainly was so considered: 
but at tlie same time, until subsequent success had covered these services of Nelson with 
glory, a violent ofiposition prevailed against his appointment and proceedings, even in 
the higher dc])artmenls of government. Uospecting the first, Lortl St. V^incenl it was ' pro- 
nounced ought to snil’cr severely for sending so young an officer; and the conduct of Sir 
Horatio Avas thought to have merited impcachmenl. A memorable lesson to that violent 
and party spirit which too often rages amongst us, and calumniates the noblest exertions 
of unsuccessful patriotism and service. • 

In case the I’orluguese squadron under the Marquis dc Niza had joined, the following 
arrangement \voidd have taken place, appeaw from some letters of Earl St. Vincent to 
Sir Horatio. On the 2d of July, his Lordship said, ‘ Tlie Marquis of Niza Avill I hojie 
soon supjiort you with a s(|Uiulron of four ships of the line, well manned, commanded, and 
ap[)ointed. 'I’hc exercise these shijAS have had in a cniise off the Azores, has very much 
improved their seamen, and they arc remarkably healthy. The. Mar(|uis agrees Avith me 
that it Avould lie best to cheipicr them in your line of l)attle; Iavo in your starbonnl division 
Avhich Avill be commanded by the Marquis, and tAvo in the larlaiard commanded by Cap- 
tain TroubridgiA; Avhich anangciucnt 1 have signified to the I^ords Commissioners of the 
Admiraltv.' — In another letter, dated July 5lh, the Marquis’ force is thus descril)ed. 
‘ ’J’he Marquis’s squadron consists of the Principe Real, Rheina dc Portugal, San Sebas- 
tian, Alphonso Albuqucripic, (Incendiary fire-ship) and Paliao brig, one of the finest they 
liiive. ’i'he lint is under the Marquis, Stone commands the second, Mitchell the third, 
Cauipl)ell the tburth, and Duncan, a hardy felloAv who Avas a master’s mate in our service 
in the Ameriean AAar, has the brig. Our fire ship is commanded by a good fellow of the 
name of IJarkcr, brother to the late Scory Barker. God bless you, my dear Admiral, pre- 

> A letter from one of (he puuue Lords of the Admiralty, atos read publicly on board the Prince George, Ad- 
iniiiil ^ir \\ . Pinker, denouncing Lord St. Vincent in go very gentle terms, tor having scut so young a Flag Officer. , 
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scrv'c’ yoii from sill ills and covor your head wilh laumls, prays your sincere and allco 
lionalc friend, St, Vincciil.’ 

From the Coast of Caraiiiania which the S(|iiadron inaih' on the 4(h of July, they 
sleered along the southern side of Csindia, carrying a press ol'^iii liolli nighi :ind day with 
a contrary wind. The ^Xiiinirsd ('iiileavourcil, as he infornu'd Jioni St. Vincent, to keep 
in (he opening of the Archipelago, in latitude between 3C and 37 N. steering with all 
sail to the westward. On the, 18th being in sight id* Sicily, and short oC uati'r, lie deter- 
mined to c4|cr the port of Syracuse; and although no jierson was aeipiainted with (he 
harbour, y<‘t by the skill and judgnn'iiL of the oBieers every ship arrived sal'ely, and 
iinincdiately proceeded to get iif water, wine, lemons, aiul bullocks with all possible "ex- 
pedition. ‘ This,’ adds the Journal of their proeei'dings, ‘ uas thi' (irsi opportunity that 
the Vanguard had enjoyed of receiving water on board, from the (iih of JSIay; so that not 
only the stock of that ship, but of several others of (he sipiadron, was very nearly e,\hans(ed.' 
Lest any impediments might have arisen to the Admiral, in obtaining this supply, Mr. 
Tough, his Jh'itannic Majesty’s Consul Ceneral in Sicily, had on the ‘2'.’d of .June sent Sir 
Horatio xvord, ‘ 'riiat any^ kind of refi’cslnnents, or ])rovisions which the Beet might scmd 
in necfl of, he coidd readily procure at Palermo, and that he only waited for the iionour of 
his commands.’ The jairt of Syracuse, however, at this time otfered a more convenient ant! 
ready supply; and every precaution had been tsiken, which the I'xertions of our Ambas- 
sador at Naples uikI the inBuence of Lady Hamilton c ould devisi*, that no possibility of 
delay, through the secret machinations or threats of the French, might nnespeetedly arise. 
In waiting to Lady Nelson, from Syraeusc, July 20th, he saiil, ‘ I havanot been able to 
find the French fleet to my great mortification, or the event I < an scarcely doubt. A\ e 
have been ofl' Malta, to Alexandria in Egypt, Syria, into Asia, and arc returned here with- 
out success: how'cver no pereon will say, that it has been for w'ant ot activity, f yet live 
.in hopes of meeting these fellows; but it would have been my delight to have tried Buona- 
parte on a wind, for ho commands the Fleet, as well as the .\rmy. Clory is my object, 

and that alone. God Almighty bless you.’ 

The highly wrought and harassed mind of the Admiral was about this time soothed 
by some letters, which he received from his E.\cellcncy Mr. A\'yiulhani, and from Lord St. 
Vincent. The fonner sent him won!, 'fhat his arrival in the Mediterranean had already 
caused a great panic amongst th^ French; and that on the 19th of June the I'reneh Mini- 
ster had come down to J^ghom, to be at hand to gain the earliest information ot w hatevor 
might happen: Re had declared, however, that he was under no apprehensions, since the 
French, being in possession of Malta> might remain there and defy the British S<iuadion. 

» This was afterwards {VpteMM against, by Lachew, Secretory to the French Minislcr atl^ttplcs, in a Icttei to 
the Marquis de Gi4k>. , ' . ' ' ' 



‘ You may rely,' nddod Mr. Wyndham, ‘ on my |?iving you every intelligence in my power; 
and I am viny certain that you will not (piit (he Mediterranean, without adding more 
laurels to the many you have already gathered, and perfonning some signal service to your 
Coimlry.’ • , • 

liord St. Vincent, in the letter which he ha<l sent Admiral Nelson, so far from cavilling 
at his hitherto inolfecliial pursuit of the Prcnch; aAer touching on the fa<!tion that was 
fraught with all inaimcr of ill will against his appointment to the Squadron, and which had 
pruce('d('d so far, us to write strong remonstninces against it; declared his iSlfeermination 
to support him, adding, * ]ji the meanwhile, God bless and prosper you, and your Gallant 
Train, prays St. Vincent.’ lie also probably, about thitf time, received intelligence that 
Captain K. J. Poole of the Seahorse, who was in search of the British squadron, on the 
27lh of June nller a c.ha<'e of twelve hours, and a close action of eight minutes, had cap- 
tured I, a Sensible, 'Mi guns, Capt. Bourd6; who Inid sailed from Malta on the 18lh with 
a Gericrsil of Division, Baraguhy D'Hilliers, and his suite, on board, going to Toulon with 
an account of the capture of (hat Island. lid Sensible had also all the trophies on board 
which the Prcnch had seized; the greater part of their rich plunder was on board L’Orient. 

'1‘hus protected and encouraged, the envied, indcfuligable, and enterprising Nelson 
pr(*j)}irc(l to renew his determined pursuit of the enemy, and on the 2jth of July, 1798, 
sailed from Syracuse. Irritated beyond measure that the Frenrh should so long have 
balllod his vigilauec, it was with dilKcully he t*ould endure the tediousness and uncertainty 
of the night; and the otliccr of the w'alch had frequently scarcely left tlie cabin, when he 
was again summoned to declare the hour, and to sunnount the persuasion of the Admiral 
that it must certainly b<^ day-break. 

It had occurred to him, on leaving Syracuse, that some authentic intelligence might 
possibly be obtained in the Morca. The squadron, therefore, at first steered for that coast, 
and made the Gulf of Corou on the 28th of July. Captain Troubridge was iuiniediately. 
dispatched in the Culloden to obtain intelligence from the Turkish Governor; and without 
detaining the, squadron returned in a few hours with a Prcnch brig prize in tow, and with 
infiwmalion, 'I’hat the enemy had been seen steering to tlic S. E. from Candia, about four 
weeks l)cfoii;: the inhabitants of Coron entertained the most serious apprehensions from 
the French Armament, and tlie most j>erfect detestulion against Umt" people. During 
the same day also a stranger sail passing through the fleqt, was examined by the Alexan- 
der, and further intelligence communicated by her to the Admiral. Sir Horatio imme- 
diately determined to return to Alexandria, and the English squadron accordingly, with 
every sail set, stood again for the coast of Egypt. 


" Journal of the Proceedings of the Squadron. 
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Tlic Frencli had steered a direct courm; for Candiu, hy whicli they made an anoular 
passage towards Alexandria; whilst the squadron under Sir Horatio Nelson had kepi a 
straight course for that place, without making Cundia, and thus the distance was consi- 
derably diminished. The comparative smallness also of his force, made it necessary to sail 
in close order, aud therefore tlie space it covered was cvlremely limited.* 'J'his added to 
the constant haziness of the atmosphere, rimdercd all chance of descrying the Kncmy 
very uncertain; and, on returning to Syracuse, there was still less j)robahilily of falling 
ill with them, as the J'mglish slciwed to the northward, whilst the Fn'nch kept a southern 
course tQ Alexandria. 

'Phe confidence which prevailed among the French ivas consistent with their character, 
and Avith the preparations which had been made to give to this fleet all the strength and 
ability that the Republic and its Allies could sup|)ly. General O'Hara, Governor ol' 
Gibraltar, in writing thence to Admiral Nelson, June 15, said, ‘ 'Phe French are very san- 
guine as to the issue of this mighty Armament, Avhich they say has l)ecn so well plamu'd 
that all ]'!luro|x; is to be astonished at the greatness of the Enterprise; but I trust, my dear 
Sir Horatio, you will be able to defeat all their mighty purposes.'— 'J’he force opposi'd to 
this armament tvas only a detachment from one of the numerous squadrons, by whic h Gn'at 


Britain supported its own lilierlics, and endeavoured to prevent the subjugulion of other 
powers. This detachment had lx:cn a ('onsidcrable time at sea in pursuit of the emuny, 
and many of the ships, especially the Vanguard, had rcct;ivcd only a lenqiorary rc'fit aftc'r 
the leinpcsl in the Gulf of Lyons. The boasted French Armada was I’resh from the 
dcxrkyards of Toulon, and Venice, and had ex|x*ricnccd no disaster. The l-’icnch vanity 
was also cherished and augmented by their General, who was destined to rcei'ive a lesson 
in Egypt, that ill suited his overweening and destructive ambition. 'Phe Narrative of their 
proeiM'dings, from July the Isl Avhen lhey Avere off the old Port of Alexandria, is thus giv eu 
by Admiral Brueys, in a "letter to Bruix the French Minister of the Marine, dated on 
' board L'Orient, J'uly 12, 1798. — ‘ Citizen Minister: Previously to our arrival otf the 
old Port of Alexandria, 1 had dispatched the Juno to bring the Consul on board. Citizen 
Magallon arriA’ed on the first of fuly, and informed us, that an English srpiadron had ap- 
peared in line of battle off the Port of Alexandria on the 28lh of June, that tlu'v had 
detached a Brig to the town, and that, on its return, they had made sail to the N. K.: the 
squadron was supposed to consist bf fourteen ships of the line.. ..The Commauder in ( hief, 
Buonaparte, detfimd to be put ion shore immediately: I therefore eaine to anchor on the 


■ . '• Letters of dufTFiencb Army in Egypt, by the Fleet under the command of Sir Ilomiio Nelson 
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Const, and, during llto night, succeeded in landing 6000 men in a creek lo the west of the 
old Port, nenr a Castle cidicd Marabou, about two leagues from the City. Not tlie 
slightest opposition Avas made lo our dt'seent. 1 disembarked all the troops, and the bag- 
gag(‘ bi'longing to them; and on the 7th of ,luly, having satisfied myself that our ships of 
Avar eoidd not gtU into the Port fur Avant of a suflicient depth of Avater at the entrance, I 
orih'iA'd the Venetian ships, (Ic Dubois, and Ic Causse of 64 guns each, and tAvo or three 
frigates,) and the ^ transports to come to an anchor there ; and stood off with the thirteen 
sail of the line, and the three frigates, Avith an intent of mooring in the road of Bcquicres, 
or AI)Oukir. 

' * 

‘ 1 arrived then', in the aficrnoon, and formed a line of battle at two>thirds of a cables 
length; the headmost vesstd being as close as possible to a Shoal to the N. W. of us, and 
the *' rest of the fleet forming a kind of curve along the line of deep Avalcr, so as not lo he 
turmnl, by any means, in lliu S. W. lliis position is the strongest we could possibly take 
in an ojien road; Avhcrc we cannot ap{)roach sufficiently near the land to be prolet'ted by 
baiU'iies, and Avheiv the cueiiiy lias it in his poAver to choose his own distance.. ..It is vexa- 
tious that there is not a Port Avherc a Plcel can cnier; but the old Port, of Avhich Ave have 
hcaitl so much, is shut up by a reef of rocks, some under, and some above Avater; forming 
a niimix'r of narrow channels, Avliere the depth is only from 23 to 25, and 30 feel. The 
sea, too, is coininonty A'ery high: Thus you see, that one of our seventy-fours Avould be in 
no small danger I here, especially as she would inevitably go to pieces in a feAV minutes 
after touching the ground. 

‘ To gratify the Avishes of the Commander in Chief, Buonaparte, I have offered a rcAvard 
of 10,(XX) livres, to any Pilot of the Country who would undertake to carry the squadron 
in; but none of them will venture to take cliargc of a single vessel, tboil; draws more than 
lAA'cnty feet. I hope, hoAvcver, iluit wc shall succeed iii hnding a channd by Avhich our 
seventy-fours may enter; hut this can only be. the n?sult of many laborious and painful ex- 
periments. 1 have already engaged Iavo intelligent officers in this business; Captain Barr^, ’ 
commanding at present I’Alcesle, and Citizen Vidal, first lieutenant. If they find a channel, 
they Avill buoy it for us; and avc may then enter Avithout much danger. The depth wit|)in 
the reefs increases lo £flccn fulhotiis, but the gelling oiil of the harbour wil^ 

p Accurciing>o a letter from Jaubert to Bruix^ dated on board L’Orir-nl, July 4th» the traii3po|rt8 fr0ijtt‘:7oaloii| 
Marneilles^ Geiioa^ Ajaccio, and Civiia Veccliia^ amountcMl Another letter from a of 

Boyer (page 148,) inakeii tiicni 400 sail ^ under convoy of fifteen sail of tlie line^ two of which were atn(^'afjfiUe, 
fourteen frigates, and several smaller ships of war. . ; . . 

<1 La Fortune corvette, IBguns^ commanded hy Citoyen Marcband, Enseigne dc VaiMeau> wai de* 

tiu*hed from the fleet, on the SOth of July, to cruise oflT Bamietu ; and was captured on the lOtb by the 

Swiftsure. 
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cases, be very tlifficult and very Icdious, so tliat a sciuadron would eujratrc to a vast dis- 
advantage. 

‘ 1 have hcanl nothing further of the English. They arc gone, perhaps, to look lor us 
on the coast of Syria; or rather, and this is my private opinion, they have not s») many as 
fourteen sail of the line, ci que nc sc trouvani pus en mmhrc sup/rinir, ils naumif pas jii'r6 
d-propos de se mesurer aivc tioiis,’ ' ^ 

‘ Jauljerl, who was Commissary of the fleet, in 'writing from Admiral JJnieys’ fla-ship, 
L’Orient, ofi- Alxmkir, July 8, 1798, had said, ‘ 'I’ho English fle«-l has played with ill link on’ 
Us side: first it missed us on the coast of Sardinia; next it missed a convoy of fifiy-scven 
sail coming from CiviUi Vccchia, with 7,000 troops of the army of I laly on board. ‘ J i ,lid 
not arrive at Malta until five days after wc left it; and it arrived at Alc'xandria two ' days 
too soon to meet with us. It is to lie presumed liuil it is gone to Alc.vandrettu, under an 
idea (hat the army is to be disembarked there for the Comjuest of India. Wc shall ecr- 
lainly meet it at last; but we are now mooixid in such a manner as to bid delianee to a 
force more than double our own. Such, however, was our critical situation on the morning 
of the 1st of July, that in spite of the promptitude with which we disembarked, ue might 
have Ijeen surprised by the English in the; midst of our operations. Apprehensive of this, 
the Coninmnder in Chief, Buonaparte, M'ith his stafi; was in liis galley by four in tlm afier- 
noon, surrounded by the boats and shallops of the dificrent vessels, all full of irooj)s and 
ready for the descent.' 

Louis Buonaparte, aid-de-camp to his brother, in * writing to Cilixeii Joseph, on the 
6th of July, informed him, that the English squadron had been seen by la Justice frigate 
after the departure of the Ercnch from Malta, and yet, added he, FMe a cu la gwac/jt/vc 
de ne pas nous trouver. Les Anglais dokent ctre furiaix. Ufaut fire edtrancment liardi et 
heureuXf pour traverser une escadre nomhreusc arec dcs forces tUbindres, un convoi de qualre 
cens petits IfAHmtns, et enlever en chemin une place telle que MaltCy moifk par force el uioifie 
par negociathn. Jusqu’d present fai cru que la fortune pouvoit abandonner won frere, 
aujovrd*kttije crois qu’il r6ussira tot^rs, si les troupes gardent un pen dc I’esprit national qui 
les anime d hkn.' 

Such vipa the situation and state of iiiiiid of the French on having eluded the vigilance 
i)f Sir Horatio Nelson, and made good their lauding in Egypt. Buonaparte on his landing 
h^.ptjlti^cd^ most extraordinary 'proclamation, in which after no common blasphemy 

■” ' Intercepted letters, P#rtl. page 18. 

General Aower, in a letter to bis pareati, informed them, ‘ That some of the light vessels, l>eloiig- 
ing 10^: fledtf made Alexandria on jOdi'of June; on wltich day, at noon, ilie Untish hqiiadroii had 

. .. I. juagb !• * Ibid. Part I. Appendix, page iS5, and 345. 
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ho added, ‘ Buonaparlo, the General of the T’rcnch Republic according lo the principles 
of liberty, is now anived; and the Ahnighly, the Lord of both Worlds, has sealed the 
doslriiction of the Hoys.’ — ^'I’lie language of a subsequent proclainalion, was still more 
exlraordinarv, as the following exlracl Avill declare. ‘ Cadis! CheiksI Iiuans! 'J'chorbadgis! 
loll the people that we ari* the friends of the true Mussulmcn. Is it not us who have 
destroyed the Pope, who said it Avas necessary to make Avar on Mussulmcn.^ Is it not us 
Avho have destroyed the Knights of Malta, because those madmen believed, that it Avas the 
gt>od pleasure that they should make Avar on Mussulmen? Is it not us Avho have been in 
all ages the friends of the Grand Seignior, (on whose desires be the blessings of God,) and 
lh(^ enemy of his enemies. ... Woe, avoc, avoi* to those who shall take up arms in fiiA’our of 
th<' Mamelouks, and combat against us. 'I'liere shall he no hope for them, they shall all 
perish.’-— 'I'heir Army, however, in general Avas extremely discontented: the land and sea 
officers, according lo * .laubeil, gcncndly speaking, took their leaves of each other in a very 
cold manner. Alexandria, Avhich ’‘Adjutant General Boyer described, * as a huge and 
Avrctchcd skeleton of a place, open on every side, and Avhich Avould liavc surrendered on 
being summoned,’ Avas attacked by Buonapsirto Avith 25,000 men, of AAdiich 150 Avere slain. 
7'hc massacre that ensued Avas dreadful. His troops then marched on the 13th of July 
against, what Boyer styled, a rabble of Mamelouks, * aa’Iio straggled round and round our 
Army, like so many cattle, sometimes facing in groups of ten, fiRy, and a hundred: had 
AA'C been a Utile more cntcrprisitig this day, I think their fate Avould have been decided.* 
On the 21st, Avhicli has been called The Battle of the Pyramids, Avhcti four thousand of 
these Mamelouks made a desperate charge on this numerous army of veterans, and were 
conse<iucnlly defeated; the French proceeded to Cairo, and entered it on the 22d of July. 

In the mcaulime the resolute Nelson, and his select band, pursued their second course 
to Alexandria. * 'I'lic failft^ intelligence,’ said Admiral Ganteaunic in Avriting lb ’^Bruix, 

‘ received from lime to lime by neutral vessels, announced the return of the enemy’s squa- 
dron. It had been seen off Caiidia steering to the Avcslward, Avhich unhappily confirmed us in ‘ 
the opinion, that it had no orders to attack us. On the 2l8t of July, hoAvever, tAvo of the 
enemy’s * frigates reconnoitred us.’ ‘ On the Ist of August,’ according to the A’anguard's 
Journal, ‘ at one P. M. moderate breezes, and clear: the wind north. We saw Alexandria 
bearing S. E. seven or eight leagues. At a quarter past two recalled the Alexander airfd 

SwiAsure, who had licen detached the preceding evening by signal on thc.ldok*o«t fowards 

;.'v 

* Intercepted letters, Fart 1. pagf 88. * Ibid, page 131. Ibid, page 419. 

* These were some of the frigates that were in search of Sir Horatio Nelson ; and whose appearando anfortiinateljr, 
just at that time, alarmed the enemy, and induced them to adopt nltasurcs of prei'BUtion and sedurity; which consi- 
derably augmented the difficulties that our Admiral had to sutmoaftt. Hod these frigates been able to join, hot a 
ship of the enemy would have escaped. 
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Alexandria. At half past two hauled our wind, unbent the best bower, look it out of the 
stern port and bent it again. At four, Pharaolfs Tower S. S. W. disinnt four or fiv(i leagues, 
the Zealous, Captain S. Hood, made the signal for the French fleet. At five bore up for 
the enemy, sounding in 15, 14, 13, 11, and 10 fathom.' 

Nothing could equal the joy that prevailed throughout the Rrilisli stpuulron at the sight 
of the French flag, unless it were the calm determination and awiul silence by wliich that 
joy was succeeded. Sir Horatio, for many preceding days, had hardly eaten or slept; 
but now, with a coolness peculiar to our navsU character, he ordert'd his dinner to be 
served, during which the dreadful preparation for battle was made throughout the A'an- 
guard. On his officers rising from table and repairing to their separate stations, he ex- 
claimed, Before this thne to-mon^w^ I shall have gained a Beerage, or iVestminster Abbey. 

The only plan that had been previously arranged in case llu^y found the Enemy at 
anchor, was for our ships to form as most convenient for their mutual support, and to 
anchor by the slern^ This was worthy of the great officers who commanded in the Squa- 
dron, and shewed the confidence which Nelson placed in their abilities. According to 
the Vanguard's log-book, * At fifly-five minutes past two P. M. the general signal to pre- 
pare for Battle was made. At three, the Cullodcn's signal to quit her prize and join the 
Admiral. At fifty minutes past three, for the Mutine to come within hail. At twenty-two 
minutes past four for the fleet to prepare for battle, when it might be necessary to anchor 
with a bower or sheet cable in abaft, and springs, &c. At fifty-two minutes past four two 
signals were made together; viz. particular sliips to engage the centre, of llic enemy, and 
others to engage the van, starboard, or weather division, or ships of the enemy. At half 
past five the general signal was made to form in hue of Battle ahead and astern of the Ad- 
miral, as most convenient from tlie then accidental position of the ships, without regard to 


the succe{i9i9n denoted in the established form delivered.' 

■ Captain Tl. Foley, who was one of the first of this select band of Officers, happened to 
. l^d the fleeiin the Goliath. He had always kept close to the Admiral on his lee bow, and 


rejoiced to find himself the vim ship on such a day; but tliis post of honour was for a few 
minutes disputed with him|( by .thp jealous. Captain S. Hood, whose abilities equally me- 
rited that proqd distmt^^l Capt^ Foley set his top-gallant studding sails for a short 
time, and thus his situation as the van ship.— It had long been a favourite idea 

witk ^ officer^ which he had mentioned on the preceding evening to Captains Trou- 
(Jinidge, and Hood, That a conyderable advantage would arise, if the enemy's fleet were 
moored in line of .battle in vrith. tlie hind, to lead between them and the shore, 


. as l^nch guns on thib side were not likely to be manned, or to be ready for action. 

as sopie.qifp^y’TaB^liips approached the small island of Bequiercs, the Alert 


Frencl 


began 

iS d ' ■ 




Aj^miral: which were, to stand towards tlic 
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British shiiw until nearly within gun-shot, and then to manoeuvre so as best to draw them 
towards the outer shoal lying off that island : But adds the officer on board Ic Franklin 
from whose account this is taken, ‘ The E|glish Admiral, widiout doubt, had experienced 
pilots on iKiard ; as he did not pay any altenUon to the Brig’s track, bu?, allowing her to go 
away, hauled well round all the dangers.’ On this island of Bequiercs, the French had 
established two batteries, whence, however, they were unable from their distance to do any 
injury. As our squadron advanced, they opened a steady lire from the starboard side of 
their whole line, full into the bows of our van ships. Tlie silent progression of the Lnghs i 
was observed by their enemies with astonishment: On board of each ship the crow was 
employed aloft in furling sails, and below in tending the braces, and in hauling a range 
of cable on deck preparatory to their anchoring by the 'stern. At twenty-eight minutes 

past six. P. M. the French hoisted their colours. ^ 

Captain Foley had intended to fix himself on the inner bow of le Guerrier: he kept the 
Goliath, therefore, a. near the edge of the ‘bank a. the depth of water would admit, but 
hU anchor hung a litUe, and, having oiiened a tremendou. Sre, he drifted to the recond 
.hip before hi. anchor wa. clear. Then bearing up he riiorteued Mul, anchored by the sUm 
inside of the recond of the enemy’, line, le Conquertat, and in ten minute, .hot away ter 
ma.U The Zealou!,, Captain S. Hood, otaerving what had pawed, took the .taSon which 
the Goliath had intended to have, and anchored by her .tern on the inride or larbo^ 
bow of le Guerrier, whieh .he totally dimUed in twelve minute,. The thud riup that 
doubled the enemy’s van was the Orion, Sir James Saumarez, which Jiassed to windwm 
of the Zealous, and opened her larboard guns, as long as they bore, on le Guemer; then 
passing inside of ihe Goliath, and being annoyed by a frigate, the Onon yawed as much 
as enabled her to sink tliis opponent by a tremendous fire; when Sir Ji^es hauled round 
towards the French line, and anchoring inside between the fifth and sixth ship from le 
Guerrier, took his station, with that gallantry be had so often displayed, on the larboard 
Imw of le Franklin and the quarter of le Peuple Souverain, receiving and returning the fife, 
of both. The sun was verging to the horizon, when the Audacious, Captain Gould, Imving 
poured a heavy fire into le Guerrier, and le Conquerant as she passed between them, fixed 
herself on the larboard bow of the latter ‘ship, and aflerWaids cn^ to Peuple Souve^ 


b A roueh nketch of the Bay of Aboukir luid been uken out of « French ihip, in bdlttt ftOBi ^z^ria to 
nhodes bT Captain HiJlowell, and given by him to Sir II. Nelson a few day* previooa to Ae Action, was 

tains that he had sent it, as that officer thinks, to the Bridsh Musehrii. This ww raamiaed die 
action by Captain Fol^, who was the only officer that possessed, to Beilin’s Collection, aOy C^of. A^r. 
It was afterwards copied, and given to most of the squpdron. ^ i l 

■ I. . Mte iMt dwiiig Ik. l«Hv. “ k""* Ike V.og.«d by Cepten OmM, d.«d I, t tev. 

ih. Jdriketio, 1. tel yn h Crequeimi h» ureckB the Awlteoiu: Ike rireghier wkoiritej^d^, j 
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raiu. The 'fheseus, Captain Miller, followed ; and going between the Zealous, and le 
Guerrier barely at sufficient distance to avoid being entangled with the shattered rigging, 
poured a dreadful broadside into her bow, and brought down Ic Guerrier’s remaining 
main, and niizcn mast; the Theseus then passed on the outside of the Goliath, and an- 
chored ahead of her, inside of their third ship, le Spartiatc, about the same time that the 
Orion had got well into her station. According to the account of the action drawn up 
by Rear Admiral Bl^quet, Admiral Brueys at first got the to)v-gallant yards of his srpia- 
dron across; but soon afler^vards made tlic signal, that he intended engaging the enemy 
at anchor, convinced, as they afterwards said, that he had not seamen enough to engage 
under sail. The fire from the French line commenced from their second ship le Con- 
querant; then followed le Guerncr, le Spartiate, TAquilon, le Peuple Souverain, and le 
Franklin : * All the Van,' added the French Admiral, * were attacked on both sides by the 
Enemy, who ranged close along our line. They had each an anchor out astern, which 
facilitated their motions and enabled them to place their ships in the most advantageous 
position.' 

Anno Whilst thc advancod officers in the British squadron were thus proving them- 

iilMtf 40o 

selves worthy of that experience and decision which directed the whole, thc Ad- 
miral himself had entered into action with the remainder of his force; and was the first 
ship that anchored on the outer side of the enemy, within half pistffi-rshot of le Spartiatc 
the third in the French line of battle. “ Aware," says ' Mr. Willyams, “ of thc impossibi- 
lity of the rear of the. enemy, being to leeward, coming to thc assistance of their van, he 
determined to redouble hU efforts to conquer one part, before he attacked thc rest." Erst 
fl^am a Vktwyt he (^claimed* end then make the best use of it you can: meaning to oppose 
liis whole force to a part of the enemy, which, situated as they were, would soon fall. The 
origina] plan of attack whidi he had intended to have adopted, if Captain Foley had not 
judged it .expedient to lead within the French line, was to have kept entirely on its outer 
.aide; and lo have stationed his ships, as far as he was able, one on the outer bow and 

on the outer quarter of each of the enemy. 'I'his would have certainly produced 
a in09t de8tni,ctiye. fin^ «id woald ^ve caused our shot to have crossed clear of our own 
ships. Owin|f>p .a coming to action, the squadron wore the 

white or St Geoi!g^.ehi^^, which displayed the Cross; and lest through any random shot 
his colours should bo 'tarried away, Admiral Nelson had six ensigns, or flags, flying in 


difSsrent parts of his rigging. 

Tlia Vangtiaxd hiring thus ancli(^||^^&thom water, without'the third ship in the 
encgEny^alin^ ac half psat rix half a cable, and in a minute opened a most 
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destructive fire so as to cover the approach of the other shi])s, the Minotaur, Bcllerophon, 
Deteua', and Majestic, which respectively passed on ahead of their Admiral. Captain 
Louis, in the Minotaur, nobly supported his friend, and Commander, and anchoring next 
ahead of the Vanguard, took off the fire of I’Aquilon, the fourth in the- French line. The 
jlcllcrophon, Captain Darby, passed on ahead, and dropped her stem anchor on the star- 
board t)ow of the enormous L’Orient, the seventh ship in the enemy’s line; whose difference 
of force was above seven to thri'e, and the weight of ball from her lower deck alone ex- 
ceeded tliat from the whole broadside of the Bellcrophon. The Defence, Captain Peyton, 
took his station with great judgment ahead of the Minotaur, and engaged le Franklin of 
80 guns, the sixth ship of the enemy on the slarboanl bow, by which the line* remained 
unbroken; which sixth ship Imre the flag of Admiral Blanquet du Chclard, second in com- 
mand. Tlie Majestic, Captain Wcstcott, after being entangled with the main rigging of 
one of the enemy’s ships astern of the Admiral, from whom she sevendy suffered, swung 
clear; and closely engaging I’Heureux, on the starboard bow, received also the fire of le 
Tonnant, the enemy’s eighth sliip, which soon made dreadful havoc on board the Majestic. 

The remainder of the squadron, the Culloden, Alexander, Swiflsure, and Lcander, 
in the next place claim our attention. Captain Troubridge, who had been detained by 
the towing of the prixe wliich he had taken off Coron, had obtained leave by si^al when 
two leagues to the efiktward of Uie Admiral, to cast off the vessel. Like the r^t of the 
squadron, he had kept constantly sounding as he advanced; but he was so much astern of 
them, owing to. the above-mentioned cause, Uiat when our van ships were nearing the French, 
the lower deck ports of the Culloden were, owing to her distance, what seamen term, just 
out of the water. The day was now closing in, which added considerably to his difficul- 
ties; when suddenly, after having sounded and found eleven fathom water, before the lead 
could again be hove, the Culloden was fast aground on the tail of tlic shoal running from 
the small island of Bequieres, on which were two batteries of the enemy: notwithstand- 
ing his own incessant exertions, with those of Captain Thompson in the Leander and. 
Captain Hardy in the Mutine brig, both of whom immediately came to his assistance, 
the Culloden could not be got off so as to enter into the action. . 'the sufferings and agi- 
tation of Captain Troubridge, whose presence in the battle would have been severely felt 
by the enemy, corresponded with his determined character and ^ealqur, disposition : the 
Culloden did not get afloat until the next morning. ] t was however s(»nc satisflmtion to 
the mortified spirit of her Captain, that his ship served as a beacon to the Alexander, Cap- 
tain A. Ball, and the Swiflsure, Captain B. Hallowell ; which from having been defached. as 
already mentioned, were late before they could get into action. The gallant manher in 
which they at last entered the Bay of Aboukir and took tl^ sliettions, notwithstanding 
the darkness that prevailed and their utter ignorance of dte sitoalion of tlie tullter ships of 
their squadron, is still spoken of witli admiration by their brother officers. It foftaed a most 
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but to be left to die upon deck: he survived only a quarter of an hour. Those of the Elat 
major and of the ship’s company of L’Oricnl who liad escaped death,, convinced of the 
impossibility of extinguishing the fire which liad got down to the middle gun-deck, eiulea- 
voun'd to save tlicmseivcs. Commodore Casa Bianca and his son only ten years old, who 
during the action gave proofs of bravery ami intelligence far above his age, were not so for- 
tunate: they Avert'. Ibr a time seen in the water on the Avrcck of L’Oricnl’s mast, not being 
able to SAvim, seeking each other until three quarters past ten, Avhen the ship blcAV ULp and 
f)ut an end to their ho])es and fears. Lc Franklin’s decks Avere covered Avhh red hot iroils,, - 
j)ieccs of timber and rope on fire. This ship Avas on fire the fourth lime, but providentially 
gdt under. Immediately after the explosion of L’Orient the Battle every Avherc ceased, 
and AA’as succeeded by a most profound silence. 'J’he sky’Avas obscured by thick clouds of 
black smoke which seemed to threaten the tlestruction of the Iavo fleets, it was a <iuaricr 
of an hour l)cfore the crcAVs recovered the kind of stupor they were thrown into.'— Nor 
did the rcuoAvned flag of Nelson triumph Avithout its share of peril: Sir l!oralio, himself, 
Avas dreadfully Avoundod, and as it aaus fora time thought mortally in the head. Seven of" 
the boAv guns of the Vanguard had been three times cleared, and one repeatedly, of the 
men stationed at them, Avho AA'cre either dead, or desperately wounded. The brave Cap- 
tain Faddy of the marines fell Avilh many of his men: the decks of the Vanguard streamed 
Avitli blood. 'J’Aventy-sevcu of her crew Averc killed, and sixty-eight wounded. 

Such Avas the perilous stale of both squadrons, Avhen the folloiving vicAV of this aAvful 
scene Avas beheld by the French from Rosetta; Avhteh has been mentioned by soi^e of 
our naval oflicers, Avho Averc present, as an cxtntordinary instance of accuracy of observar 
tion and fidelity of ' description. . .The firing was extremely brisk until a quarter aftoL.. ^ 
nine; Avhru Ave perceived, by favour of the night, a prodigious light which clearly an- 
nounced some vessel Avas in flames: at that moment the firing Avas brisker than ever. At 
ten o’clock the v'essel which Avas burning *blcAv up Avilh a most tremendous noise, 'fhis 
Avas succeeded by utter darkness, and a most profound silenci^ for about ten minutes.* 
The time that ela}>scd l)etAvecn our seeing and hearing the explosion Avas two minutes. The 

' by M. E. I’otissielgue, Comptroller of the Expences of the French Army, formerly a merchant at Mcneinea, 
who had been selected by the Directory to corrupt and revolutionise the Knights of Malta : HaVtngmade himsrif ex- 
tremely obnoxious to the Maltese, ]}nona|wrtc advanced him to the lucrative post of Cottptroller. j^nteratpted 
Letters, Earl I. pa.qe 206.) 

K There is a curious fact mentioned, amongst mony others, by Mr. Willyams, in bis Voyalpti'' page 144 , That 
when some French oflicers arrived after tlie Action from their Commander in Chief, ostensibly to offer h* a jupply. 
of vegetables, they declared, Tliat Duonaparle had expressed indignation at our unfair use of CombustihlcI, by 
means of which L’Orient had probably been burnt; as a further proof of whirii, heoiserUid that his ^amphad . 
twice on fire from balls of nnextinguisbablc matter, fired from one of the Eojjlidi gun^boats. Capqda HoUowell' - 
immediately ordered his gunner to bring some up, and to declare whence had 'them: .The JVpIjecI, 
they were found in lc Sportiate, after she was captured. It is now geuetsdly believdd to have hew ftact^nedi, ' 
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firing now began again, and eonlinued, wilhoul inlcrniLssion, unlil throe in tin? morning. 
It then grew very faint until five, when it rccoininenoed with inon* fury than c\er. 

‘ I now look ray stand on a lower called Ahuinundur, about a mile from llosetia, 
whence I had a clear and distinct view of Jlu! whole Kngageinenl. At eight in the inorning, 
August 2d, I perceived a vc-sscl on fire; aljout half an hour after, another, which did not 
appear to me to have been on fire before, suddenly blew uj); its ex|)losiou was as ihvadt'ul 
as that on the j>rcccding evening. 'I’he vessel that was burning removed farllaT from the 
shore, the Haines insensibly diminished, {ind it up]M}are<l to us that the crew had succeeded 
in extinguishing them allogctluT. During this lime the conli'st raged with retloubled fury. 
A large vessel, with all her masts carried awa 3 % got on shore. Several others appeared 
totally dismasted; but the two ^*lcets uerc so intermixed that wc could not distinguish 
whether they were French or English, nor maki; (jUt wliich si<lc had the advantage. The 
fifing continued as warm as ever until two in tlu; afternoon; at which period, two sail of 
the line and two “frigates cut their cabh;s, and made sail to the eastward, with all the 
canvas they could carry. These vessels we chiarly distinguished by their c-olours to Ik* 
French. No otlier vessel stirnxl, and the firing ccsised.’ 

The Frenchmen had little idea of the solemn 'duty in which our brave countrymen were 
then engaged, in consequence of the following Orders which hud been issued by Admiral 
Nelson, as soon as he thought the victory was secured. ‘ Almighty Clod having blessed 
his Majesty’s arms with victory, the Admiral intends returning public thanksgiving for the 
same at two o'clock this day, and he recommends every ship doing the same.' — Thousands 
of the worshippers of the Arabian prophet lined the shores of Egypt; and for ihrci* suc- 
ceeding nights the whole Coast and adjacent Country were illuminated in honour of the 
Victory. 

During the heat of the Battle, and when Nelson had received his severe wound in tin*, 
head from a piece of langridge shot, some circumstances occurred which marked his clia- 

that thfl fire oa board L’Orient was ocrasioned by the wadding falling amongst the oil jars and buckets on her 
poop; as they had Just finished painting her sides and had not taken the paint buckets Ix^low. 

'* Lc OuillaniQe Tell with Admiral Villeneuve’s flag, le Genereuz, and the frigates lu Justice, and la Diane; 
they were for some tine punned by Ci^lain Hood in the Zealous, notwithstanding the state of his ship ; but as 
no other ship was in a oondition to suflport him, he was recalled. 

‘ The clttsucal muse of Bowles, in his Song of the Battle of die Nile, has consecrated that sublime event with 
a devont sense of its grandenr. 

' IVusting in Thee alone we hope to quell 
His furious m1|hi, his purpose fell ; 

Aod.es the Ensigns 6f bis baffl’d Pride 
( O’er Hw Sees ere scatter’d wide, ’ 

tiplie nifajoyons strain, twd cry 
ikif'titrd ^tk glmomly.' 

»• » e ’ i s.'' ’ • “ ' * V * * 
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ractcr and dis]>osi(ion. On l^ing wounded, he had been assisted in going below; where, 
desiring (hat lie niiglil wait until his turn caine, it was some lime before he was discovered 
b^' the surgeon. The pain was inlenso, and Nelson felt convinced that his wound was 
mortul. A large piece of the skin of his forehead which had been cut to the bone, hung 
down over his eye, aiitl not having any sight fi-om the other he was left perfectly blind. 
Mr. JcHcrson assured him, on probing the wound, that there was no immediate danger. 
He would not, however, indulge any hojic; and having desired Mr. Comyn his chaplain 
to convey his dying remembrance to Lady Nelson, he ordei-ed the Minotaur to be hailed, 
that he might thank her brave and gallant Captain, Louis, for coming up so nobly to tlie 
support of the Vanguard : The interview affected all who beheld it. 

Mr. .lefferson having bound up and dressed llu; wound*, requested the Admiral to remain 
quiet in the bread-room ; but nothing (X)uld repress his anxious and enthusiastic disposi- 
tion. lie immediately ordered his Secretary, Mr. Campbell, to attend him in the broad- 
room, that no time might be lost in writing to the Admiralty. This gentleman, who is 
since deatl, had been himself wounded ; and lieholding the blind and suflTering state of tlie 
Admiral, bci'ainc so much affected that he could not write. The chaplain was then sum- 
moned; but the eagerness and impatience of Nelson increasing, he took tlie pen himself, 
and contrived to trace some words which marked at that awful moment his devout sense 
of the success he had then obtained. He was after this left alone: When, suddenly, the 
news of the French Admiral’s ship, L'Orient, being on fire, re-cchoed throughout the decks 
of the Vanguard. Unassisted and unnoticed amidst the general confusion, Nelsonreon- 
trived to find his way up the ladders, and to tlic astonishment of every one appeared again 
on the quarter-deck. He immediately gave orders that his first lieutenant, Galway, should 
be sent in the only boat which the Vanguard had saved, with others from his squadron, 
to the relief of the Enemy. After the dreadful explosion of L'Orient he was persuaded, 
though with some difficulty, to go to bed; but still continuing restless, he got up and 
signed Captain T. M. Hardy’s commission for the Vanguard, as Captain Berry was to go‘ 
home with the <lespatches, and Captain Capcl’s for the Mutinc. 

* It was by an accident,’ wrote “ Admiral Ganteaume to the Minister of Maiine, 

* which 1 cannot yet comprehend, that 1 escaped from the midst of the fiai^ of L'Orient, 
and was taken into a yawl that was lying under the ship's counter. .Not- being ' aMe to 
reach the vessel of General Villencuve, 1 made for Alexandria. '"'At tlie ^i^qining of the 

■ 'J ’ '.‘S- 

® ' '■a I'T ' 

iDtercepted letter*. Part 1. page 823, and ^1. .. i i • 

* It is difficult,’ observed an officer who cominaoded one of our ship*, ob reading this passage, ''-to account 
for Ganteaume’s not finding his way to any of the Admirals: Blanqnet the si^nd in oomuund was in the 4up, 
next ahead of L’Orient; and Villeueure was directly to leeward. Ue mi^t easily ^ave reacl)^ the Jattcr if he' 
had been inclined ; and he was at least three miles and a half from the nearest shere;’ 
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acition, Admiral Brucys, all the sujjerior officers, the first Commissary, and about iwcnly 
Pilots and masters of transports ucre on the poop of L’Orient, employed in servinj; the 
nius({iictry. After the action had lasted about an hour, the Admiral M’as wounded in the 
body, and in the hand; he then came down from the poop, and a short time after was 
killed on the quarter-deck. The English liaving utterly destroyed our Van, suffered their 
ships to drift forward, still ranging .along our line and taking tlaar differiau stations around 
us. One however, which attacked and nearly touched us on tin; starlx)ar<l side, being to- 
tally dismasted, ceased her fire and cut her cable to get out of ri'ach of our guns : but obligcil 
to defend ourselves against two others, who were furiously thundering uiion us on the larboard 
quarter and on the starboard bow, we were again compelled to heave in our cable. The 3(), 
and 24 pounders were still firing.briskly, when some flames accompanic'd with an explo- 
sion appeared on the aft of the ([uarter-deck. We alaady had a boat on fire; but we had 
cut it away. We had also thrown a hammock and some other tilings that were burning 
over board ; but this third time the fire spread so rapidly, and instantaneously amongst the 
fragments of every kind with which the poop was encumbered, that all was soon in 
flames. An order was given to cease firing, that all hands might be at liberty to biing 
water; but such was the ardour of the moment, that in the tumult the 36 pounders still 
continued their fire. The flames in a short time madi; a most alarming jirogrcss, and we 
had but few means in our power of checking them. . . .Lc Franklin, Ic Spartiate, Ic 'I’on- 
nant, le Pcuplo Souverain, and le Comiueranl are taken. Mcrcure, riJmireux, and lc 
Guerrier liave been burnt by the enemy. Iaj Timoleon, incapable of making her escape, 
was fun on shore by Capt^ Trulet, and set on fire. 'Hie two frigates, " I’Anemisc and 
la S6ricu8C were destroyed, without the F.nemy’s being able to save any thing from them ; 
the first was burnt, and the other sunk. Tlic sole relies then of this unfortunate Arma- 
ment arb comprised in the division of frigates, &c. at Alexandria, aiid in lc Guillaume I’ell, 
le Gencreux, la Diane and la Justice. The Admiral, the duels of Division Casa Bianca, 
Thevenard, and du Petit Thouars, arc killed, and six other superior officers.' 

• Such is the general outline of the memorable events which took place on the first, and 
second bf August, 1798; which, to use Admiral Blamptel’s words, * rvill ever Ih? n'lnem- 
bered with the deepest sorrow by those Frenchmen who possess good hearts.’ — Victory, said 

® L’Art<imiie/'Cftptain Estendlet^ stationed on the left of the centre of the French line, a little bi-forc six o’rlook 
in theeveniag of August the Ist, fired a broadside into the Theseus, and then struck her colours ; yet notwithstandiiii; 
this, she was set on fire by her Captain, who with most of his crew escaped: so that alien a boat, from ihe'l’liescus, 
approached poisession, the prise Iburst into flames, and soon afterwards blew up. Her formrr C'a|i(aiii, as 

the chaplahf^ ilie Swiftsuie mentions, when be commanded the Boudouse, and in company with ariotlu'r French 
frigMe, ^tuki^ si British merdiaiitmaiR and took the Captain, his son n lad of twelve years, and the crew out of 
the vesseli and havfng toought them ad board bis own diip, pot them all to death. lie was afterwards appointed 
not only to but sdso tft a Itde ^battle ship. 



Nelson ill one ol* his lellcrs, i.« certainlif not a name strong enough for such a Scene as 1 
have /tassetf: he tlurofore justly styled it u Conquest; in whieh, aeeording to the coinpa- 
raiii force of the Enjrlish, and Fi'ench, tlniwn up hy his order, the latter had' a 'superiority 
of ItU nuns, and of mcu. Of these, after the x'\etion, 5 , 2 ‘ 25 , were killed, drowned, 
burnt, or missing. It should also 1 m) renieiulicn'd, that their squadron was anchored in a 
strong and eoinpaet line of battle, desi-ribing an obtuse angle, defended by every means 
which the ingenuity of the first engineers in Kuro|)e could devise; Hanked with gun-boats, 
mortar vessels, and four largt* frigates, with a battery of guns and mortars at the entrance 
of the bay ; and the whole manned by soldiers and seamen who had undergone no prci ious 
fatigue, and had rtnnained nearly a month at anchor. Yet notwithstanding this vast supe- 
riority, and these advantages, their boasted Armada was nearly destroyed or captim'd; and 
had not Sir Horatio Nelson been so severely wounded, it was generally thought by his 
Captains, that evi'ry ship of the Enemy would have been taken. On board the English 
squadron, 16 oHieers, 1.5(3 seamen, and 46' marines were killed; and 37 officers, 562 seamen, 
and 73 murines were ' wounded. The brave Captain Westcott fell amongst those who on 
this occasion gave their lives for their Country. 1 n addition to the ships that were destroyed 
during the Action, there remained afterwards in our possession, two ships of eighty guns, 
Ic Franklin, and Ic 'I'onnant, seven .Seventy-fours, and la Fortune of eighteen guns. — The 
following thanks, addressed to the Captains, were issued by Sir Horatio Nelson, August 2d, 
oH' tlu; mouth of the Nile. * 'J'hc Admiral most heartily congratulates the Captains, 
Oilicei's, Seamen, and Marines of the Squadron he has the honour to command, on the 
evi'nt of the late Action; and he desires they will accept his most sincere and cordial 
Thanks fur their very gallant behaviour in this glorious Battle. It must strike forcibly 
every British Seaman, how superior their conduct is when in discipline and good order, 
to the riotous behaviour of lawless Fi'cncluncn. The Squadron may be assured the Ad- 
miral will not fail, with his dispatches, to represent their truly meritorious conduct in the 
strongest terms to the Commander in Chief.’ 

On Friday morning, August 3d, the French flag was still observed to be %ing on the 
stump of le 'I'onnant's main-mast. The Admiral inimcdiatcly made the Theseus’ and 
liCander’s signal to attack her. At their approach a flag of truce was hoisted, and on an 
officer’s lieing sent from the I'heseus, the colours were struck. This ship hod been fought 
in a most gallant manner, and was commanded by Captain du Petit Thduard, an officer 
of the French Monarchy, distinguished for his bravery and talents. Such was the close of 
this great and renowned Battle, the beneficial consequences of which were felt throughout 
the civilized world. The well known letter that Sir Horatio Nelson sent to'i^rd St. Vin- 
cent, which had been begun under the immediate impression of approaching death, amidst 

• ’ j 

* See the returns subjoiued'to the Gasette letter, Aj^ieadix. N* t. 
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the dreadful scene of devastation wlucli the surrounding ocean continued for days to display, 
was worthy of his devout “sense of (Jod's over-ruliug providence, which has so constantly 
appeared in his great and cxlraoulinary eharaetcr. 

‘ Almighty God has blessed his Majesty's arms in the laic battle, by a great victory 
over the ll<*,ct of the I'hicniy, Avhoin I attacked at suusta on the first of August, off the 
mouth of the Nile. The I'ine.my were moored in a strong line of battle for defending the 
enlnince of this Jhiy (of shoals), flanked by numerous gun-boats, four frigates, and a bat- 
tery of guns and mortars on an island in their van: but nothing could withstand the s(]ua- 
dron your J^ordship did me the honour to place under my command, 'i'lieir high stale of 
discipline is well known to you, and with tin* judgment of the Captains lf)gelher n ilh their 
valour, and that of the oflicers anti men of every descrijtlion, it was absolutely iiTesisiil)le. 
Could any thing from my pen add to the character of the. Captains, 1 would write it with 
pleasure, but that is im[)ossiblc. 1 have to regret the loss of Captain Wcslcoll of the Majestic 
who was killed early in the action, but the ship was continued to be so well fought by her 
first lieutenant Mr. Cuthherl, that I havt* given him an order to cotninuiul her till your 
LoiMship's pleasure is knOAvn. 'Phe ships of the Knemy, all but their I wo rear ships, arc nearly 
dismasted; and those two, tvith two frigates, I am sorry to say made their escape, nor was 
it T assure you in my power to prevent them. Captain Hood most haudsoiiK'ly <‘ndeavourcd 
to do it, but I had no ship in a condition to support the Zealous, and 1 was obliged to 
call her in. The support and assistance 1 have n:eeived from Captain Jh’iTy, cannot be 
sufficiently expressed. I was wounded in the head, and obliginl to be I'arritMl off the tleek, 
but the service suffered no loss by the event: Captain lierry was fully eepud to the. imjior- 
tant service then going and to him 1 must beg leave to refer for every information 
relative to the victory; he Avill present you with the Hag of the second in eommand, that of 
the Commander in Chief being burnt in I/Oricnt: herewith 1 transmit you lists of tla* killed 
and wounded, and the ^ line of 'bailie of ourselves and the Freneh.' 

. On the same day, August 3, the following most honourable testimony of profi’ssional 
gratitude and esteem, was drawn up on board the Orion, and signed by all the Captains. 
‘ The Captaiiu of the Squadron under the onlers of Rear Admiral Nelson, K. IJ. desirous 
of testifying the high sense they entertain of his prompt decision and intre})id conduct in 


® In this, as well as in many other respects, a resemblance may be traced between the Adiuiinls Itiake, uti<t 
Nelson. Dr. Johnson, in describing the victory of the former over the Dutch, May IS, Iti52, w iien ilu* \ angnard 
also greatly dittinguished herself, adds, ‘ ^lake, in his letter, acknowledged the partieutur bli-ssing and picsertatioa 
of God, and ascribed liis succeA to the justice of the rausc.'— Admiral R«idiiey's utficial letter respecting tlu* vieioiy 
of the ,12tb of April begat) slrlri) the saine (jevout spirit, which appears in tlmt from Sir Honuui Nolaoti. t'omMile 
14, 1782. * It hat pleased dod, out of his divine providence, to grunt to his Majesty’s arms a most 
complete victory oyer the ||cet of the , 

‘ • I**’ ' 
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the attiirk of the French fleet, in Bequiercs Road, off the Nile, August the 1st, 1798, 
recjiicsl his acceptance of a Sword; and as a further proof of their esteem and regard, 
hopt! that he will permit his portmit to Ixj taken, and hung up in the room belonging to 
the Egyptian Club, now established in commemoration of that glorious day.’— In the first 
interview which Nelson had with his ’ early shipmate and friend. Captain Troubridge, 
after the Aetion, he thus eiuleavoured to cheer the mortified spirit of that great and intrejiid 
ofticer: ‘ Let us, my dear Troubridge, rather rejoice that the Ship w'hich got on shore 
was commanded by an officer, whose character is so thoroughly established in the service 
as your own.’ Captain 'J’roubridge gave an account of this disaster which his ship had ex- 
perienced, in a letter to Lord St.^’incent, dated August l6, 1798. ‘ Your Lordship Avill 
have heard by Sir 11. Nelson’s letlci-s and Captain Ik'rny, of the misfortune that liefcl the 
Culloden just as I got within gun-shot of the enemy. As we had no knowledge of the 
place, and the Soundings continuing regular as we stood in, I did not conceive the smallest 
danger; the man at the lead calling out eleven fathom, when she struck. ’I’hc only consola- 
tion 1 have to support me in this cruel case is, that 1 had just time to make the signal to the 
Swiftsure, and Ah'xander, which saved them, or they must inevitably have been lost, as 
they would have been farther on the reef from their hauling considerably within me. Every 
exertion in my power was used to save IL M. Ship; but it was long doubtful whether I 
should be able to keep her afloat after I had got her off; the rudder was gone, and she 
w'as making seven teet water an hour. However, by great labour, on the third day we got 
a new rudder made and hung, and with thrummed, sails reduced the leak considerably. 
Tlie falsi! keel is gone and probably part of the main, as she struck very hard for nine 
hours with a heavy swell. All the gripe I can see is off. ^ I shall use every exertion 
to patch the poor Culloden up again, and I flatter myself I can still fight a good battle in 
her, if opportunity offers. I am now fagging hard at the leak, and die first harbour we 
make I must and will patch the old ship up, and make her last as long as your Lordship 
has the command. Two pumps going 1 shall not mind, we are fully equal to tliat. I 
endeavour, and X believe succeed in making my men believe that the leak is nothing; fur 

they dance every evening as usual Sir floralio will have given your Lordship all the 

particulars of this business in a much superior manner to what I could do. This stroke may 
induce the French to listen to moderate terms of peace. I took a courier of Buonaparte’s 
with all the letters; they every one seem to have been written in a desponding state. ITie 
Captain, Barr^, who commands I’Alccstc, is a son of the late Duke of Orleans by Madame 
Barrd. I have now upwards of twenty officers prisoners on )|>&i'd, not one of whom 
acknowledges a Supreme Being, or seems to have any priucipfe* Robbery and murder 

1 Sec Vol. [. page 13: to which may be added, that the preaent Adfoiral Marray was then a midshipman on 

bunid the same ship. 



are no crimes with tliem. Ilullowell, and myself, took possession of the Island of Bo((iiiercs, 
and brought off from it two 13-1 inch mortars, and four guns.* 

In this Intercepted Correspondence, thccfTccI which our comiuesl had on the Rneiny is 
repeatedly marked and acknowledged, and a decided answer given to the iitigcnoroiis at- 
tempt that was made, by Buonaparte, to throw blame on Admiral Briiyes. ‘ It is nol,’ said 
' Tallien, ‘ in Ute first moments that wc should form a judgment on the causes of a calamify 
so distressing Uj every good Frenchman; on the contrary, wc should anxiously endeavour 
to check that Calumny which neither respects misfortune, nor the ashes of the dead. Wc 
depart to-morrow, (August .5th) for Cairo, and shall be the first to announce this aflilieiing 
news to Buonaparte; who I hope will know how to appivciate his situation, and bear this 
reverse of fortune with firmness.**-! n another letter, written on the same, day to Barms, 
Tallien added, * Consternation has overwhelmed us all. It will shock Buonaparte so much 
the more, as he had not tlm least hh'a of its happening.* 

Amongst the Nelson Papers is a curious document drawn up by Buoiuiparle, and ad- 
dressed to the Directory immediately aAer this Battle, containing his remarks on what hud 
come to pass. It was print'd at Cairo by a jkm’sou who is styh.‘d Imprh/uw tie VAnnee^ 
and begins with a narmlivc of the success which they had obtained ; and then, aAer end(*n- 
vouring to clear himself from all possible blame by insinuating that the French Admiral 
had not obeyed the instructions which had Ik^cii simt from Alexandria, he adds, Si dans ce 
funeste Mnement il a fail desfatdesy U Iesae,rpU'cs par line mart frlorieme. Ih*. then proceeds 
to me,ntion, at the close, the brilliant exploit which our Navy had achieved, and in a manner 
that shews with what dexterity he could employ language to serve his purposes. — ‘ The 
Destinies have wished to prove by this event, us by all others, that if Aiey have assigned 
us a great preponderance on the Continent, they have given the Empire of the Seas to otir 
rivals. But this reverse cannot be attributed to any in^onsiuncy in our Fortune, she has 
not yet abandoned us: so far from it, she has in this respect son'cd us beyond all she had 
•ever performed. When I arrived with the fleet l)efore Alexandria, and was informed 
tli^t the English had passed by in superior force, a few days before; notwithstanding 
the frightful tempest which raged, at the risk of being shipwrecked 1 threw luyscdf on 
shore. I recollect, that at the very instant when they w’crc making prc'paralions for 
disembarking, a signal was thrown out in the offing to windward, of a ship of war. Twas 
tlic frigate la Justice.—! exclaimed. Fortune m’ahaiidonneras-tUf ijiioi? sculemcnt ly jours! 
1 landed.during that day, I marphed Uiroughout the night, 1 attacked Alexandria at day- 
. break with, 3,000 hariused. men, without cannon and almost without cailridges; and in 
. th^.livedays, ! wtaxbi^tetbf Rosetta, of Damenhour, or, in other wonis, was established 
in £gy.iit. On the ll|^ of Jiil/i ti^ news was announced of our entire possession of Egypt, 




f , 
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and our arrival at Cairo; et ce fi’csl que lorsque In Tofiune voU (jne toutes m faveun sont 
iuntih-s, qiidk ahainlonne mtie J'lottv t) son destin.’ .Sigiu^d JluonaparU*, and ccrlilit’d by 
Major (Joneral Alex. Ilcrlhicr. — What a contrast docs this extract atford to the letter of 
Adjuiral Nelson; and how flneibly does it i-eniind us of what Seneca gave as the fourth 
leading fealurt* in the character of a Corsican. Fortune with this man is all in all; and 
in the hour of danger was addrcissed by him as a deity. 

On th('. 5lh of August, as soon as a ship e.onld be made suHicicntly sea-worthy for the 
voyage. Sir 1 loratio Nelson despatched Captain Berry in the Leander, with letters to Lord 
St. Vimrnt; and Captain Hardy of the Mutiue brig snectieded to the connnand of the 
Vanguard. On the fourth the Fleet had been principally employt;d in Hitting out the prices 
for sea. On the 9th the Swiftsurc wont in chaec of a sa‘il in the N. E. and returned the 
next day with the French polaci-c, la Fortune, of 18 guns, and 17 men, which had been 
attached to the French llect. On the lOlh he wrote again to Lord St. Vincent, from the 
Month of the Nih'. ‘ I send Sir James Sauiuarez with the ships and prizes named in the 
margin, the others not lx;ing yet rtjady. Although I kc<?p on, yet I led that J must soon 
leave my situation up the Mediterranean to 'I'roubridgc; than whom we both know no 
person is more ecjual to the task. 1 should have sunk under the fatigue of refitting the 
sipuulron, but for him. Ball, Howl, and Hallowcll: not but that all have done, well, but 
those arc my supporters. My head is ready to split, and I am always so sick: in short, if 
there be no fracture my head is severely shaken. I shall remain oft’ this coast as long as 
circunislances will allow me, and will endeavour to annoy the Enemy to the utmost of my 
power. G(mI bless you.’ 

On the 1:3th of August Sir James Saumarez left the s(]uadron, and on the same day 
the Mulinc, Hon. Captain T. B. Capel, sailed to Naples with a duplicate of the Admiral’s 
tlcspaiches, and with letters to J^ord Spencer, the Hon. H. Dundas, President of the Board 
of Control tor India, and to the Lord Mayor. From Naples Captain Capel proceeded 
overland to England. Sir Horatio, in his letter to the lii-st Lord of the Admiralty, declared* 
that if he. had four bomb vessels, he would in a few hours burn the whole of the French 
store-ships and transports in the port of Alexandria. In the letter to Mr. Dundas, he 
informed him that Lieutenant Duval, who hud very handsomely volunteered his services, 
ha<l been sent by Alexanilrelta, Al('|)po, and Bussorah, to Bombay, with the following 
letter to the Governor; dated off the Mouth of the Nile, August 9, 1798. ‘ Sir: Although 
I hope the Consids who aro, or ought to l)e resident in jl!igyi>t, have sent you an express 
of the situation of affairs here ; yet, as I know Mr. Baldwin has some months left Alexan- 
dria, it is possible you imiy not be regularly informed. I shall therefore relate to you 
briefly, That a French army of 40, (KK) men, in 300 transports, with thirteen sail of the line, 
eleviMi li igalcs, bomb vessels, gun-boats, &c. arrived at Alc.\andria on the 1st of July; on 
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the 7lli llic army lefl il lor Cairo, Avlioif they arrived on die 2Qd. Durinsj dirir march 
they had some aclions M’ilh iho Mamuloiiks, which du' IVeiK h « all ifn'al A’iclories. As I 
liavc Huonaparle’s desimlches now before me, wliieh I took yesterday, 1 speak positively, 
lie says, 1 am la scutl off to tal,r Sact, amt Damit tfa. lie does not write fa\oitral)lv 

of cither country, or peojile; bat there is such boinUisI in his letters that it is didienlt to 
gel, at the. irnlh: you may be sure he is only masli-r of wluil his Army <-(>vers. I’rom all 
the imprirics which 1 have been able to make, J cannot learn that any I’reneh vessels are 
al Suez to cany a part of his army to Jmlia. Jhimbay, if lla-y can gel then*, 1 know is 
die lirst object; but I trust the Almighty (Jod will, in Egypt, overthrow these pests of the 
luinian rai'e. It has been in my power to prevent J2,0<K) na'ii from leaving (Jenoa, and 
also to take (’leven sail of the line, and two frigsites: two sail of the line’, and two frigates 
have escaped me. This glorious Hattie was fought at the Mouth of the Nile at anchor, 
Il iK'gan al sunset, and was not finisln'd at three the next morning: it has been sevc're; but 
God favoured our endeavours with a great victory. 1 am now al anchor between Ah'x- 
andria and Hostgia, to prevent their commimh'alion by water, and nothing under a r(*gi- 
menl <-an pass by land.— Hut 1 should have iiifurmt‘d you, that the French have 4()()i) men 
posted at Jlosetta, to keep o]»en the Aloulh of lla* Nile. Ak'xandria, both town and 
shipping, are distressed for provisions: they can only gel them fitiin the .Vile by water: 
therefore I cannot guess the good which may attend my holding our present position; for 
Buona|>ane writes that he is distressed for slonis, artillery, and things for the hosjiital, &i*. 
All useful conimunication is at an end between Alexandria and Cairo, ^■on may be sun; 
1 shall remain here as long as possible. Jhionaparte had la'ver yet to contend with an 
English OlHcer, and 1 shall endeavour to make him respect us. 

‘ This, Sir, is all I have to communicate. I am conlideut every precaution vv ill be taken 
to prevent, in fulun*, any vessels going to Suez which may be able to carry 'I’roops to 
India. If my letter is not so correct as might be expected, I Inisl your excuse, when I 
fell you, my brain is so shaken with the wound in my head, that J am sensibh* 1 am not 
always as clear as could be wished. Hut whilst a ray of reason remains, my Heart ami 
Hand shall ever be exerted for the benefit of our King, tind Country.’ 

Admiral Sir II. Nelson^ K. B. to the Right llonourabie the T^rd Mtnfor. 

* My Lord: Having the honour of being a Freeman of the City »)f London, I lake the 
liberty of sending to your Lordship the Sword of the commanding Fnaich i\dniiral. Mon- 
sieur Blanquet, who survived after the Baltic of the first olf the Nile; and J r('<|nest that 
Uie City pf London will honour me by the acceptance of it, as a renicmbnmce. That 
Britantdi stUl tuhs the ffaves: which she may ever do, is the fervcjit jvrayei* »•!' y<jur 
Lordship's obedient servant' , 
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Previous lo ihc sailing of the IVIulinc, the Alcmcnc, KineraUl, and Bonne Citoyenne 
had n'joiiKHl the squadron. ()u the 15th Nelson issued his orders lo Caplain 8. Hood of 
the Zealous lo take the Swiilsure, Goliath, Alcmenc, Scaliorse, and Emerald under his com- 
iiKuu), and to cruise oH' Alexandria, or to remain at anchor as he might Judge; most jmipcr: 
in whicli service he vvas to continue until Sept. 30th. — On the same day, August 15lh, in 
u ritiug lo Mr. Secretary Nepean, respecting tlic three Freiudi prixes which had been onhTcd 
to be destroyed, he said, ‘ I received last evening Earl St. V'inccnl’s most secret orders, and 
most secivt and confidential letters, ridativc lo the important operations intended to be pur- 
sued in the Mediterranean. Thus situated, it l>ecume an important part of my duty to do 
justice between my King and Country, and the brave olTiccrs and men who captured the 
ships at the Battle of the Nile. Jt would have taken one month at least to have lilted those 
ships for a passage to Gibraltar; and not only at a great expence to Government, but with 
the loss of the s<*rviees of two sail of the line: 1 thcrefoiv, confiding that the Lords Com- 
missioners would under the present circumstances direct that a fair value should be paid 
for these sliijis, ord<!red them lo be burnt ; after saving such stores out of them, as would 
not lake loo much lime: And 1 have further thought it iny duly, to tell the squadron of 
the necessity I am under, for the benefit of the King’s service, of directing their properly 
lo be destroyed; but that 1 had no doubt Government would make a liberal allowance. 
All which I hope their liordships will approve.’ — On the l6lh I'lleureux, one of the prisics, 
was set on fire; and on the 18th, after le Guerrier, and Mcrc;urc had been burnt. Sir 
Horatio Nelson stood out to sea, accompanied by the Cullodcn, Alexander, and Bonne 
Citoyenne. 

He enclosed the above communication for Mr. Nepean, to Lord St. Vincent with 
a letter dated August 19th,26th: ‘ We have just fallen in, off Cape Celidonia, with Sir 
James and the jirizcs, and I hope they will have a good passage to you. If I could have 
assured myself that Government would have paid a reasonable value for Conqueranl, and 
Sovereign, f would have ordered them to be burnt ; for they will cost more in refitting and 
by the loss of line of battle ships attending them, than they are worth; but the other four 
are a treasure to our Navy. You will see what 1 have written to Mr. Nepean, on ray 
ordering Guerrier, lleureux, and Mcrcure lo Ixj destroyed, and it will I hope meet your 
approbation and support. The case is hard upon poor fellows at a distance, if they 
do not pay us liberally. 1 find by letters from Naples of August 1, that I am in disgrace 
for not finding the f’rench fleet; but such is the chance lo which oflicers’ characters are 
subject. Whether 1 shall lx; able lo stay in the Medilerratican is yet a matter of doubt; 
but if nothing very particular demands my half head, it is my present intention to go to 
you, and for England : this, however, is to be a secret at Naples. J find Vanguard will 
not gel masted there, they say you slopped all their masts at Gibraltar. I had a plan, if 
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I went home, to put Troubridgc into Vanguard willi Culloden’s masts, yards, &c. bui as 
I believe, from more recent examination, the Culloilen must be hove down Iwfori* she 
, Cto be Irustinl out of port, that plan must be laid aside. You may de))('nd on my paying 
pr^r attention to the Spanish business of Minorca, &c. My head is so wrong (hat T 
cani^t -write what I wish in such a manner as to please myself; but 1 have reason to Iki 
..ths^kfUl/ 

'if-' <. I * 

In ajetter to his Excellency the Hon. W. Wyndham at Florence, dated August 21 , 1798 , 
Sir Hprado had said, 'I'hat on account of his indidcrent health and wound, he thought of 
going down the Mediterranean as soon as he arrived at Naples, uidess he should find any 
thing very extraordinary to detain him; and this determination had U'en strongly impressed 
on his mmd by some of his friends, *Avho dreaded the effect which his going into wiiUcr (|uaru;rs 
at Naples, might have on a mind by no means adapted to cope with tlm llaltcry of the Sici- 
lian Court He altm informed Mr. Wyndham, that L’Orient certainly struck Ikt colours 


and had not fired a shot for a quarter of an hour before she took firc. She had on board, 
according to the French Adjutant General of the fleet, six hundred thousand pounds ster- 
ling. — On the 27th of August, when off the Isle of Rhodes, he wrote to his Excellency Mr. 
Jackson, bur Minister at Constantinople, informing him of the vii'tory, unci added, * On 
the 14th t^c French hx>k. possession of tlic Turkish Admirals ship at Alexandria, hauled 
down her .ebtburs e^d hoisted French ones, and seiml ujion all the Turkish properly on 
snore. The Frem^ are in possession of Alexandria, Aboukir, Rosetta and Duinii'tta on 
the coast, and of Grand Cairo; but -all communication is cut oil’ lielwcen their army and 
their transports at Alexandria by sea, by an English squadron of three ships of the line, 
four frigates, and la Fortune corvette, which I have left cruising there; and by land by the 
Bedouins: so that, if the Grand Seignior will but send a few ships of tlie line*, and some 
bombs, he may destroy all their transports in Alexandria; and an army of ten thousand 


men may. retake Alexandria immediately, as the French have only four thousand men in 
it, imd^tb^r whole army is very sickly. 1 have been informed that the French have 
two hundred Turks 4t Alexandria for rejoicing at our victory, and that 
. General Buonaparte only wants a communication open by sc>a, to march into Syria, that 
up, tnhspdrts with stores, &c. for t|ie army may go along with him.' 

.SIr.Horalio enclosed tins lettm* to Lord St. Vincent on the 1st of Septi'iniMT, when off 
Oanch^ and added, * If the Grand Seignior will but trof an army into Syria, Buonapuiic's 
cai^ tti^nished.. As for Napti^, sho is sa-ved in spite of herself: they have evidently 
i)ip]^|t^^r'^|aty iridi France^. .and. yet' are afraid to assist in finishing the vast Arma- 
ment ol'^e. j^^ch. foqr bomb vessels, would set all in a blase, and we 

»>«» dreadfiilly, bul wo have not a siak 
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miin in the three ships with me. As to myself, I know t ought to give up for a little while: 
my head is splitting at this moment, but of this hereafter; you will give me credit for serving 
us long as 1 can. My friend Ball is the |H)Iile man to entertain the captive'Adiniral and 
the first Captain of the fleet Avho was saved out of L’Orient: the Admind being wounded, 
I shall let him go, on his parole, at Naples, and all the rest who are in bur ships. Captain 
roolo fortunately took the despatches away from the officer, who had them; and told him 
he should seek me where he had seen the French fleet.' 

The first congratulatory communication which Sir Horatio Nelson received, was from 
the 0 rand Seignior, dated August 24, 1798; the following translation of wliich was certified 
by Mr. J . S. Smith, who had succeeded Mr. Jackson at tlie Ottoman Porte. * Certain intel- 
ligence being arrived, (August 23d,) from Ithodes, of the'English stpiadron in the Mediter- 
ranean having directed its course to the Egyptian coast, and of its having attacked the 
French fleet which was riding at anchor before £& 0 M^/(or, on the farther side of Alexandria, 
where it burnt the Admiral’s ship L’Orient, sunk several others, and was occupied in 
destroying the rest; this joyful advice has nut failed giving Uic Sublime Porte the highest 
satisfaction. In expressing thus her complete approbation and pleasure at the Fiiiglish 
Commander’s brave and gallant behaviour on this occasion, the Sublime Porte entertains 
hopes that the English squadron once united witli the Ottoman fleet, many desirable ad- 
vantages might be reaped from their junction; and that such future measures would be 
adopted and pursued, as should doubly lead to increase the ancient good intelligence and 
amity, subsisting between the Sublime Porte, and the Court of Great Britain. The esteemed 
English Minister, our friend, is therefore requested in the name of the Sublime Porte to 
signify the same, both to his Court, and to the English Commander before named.' 

On receiving an official confirmation of this decisive Victory, August 39, the following 
communication from the Grand Seignior was made to Mr. Smith, Sept, the 8th. ‘ It is but 
lately, that by a written communication it has been made known, how much the Sublime 
Forte rejoiced at the first advice received of the English squadron in the W)iitc Sea having 
defeated the French oif Alexandria in Egypt. By recent accounts Compirefaending a spe- 
cific detail of the Action, it appears now more positive, that his Britannic Majestys fleet 
has actually destroyed by that Action the best ships the P'rcnch had in their potsesripn. 
Tliis joyful event, therefore, laying this Empire under an obligatiott, and jhe ifllfcVfee. ren- 
dered by our much esteemed friend Admiral Nelson on this. ix^ibn> to 

call for public acknowledgment, his Imperial MajestytthjiPowei^h^mlqhwt^t^dMcM 
Magnificent Grand Seignior has destined as a present in his Iniperii^ Name to the said 
Admiral, a Diamond Aigrett€f (Chelengk), and a Sable I^tfr With brpad 
2000 zequins, to be distributed amongst the wounded of his ore.w. thO 
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INJinislcr is constanlly ^{calous to contribute by his ciuleavouis, to tin* iiicicase ol' fViciulsIiip 
l)etwccn the two Courts, it is hoped he will not Tail to make known (his circunislanco lo 
his Court, and to solicit the permission of the Powerful and Most Aujrusl Kiii" of I ji, inland, 
for the said Admiral to put on and wear tlu! said Aigrette and Pelice,.’— It was on this 
occasion, that Mr. Smith su^sted lo the Minister of the (irand Seignior the propriely of 
establisliing an Order, to be styled The Order of the Crescent; and of making Sir Horatio 
Nelson the first Knight Companion of it: and also to have medals of the Order struck, to 
be given and worn by subordinate oflleers: l)oth of which werc immediately done by the 
Ottoman Porte. 

'J’he Grand Seignior had also, on the 1.1th of August, sent a despatch to the Kmperor 
of Morocco, informing him of the irreligious and rebellious System which the French had 
openly promulgiited, and of their intended attack on Mecca, Medina, and .Icrusahan; 
requesting the Emperor to employ eviTy means in his power to intercept supplies coming 
lo the French invaders of Egypt. Ilis Imperial Majesty had also, on the 1st of September, 
published the Ibllowing ' Hattissheriffy addressed to the Caimakam Pasha. 

* To you Caimakam Pasha these arc directed. Ever since the Grand N'izicr, Izxed Me- 
hemened Pasha came to that office, constant instructions were given him, lo attend to (In', 
defence of the Ottoman Dominions, and not to be oil' his guard against tin' plots of 
enemies. He, irom selfish motives, has attended to nothing but his own interest: So that 
being ignorant of tlie ill <lesigns of those swinish Infidels the French, from not procuring 
proper intelligence, he knew nothing of them himself, and he did not apprise the inhabi- 
tants of Egypt Uiereof in good lime. 

* When die unhappy tidings came to our Imperial ear, a month after that insutfernble 
event had come to pass, we call God to witness, our concern and grief wt'ic such as to 
produce tears, and to deprive us of sleep and rest. We have thorefow; iminediatcly deposed 
him from the office of Grand Vizier, and have appointed in his place Yousouf Pasha, 
povernor of Erzerum ; until whose arrival at our Sublime Porte, we appoint tind numt' 
you to.be Caimakani, Now, it being incumbent upon all the true Ix'iievers to combat 
those Infidels, the French, and as it is become a positive duty for our Jm]M!rial Person to 
deliver those blessed habitations fiDtn their accursed hands, and to revengt; the insult, and 
injury, wh^ they have ofiered to Mussulmans ; no delay whatever is lo take {)lacc for the 
arrival of die Grand Vizier; but the most vigorous measures must be pursued, to attack 
them by sib and land. 

, * 

, i' * , 

ftiitabfb s^oit the system of perfidy, and treachciy, which the Frcnrh had ptiraucd against 
Sept. lO, 1798, and sent to the Eugli^ Minister. 
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' Wliercforo, by a deliberation with the illustrious Vkmast the lifioisteils, and with the 
military departments, our subjects; you must, with full confidence in God, and in the 
Vropliut, fix upon the efiectual means, for delireiiAg the province' of from such 
accursed wretches. You will acquaint all tnie helievers in the respective quavers, that 
we are at war with the French; and, turning night into day, you will make the utmost 

■; I • * ’ • , * N. If , 

efibrts to take revenge on them. . ..We shall witness your exerti^; and may the Omni- 


potent God ordain his divine favour to attend our ineasures, qs succ(^ful in 

taking revenge of the Enemy.' . ‘v 

Sir Horatio Nelmt K. B. to Lord Spenutt dated'Vanguafdt Sept. ^tht 1798 . 

* My Lord: On the 1.5th of August, I received St. Vincent’s most secret ’ cadets, 
and letters; and as not a moment was to be lost, I determined to destroy the three prizes, 
Guerrier, Henreux. and Mcrcure, which had not sailed with Sir James Saumarez, and 
they were set on fire on the 18th. 1 rest assured ihkt dicy will be paid for, and have held 
out that assurance to the squadron. For if ah Adi(hira1,'aftdir a victory, is' only to look 
after the captured ships, and not to the distressing Of the enemy, very dearly inde^ must 
the nation pay for the prizes. I trust that 60,d00/. will be darned a Very moderate sum 
for them; and 1 am bold to say, when the services, time, and men, with the expcnce of 
fitting those three ships for a voyage' to England are considered, that Goveri^mit will save 
nearly as much as they are valued a4. I rejoice, in the present instance, th^ a j^rUcuIar 
regard for my own interest cannot supposed to actuate me; for if the moderata value 
of fiO^OOO/. is paid, my share can only be 625/.; while, if it is hot paid, I have defrauded 
the Commander in Chief and the other classes of the sums set o^ against them: .viz. Com^ 
mandcr in Chief 3750/. Junior Admirals ehch 625/. Capons each 1000/. Lieutenants’ 
class each 75/. WaiiVant officers each 50/. Petty ofSejers'^h if/. Seamen and Marines 
cach2/.4s. U '• ' ’ '' 

'* Your Lordship will do me the justic^ to say,’ Chat paying fW priites would jn. many 
instances (and it is not a new idea of mine) bp «i ainaaing, saying to the State, t^ithoat . 
taking into diildnlation what the Kation Joses atl^(^*,of 
of the captom i an attention absohiudy heem^fy/iu h recmii^nqe for tlie exertions of /. 
officers and men. An Admiral uiiay be amply rewarded^by His ohm 
approbation of bis’superiors; but what reward 
value of the prizes? If an Admiral takes (hat frofh themri^' ‘ 


inert, an?.,_ 


•I' ■«. - 


'V'. 


' Respecting 
of Sir HoroUq, j^friioa^ with f.fwrt of.his 


iroMilMlihr ’ 



oxprcl to be well supported. IIowevi;r I icusi, as in all oilier iiislancos, if to servo iho 
Stale any persons or Iiodies of men suffer loss, it will be amply made u]) to them; and in 
this respect I rest confident niy brave Associates wilt not be disappointed.’ 

• On the 26lh of August, Captain Hood informed Sir Horatio, that CapUiin Hallowell 
had seiiicd a polacrc ship under Greek colours with a French jiass, going from the old to 
the new port of Alexandria, which he had burnt; and that Captain Hope, of the Alcmcnc, 
had captured the I^gcr express-boat with despatches from General Iluonaparii?, which 
wcKi sated as they were sinking, owing l<i the alertness of two seamen at the hazard of 
their lives. When a Fnmeh officer came olF from Alexandria recjuesting that all private 
letters might be sent on shore. Captain Hood had given them, instead, a copy of the Decree, 
of the Kxeeutive Directory, ordering {ill lettei-s found on Imurd Knemy’s ships to be for- 
warded to them. Owing to the exertion and attention of (Japtiiin I’oley, all cominunica- 
tiou by water had been prevented betwei'ii Jlosiitta, and Alexandria. Captain Hood also 
mentioned the. arrival of four Portuguese sail of tlic line, under Rear Admiral the Alanpiis 
dc Nizu, in search of Admiral Nelson; but that on hearing he was gone to Naples, they 
had mtidc sail tiiithcr. The gallantry of Lieutenant de Busk of the Goliath, in cutting out 
theTorrida armed ketch under the forts of Bc(|uicres, was also commended. — Jn his private 
letter of the same dale, Captain Hood added, * The Lieutenant Colonel, to whom Foley is 
to give a passage, says, That one division of the Army is encamped and throwing up works 
about twenty-five leagues from Cairo, in the Desert towards Syria; and he thinks Buona- 
piirtc expects to be attacked that way, as the Mamclouks did not engage' the Fivnch u ith 
more than 2,00() men in the great BattlCf tin', remainder being on the opposite side of the 
Nile, to the numljer of 4, or 5,000. He is of opinion, that if they had attacked together, the 
French Army could not have withstood them, for they rode even to the. mouths of their ficltl- 
pieces. I shall be happy to hear that you may soon have a good sight of (Jld Fiiiglmid.’ 

Captain Cape! on his ariivul in the Mutine at Naples immediately wrote to the Admiral. 

* I am totally unable, Sir, to express the joy that appeared in every countenance, ;md the 
Bursts of applause and acclamations we recreived. I’lic Queen, and liUdy Hsunilton 
famted: in short. Sir, tWiy dl luiil. you as the saviour of Kurope. A courier sets off to- 
morrow for Vienna, and I sh^ll accompany him. — On the 28th of August, in latitude 3T 
45' longitude l6" 50', 1 fell in wiUi two line of battle ships, one under thrc'c jury top-iuust.s, 
the second had a jury mizen-toprmast, Iiaving the other siiip in tow. 1 passed so close, 21 s 
to make ffieir hulls out distinctly. I alsq shewed them French colours, which tiny 
answered by the same; and' t have not the smallest doubt from those circuinsiiinci s, and 
. the perfect leopllection I have of psiiUauine Tell, and le Gcneretix, that it was those 
(|hips; they were steering to the N* B..||^tenily for Corfu. Tiic two frigates had parted, 

. the ^tid wiu the'^,|igainstljie|n> Hoete will be mady to sail again in a few days.’ 

■;/, ..von. 
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I'liis letter was soon ff)llowed by one from his friend Sir W. Hamilton. * It is impos- 
sible, niy dear Sir Horatio/ wrote the fonnor, ‘ for words to express in any degree the joy 
whieh the glorious and complete victory you gained over the boosted French fleet, at 
the .Mouth of the Nile, on the first of August, occasioned at this Court and in this city 
A l)allle, I believe, of the greatest importance that was ever fought, and the expected good 
con.s('(iuences of which are incalculable. History, either ancient or modern, does not 
record an action that docs more honour to the heroes that gained the victory. You have 
now' completely made yourself, my dear Nelson, immortal. God be praised, and may 
you live long to enjoy the swet'l satisfaction of having added such glory to our Country. 
This kingdom feels its immediate g(M)d effects; and their Sicilian Majesties, their Ministry, 
and the nation at large arc truly sensible of it, and loudly acknowledge eternal obligation 
to your undaunted courage, and steady perseverance. You may well conceive how happy 
F.inma and I are, in the reflection that it is Nelson, our bosom friend, who has done 
such wonderous good in having huntbled these proud robbers and vain boasters. Look 
in the Malta Gazette enclosed, and read if you can without lailglung the following words: 
Un(' senle Nation— je me trompe^ un seul Goux^ernement est encore VEnneint db la tyoiuXt ct 
h vofre. Le Cabinet dc Lomires conspire coiitre lapaix^ et VhumanHi: mais teposei vws ttir 
ks Guerrkrs Franfois du ioin de le monettre, dc punir^ it abaisser Vorgueil de L'Angktcrre. 
Elk apprendra bientot qiie. la Victoire est jidek am Franptis, sur ks deux ekmenSk En vain 
ses vaisseaux fafigueront de lew poiik ks mers qui iious entourenf. Ses sbldats rtoserout toucher 
k sol de xH)tre Jsle^ ou s’ils paroimnt Us p trouveront comme a Ostende, le deshonneur, ou la 
mart. 

‘ CaptJiin Capel’s arrival at Vienna with your glorious new's, will I hope dctftl^ne that, 
wavering Government to take a firm and dticided part. Tlic King of Naples has raised 
.50,000 men more, and has 30,000 ready in tolerable discipline. ITtey mUst learn of you. 
You did not wait for daylight to attack the French fleet on the first of August, nor for the 
arrival of your four ships from Alexandria; nor did the Culloden’s being on shore prevent 
your falling on the Enemy directly, like a hawk on its prey. Tlial is the way to do busi- 
ness: Audendo, agendoque, res puhlica crescit, von iis eonsilus quit timidi eputa appeUant. 
How proud am 1 of feeling myself an Englishman at this moment: Cfir^t Britain alone 
has truly faced the enemy in sujiport of the go(Kl cause, and Sir Horatio Ndstm is thO. 
greatest hero of that Great Britain. Adieu iny dear and brave, Friend/ ^ 

There was also another letter, which bespoke the mind of the''jgp|^ apd illustrious 
Theresa, written by the Queen of Naples to the Marquis de Ciro^.^' the Nej^olkan 
Ambassador at the Court of London, on first hearing of Admiral N^Jithn's suw^ * I 
address you/ said her Majesty, ‘ with the greatest joy. The’ fchive dnd'gaflant 4riibiral 
Nelson has gained a most complete victory. I wish I. could give wiiigs to the bearar 
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of tills nefra, and at the same time to our most sincere grntiliule. Hit* whole of the 
seacoast of Italy is saved, and this is alone owing to the generous English. Tliis liiilih*, 
or, to speak more conxrctly, this total defeat of the Hegicidc Squadron, was obtained by the 
valour and courage of this brave Admiral, seconded by a Navy which is the terror of its 
enemies. The victory is so complelc, that 1 can still scarcely lieliovi* it, and if it were not 
the English nation which is accustomed to perform prodigies by sea, I could not jicrsuado 
myself it had happened. It has produced a general enthusiasm. You would have been 
moved at seeing all my children, boys and girls, hanging on my neck, and i rying for joy at 
the happy news that has been douliled by the critical nioinenl in which it arrived. Eear, 
avarice, and the malicious intrigues of the republicans had made all the money disap|M*ar, 
and there was no one who had courage to propose a plan to rc'storc its circulation; and 
this want of money produced mifch discontent. We have lH*cn struggling, owing to the 
republicans, with.^ those troubles whit^h allliet la belle Italic: many who ilioughi things 
desperate, began to lay aside the mask. The brsive Nelson is wounded, Ik* had the mo- 
desty not to mention it. Recommend the hero to Iiis Master, he has tilled the whole of 
Italy with admiration of the English nation, (ireat hopes were entertained of some 
advantages being gained by liis bravery, but none could Halter themsebes with such 
destruction: Tout le monde est ivt'e de yoic.'— -Sir Horatio, in a letter to Ltidy Nelson, dated 
at sea. Sept. 16, 1798, described more fully ibis exultation of the Queen of* Naples. * The 
kingdom of the two Sicilies is mad with joy ; from the Throne to the peasant all an: alike.' 
According to Lady Hamilton’s letter, the situation of llie Queen was truly pitiable: I only 
hope 1 shall not have to be witness to a renewal of it. I give you Lady llumiltoii’s own 
words. * How shall I describe the transports of the Queen ? ’tis not possible : she cried , kissed 
her husband, her children, walked frantic about the room, cried, kissed and embraced every 
person near her; exclaiming, 0 brave Nebotil 0 God bless and protect our brave deliverer I 
0 Nelson, Nelson, vhai domwat owe you I 0 Victor, Saviour of Italy t 0 that my swoln heart 
anUd now tell him pmonally what we owe to him!' You may judge, Fanny, of the rest: 
but my head will not allow me $p tell you half; so much for that. My fag, u'ithout success, 
would, have had jdo effect, but blessed be God for his goodness to me.’ 

! , A I^elson^ was soon aflerwards brought to Naples by 

the Terpsichore, .^'^ptaiiii-- Gage, who had been sent with the intelligence fi-oui off 
Candia by Captain .:l^:xon. of the Lion. Sir William Hamilton, in sending the Ad- 
miral woi^ of lidded, ^Ut on the 9tb of September two Maltese speronara boats 

that the inhabitants of that Island, on hear- 
i.Egypit, bad risen, and massacred many of the 
retired iuto Valette, whilst the Tnsurgeiils had 
is^d^the Neapolitan Hag with that of St. John; 


ipf^adon 
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bul Ijcintf in want of arms and nnnnunition, they had sent to request Uiem at Syracuse, 
tlio Govt'niur of which had dispatt'hrd their spcroiiaras to Naples. They also added, that 
le (iuillaunic Tell, and (he (wo Krench frigates had got into Malta.—* A pleasant apart- 
n>en(,’ wro(e Sir William, ‘ is ready for you in iny house, and Kmnia is looking out for 
(he softest pillows to repose (he few wearied limbs you hav<; left: eoine here for (lod’s 
sake, my dear Friend, as soon as tlic service will permit you. Orders are given to-supply 
(he King’s fleet with all sorts of stores, and provisions. ’J’iiink of their waiting here I'or 
news from Vienna, bi'fbrc they give essential assistance to the Mahese to recover their 
Island, which his Sicilian Majesty claims as his properly.’ 

Notwithstanding all these congratidations and professions, tlic mind of this great 
oflicer, yet untainted by the intrigues of an Italian Coiirl, secretly dreaded to refit his 
ships at Naples. Na((\rally averse from the character Of fbivigncrs, and possessing some 
idea of the dangt'r of the torn^nl of adulation and distinction, which wiis a'ady to burst 
upon him, Nelson remembered that as a man, his mind possessiMl the Aveakness common to 
all: he therefore earnestly Avished, yet Avithout possessing resolution to execute it, to avoid 
any inlen'ourse Avilh Naples: and this Avill be suflieicntly <*vident from his letters. In Avrit- 
ing to JiOrd St. Vincent on the 20lh of Seplcinljer, 179ft. he said, * I detest this voyage to 
Naples ; notiiiiig but absolnle necessity could force me to the measure'. Syracuse in ftilurc, 
Avliilsl my oix'ralions lie on the eastern side of Sicily, is my port, where every rcfmshmenl 
may be hatl for a fleet. I have sent Mr. Litlledalc to [wepare matters at Naples. On the 
day Iloste left me, I was taken Avilh a fcAcr, which has very nelir done my business: for 
eighteen hours my life was thought to be past hope; I am noAV up, but very weak both in 
body and mind, from my cough and this fever. I never expect, ray dear I.ord, to sec your 
face again; it may please God, that this Avill be the finish to that fever of anxiety which I 
have A'udured from llic middle of June; but be that as it pleases his goodness, I am nv 
signed to his Avill. 

* Dear 'rroubridge and Ball are gone on to Naples, and I hope are there. Murray 
must l)u also arrived Avilh the stores, &e. Jackson shall fit us out, and your arrangcmenls-, 
my dear Lord, shall hi', and ever arc as punctually atUnided to by me, as if you were pre- 
sent : for T hold it to Ijc the highest contempt, to alter the mode of discipline and T^;ulations 
ustablislied by the Commander in Chief. My first order Avas, to pay the strictest attention 
to all the orders and regulations of the Commander in Chief; and I can truly say, that 1 
have endeavoured to supjwrl yonr orders AA'ith all my might. We shall do vciy well whilst 
you stay i^eloAv, but if you should go home 1 shall be unfit for this command where I want 
so many indulgences.’ 

Tin? long expected arrival of the Vanguanl at Naples, and the extraordinary manner in 
which the hero of Aboukir Avas received, are thus described by hhusclf in a letter to Lady 
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Nelson. ‘ The poor wrclched Vanguard arrived here on the 22d of September. 1 mnsL 
endeavour to convey to you something of what passed; bnl if it were so atfecling to those 
only who were united to me by bonds of friendshii>, what must it be lo my dearest wife, 
my friend, iny every thing which is most dear lo nn* in this world? — Sir Willinin and J^ady 
Hami^lpin came out to sc^a, atUaided by numerous boats, with embii'iiis. See. They, my 
most respectable friends, had I'cally been lai<l uj^ and seriously ill; first lioin anxiety, and 
then from joy. It was imprudently told Lady llaniilton in a moment, and the eft'ecl was 
like a shut; she fill apparently dead, and is not yet perfe<’lly recovc'red irom severe bruises. 
Alongside came my honoured friends, the scene in llu; boat was terribly afi’celing: uj) flew 
her Ladyship, and exclaiming, * O (lod, is it possibhd’ she fell into my arm more dead 
than alive. 'J’cars, however, soorf set matters to rights; when alongside came tin? King. 
The scene was in its way as interesting; he took me by the hand, c'alling me his tieliverer 
and preserver, with every other expression of kindness. In short all Naples calls me 
Nostro Liberatore; iiiy greeting from the lower classes was tnily aHl'Cling. 1 hope some 
day lo have the pleasure of introducing you to Jiudy Hamilton, she is one of the very 
best women in this world; she is an honour to her sox. Her kindness w-ilh Sir William's lo 
me, is more than I can express: F am in their house, and 1 may now tell you, it required 
all the kindness of my friends lo set me up. J.ady Hamilton intends writing to you. May 
God Almighty bless you, and give us, in due lime, a hap|>y meeting.’ 

Fn a public letter to Lord St. Vincent, dated Sept. 27, 179B, he added, ‘ 1 find it my 
duty to mention to your l^wdshi]), that when the Vanguard came in sight of N a]>les, sevcrid 
leagues off, the King came on lx>ard; and taking me by the han*d thanked me for my 
conduct. No words of mine could do justice lo his Majesty’s expressions of regjird and 
gratitude to our King, Country, and myself: they were such as did honour lo and evi- 
dently came from the royal heart, liis' Majt'sty staid on board nciir three hours, going 
all over the ship and examining every thing; for he prides himself on being a St'auian. 
What precious moments the Courts of Naples and Vienna are losing; three months w'ould 
liberate Italy, but this Court is so enervated that the happy moment will be lost. Kven 
Malta, which is offered by deputation to liis Sicilian Majesty, and his colours hoisted on 
the forts, the ministry will not step forth about; but hope tliat T shall be able to take 
the Island for them; from which place, incredible as it may appear, they have no news 
since September tlie 5th. I have heard nothing of the Portuguese srpiailron : 1 do not 
find any person here very anxious for their return lo Naples; The AFarquis fired a shot 
from his morning-gun into the town; which I wonder at, when your liordship's ali('nlion 
in tlie ports of her faithful Majesty is considered. 1 fire no w'ateh-gun.’ — In his private 
letter of the same date, to Lord St. Vincent, Nelson delivered the following libiwal les^ 
timony, which he constantly, repeated, to the merit of his friend Captain 'IVoubridge. 
voii, II. an* 
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‘ DearTroubridgo, M’liom wc went to visit yesterday, is better than I expected; the active 
busiiu'ss, und the scolding he is obliged to he continually at, docs him good. 1 am not sur- 
prisc<l that you wish him near you ; but I trust you will not take him from me. I well know 
he is iny superior; and I so otlen want his advice and assistance. A deputy was here this 
laornifig from Ccplialonia; but the thing is so in embryo, that I can say no more't bj|ij |ji t hat it 
is probable; when I get the ships, a squadron shall try what can be done. May Odd bless 
you, my dear Lord. Nothing shall again induce me to send the squadron to Naples, 
whilst our operations lie on the eastern side of Sicily, wc should be ruined >vilh affection 
and kindness. Sept. 28. Wc all dined with General Acton yi^ilerday ; and he told me that 
this Country w'as determined to declare, and not wait for the Emperor; that they well knew 
the plan of the French against them. After dinner the Queen sent for her son Leopold, to 
bring me a letter; the youngster acquitted himself witli elegance and affection: I send a 
copy of her Majesty's letter. I have been in form to Court to pay my resjicets to the 
King, and am just desired by him to dine on Imrd Caraccioli’s ship at anchor in the Bay. 
I wish it could have l)ccn on shore, but until the war that is not possible. A new French 
Minister le Combe St. Michel arrives to day; 1 hope he will make an impertinent 'speech, 
and be instantly turned off. Sept. SQth: Tlie weather is still dreadfully bad, we can hold 
no communication wdth the ships: 1 well knew how sad Naples Bay is for ships to refit in. 
This lx:ing my birthday. Lady Ilamiltoa ^ves a fete. The King has directed the Court 
mourning to cease for thc^day ; but none of my brave companions can join the festive scene. 
I am better, certainly; but truly stsmd some chance of being killed with kindness.' 

To Lady Nelsorty dated Sept. 28, 1798. 

* The preparations of Lady Hamilton for celebrating my birthday to-morrow are enough 
to fill me with vanity ; every ribbon, every button, has Nelson, &c. The whole service is 
marked 11. N. Glorious Ist of August ! — Songs and sonnetti are numerous beyond what 
I ever could deserve. 1 send the additional * verse to God Save the King, as I know you 

• 

^ The Admiral could not have spoken more correctly of this Speech^ had he heard it. It began in the following 
manner: ‘ In vain may the political horizon be covered with new clouds. The French Republic, powerful in its 
resources, and strong in Us loyalty, will always refuse to give credit, even notwithstanding actual evidence, to lill 
hostile projects that should not be announced as such. As prompt to resume a warlike position, as It if disposed tO 

preserve a pacific and amicable attitude The French Nation, equally resplv^ not to suffer, nor to inspose any 

restraint, will be ever eager to form those salutary ties, the beneficial effect of whipb is to unite the interests of «i) 

States.* ' 

« Said to have been written by a Mr. Davenport- . * 

^ Join we in great Nelson’s name^ 

First on the rolls of Fame 
Him let us sing. 

Spread wc his fame around. 

Honour of British ground, . ,, ' 

Who made Nile’s shores resound; 

God save the King.’ 





will sing it Avith pleasure. I cannot move on foot, or in a carriage, for llic kindness of the 
populace; but good Lady H. preserves all the papers as llie highest treat for you. 'J’hc 
Queen yesterday being still ill, sent her favourite son to visit and bring me a letter from 
her of gratitude and thanks.— Miserable accounts of le Guillaume Tell. J trust God 
Almighty Avill yet put her into the hands of our King. Ilis all [jowcrful hand has gone 
Avith us to the battle, protected us, and still continues destroying the Unbelievers: All 
glory be to God. I’he more I think, the more I hear, the greater is my astonishment at 
the extent and good consequences of our victory.' 

Her Majesty the Queen of Jfiaplcs to Admiral Sir Horatio Nchon. 

‘ lliis letter Avill be, delivered to you by a Child, who is very dear to me. I envy him 
the plea.sure which he will have of seeing you, and am much distressiul that my indisposition 
prevents me from expressing all my esteem and gratitude. This Child must serA'e m the 
Navy; I hope he Avill follow your steps, and that he will lx; able one day to acciuire, at 
least, a part of your glory. My dear Leopold has declared Jiis regret, and like a child of 
his tender age with tears, that he had never l)efore known so brave a man. In order to 
gratify his ardent desire I have sent him to you, when he aviH declan; hoAv anxious f am 
to be sufficiently recovered to assure you of my gratitude, deeply engraven on my heart, 
and which I shall always presert'e for a man, so illustrious. Croyez que ma reconnoimnte 
estime pour vous, mon vakreux et gbrieux OeneraU m’accompagnera au tomheau. Signh 

CUARLOTTC.’ 

The praise of a Queen, thus communicated by her son who Avas intended to emulate 
the career of Nelson in the Koy^l Navy, could not fail of making a lasting impression 
on tills loyal and gallant wmrior; but his mind still revolted at the general character 
and politics of the Neapolitans, which it required some potent spells to overcome. In 
writing on the 3Qth of September to Lord St Vincent, he tfius gave vent to his then 
linsubdued fedings: * I tiurt, my Lord, in a iveek we shall all lx; at sea. I am very 
fltawell, and the miserable conduct of this Court is not likely to cool my irritable temper, 
a Country of fidgets and pods, 'wln^, and scoundrels.' 


Owing to.the capture of the.Leapder by le Genereux, on tlie 18th of August, near the 
idsmd of (^dia, after a gallant and amidst unprecedented defence by Capi. T. B. *Thom])- 
acat, ifdrto a considerable jNefo|>a any official account of the Battle of the Nile reached 
Load St., Vincept. Ttie ffijOkm^^'u-the letter of cbngratulation which he then returned. 
* My dear .^dddi^: .C^ and* you iemd your gallant band rcAvardcd by a 
gr^efid (^ntr^tj^f^l^gp^^l^ldifik^ment the history of the world can produce. I 
* the daptain Westcott, and the number of brave officers and 


most 
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men who have fullen on tliis signal occasion. Notwithstanding all that has been said 
against nn' tor a]>|)oiuling you to command the dctaclu'd s(]uadron, the event has proved 
that iny judgment was correct. At this distance, I can give you no directions as to pro- 
spective events, in truth you want none and will do much better by following your own 
impulse. I think you had better keep the Alexander, if you can get her masted; for it is 
uj)on the cards, that tlu; Fn'iich will send the squadron they have ready at Brest to the 
j\Iedilcrranean, wlien Loril Bridport is driven up channel, or off his station by autumnal 
gales. Caj)tain Ilostc will return to you Captain of the Mutine, the moment he has 
victualled and stored her at (jibmltar. llemcmbcr me kindly to Troubridge, and all your 
heroes.’ 

Caplain Cuihk'rt CoUrngwood, from off Cadi^, to Admiral }]elson. 

‘ I cannot, my dear Friend, express how great my joy is for the complete and glorious 
victory you have obtained over the French; the most decisive, and in its (‘onsequences, 
[)erhups, the most important to liluropc that was ever won; and my heart overdows with 
thankfulness lo the Divine Providence for his protection of you through the great dangers 
which arc ever attendant on services of such eminence. So total an overthrow of their 
Fleet, and the eonsccjmml deplorable situation of the. Army they hav(! in Africa, I hope 
will t('ach those tyrants in the Directory a lesson of humility, and dispose them to peace 
and lo justice; that they may restore lo those States they have mined all that can be saved 
oitl of the wreck of a subverted government, and plundered people. I lament most sin- 
cerely the death of Captain Wcslcotl, a gqod officer and a worthy man: but if it were a 
part of our condition to chusc a day lo die on, where could we have found one so memo- 
rable, so eminently distinguished, amongst great days? I have been here, miserable enough, 
all the summer; l)ul I hope lo go lo England very soon. The Barfleur, Northumberland 
and some other ships, are expected to relieve the old ones. 

‘ Say to Lady Nelson when you write toiler, how much I congi’atulate her on Uic safety, 
the honours, and the services of her husband. Good God what must be lier feelings, hot^ 
great her gratitude to Heaven for such mercies. Pray give my hearty congratulations to 
all my friends in your fleet. 

* 1 am glad to understand my worthy Ball, and Darby are recovering. May success 
ever attend you, my dear Friend, is the constant prayer of your faithful and affectionate 
Culhbert Collingwood.’ 
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BOOK THE TUI UD. 

SECTION II. 

From the arrival of Jdmiral Nelson at Naples, after the Ilattle of Aboukir, to his return to Eugknd urith 

Sir William Ilaiuilton. 

WHILST SEaVlMO ON BOARD HIS HAJESTv's SHIPS VANOUAIID, AND l•'OUDBOyANT. 

From 179B, to 1800. 


That ankiely respecting the proceedings of the detached S(}uadr(>n under Rear Admiral 
Sir Horatio Nelson, which so long had prevailed throughout England during the summer 
and autumn of 1798, had been painfully increased by the unfortunate cujiture of the 
jjeauder. Lord S|)cnccr unable to beai* the dreadful slate of uncertainty and the variety 
of rumour which depressed and irritated the nation, had retired into the country Avilh the 
hope of weakening apprehensions he could not subdue. Jn a letter Avhich his Lordship 
sent on Sept. 30, 1798, to Sir Horatio Nelson, the indefatigable and upright Minister thus 
described the state of his oAvn and the public mind. ‘ ^'ou may easily, my dear Sir, con- 
ceive the anxiety we have been under about you, and your operations; and the distance 
at which you arc placed from us, increased as it is by the pn'sent inconvenient situation 
of Europe for communication, makes it imj[K)ssible almost to knoAV iiow and what to 
write. After the receipt of your two letters of the 26'th of May, and 15lh of June, the 
only ones 1 have received from you since you parted from I^rd St. Vincent off ('adix, 1 
waited for a considerable time in tlie greatest anxic.ty, exjiccting every day to hear some 


glorious account from you; and until the iGth of this month, when I received a letter from 
^ir W. Hamilton, enclosing your’s to him of the 30th and 22d of July, I did not quite give 
up all hopes of your having had some very considerable success; notwithstanding the |K>si- 
tive assertions ^f the French papers, that Buonaparte and his Avhole Ibrcc Avere landed in 
Egypt. Since the receipt of these letters, we have again been put on the tip-toe of expec- 
tation, both by the French papers and by accounts from Constantinople; and in spite of 
our former disappointment every one in London is fully convinced that you have gained 

an important victoiy God bless you, dear Sir Horatio, and grant that we may very 

soon have SQiae good tidings from you.' 

; Such was the state afiairs at home, when on the morning of the 2d of October, 


1798,, the Honourable C^itain Capel arrived at the Admiralty with a copy of Sir Horatio 
Nd^'S despatnbes to Yin^t, containing an account of the destruction of tin' 
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French tied: and a Rnl)scqucnt Idler, dated August the 7th, referring their Lordships to 
C’aplain Capel as a most excellent officer and fiilly able to give every information. 'J'hc 
joy that pn'vatled throughout Great ilrilain, declared Iioav ill the nation would have sup- 
polled an unsuccessful officer. Public sjiirit revived; the slocks, that fluctuating level 
which marks the national confidence in Goveminenl, rose in an extraordinary manner; 
and the IVlinistcr who sal at the helni of the State was enabled to meet the ojicning of 
Parliament with another signal Victory which he had not expected. 

Admiral Nelson was immediately advanced by his Majesty to the Peomge. On the 
4lh of October, lA)rd Spencer sent for Mr. Maurice Nelson the elder brother of the ffimily, 
and requested to know if he had ever heard of any title which Sir Horatio would prefer. 
'I’his worthy relative of the noble Admiral, who was upivci'sally beloved und^s[)eclcd, 
wished that the Name might be retained. Accordingly, on the 6th of October, 1798, Sir 
Horatio Nelson w'as created a Peer of’ Great Britain, by the title of Baron Nelson of the 
Nile, and of Burnham Thorpe in the county of Norfolk. On the 2()lh of the ensuing month, 
the King di'livered the following most honourable commendation of the Battle of the 
Nile, on the mei'ling of Parliament: ‘ The unexampled series of our Naval Triumphs has 
ro(*('ived fresh splendour from the memoralile and decisive Action, in which a detachment 
of my Fleet under the eommand of Bear Admiral Lord Nelson attacked, and almost 
totally destroyed asujjerior force of the cin'iny, strengthened by every advantage of situa- 
tion. By this great and brilliant Victory, an enterprise of which the Injustice, Perfidy, 
and Extravagance had fixed the attention of the world, and which was peculiarly directed 
against some of the most valuable interests of the British Empire, has, in the first instance, 
been lurnerl to the confusion of its authors; and the blow thus given to the power and 
influence of France has afforded an opening which, if improved by suitable exertions on 
the part of other powers, may Icail to the general deliverance of Europe. . . .’ 

On the 22(1 of Novemljcr a message, was brought down to the House expressive of 
the Sovereign’s wish to reward the noble Admiral: ‘ His Majesty having taken into his 
consideration the signal, and meritorious services performed by Rear Admiral Lord Nelson, 
in the memorable and decisive victory obtained over a superior French fle^ oft’ the mouth 
of the Nile, not only highly honcnirnblc to himself, but eminently beneficial to these king- 
doms; and his Majesty being desirous to confer upon him some considerable and last- 
ing mark of his Royal favour, in testimony of his approbation of his great services, recom- 
mends it to his faithful Commons, to consider of the means of enabling his Majesty to 
extend and secure an Annuity of 2,(X)0f. per aniium to *Rcar Admiral Lord Nelson, and 
the two next heirs male on whom the title of Baron Nelson of the * Nile and Burnham 

* It is a singular circumstance, that the letters in the name of Horatio Nelson, should make the foUowtag 
aungram; Honor est a Nilo. 
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Thorpe ill ibc county of Norfolk shall descend, in suoh manner as shall be inosl advan- 
tageous to their inU.•^t^sls.’ This was followctl by a * grant of Anns cxpn'ssivc of the gn'al 
achievements of the noble Admiral, and of the honours which he had received from llm 
Sublime Porte: The appropriate motto to which is said to have been selected by his own 
Sovereign, Pahnam ijui meruit ferat. 

The thanks of both houses of the British Parliament and of the I’arliamcnl of Ireland 
were unanimously voted. Gold medals, similar to those which had been given by the King 
for the other great uavul Actions in the war, were by his Majesty ord«*red to lie pn'seuted 
by Lord S|)cnecr to Admiral Nelson and to the Captains who served under Ins orders: tin* 
first Lieutenants of the ships engaged were distinguished by promotion, and the senior 
Marine Officer in the Squadron was recommended to II. R. 11. the CommandtT in Chief, 
that he might have a step in brevet rank conferred upon him; which was granted. 

Lord Minto, late Sir G. Elliot, Viceroy of Corsica, whose friendstiip for tli^oble Admiral 
has lieen frequently mentioned; in his speech, Nov. 21, 171)8, on the motion for the thanlcs 
of the House which had liecn made by Earl Spencer, and was supported by the Duke of 
Clarence, thus spoke the general sense of both houses of parliament and of the whole na- 
tion. ‘ I should not intrude on your Lordships if it were pos.sil)lc to content myself with a 
silent vote on this occasion; but 1 shall no doubt be excused, if a participation in the general 
exultation and ('nthusiasm excited by this extraordinary Action, enliauced I confess by a 
warm affieetion for tlie man, urges me to ad<l my voice however feeble to that of the Mouse; 
and 1 feel no shame in seeking, ]Kwhaps, by these means to gratify what will be thought 
the justifiable pride of such a friendship, especially when I can do so in unison with the 
ucclamations of his Country, or rathei witli the full chorus of ail Europe and of the whole 
world. It is, however, by no means my intention to enlarge on this vast tiiid fertile sub- 


ject. . .Neither my powers, which are inadequate to much smaller la.sks, nor the powers of 
the most eloquent men of this or of any other age or country, arc such as lo'cxalt by any 
possible flight of language, of imagiiation, or even numbers, this more llian Epic Action. 
In truth whoever would reach the height of this.sublimc.subjccl, for such it is, would per- 
haps do well to abide by those few, short words contained in that simple, modcsl/dignified 
and above all pious account which wa possess under the hand of Lord Nelson himself. 
On this point 1 cannot refrain, and I am sure the House will go along with me, from coii- 
tFBSting the fervent and sinicere piety of our Christian Conqueror, with Uic dcspicabk* :uid 
profane hypocrisy with which these French atheists, actuated as they will say by jmlicy, 
'ifydi as I suspect by fear, .were at jfliat v^iy moment pretending to worship Mahomet. Of 
the action as it h^s done mote to exalt the rcpuiaiion of our 

Clowtryi.and ai^de^ri^^ wiint and already accumulated stock gf British naval 

' A tbs Nelson Papers. 
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glory ; so il lias conlriliiUnl more csscnliully lo the solid interests and security of this Empire, 
as well as lo ihe salvation of the rest of the world, than perhaps any other single event 
reeonh'd in history. Were 1 lo indulge mys»;lf on the tletails of this mcmordble day, and 
in I lacing all its beneficial conscipieuees, I should quickly lie drawn out of my own depth 
and biToiul ihe limits i)f your [iordshi])s’ lime. 1 refrain ihercfbi'c, content with having 
used the opportunity ol'rendoiing lo this great man and signal event, the homagt' at least 
of an ardent and humble aifection. 1 will indeed trust that the sentiments I profess towards 
my extraordinary friend will not be deenu'd entirely of a private natun', and may be ad- 
mitted into somewhat of a higluT class; since they w’ere excited by a dayly and hourly 
eonlcmplalion, for a considerable period of time, of the most uni’emitling exertions of Zeal, 
Ability, Application and Courage in the service of his Country: Not on one occasion but 
on all, not in one branch of service but in all: in a long course of naval vigilance and per- 
seveiunco, in Italics at sea, in sieges on shore. — ^I’hal friendship, I say, is somewhat 11101 x 5 
ih&n private, which was not indeed created, for it had an earlier dale; but which ivas raised 
in my bn-asl to the highest pilch of admiration and devotion by those exploits, which iris 
the singular felicit y of my life to have witnessed with my own eyes on the cver-memorable 
St. Valentine’s day; I mean on the 14lh of Febniary, when the Spanish fleet was defeated 
ofl’ Cadiz by the gieat and immortal St. Vincent.* It w'as on that day my illustrious friend 
performed those prodigies of \'alour and Conduct never equalled, 1 believe, before in the 
liistory i>f war, nor ever lo be surpasst'd, if it lie not, indeed, by this very IhitUe of Aboukir: 
For il is the peculiar priiilege of my friend, that, from the beginning of his life, there have 
been few of his actions which could be surpassed, unless il wore by sonic other action of 
his ow'ii. 

‘ 'I’hcre is one other point of Excellence lo which I must say a single word, because I 
am, perhaps, the man in the w'orld who has had the best opportunity of lieing acquainted 
w'ilh il. The world knows that lord Nelson can fight the battles of liis Country; but a 
constant, and confidential ('orrcs])oiidence with this great man, for a considerable portion 
ot’ lime, lias Umglil me, that he is not less capable of providing for its political interests 
and honour in occasions of great delicacy and eni)3arrassincnt. In that new capacity I 
have w itnessed a degree of Ability, Judgment, Temper and Conciliation, not always allied 
to the sort of spirit which without an instant s hesitation can attack on one day the Spanish 
Line with his single ship, and, on another, a superior Fivnch Fkiet moored and fortified 
within the islands aiitl shoals of an unknown bay. What can 1 add to these two short 
Jiicls.? they arc themselves a volume of praise, and must Ickvc behind them all the common 
and vulgar forms of panegyric.* It is enough for me lo declare my hearty concurrence 
with this vote.^ ^ 

The next most gratifying reward which a Nelson could receive, was the siiflrnge of 
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olhcr great men in liis own profession. Admiral Lord Howe, on ilie .‘Id of (JcU>l>er, <!(;- 
scrvedlj' look the lead; ‘ 'rhoiigh eoiiseioiis, Sir,’ wrote that veteran seaman, “ how many 
letters of coiigralulalion you are likely lo receive by the saint? eonveyanee, on the .suhjeel 
of your despalehcs by Captain CapeJ, 1 trust you will forgivt; the additional trouble of my 
eompliments on this singular occasion: Not less memorable for the Skill, than cool Judg- 
ment testified under considerable disudvanlages in the superior force and situation ot' 
the Kncmy.’— ‘ With what pleasure,’ said Admiral (ioodall, ‘do 1 eongralulalc you, my 
dear Nelson, on your glorious victory. 1 know not where to plact* llu* prt*l‘erence in inv 
praises; whether in the boldness of the attempt, or in the skill with which ji was con- 
ducted, unrivalled in our Annals. I had often been tibliged to stand in the breach against 
the senseless criticisms of the noble and ignoble of this Country; you know them to be 
governed by the tide of swoln and immediate success, liow often have I been ((lu'stioned, 
fl'/tat is If ouv favourite Hero about? the. Freueh Fleet has passed under his nose, Nc. &c. 'I’o 
all which I uniformly answered, ‘ 1 know him well; if Fortune has not crownctl his labour 
and anxiety in the event, yet something capital will be done. 1 know him and most of his 
gtdlant Companions who are lo support him in the day of battle. \'ou will not hear from 
him until he has thundered in the Storm and directeil the whirlwind that will overwhelm 
the enemy.’ My opinion has been entirely confirmed; N’our gallantry, my dear Friend, 
has silenced both jealousy and censure, and raised a name which will e.\ist in futurity as 
long as history, or nionumeutal tabh'ts arc preserveil.’ 

Another letter, from the venerable Edmund Nelson to the Rev. Bryan Abbot in the neigh- 
bourhood of Burnham Thorpe, though it has repeatedly been bv'fore the public', cannot 
have lost all the interest which it originally possessed. * My great and good Sou went into 
the world without fortune, but with a heart rejiletc with every moral and religious viitiie; 
these have been his Compass lo slv;cr by, and it has pleased Cod to be his shield in tin? 
day of battle, and lo give success lo his wishes to be of use lo his Country, which si'cnis 
sensible of his services. But should he ever meet with ingratitude, his scars would plead 
his cause; for at the Siege of Bastia he lost an eye, al'l'cneriHe an arm, on tlu' memorable 
14lh of February he received a severe blow on his body which lit' still fe(?ls, and now a 
wound on the head. After all this, you will believe that his bloom of (‘ountenanee must 
1^ faded; but the spirit bcareth up as yet as vigorous ns ev'er. On the 2plh of St'ptember 
he completed his fortieth year, chearful, generous, and good ; fearing no evil, lici'au.se he 
has done none; an honour lo my grey hairs which with every mark of old agi* iiicn'ase 
fast upon me.’ 

When mentioning this excellent Parent of the illustrious Nelson, the disinterested con- 
duct of his late elder son Maurice, claims remembrance as displaying a greatness of 
mind which must ever honour his memory. In writing to Lady Nelson, whilst tlu? entail 
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of Ills brother’s. Iioiumrs wns under llic consideration of Covcrnincnl, jVlauriec declared 
that Ids brolluT ^\ illiaiu should hav<! the |»refcrciico: It tcill be wy icish uud request to the. 
tduiiral, adik'd this generous a ml noble relative, not to put my name in the Patent. I move 
■in too humble a sphere to think of such a thiny:.- -V\\e Lord Mayor, Aiulei'son, on the Jpth of 
October, Iransinilled to the Admiral the cungralulations and vole of thanks of the Cuuiinoii 
Council for the swcml jd'lhc l''ronch iVdiniral J)lau(]uel, which liad betm deposited in the 
eiiamber of the (iiiildhall of the city of Jx)udon; us also the thunks of that honourable 
Court to the Captains, tjflicc’rs, and seamen of the sipuulron, who, under the command of 
Admiral Nelson, had manifested to the w'orld an additional instanet; of the superior dis«M- 
pline and irresistible bravery of Jlritish seamen. A Sword of the value of two hundred 
guineas was also voted to liord Nelson, aud the fre<'dom of the city to Sir Kdwurd Uerry. 
'file Kasi India (Company unanimously ordered a grant of 10,00()/. 'J'ln; Turkey Coin* 
jiany, a presc'ul' of Plate of givat value, 'fin' city of Liverpool voted the freedom of that 
borough, and town, as the oidy mark of aspect which amidst the honoui's so deservedly 
besloMt'd by ih(‘ King, and the applauses and acclamations of the whole body of the 
People, and the surrounding world, it was in -their power with propriety to present; and 
the .Mayor of J.iv<‘rpool, Leyland, was also instructed to rc'cpicst, ‘ "J’hat the noble Admiral 
would please to make known to the several Captains and other officers, and seamen of his 
s(]uadrou, the very grateful sense which the Corporate J3ody of Liverpool, as rejiresentiug 
the second Sea[)ort in the Kingdom, (Milcrtains of the heroic Valour, the exemplary Dis- 
cipline, and the gr(>al and enterpri.sing spirit of the Xh'itish Seamen M'hicii shone forth upon 
the late wonderful anti unrivalled ^'ictory.’ 

Amidst the liberal subscriptions by a Commit lei* at Lloyd’s for the relief of the widows 
aiul children of all those brave imm, who, in obtaining the late Victory, had given their lives 
for their Country, the inunifiecnee of an individual was very remarkable: Mr. Alexander 
Davison, whose early fricmlship for Nelson has been already mentioned, on being ap- 
pointed sole Prize Agent for the ships that had been captured, at the battle of the Nile, 
immediatcl}' ordered medals* to lie struck in gold, silver, gilt metal, and copper, at an ex- 
penec of near ‘2, 000/. 'I’he first, in gold, were presenU*<l to every Captain; the second in 
silver, to every lieutenant and warrant officer; the third, in gilt metal, to every petty officer; 
and the fourth, in copper, to evi'ry individual Seaman and Marine serving on board dur- 
ing tlie Action. 

Nor was the praise that was due to Lord St. \’incent for his selection of Sir Horatio 


' For H list of Presents made soon after the battle of Aboukir to Lord Nelson, see Appendix, N* .5. 

^ ^fuiiy of these Medals were afterwaids found by the Itussiun sailors scattered over tlie island of Tenedos, in 
18 D 7 ; to the explosion that took place on board ibe Ajux, w'hcii that ship was burnt in the roacUof^ 


'I’l Indus. 
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and |jis scjuadron, forgotten umid.-.t the general exultation at the victory. Earl S])cncer in 
writing to that Coinniandcr in Chief, Oct. 9 , 17‘)8, said, ‘ i\ficr having had a wet'k to 
reriecl on the event of the Engagement on the coast of Eg}’])!, and all the various most 
important consequences which will ensue if proper use is made of it; I cannot help once 
more congratulating your Lordship on the subject, and repealing how strongly imprcsMxl 
1 feel with the great share which your very judicious s<*leclion of lh(^ .Shij»s and Captains 
who composed that Squadron, has had in insuring to us so brdliant and (h'cisive a result.’ 
Mr. Nepean in a letter to [.(Ord St. Vincent, on the same day, added, ‘ 'I’lie enclosed is a 
notification of Nelson’s Peerage. I would give a great deal were it possible for me, to be 
j)resenl at your first meeting. You will hardly be questioned now upon the propriety of 
your choice.’ 

Such being the slate of exultation at home, and the liberal spirit which his Coiinirv 
displayed on this memorable occasion; our attention is now again directed to tlu* noble. 
Admiral himself and his brave followers in the Mediterranean. 'I’he reception which he 
had met with from all ranks at Naples, had weakened, if not entirely subdued the strong 
aversion which he fell from remaining long in that enchanting city. (.)vcrcome with 
fatigue and hant.ssed by the importance and variety of duty that was iulriisled to him, he 
loo much fell the value of his friend the English Minister; and being constantly at his 
hous<; enjoyed a delightful, but dangerous relaxation in the exlraordinarv talents and ca[>. 
tivating tlatteries of Emma, liudy Hamilton. On the 4lli of October, in writing to Earl .St. 
Vincent, he described the stale of Naples towards the close of 1798, and evidently shewed 
a growing partiality for the Queen’s opinions; which [lossessed a violent and vindictive 
spirit that had not been duly appreciated by his unsuspicious and loyal inli'grily : who saw 
only an insulted woman, and the daughter of the great 'I’heresa. ‘ .My dear Lord : I cannot, 
am not able to tell you the quaulily 1 have to commimicate. 'I’his Country by its Msti'in 
of procrastination will min itself: the Queen secs it and thinks as wc do. The. ministry, 
except Acton, ai'c for putting (he evil day off, when it will cornu with destruction. AVar 
at this moment can alouc save these kingdoms. 1 am decidedly in opposition to Gallo. 
General Mack is hourly expected here from Vienna to command the Nt'apolitan army: 
Acton says they arc ready to march. 1 Ixavc scolded, auger is necessary; you will not 
believe I have said or done any tiling, without the approbation of Sir M’illiam liainillon. 
His Excellency is too good to them, and the strong language of an English .Admiral (clling 
them plain tnilhs of their miserable system, may do good. Hull sails, if possible, to- 
morrow with Terpsichore and Ciloyeune. Murniy, who gives us ovi'iy thing he has, very 
handsomely goes off Malta with him for a few days. Vanguard I hojie will Ijo next, with 
Audacious, &c. Our wants are great, our means few. 1 need not tell you wc caimot gel 
much from this small arsenal, but they give us all they have. CulJodca is gelling forw’ard, 
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Troubridgc is indefatigable; none but him could have saved poor CuDoden. We all dine 
this day with the King on board a ship; he is very attentive. 1 have been with the Queen, 
she is truly a daughter of Maria Then’sa. I am writing opposite I^ady Hamilton, there- 
fore you will not he sur[)rised at the glorious jumble of this letter. Were your Lordship 
in my place, I much doubt if you could write so wtdl; our hearts and our hands must be 
all in a Huller: Naples is a dangerous |)lac(;, and we must keep clear of it.’ 

Ill another letter, to Lady Nelson from Naples, dated Oct. 1—6, the noble Admiral thus 
described tlie feelings of his aifceiioiiale and Umi grateful heart: ‘ Our time here is actively 
employed; and between business and what is called pleasure I am not my own master 
for five minutes. 'I'lic continued kind attention of Sir William and Lady Hamilton must 
ever make you and I love them, and they are deserving the love and admiration of all the 
world. I’lie Orand Seignior has ordered me a valuable diamond; if it were worth a mil- 
lion, my pleasure would be to see it in your possession. My pride is being your husband, 
the Son of my di?ar Lather, and in having Sir William and Lady Hamilton for my friends. 
While these approve of my conduct, I shall not feel or regard the envy of thousands. 
Could I, my dearest Fanny, tell you half the honours which are shewn me hens not a ream 
of paper w'ould hold it. On my birth-day, eighty people dined at Sir William Hamilton’s; 
one thousiind seven hundred and tbrty came to a ball, whei'C enght hundred supped. A 
rostral column is erected under a magnificent cano|)y, never. Lady H. says, to come down 
while they remain at Naples. A little circumstance has also hap))ened which does honour 
to the King of Naples, and is not unpleasant to me. 1 went to view the magnificent ma- 
nufactory of china. After admiring all the fine things sufficient to seduce the money from 
ray pocket, I came to some busts in china of all the Royal Family : these 1 immediately 
ordered, and, when I wanted to {lay for them, 1 was informed that the King had directed 
whatever I chose should he delivered free of all costs: it was handsome in tlic King.' 

Mr. Spencer Smith, in his second despatch from Conslantino])lc to the Admiral, dated 
Scptemlx;r 11, 179fi» j^a^'e a more detailed account than what he had done in his preceding 
letter, of the measures which the Sublime Porte had taken to remunerate and honour 
Lord Nelson. — ‘ I’he effect of the confirmation of your brilliant Victory upon the public 
here, was every thing that could be expected or desired by the friends of the good cause; 
smd upon the Covermnenl such as you yourself. Sir, could not but fei‘1 gratified to wit- 
ness. I have now the pleasing task of making known to you the muttifir;cut demonstra- 
tions of gratitude on tlu', part of this Court. • 

* On the 8th instant I had a conference in form with his Excellency the Reis Effendi. 

I opened it by the presentation of an accurate Turkish translation of your despatches 
from Rhodes, both of your letter and stalemenl of the battle of the Nile for the use of the 
Grand Seignior, which was not only perused but devoured: any. additional details would 
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be here cxlrcmely aeccplablc. The inlcresling conversalion Avliicli nalurally ensued on 
ibis lopic, was interrupted by the entry of a messenger from the im|)erial presenee uilli a 
scaled bundle, M'hich the Reis Ellendi iimnediulely opened before the asscinblv nitli infi- 
nite veneration; when it was found to contain a rescript, under his Iliglmess's own hand, 
ordering the ministry to deliver certain jircsents, both to tlie vh lorious liritish Admiral, 
and to the King’s Representative? here, and to accompany the saim' by a leller from ilic 
Caimakam Pasha to the oik? and by a ministerial iiK^morial from the Rcms EtU ndi to the 
other; in which his own gracious expressions of sensibility and csicem were to be eopic'd. 
llic first and chief article of the presents for you was a diamond Aigrelle, ealle<l by the 
Turks Chelcngk, of considerable intrinsic* value*, ap|)roaehing 18,000 (hdlars; but of infi- 
nitely more ideal w'orth, as being not only the most honourabh; budge* of miUlary glory 
that a Turkish comiueror could rcccice from his Sovi'icign; bul, moreover, from tin* one 
in question being a part of th(*iinp(‘rial insignia worn by the Ottoman Monarelis, and taken 
from out? of the royal turbans. Still the Sovereign’s present upon such an occasion wmild 
not Ijc complete, according to the etiquette of this Court, without tin? addition of the next 
article, which is a dignified Pelisse of sables of a prime* (]uality, valued at .5,000 dollars. 
Last in order, though not least in value, came the token of Ins iliglmess’s humane remem- 
brance of our gallant countrymen, w'ho bled upon a day w hen so tnuch was acha.*v(*d to- 
wards the deliverance of his Empire: I allude to a pin-sc* of 20(M) secpiins, to lx; distri- 
buted amongst the wounded of the civws under your command. J was moreover informed, 
that to enhance the distinction intended you by these presents, it was resolved to send 
them with the Cniniakam’s letter, in the hands of a special commissioner on board a sloop 
<jf war, to wdioin I was rctpicsted to attach an officer of our legation. 

In presenting the traiislalion of your letter from Rhodes, I .suggested that the gov(*rnnr 
of Syria should lay an embargo upon all vessels capable of being converted ini(» trans- 
ports, fireships, and bomb or gun-lmts: this plan of mine was in a manner immediately 
adopted. The cooperation of the Russian force, which 1 had also suggested, was adJ()urju*d 
to a conference appointed to be held on this day; wheiral, besides the Russian I’lnoy 
Mr. Tamara and myself. Vice Admiral Ouchakof w'ho had just then 01101101 * 0(1 was invit(*d 
to assist; and it was rendered still more complete by the attendance of the Ottoman 
port Admiral, and sundry Ministers of the naval and military departments of the ( uqiiK*. 
Before this assembly, 1 enforced my preceding ideas in every possible manner, under the 
sanction of your name, much U? the inw'tird satisfaction of onr friends the Turks: wJm, 
moreover, supported my wishes by example: having in tin* forty-eight hours w hic h had 
elapsed, actually armed and moored a doscu sail of the flotilla under the windows of onr 
conference pavilion. 'ITie Vice Admiral was as liberal of general ofrere, a.*, he was parsi- 
monious of his forcCj fiiMling abundance of reasons against its employment upon any s(*r- 
voL. II. a G 
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vice, l)ul (lull it) llic neighbourhood; which convinced me il had l)een llie chief ol)jecl (»!' 
(heir jH'otnplilude.’ 

Ca[>laiu Hood in a letlcr from oft' Alexandria to ]Slr. Smith at ConsLantinople, dated 
.Sr])lenil)er ‘20, 1798, look some notice of the eft'ccl wlii»'h the Jhitlle of the Nile had 
j)roduced on the Fix'nch arn\v. ‘ .S«)ine <lays ago Admiral Ganteaume. set oft’ for Cairo, 
as they say, to consult Ct'iieral IUiona|iarle. 'I'hcir transports arc getting provided with 
two months provisions. A\'e have been told tin* army at Cairo nmlinit'd on hearing of the 
defeat of their ftect; that Ihionaparte assembh*d his oftic«*rs and men, and told them Jic 
had been alhnved to r.lioo.s<; his troops, Avhieh wei’c the bravest in I'VaniH*, and that Uiey 
ought not now to be alarmed, but to put eonfidenec in him; in six months they should 
be again in rrance. IJow he is to manage this I am at a loss to discover, unless he in- 
ti’iids to risk an action with tin' ships that are now at Alexandria; and after his su[i- 
posed disabling of the British squadron, to move his troops to Corfu, or the Adriatic: 
this we must guard agsiinst. If they (mce iH'gin to retreat, and the army of Jl’Jezzar Bey 
can be put forward in lime, they will be most eft’ectually able to harass them. From 
Cajilain Hope I am given to understand that D’Jezzar Bey is assembling a largt; body of 
men with the greatest activity to attack the French, and that he has issued his com- 
mands to all the Beys and Chiefs of the Andjs and others, who can in jiny manner annoy 
the enemy, to harass them until he is ready. He has sent .several times to Constantinople, 
iM'ing doubtful whether they are not playing a double game with him; but he says in any 
case his army shall march, whether on his own ground or that of tlu* ForUi, to drive the 
common e.ne.my out of Egypt. 1 plainly perceive we have infinite management to make 
use of, to cultivate and increase a good understanding between all parties, and must by 
steady and persevering measures biiug forward these people to the main object. They 
put great faith in the British Nation: our actions, indeed, speak more than all the rhetoric 
in the world.'- — In a private letter from off Alexandria, tlatcd ScjitcmlMT 37, addressed to 
Admiral Nelson, Captain Hood gave a further account of the stale of the French. ‘ 1 most 
heartily congratulate you on the favourable prospect .now before us of destroying those 
miscreants of the earth. 'riie'Purks J find an* pulling some of them into the gallies already, 
and even their consuls into the common Jail; many heads have fallen, and more arc ex- 
pected to follow: they had all been dijiping in French gold, and a wonderful deal of vil- 
Jany has been discovered. Buonaparte has his army at present very much divided: he is 
now trying to buy over the Abyssinians and to get a*port low down in the Red Sea. 
Many of his Generals arc dissatisftc<l Avilh his conduct. Be assured avc shidl be happy to 
extend our endeavours to the utmost of your Avishes, nor Avill there lie any such word as 
Jhffirult}/. Hallowcll and myself lx*g aa'c may stay until a change in this business tak e# 
place. Our ships are in a perfect stale for il and do not Avant to be relieved,* 



'rij(! following nolo from llit; Uu.s^iall Kinpcror Paul lo llic noble Admiral, wriUen in 
Fi’cnch, is cluled Pelorsburiili, OcloberS, 1798. ‘ Vice Admiral Nc'lson: Consi<bMiug llie 
cause of my Allies as my own, I am unable lo express llu; ph'asure which vour success 
has aflbrdcd me. The eomplel(^ victory which 3’ou have gained over I la; Common Knemy, 
and the (h'slruction of the l''i't.‘nch Plcct, arc assuredly .siillicient lilies to draw on you ihe 
suirragcs of that part of Kurope which slill rclains ils reason. Jn order lo give yon a 
marke<l a(‘knowledgment of the justice rendmed by me to your military lulenls, I liavc 
.sent you a box, with my portrait, enrielied with diamomis; and I lieg lhal you would 
feel assured of my high regard, and 1 pray God lhal he may keeji \ou under his holy 
and gracious protection. P,\cl.’. 

The Russifiti Admiral Ouchako/fo TjOrd \vlson, dated Dardanelles, 14 Seidemhcr, 17911. 

* MosI esteemed Admiral: In my pnreding Idler, Augusi ;»1, I had the honour lo 
inform you, that according to the |)lan agreed on for llie eombined Itiissian and Oltoman 
squadrons, ten gun-boats were lobe detached lo llhodes convoyc'd bv Iwo Kiis^ian and 
two 'J'urkish frigates, there to receive such information as might be necessary pir\ious lo 
proceeding lo their ultimate destination at Alexandria: and J therein, moreov(‘r, re(|uesled 
you lo inform me what were your intended operations. Now lhal I am arrived al this 
anchorage, the gun-boats and frigates befmx* mentioned will be immeiliat»'ly «les])atehed 
to llhodes, and when arrived al lhal island will wait I'or your I'Acelleney’s orders, wlielher 
it would be. necessary lo proceed lo their place of destination.’— It may hdc Iw nauarked, 
the above mentioned service wais the only exertion made by the llussians in the Kgyplian 
war, and that in the most reluctant and inollicient maimer. The wailing of this llussian 
and Turkish force al llhodes for orders from Admiral Nelson al Najiles, relative to what 
should puss at Alexandria, is a striking example of their indiircrencc al that im|)orlant 
crisis lo the general interesis of Kuropc. 

'I’he manner of ojaming the war which the Neapolitan Court had al length dccidc.'d on, 
is given in the folloAving letter from the Sicilian Minister Acton, written in English, to Sir 
William Hamilton, dated Caserla, October 13, 17.98. ‘ I acquaint you, my dear Sir, by 
the King’s orders, with the resolutions taken last night and this morning, about the oper- 
ations of his Majesty’s army, and must beg of you lo present this intelligence to .Vdmirai 
Nelson. Jt has been determined, that 30,000 men should march us soon as |)ossibie 
towards the best positions in the Appenines, in oixler lo cover the kingdom from ils threat- 
ened invasion; and that 15,000 men should be ready on our frontiers, lo support the lirsl 
army for the garrison of Home and other places, and to keep the eomnmnii aiion open 
and free with this kingdom, if the Romans should happen tiiforeakc iheir oilers of joining 
with us in the expulsion of the French from their territories. 'J’he intention of se nding 
8,000 men at tlie same time to Leghorn has not as yet appeared prudent, until we hear 



I'nmi llic Emperor. T beg of you, my dear Sir, lo present to Admiral Nelson these ideas. 
Ills Sii'iliau Majesty leaves lo the brave Admiral lo combine with these opentlions what 
ho may think fit and proper at the moinenl; and feels with warm gratitude his most kind 
declarations to support the King, his Royal Kamil}', and his two kingdoms. His Majesty 
thinks also that the Admiral’s name and cooperation with the .Sicilian arms would prove 
of the most essential weight, and raise the sjiiril of the, until now, dejecteil Italians. The 
recovery of Malta, and the drawing the Kreneh from Corfu, would be an essential service; 
anil according to what Admiral Nelson Mas so kind as to tell me for his Majesty’s inlel]i> 
gence, he has already provided for these important objects.' 

Rc.specling the iirsl of these services, an atleuipl had heen tdivady made on Malta by 
Sir James Saumarez as he passed that island with the prizes tow'urds the end of September; 
an account of which w as given by him in the following letter to Lord Nelson, dated Orion 
at sea, .Seplenilxjr 26, 1798. ‘ My dear Adiuiml: On Sunday we fell in with the Maripiis 
dc Niza’s sipiadron oQ‘ Malta; the day following we were kept in sight of that island by 
light airs and calms, which continued most of 'I'uesday. On that morning a deputation 
from the principal inhubilanis came on board this .ship, lo solicit forasu])ply of arms and 
ammunition; at the same lime informing me that the French garrison in the town of la 
\'ulelle were driven lo great dislmss, and that they had good grounds to believe the ap- 
pearanci' of the English sipiadron Avould induce them to surrender, if they were sum- 
moned to that purpose. I wailed on the Maripiis dc Niza, who readily concurred in 
seniling a Hag of truce with the enclosed proposal (dated Sept. 25) to the French General, 
who n;tunied the following concise answer, after three hours deliberation: ‘ You have with- 
out doubt forgotten that they are Kiviichmcn who arc at Malta; k sort dc ses habitum ne 
doil pas cous rcgardir ; (juaiif d rotir sommulion Ics Franfois ncnlcndcnt pus <r style. Le 
GC'Hcral Commandant vn chef Ics lies de Malle et da Gaze, SignU Vaubois.’ 

‘ Although it has not answered the expeclaliou we had formed, it has convinced us 
they arc disposed to hearken to more moderate terms. Their situation is such, that they 
cannot hold many weeks without supplies which they arc entirely cut oflT from. J only 
lamented that it was not in my power, consistent with my situation, lo remain there with 
two or three shi[)s.' 

Admiral Lord ISelson to Earl St. Vincent^ dated Naples, Oct. 13, 1798. 

‘ My dear Lord: 'i’he J^eander is gone, but with great honour lo her Oaptain and crew. 
General Mack arrived at Caserla on Tuesday; on ThursUay 1 went with Sir AVilliam and 
Lady Hamilton to meet this General at dinner with the King and Queen. Their Ma- 
jesties introduced us lo each other with every expression of esteem and regard ; the Qu wn, 
however, could not help saying, General, be to tts by land, ti'hat my hero. Nelson, has been by 
sea, T’he Emperor has desired the King of Naples lo begin and he . will support him. 
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Muck says lie shall inarch in leu days; iheir Majesties have given him their conluleiiee, 
and I feel I am in full possi'ssiun of it. This evening 1 shall have in writing the n’siilt of 
last night’s Session as the Queen calls it, not a Council, for in that ease (lallo innsl have 
been on it; but he is tottering, and the Queen has promised he shall not be the war minis- 
ter. Acluh was going down, but we have set him up again, r.ady Hamilton is an angel, 
she has honoured me by being my ambassadress to the Qncc'ii; therefore she has my im- 
plicit conlidencc, and is worthy of it. You, my dear Lord and Triend, make great allow- 
ances for my defects; my intentions arc good, I vouch for no more. — ^’our Admirals 
must be mad. J’arker might have a right to speak, Orde could have none; if llu’ lii>i was 
not to go on the service, 1 had just us much right us Orde. 1 thank Ood on your aeeoiml 
that your expectations have not nccii disappointed in me. We sail on Monday morning. 
When at sea I shall detach Audacious and (Joliuth to join my dear friend I’all off Malta, 
to whom I shall intrust the blockade. 'I’he government here are very sanguine about 
.Malta, e.xpecting to get hold of it in a short time. 1 am not so sanguine: the rrcnch have 
bread and water. I shall send to the French Commanders a proper Icllcr, ortering my 
mediation with the injured and plundei'ed Maltese; but should the French ships eseajie, 
in that case 1 shall not trouble myself cither with their capitulation, or in obtaining mercy 
for the deluded peojile who have joined them. If the French gel thirteen more ships 
into the Mediterranean, you will take care of me; and 1 will fight them the moment f can 
get at them, and 1 trust to llic blessing of God whom 1 jiraise and adore for all his mer- 
cies. May Heaven bless you. I cannot write a stift’, format, public letter, you must make 
it as it should be. 1 feel you are my fric'ud and my heart yearns to you.’ 

I'he secret intentions of the French at this lime against Naj)Ii:s, anil the desperate slate 
of Sardinia, w’crc described by Mr. Jackson in a letter to the Admiral from 'I'urin. ‘ One 
of the first fruits in the Mediterranean of your most glorious and decisive victory secuns to 
have been the insurrection of the Maltese. 'I'lie last Icllci’s from Faris mention the gre;it 
probability of an attack u|K)n the kingdom of Njxples : the French have for some tinu' 
])ast liecn collecting considerable forces in the Roman stales, probably fiir that purpose. 
No considenible reinforcements have lately arrived from France, and Irom the most accu- 
rate accounts their efi’eclive force now in Italy docs not much e.vcccd 50,000 men. . . 1 do 
not trouble you with any of the politics of this unha|)py country, which mbs on from day 
to day with great and increasing difficulty. His Sardinian Majesty is pushed viay hard 
by his good Ally the French republic; but he has a strong support in the lo\e and aflacli- 
ment of his brave subjects, who have no mind to change their government. It is impos- 
sible to say what may be efi'ected by force; certainly things am in such a state that the 
worst may be apprehended. In case of distress his Sardinian Majesty is determined, at 
whatever ha^^ird, not to refuse the rights of humanity to the Jirilish fleet.’ Kes[)ccting 
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Tuscany, ^fr.Wyndliain informed ihc Admiral, ‘Thai its government liad received official 
jnomist's from llie Fivnch Dircclory and their General de Bruno, lhal the neutralily of 
the Grand Duke would he inviolably respected, provided no troops of any of the Ix'llige- 
rent powers should march againsl 'I’uscany, or shew any intention to pass through it; in 
Avhich case the French would l)e constrained, as an ad of pri'caution, to take possession 
of L<*ghorn, or such parts as they might judge necessary for their security. I have the 
honour,’ added IMr. Wyndhani, ‘ to give you this information, in order that you may ab- 
stain, if it be more advantageous, from coming to Leghorn with any of his Majesty’s ships 
of war for the present, to avoid giving the French a pretext which iluiy undoubtedly would 
be glad to hay hold of ; and perhaps, in the j)i‘es<‘nl slate of affiiirs in Italy, the neutrality 
and (^uiel of I’uscany is to be wisluxl for, «/ /easl for a fow tcecks longer. 1 iK’lievc for cer- 
tain that the Genoese republic has entered into an agreement with France, obliging itself 
to [)rotecl the French commena^ from I<eghorn to Genoa and Marseilles with a regular and 
constant convoy, on condition of being allowed one half per cent on the value of eaeli 
cargo to Genoa, and two per cent to llu; ports of France, and nine per cent to Spain.’ 

A sufficient squadron being now ready to accompany tlu; Admiral to Malta, consist- 
ing of the Vanguard, Minotaur, Audacious, Goliath, and Mutine, he j)repared to sail from 
Naples; and in a letter to Earl St, V'^incent gav**. the following account of his taking leave 
of the King: ‘ On Monday the l.alh, at eight o’clock, the King and Prince Leopold came 
on board and did me the honour of breakfasting. At l(‘n the s({uudron weighed anchor, 
at eleven his Majesty left the ship, expressing himself in the most flattering manner towards 
me. The King had all the respect paid him by the squadron that our situation would ad- 
mit of, and which it was not only our duly but so much our inclination to shew him. Tiie 
King having desired my return to Naples in the first week in November, 1 shall come 
back, after having arranged the blockade of Malta, and endeavour to l)e useful to the 
movements of their army. In thus acquiescing with the desire of the King of Naples, I 
give up my plan, which was to have gone to Egypt, and attended to the destruction of 
the French shipping in that (piarler; but I hope that liefore Captain Hood quits his sta- 
tion, both the I'urkish and Russian stpiadrons will lie on that coiist, when all will l)e right 
1 hope, although I own myself not willing to trust any of our allies to do that which we 
coiild perform ourselves. I have reason for thinking that the strong wish for our squadron 
being on the coast of Naples, is that, in case of any mishap, their Majesties think their 
persons would be much safer under the protection of the^ British flag than any other. 

* October 19tft. My letter on the subject of our dear friend Troubridge, which was lost 
with many others in the Lcander, was to authorise you to add a paragraph to my public 
k'tter, if you thought it more to the advantage of Troubridge; for I thought it better to 
make no mention of his disaster, i consider Captain Troitbridge’s conduct as fullp entitled 
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to praise as any one officer in the squadron, and as highly deserving reuard. He eonmanded 
a division equally with Sir Janies Sauniarez, by my order dated in June ; and I should feel dis- 
tressed if any honour which is granted to one be not granted to the other. 'I’liis pari of Jiiy loi- 
ter 1 wisli you, niy dear liOrd, lo make use of lo JiOrd Speiieor sliould any dilfcrenec! be 
made, 'fhe einiuenl serviees of our friend deserve the verry higlicsi a wards. J have expe- 
rienced llic ability and aclivily of hi.s mind and body: It was Troubridge who equipped 
tlie s(piadron so soon at Syracuse: It was 'iVoubridge who t'xerled himself for me after the 
action: It was 'IVoubridge who saved the Culloden, when none thal I know in the service 
would have allempted it: It is 'IVoubridge whom 1 have left as myself al Naples, he is as 
a Friend, and as an Oftieer a Nonpareil.' 

Off Malta, October 'i4. In a letter lo Lady Nelson he said, ‘ 1 am jusl arrived olT this 
island. 'J’lie French are not yet turned out; but I shall do my best in negocialing. 'Phere 
is no fighting J assure you; if there were, it should Ih‘ si'illed before night. Our hearts arc; 
in the trim, and Clod is with us, ‘ Of whom then shall we be afraid.^’ — In writing to Lord 
St. Vincent, Oet, 24, 1798* he added, ‘ 'Fliis day at noon 1 joined the IVlanjuis ile Ni/a, 
who very handsomely laid shiHed his flag from the J^rincipe lo the Sebastian in ordew to 
continue llic blockade of Malta, and lo jM'rmil Colossus lo proceed in the execution of 
your orders. As the JManjuis is not now wanted here, 1 have ordered him lo Na|)le.s to 
refit, and be ready to act as the limes may require and his Sovereign may wi.sh. 1 do 
not like going back from the eastward, but I give up my own opinion for this lime, as it 
is impossible to foresee how the new w'ar may turn out. Although 1 have; no fears, yet 
it is good lo be on the watch. 1 have only lime lo say thal 1 will do my best.' 

Si^^Villiam Hamilton in a letter from Caserla, dated October 20, 1798, furnished his 
noble friend with a detail of the proceedings of the Neapolitan government in preparing 
for the war. ‘ My dear Lord: You will see by the copies of — — .'s Leltci’s the evidence of 
what wx knew before, the corruption and rascality of the members of llu; French Direc;tory, 
and the certainty of the present intention of the French republic lo ruin and plunder this 
kingdom. I have been with General Acton this morning: he shewed me a letter irom 
Mons. Baptiste the Neapolitan charge d’Alfaires al Vienna, with a message to him from 
the Baron 'I'hugu in llie Emperor’s name, advising the King of Naples to act openly 
against the French at Malta, as his Imperial Majesty would certainly supjiort him. 'Phis 
takes off all ditficulties ; but i must do justice to this government by assuring you it w^us 
determined, before the receipt of tliis letter, that the Neapolitan army should mureh fiir- 
ward with the King al their hcatl: and at the same time they had rcsolvt'd to declare it 
a war of religion. I received tills morning a melancholy letter from Captain 'P. B. 'I'homp- 
son, late of the Leander, with the one enclosed for you. It makes one’s heart bleed for 
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wliul he nrul Ca])(<tin Ih'rry must have suilercd; but it is plain they did all lliaL gnilant 
(dlicei’s euuld jiossibly accomplish.’ 

Captain T. Ji. Thompson to Admiral Sir IL Nelson, dated Trieste, Oct. 13, 1793- 
‘Sir: It is with exlremc pain 1 have to relate to you the capture of his Majesty’s ship 
I.r‘aiKlcr late under my eommaiul, by a French 74 gun ship, after a close action of six 
lionrs and a half. On the 13lh of August hast, l)oing u'ilhin five or six miles of the west 
end of Cozo near the island of Candia, we discovered at day break a large sail in the S. E. 
(|uarter standing directly for the lieander. We were then Itccalmed, but the stranger 
bringing up a line breeze from the southward we soon made him to be a large ship of the 
line. As the Keander Avas in ofticers and men upAvards of eighty short of complement, 
and had on board a number Avho Averc wounded on the 1st, 1 did not consider myself jus- 
tified in seeking an Action Avitli a sliip that appeared of such considerable sujieriority in 
point of size; I therefore took every means in my jioAAcr^to avoid it. I hoAvcAer soon 
found that our inferiority of sailing made it inevitable; and I therefore Avith all sail s<'t 
steered the l.eander a coui'se Avhich 1 judged Avotild receive our adversary to the best ad- 
vantage, should he bring us to buttle. At eight o’clock the strange shij), still continuing 
to have the good fortune of the wind, had approached us within long random shot, and 
had Xeapolitan colours hoisted, which he now changed to'I'urkish; but this deception 
was of no avail, as 1 plainly made him to be French. At iiim' he had ranged up within 
a half gun shot of our Avealher (piarter: 1 therefore hauled the Lcandcr up sullicieiUly to 
bring the broadside to bear, and immediately coinineuccd a vigorous cannonade on him, 
Avhieh he instantly returned. ’I'he ships continueil nearing each other until half past ten, 
keeping up a constant and heavy firing; at that time I jierceivcd the enemy intending to 
run us on board; and the J.eauder being v'cry much cut up in rigging, sails and yards, I 
Avas unable, Avith the light air that blew, to prcv'cnt it. lie run us on board on the lar- 
board bow, and continued alongside us for some time. A most sjiiritcd and well-directed 
tire, however, from our small party of marines, commanded by the scijeant, on the poop 
and from the quarter-deck, prevented the enemy from taking advantage of his good for- 
tune; and he w as repulsed in all his efforts to make an impression on us. The firing from 
the groat guns Avas all this time kept up with the same vigour, and a light breeze giving 
the ship Avay, I Avas enabled to sheer clear of the enemy, and soon afterwards had the satis- 
faction to lulf under his stern, and passing him within ten yanls, distinctly discharged every 
gun from the liCandcr into him. As from henceforward there was nothing but a continued 
series of heavy firing, Av ithin pistol shot, without any wind, and the sea as smooth as glass, 
I feel it unnecessary to give you the detail of the efiects of every shot, which must Ijc ob- 
V i(jus from our .situation : 1 shall therefore content myself with a.ssuring you, that a most 
vigorous cannonade was kept up from the Leander without the smallest intermission, until 



Iihlf past throe in the afternoon. Al llml time the enemy having; passed our l)ons with a 
light hree/A! and hrough't himself on our starboard side, we found that our guns th^ 
mnv. m*arly all disabled by tk? meek of our own spars, which had all falhat on that siilo; 
this produced a cessation of our fin*, and the enemy look the opportunity to ask us if we 
had sun^ndered. The lioandcr was now totally ungovernable, not liaving anv thing stand- 
ing but the shattered remains of the main ami fore-mast, and bows])rit, her hull cut to 
pieces, and the decks full of killed tmd wounded; and perceiving the enemy who had 
only lost his mi/en topmast, though greatly shattercti, aj)[)roaehiug to jdaee himself athwart 
our stem, in this defenceless situation 1 asked Captain llerry if he thj)ught we could do 
inore? He coinciding with me that further n‘sistance was vain and impracticable, and 
indeed all hope of success having tor some lime vauish<;d, 1 therefore now directed an 
answer to be given in the afUrniativc, and tlic enemy soon afterwards took j)osst:ssion of 
ll M. Ship. 

‘ T cannot conclude tliis'aticount tvithout assuring you h<»w much advantage his Ma- 
jesty s service derive<l, during this action, from the gallantry and activity of Captain Berry 
of the Vanguard. J should also be wanting injustice, if 1 did not bear lesiijuony to the, 
steady brave.ry of the officers and seatnen of the Lcander in the hard contest, whirh, though 
unsuccessful in its termination, will still 1 trust enlillo them to the approbation of their 
Country. The enemy proved to be le Gent‘reux of seventy-four guns, commanded by 
M. Lejoille, chef (k division, w'ho had escaped from the action of llu*. first of August, and, 
being the reurinosL of the French line, kul received little or no share of it; having on 
board IKK) men, about 100 of whom avp found had been killed in the action, and 188 
wounded. 'Hie Leander had 3.5 killed, and ,57 w'ounded.' — Captain 'riioinpsou'’ was, him- 
self, severely wounded. 

The blockade of the island of Malta had ken intrusted to the vigilance and skill of 
Captain Ball; and is dated by Lord ISVIson, in his Memoir, as taking place from tiu* VJlh 
of October, 1798. ’fhe state of the islands of Malta and CIozo on that day, with an 
account of the revolution that ha<l taken place, is given in an inten'sting report which was 
sent to his Ijonlship. The French force in Malta then consisted of about 3(XX) soldici-s ami 
sailors, and of 1(X) Maltese; the only part of the inhabitiints a lio would take up arms for 

'■ The Court Martial which afterwards was assembled to examine the conduct uf t'aptuiii Thompson, hi!, oflieers, 
and crew, declared. That his gallant and almost unprecedented delenoe of 11. M. late ship the lieandiM- ai'ainsi so 
su|xirior a force as that of le Genereux, w^s deserving of every praise his ('oiintry nud the assembled eoiirt could 
give; and that his conduct, with that of the officers 'and men under his command, redecied nut only the highe!,i 
honour on himself and them, but on their Country at large. The thanks of the court were also given to Captain 
Derry, who was present bn the occasion, for the gallant and active zeal lie liad manifested. Upon the return of 
Captain Thompson to the shore from the Alexander in which the court martial had been held, be was saluted with 
three cheers by all the ,d)j|ps at Sjheaiiess. 
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the French. About 10,000 of the Maltose were in arms ; tliey liad twenty-three guns on 
tSs isluiul, of wliicli twelve were inountctl; they had also two galleys and four gunboats. 
On Saturday, the day previous to the iusnrreclion of the Maltese, the French, in addition 
to llioir usual professions in the ga;fclto, had issued a manifesto declaring that they should 
consider the plate and richi's of the churclies as sacred, promising neither to take nor 
request any thing: the very n(‘xt morning, when Uic churches were opened for public wor- 
ship, they began their plunder. The Maltese, injured and irritated beyond bciiring, im- 
mediately flew to revenge themselves. Amongst the French whom they put to death, was 
a general oHicer who had been very active; with his wife they found a plan for entering all 
the towns in the island, murdering the strongest and richest of the inhabitants and taking 
possession of the best houses. They also found a paper in which the various classes of 
the people were assigned didereiil employments; sixty Maltese had been destined to bury 
the dead. About t;iglit days previous to this event there l|j|^ been an action l)elwcen the 
French and Maltese, in which the former had lost 800 men, the iatler had only five killed 
and five w'ounded: it lasted between three and four hours. In the sortie above 50 of the 
French threw dow'n their arras, and tiegged to join the Maltese: but they were fired on 
indiscriiiiinatcly with the others. 'Ilic Maltese beheaded all the Inidics of the French 
which they could find, on the spot, and carried their hciids about the island with parsnips 
in their teeth, as the French had given out that they had no provisions at Malta but 
parsnips. 

On the 15lh of October, 1798, after receiving the King and Prince Leopold at break- 
fast on board the Vanguard, Iiortl Nelson had sailed from Naples to reinforce the blockade 
of Malta; and on the 24lh had joined Captain Pall and the Marquis de Niza. The Mar- 
quis hud written to his Lordship on the 22d, and had requested that he might be considered 
in the situation of an Admiral commanding an English squadnm; and might then reganl 
those officers of a rank inferior to himself as being under his order's, when they were not under 
the immediate eye of their own Chief. * I do not,’ added the Marquis, * desire to have the 
|>owcr to direct tlieni ia the smallest degree contrary to any commands they may receive 
from you, or from any officer who is my senior; I merely wish that they should have the 
same defci-cnce for me, that they would shew to any officer of my rank who has die honour 
of serving under you. It is not any personal consideration which has urged me to represent 
this; but it is my duty to preserve the honour of my nation, as well Us thirt.of my military 
rank, and especially the good of the service and the support of discipline.'— On the 24di, 
Admiral Nelson returned the following excellent reply. My Lord: I ani‘ honoured with 
your Excellency’s letter this evening; and in my public situation I have die honour to 
acquaint you, Tliat 1 consider your Excellency as an Ofeceir under niy' command, and 
standing precisely in the same situation as an English Rear Admiral junior tp me; 
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is having no power or autliorily lo give the snuillesl order lo any ship or vessel, but those 
1 may think right lo place, by order, under your eoininand/— I’lie next inoniing the 
Marquis sailed for Naples. 

On the 28th of Oclobcir, 1798, ihe Commandant of the I'ivnch troops in the castle 
of Goiso signed the capitulation which Nelson had approved. Captain Jlall innnedialely 
directed Captain Creswcll of the marines to take possession, when II. B. M. colours were 
hoisted. The next day the place was delivered up in form lo the deputies of the island, 
his Sicilian Majesty’s colours were hoisted and he acknowledged the lawful Soven'ign. 
The island of Gozo contained lb, 000 inhabitants; in the castle wen: found S,200 sacks of 
corn, one cightcen-pound(‘r, two twclvc-poundcrs, four six-pounders, fifty barrels of pow- 
der and a quantity of other ammunition. I.<or<l Nelson, in consecpiencc of his pronnse 
to the King to return lo Naples during the first w’cek in November, sailed from Malta 
on the 30th of October at night, leaving its blockade to Captain Ball with the Alexander, 
Goliath, Audacious, Terpsichon;, and Incendiary fireship. It was the Admirars wish on 
leaving IMulta, as he informed Mr. Spencer Smith, to go with two sail of the line and two 
sloojM to Egypt: ‘ But I could not,’ he adds, ‘ refuse the King, ('specially as my orders are 
lo protect the kingdom of the Two Sicilies; however 1 hope soon to be able to make my 
appearance off Zante, Coi-fu, &c. 1 send you a proclamation I have written relative to 
those islands. Tlic Porte ought to be aware of the great dsinger at a future day of allow- 
ing the Russians lo gel footing at Corfii. My whole heart is in Kgy[)l, for I long lo see tltc 
destruction of Buonaparte and his Ijoasted armament.' — The correct knowledge which the 
Admiral expressed in this letter respecting the political imporlanec of the Seven Islands, 
and chiefly of Corfu, he had derived from a valuable ('orrespondence with H. B. M. 
Consul General of those islands, &c. Spiridion Fon'sti. These islands lie contiguous lo the 
coasts of yMbania and the Morea, and extend from north to south to the distance of about 
300 miles; they consist of Corfu, Paxo, Santa Maura, Ithaca, Ccphalonia, Zantc, and 
Cerigo. nicy were taken from the Venetians by the French in 1797; in the month of 
March, .1799, they were retaken frem the French by the combined Russian and 'I'urkish 
squadrons, and were made a republic during the following year, 1800, in the month of 
March, by virtue of a treaty between those two powers. Corfu, which is the key of the 
Adriatic, commands the commerce of the I.<evanl; and the Seven Islands serve as so many 
outposts to watch the fluctuating proceedings of the Turkish government. 

On the 6‘th of November, 1798, Captain Troubridge in writing from Naples to the Ad- 
miral, said, ‘ I told the Marquis and squad of the taking of Gozo; he replied, I could hmc 

* On die first of.jNoyember, 1798, the Freedom of ibe Drapers Company, as a maifc of their liigli niul gratefiil 
sense df Lord Nelsein's important servii^s, particnlarly on the 1st, 8d, and 3d of August, was voted to the noble 
/Adminl, wbidh wm followed by innumerable other marks of civic respect. 
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done that am/ day, hut it was of no moment — Malta was the thing. I bowed, and we partctl. 
I](; has ordi'rt'd liis ships to get ready with all possible despatch; some arc doing it, and 
some are thinking altout it. Tlie weather is so bad we can do but little. I think they arc 
cheating us about the wine, but that is notliing new herfe; for between ourselves for a car- 
line T could buy all the Generals in the place, from Pignatelli downwards. I long much 
to see you. God send I may never behold lliis <lcgeneratcd place again; every man here 
is our bitter enemy. Arc any stores to be received for Hood, &.c. in case of our not suc- 
ceeding at Corfu? I take tlu: liberty of mentioning this, as I could by a rope run to the 
Aliance, haul my boats backwards and forwards with light loads, and employ the boats on 
more material work when the wind ceases. Nov. 7. Captain Louis has begged of me to 
stop proceedings respecting his men (who had been gmlty of drunkenness and neglect of 
duty) until he hears from you : he tells me he is sure, from their particular good conduct 
since, that their contrition is sincere.’— In consequence of this application from the galhint 
Captain of the Minotaur, Lord Nelson sent him the following private letter, with official 
one enclosed. ' I have endeavoured to write such a letter as I wish to be placed in public 
and read to your ship’s com])any. Believe me I shall never forget your support. A friend 
in need is a friejid indeed: never was it better applied than to tlic Minotaur. I have writ> 
ten to ’JVoubridge to stop the court-martial according to your request.' 

Admiral Lord Nelson, K. B. to Captain Louis. 1798* 

* Sir: I have this moment received your letter enclosing a petition from the ship’s 
company of the Minotaur. In the common course of service I ought not to pay atten- 
tion cither to the petition of your ship’s company, or to your kind interference in their 
behalf. 1 am glad, however, that tlic prisoners have not presumed to say a syllabic on 
their conduct, which merits the yard arm. But, Sir, 1 can never forget your noble and 
effectual support to my flag on the most glorious first of August; and in remembrance of 
the gallant conduct of the Minotaur's ship’s company, in obedience to your orders, I do, 
from these con.sidcrations alone, permit you to withdraw your letter for a court-martial on 
the prisoners.’ 

His Royal IligliMss Admiral the Duke of Clarence to Lord Nelson. 

‘ My dear Lord : On Captain Capcl’s arrival with the news of your glorious victory, 1 
was both asloni.shed and hurt at not receiving a line from my old friend. B$it being now 
assured that you had written by the Lcandcr, I take up my pen to'don^tdmtc you on 
your victory, of which no one thinks more highly than J do. My. ti^l fiicndship for you 
and my love for the navy would not allow me to l>c silent iii the House of Lords, and I 
hope I said what I ought; at least it was what I felt. Lord Mintb’s speech w^s eleg^^ 
judicious and well turned. Every body meant well, but were not so able to e^prem it os 
his Lordship. 1 most highly admire the disposition your Lordship made 'of the Kihj^s' 
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ships^ and of your dcterminaliun and insUint dei'ision of ^oing down al. once to the attack 
of the enemy. I admire and approve exceedingly your Lordship’s having in so public a 
manner rcturoed thanks to the Almighty, for His gracious assistance atforded to his Ma- 
jt!sty's arms: I have frequently lieen surprised it has not been practised in our fleets 
oAener, and 1 trust cv«*ry successful Admirrd will in future follow your Lordship’s good 
example. You, my dear Nelson, I hope w^ell know my sentiments respecting the disci- 
jdine of the Navy; I need not, therefore, say much relative to that Onler you issiunl, in 
which you ascribed the honourable and meritorious exertions of the Seamen and Marine's 
to obedience and good order: for which the King and the Country arc to thank the invinci- 
ble and immortal St. Vincent. Having said thus much, I sujqmse you must be tired ; 1 will 
therefore for the present take my leave. Adieu, my dear Lor<l, accept ray most sincere 
wishes for your health and w'clfarc, and ever believe me your best friend, William.’’’ 

On the arrival of the Vanguard and Minotaur in Naples bay, they found the Royal 
Family M'ere alCaserta; upon which L(>rd Nelson n'paired thither, and on Nov. 0, 1798, 
lieingagala day, he was received by the King’s desire at court: when he presented a me- 
morial from the inhabitants of Malta, as their deputy, and also the colours taken at Goxo. 
In the evening he was two hours in conference with the Queen ; the result of which interview 
is thus mentioned by him in a letter written the next day to Lord St. Vincent. ‘ i arn, I 
fear, drawn into a promise that Naples bay shall never lie left without an Knglish man of 
war. I never intended leaving the coast of Naples without om*, but, if 1 had, who could 
withstand the request of such a Queen? — Leghorn must be speedily altemh'd tc : the Grand 
Duke, I fancy, begins to see fear. I hold still sending Troubridge, with Minotaur, I'huerald, 
and Flora cutter to Corfu and those islands; if nothing can be done, there, to go to Kgypt 
and see and arrange all matters in those ports, either by victualling Hood's scpiadron, stay- 
ing himself, or, which 1 have reason to ho|)e, finding the Turks and Russians willing to 
continue the blockade, to withdi'aw our ships from that distant coast. Your new ('vpc- 
dition will 1 doubt not far exceed our most sanguine wishes; for I can say with truth, that 
you do not mind stripping yourself to take care that the service at a distance should, as 
far as human prudence can do, secure success: I am a living example of your goodness in 
that respect, for sudi a select Band as you gave me never can 1 fear lie equalled; and 
I trust Uiat our Country will not forget that it was principally to you ray success has been 
owing. The King goM to the army to-morrow, in three days he hopes to march. His 
Majesty is determined to con^uei'or die at the head of his army, which is composed of 
30,000 healthy good looking troops.' 

: . , 'Efuji Vioewt in sending Lord Nelson the fresh Instructions which he had received 

the Admiralty Bo^, dated Oct. 3, 1798, added, * What relates, my dear Admiral, to 

^ Fntta the Nelaon paper*. 
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cooperation with the armies of the Allied Powers, cannot be in better hands than yours. 
You ar(‘ as great in the Cabinet as on the Ocean, and your whole conduct fills me with 
admiration and confidence. The thorough knowledge you possess of local eireumstauces 
and of the disposition of the contracting parties, qualifies you most eminently for the un- 
contronlcd direction of the naval part ; and you have some very able men under your com- 
mand, in whom you well know every degree, of confidence is to be placed when you have 
occasion to make detachments. 'J’he possession of Minorca would greatly aid the block- 
ade? of Toulon when the season will admit of that of)enition; and in case of success you 
are authorised to lake Commodoix) Duckworth under your command, and employ him 
and the squadron under his ord(‘rs on that service. T|}C bombs and their tenders may be 
useful at Corfu and Zanfe. At a convenient time you will certainly not forget what is due 
to your friends at Genoa. Captain Murray informs me that Captain Foley is in a very 
bad stale: should you be of that opinion, 1 desire he may come away; and perhaps Sir 
William and Lady Ifumillon would lake their passage with him hither, and go to England. 

I heartily congmlulatc you, my dear Lord, on the title the King has been pleased to Ixrstow 
on you, which, as you may sec, has come to my knowledge; since the commencement of this 
letter.’ — It may l)e necessary here to remark, that this letter, written by Earl St. Vincent, 
came from a Naval Officer who in general never suffered any one to act, but from written 
orders, by which he was exi)ecled implicitly to abide, lltc principal objects that had 
been recommended in the Instructions from the Admiralty were, 1. The protection of the 
coasts of Sicily, Naples, and the Adriatic; and, in the event of war being renewed in Italy, 
an active cooperation with the Austrian and Neapolitan armies. 2. 'fhe cutting off all 
communication between France and Egypt, that neither supplies nor reinforcements 
could be sent to the army at ,\lc.xandria. 3. 'I’he blocking up of Malta. 4. The cooperat- 
ing with the Turkish and Russian squadrons, which were to be sent into the Archipelago. 
After explaining the engagements that were likely to be entered into between Great 
Eriiain and the Ottoman Porte, in the ninth article of a proposed Treaty, and the number 
of ships which Russia had promised to furnish against the common enemy, in consequence 
of a Treaty which she had recently concluded with the Porte ; Mr. Secretary Nepean 
added, That the protection of the coasts of Na])le$ and Sicily, and an active cooperation 
w'ith the Austrian and Neapolitan armies were the objects to which a principal part of 
the squadron should be particularly directed.’ 

The service which the second and fourth articles ofthese Instructions pointed out, had 
been ably performed by Captains Hood and Hallowell, and the officers as.sociatcd with 
them. Lord Nelson, when writing to his Commander in Chief, Nov. 2, 1798, respecting 
what had been done on the coast of Egypt, had said, ‘ It would appear from Captain 
Hood’s advices from Alexandria, that Buonaparte’s whole force does not exceed 23 , 000 ' 
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men, many of whom have ihe dysentery. Murat Bey has 20,000 men above Cairo, and 
Ibrahim Bey has more llian that number below Cairo, both on the Syrian side of Ihe Nile. 
Buonaparte has been trying lo open a Treaty with the Abyssinians on the one hand, and 
has been preparing the transports at Alexandria on tin; other; In? must soon move from 
Cairo, that is very certain. ] long to send ships to Egypt, for I fear to Irusl business of im- 
portance to any but English.’— J’hc French naval force in the ports of Alexandria on the 
20tli of October, commanded by Dumanoir le Pelley, chief of division, had la eu eeriified 
by Captain Hood lo be one ship of 64 guns, one of 54, three of 40, four of 30, one of 0 j., 
and the Salumine, HP men, whose number of guns was not known; with four brigs, and 
seven gun vessels and galleys. 

On the 1st of November, 1798, Captain Hood had enclosed the following report from 
Captain Ilallowell, dated October 2 i, to Lord Nelson; and had eonnneuded the man- 
ner in which his associate, with his usual zeal and bravery, led the boats lo llu; various 
attacks in person. — ‘ Dear Hood: Ycstenlay aflernoou 1 made an attack on the castle of 
Aboukir with six gun boats, and our own boats. 'J’hc cowardice of the Turks is not to Ik; 
described. I made use of every argument in my power to gel them fiu ward. J ke[»t in 
my boat ahead of them lo lead them on, sometimes coaxing, anil sometimes swearing at 
them for poltroons; but lo very little efiect. I had six men in each boat, but the Turks 
would not do any thing for them : however I would not allow them lo fire until they got 
within point blank shot, and by keeping the 'I’urks in conversation and threatening to 
complain to the Captain Pasha of their conduct, I at length got them within reach of the 
enemy’s cannister shot; when the rascals were so frightened I could not keep close iu for 
any lime, lltc Captains of their vessels are, if possible, greater cowards than their men. 
In the evening three of the enemy’s gun-boats came out of the lake and anehori'd close 
under the camp. 1 could not make the Turkish gun-boats go down lo them; and as they 
have no arms of any kind, except their Great Gun, 1 could not arm my boats. 

October 25, in continuation. ‘ This day 1 made an attack on the French gun-boats, and 
camp. The Turkish boats having got far to leeward, I could only gel four of them op, 
with the Torride. Our little boat, which throws shells, set fire to the camp three limes. 
The army was dispersed iu all directions, and in their flight cxposi'd to our grape and 
cannister; but with the assisUince of asses they shifled their field pieces continually. On 
our gun-boats ceasing lo fire, to let me advance with the ship's boats lo bring otf the 
enemy, every sandhill shellcrod a party of soldiers, and many of the trees concealed 
French troops who were waiting our approach. As we advanced, an irregular /ire of nius- 
quetry ww opened from every little eminence and place that aflbrded the least shelter, and 
1 had the mortification to find when I got within twice the lioai’s length of the beach, that 
they had hauled both their boats on shore. Troops closing round us in all directions, 1 
was obliged to make a stem board with our boats and come out again. 1 have had very 
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great diHicuIty in iii imaging some of the Turks; tliey will do as they please, and sometimes 
my grentesl apprehension is that 1 shall lose some of them by their awkwardness and fear. 
Todiiy whilst 1 was giving directions to one of them to anchor, the Captain came forward 
and positively refused to let them bring up ; upon which I ordered our people to cut away 
the iuichor, when, a scuffle ensuing, one of our seuincn received a bad cut with a sabre on 
his shoulder, and, having no arms to delcnd themselves, they had recourse to their hand- 
spikes, with which they beat one Turk’s brains out ; and wounded the Captain, whom I 
left aflerwards stretched along the deck with his head tied up. Had I nut got on board 
instantly with Hassan, I believe every 'I'urk would have been murdered ; its our launch 
pulled up alongside and the sailors were throwing in cutlasses to assist their shipmates. I 
fear if you take the Turks into the western port you will not get them out again : When 
one man is wounded, or killed, their confusion is so great they cannot be governed ; and 
if a shell were to burst near them, every man would seek for shelter in any place; and it 
becomes a mailer of inditl'crcnce to them whether they <Iriil on .shore, or where they go, as 
long as they gel out of the line of fire. One or two of them have lately behaved tolerably 
well, but the rest are of the description I have just given.’ 

During Lord Nelson's residence with the Neapolitan Court at Caserla, his friendship 
fur Sir William and Lady Hamilton, added to his stale of ill health, led him to indulge a 
confidence which was fatally adapted to mislead liis aifectionate disposition and to warp 
his judgment. In writing to Earl St. Vincent, Nov. 9, 1798, when on the eve of leaving 
Caserta, he thus introduced his new secretary: * 1 believe Lady Hamilton has written so 
fully, and I will answ'cr so ably, on all subjects, that but little remains for me to say. Yopr 
commands respecting the Queen were executed with so much propriety, that if I had never 
before had cause fur admiration it must then have commenced: Her Ladyship’s and Sir 
William’s inexpressible goodness to me is not to be told by words, and it ought to stimu- 
late me to the noblest actions, and 1 feel it will. My mind I know is right, but, alas, my 
body is weak. Captain Thompson's Action reflected great credit on the Leander.’ 

Lord Nelson to H. R. H. the Duke of Clarence. 

‘ I know my letter to your Ro 3 'al Highness, by the Leander, was lost by the unfortu- 
nate capture of that ship, and 1 trust you will forgive my not writing so much as my in- ' 
clination in truth prompts me to do; but I find my Icfl hand is fully employed in not only 
the business of the squadron, but also in working for the good cause in tliis country. The 
army marched Nov. 2Sd into the Roman state, 32,000 tnen. Five thousand men em- 
barked yesterday on board my squadron, destined to possess Le^orn if the Grand Duke 
wishes to preserve his dominions from plunder and anarchy. By pos^ssing that port any 
number of troops and stores may be pushed in a few days into Tuscany, and if the IVench 
leave Leghorn on their left they may be cut off. But the great difficulty their Sicilian 



Majcsli(’s feel, is the want of money to conlinnc a war in which they fintl lhcins('lves on* 
gaired, froiA the anger of the French lo all Monarchs sind their deterininution to plunder 
this fine kingdom of Tuscany; when all Italy will have had the IValcrnal Jhnbrace and he 
etpially miserable. 'I’he King, Queen, Generals Acton and I\lack, have, all assured me, 
and 1 am convinced, that this Couniry cannol, under its present dilHcullies, < arry on the 
war without pecuniary assistance iVom us; and I hope (hat llu* King, who is all goodm.'ss, 
will use his inducncc that assistance in money may be given to save (his monarchy from 
the dcstru(‘lion which o(licrwis<3 awaits it: and allow me to say, what no Knglish m(’r> 
chant will deny, that our trade to Italy, under its pro|)er government, is most advanta- 
geous to Groat Britain. 1 hope (iod will also pul it into the heart of the Emperor lo assist 

his Father in law and his Brother The wind modiMales, and I am going oH'to try 

and sail. My lieart is true lo the Good Cause, and I wish lo approve myself a faithful 
servant lo the best of masters. May God bless your Royal Highness, is the sincere prayer 
of your attached and aflcctionate Nelson.’ 

On the ItUh of Novcmljcr, I79d, the Admiral had issued his ordei*s to his scpiadron at 
Naples, respecting the Neapolitan troops that wen; to be conveyed to Leghorn, according 
to an arrangement previously made by General Fortiguerri. 'I’lic following oificial notice of 
that ('xpediliou was sent lo Karl St. Vincent, dated on board thcA'anguard, Lc'ghorn roads, 
November 28. — * IVly Lord: It having been considered at a Council held at the camp at 
St. Germsiins, as a proper military measure lo lake poss<‘ssion of IjCghorn, I offered to em- 
bark the troops destined for this service in the squadron umler my command (V'anguard, 
Culloden, Minotaur, Alliance, Principe Real, Albiuiuercpie and St, Sebastian) amounting 
lo .5,123 men, and sailed from Naples with them on the 22d. It blowing a strong gale 
during that night and the n(;xl day, none but the Rrilish sinps kept me company, with 
which 1 am airived here. The Ministers of their INlajesties of Great Britain and of llie'l’wo 
Sicilies came on board; and (hey thinking that u summons in my name, as well as that of 
ll)e Neapolitan General would be proper, I submitted to their better judginent.’ — 'I’he 
troops were afterwards immediately landed, and possession taken of the port and fortress 
of Leghorn. Lord Nelson anchored in the evening, ami found five Genoese vessels lying 
in the roads, two of which were armed vessels of 20 guns, the other three were laden 
with com. 'rhe Terpsichore, Ca])tain Gage, anchored between the armed vessels, which 
were taken possession of, and the others were seized by the boats. On the 29lh, the day 
after this transaction had taken jf)lace, his Excellency Mr. Wyndhain in writing to Lord 
Nelson said, ‘ 1 certainly understood from your Lordship llml you had no design of real 
conquest at Leghorn, and that you had no intention of revenging youi'self on the French 
for their former robbery of tho English: I even understood that you and the General both 
declared, You came to rescue the Grand Duke and the couniry froin the Frejieh, but by 
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HO means in forre liiin from his neutrality. The constant orders I have to respect the neu- 
trality, have never been varied. . . I am, however, inslrucU^d to require of the Grand Duke 
a iidl iiideiniiifieation for the losses sustained by the Fitmch invasion of Leghorn. The lust 
Hole from Lord Gienvillc staled that I should make a fresh and pos^^ demand; and, in 
ease of a refusal, that ordere would be sent out to his ]\fajesty’s com;^nding officer in tJje 
INIediierranean, and to me, in consequence. The Grand Duke gave for answer, I’hnl he 
was willing to refer the case lo any Sovereign in Europe, the choice of whom he left to 
(he King ciUiiely, and his Koval Highness would abide by that decision. 1 have since had 
no answer whatever. The Grand Duke wrote himself a letter, stating the same, to the King 
in liis own hand writing.’ — On Lord Nelson’s leaving Lt^ghorn, Mr. Wyudham added, 
Nov. 30, from (hat place, ‘ Since your l.ordship’s dejiarture I have been busied in pro- 
moting, as fur as 1 could, the hints which you gave me; and 1 hope 1 have in a great degree 
succeeded, notwithsianding it is by no means an easy task to be interpreter and mediator 
at the same time, with three powers at variance in opinion: Captain 'J'roubridge, the 
auditor of lA'ghorn, Signor I'rulani, and the Neaj)olilan General, were with me all toge- 
ther. Al hat you do, 1 will certainly second ; your Lordship’s judgment and prudence 
will decide belter than me: I am happy to olx?y, and particularly one of your very high 
authority, acquired by real and uncommon merit.’ 

Captain Troubridge to Admiral Nelson, dated CuUoden, Leghorn roads, Dec, 1, 1798. 

‘ My Lord : As soon as your Lordship was gone, I went on shore land found a general 
hurry and movi'ineul. J advised the old General to seize immediately all the French in 
the Mole, or lei me do it; but he said his orders were very particular not to make war 
with the French. 1 asked him whether taking Koine was lo lie considered as a hostile 
transaction of the King of Naples; if it wore, why not act as his King had donc.^ At last 
he agrcf'd, but took luo days, and then wuiiUhI the whole of tHh Genoese vessels in Inillasl 
lo be let go. 1 rcj)re.sentcd the matter to Mr. Wyndham, as being quite contrary to our 
agreement, and we settled how I should act. 1 Ijclieve the only thing which at lust 
brought the General lo take any steps, was my telling him lh(^ Mole would l)c destroyed 
by lire, and probably the town; and in the bustle the French, Genoese, &c. might take 
the j)lace from him. 'riiis staggered him, and ho agreed, as 1 have told you, to a half mea- 
sure. Dec. 5. 1 enclose General Naselli’s proclamation. Mr. Wyndham has been with 
the General lo press him lo put his proclamation in force, whicli ordered all tlie crows of 
the French ships, and the vagabonds to depart in two days; four have now elapsed and no 
orders are given, nor any attempt made to force the substance of the proclamation to be 
executed : the true Neapolitan shuffle Uikcs place on all occasions. If the King of Naples 
had good officers I should have no fears, at present I n:ally fi el distre.ssed for him. Afack’s 
orders and the letters from the King of Naples are very dilferent. 'Ilic Grand Duke is 
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perfcclly satisfied with what we have done; not so with the Neapolitans.— ' is vorv 
active and to be trusted in any service. 'J’he inomcnl this port is in safely T shall he olf 
and put iny orders in execution.’ 

On Lord Nelson’s arrival at Naples, Dee. .5th, from Leghorn, a inimher of |)ei,sons 
overwhelmed him with odes and congratidary p<H*ms on the battle of the. Nile. .Amongst 
the rest tlu^ English composition of a mendicant Irish priest, M‘CormieK, of the order of 
St. Francis, was presented; which, though possessing little merit, was remarkable fora 
passage that predicted the taking of Rome* by the Admiral’s ships. This passage struck 
his Lordship; but he represented to the Friar the impossiliility of getting ships up ilie 
Tiber to act against Rome. 'J'hc mendicant replied, / imrrihclcss .wr that it xdU come to 
pass. Lord Nelson ordered his socretary^^lilr. 'I’yson, to givc^ the poor man some dollars 
for his labour and good wishes, and for a lime the Friar and his pivdietibn were ('(pially 
forgotten. 

The day atler the Admiral’s return, he sent the following account of his intended pro- 
ceedings, and of the Neapolitan army, to Earl St. Vincent ‘ My dear Lord: On my way 

back from Leghorn 1 fell in with the Portuguese s<piadron, which bad got to my rendez- 
vous, Porto Ferrajo. The Marquis de Niza deserves credit for his perseveranci’, but his 
ships cannot do what ours can. My arrangements re8j)ccling Corfu and Egypt h.'ive from 
necessity been overturned; and a part of my squadron is kept on this coast of Italy. I 
expect dear Hood every moment from Egypt, his provisions must be v«'ry short ; he de- 
serves great credit for his perseverance. J received yesterday a private loiter from T.ord 
Spencer, of October 7, declaring that the first Lieutenants of all the shij)s cagAgtiy would 
be promoted. I sincerely hope this is not intended to exclude the lii-st Lieutenant of the 
Culloden; for heaven’s sake, for my sake, if it Ije so, gel it altered. Our dear friend 
Troubridge has endured enough, his sulTerings were in every I'espcct more than anv of us; 
he deserves every reward which a grateful Country can bestow on the most meritorious sea 
officer of his standing in the service. 1 have felt his worth every hour of my command; 
and had before written to you my dear Lord on this subject, therefore I place Troidiri<lgc 
in your hands. The state of this country is briefly as follows: 'riic Neapolitan army is 
at Rome, CivitaVecchia is taken, but in the Castle of St. Angelo are .500 French troops. 
The French have also 13,000 troops at a strong post in the Roman stale, called CasK l- 
lana. General Mack is gone agiiinst them with 20,000; the event in my opinion is doubt- 
ful, and on it hangs the immediate fate of Naples. If Mack is defeated, in fourteen days 
this countiy is lost; for the Emperor has not yet moved his anny, and, if the F.mpew)r 

* Captain of M. M. S., Alliance, a yuong and excellent officer, who was afterwords killed at tlie siege of Aci'e. 

He had previously beea.8ereral times wounded in the service of liis Country. 

f See preceding Memoir, Part 111. page 4. 



will not march, N!ij)lt's has iioi the poAvor of resisting the French. Jl. tvas not a ease of 
choice, hut of ne<‘i*ssity, which forcetl the King of Naples to march out of his kingdom, 
and not wait until the French had collected a torcc sutheient lo drive him, in a week, out 
of his doininions.'--1t inusl he acknowledged that the King of Naples, throughout the 
whole of his conduct on this occasion, displayed a spirit which did honour lo his cha- 
racter: in personal courage he was by no means wanting. In his manifesto published at 
Sail Cerinano, Nov. his Majesty declared, ‘ It is better lo ilio gloriously for Cod and 
our Country than to live shamefully oppressed.’ On the ap|)roach of his army lo Home, 
Championet, the I’rcuch General, having placed a strong garrison in the Castle, imnu'di- 
alely retired; and the King buoyed up with delusive hopes, established his head-quarters 
at the Farnesc Palace. • 

On the ‘)th of October, 17.93, Lord Spciu“cr in u riling lo Lord .Sl.\'incent had said, 
‘ The exception of the first Lieutenant of the Culloden ivas necessary, on account of that 
ship not having got into action from the circumstance of being aground: I am however 
.so fully coni inced of the merit both of Captain ’IVoubridge and his oflicers on all occa- 
sions, that 1 bi'g you ivonld be so good as to givt* the first vacaru'y of Commander that 
arises, to the fir>it Lieutenant of the Culloden.’ — 'I’he distinclion thus made respecting the 
Culloden’s first Lieutenant, ivas, us Lord St. V^incent himself observed, in promising lo pay 
it the earliest attention, a just one; for had Lord Spencer promoted him with the others, 
some future Commander in Chief might have ({uoled it as a precedent for a bad purpose. 
^’el notwithstanding this, and all the previous conduct of l^arl St. Vincent, Lord Nelson 
had already imbibed, whilst at Naples, the seeds of distrust and suspicion respecting his 
hithi'i'to beloved Commander in Chief: I n Avriling to T,ady Nelson from that place, IJci*. 1 1, 
he said, ‘ I have not reccivi'd a line from England since the first of Octolxtr. Lord St. 
\’inccnl is in no hurry to oblige me noAv: in short I am the envied man, but better that 
than lo be the pitied one. Never mind ; it is my present intention lo leave this country in 
May. 'I'hc poor Queen has again imule me promise not lo <|uit her or her family, until 
brighfiT prospects ujipcar than do at present. The King is with the anny and sJic is sole 
llegent; she is in fiicl a great King. J,ady IJumillon's goodness forces me out at noon 
for an hour. AVhat can 1 say of her’s and .Sir William’s attention lo ine.^ They arc in fact, 
with the exception of you and mv good father, the dearest friends 1 havp in this world. 
I Jivi“ us .Sir W illiam’s sou in the house, and my glory is as dear to them ns their own; in 
short f am under such obligations as I can ncA'cr repay but with my eternal gratitude. 
The improvement made in .losiah (Captain NislxAt) by Ijady Hamilton is wonderful; your 
obligations and mine are infinite on that score; not but .losiah ’s heart is as good and ns 
huinune as iwer was covered by a human breast. God bless him, I love Jiiin dearly with 
all his roughness.* 



f/n'd Nelson to the Russian Ficc Admiral Oiivhuliof, dated Dec. I'j, I798. 

‘ Sir: 1 have not yet heard of the junction, ofl’ Alexandria, of a Turkish and Russian 
squadron with niy invaluable friend Caplain Ifood. I hope soon lo be inforinod lhai all 
the Fi'cnch shipping in Alexandria is destroyed, as also the whole Freiurh army in Jlirypl. 
Malta is blockaded by a squadron of three sail of the line and four Irigales. Mortars and 
cannon luivc been lately sent from this arsenal for the use of the Maltese, Ij.OOO ol‘ whom 
arc in arms against the town of la Valclle. These brave Maltese arc fighting under the 
Neapolitan flag. I most fervently hope that Corfu will soon surrender to the elVorts you 
arc making agtiinst il.~Kgypt is the first object, Corfu the second.’ 

The affairs of Naples were at this time in so desperate a stat(;, that nothing mon; was 
wanting to increase the perplexity and irritability of Lord Nelson. The King had indet'd 
placed himself at the head of his army, but his troops were, led on by Cleneral Mack, It is 
also a fact which was well known to many of the English C'aptuins in liord Nelson’s squa- 
dron, that these troops by whom the King of Naples alone hoped lo preserve his domi- 
nions, luul, owing to a strange fatality, been raised by a French artillery oflicer, J.e Combe 
St. Michel, who had acted his allotted part, as ambassador from the re[)ublic. Having 
received money from the King of Naples, he selected such of his subjects as he knew were 
favourably inclined toAvards the French; the event therefore corresponded SA’ith this deep 
laid treachery: When the King’s army approached the cnenty, the flight of the Neapoli- 
tans became general; their cannon, tents, baggage and even military chest, Avere all left 
behind them. Dejected and overcome by Avhat had happi'iied, the King of Naples retraced 
his steps, and on the I4th of December, 1798» returned home. Preparations Avert; 
insUinlly made, Avith the greatest secrecy, for the retreat of the Royal Family lo Sicil y under 
the protection of Lord Nckson. The Terpsichore, Caplain Gage, Avas left olf I,eghorn, 
according to his Lordship’s directions, with orders from Caplain ’rroubridge in the uncerlain 
stale of T’uscany lo be ready to remove the Grand Duke, our Minister, and the factory, 
iii case circumstances should require it. Should events come to an extremity, Captain 
Gage Avas ordered to proceed off Naples with great caution, and, in case of its being in 
possession of the enemy, he was to proceed to the Lipari islands and impure there 
Avhether the Admiral was at Messina or Palermo. 

It demanded the utmost caution and much address in Lord Nelson to elude the vigi- 
lance of French spies, and to avoid the suspicion of the Nea{)olitan nobles, so us to secure 
the safe rctre.at of the Royal Faqiily. In this, hoAA'evcr, he received very essential service 
from the English Ambassador and Lady Hamilton. At a considerable risk, this extraor- 
dinary and daring woman had explored a subterranean passag(' leading from the palace 
to the sea side. One of the sentries Avas alanncd by a bell that had aceidcntnlly l)ecn 
touched, and but for the presence of mind which Lady flafiiilton displaye<I, the Avhole 
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(lt'sia;n would have? been frnslralcd. Every thing being at length ready for the retreat of 
the llovjil Kainily from Naples to a more secure part of their kingdom. General Pignatelli 
was appointed Vice Regent; and the Ibllowing orders respecting the Neapolitsin ships were 
on the G'Zd of December, 171)8, transinitted by JiOrd Nelson to the Portuguese. Rear Ad- 
miral, the Marquis tie Niza; ‘ Notwithstanding my former orders of yesterday’s date, you 
arc in the present eircunistanees, by the very particular desire of their Sicilian Majesiitvs, 
to obey the folIoM'ing Jnstruelit>ns: 'I’o instantly remove Jier most faithful Majesty’s squa- 
dron to as great a distance from the town as you can, and to nmiove all the Neapolitan 
shij)S of war without your ships, and in east; "of either the entry of the Freneh troops into 
Naples^ or nn insurrection of the people a^ninst its legitimate government, in that event you arc 
to destro}' the ships: but you arc not to consider, under the present circumstances, a re- 
fusal to admit your hunts on shore, as an insurrection against the government; since it may arise 
I'roni fear of tiu; French, in case they unfortunately should get to Naples. And whenias 
General Fortiguerri has received the most positive instructions from the King, to procure 
and send oil* to tin: ships of his Majesty such spars and stores as may be necessary to rig 
them with jury masts, you are therefore to lend them such stores, from the ships under 
your eommand, as may be required to navigate them to the mole of Messina; when you 
are at liberty to take tin* articles lent back agiiin if you w'ant them. When any one ship 
of the ships of his Majesty is j»ut into a stale t«) be navigated, you will directly order her 
to sail and to be manned by part of the crew of the ship you may order to attend her, if 
Neapolitan seamen cannot be found to man her. You will of course direct such men as 
are wanted to equi]! them for sea. Herewith you will receive an order for Captain Hope 
of H. M. S. Alcmenc to j»ut himself under your command. Given on board the Van- 
guard at Naples.’ 

A narrative of the suirsequent procectlings of liord Nelson, with some account of what 
had happened immediately previous to the removal of the Royal I’amily, is thus given by 
himself in an oflicial letter to Earl St. Vincent, dated Palermo, Dec. 28, 1798. ‘ My Lord: 
For many days previous to the embarkation, it was not difficult to foresee that such a thing 
might happen ; J therefore sent for the Goliath from oil’ Malta, and for Captain Troubridge 
in the Culloden and his squadron from the north and west coast of Italy; the Vanguard 
being the only shij) in Naples Ray. On the 14lh of DecemIxT, the Marquis dc Niza. 
with three of the Portuguese scpiadron arriverl from Leghorn, as did Captain Hope in the 
Alcmenc from Egypt; from that lime the danger for thq personal safely of their Sicilian 
Majesties was daily increasing, and nt'w tmasons were found out, even to the Minister of 
war. llic whole correspondence relative to this important business, wsis carried on with 
the greatest address by Lady IJaiiiilton and the Queen; who having been in constant habits 

** The ]iimsngcs in iialie.s were underlinccl by Isord Nehon. ^ 



ofcorrcspoiuloiicc, no one coul<l suspocl llu'in. IL would havp l)(‘< n liiglily inipnulenl.piilH‘r 
in Sir William IJainillon, or niysi'U', to liavo gone to Court, as \w knew lliiit our inoveinciils 
were walehcd, and llial ev(;n an idea was cnlertaiiu'd l)y the .laiobins of arresting our 
persons as hostages, as they foolishly imagined, against the, altaek of Naples should the 
French get j)ossession of it. Lady llauiillon, from that time to (he 'ilsl, everv night 
received the jewels of the Iloyal Family, iS:e. and such elotla s as might be necessary 

for (he very large party about to embark, to the aniouni 1 am confident ol' full two millions 
five hundred thousand pounds sterling. On the 18th, (l«*neral Ma< k wrote that he had no 
prospect of stopping the progress of the French, ami enln.'aled (heir Ma jesties to think of 
nUiring from Naples, Avilh their august family, as cxjiediliously as possible. All the Neapo- 
litan Navy were now taken out of'lhe inoh*, consisting of three sail of the line and three 
fiigatt^s. The seamen from the two sail of the line in (Ik; bay, left their shij)s and w c'iit on 
shore; and a party of Knglish seamen, Avith oHicei's, Avas sent 1‘rom (he\'anguard to assist in 
navigating those ships to a jdace of safety. From the ISlh, various plans Av ert' formed for 
the removal of the Royal Family from the palace to the water side. On the l.Oth, 1 rceei\cd 
a note from Oencral Acton, saying that the King ajiproved of my plan for their embark- 
ation; during that tlay, the 'iOth, and '21st of Dt'cember, very laigt; assemblies of jieople 
Avere in commotiouA and scveml people Avere killed and one Avas dragged by the legs to 
the palace. 'J’he mob on the QOtli were very unruly, and insistctl that the Royal Family 
should not h'avc Naples; however they AV'cre pacified by the King ami Queen speaking to 
them. On the 'ilst, at half past eight P. M. three barges Avith myself ami (.'aptain Ilojie 
landed at a corner of the arsenal. 1 Avent into the Palace and brought out the Avhole 
Rt)yal Family, put them in the bouts, and at half past nine they Avere all safely on boanl 
the Vanguard ; when I gave iimncdiutc notice to all British merchants, that their persons 
would be received on board every and any ship in the sciuadron; their ctlicls of value 
being before embarked in the three English transports which were partly unladen, and 1 
had directed (hat all the condemned provisions should lie thrown overboard, in order to 
make room for their etifects. Sir William Hamilton had also ordcrc'd two vessels to be 
hired for the accommodation of the French emigrants, and provisions were supplied from 
our victuallers. In short every thing has been done for the comfort of all pei-sons einbarki'd. 
I did not forget, in these important movements, (hat it was my duty not to h'ave the (.‘hanci' 
of any ships of Avar falling into the hands of the Fnaich, and theivforc every pn-paration 
had Im'X’ii made for burning them before I sailed; but the reasons giAcn me by (lu ir .Sicilian 
Majesties ‘ had induced me not to destroy them until the last moment. 1 therefon' issued 

* It ia aiagular that Helen Maria Williama, whose work will hi* mciro purticularly nuiicpd in the ycai, 

ahould have asaerlerl the contrary, in, her letters respecting the State of Manners and Opinions in the French \iv~ 
public (Vol. I, p. 14S)« Slie alao states, that Lord Nelson’s vessel was clisuiusted during the passage to Sieiiy, and 
that A polacre, with a cargo of atiei^atits and others belonging to the Court, was sv\ allowed u)> l>v the wave.s : both 
of which are eq^ually incorrect. 



Div (lir('('ti()ns to llic Marquis do \iza . . . and insirucicd him to join me at. Palermo, leaving 
one or two ships l») cruise between Capri and Ischiti, in order to prevent the entrance oi* 
anv I'higlish sliips into the ba}' of Naples. On the 2^d, at seven P. M. the N'anguard, 
Samnile, and Archimedes, with about lw<*nty sail t)f vessels, left, the bay of Na]>le8. The 
jK‘\i day it blew much harder than T evt'r cxpcrieiietul since 1 have been at sea: your l.ord- 
ship will believe my anxiety was not lessened by the great ehargi; that was with me; but 
not a word of uneasiness es<’aped the lips of any of the Iloyal Family. On the 2olh, 
at nine A. M. Prince Albert, their Majesties’ youngt'st child, having aU; a hearty break- 
fast, was taken ill, and at seven P. ^[. died in tht' arms of Lady IJaiuillon: and here it is 
my duty to tell your Lorilship of the obligations which the whole Iloyal Family, as well 
as mysc'lf, were under <in this trying occasion to her La’dyship. 'J’lu5y necessarily came on 
board without a bed. nor could the least preparation be made for their rt'ceplion. Lady 
Hamilton provided her own bed and linen, &e. and became their slave; for, except one 
man, no person belonging to the court assisted the Hoyal Family. 1 must not omit to staU; 
the kindness of Captain Hardy aiul of <‘very oflicer in the Vanguard, all of whom readily 
gav«' up llicir beds for the numerous pei'sons attending the Iloyal Family. At three P. M. 
being in sight of Palei iiu), H. S. M. Koval standard was hoisted at the maintoji-gallant 
masthead of llie X’anguard. 'I'lie Vanguard anchored at two A.M. December 26’, and at 
live 1 attended Jier Majj-sty and all tla* Princesses on shore; the Queen being so much 
arti'cted by the death of Prince Albert, that she could not l)car to go on shore in a public 
manner. At nine A.M. his Majestv went onshore, and was received with the loudest 
acclamations and apparent joy.’ 

Soon after the arrival of the Royal Family at Palermo, which hitherto had been the 
residence of the Sicilian Viceroys, Lord Nelson received an interesting letter from Captain 
'J'roubridge, describing the state of Tuscany. Captain Troubridge mentioned the strange 
conduct of the Manjuis Manfrcdini, who had endeavoured to make the'l'uscans believe that 
all the horrors of war and the loss of their jirojjcrty were inevitable, if the good will of the 
Croat Nation wore not purchased. This Nobleman had been tutor to the Grand Duke, 
and when his Highness succeeded to the government, the ^ranpiis, wdio was esteemed a 
man of abilities, had been crirated Prime IVIinistcr. Nothing could be Ijeltcr than the 
conduct of the pc«)ple of 'J'uscany before this treachery commenced; they had enrolled 
themselves to the number of t>(),00(), and had carried all their silver to the mint. I’he high 
spirit of Ca{)tain Troubridge, in common with that of every oflicer who hud been present 
at Aboukir, was also at this lime particularly insulted by the illiberal manner in which the 
French government had endeavoured to sully the glory of that victory. Utterly devoid 
of that generosity which exalts the vanquished, the eloquenet; of the Parisian orators had 
attempted to vilify what they had not suflicient resolution lo commend. The whole of 
llriot’s speech in the Council of Five Ilandrcd, Sept. If), 1798, htul been of this description; 
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Sind in their tniiiislcriiil psipcr, (he Directcui', Sopt. 25lli) was lln; rollowing cxlraordiiuiv)’' 
jiassagc: ‘ The valour of the English, which so many poor cn-alurcs lake delight to cele- 
brate, consists in nothing else than ovcrpow’cring their enemies by superiority of numbers. 
Nelson, reinforced by every 'J’niilor, after adding to his squadron sspiadrons still more 
numerous, attacked the French on board their ships lying at anchor in an open road. 'I’hc 
British, emboldened by a stupid superiority, could be no other than successful . . . . Jii 
point of glory and renown on which side Avas tin; hero? 'fo burn ships is a kind of puny 
trick Avhieh lx.'speaks iveakness: it was but a hypocrilicsd victory.’ 'fhe Clvf duVabinct 
observed, ‘ 'J'lmt if the Opposition Party in our Parliament retained any degree of em;rgy, 
Admiral Nelson umld not easily jmti/if his eondiicl.’ — J’revious to the aimivcrsary of llie 
rcjiublic, ill September, 1798, and before the news of our victory had rcaehetl Paris, it 
had been publicly given out, that amongst other g/viMd spectacles there would be exhibited 
a superb representation of the English fleet in flannrs; the preparation, howeviT, that 
had been accordingly made for this purpose, ivas afterwards changed into a forlifiod 
harlx)ur. 

At the close of the year 1798, Lord Sjienccr had sent scvcnil lelleis to the noble 
Admiral, from Avhich the following extnicts have been taken. Jn answer to that dated 
Sept. 7th, Lord Spencer said, ‘ Y'our letter relative to tin* Prizes w'hit'h you burnt at 
Aboukir, has been under the consideration of government; and though the case is one for 
which there has never yet been any precedent, and by the strict rules of the servici* could 
not be admitted as a claim, yet I believe 1 <*an take upon me to assure* you, that the sin- 
gular merits of your situation will have such Aveighl, as to induce us to deviate from the 
usual practice; and an arrangement is making to alloAV a sum equivalent to the amount 
of the least valuable of the other prizes ; as it is reasonable to suppose that the ships, which 
you were under the necessity of burning, wen; the Avorst conditioiu'd amongst those that 
vA’crc captured. 7’he Foudroyant Avas already sent out to you, and four bomb Acssels, 
before I received your letter of the I6’th of September. In yours of the 19 th you mention 
the family of the late Captain Faddy of the marines: I liaA’c jiaid all the allcnlion 1 could 
to his widow, and though the age of his son will not alloAV of his receiving a marine com- 
mission immediately, he shall be considered as a candidate I'or one in due time, Avheii 
he shall be qualifled according to our rules.’—* Admiralty, Dec. 25, 1798. I am luqipy to 
find that the Culloden Avas capable of being continued in service, as I Avell know' the A'alue 
you so deservedly set on Captaiif Troubridge’s assistance. In the strict execution of’ the 
King’s orders, respecting the Medals to be given on occasion of the battle of the Nile, 
Captain Troujbridge, not having actually been in action, would have b(x;n excluded; but 
I am very happy to tell you, that I have been expressly authorised by his Majesty to present 
him with a Medal, as well as all the other Captains, in the line on that day, for his services 
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both brtbrc and since, luid for the greal and wonderful exertions he made at the lime of 
the action, in saving and gelling od' his shi|)/ 

'J'he eordialily which had thus prevailed between the first Lord of the Adinirally and Lord 
Nelson, was however at the close of 1798, interrupted by ilic appointment of Captain Sir 
Sidney Smith to cooperate with his brother in the Mediterranean ; and as llie irritation which 
this produced in llie jnind of Lord Nelson has been already laid before the public, it be- 
comes necessary to stale the fart with impartiality and correctness. Lord Spencer's motives 
for this appoinlnienl were consistent with the rest of his upright conduct; and it is to be 
presumed that his Lordship was not entirely aware of the general impression, which such 
an appointment M ould create throughout the Mediterranean. Ministers at that time were 
anxious to make the most of the emotion and sensation which the battle of Aboukir had 
excited in Turkey, and in consequence of Sir Sidney Smith’s former residence at Constan- 
tinople, and his near connexion with the British Minister at the Ottoman Court, they had 
judged it expedient to send out this naval officer. Lord Spencer, however, in obeying the 
delcrniination of the Cabinet, had added, with his usual prudence and attention to the service, 
the folloM'ing clause in his instructions'' to the Commander in Chief: ‘ Should the arrange- 
ment of the force to remain for the present in the Levant to cooperate with the Turks, lead 
to there being only one or two ships of two decks on that service; it may be most advise- 
ablc that, from the local and personal ae([uainlanec Sir Sidney is possessed of with the 
'furkish officers, he should be the senior officer; but 1 have given him to understand, that 
if a large force should be thought necessary, his standing on the list will not admit of it; • 
there being so many Captains of distinguished merit who arc his seniors.’ Earl Spencer 
aftera'ards explained his conduct on this subject to Lord Nelson, in the most open and 
explicit manner, by a privat^letter, dated March 12, 1799, from which it appears, that 
a very great misunderstanding had arisen respecting the nature of Sir Sidney Smith’s 
appointment, who had been sent to serve in the Mediterranean entirely under Lord 
Nelson’s orders. 

Tjord Nelson, on first hearing of this appointment, immediately sent an official and 
afterwards a private letter to Earl St. Vincent, in both of which he requested permission 
to retire. In the first, dated Dec. 50, 1798, from Palermo, after mentioning the manner 
in which his health had suiTcred from the great anxiety he had undergdne, he added: * And 
now finding that much abler Officers are arrived within the dbtrict which I had thought 
under my command, and, I Halter myself, having made die British Nation and our gracious 
Sovereign more beloved and respected than lieretofore; under these chtUmstanccs I 
entreat, if iny health and uneasiness of mind should not; be mended, that I may have your 
Lordship’s permission, to leave tliis station to my gallant and most excellent second in 

Froa the Nelson Papers. 
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command, Captain Troulmdgo, or some oilier of my brave friends who so gloriously iouglu 
ii> llic balllc ot llie Nile. — In his ])rivalc Idler Ihc next day, Dec. ‘Jl, he wrote with less 
reserve: ‘ J do feel, for I am a man, that it is impossible forme lo serve in these seas with 
a siiuadroii under a junior ofticer: Could I have thought it, and from Karl Sjiencer? Never, 
never was I so astonished as your letter made me. As soon as T can get hold of Trou- 
bridge, I shall send him to Egypt to endeavour to tiestroy the shi[)s in Alexandria. If it 
can be done, Troubridge will do it. Sir Sidney writes to SirW. Hamilton, that he shall 
go lo Egypt and take Captain Hood, and the sipiadron, umler his command. He has no 
ordei-s from you to take my ships away. Pray grant me your permission to retire.’ 

Earl St. Vincent i^'tnniod the following answer: ‘ I am not surprised at your feelings 
being outraged, at the attempt SirJsidney Smith is making to wn’sl a jiarl of your sipiadron 
from you. I have received much the same letter from him, as the one you describe to have 
been addressed to SirW. Hamilton; a copy of which, with my answer, you have enclosed, 
and ordei>i for you to take him inunediaUdy under your command. 1 have informed Lord 
Spencer of all these proceedings. For the sake ol‘ your Country and the existence of its 
power in the Levant, moderate your feelings and continue on your station. With leave 
to go home in ray pocket, I dare not avail myself of it, because I think his Afajesty’s ser- 
vice would suffer by ray absence. In this I may be mistaken, for Lord Keith is certainly 
an able man ; but having been three years in the irainuiel.s of this command, and having 
found the means to enforce Obedience lo my orders in the refracloity, 1 ('(tI 1 can do more 
than a new man. 'L'he sensations you must have gone through before and since your 
(h'parture from Naples, must have been very trying; nevertheless, I trust the greatness of 
your mind will keep up the body, and that you will not think of abandoning the Royal 
Family, whom by your firmness and address you have preserved from the fate of their late 
royal relations in France. Employ Sir Sidney Smith in any manner you think proper: 
Knowing your magnanimity, 1 am sure you will mortify him as little as possible, con- 
sislcntly with what is due to the great characters senior to him on the list.’ 

These sentiments of Earl St, Vincent were supported by nearly a similar letter from 
General 0*Haia, Governor of Gibraltar; in which he said; * I trust, my dear liord, that 
our Government has sufficient honour, dignity, and wisdom, lo support Officers of such 
splendid merit ^ yours against any machinations. I hope you will not quit the station 
in times of such critical danger, but stick by the bark with your usual spirit, ability and 
forlifode. llie Right of the Royal Family of Naples was a circumstance that would so c('r- 
tainly happjen, not to give me the smallest surprise; but between ourselves, it is a mutter 
of asfoni|)lmu^t( how SirW. H^ilton, after residing in that sink of ai)oininaiiun for thirty 
” years, qoul^ ev^ have any- hojper Pf pluce any confidence in ’Neapolitan Faith, Virtue, 
or Courage;’. / 
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Litrd l\vhnn to Conwioilorc Duchtsorth. 

‘ ]\fy (Irar Sir: 1 liave rtn'eivod tljo notification ortho force expected from Orest,' and 
if tin’v do net into the Mrdil('rranean, I am f'onlidt'iil they will first go to 'I'oulon; which 
AvJicn 3 'ou are apprised of, I snhmit to your consideration, in concert with his Excellency 
CJcneral Stuart, the propriety of uiiiliiig our forces : At what point this would be Iwst, I 
should be tndy happy in coinciding with you and the (Jcncral. 1 am well aware of the 
small force of the (Jeneral and j'ourself, shouhl an invasion of Minorca lake place; but 1 
ha\e the very highest opinion of Ccneral Stuart, who by his abilities would make even a 
bail army a good one. I wish to send you two sail of the line, and to request your look 
out upon 'roulon : 1 am sun' it cannot be in belU'r hands; but our situation respecting 
Italy every day alters from bad l(» worse, so that I cannot answer for my jHxisent inten- 
tions. \ oil may be assured of niy ardent desire to do every thing w'hicli can render your 
coininaiid pleasant, and for the security of the invaluable acquisition of Minorca.' 

Erom the lime of the King of Sicily’s retreat ffoin his metropolis of Naples, Lord 
Nelson’s ship became, eventually, his Majesty’s seat of government, whence the royal man- 
dates wi're issued. On the Cih of January, an order was given out by the King, 

dated from the ^’angnard, that all Frenchmen of w'halevcr description should leave the 
island of Sicily ; and that an English Iransjiort of ()00 tons would be ready, on the next day, 
to receive the French emigrants. On the 7lh of .lauuar}'. Captain Troubridge, who had 
arrived on the .5th, sailed with the Culloden, Theseus, Hull Dog and some victuallers, to 
Syracuse, to collect the, bombs that were destined U) attack the French ships in the harbour 
of Alexandria, and on the .9lh he passed through the Faro of Messina, and soon afterwards 
Captain liouis in the Minotaur wnis detached to protect Leghorn. 

In addition to the late orders which Lord Nelson had issued to the Marquis de Niza, 
respecting the preservation of his Sicilian Majesty’s fleet, previous to selling sail from 
Naples; his Lordship in writing to the Portuguese Commander, January 3, 1799, said, * I 
cannot but rejoice that you have not burnt the Neapolitan ships of war; for until the 
arrival or near approach of the French, it was the particular desire of their Sicilian Majes- 
ties they should not be destroyed, and for w ise reasons. If you leave Naples, I rest assured 
you will give strict directions that my orders to your Lordship are obeyed.’ 

Nothing could be more clear and honourable than the conduct which both his Sicilian 
Majesty and Lord Nelson pursued on this trying emergency. The Neapolitan fleet, on 
the Marquis de Niza’s being obliged to leave the bay of Naples, was afterwards, intrusted, 
with a repetition of Lord Nelson’s orders by the Marquis, to the care of the Portuguese 


* Orders had been received Brest, so far back as October 15, 1798, for six line of battle ships to be immedi- %► 
alely completed for Tonloo ; bat only four bad been named for that service, tlie Jean Jactiues, Jemappe, and 
Zell', of 74 guns, and the Formidable of 80. 
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Coniinoaorc, Donald Campbell, who afterwards fell himself compelled, in consefpience 
of Ihe indecision and suspicious conduct of the Neapolitan Ceneral Pignatclli, to destroy 
their ships. On first hearing; of this. Lord Nelson immediately sent the followini; letter 
to the Marquis, who was then at Palermo, ilaled Jan. 11, 1799. ‘ My dear J.ord: Reports 
are at Court, that although the French were not at Naples, nor near being so, (for whilst 
an army was covering Naples, the enemy could not be considered as near taking it), Com- 
modore Campbell has burnt all the Neapolitan .ships of war. Now, as this conduct is in 
.positive disol)edicnce of my ordera to your J^ordship, I have to request tlial you will inform 
me, whether your Lordship has given any orders to Comnuxlorc Camjjliell in contradiction 
to mine? I only beg that I may not sec the Commodore until this vt;ry serious matter is 
explained to my satisfaction.’ llic Marquis replied on the sanu; day to his Lordship, and 
cleared himself fmm all suspicion, by sending a copy of the orders that had been left. On 
the subsequent arrival of Commodore Campbell at Palermo, he addressed the following 
exculpation of his conduct to the Admiral, dated on board the Alphonso, Jan. 13, 1799. 
* I flatter myself that your Lordship, on perusing my enclosed correspondence with (lencral 
Pignatelli, and the detail with which I now accompany it, will admit, ’I'hat circumstances 
did exist which justified me in thinking it was necessary to destroy the Noa])olilan ships, 
nor hazard their falling into the hands of the enemy. In my correspondence, your Lord- 
ship may observe the very suspicious part which he acted ; and those suspicions were 
much confirmed, on finding the General had been addressed by a tumuliuous assemblage 


of the people, to mount the guns on the Mole agiiinst the ships . . . Circumstanced, my 
Lord, as the city of Naples was with the near approach of the enemy, I saw no t)lhcr 
alternative than to destroy the ships and come away agreeable to my orders.’ 

Commodore Campbell's enclosed Correspondence with the General, entered at con- 
siderable length on this subject, and removed much of the blame from himself, to the 
disgraceful indecision of Pignatelli. 'Traitors strangely nestled amongst the higher ranks 
of .the Neapolitans: the mob, as Lord Nelson observed in one of his letters, were cerlaiidy 
loyal, the nobility to a man were Jacobins. Campbell, throughout, strenuously pre- 
served the loyalty and energy of a Briton, as will appear from the following extracts : In 
his third letter to Pignatelli, dated January 4, 1799, he had said, ‘ 1 take the liberty to 
propose that you will aftn, with' the greatest haste, 10 or 12,000 patriots, who according 
to my information have voluntarily offered themselves to defend their Country. Thai 
nttinber, joined to General Mack's army, would form a force sufficient to destroy the 
enemy. I wish it were in my p<5wer to land any of our people, to act wiih the corjxs f 
propose to you to raise ; but as our mett are employed on other objects in the service of 
H.S.M. I cfm make you no ojtlier oflec than to assure your Excellency, that 1 will with 
the most lively . desiM accompany the vokinteers to Capua, if you approve of it ... I hope 
voi,. II. ^ ‘ • 0 . 
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you will answer me quickly and deiiiiitivcly. ITalf measures in this critical coniuncture 
will not serve us. ’I he late ol Naples depends upon Capua; therefore if you do not take 
d»*finiiivc measures, I must.’— -In his fourth letter, written the next day, Cainplxdl had added, 
* 1 am obliged to contcmplaU*, in a very unfavourable point of view', the nwistance that may 
Ix! expected from the troops in Capua without iuimcdiately applying the enthusiasm of 
the pct>plc, which your Excellency confesses docs exist, to that {mint of defence; but in- 
stead of that, 1 see that the civic corps your Exctillcucy speaks of^ arc solely diiectcd to 
the internal defence and the establishment of civil order in the City. In the present critical 
and dangerous position of affairs, the only remt'dy, is to fall upon the enemy with the 
greatest number of people that can be collected together; and instead of abating the zeal 
of the common people by the authority of the civic corp;, to unite them and march against 
the I’lXMich: who hourly gain strength not only from their daily reinforcements, but also, 
which is of more consequence, from the considerable number of their partizans whom, by 
iiK'ans of their well known and accustomed intrigues, they employ to their purpose not 
only in the army, but also in Naples. It is consistent witli my knowledge, that a French 
proclamation has Ixcn circulated in Naples, to mollify the public mind in favour of a Re- 
public; amongst many other conditions which they propose, they offer the Neapolitan 
otlicers of the Army, and Navy, a continuation of the same rank and emoluments which they 
actually enjoy from the King of Naples; and to those who distinguish themselves by their 
activity in establishing a republic, a step of preferment. Your Excellency, in your letter 
of the 3d instant, informed me of your project of treating with the enemy for an Aimistice. 
In my answer I proi)osed to your Excellency a doubt, whether the French, in the terms of 
such an armistice, might not insist on withdrawing the Neapolitan ships from under my 
charge; to which your Excellency makes me no reply ... I am sorry you think it neces- 
sary to offer the Portuguese seamen a reward, either to serve the King of Naples, or to 
distress the enemy; let me assure you that it is not for interest, but for the honour of tlieir 
Nation that they serve.’ 

Without dwelling loo long on a Correspondence so honourable to the memory of Camp- 
bell, he on January 7, 1799, had informed General Pignatelli; That the boats from the 
shore had proceeded to pillage his .Sicilian Majesty’s ships in the roads, and liad even^gone 
the length of firing on some of the Portuguese boats sent with orders to keep them' itt a 
distance, as the Commodore had w'ished by such leui^t measures to avoid any dispute,, 
or to interrupt tlie tranquillity of the city; but finding that thdr insolence on that day 
became intolerable, * I ordered,’ added he, ‘ one of thcir boats with six men who wem 
in the act of robbing, immediately to lie burnt as an example to the rest . . . I must 

tell your Excellency that 1 think it extremely extraosdinary, foero can tlie mn alfost 
uneasiness in the mind of any person well affected to hU Sovereigu^ on seeing wai^^ 



stor^ sent to thislrquadron: I shall l)e obliged to consider the refusal of those stores, as 
a failure of llic cooperation whieh ought to subsist between us.'— Conmiodore Campbell 
closed this corfespondence with Pignatelli, on the 8lh of January, in the following words; 

* 1 have Hipeatedly informed your Excellency, that operations at sea will not admit of 
delay. Your not answering at a competent lime the question in my two last letters, whe- 
ther Naples is actually in danger, cither from the, a[)proach of the enemy, or from the 
discontents of the people.^ 1 have got under weigh, which is all 1 liax c; now to say to your 
E.\cellcncy.’ 

On the 14th of January, 1799» Sir John Acton sent the following information to Lord 
Ndson, respecting this Vicar General and Vice llcgimt. ‘ We are at this moment surprise-d 
with a strange report about a mqst infamous Armistice,' which Pignali'lli has dared to 
subscribe himself^ contrary to the orders specified in his instructions; wherein the. kingdom 
was to be itefended to the last stone in Calabria. A council is to be held to night and 
to morrow on this extraordinary conduct.' 

The King of the Tm SiciUes to his Vicar General Prince Tignalelli, dated Palermo, 

January 15, 1799. 

* At the time when from the urgency of circumstances and the good dispositions 
jnanifested by the people, to which in your former letters you have doin' justice, I expected 
a general rising in defence of the Capital of my Kingdom, I rea’ived yours of the l'2th 
instant, which informs me of the disgraceful TiX'aty that has been concluded, in conse- 
quence of the most absurd instructions given by you to persons directed to negociate with 
the enemy: by which I see the greatest part of my realm, though imcomjuered, given up 
with a view of sparing the capital ; when it is obvious that these concessions must lead to 
the irretrievable loss of my whole kingtlom. I have been more surprised that you have 
acted in tlus unwarrantaWe manner, as you had no powers fnnn me for such negociations. 
Tlie ioBtructions 1 left with you were of a tendency very dificrent. In concluding such a 
'Freaty you may either have foigottcn you have a Master, or have remembt;red it only for 
the purpose of imposmg on him the most scandalous and disgraceful terms. You may 
suppose how much I aih incensed, at finding the trust I had given you betrayed in such a 
manner, and how* indignant I feel against your unworthy advisers. F. 11.’ 

. Loid Nelson,' in sending his Commander in Chief an account of the whole prweeding, 
January 16, added, ‘ I have offered to go myself to the bay of Naples, but both the King 
and Qu^n have so seriously pressed me not to move, that I cannot do it: they have fears, 
and'hare;.confidence in me for ttieir safety. Jatmary 19- Things arc going from bad to 
worse.* I hive before me the poor Queen^s letter, of this morning, to our dear Lady Hamilton, 


' in die'Ff^h isanp. before jenoaryioth, by Cliampioiiet ; and the IVitict' di: Milinno and 

da OeMT, WgnateUi, Viceroy of the kingdom of Naples. 
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whom to SCO is to admire, but, to know, are to be added honour and req^t; her head and 
licari surpass her beauty, which cannot be equalled by any thing 1 have seen. I know it 
is 1m r wish to write to you, and she will if it bo possible. — Mack" has disappeared. The 
few remaining cowardly troops arc disarmed. Jan. 25, 1799» *« coniinmtion. \Vc have 
hud nothing dimet from Naples .siiH'o the 19th; on that day Prince Moliterni, w'ho ha? 
been ('hosen General by the peojile for his loyalty to the King, but who forgot himself at 
tlio moment of his exultation; had i)ccn deposed, according to report, and a butcher ele- , 
rated to the dignity: but this system cannot go on, a goveniment which only exists by the 
caprice of a mob cannot last. Naples must be revolutionised, unless the Emperor acts 
with vigour and speed. February Is/. Vanguard and Minerve are gone olT Malta to see 
if they can be useful to Ball. Bellerophon, wanting a Jittic putting in order, has my flag 
on Imard until Vanguard returns. Reports say the mob at Naples are in arms, and go 
from house to house demanding money to keep die French out. This conduct must end 
in the destruction of the Monarchy. A Parliament is called here, Uie Queen has her 
doubts about their temper; and 1 have promised, under my hand, not to leave her unless 
by her desire.’ 

'J'lic French, having thus previously corrupted and poisoned the good sense of the higher 
ranks in Nu{>lcs, entered that city on the 23d of January, 1799, when much resistance was 
made by the mob. This undisciplined mtdtitude, consisting chiefly of loyal Lazsseroni, 
amounted to 50,000 men, and displayed considerable resolution, even when the French army 
and its artillery had obUiined possession of the principal streets. Concealed treachery, 
however, rendered every exertion of patriotism inefiectual; and the subjugation of the Nea- 
politans was, for a time, completed by the abject mummery and daring blasphemy of the 
wretched ministers of their religion: a day being actually appointed for a solemn Te Deura, 
when every one was invited to return thanks to the Most High for the glorious entry of the 
French troops. On the 27 lh, General Chnmpionet publicly announced tliat the Neapolitan 
Monarchy was destroyed, and a republic established in its stead, styled the Parthenopean; 
in which Dominico Ccrillo, late physician to the King, and Flavio Pirelli, formerly p^i- 
dent of the royal chamber, took their allotted parts. The Prince of Moliterni, who was 
appointed commander in chief, had addressed the loyal Lazzeroni,and had begged that they 
would shoot him if he ever betrayed their conlulencc;" yet was this at the very time, when 
he was intriguing with the French to give up the castles on their approach to Naples: He 
afterwards accompanied the French General to the same Ijaazcroni, and desired, as their 

i • ' ’ ’ . 

** He had taken refuge, as it asserted, in the French camp. Lord Nelson had been at thiatime informed, that 
there was no doubt of General Mack’s being then in private conference with some persons high in the leieretB at 
Vienna, to counteract the projects of the King of Naples,- and that the Cabinet at Vienna Imd still resolved to act 
upon the same ruinous principles. ^ From the Nelson papers. 
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King had abandoned and r(»bbod them, that they would now lliank (he Great Nation for 
giving Ihein lilwity, and lilan-aling them from slavery— The Princes della Torrella and 
llocca Roniana, whose properly was very great, also accepted ol' commissions in (he 
.national guard. 

Whilst such was the deplorable state of the kingdom of Naples, and the alarming 
situation of its Hoyal Pamily, whose hopes and comforts C(|ually rested upon FiOrd Nelson 
and the force lie commanded; the Dutchy of Tuscany, and the cruel insults to which the 
King of Sardinia wtis exposed, demanded also a very large share of his Lordship's judg- 
ment and decision. Throughout the whole of the subsi^pient proceedings, his Excellency 
the IIoii. W. Wyndhani displayed an energy and impartiality, which all the artifice of 
French intrigue could not affect ; tind the cooperation of Captain Louis, stationed off the 
port of IjCghom, was at all times worthy of his professional charJicter. 'I’owards the end 
of January, 1799# the arrival of a very rich English convoy had been daily cxpcclc«l. On 
the 23d, Mr. Wyndham had presented a note on the subject to the Grand Duke; and after 
a meeting of the principal merchants on the 28(h, it hud betm decided, that the convoy on 
its arrival should not cuter the port of Jxghorn, but should be placed under the proti'ction 
of Captain Jjouis in the roads, until further means could l)c devised for its security. 'I'lie 
threats of Salicetti and other Jacobins, the dccx'itful conduct of the enemy’s (icncrals, and 
the near neighbourhood of the French army, kept Tuscany at that time in a very jirecarious 
slate; and as Mr. Wyndham added in his official note, ‘ There was r(‘ason to believe, that 
if the French had not yet atUickcd the government, it was only to wait the arrival of this 
rich convoy, in order to ensure its capture.’ 

During these proceedings, the King of Sardinia and his family, justly apprehensive of 
the treachery of French friendship, had arrived at I'^lorencc, and were lodged in one of the 
Grand Duke’s palaces, about a mile without the city, liis Majesty intended to seek an 
asylum in Sardinia: feeling that an over peaceable disposition on the part of the Emperor, or 
a sudden declaration of war, might either of them prove his ruin; and that, when the Fivnch 
chose to pronounce it, thirty-six hours would at any time be sufficient to accomplish his 
destruction. His Majesty afterwards embarked on board a Danish frigate that hud arrivi'd 
at Leghorn, whose Captain had oftered to convey him safely to Cagliari ; and which was 
preferred on account of the neutrality of Denmark. Mr. Wyndham, in his letters from 
!^oiehce, informed lx>rd Nelson of various circumstances that had preceded and atlciuicd 
this transaction. * Feb. 6, 1799. The King of Sardinia is very grateful to your Lordship for 
leavmg a force off LeghOTU. 1 feel most sincerely your attention in sending Captain Louis, 
vho86>conduct gives great satisfaction to this Court, and who in every respect is a proper 
person for the service; uniting cool judgment and address with every other (juality neces- 
sary for a military chaiactca*, and concurring with me candidly for the public service. That 
vox., xt. « e • 
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horrid nionslor Sulicetti, member of the council of five hundred, is hem on a mission from 
the J)in*(:lorv : he declares openly that Tuscany will be mvolulionised in Lent. Manfredini 
three days since called upon Salicelli, who was unwell ; Salicctti took him by the hand; 
and in the presence of about twelve })crsons of id! ranks, said, Quoiqw. Maufredim soU aiiprcs 
(Cun Prince, il est cependant un dcs mdlleurs amis que nous ayons. It is reported that Uic 
King of Prussia has told the Directory that he will not suffer their treatment of the King 
of Sardinia, whom they must replace on his throne. His Majesty is still here and sutlers 
much from convulsions, occasioned by the hard usage and violent treatment he is obliged 
to put up with from the French commissary w ho attends him, and others, who are appointed 
to thw'arl his wishes and contradict him on frivolous and vexatious pretexts. When the 
King three days since talked of going on his journey to* Leghorn, the French commissary 
Cliiboux said to him, Vous nc pariirez point, ce n‘ est pas a vous a conmander, e'est a vous a 
refevoir nos ordres. I am sorry to say his Majesty is not belter treated by Venturi, a jacobin 
nobleman. Salicctti is I he avowed enemy of Italy, a disciple of Robespierre, and unites 
the two characters of a native of Corsica and a member of the five hundred. I liave the 
honour to enclose a copy of a Idler from the Count Moccnigo, the Emperor of Russia's 
Minister to this Court. He tells me, that the Emperor sends 6*0,000 troops to Italy: those 
which march by land are already arrived at Sallxburgli. 

‘ l eb, l(i, 1 799. 1 1 is Sardinian Majesty “ proposes sailing to morrow, or next day at latest 
from /bighorn, if the wind permits. His Majesty's cruel situation could not fail to call 
forth the feelings of any man, who possesses loyalty and honour. 1 therefore proposed and 
concerted with a person in H. M. confidence, to secure tlie Royal Family of Sardinia from 
any future insults on iheir passage by sea; and the same person was accordingly employed 
by me, to arrange with Captain Louis a mode of escorting the King and his suite to Cagliari ; 
in such a manner that the French commissary should not know an English vessel was 
engaged to attend on the voyage. We had some idea of an intent of the French to inter- 
cept H. M. on the passage by their privateers; and the noted France8cbi,cbief of the French 
and Corsican privateers in these seas, had l)cen peculiarly active of late in arming and 
equipping a number of vessels best suited for resistance, apfiarcntly in concert with the 
French commissary and consul. The total impossibility of knowing how events might turn 
out after the King’s landing in Sardinia, has induced H. M. to uegociate with mO for tlie 
security of his person, and the protection of the only state which now lemainit tq him. 1 
cannot sufficiently commend Captain Louis for his generous zeal and kind c^currence in 
this affair. Il may strike your Lordship, as it does me^’that Sardipifti* Ihoj^b at present 
in a depressed stale and incapable of rendering us gny assistance, may at some period, - 

'• The King was not able to get under sail until Feb. S3 ; when be was protected by jtbvT^itfhoK, Cbpk Gage. ' ■ 
* These ideas of Mr. Wyadham were afterwards adopted and acted upowhy Loid Ndido.' 
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and perhaps not far diatant, be a source of peal comfort and a post of importance for the 
md^ry opemuons of the BriUsh fl™, in tlmse seas.’-On U,e dd of Mamlt, ,799. the King 

Itrf n T1 '»"<>“<" "f 

French, dated from Caglian roads; in which he declared, ‘ Upon the fiiiUi and n oni of a 
King, timl Im not only had never infringed, even in ,i,e slightest degree, the Treaties that 
had been made with the French republic; but on the contrary had olMcrvcd them ivilh 
such scrupulous eaaetness. and with such demonstrelion, of ami^and eondesecBion. as 
fai exceeded the obligations he liad contracted/ 


On Ihc arrival of the expected convoy at Leghorn. Marcli Ulh, iin<lor ihe care of the 
Jlellcrophon, the govcrnmenl of Tuscany became greatly agitated and alarmed. Upwards 
of 1000 French had arrived at Pistbia, and the same number were to Ibilow: anoilK^r body 
ol ho«e and foot, with artillery, had marched from Jlologna to Florence, and two French 
frigates were cruising off Genoa in order to cooperate in an attack on IsCghom. 'I’he whole 
of the French army under Gauthier amounted to ujiwards of 6000 men. Mr. Wyndham 
immediately left Florence, and wrote to Lord Nelson. March 16, begging to be informed. 
Whether amidst the variety of calls for support, any prospect of assistance could be pro- 
mised to the Grand Duke and tlie British merchants? Jn the mean time Captain Darby 
had been directed by his Excellency, at the urgent request of the English factory, to proceed 
with the merchant ships to Sicily, leaving only a few that wore laden with perishable com- 
modities. The Grand Duke firmly resolved to abide his fate; but had requesUrd that an 
English man of war might remain at Leghorn to save him and the Royal Family, should 
the French tesolve to send off H. R. H. by sea. ‘ My duty,’ added Mr. Wyndham, March ‘22, 

* is to remain at my station, as long as the Grand Duke is here, and you may be sure 1 shall 
not swerve from the post of honour. It is impossible to know the intentions of the French, 
we can only guess at them by measuring the utmost degree of villainy and barbarity! 
Generd Scherer has spot a message from Milan avowing his instructions to take possession 
of •X^horn, as the French have intelligence that the Russians mean to make a landing * 
thera;E.afid desiring the Grand Duke to send cither Cersini, or Manfrcdini to him to nego- 
ciate*' : Corsini ivoafd not go, but Manfrcdini went.'— A .short time after this, March 25, 
I^horn was occupied by General Miollis, and Florence possessed bj' General Scherer. 

The Naval War on the coast of Egypt, and the ineffectual cooperation of the Turks, 
claimed also; the attcnlidn of Lord Nelson. Captain Troubridge, whilst at Syracuse, in 
writing to him, Jan. 23^ said, ‘ Ten French vagabonds, who belonged to a bombard, came here 
yesterday fn^ Agosca, Wi^ one hundred and forty of their countrymen from Alexandria. 
Whilst iu'^uturantine^dij^ frue Fienchmen, Uiey insulted the inhabitants ; and they in return 
•tnas^clled'ti^ ten, who escaped here. I think the people seem inclined to 

despat^ t)l^'tlif;l|^i|j^e-way: Jf tell tliem. it is the only cure fora Frenchman. I took 
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two, and iliivaloncd to return them, wliich produced the following information: That 
Buoiiaparlo is reduced to 15,000 men, and is totally surrounded by the Turks. These 
Frcnclimcii described the latter as Ixiing like the hair of their heads, always growing. 
U])\vards of 1000 of tl:c French soldiers are in a state of blindness. The Turks take no 
prisoners, of course they must soon annihilate them. 'I’lie plague also was beginning to 
shew itself. —I have not heard from the Neapolitan shi])S at Messina since I wrote; but f 
really think if they Inav#* treasure on board, the people are likely to take them to Naples.' 

Captain Hood had also on the !l6th of January sent an account of his proceedings to 
the Admiral: On the 28lh of November, 1798, thc'l’urkish gun boats and the other vessels 
of that nation, had received Captain Hood’s permission to sail for Rhodes, or any of the 
adjacent ports, with |iarticular instructions to be in a proper state for immediate service. 
* I’hcrc Avas no alternative,' added Captain Hood, * about their going away, as they became 
in want of every thing; and it Avas so far fortunate, as the Avealher Ave have since experienced 
has been severe. Captain Foote has lately captured a merchant boat Avith tobacco, and 
about seventy shells for thirteen inch mortars, in Hequieres bay; the SAvillsure has mortal's 
of that siae taken from Nelson’s island. The enemy AA'erc sending the shells from Alex- 
andria to the Nile, for some other part of Egypt; seA’eral others of the same kind have also 
atlcniptcd to pass, thinking our boats could not move at so late a period in the winter. 
Ca[)lains Ilallowell and I’oote avIio luive been recently stationed there, have exerted them- 
selves Avith their usual alertness. We have been hard run for provisions; but I shall avoid 
going doAvn the Mediterranean as long tis possible, as I foresee the fell of Acre, and pro- 
bably a greater part of Syria the moment avc quit this station.’ 

During the ensuing month of March, 1799» Buonaparte, in writing to Ghezzar Pasha at 
Acre, said, ‘ In a fcAV days I shall march against Acre; but why should 1 go to deprive an 
old man, with Avhom 1 am not acquainted, of the fcAv remaining years of his life.® What 
are a feAV miles more of territory, in comparison of those Avhich I have already conquered.^ 
And, as God grants me victory, I Avill, like him, be clement and merciful not only towards 
the people, but towards the great. Vou have no solid reason for being my enemy,’ &c. &c. 
The aged Ghezzar ’s verbal reply was short: You may march agahut Acre token you pleate. 
1 shall be prepared for you', and will bury myoelf in the ruins of the place, rather than let it 
fall into your hands. 

Another object on which the anxious mind of Lord Nelson was continually intent 
throughout the Avhole of the year 1799, was llie reduction of the island of Malta, by tlic 
vigilance of liis distinguished associate Captain Ball. * My chagrin and disappointment/ 
wrote that officer, January 29, * at not getting into la Valette are not to be described. It 
occasioned me a slight fever, of Avliich 1 am now recovered. 1 shall hope soon to find ofit 
the traitor in the Russian party; nine tenths of the people wish to be under the English 
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governinenl. 'J’hc Russians have never sent any sliips here; anti I am corlain the Maltese 
would not listen to any nation, Avhile they have a prospect of being protected by the 
English. The Maltc^se chiefs have raised 600 men on whom they may depend; whenever 
they make an attack, they are to Ik*, supported by 4000 men, who stimulated by example 
may act with vigour: they seem ashamed of their former <*onduct. 'I'lit*. Chiefs tixpress 
themselves much hurt at the treachery of Ciuillaume Lorenzi, the head of the late plot. 
Your Lordship will hear from many quarters of the strong attachment which the Maltese 
evince for the English, whom they esteem from principle. 1 can answer that TSlalta would 
pay fourfold the expence of maint<iining it, by becoming a great dep6t for the. British munu- 
faeturcs, which may be sent from thence to'I’ripoli, 'Funis, Sicily, and the coast to the east- 
ward. 'J’he Maltese export a grtxit deal of cotton to Spain. Malta would also be a great 
check to the Barbary states, Avho will now stand more in dread of us, and at the same time 
feel the benefit of our trade ; and should even Sicily turn against us, w'c could get our sup- 
plies of corn elsewhere, and l)e such a chock upon them as would be of the most essential 
service to the cause of his Sicilian Majesty. March 31 . Commodore Canipi>ell has behaved, 
whilst under my command, in a manner that does him great credit, and J have very great 
satisfaction in speaking of his officer like conduct upon all occasions. I had also real 
pleasure in having it in my power to do justice to Captain Nisbet's conduct ami judgment 
when at Girgenti. I am very glad your Lordship has awakt'ncd the* Bashaw of 'IVipoli to 
a sense of his danger, should he allow the army of Buonaparte to march into his dominions 
that they may pass to Europe. The world is not sufficiently actpiainted with your Lord- 
ship’s nuisterly stroke of policy, in landing all the French seamen and prisoners at Ah'x- 
andria. 1 hope they will never be j)crmittcd to return to Europe until a general peace 
takes place.* 

Lord Nelson to H. R. 11. the Duke ofClarencCy dated Pdlermoy Feb. 2, 1799. 

. * Sir: I was yesterday honoured widi your Royal Highness’s kind letter; and it was with 
real sorrow that I saw, for one moment, you had been displeased with me. But, like your- 
self, it p as«<*^d away, and your friendship, on which 1 have and always shall pride mystdf, 
remains for one who is attached to your R. li. inferior to none in this worUl. Indeed, 
Horatio Nelson is the same, as your goodness has ever known him to Ihj, attached, aftec- 
tionate and unchangeable. With one hand to a wounded head, and, I may now mid, with 
my heart full; and the business of fifteen sail of the line, besides ray near connection with 
the shore.. I have sent Troubridge and some bombs to Egypt, to endeavour to do that 
which could have been done, if I had possessed the means, in forty-eight hours after the 
action. It is now doubtful; but my gallant friend will do what man can do. 1 beg your 
. Rnyfd to believe that I am ever your attached Nelson.* 

, Vot. II. ^ a® . 
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On iho 9ll> of February, 1799i Lord Nelson, when apologising to Captain Locker for 
having been so long silent, gave him ample proof that their fonner intimacy was not ibtgot. 
* 1 well know your own goodness of heart would make all due allowances for tny present 
situation. You, my old friend, after twenty seven years acquaintance^ know that nothing 
can alter my attachment and gratitude to you. I have been yoiir scholar. It was you who 
tauglit me to board a Frenrhmaii, by your conduct -when in the Expei^ent. It was you 
M'ho always told me. Lay a Frenchtnan clo$et and you*tt beat hhh. And my only merit in my 
]>rofe8sion is being a good pupil. Our friendship^ will never end but with our lives.' 

'Ihe following letters from his Lordship, to Earl St. Vincent, tidee a retrospective view of 
the events that had been {)assing in Italy. ‘ Feb. 13, J^alermo. Our news from Calabria 
is very bad ; as most of the towns have planted the tree of liberty, and the madness 
approaches the coast towanls Sicily. In this island are 'many discontented people, virho 
have shewn themselves in various places in a manner contrary to law, and nearly approaidi- 
ing n^bellion. Thus situated, who can say but the chance is, that the Royal Family will be 
obliged once more to take refuge under the British flag? 1 have letters from Mr. Wynd- 
ham at Florence, who represents the situation of Tuscany as very critical. The French 
make no scruple of declaring their intention of revolutionising the Grand Dulchy. Not 
content with turning the King of Sardinia out of Piicdmont, they intended seising his person 
after he left Leghorn by some of their privateers, and carrying him to Corsica; for if they 
could have prevented it, his Majesty would never have got to Sa^inia. Captaip Louis 
had been requested to allow the Terpsichore to gOf as if by accident, in company with the 
vessel : for, to such a state of degradation is this Mpnardi redueed, Uiat he dared, not pnMicly 
accept of the offered protection of the Britiidi dag< Ills Holiness the Pope is not expected 
to live. 'I'he French ordered >him, although living in Tuscany, to quit that countiy and 
repair to Sardinia; and when he represented his ill state of health, Saiicetti was piosent 
when the old man s blisters were taken off', to see he did not sham: howerer he soon 
be at rest from all his cares and troubles. As to myself, I see but glooiny prospects |dok 


which way I will. We have accounts that 60,000 Russians are arrived at SaJtzjbuig, tte 
German side of the Tyrol; but as the Russians have been marching the Vrhtde. wai^'so tiiiay'- 
will I fear arrive too late in Italy. At present I see but little -prospi^t: of jhife ^ 
several vessels with provisions arc got in. Ball is iode&ligal^^ .;aiiil.hM;g^j]^^ 
short, my dear Lord, every tiling maklis me sick, 'to ste things; gU to the devtt tq « 

have the means of prevention.'—In a letter which he had iMDsityed about 


H. R. H. the Duke of Clarence, it was justly retm^tkid, * 'fha . ’« 

place in Italy, were not indeed such as your giorioal action ^ed us# 

suffered the favourable moment to escape, and. cQiiSeqnently ?tKe'^n|fe^^)fj|^^ 
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Naples have fallen victims to the Directory. It is astonishing that Europe cannot, or will 
not, 4ee that resistance alone can meet the exigence of the lime.’ 

iirgfc4S, in continuation to Earl St. Vincent. ‘ At Naples there are only as yet 6(i00 
wc hear they are forming a new army of 20,000 men, and 1 dare say they will 
be niade to fight. Into Calabria and the provinces the French have not dared to advance; 
altliough the nobles, who have remained at Naples, had written to their vassals to plant 
i;he tree of liberty, which has been done and cut down again in many places. A Carilinal 
is the Vicat General in those provinces; and by preaching and money he has collected a 
number of people* Still nothing can be said, whctlier all is lost, or may yci l)e saved ; that 
must depend on the movements oi the Emiicror. The lower class in Italy are truly loyal 
and attached to their Sovereign, but the nobles are infamous. In this island we an; in a 
state of quiet in every sense of the word, both for defence and ofl’cnce. 'J’he English 
merchant shipsj which qume up under convoy of the Bellcrophon, have made suoh repealed 
applications feu. a convoy to Leghorn, that 1 have determined to send the Bcllerophon with 
them; and, after waiting a proper time for Mr.Wyndham’s opinion, then either to leave the 


merchant shipl, or bring them back again.' 

Amongst the Neapolitans who had followed their Sovereign into Sicily, were two 
subjects of hi^ rank, who will occupy a considerable share of attention in the events that 
took place OO' the subversion of the republic of Naples. These were the Cardinal RuiTo, 
Vicar General of the Neapditan royalists; and Commodore Francesco Caraecioli, a cadet 
of one of the.most illustrious families in the kingdom of the Two Sicilies. This tmfortuualc 
had been regularly brought up- to their marine, and been educated in naval 
’ eVen before thn advancement of Sir John Acton to the head ol that department at 


the end of 1778. Caraecioli had afterwards been one of the first pupils in their marine college 
.wl^chj^i^t Joiitt Ac^ established in 1779; and in that capacity had serx^d amongst the 

^ho during the latter part of the American war had been sent as 
Toluriji^ iptq,>ihp Bri^'and^i^ squadrons to dbtain cxiierience in their profession. 
Qa bad gradually risen from the command ol a IVigale 

■ ' Ha'lira* certi^ly a naval oflScer of much merit, attached 
a- law. having been published by the Neapolitan 

recalled to Naples under 

' ■ prb ; the g^t estates of Caraecioli induced him in 

pemiiauon to return thither, which was granted. 

Iff ,hAve giv^ji lum the following memorable and kind 
foStkt. Avoid the snares of reinibficans. I 
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Aboiil tlic sanio lime Cardinal Rudu, Vicar General of the royalists, who had been men- 
tioned by Cord N(*lson, in his letter to Karl St. Vincent, as collecting an army in Calabria, 
had left Palernio for that pur}>ose. Willi a character cipially (|uestiouahle both as a 
subject and a soldier, he followed Pignatelli in ail his weak and suspicious conduct|^until 
he perplexed and disgraced the cause he had been sent to support. On leaving Sicily he 
had landed on the opposite coast with his sc<.*rctary, a priest named Spasiana, and other 
atleiidanls, and had immediately joined some Calabrese who were assembled under Reggio 
Rinaldi. 'I’hcse royalists consisted chicHy of peasantry, and being soon increased by a motley 
crew of galley slaves, criminals from the diderent gaols, and Italian banditti, were divided 
under three chiefs, whose characters would have disgracctl any cause. 'I'hcir troops were how- 
ever styled the Christian Army, and overcame the detachments that were sent against them. 

On the 3d of I'ebruary, 1799, Captain Ilosle had informed Lord Nelson, that the Imals 
of the ISJutine, under the jiroieclion of her guns, had succeeded in cutting out of the buy of 
Najiles an armed Neapolitan French vessel, newly built, and pierced for 20 guns; but only 
mounting 10, and four swivels. From Captain lloste’s information, a Neapolitan royalist 
frigate had been taken possession of by the French, as was If. S. M. ship the Galatea. I’he 
republicans had four gallics, six gun bouts, and two men of war brigs at Castellamare. The 
Muline being in a bad stale, Lord Nelson had detacJied the El Corso brig. Lord W. Stuart, 
on an cspt'cial service to the island of Corfu, and to endeavour to procure troops for the 
security of iVIessina, the key of the island of Sicily; without which assistance, as he informed 
Commodore Duckworth, February 16, he had fears that all would be lost: * Oh, iny dear 
Sir,’ added Nelson, * one thousand English troops would save Messina. 1 shall write a 
line to General Stuart on this subject; although, I fear, he cannot give me men to save 
this most iraporlanl island.’ — In consetpience of his Lordship’s energy and direction, an 
immediate attention was jiaid by the Sicilian government to the defence of the island. 
’I'lie venerable Count Fersichclli, an engineer born in Sicily, was called on to furnish plt^ns 
which were laid before the King in council. In addition to their militia amounting to 
26,000, the King by metms of four regiments of foot and one of horse, with some artillery 
men, endc;avoim'd to collect an additiomd number of troops. Prejiamlious were also made 
under the auspices of Lord Nelson, to fit out gun Imats, and to mount the batteries with 
the 65 twenty-four pounders that had lately arrived from Naples. Nine gun bouts were 
to be launched during the month of February, and others early in March at Palermo; and 
orders were issued to build more, without delay, at Tittpani and Messina. — ^Thus could 
the spirit of one man rouse the dejected and enervated Sicilians to a proper sense of resist- 
ance. And that nothing might be wanting on his part. Nelson nobly ofiered the King of 
Sicily, should other resources not arrive, To defend Messina with the ship’s company of an 
English man of war. Their Minister, .Sir John Acton, did not fail duly to appreciate this 



^rcnerous c-oiuluct of’ his counlrynuiii, and, in replying lo llio noble Aclniiial, Tcbiuary l.’i, 
1799, he said, * That would be eerlainly our surest anil most eflii aeious protcelion. TJieir 
Majesties have seen on this oeeasion, as on every oilier, your hordship's allaehinent and 
faithful zeal for their safely; in their present most erilieal silualioii lliey eonliile in that 
alone/— -At the beginning of March, the freedom of the city of j*alermo, which consliiuted 
him an Honorary Grandee of Spain, was presented to ihe Admiral in a gold box, brought 
upon a silver salver. He also about the same time received ihe I’mjieror of Uussia’s piclure, 
niagnificenlly set with diamonds, with a complimentary note which has been already 
inserted under the preceding year.' 

Commodore Duckworth, in answering liord Nelson’s letter which had requested assist- 
ance from General Sir Charles Stuart, informed him, That the General, in couseipuMiee of 
the timely arrival of two regiments, had resolved with his usual energy and prompiiiudi' to 
go hiinsclf to Sicily: he arrived at Palermo March 10th. Lord Nelson, in writing on lh<it 
day lo Earl St. Vincent, said, ‘At nine o’clock I was most agiecably surj»rised Avitli the 
appearance of General Stuart, who has brought with him 1000 laiglish troops, 'riiis 
conduct of the General most assuredly demands the warmest gratitude tiom H. S. M. and 
1 have no doubt but Sir Charle.s will exjjcrieiice it. 'i'his goodness reflects on him the 
highest honour. He has probably, by his quick decision, nut only saved this kingdom, but 
may Ix* the instrument of driving the French out of Naples. It will be an electric shock 
both to good and bad sulyects. Europe may yet be happy, if Austria and Prussia would 
exert themselves.’ — It was the opinion of Sir Charles Stuart before hi* returned lo .Mahon, 
which he did as soon as he had examined the slate of Sicily, that if the Neapolitans had 
no trust ill the management of the Sicilian afl'airs, and were c.\cluded from defending the 
country ; if the priests and nobles were watched, and the s|>irjtof the peasantry employed 
to advantage, Sicily was safe. 

On the 24th of February, 1799, the Russian Admiral Fcdar Ouchakof informed Lord 
Nelson, that the fortress of Corfu had surrendered to the eombincil Kussian and 'rurkisli 
squadrons, in consequence of the most resolute exertions; and that as soon as their ships 
had received provisions, which were daily expected, they should sail for Brindisi and 
Otranto; and coming along the coast of Calabria to succour and encourage the inhabitants, 
should proceed to Messina. The Russian Admiral also subjoined the following liberal testi- 
mony to the professional character of the Commander of El Coi*so brig: ‘ 1 have the honour 
to recommend to your Excellency Lord W. Stuart, who during the attack and storm, and 

1 On the 14th of February, 1799, t'uul Nelson was advanced Rear Admiral of tlie Red. On the iiOtli o< 
ensuing, the thanks of the East India Company were voted to him for tlie Victory of Aboufcii, ;ind a valnuble 
acknowledgment of the importuiil benefits which the Company had thus derived, was recoiiniiendcd by tlic general 
court to the Directors ; which being referred to the Board of Control, terminated in a vote of lo.ooo /. 

' See page 115. 
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all the military operations against tlio island of \'ido,' was on board iny ship. I observed 
in him an intrepid courage and great zeal for the service. 1 rcc(*ivcal assistance from his 
councils, and I do but justice to this worthy ofiicer, when I praise him and express my 
ack IK iwleclgtncn ts.’ 

On the 5th of March, 1799, Captain Troubridgo, pursuant to orders from Lord Nelson, 
gave up the blockade of Alexandria to Sir Sidney Smith; leaving with him the Theseus, 
Lion, and Torride gun boat, and he was further instructed on the nMurn of the Switlsure 
and Alliance, Captain Wihuot, from Cyprus, to despatch them to join I^ord Nelson. Jn 
writing to his Lordship afterwards, Captain Troubridge gave an account of the manner in 
which he had discovered and taken a person, who had been sent by Buonaparte to mislead 

the 'I’lirks ‘ On the 14th of Tebruary, 1799, I detained the camvclla that had at last lx*en 

permitted by the Trench to h'ave yVlexandria; and, having received information from a 
spy on board her, sent for the captain and shewed him a firman from the Grand Seignior, 
taking care not to let him read it. 1 told him it was a Hallcsheritf for the head of a Traitor: 
on this he appi’ared alarmed, and ai:knowledged he had a Mons. ]Jeauchamp on board 
habited like a 'rnrk, and a French pilot. I immediately sent and seized the Ambassador, 
as they called him, and his Greek servant, and by sharpening an a.xc and playing him off 
with the Ilaltesheritr, 1 so alarmed the Greek doim;stic, that he shewed us where they had 
concealed their instructions from Buonajmrtc, on board the caravclla. It appeared to me 
that the Grand tScignior would do this fellow more justice than we could; I therefore sent 
him in the Swiflsurc to Rhotlcs, recommending him strongly for decapitation.’— Captain 
llallow'cll afterwards continued this account, in his letter to Lord Nelson on anchoring in 
Syracuse harbour, March 11, 1799- ‘ Monsieur Beauchamp, the French consul at Muscat, 
had been several months in Egypt with Buonaparte, lie was charged with various missions 
from him; and the Turkish Admiral, on board the caravclla, had signed an agreement with 
the General commanding at Alexandria, to land the said consul at Cyprus; Avhere they 
Avere to combine their interests, and endeavour to proeure the release of all the French 
prisoners in that island and in Syria, by assuring the Fasha that the Grand Seignior Avas 
not at Avar with the French; supposing this report Avould be easily credited, Avhen delivered 
by an officer of such high rank in the Turkish service, and Avho had just come from a port 
occupied by the French forces, ’fhis was the only method the Admiral had of getting out 

• Called liy ihc natives le Sctiglio di Vido, and by ibc French L’Isle de Piiix, situated in the port of Corfu; on 
which the attack eomiiieiired hy a Kuhsisui 30 gun hhip» commanded by an Englishoian of the name of Messer, 
who distinguished himself very much. The island of Corfu was defended by five batteries, and was protectcil by 
the guns of the fortres*» of the town, and by the French ships of war. Upwards of .500 French were on the island, 
with furnac'Ch for heating shot. The Lcander which wuh retaken there, was afterwards restored to Great Britain 
by the Emperor of Russia. Upwards of 450 pieces of cannon, the greater part of whfch were brass, were in the 
*)e\ei'al forts. 
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of iheir chilchos, and he made few scruples in tlelivcrins? up his liiends, the Consul and a 
J^rench pilot • although he had left his son and ten ot his crew as liosla^es with Ihionajuirle 
for the jierformanee ol'his agreement and the safety of Citizen Meaucliamp’s ])erson: how- 
ever he appeared to feel very lillh'for Iheir situation, and spok(’ of them with gnjat indil- 
ferenee. AIIct quitting Cyprus, the shi|) was to proceed with the Consul to Constaiilinoplc, 
where they intcndcid to jissure the Vizier of tin* amicable disposition of the J'l-cueh Din'ctory 
towards the Ottontan J^wte; and, as a proof of this assertion, tijo cara\<'lla was to he 
returned to the Crand Seignior. Mons. lieauehanip was one of the IrilM* of Seavants; ho 
is gone to Constantinople' to take his trial, and as tlic'l’urks are generally pretty arbitrary 
in their decisions, 1 think they will deprive the Republic of any further advania,!>es from his 
talents ... I had frecpienl conversations with Mons. Reaueham[) while he was on l)oard 
the Swiftsure: He assurtnl me that the army in general were highly dissalisfu'd with the 
Expedition; there was not a man amongst them who did not wish to reluni to I'raiiee. 
They have not had a drop of wine for six months past, nor any official accounts from home 
during that period. He said the soldiers were? sadly discontented and ripe for mutiny ; but 
the fear of falling a prey to the Arabs, would always prevent iheir breaking out into open 
rebellion, and keep them obedient to their officers, as they w('rc sj'iisible iheir own preser- 
vation depended on their unanimity. 'I'hey htid embodied about 'iOO (irci'ks at Cairo, 
and taken them into the pay and service of the Republic: Ruouaptirlr* had given tlu' eom- 
inand of them to Citizen Barthelemy, a Cln*ek, with the r{iuk of Ceiieral ... I believe Sir 
Sidney intends, if he finds the enemy disposed to meet his plan, to o[)en a Nt'gociatiou, 
and receive them on terms of capitulation, if they should be olfered: 1 was coueerned to 
find these w'cre his sentiments. The army of liuonaparte are entirely destitute of every 
principle of honour: they have always acted like licentious thieves, and have forfeited all 
claim to respect from us, by their immediate violation of a solemn engagement made betw'eea 
Captain 'I'roubridge on one side and Captain Rarre on the other; by which none of the 
prisoners, landed by your [,ordship, were to serve again until regularly exchanged. Rut in 
dchancc of this stijmlation, these men wen* obliged to take uji arms and were inmu'diately 
drafted to complete the dificrent regiments at Cairo, and the remainder were formed into 


‘ Mr. VV'illyains notices this circumstnnee in his intercstin;; \'oyagc iip the MfiliUMraiican, ir>t— |( m). 

' Mr. 1)euiicham|) was landed at llhodcsj March *3, and Captain liallowoll, liLr a Ihitidi scaiiiati, di^dainiiit; 
to retaliate on this Frenchman for the latr conduct of the Captain and ofliccrs nflc (icnenMiv to (".ipt.iiii^ 'rijrfiiip- 
son and Berry, humanely made interest with ilas^an Bey that his pri'ioncr should ht* tieaicd uitli Kindru.s's, unril 
he could be sent to Constantinople. Sevan hundred pound.s, in gold sequins, were found in Inn ^irdhs wiiu h lie 
declared was iiis private property: this sum was counted out hy raptuin ilallowcll klore ilir Bry, and la* ai ilu* 
same time sent notice of it to Mr. Spencer Suiitli at Constantinople. It afterwards .ip|>eaicd that this u.i'. mii the 
private pro|)erty of M. Beauchamp, but had been allowed him by Buonaparte, /w/* the purp t^t nj /wln,Niir the JurL 
to declare against the English, It is by sneli noble conduct that the Oflieers of (.iieat Britiiin u pel the l.ilsehoods 
and calumnies of the Prencli. 



a corps slylcd iho Xiiulic Legion, and have Ijccn eonstanlly employed since that lime . . . 
i\s the just and humane Buonaparte has in all his proclainalions complained loudly of the 
cruelty of the Beys, in robbing luul stri[)piiig the poor inhabitants of Egypt of their pro- 
perty, and has assured them that his only motive for visiting their country, tvas to relieve 
them from their oppression and punish the English ; I have enclosed your Lordship a 
copy of one of his orders," as a proof of his affection and lenity to his new friends. 1 do 
not think jNlourad Bey ever gave so despotic an order in his life.’ 

On the 20th of March, 1799, the Swiflsure joined the Vanguard in the bay of Palermo, 
and soon afterwards arrived the Cullodcn, Zealous, Minotaur, and Seahoi'se. Lord Nelson 
immediately proceeded to lay before their Captains the plan he had formed for the blockade 
of Naples and their taking possession of the islands in. that bay. This plan had received 
the sanction of the King and his Ministers on the 18th, and had been received with much 
gratitude by them ; who could not but contrast the generous solicitude of the English Ad- 
miral, with the cold and selfish apprehensions of the Court of V'ienna. The King and Queen 
had, at that time, received both public and private assurance from the Emperor and Empress, 
that when Ferdinand should think it right to take a decided part, he should be supported. 
]\Iack himself had brought the same assurance, which Thugut alone would not openly sup- 
j)ort. Sir John Acton was therefore directed by the King to request the continuance of 
Lord Nelson’s presence at Palermo; and Sir John also recommended, in the name of their 
Majesties, that the blockade of Naples should be intrusted to the command and care of 
the excellent Captain 'I'roubridge, in whom they placed the highest confidence. ‘ I there- 
fore send you,’ added he, ‘ by their Majesties’ orders, an oflicial letter for that officer to 
take the command of the operations in the bay of Na[)les, for the recovery of the adjacent 
islands, according to the manner you mentioned some days ago. I Hatter myself it will 
not be long befon;. that infamous Capital is purged of all the scoundrels and traitors who 
now dispose of it.’— Accordingly on the 31st of March, the Cullodcn, Zealous, Minotaur, 
Swiftsurc, St. Sebastian, Seahorse, Perseus, and El Corso, proceeded to execute their 
Admiral’s instructions. On the 2d of April, having received the Governor of Procida on 
board, they stood into the bay of Naples, and anchored off that island. The tree of liberty 
was immediately cut down, the French flag was destroyed, and H. S. M. colours tvere 
hoisted on Procida, amidst the acclamations of a loyal populace. 

The following correspondence with Earl St. Vincent from March 29th, to the 17th of 
April, 1799, will give an interesting detail of the occurrences in which Lord Nelson was 
at that time engaged. — ‘ My dear Lord : Captain Darby arrived here this morning from 
Leghorn, with all the ships, both British and American, that chose to leave that place. 
Mr.Wyndham has thought it right to abide by the fate of tlie Grand Duke, which I am 

" Id thirteen articles, resiiecting the establishment of a fniblic registiy. 
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sure must be very unplcasaul ; for the French long before this time are in complete possession 
of all Tuscany. How Thugut and Manfredini can endure the misery they have brought 
on tlicir respective masters, I cannot comprehend, their conduct has Ix'eii infamous. — 
April 12. On the 7th I had the pleasure of hearing from Captain Troubridge, that he was 
in complete possession of Procida, Ischia and Capii, the inhabitants of which islands had 
joyfully hoisted H.S. Majesty’s colours, cut down the trees of lilx’rty, and delivered up the 
pmnicipalities and the detested Jacobins: all of whom are cither cunfim'd on board the 
ships, or in the chateau of Ischia. The French in Naples are not more than 2(X)0. The civic 
guards amount to about 20,000; but as these last will not remain fighting for the French, 
if there be any risk, I am warranted in saying, that 10,000 troops would place the King 
again upon lus throne in twenty-four hours: therefore we arc very anxiously looking out 
for the promised IXXX) Russians coming by way of Zara; 3000 are also <leslined for Malta, 
which will fall the moment such a landing is made; for I am satisfieil the garrison only wants 


a good pretence for their surrender. They had been led to believe, that Sicily would soon 
be revolutionised; but in this I flatter myself they will be mistaken. I hope the Austrians 
will fight better than they did. A Russian General, Suwarow, is to command in Italy. 

* April 17, 1799. The Hymna is arrived from Malta, where she went with copics of Sir 
C. Whitworth’s letters, and of the Treaty between H. S. M. and the Kmpcrorol Hu^sia. 
'ITie account that the Russians are likely in any way to become maslei-s of Malta has caused 


the greatest alarm in tliat island: the distress of these poor i>cople is U'rrible, and they arc 
rapidly decreasing by an epidemic fever. 1 have asked this Court to send 10,0()0/. to supply 
their wants; but I cannot succeed, as General Acton says lliey have it not to give, 'riic only 
chance of saving Malta is by my friend Ball, who is adored, and deservedly so by all ranks. 
My obligations to him arc greater than any words of mine can express. From the loth ol 
October last, he has never been one moment off his station; and this during such a winter 
as we all know is seldom experienced. This day brought me letters Irom dear I roubridge. 
lie has b«n obli^ to give all his flour to keep the inhabitants of the islands trom starving. 
I have etiemaUy been pjre^ing for supplies, and have represented, that lOO.OOO/. given away 
just now in provisions might purchase a kingdom. In short, my dear Lord, my desire to 
serve their S. M. faithfully, as is my duty, has been such that I am almost blind and worn 
out, and dunnot in my present state hold much longer. I wouhl indeed lay down my 
life for su-ch good and gracious Monarchs; but I am useless, when I am unable to do what 

Gq^ ItnoUvs my heart is anxiousishould be performed.’ 

t)uring the exertions of a detachment ftom Lord Nelsons squadioii, oil the coast o 
Ekypt, he had been iufoirrailid that the Bashaw of Tripoli had entered into a treaty with t le 
fS, ahat^^WS^m to purchase previsions in that country; which gave rise 
■4 i Admiral and his Iliglmas. On the 26th of March, 1799. 
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the Vanguard, Captain Hardy, had arrived at Tripoli, and it would be difficult to express the 
effiset which the appearance of so formidable and renowned a ship, and the letter wliich it 
brought from Lord Nelson had on the councils of the Bashaw. He solemnly denied the fact 
of having signed the treaty, declared he avhs ready to send his contingent of troops against 
the enemy; and, as an earnest of his sincerity, immediately made slaves of such of the 
French as were in his power, and confiscated tlirce of their tartans. lie then addressed a 
letter in tiu; exalted style of the east, * To Admiral Nelson, Captain Pasha of the King of 
England In which he expressed an earnest wish to destroy his avowed enemies, the restless 
French ; tieclared an abhorrence of treachery and perfidy, and concluded by requesting 
a supply of artillerymen, to instruct his subjects in making a proper defence. His Highness 

f 

also desired * that Lord Nelson would keep a waterhful eye over Tripoli, and from time to 

time send a ship to their assistance.’ — The moment the Vangtiard sailed, the Bashaw is said 

to have released the French, and resumed his funner conduct. Upon which ]x}rd Nelson^ 

adopting in some measure the expressions and style which his Highness had used, srat 

him the following letter by Commodore Campbell. — 28. * Sir: When I received your 

Highness’s letter by Captain Hardy of the Vanguard, 1 was rejoiced to find that you had 

renounced the I’reaty, you had so impradently entered into with some emissaries of Gciieral 

Buonaparte, that man of blood, that despoiler of the weak, that enemy to all good MussuL 

men; for like Satan he only flatters that he may more easily destroy; and it is true that, 

since the year 1789> all Frenchmen arc exactly of the same disposition. I had sent your 

letter to the Great King my Master. 1 had done the same to the Grand Seij^ior; fbr I 

never believed that your Highness would say one word Uiat was not most strictly true. 

A lie is impossible for a true Mussulman to utter, at least I had always believed so: what 

then must have been my astonishment to have heard from H. B. Majesty’s Consul, Mr. 

Lucas, that the moment the Vanguard sailed, the French Consul and all the SVenchincn 

were liberated, and also the French vessels in the port allowed to fit for sea; and one to 

• 

my knowledge sailed for Malta. Why will your Highness be thus led astray by evil coun- 
sellors, who can have no other object in view but your ruin.^ Your Highness knows, that 
although a powerful squadron of Fortugue^ ships has l>ccn, since last August, under my 
command, that by every means in my power they have been prevented from cruising 
against the ships of your Highness, or approaching your coast.— It is DQW.uiy duty to speak 
out,. and not to lx; misunderstood. The same Nelson who has hitherUt.kept your poweiful 
enemies from destroying you, can, and will let them loose tipem yom. unless the following 
terms are in two hours complied with, viz. 'fhai the FyeUch^Consul jat/MpOlU Vice Consul, 
and c\'ery Frenchman, are delivered on board her Most Faithful Majesty’s ^hip Alphonso,' 
to Commodore Campbell, in two hours time from Mr. Lucas’s setting his foot on* ihore ; 
that hostages are also seat on board, to remain until every l^renchman in the .state of ^Vipoli 



shall be seat ofl’, which shall nol exceed four days. — N. ]i. I'hcre shall be no reservation 
or trick about the French Consul, &c. at Tripoli, he shall be on board in two houra after 
the demand has been made. FiVery French vessel or vessels, pretended to be taken from 
the French, shall be destroyed in two hours. These terms complied with. Commodore 
Campbell will, as he has done upon the passage, refrain from taking your vess(;ls until his 
arrival at Palermo. If these proper terms are not complied with, 1 can no longer prevent 
the ships of her Most Faithful Majesty from acting with vigour against your Highness. 

* Your Highness will without difhcully write me a letter, the substance of which shall 
be dictated by Mr. Lucas. You will also, as a convincing proof of your detestation of 
the evil councils which have been given you by Haiuct llcis, your Captain of the port, 
cither cause him to be delivered to 'Commodore Campbell, that I may send him to Con- 
stantinople; or dispose of him in such a manner, that he may be for ever incapable of giving 
your Highness any advice: for his heart is so black, that I am informed he can give you 
no good counsel. Your Highness will I am confident approve of the open and unreserved 
manner of this letter; and consider it as a proof of the honest upright intentions of the 
Great Monarch, whom I have the honour of serving, and tliat it comes from your Highness’s 
most attached and faithful Nelson.' 

A long and spirited interview took place between Commodore Campbell and the Bashaw ; 
when hb Highness ordered the head of a French emissary to be struck oil', as he was found 
to be troublesome, even as a prisoner, amongst his people. Commodore Campbell was 
still, however, reduced to commence hostilities, upon which every thing was adjusted, and 
the pieliminaiies of a peace arranged between Portugal and 1’ripoli. Lord Nelson had 
also negopiaied a peace, or at least a cessation of hostilities during the present war, betw een 
the Bey of Tunis and the King of the Two Sicilies, through the medium of Mr. Magra, the 
British Consul. 

Lard Nebon to H. R, H. Admiral the Duke of Clarence, Palermo, April 1 1, 1799- 

** Sir: Your Royal Highness will, 1 am sure, from my knowledge of your goodness, 
make every fkir aUowance for not receiving those letters from me, which 1 should have 
the greatest pleasure in wiiting, were it possible that I had the power. But besides the 
business of sixteen sdil of the line, I have the constant correspondence of Petersburgh, 
Constantinople, Vienna, Venice, Trieste, Smyrna, Florence, Leghorn, Earl St. Vincent, 
Min^, and Lord Spencer: this must plead my excuse. Being now shut out from all 
the continent of Italy, we know npthing of the movements of the Austrian army: I p>ay 
God they may successful. I have sent a squadron of five sail of the line, &c. iiuo the 
. bay of Njlldes, and all the .i|si|$iids a^ in our possession. The inhabitants have delivered 
up tl^ij^bins. At all of the lower order am loyal and attached to their Sovc- 

' Tf th6J..va in tlSfe provinces; for this war presents the very extraordinary 
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circunistancc, of the rich taking the road for the destnicliun of properly, and the poor 
[)rolccling it, I long to liear of the extirpation of the French army in Egypt. I believe 
Jhionaparlc is heartily tired of his expedition, and would readily enter into a negociatioii 
M iili the Porte to quit Egypt; for which purpose he made a treaty and sent rich presents 
to the Bashaw of Tri])oli. In this island we are loyal and certainly detest the French. I 
trust the Monarch of Spain means fair to his broUier; but .... I hope that Providence will 
long continue its pn;sent good Sovereigns in possession of their rights. 

In continualion, Mai/ 10, 1799. ‘ In addition to my want of power to detail events, I 
am at this moment seriously unw'cll ; and nothing, Sir, but the very peculiar circumstances 
of the times, with the confidence reposed in me, not only by your Ro 3 'al Father and my 
Commander in Chief, but also by their Sicilian Majesties and the wiiole nation, could 
induce me to remain. They all know that I have no desire, but approving myself a most 
faithful servant to my gracious King; therefore there is nothing which I propose, that is 
not, as fur as ordci's go, implicitly complied with. But the execution is dreadful, and 
almost makes me mad. However as II. S. M. has now ordered two Cencrab to be tried 

■ - ‘ ^l 

for cowardice and triiacherj', and, if found guilt}', that they shall be shot or hanged; should 
this be eflecled, J shall have some hopes that I have done good. I ever preach, that rewards 
and punishments arc the foundation of all good government: unfortunately neither the 
one nor the other have been practised here. The French troops have all left the city of 
Naples, and are encamped at Caserta sixteen miles distant; preparatory, we think, to their 
leaving the kingdom, llie Jacobins must now shift for themselves, and I hope they will 
be severely punished in person by their King, as they have already been, in pocket, by 
their allies. ^Vilh every sentiment of true attachment, believe me your Royal Highness's 
faithful servant, Nelson.' 

A very interesting and more detailed retrospect of the proceedings of hb Lordship's 
.squadron in the bay of Naples, than he was able to send to liis Royal Highness, occurs in 
the letters of Captain Troubridge, whence the following extracts have be^n taken. The 
French had cncainjwd between Caserta and Capua, leaving a strong force and plenty of 
provisions in St. Elmo; which may be considered as the citadel of Naples, and was situated 
so high as to be commanded by no adjacent grounds, except a convent that beyond 
point blank shot — ‘ April 3d. All the Ponaa islands have the Neapolitan flagfl^ng. Your 
Ix>rdship never beheld such loyalty; the people are perfectly mad with Joy, iftnd are 
for their beloved Monarch. If the Nobility were men of principle and of wsp^hibility, how 
easy it would be to gel the Neapolitan soldiers uud iniiilia to decM.fbrlthar&g 1 wish 
we had a few thousand good English troops, I would have thn Naples oh ^ 

throne in forty-eight hours. I beg your LorWp will particularly mcomtnend 
Sehiuikey ; he is a fine hardy seaman, a good ahd loyal subject, desirous ofiSoifig 



tiling for the welfare of his Country: If the Navy of the King of Naples had been com- 
iwsed of such men, the people would never have levolied. 1 have a villain, by name 
Francesco, on board, who commanded the castle at Ischia, fomierly a Neapolitan oflictT 
and of profierty in that islaml. The moment we took |wss< ssion of the castle, the mob lore 
this vagabond’s coat with the tricoloured cape and cap of liberty button to pieces, and he 
had then the impudence to put on llis Sicilian AFaJestys regimentals again i upon which 
f lorc his epaulet off, took his cockade out, and obliged him to throw them overboard : f 
then honoured him with double irons, 'riic mob entirely destroyed the Iri'c of liberty, and 
tore the tricoloured flag into ten thousand pieces, so that 1 have not been able to procure 
even a small remnant to lay at the King’s feet. I however send uvo pieces of the tree of 
liberty for his Majesty’s fire, with the names of the people who brought the pii*ces to me 
painted upon them. April 4, 1799* The French imops in Naples amount to about 20(X), 
and are thus distributed: In St. Elmo 300, Castle Uovo 200, Castle Nuovo 1400, Vm- 
euoli 100, Haia 30. Their actions at Salerno, &c. have l)een attended with serious losses: 
not one,of their mcnoelunipd from Salerno, out of 1500, except a few who were wounded. 
And in Abruzzo, at a place called Andre, it is said that nearly 3000 htive Ijecn kilk'd. I'he 
French and Jacobins have r|uarrclled, and a great distrust reigns amongst them. It fre- 
quently happens in the rounds at night, if, when challenged Che vka^ they answer 
la RepublicQt they arc shot; and the republicans do the same if the answer is Tl lie, which 
makes it dangerous to move aller dark. The wdiolc of the chief Jacobins arc (luaiTcIling 
about their honesty. 1 have just received an account that a priest, named Albvena, is 
preaching up revolt in Ischia; I have sent 60 Swiss and 3(K) loyal subjects, to hunt him, and 
shall have him, I expect, dead of alive, to day. I pray your Ijordship to send an honest 
Judge here to try these miscreants on the spot, that some proper examples may be made. 
Tm P. M. Pray press the Court to send the Judge by the return of the l’crsi‘us, as it will 
be impossible to go on else; the villains increase so last on my hands, and the people arc 
calling for justice.* Eight or ten of them must be hung. April Qth. Naples is in the devil 
of a ferment, and General M'Donald is much alarmed, as your Lordship will sec by tlx* 
enclosed order. I have two deserters from their gun and mortar Iwats; who assure me, that 
if the French were to force them yvilhin'^gun shot, the crews w'ould rise and murder jUI the 

« Some of the IlKliHtu, with the impetuosity of their character, did not wait for the Judge ; as a|>|iearcd from the 
ibilowing extraordinary letter, which was brought off one morning early from the sJiore to Captain 'ri<>ubiiilg<', 
with bis usual basket of grapes for breakflut. 'Sakmo, April i6, I79y. Sir: As a faithful subject ot my Kiiiif, 
FetdinSfld IV, whom God preserve, I have the glory of presenting to your Excellency the Head of I). Clmrle-. (ira- 
nodp dj Giffiipi, whyilwM emfdoyed in the administration directed by the infamous Comiiiissary ferdinaml Itnggi. 
The'Sidd ^qoiio WM'ltllled by, me in a place called li Puggi, district of Ponte Cagnaro, as he was running away. 

I beg flmt Excellency would ao^t the said Ile^^' and consider this operation as a proof of my attachment to 
the Royal 1 am'with 4oe respeot^ the subjwt of the King, J. M. V.’ 
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French on board, and bring the boats over to us. The Jacobins begin to talk of peace. The 
governor of Procida is a truly honest and valuable subject; the King can never do enough 
for him. People come from all quarters to see his Majesty, and some from Sorrento, having 
understood he was here. So much loyally amongst the common people was never seen 
before, llie greatest villains and republicans are the marine and artillery officers. Our 
numbers on the islands increase fast. The fishermen have been forbidden to pursue their 
occupation, the only means they had tu-save themselves from starving: 1 have therefore given 
them leave to fish here. The Frencbt'*^ia order to man their gun boats and galleys, cajoled 
the Neapolitan sailors into the arsenal, with a promise that they should receive their pay. 
When they had got them in the gale was shut, and the whole of them were driven into the 
gun boats without a carline. 1 have just heard that Caraccioli has the honour to mount 
guard as a common soldier, and was yesterday a sentinel at the palace: he liad refused to 
enter their service, but, 1 Ixslicve, they force every one to do duty as militia, llocca 
Romana,’' they say, is now of no consequence. Apvil IQih and IStL Captain Foote has 
joined me from Salerno, which is in the hands of the Jaeobins; but no French are there. 
Reports are strong, that the Cardinal’s advanced guard is near Naples ; but from the tlis- 
tance he was off, when he wrote llie stupid letter which I sent your Lordship, I can hardly 
believe his approach is true. General McDonald, you will see, has a bad opinion of me:* 
I am sure my character will not, on that account, suffer. I enclose you one of Caraccioli’s 
letters, as head of the republican marine; it was intercepted at Capri: I hope he has 
been forced into this measure, and should be glad to find him innocent. I have another 
from Gaeta to Ponza, sent by that route, as he says he could not forward it by the bay 
of Naples. Caraccioli sent for Salvator Guidice, the head man of the fishermen at St. 
Lucia, and told him he must procure seamen for the gun boats. Salvator assured him he 
would not get one to serve; Upon this Caraccioli spoke harshly to him, and the fishermen 
since have declared. That if they find him to be a Jacobin, tliough always a favourite 
and beloved by them, he shall be the first to fall when they begin; for evsary one has his 
marked Jacobin to stiletto. Hie Judge is arranging his papers; to morrow, the 14th, be 
iiegins. I have given him good advice; he appears to me to be the poorest .creature I ever 
saw, and to be frightened out of his senses. He declares that seventy families are 
and talks of its being necessary to have a bishop to degrade the priests, hefon; he can 
execute them. I told him to hang them first, and if he did not think that idegradatimi 

y Lord Nelson afterwards, in writing to Captain Troubridge, during the month of Jofjr: thi(s;mentiOBied this 
N<»po1itan Nobleman ; * There is a person who has been a notorious rebel ; but now preteuds to serve bii 
faithfully. ^ It he should attempt to come even into your presence, 1 earnestly finest, that you. wiU never volnac ‘ ' 
tarily admit him to your si^ht, much less speak to him ; for that honour and loyally which you possets, never O^t 
to be contaminated with infamy and rebellion. His name is said to be Itocot Acwmim.*. ' 

’ Tills refers to a vety rude letter which the French General bad sent to 
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sufficient, to send them aAcrwards to me. 1 recommended him to punish the princi- 
pal Titiitors, the moment he had passed sentence, yipril 16*. Our situation noMr becomes 
more serious than ever. 1 pledged myself to the people, in conseituenee of her Majesty’s 
promise, that they should want neither grain nor flour. I know 'IVabia, and feel much 
hurt that I am made the tool of his deception, lu short, iny Lord, these islands must 
return under tlie French yoke, as I see the King’s Ministers are not to be relied on for 
supplies. 1 trust your Lordship will pardon my starting the ctise so plainly; but I think I 
should be highly culpable, if from delicacy I weie^ sacrifice the lives of 5U,U0() inhabi- 
tants. 1 am assured by all the sailors, that Caraccioli is not a .Tacobin, but has been 
forced to act as he does. They sign his name to printed papers, without his authority; as 
in niy opinion they have the Archl)ishop’s. Jpril 18. The Judge, made an offer two days 
since, if 1 wished it, to pass sentence: but hinted that it would not be regular on some. 1 
declined having any thing to do with it. lly his conversation 1 found his instructions wcie 
to go through it in a summary manner, and under me. 1 told him the latter must be a 
mistake, as they were not British subjects. The 'IVials are curious; frequently the culprit 
is not psesent: however he assures me, he shall soon have done with them all. 1 doubt it 
much. The odium I find is intended to be thrown on us, 1 will out manoeuvre him there, 
and push him hard too. 

* April 23, 1799. 0 how I long to have a dash at thelltieves. Your Lordship will sec 
that the Cardinal is quite frightened; he appears to me to Ijc very low and dejected. 1 
have Uiree good field pieces, which I could niotmt, if they have any field carriages at 
Palermo. Hood is mounting some howitzers, which we got from the French, on cart 
wheels. A person, just from Naples, tells me the Jacobins are pressing hard the French 
to remain: they begin to shake in their shoes. Those of the lower order now speak freely. 
The rascally Aoblcs, tired of standing as common sentinels and going the rounds, say. If 
they had known as much as they do now, they would have acted differently. April 27- 
I have had a long talk with the Judge about the villainous priests. 1 am completely stupid. 
I liave been all day since four o’clock this morning examining vagabonds of different 
descriptiems: and as no one ever gives a direct answer, and not lieing possessed of much 
pdt ienpe, 1 'am quite fagged out. The horrid treatment of the French has made all classes 
mad. Tile work we have to do is nothing; but the villainy we must combat is great indeed, 
and wears ns all out. I shall weather all yet, I trust. I have just flogged a rascal for 
lA g gin g his brpad vith sand; thc^loaf hung round his neck all the time, and when he was 
jaten on shore, afterwards, to be shewn to the people. The Governor of Procida is the most 
'^gient active maaf i evei^ met with in this country; and, what will surprise you, is an 
tionsillittan, and d^ing of his Majesty’s favour. He studie ids Sovereign's mieresl in 
every ^rty policy of making money himself. Map I . Caraccioh, 
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I am now satisfied, is a Jacobin. I enclose you one of his letters. He came in the jgun 
boats to Caslellaniare himself, and spirited up the Jacobins.* 

Lord Nelson On tlic 30th of April, 1799. continued, from Palermo, a narrative of these 
proceedings to Earl St. Vincent. * On the continent of Italy my friends* are doing won- 
ders. Hood has taken Salerno, twenty-eight miles from Napl^. This has caused the 
country to rise from Sorrento to Castcllainarc. These events so near the Capital, together 
with the success of (he Austrian array both on the Rhine and in Italy, have induced the 
Trench to call in all their outposts; and, leaving 500 men in the castle of St. Elmo, to retire 
from Naples to Capua, taking with them all their sick and plunder; when assembled, there 
will be about 5000 men. 1 believe nothing can prevent the people of Naples from rising 
and attempting the castle of St. Elmo, where the Jacobins have retired, and ^Caniccioli 
amongst them. 1 am getting ready the Haerlcm to carry over 800 troops. 'Phree hundred 
cavalry arc also preparing with provisions and other necessaries. This Court being -very 
poor and no revenue, makes things slower than they would otherwise be; but we do the 
best with the slender means we have.' I own myself much fitter to be the actor, than the 
counsellor of proper measures to be pursued, in this very critical situation of public aflairs; 
but, at least, their Sicilian Majesties are satisfied that my poor opinion is an honest one. 
I can assure you wheuever your name is mentioned, their expressions are the handsomest 
that tongue can utter. The only way in which you can be represented,, if truth be spoken, 
is as the veiyr ablest Sea Officer His Britannic Majesty has in his service. 

‘ May 3, 1799. You must forgive, my dear Lord, my short sketches of what is going 
on; for neither my head nor hand is equal to anything more. We learn from Lieutenant 
Parkinson, who joined the squadron off Malta in th^mma tender, on her way l^m Egypt 
to Palermo, that Sir Sidney Smith has ^ven up the blockade of Alexandria and proceeded 
off St. Jean d'Arrc, where are ftionaparte’s head quarts I am far iBrom well, and |he 
good news of the success of the Austrian arms in. Italy dc^ not ev^ cheer me. I.^close 
a detailed account of their Campaign,' extracted fipoin the, letters of . a Mr. Walter 
me, who is now at Genoa. May ^th. The French in retiring In^. I^^ples to ^ase^^jl^ 
and Capua, have robbed all the shops as they passed along; whidh .CM^et lopks like 
leaving the kingdom: the Neapolitan Republicans, notwithstanding, ate qrganMing jthi^r 


• Amoogit (hose officers who thus particalarly diitioguhbeil l}ienselvai> w» 
who was afterwards created a Knight of the order of St. Ferdinand, afui iwccived 

bis own Sovereign. In writing from La Pilla, May 9th, to Captain S. J^lood, Ca^M WleS MiiL 'S^e an bosy. 
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securing the pass of Campestrina, tlie only one, 1 understand, into CaTalititt;' 8nd'l;|l 
self this way, be will lose his labour.' ■ , 

* In « letter written at this time to Earl Nehon a^n meaUo^ 

Nobleman: ' Caraoc|6]« Has rested his sitoa^ 'tj^is-'i^Sh wasteollewwih te 

Master, when he thoiight flis date desperMe yet, in btihisait, nsriljgve Iteb i^dtibobin.^' ' ! ' ' 

This valuable Document is unavoidably reserved, witli many others wMrir may possibly hereafter 
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troopSf and arf" yet do not seem inclined to give way. The lloyalists, probably, wait until 
the French are out of the kingdom before they l)egin. 'flje conduct of the King’s officer 
sent toOrbilcllo and Longonc has been so infamous, that Tronbridge is almost mad, and 
1 am in a fever. The following is an extract from his letter, ‘ 1 am in such a rage at the 
cowardly and treacherous conduct of die General who was sent to Ijon^onc and Orbitollo, 
that t am really, unable to tell the story, and therefore send Captain Oswald to relate all. 
Orbitello is sold,r!^ii|l4 1 fear Longonc will be the same. I desinid the General and all his 
cowardly gang to get out of a British man of war. We want people to fight, he does not 
Cegne under that description. 1 told him plainly that his King would never do well, until 
hn^hanged half hu officers. 1 hope the King will order this Gcncml to give an account of 
himself, and not leave hini here as. a nuisance. The French are going off fast, robbing 
and plundering every person and shop as they go. Sarrento, Castellainare, &c. &c. have 
all been pliildered. 1 hear that Caraocioli saved the two former iVoui being burnt. Pray, 
my dear Ix>rd, 'hear Oswald, and urge the King to make an example of this Gouemi. 1 
am really very ill. I must go to bed. 'I'his treachery fairly does me up.’ 

Lord;Nc^n was sOon,afterwards informed by Sir John Acton, that the coodncl of this 
General^Yau&ll’cvJaulr, should be inquired into, and punished, if that officer were found 
as as he ap|Mared to be.. ‘ Orders,* a^ed Sir Jolin, * are now preparing for a court 
m^ml. llie King bc^ and hopes diat Captain IVoubridge will desire some of his Officers 
to attend it, with the l^cilian Officers, and direct accordingly what shall be thought right 
at the conchirion. Captqin TVoubiidge is widi reason in agitation and bad humour.’— 'fbe 


foUowuil;^ are some further extracts from Troubiidge’s correspondence with his Admiral. 
... * 17 ^. My .Lpr^ ’ I have just had a. long conversation with the Judge. He tells 

.)aie.he‘9li^)i Hhiidb has businen next week; atid that the custom with his profession is to 

‘.1. 1... .... ..AH Um 1.A MM. .Ml- 1.M mpMl.nwl.A.1 I.M.Mn, 









th^tei^eht they have, ^ndi^hed. ^He says, be must be embarked iinme* 

" t also ^m Vis conversation, lliat the priests 
livfa Iw. the Icing's prd$r, and then to Ik; returned for 

of i^ to p&fotin all this: at tlie same time 
i^'^bao^ab, I positively refused. If none could be 
cEii^^.l^TwG^if^hd ^of one feoiti Palermo. I sec their drift; they want to 

hj^n us. fcannot form the least idea 
IT TOW^ ’ pi^uars ;• ‘for the culprits are seldom present 


mJrnm 






l^coaaet^i 




promise to me* Tlie distress for 
to pity. Cannot a sub* 
4u^; I cannot afford niore, 
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or I woulil uivc it. J feed all I can from a large private stock 1 had, but that will not last 
lung. 2Cu tiiult shall attach to us. l^alcriiio is full of grain, as is the neighbourhood: the 
Firnch, 1 fear, have more interest there than the King. 1 have pul the palace in this island 
iiilu a goud state of defence, arid got six guns up, with plenty of gmj[)C and cannister. If 
the enemy attempt it, we shall <’crtainly break some of their shins. To strengthen the 
whole 1 have landed fitly marines and twelve gunners, dug a ditch On the road to the gate, 
and Icvtdled all the ground about, and broke part of the steps, and fitted a ladder to be 
tlrawn up at sun sol. 1 hope your Lordship, when you conic this road, 'ivill approve of 
our Engineering. The cxpencc is notliing worth mentioning. Hood is at Salerno. I'lie 
Enemy have ordered lUOgun bouts to be built to drive us away; before they are finished, 

I ho])e wo shall be in Naples. The examples of villains* and cowards which the Archduke 
has made, has driven away my melancholy fever: I send the General from ][!iODgone and 
Oriiiiellu, for the King of Naples to follow such an example. He has dcsire^fto sjicak to 
me, but I declined having any thing to do tvith him, until he clears up his dastardly 
conduct to his King. AVlicn the Court Martial is oixicred, which by General Acton's letter 
wc may expect immediately, much matter will come out to prove be would not land. As 
lie is ill tlu* service of another Sovereign, 1 submit to your l^ordsbip, if we had not belter 
leave them to themselves. If this Colonel, who at present commands here, is president, 
the General will be shot: should that l)c his sentence, shall I confirm it.^ My hand would 
not shake at signing my name. Captain Darley, of the ma^^fes, is sent to keep up a 
correspondence between the Cardinal and us. 

* May 11, 1799- It is with deep concern I inform your Lordship, that a spirit of Sedi- 
tion lias begun to shew itself amongst the Swiss. I have great reason to think it arqsc from 
the price of meat being much higher here than at Palermo, and the King’s not allowing 
more pay a day . . . I’our Lordship will see by the Sentence of Deatb jvhich was passed, 
that wc do not mean to suiier the smallest relaxation of Discipline; but, & consequence of 
their good conduct before, and nothing more than murmurs being upon 

myself to remit the Sentence of Death, and send them to jl^ermo as the gaJ^ 

lies. The men were all drawn up in a square formed by the troops with tlieir 

eyes bouml, and all the ceremony was gone through, except firing; ;.Vheo 1 direcjMI^I^' 
pardon to |)e read : One oP them was almost gone before it was finishedi, i l^st 
a good effect. 1 have communicated your Lordship's hkndsome cpmp^^tpeo^loA^ Cap« 
tains, of the squadron, which they most sensibly feel; and are.oiily 80iTgr,<i^t[v,'^- nature 
pf the service, they are employed ou, will not admit of thbir distiriguishirig^einsi^es riioro 
particularly. For my own part, 1 feel so much indcblcd ^ yhiUr Lordship for. your constant 
attention to me, that 1 atn. satisfied 1 can never do enoughV;^ Vf|i^ my powers, or ability, ' 
would permit my acripg mote vigorously against the horrid, pliilfideriDg and treachei||^J. 
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enemy. His Majesty will, I hope, the moincnl he regains Na])lcs, make some great 
examples of his' villainous Nobles. Piguatelii has loaded iny man with irons, for carrying 
the letter sent by her. Majesty for him, through Lady Hamilton: 1 trust, l)elbix: long, 1 
shall have a puli at his nose for it. 1 have two or three to settle, with, if we get in. I 
hope the King will not employ Micherouxe: he will only disgrace any corps he may be 
intrusted with. 1 am glad that his Majesty has promoted the Swiss Lieutenant, who was 
wounded, poor fellow, at the liead of his men . — Hay 13. Cockburnc has just joined, 
and brings such famous news that 1 am half mad with joy. The Scoundrels Avill and must 
be anDihilated.**-ilf<iy 14. You will sec, my liord, by the enclosed translation of Prince 
Trabia's letter, tliat his Majesty has ordered a Court Martial to try Marshal Yauch; but as 
tlierc are only four Officers here of the rank qualified to sit, according to the Neapolitan 
laws, I think he cannot legally be tried, until his Majesty sends over three more Officers. I 
should have been happy to have sat on it, and to have directed sonic of our Captains to have 
accompanied me; but as wc are not in his Sicilian Majesty’s service, it would have caused 
some nwe at home, and certainly would uot liave been legal: I submit to your Lordship s 
better judgment. Officers cau be sent here in a few days. In the mean time I have directed 
the General to be put under arrest, and the depositions to be taken, that the trial may be 
short when it begins: this mode is perfectly regular in their service, illl that is to be done, 
when a witness is called after this, is to ask, whether the written jwper read be his evidence? 
and a few other questions that may arise. I trust your Lordship will explain to Ins Majesty, 
that we have every inclination to comply witli his orders: In this instaiif’c I think it im- 
possible.' 

During these arduous Operations of the Squadron under Captain Troubridge, H.B.M. 
sloop I’Espoir bad arrived on the 12th of May, 1799, at Palermo, with the important 
information, that the French fleet had been seen off Oporto. The same night I’Espoir had 
mled to Piocida, with orders for Captain Troubridge’s squadron, except one ship of the 
Jlne hnd the fngatesi lieing Lord Nelson’s intentions to detach them 

forthes^ty of Minorca. Or^rs had been also sent to Captain Ball, and to the Itussiaii 
Admual. On tlw Iffth of the same month, at nine o’clock in the evening, the lieuleimnt 
of the Peterell 1^ flllo arrived at Palermo, by land, the sloop not having been able to 
get up; with tW additional intelligence which had been received from Captain Styles, 
th a t thirty-^vd tM^'of ihd enemy had passed the Straits during tlie evening ot the 6th, and 
Im^gpriO tM'Jtf^iterranean. Captain Peard had also fallen in wiUi them, and had 
dOuifled thilW t^y- sail, nin^een* of which appeared to be of the line. Lord Nelson, 

ettipst^ them at nioeteen sail «f the line, two of them ihree- 
^ 9t ttwmty-ilva ahipa of war. They had sailed from Brest April 8C, 

s’ , ... 
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on hearing this, immcdialely sent another leller to Captain Troubridge, desiring him to join 
with all llic ships of the line under his command, and, if possible, with a frigate. 

Tin: objects of the Enemy, who had thus escaped the vigilance of Xord Bridport owing 
to a strong gale and a thick fog, were to unite with the whole Spanish naval force; to pro- 
ceed l«> Toidon in order to embark troops there; and, with them, to act suecessively-upon 
JNlinorca, Naples, and Sicily. They had also ho]>es of falling in with our detached squa- 
drons in the Mediterranean, and overpowering them in detail; and, by the distance which 
they kept from the coast of Portugal, they had expected to prevent any inlelligpnce of 
tlieir approach being conveyed to our Gknmanders. Lord Keith had been kept from 
seeing them, as they passed his station off Cadiz, by the haziness of the weather; and had 
not one of their luggers shewn her colours and fired into the Camclion, Captain Styles 
would <*erlainly have Irecn taken. A strong westerly wind, which prevailed at that time, 
did not allow of any communication between the s(]uadron under Lord Keith and Lord 
St. Vincent.— 'J’hc atlairs of the French llcpublic, in Italy, were at that time in a hopeless 
and desperate state; and as Sir Morton F.den had informed Lord Nelson, from Vienna, 
on the 8th of May the French government had sent orders to Buonaparte in Egypt, as 
u('ll bv the way of Naples as through the channel of the Spanish Consul at Tunis, imme- 
diately to return to FiUrope with Ilcrihier, and resume the command of the army of Italy. 
'I’liis inlclligem'c had been transmitted by the Hon. T. Grenville from Berlin, where the 
Abbe Sicyes was stationed to beguile and prepare the ruin of that Sovereign. The account 
which fiOrd Nelson had received from Carthagena was, that the French fleet which had 
cntcrcil the Mediterranean consisted of tM’cnty-four sail of the line, six frigates, and three 
sloops: when off Carthagena they had sent in one of their sloops, in order that the Spanish 
ships might make sail and join. Their answer was, ‘ 'I’hcy had not men to man their ships.’ 
The French replied, ‘ We have men enough on board for that purpose.’ 'file Spaniards, 
however, would not come out. 

The anxious situation of Lord Nelson, on first hearing of the sailing of this powerful 
force from Brest, is descrilaid by himself in writing to Earl St. Vincent, May 13, 1799* 

* What a state, my dear Lord, am I in. If I go, I risk and more than risk Sicily, and what 
‘ is now safe on the continent; for wc know, from expcricnt;c, that more depends on opinion 
than on acts themselves. As I stay, my heart is breaking, and to mend the matter I am 
seriously unwell.'— The spirit, however, of this great Warrior always rose in proportion to 
the approach of the danger which he had to contend with. On hearing, afterwards, that the 
French fleet had actually entered the Mediterranean, lie at first prepared with the Vanr 
guard, the only ship then lying in the bay of Palermo, to give them a warm reception and.; 
to defend his post to the last. When he had at length collected some of his ships, he was 
detained by a gale of wind; which continued blowing from the E. S. £. until the SOth. 



1()9 

On the 19th \w had sent the lollowing letter, from Palermo, to Captain K. J. Poole of the 
Seahorse, in the bay of Naples. ‘ My dear Sir: As the eoimnand of the ships in the Ihiy 
of Naples will devolve on you, I need not pretend to point out what your local situation 
enables you so much Itctler to judge of than myself. You will address your letters to me. 
Sir William Hamilton will open them, and do every thing which he can to incUoriitc the 
condition of the poor Islanders; for I know that your letters must be of coinplaiiil ... 1 hope 
to |§et ten sail of the line together, and shall keep of! ^faretiino, either to receive reinibree- 
ments, if the French arc Ijound ujiwards, or to fly to Minorca, if that is their destination. 
I wish very much to have you with me, but ihitt is impossible at prescnl.’—Ou the next 
day. May 2()th, l^ord Nelson left Palermo, and saiieil with tlie Vanguard, Culloden, Zea- 
lous, Minotaur, Ilacrlem, St. Sebastian, and a Portuguese corvette, the Swallow. ‘ 1 have 
only,' wrote he to Karl St. Vincent, May 23, ‘ to remain on the northern side of litarclimo 
to keep covering Palermo, which shall lie defended to the last. Your Lordship may dcjiend 
that the squadron under my command shall never fall into the hands of the enemy ; and 
before we are destroyed, 1 have little doubt but they will have their wings so completely 
clipped, that they may be easily overtaken. If lliis event had not hapjiened, we should 
have been in Naples.' — Earl St. Vincent had, previous to this, directed Lonl Keith to 
detach Rear Admiral Duckworth to join this .squadron offMareliino, with the Leviathan, 
Centaur, liellerophon and Powerful: with a promise to Lord Nelson of a further supply, 
when Admiral Whitshed should arrive from England with the expected reinforcement of 
the Queen Charlotte, Triumph, Defiance, Bellona, llepulse, Phoenix and Kthalion. 

Sir W. Hamilton wrote to Lord Nelson on the 21st of May, 1799: ‘ I see that Caraccioli 
has profited directly of the absence of your line of battle ships, anil attacked your smaller 
ones at Procida.'-— An account of tliis proceeding, May 17, had been also conveyed to Lord 
Nelson by the Zealous, transmitted from Captain James Oswald who commanded the Per- 
seus bomb vessel. * My Lord: I beg leave to acquaint you, that at four A. M. this morning, 
jthe gun a^ mojltar boats of the enemy made an attempt on the ships at anchor off Procida, 
^nusting of H. $. M. fngate la Minerva, H. B. M. bomb vessel Perseus, and five gun boats, 
with two mortar vessels. Tlie enemy’s force in all consisted of twenty-three, of which four 
were tartans, each mounting two heavy gun.s, and two were mortar vessels; the remaining 
seventeen were gun boats, and large launches with each a gun mounted. Having conti- 
nued attack for two hours, they retreated to Baia; where they were joined by five more 
large .tftT;tftos, anti still remain at anchor there ready to take advantage of another calm. 
,.^ t^’gun boaJiB .directed most of their fire at la Minerva, she was the only sufferer from 
.the eq^i^^en^. bttviog received a shot through the main mast, and another wounding ilic 

I killed and four badly wounded. The Sicilian gun 

T): -^hdrea acquitted themselves with much credit; and the spirited 

-'.O';'. "s . ,,, 
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rxaniplc s«'i by Captain Scliankcy, who voUinhTrcd to lead them into aetioiiy was the 
priiiei|)al cause of the speedy retreat of those belouginu; to the enemy. Ilis Majesty’s ship 
liull Don being becalmed about a mile off, prevented her getting uj> lime enough to share 
in the action.’ In coiithiuatioiu Mwf ‘21, 1799. ‘ As the weather is now quite settled 
and little wind, 1 expect th(‘ enemy M’ill make an attack to night. 1 find they acknow- 
Icilgc iweKc to have been killed, and as many wounded. The Seahorse not having yet 
been able to get up from Salerno, our for<-e only consists of the Neapolitan frigate la 
Minerva and the Perseus; but I hourly expect to see the Seahorse heave in sight. Our 
force being so small, we ought, in my opinion, to meet them under sail, and not wait their 
attack at anchor. lUit such an universal panic has seized the whoh* of the inhabitants of 
I’rocida and Ischia, that Avas even the Perseus to get under Avcigh, the iidiabitants Avould 
take to their boats and leave the islands. 'I'he day after the Zealous sailed, a gale of wind 
drove nu; out of sight c»f Procida for a day; and I found. On my return, the Governor, 
Judge, &c. had every thing ready to g('l off as fast as they could had we not hove in sight, 
as an ojiinion Avas gone abroad that the English had deserted them, a report which the 
Jacobins made the most of. Yesterday Caraccioli harangued the sailors, and promised to 
siiAc llu'in up Procida and Iscliia to military plunder, as .soon as they should gc^t possession 
of lh«‘m. Since our line of battle ships left the Pay, he has been using every exertion to 
lit «»nt the frigate and corvette, and avo ha\e intelligence that they will be ready to morrow 
jjight. The San Ia'ou is lhi.s moment arrived Avitli a prize tartan, which she eut'out from 
nn<hT a battery at Cape Circelli.’ -On tlu' 23lh of May, Captain Foote in Avriting to Jjord 
Ntdstm from oft' Procida, addfxl, ‘ Caraccioli threatens a second attack with a considerable 
addition of force. I have* put Iaa'o of the Seahorse’s thirty-tAvo pound carronadcs into Uie 
bombard brought oft’ from Caslcllamare. and Ave are in every respect prepared to recicivcthe 
eiiem^'. That your Lordship may knoAv I have done my utmost to recover the brave marines 
of the Z<‘alous, I enclose the letters Avhich I Avrote to the French commanding Officer about 
them, and copies of his answers; and I have resolved, in <-onsequcncc of his breach of faith 
and infamous expressions, mdther to send nor receive a flag of truce from the French.' 

AVhilst liOrd Nelson and tlie Officers of his squadron AA'cre anxionslj' aAvailing the un- 
certain rcs\dl of a contest Avith an enemy so greatly superior, resolving Avilh their illustrious 
Chief that the. glory of their perilous night at Aboukir, should not be sullied oft’ Maretimo; 
Captain llallowell had sent a present to Lord Nelson of a Coffin, every part of Avhich had 
been actually made of the Avood and iron from a piece of the main mast of fOrient, that had 
been taken up by the SAviftsure before she left her station off Alexandria. Tlic Coffin was 
accompjinied Avith the folloAvingnote: ‘ Suiflsuret May ^3. My Lord: llereAvith I send you 
a Coffin made of part of TOrient’s main mast; that when you are tired of this life you may 
be buried in one of your OAvn trophies; but may that period be far distant, is the sincere 
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wish of yoiif obetlicnl and inuc;h obliged servant, Ben. Ihilhur It. ’—The aslonisliineiil llml 
prevailed amongst the ship’s company, when they were ac tually convinced it was a Collin 
which had been thus conveyed on board, will be long remeinbeivd by their OHiccrs: fVe slmll 
have hot work of it hulenl, said one of the old Agamemnons, you see the Admiral intends to 
fiithl till he is killed^ and there he is to he huried. Lord Nelsoic' afterwards placed it upright 
with the lid on against the after division, or bulkhead of his cabin, behind his chair whore 
he sat at dinner, and viewed it with the imdauuled mind of a great warrior.— 'rherc' had 
been, however, an extraordinary gloom and dc'prcssiou of mind for some lime visible in his 
fionlship, which too much corrcspondcwl wdlh the present he had reeeived. NolwiiliMand- 
ing all his honours and all his glory. Nelson was becoming dissatisfied with himself, and 
the irritability and misery which this gi-adiially occasionc'd, will appear in many of his 
sul»sequcut letters. Jn one, that had been written during February to an intimate: friend, 
is the following passage; ‘ 'J’hank 3 'ou most heartily, my dear Davison, for your letter. 
Believe me, my only wish is to sink with honour into the grave, and when that shall ph'asc: 
God, I shall meet death with a smile. Not that I am insensible to the I lonoui-s and Riches 
my King and Country have hc'aiK'd upon me, so much more than any Oflicer could deserve; 
vet am I ready to quit this world of trouble, and envy none but those of the estate six feel 
by two.’ 

Ill writing May 28 , 1799, when off'IVapano, to Earl Sl.Viiu'enl, he said, ‘ Pray ( Jod send 
volt success against the Dons; for 1 hope the French arc got into ’I’oulon, and are not near 
enough to prevent your eompicst. Our Fiiiglish ships shall be ready for you in ibrty eight 
hours, the Porlugue.se may be a little longtT. Niza is as gootl a young man as ever livi'il. 


1 Ijc'gtm properly with him and wc arc like brothers. AMial T did respecting his Ordei-s, 
&c. was done in Coum-il with the Queen and Lady Hamilton, and they are not bad Coun- 
sellors. Your Lords]iip is acquainted with ray intention of raising the blockade of Malta, 
and of uniting my whole fbae oft' Msiretimo. I have not yet heard from Captain Ball, what 
lie has done in consequence; therefore wc are coniplelcly on our guard. On your leaving 
me to act as I thought bcgil, from the situation of affairs, J have determined to carry my 
squadi-on back to Palermo to complete their provisions to si.x months, and be in moinenlai y 
readiness to proceed as you may order; leaving in the bay of Naples, Scahoise, Perseus, 
Bull Dog, Mutinc, and San lieoii to protect the islands, which would fall the moinent mir 
ships were withdrawn. My reason for remaining in Sicily is to cover the blockade of NapIcN 
with the certainty of preserving Sicily in case of an attack. If we were to wilhdraa our 


« On U»A Nelson’s leaving the Vanguard, the Coffin was carried with him into ilie Foiulioyani, 
t^mained for many days on the gratings of the quarter deck. Whilst his Officers were one Hay lookm!,' at this 
extraordinary present, bis bortlship caAe out of the cabin: You my hok at it. Gentlemen, ,iiid lie, as yon 
pleatt} hut dcpaid on it none of you ikutt hoot it. 
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ships, it would throw such a damp upon the people, that I am sure tiiere would be no 
rcsistauce; an<l 1 am conviuced, from the favourable aspect of affairs iti It^y, there will 
be no attack nuuh'. here, whilst the French know wc have such a force to appear against 
tiu'iu.’ — On the 8th of May, the King of Sardinia in returning his thanks to Lord Nelson 
i'or the salislactory letter which ihul Admiral had lately addressed to his Majesty, referred 
him to the Chevalier Ihilbe, principal equerry to the King, who had orders to call at 
Palermo on his inlcnch'd tour to Germany and liussia. ‘ I trust, my dear Admiral,’ added 
the King, * that, from every thing we can judge of at present, a gracious Providence will 
at length bring this brigandage to an end, and that the good cause will prove victorious. 
Such is the prayer whudi we offer up incessantly to Heaven. You may place implicit con- 
fidence in whatever the Chevalier Balbe says on my part: he is a gentleman, whose talents 
and services, both public and private, have acquired a right to my confidence and will 
therefore, 1 hope, obtain yours. I have charged him to assure you, how very grateful I 
feci for all your attention, and how entirely 1 rely on a person so honourable and so irre- 
proachable as yourself. May G(m 1 ever keep j’ou, my dear Admiral, under his gracious 
and holy protection. Your Friend, CnARLK.s Kmmanuel.’ — His Majesty at that time 
entertained great apprehensions from the French troops in Corsica; and a part of llic 
Chevalier’s instructions were to request Ix)rd Nelson, if possible, to detach a ship or two 
to the Sardinian coast, and to allow some of the English troops to garrison that part of 
the Island which was nearest to Corsica. 

On returning for a short time to Palermo, Lord Nelson wrote again to Earl St. Vincent. 

‘ May 30, 1799- The Vanguard anchored here yesterday; but it has been so calm, that, 
exce|)t the Emerald, none have yet got in. Aftcf t"’0 days 1 hope they will all be as ready 
for service as our means allow of. I have our dearTroubridge for my assistant, in every 
thing wc arc brothers. Hood and Hallowell are as active and go;^,||S ever: not that I 
nteau to say any art: otherwise; but you know tlicse arc men of resources. Hardy was 
bred in the old school, and, I can assure you, that I never have been belter satisfied with 
the real good discipline of a ship than the Vanguard’s — 1 hope from my heart that you 
will meet the Dons alone : If the two fiects join, I am ready and witli some of my ships 
in as high order as ever went to sea. The Russian ships are blocking up Ancona; but 
again the Genereux has est'upcd them. As to politics they are my abomination : The 
Ministers of Kings and Princes arc as great scoundrels as ever lived : The brother of the 
Emperor is just going to marry the Great Something of Russia; and it is" than 
expected that a kingdom is to be found for him in Italy^ and that the King of Naples will 
be sacrificed. June 5. We are so much on the tip-toe of expectation, thsit I feel almost 
unable to detail my operations. You will hear of all ray history with Tripoli. I am put 
on my guard by your just description. We arc better friends with the Bashaw than eVer. .• 



1 sclcclcd Comnuxlorc Cainphcll for llu* sorvin* ; in ilu; lirsl iijslauco, bi-rauso Ik* was fit for 
llic business, ami secondly to mark, thal altliougli 1 could censun* when wrong, ye.l lhal 1 
Ijorc no resentment for the past, having done on lhal occasion whal 1 thou<rhl riwlit. 'I'he 
Cotiimodorc has on this scrvicx! conducted himself with proper spirit atxl judgment, and 
by it has made u very advantageous peace for Porlugal. As tin; Manpiis de Vi/a is going 
to send the Commodore's Captain to Lisbon, with an account «>f this pca<‘e, 1 l)eg leav«; to 
say, lhal Don J. Marco d’Almado has on several occasions eonducled himself with spirit, 
and always with much zeal for the service in which we arc jointly engaged. The liev of 
Tunis has stopped some vessels with my passports, and pretends to justify it, that were 
carrying provision for men fighting in the same cause with himself: 1 hope to bring the 
gentleman to reason. My time hst^ been so much occupied, thal I have not been able to 
pay that attention to the Harbary StaU*s I could have wished ; but 1 know those folks 
must be talked to with honesty and firmness. June 6. It is not yet decided, but it is pro- 
babh*, that in forty-eight hours we may sail for the bay of Naples, in order to replace II. S, 
Majesty on the throne. God send us good luck, and may he bless us! May every success 
attend you, may health and long life be granted you, and may you ever b«; the Tricnd of 
your afTeclionale Nelson.’ 

Earl St. Vincent on the 22d of May, 1799, had sent the following intelligence to fiord 
Nelson from Port Malion. — The Spanish fleet, consisting of fnmt seventeen to twenty 
sail of the line, passed the Gut into the Slmils on the morning of the 1.5th; then? can be 
no doubt of their coming this way. I ihewfore cannot justify the diminution of my force, 
80 inadequate to the numerous points 1 have U> d(*fend, nor can I give your Lordship any 
specific instructions how to act ; being in total ignorance of the real slate of the security 
of Sicily, further than depends upon the two British regiments in the citadel of Messina.’ — 
This Spanish fleet, commanded by Don G. Mazarredo, had sustained very considerable 
damages off Utc coast of Oran on the l6th and 17th of May. 'I’wo of their lim? of batik* 
shqw were totally dismasted, others had lost their main and mizen masts, and many their 
topmasts; which effectually crippled their force, and disappointed the projects of tin? 
French Repulflic. 

The health of Earl St. Vincent continuing in a very dangerous state, rendc!rcd his return 
indispensable. He remained, however, in consequence of the circuinstauccs that had iak<*u 
place in the Mediterranean, until the apprehensions which had arisen from the appi’arauci* 
of the Enemy’s squadrons hail in some measure subsided. Jjord Nelson, at his heart, sin- 
cerely nMpected Uiis Commandef in Chief; and on hearing of his intentions, thus cxprcssctl 
the powerful feelings of a grateful and affectionate mind.—* Palermo, June 10. We have 
reports, my Lord, that you are thinking of going home; this distresses us most e.xceed- 
ipgly, and tnysclf in particular: so much so, that I have more than serious thoughts of 
, voi, ii, . . . * ^ 
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roiurninsi', irilial event should lake place. But for the sake of our Country, do not quit 
ul this serious monieul. I wish not to detract from the merit of whoever may be your suc- 
cessor; hut it must take a length of time, which 1 hope the war will not give, to he in 
any manner a St. Vi'icont. We look up to you, as we have always found you, as to our 
father, under whose fostering care we have b<H;n led to Fame. Jf, my dear Lord, I have 
any weight in your friendship, let me entreat you to rouse the sleeping Lion; give not up 
a particle of your authority to any one, be again our St. Vincent, and we shall be happy.’ 

On the 31sl of May, 1799t i» consequence of the damages which the Spanish fl('cl had 
sustained, Karl Sl.Vincenl had been ('uabled to detach Admiral Duckworth to Ixnd Nelson, 
with the lawisiihan, NorthumlH'rland, Foudroyant, and Majestic. On the arrival of this 
reinforcement his Lordship (piitted the Vanguard, and shifted his flag on board the Fou- 
droyanl. On the 7lh of June he was advanced Rear Admiral of the Red. 

Aihutral f^ord Nelson to Citfdahi E.J. b'ooie/ dated off Maretimo, June 18. 

* Dear Sir; 1 am very much obliged to you tor all your interesting letters; and should 
the C'ardinal, or Russians, be in possession of Naples, and it be subdued for its lawful 
Sovereign, and you think that the Neapolitan ships w'ilh the San Leon, arc suflicient to 
guard the Islands and the Bay of Naples; you will join me without loss of lime otl' Mare- 
limo, with the ship you command, tin* Perseus bomb and Mutinc brig, as 1 have nut a 
iiigal(' with me; but, if you think otherwise, 1 must leave it entirely to your own judg- 
iiH'iit to act for the gtK)d of his Majesty’s service.’— In his other letters his T^ordship had 
said, ‘ 'L'he (Jovernor of Ischia, General Acton tells me, shall be sujicrscded, his conduct 
is infamous. 1 have scolded about the provisions, and I hope you will have plenty in 
fulun;. 'J’he French fleet were seen in the gulph of Lyons steering for Toulon, the Spanish 
fleet oft' Cape dc Gallc, Lord St. Vincent olF Barcelona.' 


On th(! ‘21st of June, two days liefore Earl St. V’incent sailed from Million for England 
in the Argo, he took this flirewell of Nelson. * A thousand thanks, my dear Lord, for a 
number of kind letters, that of the O'th instant startles me ; being very apprehensive die 
Court of .Si<*ily is deceived as to the disposition of the Nca[)oiilaus, who have proved them- 
selves unworthy of trust and confideiure; and the island of Sicily will be exposed to great 
hazard by your removal. I am so completely done up, as to be fit for nothing but soli- 
tude; and I shall proceed in a day or two to Gibraltar, on my way to England. I can 
give you no positive instructions in the present uncertainty, tQjytphing the ji>|>cratio08 of the 
French ; therefore the next best thing is to leave you to your own cxcettent judgment. 
God bless you, my dear Lord, and send us {leacc, tliat Wb may meet again J depart 
this w'orld ; in which, [ trust, there is great store of happiness for Lady Nelson 


'riiat every blessing may be long continued to you, is the devout wish of 

‘ 'l lii* letter was not received by Captain Foote until aiz oJclock on the morning of ihe 24 th of Jpne. 
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truly aftbclionutc, St. Vincent. Mis Lordship had previously, on llio lO’ili of June, sji'en 
up the command to Iiord Keith. 


Anno 

^tat. 41 


The Iransaclious in the Bay ol Naples during the suuinier of 179y» have been 
much discussed both at home and abroad; and, owing to the |)erveision of facts, 
not generally with that candour, or oven accuracy, which the very jjoculiar tiitheulty of the. 
service appears to have demanded. The leading actor in these evlraordinary 'riansaciions, 
and the cause of the principal (xliuiu that ensued, was Cardinal F. KulVo, his Sicilian Ma- 
jesty’s Vicar General. To him, therefore, our attention must be in the fust place directed; 
and that at the time when, after laiuling in Calabria as has been already relate. il, lu* was 
advancing with his army consisting of a motley tribe of Calabrese royalists, galley .slaves, 
and criminals from the gaols and banditti from the south to the north of tlw' kingdom. 
Notwithstanding the Cause he had espoused, and the general loyalty of the lower elah.scs 
of the people, Ruftb was never at any time seen in the front of his troops. Naturally a 
coward, he acted with all the selfishness and indecision of such a character. Although the; 
orders he had received from his Royal Master peremptorily commanded him not to treat 
with Rebels, and more especially with Traitors of high rank whose ingralilude (Icmanded 
exemplary punishment;' the Cardinal gradually Iwcaim* inclined, like Fignatelli, to modify 
and alter his instructions. This particularly appeared in a letter dat(‘d April 
which he sent from his then head quarters at Polieoro to the Governor of Froeiila.— ‘ 1 
could not,’ said his Excellency, ‘ advance on the side ol’ Salerno, b(>.eanse the eaptun^ ol' 
Brindisi, and, I might also say, the loss of the proviiu’es of rjceec, Bari, and Matera, 
obliged me to march towards the Adriatic, with a view of restoring those provinces to our 
Sovereign. Moreover, as the intended landing of the Russians and Turks must take place 
on the shores of the Adriatic, 1 mean to settle a free communication with them, and to 
form the whole plan of iny future operations with their Gemuals. Previous to my advancing 
towards Naples, it will, I think, be requisite for me to reconquer in great measure evciy 
part of the kingdom; which would necessarily deprive all those of their resources and pro- 
visions, who may continue in rebellion: I do nut, however,’ added the Cardinal, * intend 
to^makc great exertions in the Upper Provinces on the side of Rome, As, acconliii^ to my 
ideas, we must not drive the principal Jacobins at Naples to despair, but must rather leave them 
the means of escape. The anarchy, after all, is not so great as some people may inuigini*; 
and this cannot be overcome, until his Majesty recovers his authority; by which means the 
disttSfected would abandon all hope of seeing the Bccomplishmenl of their dream of lii)erly.' 

• Thd conclusion of the Cardinal’s letter completely illustrates the spirit and cause oi lii$ 

« A priviijke letter King toCnrdiiMl tluflb found amongst the Nckon papers, amply sii|)|Hjrts tins asser- 
tion, wlti^ >» stironger terms. 
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opcralioiis when lie reached Naples, ll is obvious, that with an idea of recovering that 
M(;lropulis without niu(*h personal risk, or indeed odium from tltc Kepublicans of high rank 
and connt'xious, he had determined to act towards them with wlml Captain Troubridge 
denominaled, the true Nea(iolilan ShiifHe: a conduct highly disgraceful to his sacred eha- 
ract(w, and involving the professional integrity <)f those English Naval Offi(!crs who had 
the misfortune to be associated with him. With these ideas in his mind, Ruflb continued 
to advaiict; with his arm}' towards Naples. 1 laving, with the assistance of the English ships, 
taken possession of Caprea and Castellamarc, he approacdied the metropolis, and took the 
forts on the sithr by Mount Vcsu\ ins, of which Vonle de Maddelena was the most consi- 
derable. lie then endeavoured to gel possession of the Castles Uovo and Nuovo, which 
command tin* anchorage in llu; bay of Naples, where alj the principal Traitors in the whole 
kingdom of the 'I’wo Sicilies had retired for shelter. 

The Cardinal, in all these proceedings, Inul l>een very powerfully supported by the 
detached Stpiadron which Lord Nelson had smit into the bay of Naples: At first under 
the command of Captain Troubrhige, and afterwards of Captain Mood; and, when both 
those ofiicers had h'ft llic station to reinforce their Admiral against the Enmch ficct, the 
command had devolved, tvith a very inferior force, on Captain Edward .fames Foote of the 
Seahorse, whose profe-ssional character had been long established for ability and integrity. 
J-’roin the Meinoir" which that Officer afterwards drew up of his subsequent conduct, for 
the information of Lord Nelson, and the various letters he has since been obliged to pub> 
lish in consequence of a shamefid attack on his professional conduct in the bay of Naples, 
considerable light has been thrown on this subject. 

‘ I shall not,' says Captain Foote, * notice the various letters I received from the Cardi- 
nal : they w'ill prove, if investigated, how very lillle he knew about the force that was under 
my orders, or what w as [tussible to lx: done by a few small ships of war; and that he kept 
advancing without any Jixixl plan or project, trusting entirely to the chapter of accidents. 
On the 9th of June, 17f)9> 1 received a letter from the Cardinal, in which he mentioned, 
that on the 1.3th, or 14 th, he should be at the Torre del Greco; and he gave me some signals, 
by w'hich I was to know' when the Royal Army reached that place: accordingly, on the 
13th, I stood into the; hay, but saw no signals. Innumerable requests were made to pie for 
assistance, but no one could tell me, for certain, where the Cardinal was .... As I have 
since learned, instead of ln:ing at his rendezvous at the appointed lime, he was at Nola; 
but as to any direct information 1 had none, not receiving any letter from him between 
the 9th and 17 th of that month. * 

* On tlie evening of June 13tli, the Cardinal, or rathei: the Russians, took the fort of 

Sc'c a pamphlet, since become scarce, published by Captain Foote fai entitled, s,A Vindication of his 
('undiict in the bay of Naples, in the summer of 1799. 



V illcinu aiul the* bridge; of iVTiululonu.. Canicciolis gun bouts annoyed tliciii ti good tlrul, 
the weather prevented uiy a|)proachiiig siifliciently close witli the frigjiles ; but if tlte 
galleys (with Count Lhiirii) had been with me, I should eertaiidy have taken some ol’ the 
gun boats, or caused ihein to retreat. On the I4lh the \v<;ather was bad, and it uas not 
until the l.!)lh, the day the galleys joined me, that 1 eould venture so deep into the Bav' as 
the Castles of Uevigliano and Caslcllamare, Avhieh eapilninled . , . On lh(^ 17 ih I informed 
the Cardinal, that I should immedialcly join the gun boats anil mortar boats at the l*icdi 
Grotta, with those given up at Castellamare, with a view ol‘ attaeking Castle Uovo. On 
the night ol the same day, June 17 » I sent an Otliei'r to the Cardinal; when he infuriiicd 
me, that the rebels and the French, particularly the latter, had refused to eapiiulaie to an 
Ecclesiastic; that his means were’ scarcely suflicient to ixhIuco determined and obstinate 
people, and that he wished me to try what 1 could do, by oliering to hearken to the terms 
they might have to propose. On the 18th 1 sent Captain Oswald of the Perseus with a 
letter to the Commandant of Castle Uovo, in the hope of its opening the way to a nego- 
ciation. The very insolent verbal answer which 1 received was, No/ts vmdons la licpiih/iqitf 
tine et indivisible, nous mourons pour etlc: Voila noire rlponse, lloignez vous Citoyen, I'ite! 
viie ! — 1 made the Cardinal acquainted w'ith this, and that it was my inli nlion to attack 
the Castle by every meuns in my power; lo %vhich his Excellency iirplied, I’liat it was no 
longer time to hearken (o Capitulations, and that it became necessary to think seriously 
of attaeking Fort St. Elmo. 

* The nc.\t day, June lyih, to my great surprise, 1 received a letter rroin the Cardinal 
requesting me to cease hostilities, and not to reconmienee. them whilst the tiag of truce was 
flying, as a Ncgociatiou had taken place. The same night 1 sent an Oflicer to the Cardinal 
with the following letter,’' — I consider it my duty to inform your Emineucy, that so long 
an Armistice may prove very prejudicial to the interest ol* his Sicilian Majesty. The only 
way to reduce these Rebels is to fatigue them with our energy ; and by constantly attacking 
them not to allow them tune to breathe: for while we remain inaetivi', they form their 
mischievous schemes, and we have but too good reason to ex]>ect every thing fioin their 
treachery, which may shew itself when we least expect it. As my Sovereign is a prin- 
cipal Ally of the King of the Two Sicilies, I claim a right to he made acquainted with the 
subject of the present Treaty; as I am extremely anxious to learn, before night, how J 
am to conduct myself: since, if tlie Rebels are not treating for a Capitulation, 1 sec no 
reason why the firing on them should not recommence at sun-set. I must also inform your 
£ininency» after the answ^ I received yesterday morning, I«hall not treat with those 
until they beg of me to do so/ — ^"llie Cardinal sent word back . . . ‘ )i our h,xccl- 

‘ With th® ScahOf»e, Perteu*, Captsin' Oswald; Neapolitan frigate Sirena, Don Diego Na%el1i ; tlie galleys 
Felieo, Altiva, Aler^ta; and two gun boat«. Vindication, page I4». 
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lenc^' serins lo iliiiik that (lie delay may lie dangotxius : I rather believe that in ihe present 
situaliuii ot'udairs it cannot be otiicrwisc than favourable to us. Ever since this morning, 
from (he inoiiient they began to ti'cul alKiut a Capitulation, a gn‘at many began to desert 
from (he two Castles, and amongst them forty Fren(‘hmen at least, liesidcs a great many 
Italians; and tlie number of the fugitives will increase more and more under favour of the 
night. Wp have placed some Officers round the Castle Nnovo to receive these voluntary 
(irisoners, and to assure them they shall be forgiven, and this seems to succeed very well. 
And should those, w'ho have not yet ded, find the same safe reception and asylum on the 
water, I do believe that the French, in case of their being disposed to recommence hosti- 
lities, would find the tw’o Castles empty. AVe art' rather afraid, that the Treaty may be 
interrupted by the Castle licing stormed by the people,' as the Castle is all open, and the 
Calabirsc havt: already penetrated it. It does not appear to me, therefore, that they can 
entertain any reasonable hopes of rendering our position less favourable by delay. As, 
however, (he'JVcaty is principally carried on in the name of the Russians, I send your letter 
to Micheroux, that he may reply, as lui thinks proper, to your Excellency.* — Not receiving 
a line from thi* Chevalier de Micheroux, 1 informed (he Cardinal that I thought nothing 
could be more ])rejudicial to the interest of his Sicilian Majesty, than the having such a 
multiplicity of Chiefs; and that I kiu'wof no other than his Eminency, who was specially 
charged with the interests of the King of Naples, and that I could act witli no other 
pei-son. The Cardinal told the Officer whom I sent, that he knew nothing of what was 
going on ; that he stood in great need of the aid of the Russians, that he would not give 
them the least ground for complaint, and that it was the Russians who conducted the 
'I'reaty. On the lytli I received a project of a Capitulation alreadif signed by the Cardinal 
and the Chief of the Russians, with a request that I would put my name to it. In answer 
1 informed the Cardinal, that 1 had done so, because I considered him as the con/idenlial 
agent of his Sieiiian Majesty, and that some advantage would result from the Capitulation, 
otherwise he would not have signed it: but I could not say I approved of such a manner of 
treating, and that f could not he ansmrahle for its consequences. I also made some obsen'a- 
tions relative to St. Chno’s capitulating. At length on the 22d I received a letter from the 
Chevalier de Michcroux, with the capitulation in form, already signed by the C^inal and 
the Chief of lh(^ Russians. ] replied to the Chevalier de Micheroux, that I had signed where 
he pointed out; but that I protested against every thing that could be in the least contrary to 
the honour and rights of my Sovereign, and the Rriti^ Nation. I signed thil Capitulation, 
lest on a reverae of fortune, or the arrival of the enemy’s fleet, it might hai|ie been asserted, 
that my refusal was the cause of such misfortunes as might occur, and beeau^ t considered 
that the Cardinal teas acquainted with the will and intention of Ms Soeerdgn; Count 

'riiurn had told me, that the Chevalier de Michcroux was authorised to act in a diplomatique 
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clutractcr. 1 never was consulled by the Cardinal relative to the Capittilalion, and 1 hud 
neither instructions nor any document to assist or guide me.' 

The utter perversion of the will of their Sovereign, whieli the Cardinal and the Neapo- 
litan Officers who acted with him had thus in part accomplished, in order to save sonn; 
traitors of rank and fortune in the Castles of L>ovo and Nuovo, was rendered still more 
infamous by their afterwards endeavouring to involve tlie character of Captain Foote, and 
eventually that of Lord Nelson and his Country, in all the odium that had rt'sultcd fruiii 
these intrigues of the Cardinal. When he least expected it, to thi; confusion of himsi lf, 
and of his adherents, who had thus hoped to secure the accoinplishnnait of llu;ir fraudulent 
intentions, Lord Nelson on the 24th of June, 17 <) 9 , with seventeen sail of the line, with 
the Prince Royal on board the Foudroyant, and with 1700 troops in the sipiadron, cnicreil 
the bay of Naples, about thirty-six hours after Captain Foote had acceded to the Cai)iliila- 
tion. Previous to his leaving Palermo, his Lordship had sent the following note to Admiral 
Duckworth, dated June 21.—* On the return of our squadroji, which the Jacobins gave 
out was for fear of the French ftcet, all is undone again although they had in some meusinr 
agreed to terms', therefore liis Majesty has rccpiesled my immediate pn'scnce in the bay of 
Naples, which I shall execute this afternoon.’— On his Lordship’s arrival a Hag of tracts 
was flying on the Castles of Uovo and Nuovo, and on board the Seahorse, Ca|>taiti Foote, 
us there had not been sufficient time to execute the conditions of the Capitulation, flis 
Lordship feeling that Captain Foote had, by the treacherous misrepresentations of the 
Cardinal, been led to sign a Treaty of Capitulation which militated again.it the intentions 
of the King of Naples, immediately tlircw out the annulling signal, and, acting under the 
authority of the King, declared the Treaty to be invalid. The Rebels' then surremJered, to 
use his own words, to the mercy of their Sovereign, without any capitulation, and marched out 
as prisoners: and the Castles were taken possession of, fourteen days before the King’s 
arrival. In writing afterwards to Lord Spencer, he mentioned nearly the same circuni- 
stadees, and declared that the Treaty had been made with the rcbt'ls in dire(*t disobedience 
of his Sicilian Majesty's orders, who had entirely approved of his Lordship’s conduct. 

There is a curious iact preserved in one of Sir John Acton’s letters to SirW. Hamilton, 
which illustrates Lord Nelson's note to Admiral Duckworth, and would seem to prove, 
that both the Neapolitans, and tlie French, had been themselves guilty of the very fault 
which they were so anxious to fix on Lord Nelson. This letter is dated Palermo, June 20. 

* My dj^r Sir:. I went to the King this afternoon, in order to present you with his Majesty’s 
answer to Lord Nelson's letter: - 1 am therdbre authorised to tell you, that from the Cardi- 
nal's l^tter.^ ^>17th, which arrived to day, and' those from Procida of tlie IStli, we find, 
Thai- oa fUjg nrfff being spread emongsi the Republicans, <f the French feet being at sea, they 

‘ Ffom.lm of li^ Nctioa’s private notes on this subject. 
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broke the Truce granted at their desire for a Capitulation of the tuv Castles l/ovo and 'Suervo, 
and of Si. Elmo In/ the French. 'Fhosc last, howevn-, seem willing still to liear of terms ; but 
(lie Uepiililicaiis are making eontiniial sorties from their Castles, and St. Martino. 'I'lie 
Cardinal seems in a disagreeable' position.’— Sir William Hamilton enclosing the above letter 
on the same day to JiOrd Nelson, who was then on the point of sailing from ]*alcrmo, said, 

‘ By the latest accounts Irom Naples, the Uo 3 'alists and .lacobins are lighting it out. From 
what I see, without Cajitain Foote, the Cardinal would have done little . . . ^'our Lordship 
observes, that what we sus{)ected of the Cardinal has proved true; and I dare say, when 
the Capitulation of Naples comes to this Court, their Sicilian Majesties' Dignity will he 
mortified.’ 

Ca|tlain Foote, in his Vindication," adds, ‘ On the ‘evening of the 24th of June, 1 did 
myself the honour to wait on Lord Ni'lson, when his Lordship was pleased to say, that he 
was aware 1 had been placed in an arduous and unpleasant situation; that he gave me all 
possible credit for zeal, assiduity, and good intentions; but that 1 had been imposed on by 
that worthless fellow. Cardinal Rudb, who was endeavouring to form a party hostile to the 
interests of his Sovereign. I respectfully observed, that I had indeed lieen placed in a 
most an.\ious situation ; having had more reason, amongst many disagreeable and trying 
circumstances, to expect the enemy’s fleet, rather than that under his Lordshij>’s command, 
in Naples Bay: That I could not be sujijioscd to know', or even imagine that the Cardinal 
was acting contrary to his Sovereign’s interest, when 1 saw him" retained in his very high 
and confidential situation; and my instructions directed me to cooperate to the utmost of 
my pow'cr with the Royalists, at whoso head Cardinal Ruflb was known to be placed even 
Ijcforc the scpiadron under Captain Troubridge had sailed from Palermo.’ 

Lord Helson to Admiral Duckwoiih, dated June 25, 1799* 

‘ iM y dear .-Vdmiral : As you will believe, the Cardinal and myself have begun our career 
by a complete ditferenee of opinion. He will send the rebels to Toulon. I say they shall 
not go. He thinks one house in Naples more to be prized, tlian his Sovereign’s honour. 
Troubridge and Ball are gone to the Cardinal for him to read my Declaration to the French 
and Rebels, whom he persists in calling Patriots; what a prostitution of the w'ord. 1 sliall 
send Foote to get the gun boats from Procida. I wish the fleet not to be more than two 
thirds of a cable from each other. I shall send you a sketch of the anchorage in forty 
fathom water. 'I'hc Foudroyant to be the van .ship. If the French fleet should favour us 
with a visit, I can easily take my station in the centre.’ ^ 

Ijord Nelson, it appears, could not in his own opinion have acted otherwise than he 

“ Page ei. 

'• Sir Jolm Acton aOcrti'ards, in a letter, mentioned the political necessity which hiul compelled the King of 
Naples to continue the Cardinal in his sitiiatinii. 
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did, without compromising the Honour of that Sovereign whose uulhoritv and orders his 
Lordship had received such implicit directions, from his govermuent, h» consider as a 
principal object during his servicers in the Mediterranean. Every thing, however, that the 
disap])ointed spirit ol rejiublicanism and French sophistry could invent, was sedulously 
employed to throw the whole odium of what had passed on the Ihitish Admiral; and, by 
a strange pervemion of Patriotism, Helen Maria Williams voluntarily came forward to give 
these sentiments an English dioss. From this ingtoious writer, tlic Ncapoliian 'I’railors 
received the following apostrophe: ‘ Honoured shades! illustrious martyrs of liberty! born 
to all the distinctions of rank, invested with those privih'ges which wealth confers on its 
possessors, endoyved with that knowledge whii li, in the hands of ihc uisc, is the most durable 
foundation of power; ye wished tif raise a degratU'd Nation to the dignity of eipial free- 
dom . . . Voii have made this glorious effort, not for yourselves, but for othei-s. 'I’ln' at tempt 
was sublime, it bore the stamp of Divinity. Ve have* perishe d under tin* stroke' of jyerfidy 
and despotism. —liOrd Nelson in a marginal note to this passage" wTote, ‘ Aliss Williams 
has in my opinion completely proved, that thi* persons she has named deserved death 
from the Monarchy: 'I’licy failed, and got hanged for their pains.’— The sjnrit of Demo- 


cracy however, which was for a lime, restrained by the exertions of l.ord Nelson and his 
Officers, too much succeeded in producing that first iinpi-ession on the public, which it is 
so difficult, even for truth, afterwards to efface. No less a mind than that of our lati' 
Senator, Mr. Fox, w'as affected by it, as appears from a passage in the e1o<|uenl six-ech 
which he delivered, during the ensuing year,' on the Address thanking his Majesty for 
refusing to negociate: ‘ Jl is said, that a parly of the llcpublican inhabitants at Naples, 
took shelter in the fortress of Caslello del Uovo. 1’hcy were besieged by a detachment 
from the Royal Army, to whom they refused to surrender; but ilemanded that a IJritish 
Officer should be brought foryvard, and to him they capitulated, 'riiey made, terms with 
him under the sanction of the British name. It wa.s agreed that their pei'sons and pro- 
per^y should be safe, and that they should be conveyed to'lVnilon. They were accordingly 
put on board a vessel ; but before they sailed, their property was cunfis(‘at<*d, numbers of 
them were taken out, thrown into dungeons, and some of them, I uiuleistaiul, notwith- 
standing the Biilish guarantee, absolutely executed.' 

These o^rvations from so great a Slalcsinan as Mr. Fox, astonished and hurt liord 
Nelson; and in the first moments of the irritability which they occasioned, he sent the fol- 
lowing letter' to Mr. Davison. ‘ My dear Sir: Mr. Fox having in the House of Commons 
mnde an accusation against someHody, for what he culls a breach of a'lVoaty with Ht'bcis 
wluch had been entered into with a British Officer; and having used language unbecoming 
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either the wisdom of a hcnator, or the politeness of a gentleman, or an Englishman who 
oughi ever to su])pusc, that his Majesty’s Oldicers would always act with Honour and Spirit 
in all their transactions] and as the whole affairs of the kingdom of Naples were, at the 
time alluded to, absolutely placed in my hands, it is I who am called upon to explain my 
fonduct: 1 therefore send you iny Obsert^ations' on the Infamous Armistice entered into 
by the Cardinal: and on his refusal to send in a joint Declaration to the French and Rebels, 
I sent in niy Note ; tin M'hich the Rebels came out of the Castles as they ought, and as I 
hope all those who arc I’also to their King and Country will, to he hanged or otherwise dis- 
posed of, us their Sovereign thought proper. The terms granted by Captain Foote of the 
Seahorse at Casicllamarc, were all strictly complied with; the Rebtds having sunendered 
before my arrival. There has been nothing promised by a British Officer, which his Sicilian 
Majesty htis not complied with, even when in disobedience to his orders to the Cardinal. 
Shew these papers to Mr. Rose or some others; and, if thought right, you will put them 
in the public; papers.’ 

Resiiecting the tenn Armistice, which his Lordship used in this letter, and apparently, 
from the hurry and agitation in which he wrote, for Treaty, it may be observed, that both 
the copies of it which have lH*cn printed by Captain Foote, and by Helen Maria Williams, 
are entitled, Frojet de Capitulation pour le Fort Neuf et le Fort de POuef. Lord Nelson hits 
written on that in H. M. Williams’ letters, Never executed, and therefore no Capitulatioh : by 
which he probably meant, never executed as” a Treaty; since before the Projet had' been 
entirely acted upon, he bad interposed his authority for reasons already mentioned; and 
having sent in other terms to the prisoners, they had of their ovtm accord, on those terms, 
surrendered without any conditions whatever. 

Whatever diflcrencc of opinion may remain in the minds of many peraons respecting 
this decisive measure, it is certain that tluj Admiral himself was entirely satisfied With the 
necessity and justice of his conduct — It is assuredly a subject of great delicacy and diffi- 
culty. It may, however, be observed, that Nelson possessed .some old fashioned ideas, 
which it would be well for society if they more generally prevailed. He had an utter horror 
for Republicans, and more particularly for those whom the hotbed of French Comqitioa 
had raised. He considered Rebellion against the lawful Sovereign of any Country, with' 
the saci-ed legislator, ‘ as the Sin of Witchcraft.’ The person of Majesty^ whatev:<^ deftsdts 
or infirmities it might individually possess, was always by;^m regarded fs ..The 

principle on which lie invariably acted, throughout the siiWquent punishment of these 
Traitors, both during his continuance at Naples, aqd*<»i his return to Patermb, was a 
determination not to interfere with the regular establish^' conrte of the t^biipolitan laws; 

' This invaluable Document was immcdiateljr carried by Mr. I^viton to one of the Cabinet Miaisten. Everv • 
search has been made for ity but bftherto without euOcess, * 
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and this principle of conduct was certainly worthy of Lord Nelson’s public characlor as a 
British. Admiral, purposely sent to support the government and laws of the Kingdom of 
Naples, which a variety of causes had disorganised. 

It must, however, be acknowledged, that many of our own Ofticers in the Mediteri uncaii, 
considered the Adniiral’s conduct as too decided, and evtm impolitic. Amongst whom was 
.Lord K^th, who had succeeded Karl St. N'incent in the Mediterranean. ‘ I am c.xtrenicly 
sorry,* said his Lordsliiji, in writing from olf Corsica, June S.Qth, 179!), ‘ that you should 
suspect the Cardinal, and I hope it will all turn out right ; but for Cod’s sake do nut let 
those § 9 od people carry their heads too high. 'I'licy will fnnl it more easy to improve the 
Government when in it, than to get into it. Therefore let llie.m return on any terms that 
are tolerable: and even did it depend on the King, and he w(;re to grant solid privileges 


to his people, it certainly would Ijc better to govern' free men than slav«*s. But his 
^Majesty ought to keej) tliis in mind, that if a rcvcrec of fortune, in favour of France, lakes 
place in Piedmont, he may lose the golden opporlimity. f can see the French troo|)s 
by thousands marching along the Riviera de Genoa, and would certainly hamper them if 


1 could sUiy on it. 'I'hc provisions and stores arc all carried by water.’ — Nor should the 


decided opinion of Captain Foote, as alrcady' given to the public, be omitted in this 
place: * Lord Nelson says. He found a Treaty entered into u'it/i the Ue-Mx, tchkh he is of 
ojnnioH might not to be carried into execution. It was, however. Capitulations actually 
signed in the name of His Sicilian Majesty, and his yVlIics, by those Officers who were, 
undoubtedly authorised to cuter into and sign swrh Treaties; and wliieli, once signed, 
must be executed, or an evident brctach of faith incurr«'.d on the jjart of that nation, whose 


power broke a solemn engagement made by themselves, in which the lives and properly of 
men were concerned; and who might have chosen to .sacrifice their existence, rather than 
have yielded at discretion to llwsc from whom little mercy was to be e.vpeeied.’— To 
.such persons as still retain sentiments similar to these great Officers, it may Ijc obsei v«nl, 
'rhat if liOrd Nelson, according to their ideas, in this instance acted at variance m ith his 
Jong established character for humanity and his great professional reputation, it certainly 
did not arise from wiy dishonourable jprinciplc, or want of feeling; and was an error, even 
if admiued as such, not of professtol integrity, but of political judgment: In which, as 
well as in various other instances of his life, he resembled the renowned Blake; of whom 


Df;., Johnson in consequence said, ^ We ‘must then admit amidst our eulogies and ap- 
plauses, , that the great, the, wise, and the valiant Blake was once Ijetraycd to an inconsi- 
derate and desperate enterprise, by the resistless ardour of his own spirit.’ 

Amidst tl^e Neapolitan Rebels whb had been compelled to take shelter in these Castles 
• of Uovo and Nuovo which cOmnnapdi t^e anchorage in, the Bay ol Na[»lcs, the deludctl 

• ViadlcM^i * Johnwii's Workg, Vol.XII. pagesv. 
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C'Araccioli had for a time remained. Hi^ .subsequent fate should be a memorable lesson to 
UK'ii, Y\lio in times of aiiarcliy and treachery from interested motives, endeavour to serve 
two inn.stcrs.' Previous to Lord Nelson’s arrival in the Bay, Caraccioli, as appears by a 
letter which he addressed to the Duke of Calvirrano at Portici, had fled from these Castles 
to Calvirrano, w'hence he had implored the countenance of the Duke and his application 
to Cardinal Ruflb for protection: this letter was dated June 23d. Caraccioli also ex- 
press(‘d in it his apiirehensions, under the unfortunate circumstances of his situation, that 
violence might be committed on his life by thC Brigands, lie confcs.scd, that he was 
bound to account' for his tactions to those who should be legally authorised by his Sicilian 
Majesty, and he trusted that the f^ days during which he had been forced to obey the 
Fr<‘nch Republic, would not obliterate forty years of most faithful service;" but that it 
would be duly weigluMl and Valued in the .scale of justice. — Tliis kilter clearly proves, that 
in the Vrojel of a Caj)itulation which the Cardinal had so fraudulctitiy attempted to ratify, 
Caraccioli could not possibly be included, lie aflerwards escaped to the mountains, 
an action which by no means dispisiyed the confidence of an honest mind. A price was 
immediately set upon his head; and on the 29th of June, 1799t before the arrival of the 
King from Palermo, this Nobleman was brought in the disguise oi’a peiisant, about nine 
o’clo(’k in the morning, alongside of Lord Nelson's flag ship, the Poudroyant. Captain 
Hardy, who was on deck at the lime, had his attention suddenly attracted to a clamour that 
prevailed, and it was some time before he could gain information from the Italians who 
w'ere on board, that the Traitor Caraccioli was taken. It was with the utmost difliculty that 
this humane Officer could restrain the insults and violence of the Nea))olilan Royalists 
towards this unhappy victim of French perfidy; who, with his hands Imund liehind him and 
wivtchedly attired, displayed a painful instance of the uncertainty of all worldly grandeur:* 
AVhen last on board, lliis Prince had been n>ceivcd with all the respect and deference that 
were tlien due to his rank and character. Captain Hardy immediately ordered his noble 
prisoner to be unbound, and to be treated with every attention that was in his power. 
Some refreshment was immediately offered, which he declined, and'he was then given in 
charge as a prisoner to the first Lieutenant, Mr.VV. S. Parkinson,' and shewn into his cabin. 
Two additional sentinels were then placed at the outside of the wardroom. 

The Admiral had now a'most painful and severe duty to perform. Every one who had 

known Caraccioli had regarded him; but justice was to have its course, and the only man 

who could secure it, had been and was the affectionate friend of the unhappy prisoner. 

Lord Nelson, who was much agitated, felt it all most keenly: but he also knew that lie 

• • • 

•< Ooc df the Caraccioli FainiTy, wlien Viceroy in SicHy, had, hy hu iniercewion and rdmonitrMoe with the 
Kinfc, abolished the Inquiiition in that Island, March S7, I7SS: probably thb same Nobleman who 'ooioato 
Lnijland, as the Neapolitan Minister, and wiyi much Aspeeted for his abilities. ■ \ 

* Since advanced to Posf Rank. 



must porfortii his duly not only lo lus own .S»)vn-ci«n, hul to that Monarch m Iiosc cjuisi* 
Caraccioli hud noghiclcd, aiul who looIvCtWIono (o a lirilisli Admiral for dial redress which 
the livachcrous Ncupoliluii had shewn no disposition lo secure. SirW. and Ladyliamillon 
wciv. both on board; but Lord Nelson, during ihc whole ofCavaeeioli’s ^■onfineuuMll, would 
see no one excopl his own Otliccrs. The step which he immedialely look was eerlainly a 
bold and unprecedenlcd oiu‘: As it would have lK*en exlreineJy dangerous lo liave ordered 
a Court Martial to assemble, on board a Neapolitan ship, 1‘rom ih** loie which the Sicilian 
seamen bore to Caraccioli, and as-the Koudroyant was eonsiden'il asila* seal ol’thnern- 
ineut of the King of Naples, his liOrdship issued ihc following order to Coimnodon' Count 
Thurn, Commander of 11. S. M. frigate la MiiMnwa, to assemble a Court Martial ol' Ni-apo- 
poiitan Officers on board his Ilrilannic Majesty's ship: “ Whereas Krancisco Caraccioli, 
a Commodore in the .si'rvice of his Sicilian Majesty, has lu'im laken, and stands accused 
of reljellion against his lawful Sovereign, and for firing at his colours hoisted on board his 
frigate la Minerva, under your ^•omlnand : you are, therefore, hereby reipiircd and directed 
lo as.semble five of the senior Officers under your command, yourself presiding, and pro- 
ceed lo inquire whether the crime with which the said rrancisco Caraccioli stands charged, 
can be proved against him; and if the charge is- proved, you arc to report to me what 
putiisliraenl he ought lo suffer. Given on board the Foiulroyant, Naples Hay, .lime 'J.q, 
1799. Nelson.” 

During the Trial, wliich commenced (he same morning, and lasted from ten o’clock to 
twelve, the Wardroom of the Foiulroyant was open, as is cuslomary, lo every one who 
chose lo enter. Some account of what jiasscd has therefore been preserved. Every thing 
appeared to be fairly and honourably eonducK'd, lo such of the English Officers as under- 
stood Italian. Caniecioli was repeatedly asked questions best calculated lo enable him 
to clear those aspersions that had been attached to his character: and these he answered 
by endeavouring lo prove, that he had been forced into the Reimblieuii service, had been 
compelled lo perform' the duly of a common soldier for a considerable lime, when he was 
oftVred the command of the Republicatj Neapolitan Navy, which iieecssiiy ahme had at 
Iqn^h -compelled him to accept. This necessity the prisoner repeatedly allemjiK'd lo sub- 
stantiate; but it cerlaiuly was not proved to tlic satisfaction of llu^ Court, nor ot our own 
Officers who were present. On the contrary, it clearly was demonstrated that the prisonei- 
had enjoyed opportunities of escaping; and on being li-eiiuciUly asked, why he had not 
embraced those opportunities? no satisfactory reply was madt:. Caraccioli, iieveilhe]i>.ss, 
answered firmly and collectedly, and the manner in which he conducieil himself iramed 
the oomiaiseratiou of the British Officers who were prcscnl. He. ajipean-d to lx- ahoiil 
8eventy,.pf a commanding figure, and with a dark c.\prcssive couiiteiiaiicc. 'I’lie Court 
^erwirds particularly directed its attention to the two following points. J'ust,*the j)ri. 
vbl. II. ® . 
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soncr’s hjiving brrn actively present on board the Republican vessel that ha'd attacked 
H. S. M. frigate la Minerva, the gun boats, and the English ships on that service, in ivhich 
some of his nrilannio Majesty’s sulijecis liad been killed, and others wounded. Secondly, 
his not endeavouring to escape previous to that attack, when it evidently appeared he 
Jiacl possessed opportunities to do so. Caraccioli in vain attempted to prove his inno- 
ccMice ; his answers were vague iind su])porLcd by no evidence whatever, the last efforts of 
a man striving to save his life. 'I'hc Court was then cleared, and sentence of death passed 
on the prisoner. On its being transmitted by the President to Lord Nelson, his Lordship 
immediately issued the following Order for its being carried into execution on the same 
evening. 

To Commodore Count Thurn, Commander of H. S. il/. Frigate la Minervd. 

* Whereas a Hoard of Naval Officers of llis Sicilian Majesty has l)een assembled, to 
try Francisco Caraccioli for rebellion against his lawbil Sovereign, and for Bring at his 
Sicilian Majesty’s I’rigate la Minemi; and whereas the said Hoard of Naval Officers have 
found the charge of rebellion fully proved against him, and have sentenced the said 
Francisco Caraccioli to suffer death; you are hereby n;(juired and directed, to cause the 
said sentence of death to be carried into execution upon the said Francisco Caraccioli 
accordingly, by iianging him at the fore yard arm of H. S. M. frigate la Minerva under 
your command, at five o'clock tliis evening; and to cause him to hang there until sunset, 
when you Avill have his body cut <loAvn and thrown into the sea. Given on board die 
Foudroyant, Naples Bay, June 29, 1799. Nelson.' 

During the au ful interval that ensued from the close of his Trial to the execution of his 
sentence, Caraccioli twice rcipicsted Lieutenant Parkinson to go and intereede with l.ord 
Nelson; at first for a second Trial, and afterwards that he might be shot: I am an old man. 
Sir, said Caraccioli, I leave no family to lament my death, J therefore eannot be supposed 
to be very anxious about prohnging my life ; but the disgrace of being hanged is dreadful 
to me. Jxird Nelson replied, * Caraccioli has been fairly tried by the Officers of his own 
country : J cannot interfere.' On being urged the second time by Lieiitenaiil Parkinson, 
he exclaimed with much agitation, ‘ Go, Sir, and attend to your duly.' Caraccioli 
then, as a last hope, asked Jjicutenant Parkinson, whelJier he thought an application to 
Lady ITamilton would prove beneficial? Upon which that Officer went to the quarter 
deck; but not being able to meet with her, he returned. At five o’clock Caraccioli was 
removed from the Foudroyant and hanged at the fore yard arm of the Neapolitan frigate 
la Minerva. His body was afterwards carried out to a considerable distance and sunk in 
the bay of Naples. 

It has been objected U> the fairness of the ivhole proceedings against Caraccioli, and 
to the justice of Lord Nelson in sanctioning their execution, that Count Thurn, who 



m. 

presided att|ic Trial, was an invclerate enemy of the Sicilian Commodore; and was not 
generally considered as possessing snfficienl magnanimity to cause his privalc feelings to 
give way to his public duly. But if it could even l)^^ made ap|)ear that liOixl Nelson was 
aware of Uic privalc and secret politics of the Sicilian Navy, they who urge this objection 
should recollect, lliat he who was incapable of possessing tlic feelings imputed to Count 
Thuru, would be the last man to suspect another, ])articu]arly a loyal officer, of disho- 
nourable conduct in the discharge of public duly; and that he had sent Caniceioli to lla? 
only competent Tribunal to w'hich he could be committed, to whose authority lla* Com- 
modore had felt amenable, as appears from his letter on the t>3d of June to the Duke of 
Calvirmno. 

On the l28th of June, 1799* the day previous to ihis trial and execution of Caraceioli, 
Caplum Foote had sailed in the Seahorse, by Lord Nelson ‘s order, for the purpose of 
conveying the King and his family to Naples. On his arrival* in the bay of Palermo, he 
informed the Prime Minister, Sir John Acton, that the Seahorse was ready to receive tint 
Royal Family, or to execute tlicir commands. Sir John Acton them iidonncd CapUiin 
Foote, of the intention of their Sicilian Majc.stie.s to procml lo Naples in their own frigate, 
the Sirena, lest they might hurt the feelings of their naval officers, who had remained faith- 
ful; but that their Majesties wished him to convoy them and the transports with troops 
on board, and also to embark their treasure and stalf in the Seahorse. I'iiis Minister also 
assured Captain Foote, that both the King and Queen were very sensible of the service he 
hud rendered them in the bay of Naples. Upon which Caplain Poole availed himself, of 
what appeared a favourable opportunity lo pi^rform his promise to the republican garrisons 
of Revigliano and Caslellamare; and, at the Minister’s request, explained to him the terms 
of the Capitulation which had been gmnted ; frequently observing, that the. reliance which 
those garrisons had placed in Captain F(X)te’s intercession, had principally induced them to 
submit without the effusion of blood; which Sir John Acton, who well knew the imnn'use 
strength of Castellamare, must be aware would have becu very great if they had made a de- 
termined resisUuice. On diat Minister's appearing exasperated at the bla(’k iugratitiid(' of 
some of die Officers to their King, who bad composed the garrison of Castellamare, Captain 
Foote begged, as a personal favour, since their Sicilian Majesties were pleased to think 
he had reddpred them some service, that the Capitulation which he had made with those 
garrisons might be regarded as sacred. This honourable conduct of Captain Foote, alter 
the insults and duplicity he had experienced, was also supported by Lord Nelson. As no 
Neapolitan intrigues had been eigployed to deceive his Officers in forming their capitula- 
tion, he, with Captain Foote, considered the honour of the English Nation as being iin- 
plieafod jtt its pmiect ob^rvance. In consequence of which, the Articles were strictly 

* Vindication, pageC7. 
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execuU'd and considered as inviolable by the King of Naples. On the 3d of July, 17.99, 
their Sicilian Majesties ciuburk(;d on board the Sirena, and sailing for the bay of Naples, 
under the protection of Captain 1 'oole, arriveil again in their capital on the 8th of the same 
month. 

.^\s the Castles of Uovo and Nnovo had surrendere4 to Lord Nelson fourteen days 
before the return of the King, it had been found difficult, in the critical situation of Naples, 
to provide for the security of those Traitors, who had been thus taken in their own net; and, 
in consctjuencc, many of th('m were exposed to great privations and hardsliips, the whole 
<Klium of which was most industriously cast on Lord Nelson. The King on his arrival, 
publicly disavowed any authority having been dclegsitcd to Rufio to treat with subjects in 
rebellion. The trials of these traitors then conuncuced acconling to the Neapolitan laws, 
and w’cre conducted with as much regularity, as could well be expected, before one, of 
their Judges and chictiy in the pre.sencc of the Cardinal. Lord Nelson, throughout, deter- 
mined in no respect whatever to interfere with the course of the Neapolitan law, in which 
opinion, as already has appeared, he was supported by Captain Troubridge. They both 
wore wc'll aware, that it was the determination of the traitors and disaffected to implicate 
the English, if possible, in the odium of every thing that ensued on the King’s arrival. Ilis 
Lordship was therefore com[>elicd to reply to the numerous petitions that were presented 
to him from tla-se unfortunate persons, I have shewn your paper to your gracious King^ who 
must be the best and only judge of the merits and demerits of his subjects.^ The number of 
traitors who in consequence suffered at different times, after being regularly tried and ebn- 
demned by the laws of their country, amounted to about seventy persons: of these, XiOid 
Nelson, in one of his private notes declared, that ‘ lilconora Fonseca had been a great 
rebel; and that Doniinico Cirillo, who had been the King’s physician, might have been 
saved, but that he chose to play the fool and lie; denying that he had ever made any 
sjieeches against the government, and that he only took care of the poor in the hospitals.’ 
The Queen of Naples on her knees begged of his Majesty the life of Cirillo, but in vain. 

It was the opinion of Helen Maria Williams,’' and certainly of many other persons, that 
in these 'fransactions Lady Hamilton look an active part. Of her being present at the 
execution of Caraccioli, there cannot l)c the least doubt; but it is to be hoped, for the 
honour of her sex and of her Country, that she never directly or indirectly encouraged 
that vindictive spirit, which loo much pervaded the Council of the King and the admi- 
nistration of the Neapolitan .State Junto, after his Majesty had returned to Palermo. 
Emma Lady Hamilton, one of the most extraordinary women of tlic age; amidst all her 
faults, was more noted for her general attention and hospitality, than for any deliberate 

* Helen Maria Willianu’it Letters, V^ot. I. page 189, and Vol. tl. p.ige 3S8. 
r Vol. 1. pages 188. 184. and 198. 
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acts of (TucUy towards the Neapolitans, hy whom she was in jjeneral adorc'cl. In the 
voluptuous Court of the Sicilian Monarch her fuseinaling person connnanded a very power- 
ful influence; but in a situation of so much ch'licacy and danu;<'r, she never forgot the 
Character that was expected from the, witl* of an Knglisli 4\ml)ass:i(!()r, nor was delicicnt 
in any of those courtesies and friendly attentions which mark a lilxs-al and humane disposi- 
tion. From the arrival of the Hritish scpiadrou at Naples, she luul exerted iierself to sup- 
port that good cause for which Admiral Nelson had been (h'laelicd ; and having in this 
respect nmdered some service, the natural vanity of her mind led lu'r to imagine, and to 
endeavour to make the noble Admiral and others belie\e, that from her alone proceeded 
the means of performing those great events M'hieh threw such a splendour on the fa\ourile 
object of her idolatry. Jlcr leading passion was the lo\e of Celebrity; and it was this 
passion, added to the above delusion, which gradually broitghl on that fatal and highly 
wrought attachment which she formctl lor the Hero of .Aboukir; for it was the Hero and 
not the Individual which had captivated her gl«)wing imagination. Its ardour, as it in- 
creased, overp«)wer(*d the natural kindness of her disposition, and evciilnally involved her 
in an endless succession of private altercation and public disa])p(>iutment. 

Op his return to Naples, July 8, 1791). bis Sicilian Majesty again held his Court and 
resided on board Lord Nelson’s ship, under the secure proteelioii ol the llritish flag; wlu’rc 
he enjoyed the constant loyally, more parlieidarly of the ]ow(‘r classes, of his snbji'cls, and 
renewed that courtesy and condescension to all ranks M’hieh had retaiiu'd so poMcrtul an 
ascendancy over the arliiices and calumnies ot the, I'l'ench. About a week alterM'ards, a 
Neapolitan who had been fishing in the 13ay came one morning to the foudroyanl, and 
assuR'd ihe.Oflicei’s that Caraceiuli had been seen, who had risen from the bottom of the 
sea and was coming as fast as he could to Naples, swimming half out ot ilu* Avater. Tlu* 
story of the Neapolitan Avas slightly mentioned to liis Majesty. 'I’lie day Ix'ing favour- 
able, Lord Nelson, as usual, indulged the King by slundiug out to sea: the Foudrovanl, 
however, had not advancetl far, Ixsforc the officers of the watch beheld a body ujirighl in 
the water, whose course was directed lowarils them. Captain Hardy soon discovered that 


it was actually the body of Caraceiuli, notwithstanding the givat Aveight Avhich had been 
attached to it; and it became c.vlrcmely difficult to decide in Avhai manner ihi' extra- 
ordinary circumstance should be communicated to the King, 'riiis Avas performed Avith 
much address by Sir W. Ilamillon ; and Avith his Majesty’s permission the Inxly Avas taken 
on shore by a Neapolitan boat and consigned to Christian burial. I’hc coxsAvain ot ilie boat 
brought back the double headed Neapolitan shot, Avilh a portion of the skin still adhering 
to the rope by Avhich they had been fixed. They Avcrc Av^eighed by Captain Hardy, Avho 
asccrUuned that the body had risen and floated Avilh the immense Aveiglit ot 150 lbs. 
attached to it. 
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During these great and leading events in the life of Nelson, tlie Defence of Acre had been 
coiiducnoil with that skill which reflected so much credit on the various persons who were 
concerned.* (Jhezzar Pasha was enabled to oppose an effectual resistance to Buonaparte 
I)v the active cooperation of Sir Sidney Smith, and the talents of his eminent asso- 
ciate Phellipcaux, a most skilful French engineer. Colonel Phellipeaux hud studied 
at the Military Collcgr? with Buonaparte; in all their public examinations had invari-. 
ably borne off the palm, and been acknowledged his superior. At Acre their respec- 
tive talents were again tried, and the same superiority displayed by this distinguished 
royalist; who having etUircly battled the force of Biionapart^ and arrested his career, 
died soon afterwards of a decline, from the fatigue he had experienced. Sir Sidney Smith 
had also to lament the death of another otticcr of well known and tried abilities. Captain 
Jl. W. Miller of the Theseus, who had been app«>inled to serve under Sir Sidney at his 
particular request. During the Siege he rcceivcti the following account of Captain Miller's 
death from the first Lieutenant Mr. England. ^ Off Mount Carmel, May \5, ITOD* Sir: It 
is with extreme concern I have to ac<[uaint you, that yesterday morning at half past nine 
o’clock, !20 thirty-six pound shells, and 50 eighteen pound shells, had been got up and 
prepared ready Ibr service, by Captain Miller’s order, the ship then close off Cai^tarea; 
when in an instant, owing to some accident which wo have not been able to discover, the 
whole of tlu’in were on fire, and a most dreadful explosion took place. The ship was 
innnediatoly in flames, in the main rigging and mizen top, in the cockpit, in the tiers, in 
several plaTes alxmt the main deck, and in various other parts. The danger was very 
imminent, and it required an uncommon exertion from every one to gel under the collected 
body of Arc which made its appearance. I have the happiness to add, that oyr exertions 
were crowned with success, the Are subdued, and the ship most miraculously preserved. 
And 1 here feel myself called upon^to declare, how much, obliged I am to all the officers 
and ship’s company, but more particularly to Lieutenant Summers, Mr. Atkinson, master, 
and the officers and men specified in the enclosed list ; * whose assistance on this occasion 
was truly great, and enabled us all to get the better of so decided a calamity. Captain 
.Miller, I am sorry to add, is of the numt)er killed, which amounts to 26; drowned 9, 
and 4.5 wounded. The whole of the poop and atter part of the quarter deck are entirely 
blown to pieces, and all the booms dinitroycd. Eight of the main deck beams also broke, 
which fell down and jammed the tiller. All the ward room bulk heads and windows were 
entirely blown to pieces, and the ship was left a perfect wreck. In short, a greater scene of 
horror and devastation could not be produced, and we are all truly grateful to God Almighty 
for his most signal preservation in saving us from a danger so very gi'eat and alarming. 

* In which appear the names of Mr.JoAn Pike, master's mate, Henry Wyatt, boatswain, William Allen, fyanntx, 
Messrs. jR. IJali, Savage, and John Smith, midshipmen, James Miles, boatswain’s mate, and John Walton, quarter 
iiiahtcr, wlio hud been wounded at Caife ; James Hogg, quarter master, and George Lewson, captain of jbf fore* 
castle, 8ic. ^ 
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Whilst wc were employed in clearing the wreck, five sirangii vcs^si ls came in sight, 
which wc soon discovered were three large frigates and two hrigs muler a picss of sail, 
standing towards us. I thought it most prudent, from our then distressed stat<', U) tack 
and lay our licad from them, until the ship could he put in a stale for aeiiun. 1 soon 
observed them to be enemies, by their firing three shot at one of our gun boats that had 
been ordered to cruise off Jaffa; and which 1 had the good fortune to jircvenl being taken. 
'J’he same exertions being now used lo prepaa* the ship for action, as there ha«l been in 
extinguishing the fire, 1 was soon enabled to tack again and to stand towards them ; a 
Turkish man of war of 22 guns and a corvette being in company, which offered their assist- 
ance. This the Enemy no sooner observ«*d, than they instantly stood lo the westward, 
under all the canvas they could spread. 1 continued the pursuit until after dark, and not 
finding tiuit we gained on them, added to the disabled stale of the 'riu.-seiis, i determined 
to leave off eliace, and endeavour to join you without loss of lime.’ — ISir.Sidncv, when 
enclosing this letter lo Earl St. Vincent, added, ‘ Jl is with inexpressible giicd' ilial I ha\ e to 
inform your Lordship of a most inclaneholy uccidenl by which Captain Miller lost his lifi*. 
The service suffers from the loss, at this conjuncture, in llu* proportion by which it gained 
advantage from his gallant example, his indcfaiigtihJe ;«4'ul, and cousimimatc skill in con- 
ducting the operations for the defence of the north side of the town, committed to liis 
management. He had long been in the practice of collecting suc h of llu' cnetny's sliells 
as fell in the town without bursting, and of sending Ihi in back to the enemy beiii r pre- 
pared, and with evident effect. He had a deposit on board the 'I'heseus ready for service, 
and more were gelling ready, when by an accident for which nobody can account, the 
whole took fire, and exploded at intervals.' — ^'I’lius fell one of the ablest and best Officers 
in his Majesty’s service, one wlio had long fought by the side of Nelson, and for whom his 
Lordship as well as every other officer in his sipiadron, felt the most jroigiumt r<?gr('l. 

Towards the close of this year 1799, Lord Nelson sent Sir Sidney Smith the followino- 
official commendation of his conduct. * My dear Sir: 'fhe J,ords of the yMlmiralt^• have 
directed me in their letter, October 22* to signily lo you, and to the Officer’s ami men 
under your command, the very high sense they (uilcrtain of your very meritorious .scrvii-es 
in the several important occasions to which your letters relate, as also of the several officers 


and men whose conduct you have particularly mentioned. And their Lordships also 
inform me, that a commission is preparing for promoting Lieutenant Canes to the rank of 
Commander. It gives me real pleasure to communicate these orders of the Ikan-d; ami 
nothing shall be wanting on my part to reward the merits of those who distinguish them- 
selves.' — In a previous letter his Lordship had said, * The immense fatigue you have had in 
defending Acre against such a chosen army of French Villains, headed by that Arch- 
Villain IBiiipnaparte, has never been exceeded.'— And in writing to Mr. Sj)eiicer .Smith, 
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I.ord Ni'Ison nddiul, ‘ No one rt'joiccs more than myself at the rewards your brother is 
n'ct'ivina; I’or iiis indefatigable labours; and no one has done mure ample justice to his 
inL-rils.' 

'I’he enemy’s ships which had thus made their appearance, were Perce’s division of 
iViiiales that had escaped from Alexandria, and hud made a sweep along the coast of Syria 
as high north as iVrount Carmel. Jn the course of this cruise they had intercepted several 
Turkish transports bound to Voppa for the army, which they plundered, and took out such 
prisoners as were deemed of <*,onse(|uencc. This division of frigates Avas afterwards cap- 
tured by a delaelmienl from Jjord Keith’s licet olT'roulon, June 19» 179i)» and the Turkish 
captives were sent to Mr. Smith at C<nislantinople by Lord Nelson. Their report of the 
kind usage and courtesy they had experienced from his Lordship, reached the Sulltin’s 
ears,' who sent to consult with Mr. Smith respecting a grateful remuneration to the noble 
English Admiral. It was on this occasion that Mr. Smith respectfully represented the pro- 
priety of ordering a brilliant Star to Ije made for the new Order of the Crescent, that had 
been recently established, instead of the usual ’I'urkish ])resents; in the centre of Avhich 
.Star the Ottoman Naval .Standard should In; introduced. 'I’his idea Avas graciously received 
by the Sultan, and left to tin; English Minister to execute. After some diillcully Mr. 
.Smith found a skilftd workman avIio executed the following device: A red field charged 
Avitli a Crescent and a Star, Avitli rays; to bo Avorn by a ribband of the same colour 
as the dag. 'I’he present Avas particularly grateful to Lord Nelson; Avho, on return- 
ing ins thanks to the (jlrand Vizier, said, ‘ I have placed it on my coat on my left side, 
over my heart. 1 cannot say, hoAvever flattering this mark of favour is to me, that I 
Avill, in any manner, serAC the .Sublime Porte more than I Iuia’c done; for it has ever been 
Avilh all my soul; but this mark of faAour shoAvs in the strongest light, that the smallest 
services are Avatched, and most magnilicently reAvarded by his Imperial Majesty.’ 

Lord, kelson to Lady Mehon, dated Naples, July li, 1799. 

* My dear Fanny: I have to thank you sincerely for your loiters. I rejoice that you 
gave Mr. Bolton the money, and I Avish it made up 300/. I ne,ver regarded money, nor 
Avanted it for my OAvn use; therefore, us the East India Company ha\'e made me so mag- 
nificent a present, I beg that 2000/. of it may be disposed of in the following manner. Five 
hundred pounds to iny Father. Five hundred to be made up to Mr. Bolton, and let it 
be a God send without any restriction. Five hundred to Maurice, and five hundred to 
William. And if you think iny sister hlalcham Avould be gratified by it, do the same for 
her. If I Avcrc rich 1 would do more; but it Avill very soon be known how poor I am, 

* See in Appendix, N”G, a translation of the letter from the Orand Vizi«r to Lord Nelson, with the Star of th^ 
Order of the Crescent, signed by Bekir Pasha, Caimakam at Constantinople of the Supreme Vizier, who was absent 
nith the army. 
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oxrcpt my yearly income. I am nol surpristHl at my Brollier's death ihme arc now dead 
yoim>;<T than myself, having grown to man’s age. Aly sitmilion here is not to lar descrilx*<l : 
blit sulTicc it to say, T am endeavouring to work for good. 'I’o my Father say everv thing 
which is kind: 1 love, honour and i-cspcct liim as a Father ami as a man, and as the very 
liest man 1 ever saw. May God Almighty bless you, my dear Father and all my Brothers 
and Sisters, is the fervent prayer of your atfectionate Nelson.’ 

On the arrival of the Russians in Italy, he received the following ofiieial aeeount of 
the military operations which had taken place, from Jiord William Bentinek, who hail 
been sent on a special mission to the combined Army under the command of Field Marslial 
Suworow.— * Alemndnoy Jum'ld* 1799. My J.iord: Field Marshal Suworow dt'sired I 
would carry him my letter to your Lordship, to which he has added, what 1 cun assure 
you arc the real feelings of his heart. 


it -^ut % t jC 

M et (^€9 , Je V^us tn-^ra.^ t^itcUeA i<i , 

rt/n<’ /H aotra.^i 


r- . rhi0 \ nr 


‘ On the 15th,’ continues Lord Bentinek, ‘ I found the army under F. Al. Suworow at 
Alessandria, on its march to oppose General Macdonald; who having advanced with 
30,000 men from the southern part of Italy as fur as Parma and Phu onza, had ai lacked 
the corps of General Ott at Parma, and of Ifohenzollercn at Modena; and had libliged 
the latter to rccross the Po, and the former to fall back upon Si. Givanni. On iIh' I7lh, 
after a most severe march, F. M. Suworow’s Army arrived at St. Giianni, w here he found 
the corps of General Ott actually engaged with ihc French, 'i’hai General, being rein- 
forced, obliged the enemy to retire across the Sidone river. On the 18lh and Jf)lh the two 
aripics were engaged on the banks of theTrebbia. The Frcnch fought with Ihe grealest 
obstinacy; but they were not able to maintain their position against the valour ol' the 
Russian and Austrian troops. Early in the morning of the 20th of June, the French army 
retreated towards Parma. The Allies pursued, and obliged the w hole of the n*ar guanl of 


Tlii» Brother Wi» the Rev. Suckling Nelson, in whose behalf the Admiral liad wiiiien m iIil- ChiuHi llot, 
Lord Loughborough, October 1 «, 1797 , requesting his Lordship to allow the Rev. Edmund Nflson lo i. sis^ti lii> 
living of Burnham, with its appendages, to this his younge»t .on. This request was most graciously iicmU-d lo. « iih 
an ofier from the Chancellor of rendering any further services to the Nelson Family. In (.onsc.|iu iice ol wlnrh, 
Sir Horatio had asked for a Stall in the Cathedral of Norwich, for his brother William. Oo tins diaili ot ilic 
Rev. SuckliflB Nelson, to the honour of Lord I.ooghborongh, he allowed the living of Burnhani again to rcvt-ii to 
die iilw. Edmund Nelwn; as appean by a letter from him to Mr. Halket, Secretary to the Chanci llor. <latcd 

April 1799. 

VOL. XI. 
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ihc enoiny lo lay ilown their arms. Four French Generals, eight Colonels, IjHM Officers, 
1 non-<-onmiissi<»nc(l officers and privates, seven pieces of cannon and six colours 
hav«* heen taken. 'I’lic lo.ss of the Allu's amounted lo about 5000 killed and wounded. 
On ih«' ‘iO'th of June, F.ISI. Suworow returned lo this place, and the siege of the citadel will 
immediately begin. The citiulci of Turin surrendered on the ‘ilst. General Moreau com- 
mands the remains of the northern Army, and is near Genoa; he has not 20,000 men with 
him. Jt is the Marshal's intention, when the Citadel of Alessandria is taken and ihc rcin- 
forcenu’iits arrive, which events are cx|x’cted to take place in the course of three weeks 
at latest, to move forward with his whole vXrmy ufam the Genoese coast. Mantua is bc- 
siegcal.' 

Some further account of these? Military Operations in Italy against the common enemy 
of mankind, had been transmitted to Lord Nelson by the lion. Mr. Wyndham . — * Arezzo^ 
June 30, 179J). 'ihroughoiit about 130 miles of Tuscany, through which 1 have passed to 
this city, I have found the people loyal, courageous and determined to expel the French 
from the country, and reestablish their lawful Sovereign on the throne. Tlie Emperor has 
formed and acknowledged a rcgnlar provisional govc?rnment at Arexao, who preside in 
the name of tin; Grand Duke. It has the title of Supreme Deputation, is olwyed as the 
Sovereign himself, and is composed of {lersons of the. most respectable class; persons 
beloved by the pcojilc, esteemed by the Sovereign, and nujst heartily attached to the 
Grand Duke, 'ihis government has raised an array of upwards of 30,000 men, and could 
raise in mass ujiwards of 150,000 at two days notice. General Kray has given them an 
Austrian Officer to command and direct them. This army has taken Orvieto and Cilta di 
Cusicllo, in the name of the Emperor, and now besiege Perugia, which will be theirs in a 
few days. 1 hoj)e and trust your Lordship will oblige me by writing a letter of the most 
encouraging sort lo the Supreme Deputation, and that you will give them what assistance 
you can. 'J'he J’rench dread the Arclin army more than the Austrians, and constantly fly 
from lluun. About fiflcen clays since, 4000 Polish cavalry came from the Roman State 
to altar k Arezzo. The Aretines let them advance, and then fell on them and slew upwards 
«jf 4(X), |>ut the rest lo flight, and took many prisoners, horses, &c. The Arelin army is 
encamped within eight miles of Florence, with their head quarters at I’lnscisa, and the 
advanced posts at S. Donato: this part of the Army is commanded by my friend -Captain 
Mari, who has beaten the French in two or three trifling engagements. Your Lordship 
will excuse me if I write confused, as I am opening without delay every means of com- 
munication from all quarters. 1 work from morning untjl night, and yet that does not do. 
Florence^ July 13. 1 entered this city with the Amlin army six days since. The day follow- 
ing the vanguard of the Austrians, consisting of 200 hussars, entered Florence, and about 
100 entered Pistoia by the way of Modena. Jn every battle the French have Ixien beaten. 
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Mantua is clipitulating. At Leghorn they arc preparing to go away. The whole of the 
Mareiniiia is cleared. The Arelin army has done wonders; the Tuscans have behaved 
with a courage and good sense Ijoyond belief.’ 

The attention of Lord Nelson during the niontli of July, 1799* was principally directed, 
together with the rceslablishinent of the royal authority in Napl(!s, to the siege of St. Elmo, 
the subduing of Capua and Cuiela, and to guard agiiinsl tlios(‘. constant apprehensions which 
were entertained for the safety of the valuable island of Minorca. On the 9th ol' July, the 
Spanish fleet cMmsisling of nincU'en sail of the line, four frigates, two brigs, and a cutler, had 
passed through the Straits very ciirly; and were followed, in the evening, by the Freiurh 
fleet, consisting of twenty-three sail of the line, nine frigaU's, two brigs, two cullers, two 
luggers, and one schooner; in all sixty-live sail. Lord Keith immediately sent the following 
instructions, Ju/y 9, to Lord Nelson, and then sailed from Mahon in pursuit of the enemy. 

‘ Dear Nelson; I came in hero yesterday to get sonu; water, and ha<l not anchori’d an hour, 
when 1 heard the Combined Fleets had left Carlhagena, and had slecrt'd to the westward. 
I am now umnooring. If this Island is left without ships it must fall. 'I’Ih; Spaniards will 
send their annarnent, with two ships of the line, frigsites and gun boats, a gn?al many of whij-h 
arc at the difierent ports opposite, to convoy and protect llu; lamling. Yon must llicnTorc 
either come on, or send Duckworth to govern himself as circumstances ofler, until 1 can 
determine to a certainty the intentions of the enemy.' — When oil* Palma, July I t, Lord 
Keith added, in writing to Sir James St. Clair Erskinc at Minorca, ‘ I have neither .s«;cn 
nor heard of any thing, and must go on even to Channel, if the enemy's Fleet an; gone that 
way. [ send you a copy of my order to Lord Nelson. Shoidd the French and .Spanish 
Fleets pass Cadiz, I do not believe they can have in Urilain tAventy ships of the line at. this 
moment fit for sea.’— In a letter to the Admiral on the same day, he finished by saying, 
‘ 1 trust the defence of Minorca to your Lordship, and rcjAcat my diniclions, that the ships 
Ixj sent for its protection.’ 

Lord Nelson had, on the contrary, determined not to leave the Hay of Naples exjiosed, 
and at first appears to have been extremely irritated and A'ext;d: In acknoAvlcdging the 
receipt of Lord Keith’s orders, July 13, he said, * As soon as the safely of his Siciliaa 
Majesty’s kingdoms is secured, I shall not lose one inoinent in making the dolachnu'iii 
you are pleased to order. At present, under God’s Providence, the defence ot liis Sicilian 
Majesty and his speedy restoration to his Kingdom, depend on this fleet. The confi- 
dence inspired even by the appearance of our ships before the city, is beyond all behet; 
and I have no scruple in declaring my opinion, that should any event draw u.s from tins 
kingdom, if the French remain in any part of it, disturbances will again arise.’— f he day 
after the date of dfis letter. Lord Keith issued a flesh Order to the following purjiori, 
addressed to the Admiral: • Yoiir Lordship is hereby required and directed to rejiair to 



Minorca, n iHi llic whole or the greatest pari of the force under your Lordship'^s conunaiul, 
for the proieclion of that Island, as 1 shall in all probability have left the Mediterranean 
befon* vour Lonlshi]) will receive this. Given on hnnnl the Queen Charlotte^ of Fomenteira, 
Jiih/ 14.’ Lonl Keith added, in his own hand, ‘ The French fleet arc off Cai>e Tres Forens, 
the wind is cast.’— This order was not altogether adapted to abate the increased agitation 
of Ni'Ison’s mind. II<* still persi.stcd in nniiaining on his station; but on the 2‘Jd of 
.lulv, detached Admiral Duckworth to Minorca, willi the Fowerfid, Majestic, Vanguard, 
and Swallow Corv«-tte, directing him, at his arrival, to take such of his Majesty's ships 
under his command as he might find at Fort Mahon : ‘ I^eaving it entirely,’ added his 
Ixirdship, ‘ to your well known abilities and judgment to act with them, in the best 
mumuT, for the protection ot that Island, and the good of his Majesty s service. Ihe tiil- 
lowing letters to I’arl St.^'inoent, dated Foudroyanl at sea, June iC, describe the Admi- 
ral’s prixaie feelings on this trying occasion ; ‘ I send your Lordship a copy of my letter to 
Lord Keith, and 1 have only to add my regret that his Lordship could not have sent me a 
proper force to face the enemy : but, as wi* are, 1 shall not get out of their way ; although, 
as J am, I cannot think myself justitied in exposing the World, I may almost say, to Imj 
plundered by those mis(;reants. 1 trust your Lordship will not think me wrong in the 
painful determination 1 conceived ny'self forced to make; for agonised indeed was the 
mind of your faithful and affectionate servant, Nelson.’ 

Ijord \elson to yldmiral Lord Keith, dated Foudroyant at Sea, June l6, 1799* 

‘ My Lord: 1 was honoured with your letters of Jum*. 6th, by the Hcllcrophbn and 
Powerful on the 13th; being then on my way to Naples with troops, &c. in order to finish 
all matters in that kingdom, and to again plact; his Majesty on his throne. But comparing 
the force of tin*. French fleet on the coast of Italy, twenty-two sail of the line, four of which 
are first rates, and that probably the ships left at 'I’oulon would have joined them by the 
time I was reading the letters, (the force with me being only sixteen sail of tlic line, not 
one of which was of three decks, three being Portuguese, and one of the English a sixty- 
four very short of men,) I had no choice Icll, but to rcluru to Palermo and land the 
troops, ammunition, &c. M'hieh having done, 1 am now at sea proceeding oft' Maretimo, 
. where I hope to Ije joined by the Alexander and Goliath. 1 have ten days since ordered 
their Captains to raise the blockade of Malta, and come to me. My force will then be 
eighteen sail of the line, with the notations as lM‘fi>re mentioned. I shall wait off Maretimo, 
anxiously expecting such a reinforcement as may enable me to go in search of the enemy's 
Fleet; when not one monunit shall be lost in bringing them to battle. For I consider the 
l)est defence for his Sicilian Majesty’s dominions, is to place myself along side the French. 
'I’hat I may be very soon enabled to have that honour, is the fervent prayer of your Lon^ 
ship’s most oliedient servant, Nelson.' 
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In wrlling to H. R. Highness the Duke of Clarenre, whose idea of obcdicnec to the 
orders of a suiwrior Officer Nelson was well aciiuainud uilh, lie lliiis expressed lus 
reasons for acting as he had done. ‘ You will have heard. Sir, and eouversalion will 
naturally arise upon it, that 1 have disobeyed Lord Iveith s orders in not sending or going 
down with the sijuadron under my command ; but, by not d«)ing ii, 1 have been, with (Jod’s 
blessing, the principal means of placing a good man and failhlul .\l]y of your Royal 
rather on liis throne, and securing peace to these tw(» kingdoms. 1 am well aware of the 
consequences of disobeying my Orders; but, as T hav»‘ often before riskcil my lili' for tlit; 
good cause, so I with cheerfulness did niy eoinmission: for allhough a mililavv tribunal 
may think me criminal, the world will approve of my eonduel. I regaril not my own 
safety, when the honour of my gracious King is at slake. The Ahnighly has in lliis var 
blessed my end»;avours beyond my most sanguine exp(‘etations, and never more than in 
the entire expulsion of the French thieves from the kingdom of Naples.’ 

Tlie conduct of Caj)tain 'IVoubridge- during the ensuing month of July, 179‘). through- 
out the Sieges of St. Elmo, Capua, and Caieta, athmhal conlinucd examples of the 
vigilance, enterprise, and inexhaustible resources of that great Officer. He had landed, 
agrt'eably to Lord N(;lson’s orders, with the English and Portuguese marines of the licet 
on the 37th of June; and after embarking the garrisons of the castles of l^ovo and Nuovo, 
composed of French and relwls, had Icll a garrison in each under Ca]>lain llooil; and on 
the 39 th of the s:mie month, had taken post against Port St. Elmo, which he summoned 
to surrender. This fort, garrisoned with 8(X) troops, Avas commanded by a French Rejnib- 
lican, IVlejan, the Commandant of the French Neapolitan army, wliosc rude manners and 
insolent behaviour Averc jx:culiarly obnoxious to the King, ./c ?namusr, Monshiir, said 
this Republican in a lelUT Avhich he had sent to Captain Footc,‘ f/c I’twislcncc politique qiic 
vous voulez hkn dmner au fantome de Monarque^ que vans appvUez Majistc Siciliciinc. ll nc 
iardera pds lui-tueme d subir le traitemeut du 6 un momtre, qui ti'd existd qiie pour Ir malhcur du 
genre-humainf tout comme le sont les tyrants de son especc. Du resle nous sonmes persuades que 
Ics gouveniements de JLondreSf oit dc Vahrme si vous le roulh, ne sc comprometront pas jusqti’a 
maltraiter le Cit. lUlutud, Consul de France d ^[essine. 11 suffit qu’il soil rnrtu du earactere 
de Citoyen Franfuis^ pour que tons les Tyrans Insulaires le respectent. Captain Troubridge 
having resoilcd to Antigniano, near St. Elmo, in eight days brought this proud Repul)- 
lican to his senses, and to a consciousness of his inferiority: noiAvilhstanding bad poAA'dcr 
and damp cartridges. Captain Troubridge opened a battery on him of three thirty-six 
fKnniders and four mortars on the 3d of July, Avithin seven hundred yards of I’oii St. 
Elmo. About twelve Jacobins were in the castle Avith their Chief, naineil IMatlera; and 
in,, the adjacent convent of Martini were eight lUiliaii Republicans. ‘ It is difficult,’ Avrole 

< VindicatioD, page 12U. 
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Captain Troubridgc In IjOrd Nelson, * lo make approaches, the castle stands in so com* 
manding a sil nation. Your Ijordship may rely on every exertion being made. Several of 
tl)c shells fell well, and T hope broke some of their shins. July S. The Commandant of 
Si. I^lnio is <lesirous of sending an Oflicer with an open letter to Capua, to know if they can 
give him suecoui's; if not, he shall be obliged to capitulate. He was told, if your lx)rd- 
ship grants his request, that an Knglish Officer who spoke both Italian and French must 
accompany him; this lu* has agreed lo. We arc preparing fascines, &c. for a battery not 
more than two hundred yards from the wall; but every necessary article is so difficult to 
gel. that our progress is not so quick as I could wish. The mortar bods arc quite old, 
and a variety of causes hav(i stopped us this morning: by the time your answer comes 
we shall begin. T shall observe strictly what your Lordship hints, and will knock up 
IMichcroux altogether. Ball was instructed this morning, if they offered terms, to say, they 
must be. prisoners of war. Michertmx has been a cipher with us, and cann«)l have the 
stnalh'st iutiuence ; we have suspected him, as Ball will inform you. I think he is off. 
AVheu all is over, I shall have a settling with these youths. I had, prior to your Lord- 
ship’s letter, sent eighty jneked men, with two of the best Captains and liicutenants I 
could sidcel, to restore order in Naples. In short, my Lord, the Cardinal’s Secretary is 
making a fortum* by giving jirotections to Jacobins, and the greatest discontent prevails 
at the ( onduct of the villanous lawyers who are trying the culprits at the granary ; they 
all escape: the lawyere are bribed. Kvery article which your Ijordship mentions, when 
we come lo treat, shall l)c strictly attended to. July Afh. You must not fret at our not 
ge tting on so fast as you expect. The musquetry last night frightened away the whole of 
our wen knu'n, even those who were out of the direction of the fire, and they were not lo 
be found until late this morning. Our next battery will be so very close, that we are 
obli<>ed lo make regular approac’hcs. I am really making the best 1 can out of the dcgc- 
nerati'd race 1 have to deal with; the whole means of guns, ammunition, pioneers, &c. 
uith all man riuls, rest with them. With fair promises from them to the men, and threats 
of instant (h'uth if 1 find any one erring, a little spur has been given. Four of our mortars 
arc nearly done uji, their touch-hole is as big as half a crown. 1 expect Darley ** in two 
hours from Capua.' 

On the .5ih of July, Captain Troubridgc opened another battery of two thirty-six 
pounders, as he had intended, two hunthred yards from St. Elmo. The Eossians under 
Captain Baillie also opened a battery of four thirty-six pounders and four iuorUts against 
the opposite angle, in order to assist in storming it in different places, as soon as two 

^ This Murine Officer had served since April in the command of part of the army of H. S. Majesty. On the 
iirst of August ensuing, he received an appointment of Colonel from the King, in a letter from Sir John Acton, 
to command the Queen’s regiment, which had been formed under ' Captain JL)arIoy*s direction.’ 
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practicable breaches were made. Captain Troubridge, at the same time, was making 
every preparation for opening a foiirlli battery, and afterwards a fifth within one luindn'd 
and eighty yards of the wall of the garrison. When writing to Lonl Nelson, ‘ I am really 
sorry,' said he, ‘ to see your Lordship so low spirited, all nill go well; hut the devilish 
Fort is so high and commanding, that our balterit's are obliged to be mountains. WIk'u 
we get their works beat off, I hope avc shall soon be abl(‘ to mine the fori. I am a strong 
advocate, if we can accomplish that, to send iIumii, hostages and all, to old Nick, and sur- 
prise him with a group of Nobility and Republicans.’ — The insolence of Mejim griuluiilly 
abated in proportion tis this resolute enemy approached; and in making a veipicst to 
him respecting the sick and wounded Frenchmen, the Commandant, instead of sjieaking 
of Insular Tyrants and Royal IMonslcrs, as had beem his eiislom, pmfaccd his rc<|nesl in 


the following humble manner: Jv saisy Momicui’y qu'au milku dcs ffiidlil/s qur vmis tlisthi- 
guenty la liienfaisance et I’lJumamtv noccupent pas la plas petite place . . . Cette llepatalioii 
qui vans liomre ne me laisse aucun tloutCy See. &c. — Troiibridge suspecting treachery, declined 
interfering and continued his approaches. In writing to Lord Nedson, he saitl, ‘ 1 ha\e 
intercepted a letter from Micheroux, wherein he tells his brother. Too inanq Cooks spoil the 
broth: I think he wanted the rich part and for us to eat the soup meagre, lie has been 
sometime carrying on this farce. Since linishing my h'lter, the (juvi'inor has, through 
Micheroux, sent an ofler to suri-cuder for 150,000 ducats. I treated tlic olfm- ;is it de- 
served. He assured, my Lord, we am getting on. J constantly hold out rewards and 
promotion for those who behave wi'll and exert themselves, and a halter for Irailoi-s. Our 
new work is going on fast. 1 have a good redoubt in the middle of the work, and a lamous 
trench. Juhf 7. 1 am going to order, that all pereons living lusir our outposts must renmve. 
We arc so surrtjundcd with villains that it bcconu's necessary. 1 have had a. I'rcnchman 
taken up at Naples, who says Micheroux gave him perinission to be at large in that city ; 
he was in one of the castles, either Uovo or Nuovo. Great discontmUs prevail amongst 
the people that punishment is not inflicted on the .Jaeobins by the Cardinal. lie lakes 
all flic villains into his employ. A Jacobin was ordered to be released llu^ other day, and 
the person he sent to liberate him let two others escape. Jf his Majesty does not come 
soon and establish a government, I fear the city will not long continue traiif|uil. 

* Julp 9 , 1799 . Your Lordship will sec I have made Mr. Mcjan write like a gentleman, 
i sent word by his ofliccr, who went to Capua, to say, 'I’hat none of his letters with the 
insolent printed words at the top, LiberUy Egalitfy Guerre aux Tyransy &c. would In; 
received. If he wrote to me like a Soldier and a Gentleman, I would answer him in the 
satne style; the others would have no answer whatever. 1 was yesterday busily employed 
sifting to the bottom a diabolical good understanding with our Neapolitan officers siaUoncd 
at the advanced posts, and the JBnemy. I enclose your Lordship the Deposition ot the 
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iw'o men, wIjo were employed to carry it on. The Ccnoral told me the Council of State 
would condemn them dlrt'ctly, I iheivfore sent them to tlie Cardinal last night; he declined 
having any thing to do with it. Such damned Cowards and Villains I never saw, your 
I.f»rdsl)ip must therefore endeavour to fret as little as possible; we shall succeed. His 
Majesty’s arrival will relieve your Jiordship; and if he ]>unishes the guilty, the people will 
l)e Jjappy. Jithj 12. The new battery brought the Vagabonds to their senses, after much 
trouble and jndaver. 1 staid your JiOrdship the Capitulation regularly signed; and the 
moment I have got the hat arranged, 1 shall pay you my respects and bring the colours 
and keys/ -In closing his public letter, the next day, Captain 'J'roubridge mentioned the 
st'rviee he had received from Captain Hall, during the first seven days, after which he had 
been tletaehed liy the Admiral’s orders; he also pointed out the exertions of Captain Ilal- 
lowell, l^ieulenaiiL Coioiud Strickland, Major Cresw’ell, and declared that all the Ofticers 
of ^Marines and men merited every praise that could be bestowed. 'I'he readiness of Antonio 
Saldinea dc Gama and the Portuguese Officers and men who were under him, had on ail 
occasions done them great honour; as did also the services of Colonel Tschudy, and the 
sussistanee that had been received from the Duedi Salandra. Captain Troubridge concluded 
this letter with saying, * Afr. Monfrere, a French gemthnnan, of w'hoin your liOrdship has fre- 
<pienlly heard Cu])luin Foote speak in high terms, volunteered his services, and by his activity 
and abilities as an engineer, reiulercti me the most essential service.'- Thus did the French 
garrison of St. Filmo' surrender thi'niselves prisoners ofwar to his Neapolitan Majesty and his 
Allies, and marched out of the tort* with their arms and with drums beating. Lord Nelson’s 
(jfficial letter to Ijord Keith, from which the following is an extract, is dated Foudroyant, 
Naples bay, .luly 13, 1799- ‘ The very great strength of St. Elmo and its formidable posi- 
tion, will mark with what fortitude, perseverance, and ability, the combined forces must 
ha\'e. a(?ted ... I have now to slate to your Lordshij), that although the ability and resources 
of my brav<; Friend 'I’roubridgc are well known to all the world, yet he had difliculties to 
struggle Avilh in every Avay, which the state of the Capital will easily bring to your idea, 
thiit have raised his Character even higher than it was before; and it is my earnest request, 
that your Lordshij) will mention him, in that Avay, to the Board of Admu-alty, that his 
Majesty may be grjiciously jileased to besUnv some nnirk of Royal Favour on Captain 
Troid)ridgti.’ — In a letter on the same day respecting this officer, to Earl Spencer, the Ad- 
miral added, ‘ It Avould be su|)[)osiug you, my dear liord, Avere, ignorant of his merits, Avere 
I to say more than that he is a First Hate General.’ — Lord Nelson at the same lime recom- 
mended the bearer of his despatches, Tiicutenant Parkinson, as an officer of great merit. 

* TJic 'I'rcnty of St. Elmo, u& l.orct NcUon observed in a private note, was religiously carried into effect. 

' I‘or a return of tlie killed and wounded, and of the ammunition found in St. Elmo, sec Appendix, N® 7. 
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1ji a letter that was afterwards sent to II. R. II. the Duke of Clarence, lie again men- 
tioned Uiesc services of Captain Troubridge: ‘ I find, Sir, ilmi General Ko<-hlcr does not 
approve of such irregular proceedings as Naval Ofilcers attacking and defending Fortifica- 
tions. Wc have but one idea, to get close alongside. None but a Sailor would have placed 
a battery only 180 yards from the cast|e of St. Flino. A Soldi. r must have gone accord- 
ing to Art, and the /VVWV brave Troubridge went straight, lor we had no 

lime to spare. Your Royal Iliglinoss will not believe that I mean lo lessen the eonduct of 
the Army, I have the highest respect for them all; but General Koi;hler should not have 
written such a paragraph in his letter, it conveyed a jealousy which 1 dai-e say is not in 
his disposition.' 


The Sieges of Capua and Gacta next ensued, and wei-e crowned with C(|ual succtss. 
'Die Swiss troops on this service were undcrColonel 'I'schudy, tlie cavalry left Najilcs under 
General Acton, and the different coriis of infimlry under General Rouchard and Colonel 
Gams. On the Iftth of July, 1799> this whole force with the British and J^ortuguesc began 
their march, and were followed by the Russians. During the night and the next tlay, all 
the troops arrived at Caserta, and were employed in reconnoitring the ground and erecting 
batteries; their head rpiartcrs wert' at St. Angelo. 'Die Enemy’s force, under General 
Girardon, consisted of about 1200 French infantry and 4.0 cavalry; 600 Cisalpiiies, and 
about 200 Jacobins; but, of these, arms had been only allowed to .50, whom they looked 
upon as real Republicans. On the 22d Captain 'rroubridge wrote to J^ord Nelson,—* I hope 
to acquire a little patience; but the Neapolitan Government is so deranged that it is im- 
possible for things to go on as we could wish. 01' a bad bargain we must make the Ix^-st. 
The poor devils of workmen have had no provisions to day; I offered my own cash, but 
I could not procure bread: so we must stand fast to night. Die damned Cardinal writes 
a flaming letter, saying 40,000 ducats a week have been ordered, when tlu^ whole arc calling 
for payment; and on being told it only exists on paper, arc (piile disheartened. 1 lent 
an officer to day alixty ducats, which I could not afford to give him, lo buy him a dinner. 
Several deserters came in to. day; they all agree that the Enemy have not the smallest Jniei- 
ligence of us. I hope to astonish their weak minds to morrow morning. E/g/if 1\ M. 'I’hc 
Etat Ilfojor wiUi all its forms ruins us, and instead of having tlie batteries ready to play on 
die Enemy, we have hot a single thing or workman arrived. At St. Elmo 1 hud the vagn- 
tkmds within hail. I do not mean this as a complaint; as I have hopes that wurknn'n, &c. 
&c. Ac. will arrive to begin at dawn of day. Your Lordship must make a little allowance 
for the peoj^e and Staff, the latter you know have too much method for us. However ive 
shall do.'— -On the 85th the trenches were opened, with one balU'iy within 500 yards of the 
glacis. ’ ‘in a letter from. the camp at St. Angelo, to Lord Nelson, 'rroubridge said: ‘ Our 
llattery was finished by four o’clock yesterday afternoon, but 1 did not think it advisable 
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to open until this nif)rning, al half past three o’clock. After three rounds frhm the guns 
and mortars, 1 sent llallowcll io propose the 'I’crnis your Lordship directed. They answered 
thev could not sun'cndcr, and hardly believed that St. Elmo was taken: nothing but the 
sight of j\I('jan’s signature could make them believe it. Our batteries are again opening; 
but till* |>owdor is so bad that the shells hardly brc.ach; many fall short though not above 
300 loises, I rc*ally snsjicct some treachery. If your Lordship could spare us forty casks 
of our powder, it woidd l>e very usi'ful for the mortars. If you comply, it will be necessary 
that some person belonging to us should accompany it, or they will steal one half and 
change the other. 1 have moved the Camps, to enalde us to erect two more batteries in a 
very commanding situation, within 200 yards of the works. J»^y26, 1799# fight A.M. 
As there is no dependence to be placed on the metal of the Neapolitan mortars, 1 submit 
to your Lordship if we hud not better get our ten inch sea mortars filled in land beds. 
Bunco my c;arpenlcr would soon do it. Pray lend us all the spades and iron shovels from 
the ships, the tools these country people have, w’ork too slow for us. Nine P. M. We 
gain grouml daily. If we can complete the trench to night for two batteries of four guns 
each, I think, vvith the mortars, to bring the governor to his senses. The ditliculty is to gel 
the workmen to stand a little fire. Jitfy 27, /a’o P. M. 'Phe French sent out this morning, 
in tlx'ir usual way, demanding proiectinn for the Patriots; 1 nnswei*ed inadmissible, and 
oficred the terms of .St. Elmo, and to include Gaicta in the capitulation. They desire until 
to morrow morning, to hold a council. They ofiere<l Gaicta, if I would omit the Patriots 
and promise that they should not be molested, and their pro|)crty be secured; which I 
positively refused. — ./a/y 28. I have the honour to iniclosc your Lordship a copy of the 
Capitulation, signed by all but the Turk: I shall gel his signature to another in the course 
of the day. 1 had gone too far before your letter reached me, at midnight, to insist on 
Gaicta. Tlie Governor oilers, if his Majesty will let that giirrison take their arms, he will 
give orders for its immediatt* evacuation. Julij 29. I have sent in the greater part of the 
Marines belonging to the ships gone to Mahon, as well as to those whicdi arc to follow. 
The French General, when he found that we gave in for the arms, refused to issue any 
order until you permitted the garrison of Gaicta to go without being prisoners. As I was 
not authorised to do that, 1 told him he was not a man of honour, and I should leave 
them and him to their fate. Gaicta may be reduced by the Uussians and the King's troops 
without our assistance. 1 shall remain here to day to stop all the villanies going on. Their 
baggage is enormous ; some Antic^ues may be in it; I pray that may be a business of Count 
Thum, if found necessary. Every man you see, gentle and simple, arc such notorious 
villains, that it is misery to be with them. I am endeavouring to get a return of provi- 
sions, powder, guns, &c; but as it isr the interest of the thieves here to prevent it, they are 
trying to do it, and I am trying against them: His Majesty shall have as good an account 



as I can gel.’ There arc immense (luantilics of powder and linq ordnance.’^ Colonel (Jam^ 
has just sent me wordj that lie is ubiigi'd to form a hundred stratagems to get cl(*ar of llu* 
Calabrese; these vagalionds have killed sixteen of their offieers within this month. I leil 
most sensibly your Lordship's ajiprobalion.' 

Captain Troiibridgc in his official letter from the Culloden, of the same dale, added, 
I feel much indebted to Captains llallowell and Oswald, to whose abilities and exertions 
I attribute the Tcduction of the place in so short a lime, as they staid night and day in the 
field to forward the erecting of the batteries.’— lie also liberally conferred high praise on 
Colonel Strickland and- Major Crcswell, and the other Officers of the Marine corps, '' as 
well as on the men for their constant and unreniitted attention. The Portuguese and Rus- 
sian Offieers and men were mentioned with great commendation, the latter of whom werc^ 
under Captain llaillie; together with Count di Lucci, Generals Acton and Ihmehard, 
Colonels Gams and Tschudy. Of Mr. Monfrere, already noticixl so honourably at St. 
Elmo, who volunteered from the Seahorse, Captain 'rronbridge observed, ‘ 1 feel indebted 
to him for his great ability and assistance as an engineer, which forwarded our operations 
much.’ Jaeutenants Tx)wcay and Oavis, who served as aid do camps to Captain 'I’rou- 
bridge, and Mr. Greig, a Russian Officer serving in the Culloden as a volunteer, were also 
honourably thanked, and he moreover recpicsted that the latter might be recrommended, 
through Lord Nelson, to the Court of Pctorsbnrgh as a promising Officer. 

On the return of Captain Troubridge to Naples, C'aptain Louis of the Minotaur had 
informed the Commandant of Gaicta, Berger, that his Sicilian Majesty would allow' the 
French in that fortress, as they htid not been n^gularly Ixisicged, though they had endured 
a lung blockade, to march out w’ith military honours; and his Majesty also promised, 
through Captain Louis, that the garrison should be sent to France w'ithoul being con- 
sidered as prisoners of war. This conduct of the King appears, from Captain Louis’s 
letters, to have been worthy of its Commandant; avIio had felt indignant at the manmw in 
which Girardon, on the surrender of Capua, had drawn up articles for the capitulation of 
Gaieta, and signed them without the knowledge of Berger or his Ofiicers. On the i:iorn- 
ing of the 2d of August, 1799> Captain I/mis wailed on him by appointment, when arti- 
cles for the surrender of Gaieta were signed. * 1 can assure your Lordship,' added Captain 
Louis, August 4, * that the Frenchman I have been dealing with, has at'ted more unlike 
one than any I ever met. 1 have taken carc of all the Colours that could be found ; tluwe 


* The Ordnance and Ordnance Stores amounted to 118 pieces of cannon, 18,000 inusketii, 4 I 4 ,(XX) musket 
cartridges filled, and 67348 lbs. of powder. 

^ See in Api]lendix, N*8, a IU||^r the Marine Force landed from the Biitisli squadron, for iIjp siege of rii|iii.i, 
as given in by Identenant Colonel Vtr^Mand. 
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were iioiit’ lioislccl when I ^rrivetl on the 1st instant, nor did they hoist any afterwards. 
Captain 'rroubridge will have informed your Lordship, that the French troops w'crc all 
einbarke<l last night. I think they will find some trouble to keep good order here, until the 
Great Ucvil’s party' are more softened and less inclined to depredations. They very much 
wished to push in for plunder, and would have done so had not a sharp look out been 
Gaiela were taken AS battering brass guns, 26 of which were twenty-four pound- 
ers, 12 battering iron guns, two field brass guns four pounders, four twelve inch brass 
mortars, 14 nine inch and one six inch mortar for ramparts. 

On the first of August, 1799, the Admiral sent an official notice to Lord Keith, of the 
complete success which had been thus uniformly obtained against the French troops in the 
kingdom of Naples; and acc<»mpanied it with commendation of the Officers who had so 
much disiiuguishcd themselves. Captain Oswald lieing sent to England willi a copy of this 
despatch, Lord Nelson jiarticularly recommended to the notice of the Commander in Clue! 
Lieutenant II. Compton, who had succeeded to the temporary command ot the Perseus, 
and had served as a lieutenant with him from January, 1796. In writing on the same 
day to Admiral Duckworth, his Lordship said, ‘ You will rtjoice with me on the entire 
liberation of this kingdom from French roblicrs. 'I'hc llcllerophon and Zealous sail to 
mon'ow U) join you, with all your Murines. TIkj ganison of Capua being 2,817 regular 
troops, w ill mark the propriety of my keeping the Marines of the shijts detached. Since 
1 wrote thus far, 1 have received a letter from Suworow, July 22; the Citadel of Alessan- 
dria was then capitulating, and he intended marching direct to Genoa. He wishes to get 
the King of Sanlinia to Turin. I therefore send the lugger with a letter for the King, to 
say, that I will detach a .ship of the line to carry him to Piedmont, whenever his Majesty 
fixes the time.’ 

On the same day with the date of the letter, which was the first anniversary of the Battle 
of the Nile, the Royal Family of the Two .Sicilies had transmitted a most elegant Address 
J iMrd Nelson, Defenseur des Dcujt Sidles, with their signatures attached, amongst which 
that of the young Prince Leopoldo was not omitted. The whole was embellished and sur- 
rounded by a Civic Crown. ‘ Receive,’ said the Royal WriU-rs, ‘ most gallant and deserving 
Admiral, on this for ever memorable day when by your glorious BaUlc you saved Italy, 
tlic sinccivst thanks of a grateful Family attached to you beyond all e^epression. We shall 
enjoy this immortal day in the midst of our family, and shall offer up Vows' for your Pros- 
perity and Happiness. Remember us to your brave Officers, who by following your 
example have contributed to your fame ; and remain assured, that all the incite obliga- 
tions we arc under towards you in the course of the present year, will never be erased from 
our remembrance.’ 


' One of the Chiefs of the Calabrcne. 



J'Voni ihe beginning of the Summer of 1799. 1‘i'’ rclurn lo England in llu* cn.Miing 

year. Lord Nelson kepi up an exlcnsivc Comspondenco willi somi‘ of llic prinei])al 
inhabilanls in the Two Sicilies, and with many public cliar.iclcis in llie Italian Stales, 
llis Sicilian Correspondence, Insides ihc lellei's which he received Iroin ihc lloyal l‘'ainily, 
chiefly related lo those events that hud taken place and lo the gn'ul < \('rtion.'. of the noble 
Admiral in support of their King, forming a vahial)le reconl of sucli historical facts as 
attended the first Ncajiolilan rc'volution. 'J’his Corres|)ondcncc may be arrangi'd uiuler Icair 
heads. That portion of it wliich undoubtedly appears lo merit the tirsl attention, inclndi s 
the numberless Petitions from individuals in the Neapolitan Army, Navy, and Municipal 
Guard, who had licen involved by Cardinal Rullos fraudulent I'rojet at L’ovo ami Nuovo. 
Some of these Petitions btMir no signature; but in gmieral terms describe the misery of their 
situation. Others are signcrl only by some pci’son of »*inincnce, as is that horn the cele- 
brated physician Cirillo ; whilst many have a number of names afli.\e-d. Under the second 
head may be placed all those Complaints wliich were sent lo laird Nelson by such subjects 
of his Sicilian Majesty, as cither from the ungovernable violence of the mob, or irom a 
want of firmness in the reinstated authorities, had been oppressed and ppr.scciitcd : and 
these documents are very important. They display some instances of tmomiily, which it 
would indeed be honourable for human nature lo throw into oblivion; but which History, 
for the sake of truth, must hereafter record. Under the third head may be classed the 
most numerous, ctinsisting of congratulatory Addresses, and of solicitations for Preferment 
and employment by all those persons, who had cither Uiken an active part m the counter 
revolution, or had suftcred by it in their persons or fortunes. Many inlcivsling Anecdotes 
occur amongst these papers; but they arc too much of a local nature to be woriliy ot noliee. 
cither in this work, or perhaps even in the general history of the pcnotl. Imder the lourlli 
hcatl may be found the Denunciations that had liccn presented to him, either vespeclmg 
ronceahHl Jacobins in the kingdom of Naples and their forfeited estates, or in n-gard to 
the*military force of the French still remaining in the adjaiHml Country. 

A Italian Correspondence witli persons wlio re^iided at a distance trom Naples, dis- 
closes fecU. which, although not immediately connected wiU. the biography ol’ L<ml Nelson 
might by other writers be considered as so many sources of information towards the evcnllu 
history of the times. There are, however, two circumstances so curious and mleivsinig, 
as to deserve notice in ttiis place. The first is a letter from the Count Chilcmhei i, h.s 
Sardinian MaWs Prime Mmister. dated Cagliari, Aug.C, 1799- rroin this ii ai.p.>an., 
that as si>on as'thfe Piedmontese dominions bad been recoiupicred by the Comhineil . us- 
■ Anuks, W Sardini™ Maje,t, Wn^soKed .o ...d a 

pe»6n.'Woaging to h& Covrt ftom that bland to Ids cont.m,..al dom... ons. .. «v«.dd 



206 


jiiont of his illuslrious house; and for this purpose his Majesty had requested Lord Nelson 
lo detach two lri<;ales to the road of Cagliari, for the safe conveyance of the Commissioners 
who had heen appoinlcil. V short lime after the date of this letter, the King wrote to the 
Ikilish Admiral, dated Cagliari, Aug. 11. — ‘ Dear Admiral Nelson: 1 have felt great plea- 
sure iVom your letter of the first of this month, and I acknowledge myself much obliged lo 
you, for your pedite attention in otfering me a suftieient number of ships for the conveyance 
of the Royal ramily to my conlinenlal dominions. I shall send one of my Ministers to 
concert with you, and 1 shall be ready to embark as soon as the ships arrive. My brother, 
the Duke of Agosla, has been obliged to hasten from this Island, owing to the loss of Prince 
Charles, his only son; which has overwhelmed us and the whoh^ kingdom with sorrow. 
Vou also, my dear Admiral, will sympathise with me on this unfortunate event. With an 
ussuiciiice of my esteem and gratitude, 1 am your true friend, Charles Emmanuel.' 

There is also anothtM* interesting particular in the Italian Correspondence with Lord 
Nelson, which marked ll>e high estimation in w'hich his character was held even by the 
Church of Rome.'' 'J'his is contained in a letter that was addressed to his Lordship from 
Venice, August ‘20, 1799, by the Cardinal Albani, Dean of the Sacred College and a near 
relation to the Emf)cror of Austria, a few days previous lo the deatli of the unfortunate 
Pope Pius \’I. The noljle Admiral was invited by the Cardinal to grant his powerful assist- 
ance to the Church of Rome for the recovery of her Stales; ‘‘You must not,’ added the 
venerable Prelate, ‘ be surprised that I solicit your favour, though I have not the honour 
of being known lo you. You cannot know every body; but every body is in duly bound 
lo know you. As the giillanl Admiral of a most poweriul Monarch, you have broken the 
chains of Italy; and like Augustus, who with the solo battle of Aclium established the 
Roman i inpirc, you by the battle of Aboukir have restored many Sovereigns to their 
Thront's, and have delivered Europe from the dangers of a most dreadful Tyranny. To 
you, therefore, must all those apply, who have a desire to enjoy any part in this signal 
benefit, anti the Pope and the Church of Rome are of the numlier .... In that dreadful 
and inhuman slavtwy under which jie groans, the Pontiff stands in need of youif Sove- 
reign’s pnileclion. 14y this he hopes to recover the States which have Ijeen wrested from 
him by the vi<dcnce and fraud of his enemies. He is at present a mere administrator, and 
his long and painful life wovdd have a loo distressing end, were he to leave this world 
without seeing the restoration of those 'J'erritories, which, together with the papal dignity, 
had liecn intrusted to him by the Church.' 

^ The attention of Lord NelMii to some of the Cardinals and persecuted members of the Church of Rome at 
tilt* close of the year 1798, was mentioned widi lively gratitude by tlic Archcvfique di Nisibi, the Pope’s Nuncio, 
to 11. H. II. tbc Prince of Wales; daring his Excellency’s short continuance in England in 1806, when watting 
for u sliip to convey him to the Portuguese Court at the Brazils. 



Thus did Lord Nelson from all quarters receive ihe gralcfnl acknoaltdgnicnl of his 
superior talents, and that Praise which is worth ambition. In a letter which arriv('d about the 
same time from Sir Edward Ncwenhain, it was justly n:marked, ‘ 'J’o you, my Lord, and to 
your brave Companions, all the rapid successes of our now spirited Allies must be aliri baled. 
You were the primary cause of rousing some crowned heads from a lethargy, nearly fatal to 
them. You brought forth the hardy and generous soldici-s of the north, you iiniletl a 
Suworow, a Kray, aKlcnau, into Italy; yon blasted 'rijrpoo Sultan’s plans, you paralysed 
the hopes of the English, Scotch, and Irish Reljcls, you slopped the career of the. then gn'at 
and powerful nation, and proved to the panic stmek surrounding kingdoms, that their 
invaders were not invulnerable. You brought the Standard t)f Mahonu't to support the 
Ueligion of our blessed Saviour, and aft’orded a remarkable event for the history t)f the pre- 
sent icra, by Mussulmcn joining IVoleslanls to recover the \'irgiu’s house at Lorello. Y«)u 
rescued Mahomet’s holy plac;c, Mecca, from the plunder of luiidels; and, in one word, as 
Talleyrand and his coadjutors observed on the 2‘Jd of July, All their recent misfortunes 
have been owing to the Ihitllc of Aboukir.’ -There arc also some passages in another 
letter that had Ix'cii sent to his Lordship from Commissioner Inglcfield, which mark the 
good sense and caution of a friend who had e.\perieiie<’d severe trials, and surmounted 
them with firmness: ‘ 1 need not say how happy your friends arc, and indeed every man 
living at this critical period may consider you as his best Eriend, that aflcr having risked 
your life so often and so heroically in the cause of your King and Country, you are still 
alive. You are now as near the pinnacle of the Temple of Fame as any mortal ever reached. 
When commanding in a subordinate capacity, your judicious and gallant conduct decided 
the fate of a Battle; and at Aboukir by your delertnined resolution to comprer, you in- 
spired your whole Squadron with an energetic Valour that made it irresistible. There is 
nothing like it upon record; no such example, no such jwoof of putting the Valour of tMo 
Nations to a fair issue. Gwl give you health to enjoy the admiration anil gratitude of your 
Country, and strength of mind to bear the adoration you will meeive; for it is almost loo 
much for the mind of a mortal to support. In this sentimcnl, my dear Lord. I am your 
very sincere friend.' 

I.<ord Nelson’s glory had now, indeed, attained that giddy height which required the 
exercise of the greatest powers of the human mind. It demanded that con(|uest of himself, 
that subjugation of every passion, by which the wiles of flattery and the erafliness of this 
world can be alone repelled. Yet one step alone was necessary for this great man to lake, in 
order to perform this ; but that step was an imperious one— An immediate return to his ovv n 
Country. His venerableFather in writmgsome lime previous to this, had said, ‘ Though your 
Reputation, my dear good Horatio, stands high, very high, yet we all know that the most 
beautiful Building may receive an injury by some accidental event, or by a secret enemy. 
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Ixiforc it is coinplclely finished. 1 do most heartily wish your Work had received its final 
polish from those, in whose hands arc solid, gohhm, and lasting ornaments. Looking fiw- 
ward to oiir happy interview, 1 now oiu.'c more say. Adieu,’— Tlic continual reciuest of 
the Royal Family not to leax e them, and the iiresislible force of that attention xvhieh xvas 
exerted to detain him, rendered his situation particularly painful and dangerous.— ‘ 1 
observe,’ siiid the Minister, Sir.iohn Acton, to Lord Nelson after their return to Palermo, 
* your kind regard to their Sicilian Maji'slies, and your intention not to leave them until 
they arc safe at Naples; this is like y<m, and certainly nothing can lie done for the sal’ety 
of the Royal Family until then. 1 learn from your letters xvhat somt; persons have advanced 
in regard to this kind assistance. Merit and applause have always raised the insinuations 
of envy and jealousy.’— The Sicilian Minister reasoned right, but on a xvrong foundation: 
'I’hcse remonstrances bad proceeded not from envy, but from the sincem.st friends whom 
his Lordship possessed. In a fatal hour he neglected these remonstrances, and returned 
to Palermo. 

Previous to leaving Naples, his Lordship had sent the following account to Lady Nelson, 
August 4, 1799» of the magnificent manner in xvhich the Anniversary of the first of August 
had been observed by his .Sicilian Mtijesty in the bay of Naples. * Tliank God, all goes 
on well in Italy, and the kingdom of Naples is liberated from thieves and murderers. 
But still it has so overthrown the fabric of a regular Government, that much time and 
great care is necessary -to keep the Country quiet. The finjt of August was celebrated 
here with as much respect as our situation would admit. The King dined with me; and, 
when his Alajcsty drank my health, a Royal Salute of txvcnty-oiie guns was fired from all 
H. S. M. ships of xvar, and from all the Castles. In the evening there was a general Illu- 
mination. Amongst other representations, a large ^'^essel was fitted out like a Roman 
Galley; on its oars were fixed lanii)s, and in the centre was erected a rostral column 
with my name. At the stern were elevated two Angels supporting my picture. Jn short, 
my dear Fanny, the beauty of the whole is beyond my powers of description. More flian 
20(X) variegated lamps were sus|)cndcd round the vessel. An Orchestra was fitted up, and 
filled Avith the very Iwst musicians and singers. The piece of music avus in a great measure 
to celcbi-ale my praise, describing their previous distress, hut Nelson come, the invincible 
Nelson, and they u'ere preserved and again made Aappy.— This must not make you think 
me vain; no, far very far from it, 1 relate it more from gratitude than vanity. I return 
to Palermo with the King to morrow. May God bless you all. Pray say, what is true, 
that i really steal lime to write this letter and my hand is ready to drop. Iffy'dear Father, 
must forgive my not writing so often as I ought, and so must ihy Brolhew, Sisters, and 
Friends. But ever believe me your affectionate Nelson.' 

On leaving Naples, his Lordship, as being at that time the senior Officer in the Medi- 
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U miiM'iin, had ordered CapUiin 'rronbridgt! lo hoist a broad pcndanl, as Commodore of 
the Ihilish squadron in the bay of Na])lc;s and ow the coast of Jlaly, an aefoiml of wJiieh 
was iransniilted to Lord Keitli and Lord .Spencer. M’hilsl on this service, Captain 
IVonbridgc was obliged to keep up a constant Corrcspondciire wilh Cardinal Itnilb, and 
the Neapolitan Junto of Stale; and, as will be seen by some extracts from the Commo- 
dore’s letters to Lord Nelson, he had the utmost difheulty to avoid being im|)Iieated by 
the Cardinal in the trial and execution of the rebels then going on under the esp<.-eial 
jurisdiction of the Junto; with which neither Lord Nelson, nor his OtHc(‘rs had the least 


concern. 


'riie letter sent from the IJoard of Admiralty, dated August ‘JO, I/})*), conveyed il^ 
opinion of the late 'IVansaet ions in which Lord Nelson had been concerned. Their l^ord- 
sliips’ apjirobalion was given n-speeling his having proceerled to the bay of Naples, for 
the. purpose of endeavouring to brirjg llie affairs of his Sicilian Alajeslv lo a happy con- 
clusion, and on his landing a large body of men for the Sicgc' of St. Lhno: but a repre- 
hension was subjoine<l in regard lo his refussd to obey lionl Keith’s onh'rs, by not going 
lo the support of Minorca; as also for his landing lOtM.) of tin' best men from his stpia- 
dron, under CapUiins 'IVoubridge and flalloweJl, to serv(> on shore with tla* .Vrmy at th<? 
siege of Capua. Itespecliug his Lordship’s letter lo lx)rd Keitli, llu* .Secretary said, ‘ I 
have their liordships' commands to aetpiainl you, that although tin* cooperation of a 
]h‘itish Naval Force with the Army of Tl. S. Majesty, might Ix', and appeai-s to have been 
necessary; yet, as from the information your lx)rdshi[) had rcct'ived from Lord Keith 
3 ‘ou must liave been satisfied that nothing was to lie apprehended from the Cnemv’s Heel, 
it docs not appear to their Lord.ships to have lx?en necessary, that the whole of the squa- 
dron, under your command, .slioiild have been kept for such cooperation ; hut that a part 
of it would have been sufficient, not only to have inspired that confidence which your 
Lovdship states to have been the result of its appearance, but also to have aflbnleil clfe«‘lual 
assistance to H. S. Majesty: And their ]<ordships do not therefore, from any information 
now before them, sec sufficient reason lo justify your having disolu\vcd the Ordms yon 
had received from your Commanding Officer; or your having leA Minorca i'xpo.sed to tin* 
risk of being attacked, without having any Naval Force to protect it.’ llespecting the 
landing of the Marines at Capua, the Secretary said, 'I'liat although their Lordships Avere 
of opinion, in operations on the Sea Coast, it might frequently be highly expedient to land 
a part of l)ic seamen of the stiuadron, to cooperate, with and assist the Army; yd their 
Jjoidships by no means approved of the seamen laang landed lo form a part of an army, 
tb be €^ployed in operations at a distance' from the coast; where, if they should have the 
misfoitune tpbd defbated, thej' might be prevented frdm returning to the shijis: and I Iiua e 


, tben^re (ai^ 


Iir).thcirlx>rd8hip8 commands to signify their directions to 
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your liordsliif) iiol to fin ploy the seamen in like manner in future.' However unpleasant 
this niiiila prove to the fcelinjip of Lord Nelson, it shewed that the Discipline of the British 
Navy was perfect at its fountain head; and that the Board would repivhend, if deemed 
necessary by tJovernmcnl, one of the fn*sl and most pojiular Admirals in the British 
service. 

'Phe inlercslin^; letters of Commodore 'Proubrid^je to Lord Nelson, continue an account 
of thejiroceedings in the Bay of Naples, and throw light on those events which have already 
been mentioned. The first is dated Naples, August 8, 1799. ‘ J had a long conversation 
with Count 'Phurn this day, and was much surprised to find that no dispo.sal of the Jaco- 
bins ‘ had been settled. He asked me, i:here I intcufled sending them? 1 referred him to 
the Cardinal. He replied, he could gel no answer from the Jesuit. 'J'he Count then put 
the (luestion, to know what was to lx; done if the French refused to receive them? which 
1 am sure they will. 1 referred him to the Junto, supposing the King must or ought to 
have left instructions. I have taken our people out, as 1 saw no prospect of the Jacobins 
moving, and us moimi tens beginning to come oil’, and a fever breaking out. If any escape 
now it is a deed of their own. As they expressed a wish to have the management of 
shifting them from one polacre to another ami to have the whole to themselves, I readily 
gav(^ ail up, and Neapolitan soldiers are jnit into them instead of ours. J advised that 
the <‘orvclte iiiighl see them round Cape Coree, and sent passports for the polacres" as a 
hint, that 1 thought they should be off and that no delay might be laid to our charge. I 
trust if the .hinlo manage well, peace will lie kept and the city flourish. August 10. The 
Junto, I hear, have at last settled the Jacobin’s business, and they sail to night. Poor 
Count 1’hurn is exerting every nerve, and 1 believer frets much at the game pursuing here. 
Knavery and villainy are lieginning to rear their head, when I am more master of the 
subject, your Lordship shall have it. The town is ({uiet, a few houses robbed of a night, 
but as thieving is a trifle which all ranks here pursue and practise, it is not reckoned an 
evil. 1 will narrowly watch all their motions. The Padone of a leghorn felucca assures 
me, the Seahorse got off on the 4th: if .she is obliged to come here and heave down, it 
shall soon be complclal; the pontoons would lift her suflieiciitly tvith case to float her. 
I talked that over with ITallowell whilst he was unmooring, he was with us at Bombay 
when we lifted the ships to dock them and understands those matters well.' 

* Naples, August 15, 17^)9. We have nothing now but fire works and nonsense. To 
day some Officers applied for a passage to Palermo, to see the procession bf St. Rosalio. 
I recommended them to exercise their troops and not behave like Children. .What can the 
King expect from such things? Augi 18. After expending as much money in coach hire us 
the thing comes to, 1 have at lengtli succeeded in getting the Commissary's account for our 


' Tliosc who were token nt St. I'lino .and at Capua. 


“ See Vol. 1. page IS. 
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soldim; hul il. has so many errors and so much sliiylape and biickrain, that il will lake lliree 
days lo correrM it. Do not think J am ji;rowinw cireminaie, il really rvas and is so liol 1 can- 
not walk on sliorc, and il so happens that llie middle and liollisi part of the day was the 
lime- f was ol)liged lo hnnl this youth. They will not do hnsitu-ss at day break. 19- 

I dread, my T^ord, all the i'euslinir, Scv. at Palermo. I am sure your health Avill suller, if so 
all their Saints will be damned" by all here, 1 mean tlic Navy; tlic King would certainly be. 
belter tanployed (ligcsfing a good Cjovernmcnt. I2very thing gives way to their [)leasiin*s. 
Ang. 20. To day eleven of the principal Jacobins, Prine(‘s, Dukes, CommoiKU's and Ladi('s 
wj’re c-xccuted. 1 sincerely hope they will soon finisli on a great scale, and then puss an 
act of oblivion. Death is a trifle to the prisons. In a long conversation I had lo day wiib 
ihe Cardinal, I find he has received information that the Freneh are inclined lo be oil’ 
from the Roman State. I therefore mean, if it meet your liordship’s approbation, to send 
to Civita Vecchia and St. Angelo, in conjunction with the Cardinal, and lo oiler them 
nearly the Guiela terms; telling them if they refuse, the Russians who arc atlvanring will 
transport them lo Siberia. .Shoidd they agree lo these terms, 1 sh.'ill din'ct a search lo be 
made for public Property, Antiques, See, atlonl. '20, All are gone from the Hay, ex- 

cept Louis. The Goliath went lo Civita V"ecchia with proposals lo the Krench garrison, the 
same as Gaicta, on her way to join Marlin. August 28. 'I’he Homans say, * send a regular 
force and wc will join you; but we, will resist a Handitti that would do nothing but murder 
and plunder us.' So you sec, my Lord, they have as high an itiea of the (’alabrese \'irluc 
as we have. Lacli polacre, I find, which earned the garrisons of St. Klmo, Capua ami 
Gaieta lo France, paid twenty-nine ducats for quaranlinc ; so much for Freneh trcalment 
of Cartels. August 29. The Vagabonds whom the French (general is soliciting psissporls 
for, are some I stopped until M‘Doiiald had promised he would return Hood’s Marines. 
I had them astern of me for a consitlerable time, and on receiving your Lordships orders 
to join you at Palermo, when the French fleet came up tlm Medilerranean, I let them go, 
giving them a passport for Toulon; they have since, though a Cartel, been cruising on the 
Roman coast— fine subjects for a halter, if we get hold of them. August .‘30. Five of the 
Jacobins were hung yesterday and 190 sent to Gaicta, as 1 believe', lo ihin ihc prisons 
which arc now getting very full. August 31. I find they have wrilleti Irom Palermo, that 
I am to leave this place the moment the Turks and Russians arrive. 1 tell them 1 am not 
in the secret. I fear, my Lord, some person about Sir William Hamilton’s house semis 
accounts here; .os I have frequently heard things which I knew your Lordship meant to 
keep secret. I lake the liberty of mentioning this, as it may put your Jiordslup on your 
guard. I hear that the Junto call for the dismissal of the Cardinal, as a nuisance and 
one who hipdere eyery thingl. ■ The winds are good and favourable, but 1 see no signs of 

S » alludes to thv /cut of St. Kosniio. 
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the arrival of our i\llics. 1 am looking with all my eyes for them, that I may join your 
Jjorilshij).' 

During these proceedings in the Jkiy of Naples, Lonl Nelson had returned to Palermo 
with the Iloyal Family and Sir William and Lady Hamilton. One motive for this im- 
politic conduct in tin* King, from a private note by his Lordship, appears not to have been 
any apprehensions for his safely at Naples, but from gratitude to the loyalty of ^ihe Sici- 
lians. llis Majesty, however, by taking this step, most materially injured the future 
sc'curity of Naples; whose wretched situation, Jis is evident from various letters of Com- 
modore Troubridge, required an immediate attention. Owing to this absence of the King 
and his Ministers, nothing was <]onc to reinstate the government with any chance of its 
being ettectual. ‘ llis Majesty’s not coming here,' said the Commotlore, Sept. .*}, ‘ may 
becotne serious ; I wish he may not rcpciil it. TIu; money spent at Palermo gives discon- 
tent here; 50,00() people are uneinploved, trade discouraged, manufactures but few, and 
those at a stand. I'lie truth is, it is the interest of many here to keep the King away; they 
constantly send villanous reports to deter him from coming : I know this game has been 
practised .some time. In short, my l/wd, they all dread Tlcform, ] mean the people in 
oflice; the villanies arc so direply rooted, that if some method is not taken to dig them 
out, this Government <‘annot hold together. Out of twenty millions of ducats collected 
as the revenue, only thirteen millions reach the Treasury, and the King pays five ducats 
where he should pay one. llis Majesty is surrounded by thieves, and none of them have 
honour or honesty enough to tell him the real and Ime state; of things/ — Strange proceed- 
ings were indeed curried on to enrich sonic of the leading men who remained, and to 
increase the disaffection of the Neapolitans; and the Iiuzcroni, from want of that employ 
which the presence of a Court necessarily gave, liecarac the victims of a new party, which 
the intrigues of the French llcpublie begun immediately to organise. 

The liberality of the King of the Two Sicilies to the Knglish Officers, on his n;tum to 
Palermo, did honour to the son of Charles the Third. On his first arrival from Naples at 
tlx; I'iose of the preceding year, his Majesty had lx?cn pleased to order a Aoyal Largess" to 
be distributed to the officers anti ship's company of the Vanguard, and to the resjiectivc 
crc.ws of the barges who had assisted in securing the safe retreat of the Royal Family. To 
Captain Hope who had conveyed the King and Prince Rt>yal on ixiailJ, a diamond ring 
of great value was prescntetl, and a similar one w'as given to T^ord Nelson’s secretary, Mr. 

One thousand ounces of silver to the officers^ seanieii, and marines of the Vanguard, which sum was thus 
divided : The wardroom one hundred ounces ; the <27 young gentlemen of the quarter deck and warrant odirers^ 
four ounces each; the 379 seamen and niarirics^oiie ounce and one third each; 20 boys half an ounce each; the 
sill plus for general use. One hundred ounces to each of the two barges* crews who brought off the Uoyai Family 
from the f’alace. One hundred ounces (o the Acloiiral’s servants, and the same to the Alcmeite's barge's crew* 



'r^^son. The second day aficr Uio King’s return, Lady JfamiUon, by desire of llie Queen 
of Naples, informed Lord Nelson that it was the King's iniuuHliale inlcnlion to grant him 
the Dukedom and valualde loud of Bronte,'' which was ofhcially signilie<l " to him on tlio lytli 
of August; and on the same day his Majesty sent the following letter to him, on present- 
ing the Sword, valued at 40(X) guineas, which the King had received from his Father on 
leavirjg Naples for Spaiji.— ‘ My dear Lord: The expressions that are. generally used to 
denote real gratitude, by no means eorrespond with or satisfy the exclusive sense wliieh 1 
feel, of how much ought to be and 1 know is engraven on my mind. The' service which 
you hav<* doubly rende.rt;d to mo and the Two Sicilies, can never be (Hjualled. In the 
month of August you were last yesir their sole jnesen er, as also, during the present one, by 
organizing a most judicious defenec for those kingdoms, with an active and injposing force; 
preserving for me and my Family, afler so many disasters, the possession of both Coun- 
tries; your powerful cooperation having render'd the forc*e of my faithliil soldiers effica- 
cious, as well as that of my Allies who an; united with them. Jn thus repealing to you 
those services, of whiali at this moment 1 feel so sensible, permit that some lasting marks of 
* my gratitude may l)e presented to your Lordship in my name, which cannot hurt your 
elevated and just delicacy; but on that subject 1 will be silent. When my august Fsithcr 
took leave of me, he gave me with these Kingdoms a Swonl, as a symbol to preserve 
what he had intrusted to me. To you, my l.ord, I send it in memory of the obligation I 
then contracted, and which you have given me an opportunity of fulfilling; since it was 
you, and your brave followers, who have liberdted Naples and its coasts from the Enemy 
who had gained possession of them, and who have supported my steps by the I'slablish- 
ment of (luict ami order. To your magnanimous Soveix’ign, iny best Ally, to your generous 
Nation, 1 owe an avowal of niy immense gratitude; and rest assured, my Lord, that this 
gratitude will never cease, but with your aflectionale FeRniNANOo.' — In writing after- 
wards respecting this to Mr. Davison, his [jordship said, ‘ You will observe in a part of 
the King’s letter, an observation is made, that this present t:ould not hurl my delicate 
feelings; that is, I might Imvc before received money and jewels; but I rejected tliein as 
became me, and never received one farthing for all the exi>cnces of the Royal Family on 

» O Bfoyr^rctf, nn appellatioB extremely appropriate to the professional renown of Lord Nelson. Urontks, or 
Thunder, was the name of One of the Cyclops f^neid viii. 452). The Cyclops are fulrlcd to have wrought in Sicily 
the Trident of Neptune, and the Thnnderbolts of Jupiter. In that very learned and most iiilcrestiiig work of (lie 
late Mr. Bryant, The Amlym of ancient Mythology, is a curious Dissertation on the Ciirlopn or Vyclope^, a iiKiii- 
time nation, which, Mr. Bryant is of opinion, came from the same family as the PhetiiciaiKs. Tiiey st'Uled in and 
near Bronte in Sicily, and were famous for their skill in Navigation and in various branches of Seienev. Sen \p- 
pendix, N*y. ' 

« His Majesty is said to have previously announced his intention of conferring this Dukedom on J/)rd Xclson, 
whilst on board his fl^ ship, smd that, the Admiral had begged leave to decline so nobli' a ivinnnoiniion : I'pon 
which tlic King replied, ihiwt,'iit''^ wiiih fiat your name alone Aouldpatt mth gtory fu imtcuty, and that 
1, FenHnando sAonM ajfear un^e/iAf 

VOL. It. 3 1 



214 


l)(>arcl iIk* \'anguni‘d and Foudroyant. Hiis T expect from the Board of Adiniralty, and 
iliai they will order nie'a suitable sum. It has been Honour and not Money which I have 
sought, nor sought in vain.’ 

Nor were the several Captains who had served witli so much zeal in Lord Nelson’s 
s(|uadron omitted. In addition to the remuneration which Captain Troiibridge' after* 
wards received, his Sicilian IMajesty now directed his Miniature, bn a box set round with 
<linuiouds, to be presented to that meritorious Officer, with a valuable ring. In sending 
the same kind of box, with the royal cypher in diamonds, to Captain Hood, Lord Nelson 
informed him it had been expressly mentioned in the official letter, * that it was presented 
for services in the Bay of Naples and at Salerno, and for his care of the Castles at Naples.’ 
Similar presents were given to Captains Hallowell, Louis, Foote, &c. That to Captain 
Hardy had a Miniature of the King, and a double row of diamonds. Presents likewise of 
inferior value w'cre distributed amongst the other Officers. In the letter which accompa- 
nied the diamond box for Captain Foote, die Admiral said, ‘ I can assure you, my dear Sir, 
that it alfords me infinite pleasure to convey to you this distinguisl^ mark 6f his Sicilian 
Majesty’s approbation. ’I'lie despatch expresses, for most important services when left with • 
the command in the Bay of Naples, when Lord Nelson was obliged to order Commodore 
'IVoubridge to Join him, and for taking Castellaraare. I am this day again requested by 
the King to interest myself with you, and all others who have received on board the Car- 
ronades Ijclonging to his little Yacht, which were given to his Majesty by the King our 
master; and II. S. M. attaches great value to them on that account: I beg you will have 
the goodness to send them.’ 

The affectionate attention which Lord Nelson had shewn to the young Prince Leopold, 
and a present of some trophies to his Royal Highness that had been lately ^ined, produced 
a livi‘ly eftoct on his mind. In writing to bis Lordship to thank him, his Royal Highness 
said, ‘ 1 have read, my Lord, that the Trophies of Miltiades kept Themistoclcs awake, 
surely it was for this reason that you sent me yours. You will not, I hope, be disappointed ; 

I will be your 'riiemistoclcs. If I follow your example, I shall always be a Conqueror.’ 
Nor did the ardent spirit of the Sicilian Prince, then in his ninth year, remain satisfied by 
thus expressing his gratitude. He soon afterwards requested permission frdm'' his Royal 
Parents, to give a splendid F6te in honour of the rcconquest of Naples and (rf'ftie newly 
created Duke of Bronte. Accordingly on the 3d of September, d spW^^^ fenter* 
tainment was given in the Royal gardens at Palermo, at which Prince I>opold' presided, 
dressed in the uniform of the navy, for which he was designed. Phis event took place on 

the day when, in the preceding year, the first news of I^fd Nelson’s Victoiy at Aboukir . 

■ > ' ' . 

^ During the ensuing year. Captain Troubridge liras erestied Commander of the OrdsitW St. Ferdinand, wijth a ^ 
ptnsiuii of .idol, per annum settled on him. Captain Saqatwl Hood ttas also cteatpd a Commander of th^ Oraer ' 
of St. Ferdinand at the same time, ‘ , 



h&d rcftchcd'' N'splos* Tho cntcrtainnicnt began with *1 niagiiificcnl firework rcprcsoniing 
, the English and French fleets at Aboukir, and concluded with a rnpn*.scn(atic»i oi* ilic 
blowing up of 1 OrienU After which a cantata entilh'd In Coiiconlin Jclicf, the union of" 
Parthenope and Palermo, was performed ; which denoted their graliiudi; to the great 
Nelson, the British Hero, and concluded with a chorus in praise of the Allies of his Sicilian 
Majesty. The company was then conducted by ihc Queen into the richly illuminated 
gardens, on each side of which a pavilion had lieen raised, one to the English and Por- 
tuguese and the other to the Turks and Russians; over each were, the flags of (he respective 
nations in alliance with th<j Two Sicilies. The moment the company ha«l entered the 
gardens, a select band of musicians from the opera sung God save the King. Opposite to 
the entrance of these gardens, and in tlic most conspicuous situation, ajipi'arcd a (Jrceian 
Temple magnificently illuminated. In the vestibule was a Statue of Lord Nelson as large 
as life, and in the interior an alb|tr, supporting the figure of Glory. Round this temple in 
». large transparent letters appeared Rule Britannia^ Britannia rule the IVaves. Other figures 
and appropriate devices were also introduced. On arriving at the vestibule, the Royal 
Family addressing themselves to Lord Nelson and to the different Ambassadors of their 
respective Allies, were pleased to say, ‘ How inadequate every thing they could do must 
appear, as a tribute of gratitude to those who had saved their Kingdoms and their Family; 
yet as the arrangement of a child, they trusted whatever d(‘ficicncies might appear in the 
spectacle, they would be excused.' 'Phe four Princesses then ranged themselves tit the foot 
of the steps that led to the altar, and the young Leopold ascending them, jilaced a crown 
of laurel on the statue which represented the British Admiral. The avIjoIc batul immedi- 
ately played Eu/e Britanma. It was more than the uffectionab'. heart of the otherwise 
invincibljp Nalson could support, and he hastened to salute the Prince, Avho immediately 
thrcAV his arms around him. A scene was thus presented that gave the avIioIc a new and 
interestijDg character. The Queen afterwards conducted the company round the gardens, 
and.pqipitcd out various inscriptions to record the serA'ices of those Naval Oflicers, avIio 
had..8p nobly fought and triumphed in the cause of Ferdinand. One in particular comme- 
. ma^rated. t|itu.gl|](lur>try pf Milbank, of the royal artillery, who had been killed 

during dtP 9 iP||^df St. Another displayed the services of the Portuguese Admiral, 

.u- assigned to record those of Captains HalloAvell, Foote, 


dec. Qn whick^^ to lUaiv the persevering labours of Captain Troubridge AA cre the 
following words^ bold in Action, wite and firm in Council. 

16 th of Aug^ .1799) Bofd Nebon detached the Foudroyant, as he had pro- 
mise^ ^ oil^liis Sardinian Majesty, and'for the time was obliged 

to hoiM .hili^i^'ti^rd tttkSii^iilHd'and Jane transport then lying off Palermo. He also 

shptild'J^ye |ii!aples on the same service, on Avhich the 
.Portugu^ o^i^|(l,jji^w;aUqkj!r'.^ employed. In writing on the same day to 



the Sardinian Minister, Count Chialainbcrl, liis Ijordship said, ‘ I send the Fmulroyant, as 
she is in.v own flag ship and the first two-d('ckcd ship afloat. 1 would send more 'ships, 
hut I lie service of the civilised world rctpiires every exertion; therefore I have not the 
j)owcr to send another shij> of war.’ — In writing to H. R. IJ. the Duke of Clarence, his 
liordship added, * Thus our King, Sir, will have the comfort that his ships aflbrd an asylum 
and [irotection to other Monarchs besides the King of Naples; and will have the satisfac- 
tion of knowing, that his Sardinian Majesty is likewise returned under the sanction of the 
Rritish flag.’ — On the Iflth of August his TiOrdship wrote to Admiral Duckworth: ‘ The 
Russian squadron of three sail of the line arrived yesterday; but having 520 sick to land, 
they are for the present unfit for service. Tlic united squadrons from Corfu are the Lord 
knows where; therefore 1 must desire, if it be practicable, that you send at least one frigate, 
the Minerve, Captain Cockburn, or if possible one equally good, tvith a good corvette, to 
join Captain Martin on the coast of Genoa; for I must have a respectable squadron there 
to support Field Marshal Suw'orow. In Naples all is quiet; but the Cardinal appears to 
be working mischief against the King, and in support of the Nobles. He must sooner or 
later lie rtmioved for his bad conduct.' 

Marshal Count Alexander Snreorow JRfimnihhi' to Lord Nelson, dated Aste, Aug. 22, 1799. 

‘ My Lord : 1 am gratified to learn, b^' the honour of your letter of the 2d of this month, 
the zeal with which your Excellency has fulfilled my intentions of insuring a safe passage 
to his Sardinian Majesty. Ilis voyage having Iwen delerred until the entire expulsion of 
the enemy from Italy, 1 hastened, according to the instructions received from my respective 
Courts, to communicate this intelligence immediately to his Majesty, as also to your Ex-^ 
celleney, to our Admiral Ouchakof, and to the Turkish Admiral. Convinced of the lively 
interest Avhich your Excellency takes in the success of our arms, I am anxious to acquaint 
you wiih the victory I have been so fortunate as to obtain over the enemy on the 15lh of 
this month near Novi. On advancing towards that town, they had drawn up their army, 
consisting of 37,000 men, on the summit of tlic mountains, having Gavi on their left, and 
exteiuling their right towards Seravallc. We attacked them at different points And exposed 
them to a most bloody battle. It has been crowned with the happiest success; but we have 
purchased it at a price that we sensibly leel: however, it is inconsiderable, when compared 
with the loss Avhich the French have sustained. The enemy, according to their own 

* The Uellerophon/Captain Darby, arrived in tlit: bay of Cagliari, August 11, as Convoy to Um tirjMisports sent 
to receive ballurks from Sardinia for Mahon ; and saik'd the moment they were ready. AdmirdI l^Oclcwortfa also 
on the 1 1th of August had detached Captain K. Campbell in the SaAta Teresa to the Satdidillin' jpdftt of Toro, for 
the service of his Sardinian Majesty. 

' This veteran General, who had risen from the ranks, and bad seen upwards o^ fifty campaigns, received this 
additional title from a victoiy at Ryniinik. The Emperor of Russia afterwards added that of ItalUkoi. He died , 
broken hearted, owing to the subsequent cruel treatment be experienced from the mme Emperor, during the month ly 
of May 1801. ‘ , ■ 
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report, have lost 20,000 men, amongst whom arc four generals; Perignan, gcneftil in (‘liicf, 
Groufht: and Colli, generals of division, Bartonno, genera) of l)rigadc; and nearly 5, (XX) 
otficci-s and soldiers arc made prisonei's of war. 'I’he iiuinher of Fn neli killed aniounis lo 
more than (JOtK), • amongst whom arc General Joubert, llieir Ciunmunder in Chi' f, and 
Vatran, general of brigade. Their number missing after the bailie amonnls lo 4000: lliey 
carried off 5000 who were w'otindcd. Ifcsidcs this, the same bailie gave us .‘}}J pieces of 
cannon, and 48 arlillcry w’aggons laden with ammunition. Cireuinslances have obliged 
me lo repair with the greatest part of my troops lo Asii, to observe with etpial alK'ulion 
the movements of ihc enemy on that side and lo delay my operalions on tlu! Uiviera of 
Genoa. I cungralulale you, my Lord, on St. Elmo and llu; reconrpicsi of a Kingdom.’ 

The great importance of this battle of Novi and the splendid victory which the Allies 
thus obtained over the French Republicans, render a furlhcr account of it necessary. The 
fbllow'ing letter from liOrd William llcnlinck to fiord Kelson differs in some mspeets from 
the {)receding one, and its introduction in this place may Ix' jn'oper lo illustrate liie con- 
cise and modest account which Suworow transmitted.— ‘ AW/, ./wg/ttif 17, 17Py* On ihc 
14th of August the French army consisting of 38,()(M) men, under the coniinand of General 


Joubert, assembled on the heights above N^ovi Avhieh termiiiale the extensive plain of 
Piedmont. On tlic same day, the corps of Gencmls Kray and liellcgsirde, united, marched 
to Frcgarolo. The Field Marshal, w;ith a considerable corps of Russians, was posted at 
Ponssolo Fomiegaro, and General Melas with ihe remainder of the army w'as encamped 
at Rivalla, for the purpose of covering the siege ofl’ertona, or of acting as circumslanccs 
should require. The Field Marshal resolved to attack the, ejiemy. At five in the morning 
of the 15th, General Kray began his attack upon the left of the enemy's line. .\fi('r a very 
bloody engagement of several hours, he was not able to make any impression, and was 
obliged to retire: a very gallant attempt was also made by the Russians upon the cenlri! of 
the enemy’s line, but wi^ the same ill success. A second attack w'as atlempted at twelve 
o’clock upon the left and centre of the French; but after a very desperate conllict it a as 
found impossible to force their strong position. The French were coiiUmt with dcfenil- 
Jng themselves, and made no attempt lo follow up their advantage. Fortunately at this 
moment, Giineral Melas arrived from the camp at Rivalla with sixteen battalions of Austrian 
infan try, and M upon the enemy’s right, which he obliged lo fall back. Continuing to 


attack wi^.Vijjour, he completely succeeded in turning their flank; and taking the enemy 
both in flan^ imd rear, their w:hole line retreated in the greatest disorder, and a most decisive 
victoiy h^ l^n gained. General Joubert was killed early in the action. Moreau suc- 
ceeded tp; the ci^lpui^d; he had been superseded by Joubert, and ivas only present as a 

specUlp^^' V " 

mk)g^AugH9t/iord Nelson directed Admiral Duckworth, by an order dated 


. '-.-A •/ 



on [)oar(l tlio Samuel and Jane transport at Palenno, to proceed himself, or to detaeh two 
ships of tiic lint;, of which the Zealous was to lie one, to assist (jeneral 0‘lJara and the gar- 
rison at Ciibrultar, by keeping the Ihirbary ports, and the Straits, open. On being joined 
bv a reinlorcement of three ships of the line, with frigates and sloops, Admiral Duckworth 
was ordered to proceed off Cadiz; and on the same day he received from Lord Nelson 
tlie following prii ate letter: * No one, be assured, estimates'' your worth both as an Ollieer 
and a man more than we of this house; you must consider a line from me as a side of 
paper from any one else. Lord KeiUt is gone and all niy superior Officers; thcrelbrc 1 
must now watch from Cape St. Vincent to Constantinople." Thank God, our affairs in 
Italy are in that pros|KWous state that our ships can be spared: I have in consequence 
fixed to have live sail of the line to watch Cadiz, with a ]>roportion of frigates and sloo{)8, 
and to keep open the Straits; and four sail of the line at Minorca. with an assortment. 
'I'roubridge shall lie at one place, you at the other, the choice to ivst witli yourself; the 
St. N’incenl cutter shall be a runner between us. You or Troubridge tvill keep an eye on 
the trade of Lisbon and Oporto: and you are directed to n'prcscnt at home if you want 
more small cratl, and to .say what is true, that if I have not given you enough, it is because 
1 have them nut to give: in short, to act in the licst manner for his Majesty's ^vicc. fn 
giving this command J know to whom I trust, and that it is not necessary ^9^r into 
the detail of what is to be done. As to myself, although thirteen sail of the tine, frigates, 
&.C. are in Sicily, they inspire no confidence: It is England alone that these Countries 
look to; and, even favourable as affairs appear, were I to move, although my flag is only 
in a transpoit, they would be miserable. 1 have urged letters to be written to Admiral 
Ouchakof at Messina, to send a squadron into the Gulf of Genoa, and orders go to- 
morrow to Martin to bring all the ships on that coast to Mahon. As to Minorca being 
attacked, whilst we have a naval force in liand, 1 do not credit such an idea.’ — In a sub- 
sequent letter his J^ordship added, * 1 am venturing certainly oi^ of my line of duty, but 
as the Commander in Chief may not even be on the station, 1 must do the best which my 
judgment points' out during his temporary absence. If Sir James would have allowed 
the troops from Lisbon to have proa'eded to Malta, 1 would have forfeited iny life if in 
three days it had not surrendered. 1 am far from being in gbod ijiealth,*'and the infamous 
politics of the Austrian Minister Thugot, who ought to be hanged. if 4^ what is said be 
true, do not serve to give me comfort.' — In wiiUiig to L^y.Nblsoh, August 23, hjs Lord- 
ship mentioned the urgent manner in which his continuance in Sieily Had been requested: 
‘ The last letter from the King’s Minister here. Sir John AtMoh, » as follows, * My formal 
demand is, however, to beg of your Loidship to protect Uie Two ^icilibs with your jianie 

" Ijord Nelson considered himself as holding the situation of CoBUaMder in C^blef in th^ Mcditemanean, finoiis 
August 17 to November SO, 1799. ' 



and presence, iinlil al last ail Itoly is perfectly quiet:’ Tlicw'fore, whalevcr my stale of licallli 
may be, I cannot move. I have ^vrilicn fully to my Father about llronic, and send 3'ou a 
little history of it; the present ^vas magniheent and worthy of a King.’— In a letter about 


the same time to Mr. Davison to thank him for his beautifid Medals, which were sent, as his 
Ijordsliip expressed it, to the lin'lhixui of the Nile, he thus spoke of Bronte.: * The estate is 
said to be about 30(K)/. ayear: 1 am determined on one thing, that the inhabitants shall Ijo 
the happiest in all his Sicilian Majesty’s dominions. I have to thank you for the interest 
you have taken in the business of the India House; their present has been inagniru enl;,l)nt, 
my friend, these Presents, rich as they arc, do not elevate me: My Pride is, tliai at Con- 
stantinople, from the Grjjtnd Seignior to the lowest Turk, the name of Nelson is familiar in 
their mouths; and in this Country 1 am every thing whieh a grateful Monarch and People 
can' call me. August 23. Poor dear Miller is dead, and so will be your friend Nelson; 
but until death he will wear your Medal that was intended for Miller. 1 have thi' full tide 
of Honour, but little real Comfort; could 1 have that with a morsel of bread and cheese, 
it would Ik; all 1 have to ask of kind Heaven. If the war g(K‘S on, J shall be knoi ked oH' 
by a ball, or killed with chagrin. My conduct is measured by the Admiralty by the narrow 
rule of law, when 1 think it should have. I)eeii <lone by that of common sense. J reslon'il 
a faithful Ally by breach of Orders, jK)rd Keith lost a Fleet by Obedience, agfiinsl his own 
sense: yet as one is censured, the other must be approved.’ 

During tlie short interval that Lord Nelson held this temporary rank of Connnamh'r in ' 
Chief in the Mediterranean, his letters and orders have an additional interest. Tu adilrt'ss- 
ing a note from Palermo, Sept. 4, 1799» to the commanding OHicer of his IMajcsiy’s ships 
at Gibraltar and off Cadis, he said, * I consider the Minerve as such an active ship and 
most particularly her Captain, that I must desire you will on no account send her off the 
limits of the Mediterranean station: no one is more equal to watch Cadi/, until an equal 
force may get there, than Captain Cockburn.' — On the 12th of the same month, h(‘ sent 
the flowing additional Instructions to A,dniirat Duckworth. * My dear Admiral: J ap- 
prove very mutfe of yOdr first plan of visitjpg Gibraltar, afrer looking into Cartiuigcnu ; 1ml 
1 wish you had fixOd to send spine of the Ix'st ships immediately baek to Minorea, and us 
Goliath and SwilUnre go hence direct to Gibraltar, you will send two ships of the 
line, and, if they afe to be found, some small ships; ibr at present 1 know not the ikuiun 
of the .frigates left by Lord Keith, nor how they are disposed of. When winter gets a little 
morsi advanced, aQ't^.plhsent ships off Malta mutt go down the Mediterranean, and some 


'pass.lo England;;, ^ej^re keep no mdre-sldps below Minorca than you think the service; 

that if a Naval Force 
t>oiv l!iWM3on/t miiav finit ti* ilif; Itiissiaii Aciiniixil has 


must find it; fer tlic Uussian Admiral has 
and I sec no desire to go to sea in the 
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summer, 'i’he Turks are rclurncd to Conslnnlinople, liaving had a fray with the Sieihaus 
ill V, hicli iiianylivcs were lost. If I am left in this command even I'or a icw mouths, I shall 
send (hose French frigates Avhieh cannot be niauned to England, and for that })ur]) 0 .se 
flrty giMul men shall be lelt by those ships going home. Aleesle may serve as a convoy 
for I.eghorii, or to go to Sardinia for provisions; Imt Junon and Conrageux cannot be; 
made useful, at least T am told so; and to keep them lying at Mahon, apj)ears to me a 
waste of the public money. i\ly mind is fixed that I will not keep one ship in the Medi- 
tcrrjyiean which is not fit for any service. During the winter^ those half fitted drain us of 
all the stores and render us all useless. You have acted on this principle in sending th*e 
Aurora and Dolphin, and it is my yarlkidar desire that you conj.inuc it; therefore if the 
Seahorsi' cannot, without robbing us of all our stores, be pul in order at (iibraltar or Mi- 
norca, she must (and sorry 1 shall be to part with her) go to England. 1 am aware of the 
argunu'ut which may lie used against my plan, viz. Our Seamen gel no good by going to 
England, to which I perfectly agree; but the ships left hero with me are beyond all com- 
mon refit, nor can they bo furnished with stores, not having any foundation to be kept up; 
and what would be an ample sujiply to keep up a Sipiadron, is really nothing in our 
situation. He the event w'hat it may, Dird Keith will probably by this lime have returned 
to Gibraltar; but I hopi* he will make allowances that 1 am aeting in the same way as if 
I knew nothing of his lM*ing there. Do you know what was his Lordship’s intention rcspccl- 
*' ing the French prizes at Mahon? for it is my wish to follow up his plan.’ 

In writing also during this short period to Mr. Spencer Smith at Constantinople, his 
T^ordship, after thanking that Minister for his kind and interesting letters, said, * Being 
now the Commanding Officer of the Mcditen-anean fleet, your brother Sir Sidney has 
aheady experienced, and will continue so to do, every mark of my aftbetionate regard both 
as an otticer and a friend. The first act of my command was to give your brother tlie dis- 
posal of poor dear MilleFs vacancy, and I have promoted all his young men as he desired; 
besides authorising him to declare, that all vacancies in his Stpnidron should be given to 
those serving witli him. You knf)w me not, my dear Sir, if you ever believed me capable of 
wishing to hurt Sir Sidney's feelings for a moment. 1 feci too much myself on such occa- 
sions; and 1 ('annot want to crop any man’s laurels: The w'orld has bceu ovcj bountiful 
to me. 1 rejoice w ith yon that our dear friend, Captain Edward'Cookc,* is likely to recover 
from his w'ounds; no one knows his worth to his Country more than myself.' 

In con.sc([ucnce of that dispute between the Sicilians and the Turkish Naval Officers, 
to w'hich the Admiral alluded in his letter to Admiral Duckworth, which appears to 
have arisen from the bigotry of the former, and to have been fomented by Ihc jealousy*' 

Of hig Majesty 8 ship la Sybille; thi.s Officer afterwards died from the wouadg which be received whvia ^ ' 
took Itt Forte of5(> guns in the East Indies. Ik was related to Sir Sydney Smith. 
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ol' Palmna llcy, who was aflt^wards cul lo piece's by his seamen; Lend kelson kindly 
look the pari of ihe Turkish Coininandiiig OHicer, Vice Admiral C'udir U<‘v. Ilaviiii- 
tpielled llic Muliny by only appe-aring on boani iheir flag ship, his l.ordship then se'ni llic 
most honourable tesliinony to ihc Grand Seignior, in I'avonr ol’ iIjc. characli'r and disci- 
pline which this Admiral had uniformly sujiporli'd; and lhal nolhing iniglil be wauling lo 
protect an injured uflicc'r al llu; Olloinan (durl, his i>ordshi[i a( the same lime forwarded 
the following Idler U) Mr. Spencer Smith, the Knglish Minister al ('oiisiantinople. ‘ I shall 
only say, that no faull allaehcs itscll in the least to t'adir Ik'v; lor a man of more’ conci- 
liating manners do(*s nol exist, and lu; has gaim'd all our hearls in this house, in which lu* 
is considered as a brother. Poor fellow, he is full of alllielion, fearing that his encniK s, if 
it be possible he can have any, may do him an injury wilh the Snllan: Tlial nolhing of 
this kind may happen, I beg for your kimlness. I ha\e examined Jiis ship wilh much 
attention, and could nol bul admire her exln'ine good order and remarkable clcanlini ss. 

desim of Cadir Hey, 1 have presumed to Avrile lo ihc Grand Seignior, of which J semi 
your FiXeelliaiey a copy.’ 


Commodore Trou bridge had eonlinuc<l during this lime in the Pay of N'aples, evpecl- 
ing the further inlluenee of the oiler ho had sent to the Freiu'h garrison at Civila \ eeehia, 
and wilh strong suspicions of the intentions of the .Vuslrians. C)n the 'J-llh of August, 1 7pf), 
some account of what had passed there was sent iiiin from Chaplain I billow ell. ‘ 'I’his day 
a flag of truce came olffrom Civila \'ecchia wilh the enclosed Iclti'r from (b neral Pclair, 
brought lo me by General Dubaurdicu, &e. a native of Sweden, and formerly aid dti camp 
to that Monarch when Sir Sidney Smith was serving wilh his army. As the whole w as but 
French humbug, I fed them well and sent them on shore wilh my answer. 1 rather suspect 
their object Avas lo sound me Avilh regard to any attack that Avas lo be. made on them, and 
lo find out AvUh whom they Avere lo treat. J gave them lo understand, bul in imlin'ct terms, 
that they would soon be besieged. I lielieve they are sensible that they eannot hold out 
long, and 1 am confirmed in this idea by their oA'erslrained civility lo im;, and the many 
fulsome compliments which they paid lo the English Nation. ]hil lo evi'i v ihiiig limy said 
1 turned a deaf ear, as 1 AA’as not inclined to make any jiroposilions Avillunil having slrenglh 
enough to enforce them, if refused acceptance; and as 1 am in daily cxpoelalion of that 
force from you, 1 have left them in a stale of uncertainly, until 1 .see the. Marines, Swiss, 
&:c. from Naples. The French prisoners from Fgypl, for Avhom the General in his Idler 
is so anxious to procure passports, am the same A'agabunds you permitted to sail from IVo- 
cida, Avhen you heard of the French tlect; and the same half galk'y avIucIi Avas riding astern 
of you fi»r so many days, is now here and has ncA'cr licen to France. All this I drew from 
the General at dinner, without letting him discover my motive for biiing .so impiisiiive ahout 
that vessel and her passengers. This accounts for Eclair’s being so an.\ious lo gel them 
VOL. II. 3 L 



away iVoiu C'ixilu X^'ccliia, and I have iiol a doubt, of llieir havinir bc'on employed cruising 
on tlic |{oniim coast, ever since they left you. J1‘ J can gel liold ol‘ the vessel' and crew, 
I shall shew tlicin no quarter.’ 

'I'lu' great services'' of Captain Hall during the tedious Siege of Alai ta, wen* this year very 
l)oiioural)ly notiet'd by bis Sicilian Ma jesty. During the inonlli of Septeiiiber 1799, Sir John 
Acton sent liitn u'ord, 'I’hat the King having Ix'cn duly intbnncd of the valour, uncommon 
^ii>i!ancc, and praiseworthy ('oiulucl wlii«*h Ca|)lain Hall had shewn during the blockade, 
in compliance with the Avishes t)f the Maltose and with the consent of the most excellcnl 
and AAorlhy Admiral the Lord Duk(* of Hronlc, his Alajesly had c^onfided to Captain Hall 
the government of that Island. — Cajilain Hall’s Icltei's to Lord N<‘lson from the close of 
.Vugusl to the end of OcIoImm’, point out some cif tin* causes Avhich had prolongc:d the Siege. 
‘ .///gz/sf 'JO, 17})9. 'J'ho French ha\e not n‘<‘eived the sinallcsl su])])ly of fresh provisions 
from this island or fioza these last four months. 'I’hey have nearly eaUm all the cals, dogs, 
horses, and mules in the garrison. Aluhfs flesh sold for 4s. a pound a month ago. /iwg. 2ft. 
(ieneral X'aubois intends making his e.scape with his ships, whcnevcT the weather will allow 
him. 1 hav(' great hojx's of preventing it by storming Uicusoli, or constructing a battery 
very near it. 'I'his (ieneral, avIiosc liti^ will be sacrificed whenev(T he n’tiirns to France 
unless he cun reestablish his <‘haraeter by the iiu)st vigoroirs dcli'iice, has shewn himself 
fnll of resource, lie has placed Spies in every comjraiiy to give liim early notice of any 
iiilenlion to mutiny, that he may crush it in the bud; and he has the art to make his sol- 
tliers believe, that tin; arms of the Fivnch Republic arc victorious and that Naples is still 
in their pcjsscNsion. 'J’he pa[»ei’s ^yc have given them they declare have been fabricatetl 
at .Malta. The soldiers murmur; but they still remain at their post. Sepf. 15. 1 am e.v- 
ti J'inely mortified I cannot assure your Lordship, that la Valellc will be very sOi)n carritid 
by our operations; but I trust that Avheu you rcHect on the strength and resources of both 
parlies, you will lie convinced that more could not be effected. The French have .50(X) men; 
Ave have MU Knglish and Porlugue.se AFarines, and about 15(X) armed Peasants; not 500 of 
the lalli'r can be d(']K-ndcd on for an assault. 1 am going to lake jiosscssion of an imj)or> 
taut post, contrary to the general ojiinion of miliUiry men; if it can be maintained, which I 
have very little doubt of, it will aeeeh'ralc the surrender of the French garrison and furnish a 
good j>rele\l fur llu'ir (jcneral to giAc it up. Jjieutenanl Colonel Lord Blaney has been here 
for a few days, during Avhich lime he has been indefatigable, at the risk of his health and 
jierson, in ascertaining the eiu'iny’s [losilion and the best mode of attacking them. lie Avill 


> vessel afteiivaiTls alternjitiiig t(j e=capi*, iiotwiilistaiirling a letter of Captain ITullowcirs respeeting her to 
(iciKiiil Iklair, she was biirijt bv order oF (%ip(nin llaUowi*]}. 

' See 111 i^ppenclix, N*'!), ('a|>tain Ball’.s Atateuiciil or Memorial of service from the time of his first serving off 
M.xlfa lo Maich ]SOO, ihawn up that J-ord \i-lson might present it to those Sovereigns who had entered into 
n 'I'Kai) 11!^ peeling Malta. ^ 
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<lolail ihr parliculars of our situation to your Lordshiji; lie lias seen a . ureal <loal of serviee 
and ajipcars to be a good soldier. October ‘i. We arc lamlinu maiiy of lla^ guns tioiu the 
Alexander, in Marco Sirocco bay, for llic diHerenl batteri<‘s lluit must be defended eliii dy 
by seamen, and which J uni now creeling. I shall strain every nerve lo expel ihe Kreneh. 
I'he expcnci; of making regular approaches is beyond my means; I have therelbiv given 
direction to lake ])ossi‘ssion of posts xvhich will put the enemy to ihr U'si. 'I’h,. cnginei'r 
tells me I risk too much; but as there is not any alleriialive, except remaining inaeli'.e, J 
have determined on pursuing tny own plan, which I am sanguine enough to liiink will 
succeed. October JO. 1 am very glad that the riritish troops are coming from Messina; J 
am much prc[>osses9ed in favour of lirigadier General (Jraham’s characler. Octuln r l b 1 
am constructing batteries very close lo the jialace of lieguy, where I hnp<- w(> shall soon 
attempt lo fix our post, it being highly important and well worth the risk. 'I’lie inilitaiy 
men think it untenable: I am aware it is irregular according lo strict tactical rules to go 
there immediately; but 1 think if your Lordslii]) were lo see it, you woulil be apt to de\iale 
from the regular progri'ssion. General Graham recommends my not allempiing an> 
attack niitil the arrival ol‘ succours; but if his coming is delayi'd 1 shall push lor IJegiiy.' 

'I’hc following extract of a letter from Afa jor General Sir .biines St. Chiir J’rskme (I.ord 
Uosslyn) connects these services of Captain IJali with the arrival of Jjord Nelson oil’ ]Malta, 
and ])ays a distinguished compliment to the abilities of the Ollieers w ho afterwards suc- 
ceeded in taking that rshind. 'I’his letter from General Sir .lanu s Krskine was addresseil 
lo the llighl Honourable Ilciiry Dundas,” dated from ]Mah(‘n, October lb, 17 py. ‘ Sir: 
Rear Admiral TAwd Nelson came lo anchor in this port on Saturday: and, liaving had a 
full and confidential conversation with his Lordship, I lliiiik it my duly to make you 
acquainted with the information J have collected, ajul lo lay before you the true stale of 
affairs in the Mediterranean. — Loixl Nelson’s mind is sli'ongly iiiipresseil with a xery higli 
opinion of the importance of the Island of Malta, xvhclher considered with a view' lo its 
political and military consequence, or the influence which the possession of its Harbours 
might have upon the Levant Tnide. But I am sorry to add, ihat (he probabilil v of its 
being reduced by the. Blocktulc is much less and more distant than 1 had supposed it. [ 
learn, that the garrison consists of at least 4,000, and, in some of the last despatches, is 
estimated at 5000 French, including the crcxvsof the ships of war, and lhal (lie mauaxines 
contain corn sufficient tor that garrison for a year lo come; but that with n'spect to wine, 
meat, and other articles of provisions and of comfort, it has been and conlinucs in great 
want. The numlxtr of armed Peasants xvho coo])cralc in the Blockade and reeiive a small 
pay is reduced to 1500, of which not more than (KX) are fit lo ho .selected for an alUu-k, 
t am not well inibrmed of the state of ammunition and military stores, but 1 Ian e no ground 

• A copy of wbtcii was enclosed to Lord Nelson, by.Sir Juines, on ilu’ l Mb of NoxchiIm'i. 



10 suppose u (loficicni'y in ihcni. On ihc oilier hand, it is very singular that so large a body 
of men should have reinaiiicd inactive in these works, suiTering themselves to be surrounded 
by so eonlcmplible a force of Peasantry, at no lime supported by more than 5()0 Rritish 
and Portuguese Marines. 1 must confess however upon the whole, this statomi'nl is very 
unfavourable to our wishes, and jilaecs the enemy in a much more formidable light than 
1 have lieen accustomed to consider them ; for the different letters that had hitherto fallen 
into iny hands, had always staled their numbers at almut 2,500, or at the utmost 3,000 men. 
It is now evident, that unless a rcspijcudile land force, in numbers sufficient to undertake 
the Siege of such a garrison in one of the strongest places of Europe, and supplied with 
proporlionalc artillery and stores, lx: sent against it, no reasonable hope can be entertained 
of its surrender. I am desirous only of doing away any misconception that may have 
arisen from the more flattering accounts which I have often received. It will remain for 
you to a|)precialc the value of the object when compared with the meaTis necessary for its 
allainmenl, and to consider how far you can allot to that enterprise a sufficient body of 
troops to aflbrd any reasonable prospect of success . . . Ix)rd Nelson is sanguine in his 
hoj)Cs of being able to obtain some Russian force, at most not exceeding 1000 Marines, to 
cooperate in this undertaking, jirovidcd agieal exertion can be made from hence for that 
purpose : but I hat'c not thought myself at liberty to enter into any engagement on the 
subject, nor even to encourage that expectation ; not only because I am utterly unac- 
(piainled w'ith your senliinenls and projects with respect to this Country, but in conse- 
quence of some circumstances reported to me, which render it not improbable that it may 
be his Majesty’s intention to withdraw from the Mediterranean tw’O of the most efficient 
battalions.' 

General Sir James Si. Clair Erskine to .Lord Nelson^ dated Mahon, Oct. 31, 1799« 

* My dcarLord: I have received no public letters by Admiral Duckworth, except some 
duplicates from the oflicc of the Duke of York, and an order from H. R. H. to hold the 
28th legimeiit in ri'udinoss for immediate embarkation, as it is to be removed from Minorca. 
1 am confident, that w hatever directions General Fox may bring out, he will carry them into 
exi'culion, and not be induced by any consideration to detain here a single man Avhose 
service is required noaiur home. J have not a single private letter from any correspondent; 
but I understand that Admiral Duckworth’s private letters say, that some of the. British 
force is to be immediately sent home, and I mention it that you may be prepared for that 
event and its consequences. The probability of General Fox being able to form and 
detach such a Corps as may be adequate to undertake the Siege of Malta, becomes now 
much more doubtful: a few days, however, must clear up all these points ... I find that 
the h1ur(}uis de Niza, Captain Ball, and General Acton, have all written to try to induce 
Colonel Graham to embark tvith a part of his corps for Malta: in answer to which be has 
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acted in slricl obedience to his instructions and in niy opinion with the most perfect pro- 
priety; for no officer would have been justified, even if left to his discn'lion, in forming a 
project for besieging /}()()() men and proceeding on active operiilions, w iih a corps of oOO 
men only. 1 mention this, because T collect from (ii-aham s letter that the last application 
was pressed, even after his answer that he could not lake any .slo]> without orchns from 
Minorca.’ 

The Admiral in writing afterwards to Mr. Nepean, on the subject of Malta, said, ‘ It 
has been no fault of the Navy that Malta has not been attacked by land ; but we have 
neither the means ourselves, nor influence Avith those who have the power.’ 

luord Nelson to U. 11. 11. the Duke of Clarence^ daleil Port Mahons Ovt. 17, 1771). 

‘ Sir: Although I have really but a moment, yet I am sure 1 cannot better bestow it 
than in assuring your Royal Highness of my respectful attachment; and I shall ratrace 
our late occurrences as fast as my pen and h(‘ad will allow me. I laving on the 1st of October 
received the terms on Avhich the French were to evacuate the City of Rome and Civila 
Vccchia, on the 2d the l^haeton arrived, bringing me an account that on the ftlh and ,9lh 
of September, thirteen large ships, supposed to lx; of the line, had been seen otf Ca|Xi 
Ortegal. On this information, in case they .shoidd be bound into the Mediterranean, T 
directed the Culloden and Minotaur, with some small vessels that Aven; off Civila Vccchia, 
to proceed immediately and join me off Mahon harbour; the Foudroyant arriving the same 
day, 1 sailed from Palermo on the morning of the 5lh: I had hardly got cleat of the gulf, 
when I met the Salarainc with information from Mahon, that on the ‘i8th of Scptenilx:r a 
vessel from Tunis to Minorca had fallen in with two strange sail of the. line, frigates, and 
other vessels, to the amount of twenty, steering towards Malta. As 1 have seven sail of the 
line, one frigate and three sloops on the service there, T had to send the brig to ascertain 
the event. This news, which I still hope is false, did not tend to make me easy, as in truth 
I rcrpiired, being very unwell : however, the more difficulty the more «*xerlion is called for. 
On the 12th I got off Mahon, and, having given all necessary directions lor the ships on 
that station, I made sail for Gibraltar. In the evening, between this island and Majorca, 
I fell in with the Bull Dog having on board Sir Edward Berry, who brought me letters 
from Rear Admiral Duckworth, discrediting the account of the enemy’s ships being off the 
coast of Portugal; with this knowledge I instantly returned to Mahon, tvlicrc so much has 
required doing that except to pay my visit to the General, and to the naval yard, I luo'c 
not been out of the ship. General Fox being hourly expected, it has not been in my poAA or 
to arrange a plan of operations fof the immediate reduction of Malta, should it not be 
effectually relieved by these ships; which is an object of very great imporumcc to us and 
his Majesty Vi^fes: but as neither the brig nor any vessel is arrived, 1 am in total dark- 
ness, nor a^ ^&<l)ii|>s,^m Civita Vecchia come in. However I sail to morroAv lor Palermo 
VOL. ^ . s “ 
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to see wliai going on, and prepare all the force I can for Malta. I Img that your Royal 
llighiios!) will i)clicve me with the truest attachment, your faithful servant, Nelson.’ 

'I’lic Operations against the Roman Port, CivitaVecchia, by Captains Ilallowell, Louis, 
an<l the other naval officers who had been detached on that service by Sir 'L Troubridge, 
hud been crowned w’ilh success on the C6th of September; and the articles of Capitulation 
which were signed tm that and the following day, had been received by Lord Nelson, as 
he iiuMitioncd in his letter to H. 11. II. the Duke of Clarence, on the 1st of Octol>er. His 
Lordship, so far back as the cml of August, had cndeavouretl to expedite this event by 
requesting the cooperation of some llrilisli troops from Sir Janies F,i*skine; in answer to 
which a letter had been addressed to him from Mahon, Sept. 5, 1791). by that General, 
and nearly in the same tone with his more recent communication. — ‘ You tlo me but jus- 
tice, my dear Lord,’ said Sir .lames, ‘ in supposing that I have the most sincere and ardent 
desire to forward the great public Cause, in which his Majesty is engaged, by every effort 
in my power ... 1 would readily make every exertion consistent with my duty ; but in 
my present situation, I do not consider myself as justified in ordering the detachment you 
n'quirc at this inoiuenl.’ — After then staling such objections as arose from his cxjK.‘rtalion 
of the speeily arrival of Geneml Fox, his siqierior officer, the absence of the naval squa- 
dron off Mahon, and the intelligence (hat had transpired respecting the increased strength 
of the .Spanish force at Majorca, Sir James added, ‘ ’J’he local situation of CivitaVecchia, 
and the baneful effects of the climate of that Country, at this season, would at the same 
time be sufficient to induce me to delay such an enterprise until the beginning of October, 
especially as the troops here are sufl’ering under the epidemic fever of the Country. I must 
at the same time take the liberty to add, that I think the force of 1,200 too small to be 
committed in an enterprise, which involves in it, first, the reduction of a regular Fortress, 
supplied, fur any thing 1 know to the contrary, with all that is necessary for its defence; and 
afterwards, supposing the place taken and the detachment diminished by the siege and the 
necessary garrison, their advance through a country in the state that you describe the ter- 
ritory of Rome to lx;, where it is at least equally probable that the armed nio/es, whose only 
object is plunder, should be hostile to our purpose and render the progress of the dclach- 
nieni difficult and hazardous at least, if not entirely to frustrate the ends ibr which the ser- 
vice was undertaken . . . Having thus staled to you the reasons that compel me to resist your 
application, .and suggested the difficulties that it will be fit to provide against, if the subject 
should be resumed, I can only assure you that 1 will keep evei^ thing in such readiness, 
that not a moment shall be lost, in case General Fox shall think proper upon his arrival 
to adopt or authorise this Expedition.’ — In answering Sir James Erskine, Lord Nelson 
observed, ‘ The Field of Glory is a large one, and was never more open to any one than 
at this moment to you. Rome would throw open her gates and receive you as.her deltvensr. 
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and the Pope would owe his restoration to a fTorelic. This is the lirst great objeci, as it 
would not only, occasion the complete deliverance of Italy, but Mould restore peace and 
tranquillity to the tom to pieces kingdom of Naples; for such an occasion a j)arl of the 
garrison of Messina might be spared. The next great objeci is the reduclion of Malta, 
and ill any other moment than the present it ivould be a most important one.*. 

Such was the opinion which one of the first Uencrals in llie Medilenanean enlerluint'd 
of the Expedition against Civila Vccchia: Lord Nelson and Commodore 1’rou bridge <*on- 
tinued to pursue that object with a small delachnienl from the Mt'dilerranean licet, 'flic 
following extracts from sonui letters of the latter Officer, whilst in the Hay of Naples and 
off Civita Vccchia, not only relate many events relative to proceedings on that ser\ ii e (“on- 
iiccled with the preceding operations at Naples; but also brietly retrace the manner in 
which he at length succectlcd, and, as the Friar" had dcctlared, look Home by the sliijis 
that belonged to the squadron under the command of Lord Nelson. 

‘ NajdeSt Sept. 5, 1799- My Lord: I should still like to send Louis in the Minotaur to 
try them at Civita Vccchia, I think they would give in. While we are here, J wish to 
render the Cause all the good 1 can, and Culloden can take care of Naples m IuIsI Louis 
goes there. i\s your Lordship directs me in your letter not to quit the. Hay until a n\spect- 
ablc Russian squadron arrives, I wait with iinpatiencc your further orders. 'J'lic .Vnstriaiis 
who are advancing to Rome arc only a few regulars, the rest arc chiefly such rabble as I 
Ixilieve will not shew themselves before Rome. Orders are issued here' for some regulars 
to be ready to march thither; but if I leave this station before a larger force arrives of 
Russians, and withdraw my men, it would 1 fear totally slop their sailing. I'he Neapo- 
litans arc frightened at their own shadow, and as I am told not a man of consetpieiu'e 
moves out of his house at night: for my own part, I walk every night all over the City to 
sec what is going on. All appears to me quiet, though they say the Lazeroui ihreati'u to 
plunder the place. Jf the King and his Court were here it would give emiiloyment to 
many thousands. Sept. 7. I continue my Marines on shore, at the particular reqiusl of 
Uic Cardinal, who complains loudly of the enormous ex})enco of the Russians. It is too 
true; the Russian marines and seamen are all cJotlied by II. S. Majesty. 'J’hc troops for 
Rome talk of moving to morrow. I am anxious to hear by the Perseus, whether your Lord- 
ship thinks the three Russian frigates a sufficient force to leave at Naples; not a moment 
shall be lost, if you say Yes. I can embark my Marines whilst I am unmooring. Sept. 10. 
The Transfer arrived last night, and this morning I sent oft' Civila Vecchia to annoy the 
enemy as much as possible, and protect the trade of II. S. M. I wish the government 
gave more encouragement to its commerce. Sept. 10. Your Lordship s two letters are just 

Lord Neiiliife'Sl'terwsrdt requested the King of Sicily to gire this Friar prcfcrmetit in the Church, winch wsu 
granted.. His'Loidsbip also mentioned tnmjh • subsequent letter to the Pope, in 1800. 
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arrived. I shall not lose a moment in sending Captain Louis with the Proposals to Civita 
Vccehin, and he will haveMulitie, Transfer, and l^erseus, when he arrives there. By your 
letter 1 am induced to think the fleet of our Allies Avill diinet its course this way. I can 
(hen without risk, on their arrival, avail myself of the offer you were so good as to make 
in(‘; take off my marines, push for Civita Vecchia, and, if Louis has not succeeded, try 
Avhat I can do. If I go, and do not succeed at Civita Vecchia, 1 shall join your Lordship 
at Pidermo, leaving Naples to the Russian and Turkish fleets. 

Proposals sent from Commodore Troubridge^ by Captain LouiSf to the Commandant of the 

Republican Troops at Civita Vecchia. 

Sir; I have sent Captain Louis, Commander of the Minotaur, one of H. B. M. ships 
under my command, to ofler your garrison and Corncta the same tenna».as at Cuieta ; 
assuring you, that the ullii'd forces of Russians, &c. are advancing into the Roman State; 
and I think it necessary to apprise you, that all prisoners of war taken by the Russians, 
(which wdll certainly be your fate, if you refuse the liberal offer I now make you,) are in> 
variably sent to Siberia, nor will the English ever interfere hereafter. If you agree to 
^ these terms, 1 have authorised the commanding officer of II. B. M. ships forming the 
bloc'kade of the Roman Coast, to transport your garrison Avilh that of Cometa, to Corsica 
or France as may be most convenient.’ 

Commodore Troubridge^ in continuation^ to Admiral Jjord Nelson, 1799* 

‘ Sept. IS!, llie news of Rome is very unfavourable. Bouchard has with him about 2000 
Neapolitan regulars and 7000 vagabonds. The Romans, it is said, have all armed to resist 
him, declaring that the Neapolitans are such thieves, no reliance can be placed on their 
Avord ; the Romans arc determined, therefore, not to be under their yoke: I wish, my Lord, 
there Avas not so much truth in what they assert. Although Naples is certainly quiet at 
present, yet much discontent prevails at the absence of the Court and Nobles: It really 
appears to me, that means arc taken to create discontent. Tlie officers only receive their 
three carlincs a day, the same as the soldiers. The distress 1 daily meet hurts me much. 
Many I relieve and thousands I abandon to their fate. The letters from Palerrbo men- 
tion the feasting, and the immense sums of money that are spent there. It has (»used the 
Neapolitans to murmur, and they very justly say, * If the money were spent in the Capital 
it Avould relieve many thousands.’ Tlie report to day is, that - the. Pignatellis are only- to 
be banished. Prince Tarclla the same. Riario is also destined for Maretimo, with a few 
others. They must finish soon, or every family here will be.ioteKsted in making a. disturb- 
ance. They should make some examples, and pass an Adt of OblitAririn,*'’and'let all be 

In some few instances, where Lord Nelson felt himself called on by partenlar 'drefimstaUioes that had ap. 
peared during the Trials before the Junto, he did not fail sometimes to deviate from the strict iUe he held other* 
wise laid down. In a letter from Sir John Acton, dated Sept. 95 , that Minister said,' " The esase of Goise^j^ 



forgot: at pfcscnt there are upwards of 40,000 families who have relations confined. 
NapkSf Sept. lO. I trust, iny T^ord, the King will come here; for the .Jacobins are now 
beginning to prosecute the Royalists for murder. J)ominico Morentiiio, who was so active 
at Sorrento and made so gallant a defence, who led Foote’s marines when the place was 
taken and constantly brought us intelligence at the risk of his life, is now prosecuted for 
destroying three Jacobins, who would otherwise have destroyed him. The parents of the 
deceased vagabonds, with the Commissaire dc Compagne at their head, are now prosecut- 
ing and persecuting this poor fellow. In short, ray Lord, if some Act of Oblivion is not 
passed, there will be no end of persecution; for the people of this country have no idea 
of any tiling but revenge, and to gain a point would sw-ear ten thousand false oaths. 1 this 
moment hear tl^e King has sent over to direct that no more shonld be put to death: 1 iruat 
it is the lieginningof an act to forget all. Not that I tliink sufiicient examples arc made'; 
but the law is so slow, that the business is kept too tong hanging over their heads, and (he 
innocent and guilty are all afraid of being accused and thn>wn into jail; and, probably, of 
having their houses plundered when set at liberty allcr a considerable time, with iiothiug 
to exist on. Constant efibrts are made to get a man taken up, in order to rob him. 1 have 
seen many instances, which induces me to make this representation to your Lordship: I 
shall be ruined if 1 stay here much longer. I fear the property that is confiscated docs 
not roach the King’s Treasury— all thieves ! If the King knew as much as I do, he would 
certainly come to Naples. The property of the Jacobins is selling for nothing, and his 
own people, whom he employs, are buying it up, and the vagabonds pock(>t the whole. I 
should not be surprised to hear, that they brought a bill of cxpenccs against him for the 
sale. Ilis Majesty’s Custom House is carried on in the same iniquitous manner. If the 
King, my Tx)rd, docs not come and settle his kingdom of Naples, all must go wrong ; they 
are now greater villains, if possible, than before the Revolution. It would really be a pro- 
per thing to tell Acton, and through liim his Majesty. Villains as these people arc, they 
rcspoct us for our honesty. Sept. 17. I have great hope liouis will succeed at Civita 
Vecchia; yesterday, as I reckon, he would have sent my letter in. I had occasion to go 
to the Cardinal this morning, and from him I learned the Russians did not intend to sail 
until the 18th, or the 20th. I shall look out sharp for them, and be off to Civita Vecchia 
and join Louis, if I do not receive contradictory orders from your Lordship. 

* Of Civita Vecchia, Sept. 22. 1799. My Lord: I sailed from Naples the 18tli, and 

Rgnstelli, and the grace obtained for his trerelling from H. S. M. at yonr request, was in order to avoid nny fur- 
ther mUchief to this young man j as he was the first, to your Lordship’s knowledge, who confessed his faults, I 
tannot explam myself more; but shall remember what difficulties were at first started by his Majesty on tlio.demaiid 
fceaponpoit.’,, la, another letter, Nov. 5, this Minister mentioned a Prince Calvaraw, in whose bcholf I.ord 
Nelson bndyrrHln W jtheKiag ^Sicily;- through the means of Sir John Acton. 
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got here on the 20lh at night. 'I’he next morning 1 was joined bj Captain Louis, with 
Minolaur, PtM-seus, M ulinc and Transfer. This is a dreadful coiist, a deep buy w'ith a con» 
blani swell, with the wind since 1 have l)cen here blowing frt;sh. I found Captain Louis 
liad sent in my letter and been informed by the Commandant ileimique, that on acc*ount 
of its importance it had been forwanled to the French commanding officer, (leiicral 
(larnier, at Uome. It appeai’ed to me that the CJcneral wished to get off from the Roman 
Slate: and Civila Wcehia having no powers to treat separately, I took upon myself, with- 
out a moment's loss of lime, to offer the Oaicta tenns for all the Roman State, except 
Ancona, that I migiit if possible put his Sicilian IVfajesty in possession; giving the General 
twenty hours from its rt'aching Civita Vecchia. Your liordship will see by the enclosed 
paper, that I was obliged to assume an authority and to offer what terms I thought proper 
and honourable. 1 trust both your Lordship and his Majesty will pardon this : 1 wait 
impatiently to hear you have done it.'' The Nea]>olitan General Radio's letter gave me 
but little hopes even of General Bouchard's being able to succeed; who on his way to 
Rome was obliged to shoot some of his troops, and disarm a large body and send them 
away. Maturely weighing the whole, 1 did not sec any very great prospect of getting on 
belter than by the Treaty 1 have offered, which J am very sanguine will be concluded. If 
it meets your Jx)rdship’s approbation, I shall be well satisfied in having clean'd the country 
of villanous Frenchmen, who have plundered and been such a dreadful scourge on the 
Roman State.' 

Commodore Troulmdge to the Commander of his Sicilian Majesty's Troops at 

Sept. 22, 1799. 

* Sir: the French Genend commanding at Rome, who has Civita Vecchia and Coriicta 
under his orders, has, by letter, signified that Rome may be included in the liberal terms 
I have offered to Civila Vecchia ; and 1 desire on General Garnicr's intimating to you 
that he has agreed (o the lilieral offiir I have made, that none but regular troops are put 
in possession of Rome, nor the least plunder whatever suffered; as 1 have guaranteed the 
performance of the 'IVeaty in the most solemn manner, upon a supposition, that General 
(iarnier will avail himself of this offer which never can be again proposed. You will be 
ph'used, on his writing to you, to send such a body of regular troops to escort tlic French 
garrison and baggage from Rome to Civita Vecchia, as you may see necessary: giving the 
most positive orders that no person is plundered, on pain of death to the, guilty.' 

•' Comtnodurc 'J'roiibridge, as apppurs by one of General Acton’s letters, had received his orders to far bock as 
the month of .Inly, at the particular rccpicst of the King of Sicily; but was not to make them public, without Lord 
Nelson’s further directions. Yet so well drilled was this great Naval Officer in Obedience to his superior, that his 
solicitude for Lord Nelson’s approbation and a fear of having exceeded what he might think right, aie constantly 
visible throughout the whole correspondence. 
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Commoddre Troubridge to hh Excellency General Gamier j at RoinCf dated Cullodcn, 

Scpt.^2, 179 ‘). 

* Sir: I am this ininulc honoured wilh your Idler of ‘2'2d : 1 had made uj) my mind 
to wail only twenty hours, well knowing lhal a Mililary Council of odicers can settle a 
business of the nature between us in a very sliort lime ; and particularly as I had, to a\ oid 
the horrors of war and not to hurt the feelings of an officer of your rank, otfered such 
libeml terms, that 1 really expected an immediate answer tiillier to accept or reject them, 
if Civilians do not influence the Council, as 1 know is the case in your scwvice, though in 


no otiier, 1 cannot see how all this time has la'cn lost. Tlowtwer, I shall wail for the result 
of the Council: though 1 think it necessary to inform you lhal no more lime may Im* lost, 
it will be exi)cdieiU to send an t)fficcr in your confidence on board the Cullodcn, wilh full 
powers to settle the terms and to sign them, if you wish to Icrininale the business. 1 have 
the honour to la; wilh the highest consideration, &c.' 


Commodore Troubridge in continuatuy^t Sept. 123. 


* My Lord; The Council the Trench 


General talks of is, the damned Ambassador ami Commissaire, who assume a power o\ er 


Gamier. The stuff the Frt'.nch proposed made me sick, the Ambassador was tin; cause of 
it, the thief is afraid to go to France; he would sooner slay where he is not wanted. JIc 
calletl the Roman Territory the proficrly of the Fiench Republic by right of eonqm*st; 1 
settled that by saying, It’s mine by reconquest, and he was silenced. Sept. 27. Jf the copy 
of the very voluminous Capitulation is not so correct as 1 could liavt; wished, your Lord- 
ship will I ho|je pardon it. I am really tired and worn down, very lillle, sleep since 1 
have been here, and am unable to give your Lordship all my strong and weighty reasons 
for olTering the French General such good terms. I have sent Louis' up to llouchartl to 
secure the tranquillity of Rome. 'I’he public [)ropcrly is immense^ by the French accounts. 
The Austrians oftered any tenns, but I oulmanumvrcd them, and brought General Gar- 
nier on board the Cullotlen and settled all as your Lordship will sec. 1 pray suspend 
youp opinion, if you think I have acted wrong, until I have the honour of setjing you. 1 
am sure I can then give such substantial reasons for all I have done, as wholly to clear 
every thing. The policy of the Germans to get hold of this State, your Lordship is well 
acquainted wilh, particularly as the Pope is dead. 1 wrote to the Cardinal, but did not 
tell him that the Papal Chair was to let. I do not feel myself authorised in sending a 
copy of the Capitulation to liOrd Spencer, via Leghorn. 1 have received the greatest 


• r np t?*" Lotti* WM the 6nt British seaman who rowed up the Tiber in his barge, hoisted English colours on 

tha Gipitol, and governed Borne. ■ . . ■ 

* Id a fett e r da t*d Ootobei 80, Commodore Troubridge informed Lord Nelson, tliat die Riga spars alone at 
Civita Vecchia at alow valuation were worth 15002* the ordnance immense, and provisions to at Ica-t 4y,(»0 dol- 
lara. A large quantity of artillery belonging to the King of Naples was also found, wiili his valuable geographical 
and marine plates, those of Hereulauenm and a variety of other articles of great value. 



assi&ianrr from Captain Louis and Lieutenant Scliomberg. I really am unUblc to write 
more — (juitc asleep. I never exerted myself more for niy own Sovereign, than I have for 
liie King of Naples in this instance. Sept. 29. I have been up all night and part of the 
(lay with the aid de camp of the Austrian General Frdlick, who had a tew men at Tos- 
canella, &c. twenty-four miles disUuit from Civita Vecchia, and forty from Homo, not in 
suilicient force to advance. Not having acted with him, I did not fral he had any right to 
sign the capitulation. At this minute General Frdlick is not nearer than twenty miles to 
Rome. Sept. SO. 1 have really and truly a severe task. I suspect I shall have to fight 
General Frdlick; he has attacked the French in their evacuation of the forts. A letter is 
this moment arrived from Louis. . Rome was taken possession of at two o'clock this morn- 
ing. Frdlick’s people attacked a deuichmcnt this aflemoon, killed nine and wounded 
two. 1 ho{>c it was brigands and not Austrians; though the Frenchmen swear it was Ger- 
mans. Pray recommend General Bouchard in the strongest manner to his Sovereign, for 
his ready cooperation and great exertion: my pe^at present cannot do him justice, I am 
completely jaded. The gangway ladder of the Ftiudroyant when at Naples and the noise 
when the King came to the gangway, are not equal to the buz at my elbow.’ 

Colonel Lord Blaney to Commodore Tronbridge. 

* My dear Sir: I took the liberty of writing a letter from Rome, but fear the same has 
not been received. The enclosed may appear at first sight rather extraordinary; but were 
you to see the manner in which all matters went, it would surprise you. General Bouchard 
was removed because he was instrumental in preventing robbery, consequently through 
the violence of those people he was considered as a Jacobin. The person deeply con- 
cerned in charge of said affairs for the Neapolitan government, was le General Rodio 
Com. Ics Troupes en masse, previously condemned to irons during life, now chief register 
of Roman property that had belonged to the French nation. You may use my name in 
any manner you think proper, as I have every corroborating testimony to confirm the 
enclosed,’ 

The remainder of Commodore Troubridge’s Correspondence, at tliat time, contains 
many other important facts. He informed Lord Nelson, * that Cardinal Rufib had written 
to desire the prisoners might be sent to Spain, contrary to the engagement which had been 
made.’ He also added, * the little dirty Ambassador has just sent to desire ^ acceptance 
of a carriage and four horses and a famous saddle horse, an Italian racep ^ him it 
was an insult to offer a Present to a British Officer, and desired he would never Igaln pre- 
sume to do so. The same opinion was also transmitted to the Gmiorids, w^ heted in a 
similar manner. They are now endeavouring to plague me with leUers,;upiwiids of fii%y of 
a morning; every vagabond abusing* his General, and each soldier doing iffie same. 1 b^ 
your Lordship to accept my grateful acknowledgments, for the handsome manner you wot^/ 
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kind enough to mention me in your public letter; it has pleased our gracious Sox’crcign to 
confer on me the honour of Baronet. 1 wish my services and abilities were such as to 
merit it.' — The inhabitants of Hume, grateful for the l)eiiefils and liberation they had thus 
received by a detachment of Lord Nelson’s squadron, an<l wishing to mark their respect 
for sq renowned a charaeler, signified at the close of this year, through Mr. Fagan, their 
general desire to plu<$6 a Column in that city, which might rt'cord the Baltic of Aboukir, 
with the noble Admiral’s sub8C(|ucul success and that of his brave Odicf'rs in delivering 
Italy from the ravages and plunder of the French. ‘ 1 have not words,’ ix’plied liOrd 
Nelson, ‘ sufiicicnl to express my I'eelings, on hearing n>y actions have contributed to 
preserve those works that form the School of Fine Arts in Italy, which the modern (Joihs 
wanted to destroy.’ — Mr. Fagan in his reply lamtuitcil that this Column could not lx; 
placed in the Capitol, without removing the »*(iucslrian statue of Marctis Aurelius; since 
the vicinity of each would injure the effect of both. ‘ We have therefore,’ he added, ‘ almost 
determined to place it in the Pia/xa di Si)agna, and in that part which is the wi<lest, formerly 
called Piazza di Francia.' 

Lord Nelson, with his usual liberality of mind towards his brother orticers, would imt 
himself transmit an official account of the surrender of Civila V<.‘ccliia, but ordered 
Troubridge to tell his own story in his own way. ‘ 1 have dcsinjd Commodore 'Froubi idge,’ 
said the Admiral, in writing to the Secretary of the Admiralty from Palermo, October 1, 
1799» ‘ to send for the information of their Loniships extracts ot all his Icttci’s to me. with 
the terms entered into witli the French for tlie evacuation of the city of Rome, and Civita 
Vecchia; on which event 1. sincerely congratulate their IznAships. — In conununicating 
with the Commodore, after praising his extraordinary merit and perseverance, I.ord Nelson 


ineitj^cmed his intention of going to the defence of Gibraltar, and desired Sir’I’homas to 
jojA'^^s soon as possible off Mahon. On the Admirals arrival in that part ot tli<' !Modilcr- 
t^nqan, Mr. Lucas, the British Consul atTriiwdi, infonued him of the IJashaw’s friendly 
cpnduct on a late o^^ion, respecting three seamen who had deserted from £1 Coi'so and 
turnip Turks; but, being claimed agreeable to treaty, were immediately delivcrccl up, tlu; 


.first msjtaui^ of the kind .fiver known in any part of Barbary. * Tlie Bashaw,’ Mr. Lucas 
added; ‘ iSinot averee.ftom peace with his Sicilian Majesty, but wishes to know what sum 
he is to recfifve for it,. particularly as he has Neapolitan slaves; and should he make peace 
wifti N8>plfi^ .he must declare war, with some other nation, or lay up his eruisci-s.' 

In eon^uj^cc^i^ Sir ^ward Berry’s having joined the Foudroyant in the Bull Dog, 
Caphun Jfe^j^^Vifas’supeTS^ and appointed by Lord Nelson to the Princess Charlotte, 

' ” ' .. On the twenty. ihiid of October, the Admiral 

Ijnly’s gmng afterwards to England,* liis Lordship 

avu, Majestic, Goliath, and Seahorse, returned home. 

SO 
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wrolo, as follows, to H. R. TI. the Duke of Clarence, dated Nov. 9, 1799* * Sir: I beg 
leave to pi-csent to your Royal Highness, Captain Hardy, late of the Foudroyant, an 
OHicc'r of the most distinguished merit, and therefore highly worthy of your notice. He 
Avill tell you of my arduous Avork in this country, and that all my anxiety is at present 
oerasioned by the desire of possessing IMalta. But 1 fear, notwillistanding my exertions, 
that I shall not get any lirilish troops from Minorca; without which the business Avill be 
firolonged, perhaps until Alalia is relieved, Avhen all the foi*cc we can collect Avould be of 
little use against the strongest place in Rurope. 1 am impatiently Availing the arrival 
of General Fox, and l»o|>e he Avill not consider the order for the removal of one or tAVO 
regiments, of such great consequence as the reduction of Malta by keeping them for two 
months longer in the Mediterranean. On the one band they must, in England, or on the 
Continent, Ik*, like a drop of Avater in the ocean. By staying here and being employed, 
they Avould lilieratc us from our enemy close to our door, gratify the Emperor of Russia, 
prot('<'l our Le.vunt Trade, and relieve a squadron of our ships from this service; besides 
giving us one 80 gun ship, tAvo 40 gun frigates, a Alaltesc new ship of the line ready for 
sea, and tAvo Irigates. >Vith these in the scale, I cannot comprehend hoAV a moment can 
be lost in dc<*iding; but. Sir, I find fcAv think as I do. I’o obey orders is all perfection: 
to serve my King and to destroy the French, 1 consider as the great order of all, from 
Avhich little ones spring, and if one of these militate against it (for who can tell exactly at 
a distance) I go back and obey the great order and object, to doAvn, down with the damned 
French villains. Excuse my Avarmth; but my blood boils at the name of a Frenchman. 
I hate them all. Royalists and Republicans.’ 

In Avriting previous to this, to Sir Thomas Troubridge, he had remarked when men- 
tinning his anxiety about Malta, * 1 know Sir James Erskine to be a most fair, honourable 
and xcalous Officer, and 1 earnestly ho{>e that you Avill have the carrying of him and 
1.5(X) troops to Malta. If, alas! all my arguments arc vain against orders not knowing 
our situation here, or from delicacy of the approach of General Fox, then it is only for me 
to grieve and entreat of you to come here and bring the Northumberland, that at least I 
may prevent supplies getting in; and for this purpose 1 shall be under the distressing 
necessity of taking as many ships as possible from Minorca, Avhich 1 assure you would 
hurt me much.’ — On the 7th of November his TiOrdship Avrote to liUdy Nelson: * Since my 
arrival from Minorca, my task here has still continued arduous; for 1 cannot get the 
General at Minorca to give me some troops for the service of Malta, and 1 have not force 
enough to attack it. One day or oilier I shall rest from all my labours. I still fitad it 
good to serve near home, there a nlan’s fag and services are easily seen; next to that, is 
writing a famous account of your own actions.' ' 

Captain Blackwood of the Penelope, Avben informing the Admiral, Nov. 17, of six 
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vessels which the boats of the Penelope and El Vincejo had cut out from under the but- 
teries of' Monaco, sent also the imporkint information that had been gaimid from one 
of the Masters of those vessels, That Puonapartc had arrived in the (jiilph of Erejus 
and immediately proceeded to Paris. This General who was destined to act so notorious 
a part on the Continent of Europe, having deserted his army in Egypt during the month 
of August, 1799» had arrived in France at the beginning of Octob<;r, on board Ic Muiroii 
of 28 guns. Rear Admiral Ganteaume, Captain dc la Rue. Anotlicr frigate saih'd in com- 
pany with the Muiron, having on board Dumanoir le. Pcllay, General of Division, and 
to these ships had been attached two advice boats, rindepcudant, 4 six-pounders, and 
la Revanche, 4 three pounders. Kleber, who succeeded to the command, in writing to 
the Directory, October 7» 1799> from Cairo, mentioned the following circumstances that 
attended this event.* ‘ The Commander in Chief, Buonaparte, quilled tliis country for 


France on the morning of the 23d nil. wiUiout saying a word of his intention to any per- 
son whatever; he had appointed me to meet him at Rosetta on the subsequent iluy. 1 
found nothing there but his despatches. Unable to divine whether tlu; General has had 
the good fortune to reach Toulon, I think it incumbent on me to send you a copy of the 
letter, by which he transferred to me the command of the army. 

Buonaparte^ Command&r in Chief, to General Richer, dated Alcjandria,^ August 22, 1 7.99- 
* Annexed to this, Citizen General, you will find an order for you to lake the com- 
mand of the army. My constant apprehensions lest the h’ngUsh fleet should again appear 
on the coast, compel me to hasten my voyage by two or three days. I lake with nw 
Generals Berthicr, Lannes, Murat, Andreossi, and Marmont; Citizen Meuge aud Citizen 
Bertholet. Enclosed you will find the English and Frankfort papers up to the lOih of 
June. You will see by them, we have lost Italy, that Mantua, Turin, and Torlona 
are in a state of blockade. I have some grounds to flatter myself, the first of these 
places will hold out to the end of November, and I trust, if forluae smiles iiptm me, to 
be in Europe before die beginning of October. The Commission of the Arts shall return 
to France on board a flag of Truce, wluch you will demand for this purpose, and accord- 


ing to the late Cartd, sometime in the month of November. Ncvcrtheles.s, if you think 
that any of them will be of service to you, you may put them in requisition without 


scruple. .... No one. Citizen General, has better means of judging of the importance of 
Egjrp^ to Franck, than yourself. The Turkish empire, menaced with ruin on every side, is 
cmbhng to pieces at this moment; and the evacuation of Egypt on our part, would be 
,80 much the m<we ua$)rtunate* as we should be sure to see, ere long, tliis fine province 
fall iutC the tods of ifom^ Etpu^n powers. If the Porte should reply to the overtures 
J have fbr p^we, Worn my fetters from France can reach you, it will be, in that 

.. fif «'«a ' Ib. p. 14. 
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case, necessary for you to declare that you have all the powers Avith which I was iiitrusled. 
Euler ihen upon the nca;ociation, adhere strenuously and constantly to the assertion which 
I have advanced, that Franco never had the least idea of taking Egypt from the Grand 
Seignior. . . Our ships of war will certainly make their appearance this winter, cither at 
Alexandria, Brulos, or Daniictta. You must have a battery and a signal lower at Brnlos. 
Endeavour to gel together live or six hundred Maineloucs in sueh a manner, that, when 
the French Heel arrives, you may be able to lay your hands upon them at the same instant 
of time, cither at Cairo or in the other provinces, anil send them off immediately to I'Vance. 
If you cannot procure IMaineloucs, sueh Arab hostages, Cheiks el Belcd, as may then be 
in custody, no matter on what account, will answer the end as well. 'J'hcse |)eopIe landed 
in France will contemplate the grandeur of our nation, and when they return to Egypt, 
will prove to us so many partisans. I have already repeatedly written for a company of 
Comedians, I will take particular care they shall be sent. This appears to me an article 
of the utmost eonse<iueucc, not only for the army, but for the purpose of effecting some- 
thing like a change in the moral habits of the country. The important situation of Com- 
mander in Chief, which is now devolved upon you, will afford you ample opportunities of 
displaying those talents with which nature has endowed you. This is assuredly the Epoch 

whence revolutions of the most extraoitlinary nature will take their dale ' — The 

whole of this diabolical letter extends to a greater length than could be admissible in this 
work. At the conclusion Buonaparte employed an ambiguous word, as is observed in a 
note by the translator, in order to blind Kleber respecting llie motives of so cruel an aban- 
doniiienl of the army: L’inthH de la Pairky sa Gloire, L'Obeissanck, les ivenemens 
cxtraordhiaires i/ui rictwent de sy passer, me decideni seul, ^c.— Owing to the intrigues of the 
Abbe'^ Sieyes at the Court of Berlin, w'here he had been stationed as the French Repub- 
lican Minister, Buonaparte had been recommended to the notice and confidence of the 
King of Prussia, as a military character who would subvert the dreadful excesses of the 
ilepublic, and restore a Regal Government under certain restrictions. He was accord- 
ingly sent for by Sieyes, and promised the support and cogntcnance of the King; at the 
subsequent risk of the Abb6 whom he deceived, and the utter degradation qf that Monarch 
whose kingdom he overwhelmed. During his voyage, he stop{)ed on the first of October 
at his native place, Ajaccio in Corsica, whence himself and family had been formerly 
banished by its Mayor Tartaroli.' On the l6th he armed at Frcjus. . His being afterwards 
at Ikirlin, is noticed by Sir John Acton in a letter Ib.Xid;^ iSTel^. On t^ Qth of Novem- 
ber, Buonaparte having repaired to the Council at tlbeTuilleiim, with Generals Berliner and 
j^efevre, swore to establish the Republic in his own name and that of his soldiers. Barrae, 


'' 1*1 oin ilic infornuition of a foreigner thoroughly conversant with the career Of Baonapnrte and the Court of 
Iti rliii. ' At present in England. 



237 


wlio had ori]gmaUy placed him at the head of their army, iras now obliged to acknowh’dge 
the superior ascendency of lluonaparte, and was conducted, under a guard, to the villa of 
Grosbois. On Decemlnn* 13lh, 1799» the Consular Government of IVann', with*Buona- 
parle, Sicyes and Ducos at its head, was completed, and on the 24lh proclaimed with 
much ceremony at Paris. — Some account of the manner in which J3uonaparlc had elfccted 
his escape w'as given by Sir Sidney Smith, in the folloM-ing lelU r to Lord Nelson: ‘ I have 
opened a correspondence with General Kleber, who succeeds Buonaparte, and 1 lind J 
have a liberal humane man to deal with. The fugitive narrowly escaped the 'riiescus and 
Turkish squadron, that were stationed to the Avestward c)f Ah'xandria, on the prohaljility 
of his departure, intercept him and prevent su])plies frotn Prance reaching Kg} pi. 
Unfortunately for the first object, the 'rheseus had Iwen delayed a few days whilst seeking 
provisions, OAving to the perverseness of the Turkish Governor at liafl'o in withholding the 
promised supply. ’—On Decembers, 1799. Lord Nelson Avrote toSirShlney, from Palermo. 
‘ All our Mediterranean operations arc pretty netirly at a stand still; for the enemy have no 
fleet at this moment to make us keep a good look out, although J should not be surprised 
if the Avliolc Combined Fleet should again pay ns a visit this Avinler. They Averc perli‘clly 
ready for .sea the latter end of October, tbrty-cighl sail of the line. Admiral DuckAvorth, 
with all the ships, frigates, Ac. is ordered by the Admiralty, lioin Gibraltar, to go off Kcrrol; 
and I think from thence will be called to the Channel; therefore at this montent 1 have 
only two sail of the line, and not more than tAVO frigates, in a condition to go to sea. Our 
Government naturally look to the Russians for aid here, but they will fiiu* their mistake: 
the Russian ships arc not able to keep the sea. 1 am now trying to bring our long 
blockade of Malta to a close; the garrison of Messina has been peniiiltcd to end)ark for 
that service, and 2,500 Russians are, I hojK;, at this moment at Malta. The French sliips 
destined for the relief of Malta went to Ville Franchc, and landed their provisions and 
stores for the army Avhich has since Iwcn defeated by General Mclas, .and 11,000 arc said 
in the report to be killed and taken. This must put Coni into the hands of the Austrians 
and secure Italy from that quarter; but, alas! we have reports that the Emperor is going 
to m**^^**- a Truce with the French, and wishes to keep all Italy himself. Me are anxious 
to hear from you; for I have my fears that your personal bravery will one day end in some 
accident. You have gained credit enough in that way, and you must now take care of 
younelf for otlier occasions.* 

Amidst the various splendid marks of public respect which Lord Nelson at this time 
received, he was particularly gratified by a smtple but classic testimony from the Grecian 
community of the little Isjand of Zahte. It consisted in a golden headed Sword and a 
’Pranchedn, or rtaff of dignity, set round with a single row of diamonds, which wen; all 
that could be procured in that Island. The letter which the Greeks sent with their pre- 
voL.«.. * 
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scnl was as follows. ‘ Mosl honourable Sir, magnanimous Hero ; your aslonishing victories 
liavc libt'ialocl this part of Greece, which had fallen an involuntary victim to French fury. 
Harassed by so many misforlunes, surrounded on all sides by the horrors of anarchy, 
desiruelion was near at hand. In the inulsl of the afHictiou with which our hearts were 
fdled, who could have foreseen that a man of such talents, sprung from the great Nation 
of Britain, would have* arrived to change the character of our destiny? Your appearance 
on tin* roast of Egj’pt was a prodigy, but your immortal V'ictory was a still greater one. 
'J’hese seas were rendered free. 'I’hti combined Iinpt'rial tickets descended the Archipelago, 
and from that instant the voice of Religion, of Nature, of Justice and of Humanity were 
heard amongst us without constraint. Our hearts, glowing with the .saertit^flame of gratitude, 
consecrate to you a Sword and a 'JVuneheon. Accept of tlu’m, g(merous Hero, as a small 
testimony of our veneration, and |)reservc them as taiihful emblems of that eternal gratitude 
and remcndirance, in which your immortal Name will ever be held by this City, the con- 
stant admin'r of your mighty deeds. May they accelerate that brilliant day, in which, 
amidst the glory ami peace of 'riirones, the miseries of the human race will cense ! We 
remain with the most respectful veneration," &c.’ — Lord Nelson, ia writing to Mr. Spiridion 
Foresti, the English Consul at Corfu, expresstrd his sense of this high and Mattering honour; 
which he <!stiinated as being c(jual or superior, as an acknowledgment of his services, to 
what had Ijecii rendered by any country to any officer: ‘ 1 beg,’ added his Lordship, ‘ you 
will always say every thing for me to these good people: If possible, I will one day pay 
them a visit.- -A ship is to sail from Mahon in order to bring the Leandcr dowm; you 
will find Captain Stevens of the Chichester, ordered for the service, a very good Officer 
and \ aluable man. 'I’lic serious attack of Malta will commence in a few days, our troojis 
arc collecting for that purpose. Thank God, all is ha])pincs$ in Old England. — ^The more 
1 hear of you, the more I am impressed with your extrtiordinary attention to the business 
of your office : never have. I seen any thing equal to it, and J'shall feel it an honour to be 
called upon to lx?ar my testimony of your worth.’ 

'Flic troops herein mentioned by his lordship as being intended for Malta, were collecting 
at Messina under Brigadier General Graham, who had at length obtauned a degree of 
restricted leave from General Fox to go on that service; .so much restricted, e8})ecially 
respecting expense, that his general instructions hardly seemed to admit of offensive ope- 
rations. Sir 'L'.Troubridge had also arrived at Messina, on the 36th of November, to ^ve his 
powerful assistance: when finding that the intended reinforcement was delayed for want of 
money, he immediately offered a considerable sum of his own to assist the Gtmeral. * I pro- 
jnised him, my Lord,’ said the Commodore, ‘ 15000 of my <}ob4; every farthing and every 
:ii(jm of me shall be devoted to the Clause. General Graham seems the man for service, 

Gacta, Maori, Fouordi, Cocchini, Sicuro, of the proriiiboal gorerniaeiit, dated H Octot>er, 1799. 
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things will ^ well, I shall now sleep easy. The General appeared lo think he should 
want wine, I promised him he should not; and as the army is not supplied with their dry 
and salt provisions from the victualling l)oard, we can give ihem ours.’— -Whatever other 
difficulties occurred, were immediately providtid against by this vscalous naval officer with 
cQual spirit,. Nov. 2J), 1799- 1 am hard at work, my JiOrd, gelling ihe guns off the works 
and picking carriages, &c. out. I have already filled the ships and llic two transports hired 
by the army, and am just going to try to hire a third in li. S. M. name. Our imudxjr, 
including officers’ servants, women, &c. is 1,040. 1 wish I could draw well enough to send 
you a likeness of some of the Neapolitan Officers, whenever I come to make a demand for 
something new, which pops in u])on them <-very hour in the middle of a story; the poor 
devils think I want all for myself. Nov. 30. I am very l)usy getting off guns and mortars, 
anxiously looking for the Northumberland with the tents and blankets; for they cannot 
and will not move until they come. Many wants have bi'cu stal led, such as mouev, bread, 
flints, &c. &c. I have nearly removed them all, the first by the prize inoiiey ; liiead I 
pray your Ixirdship to send. Dec. 3. The General is very desirous to move, f like him 
much. We arc at work night and day getting things off. 'I’hc gale has been severe. ’J’he 
ships are as deep as they can'swim. Every day 200 soJdiei-s and 200 of my men have 
been cmjrloycd; no time has been as yet lost. I am so wet and cokl I can hardly hold 
the pen. Dec. 4. The Russians had not moved on the 27th from Naples, the letters say 
they are getting rcadif: large bodies move slow. It still blows a hard g-ah; at south, the 
ships are driving in the mole. Dec. 5. With the greatest pleasure I inform your Lordship 
I have brought the General to say, he embarks his men to morrow morning at seven o'clock. 
I shall be off the moment they are safe on board. The weather is now changed ; we. shall 
stow Uiick for winter time. I have bargained for no gale, llic ship is very deep.'— J'hcy 
arrived off Malta on the 9th of December, when General Graham fountl that Colonel 
Lindenthal, a Gennan officer in our service, but bred in the Austrian etat major, had been 
sent* by 'general Fox to make a report; which proved highly honourable to the abilities 
and skill of Governor Ball. 

The next day, December 10, Captain Ball informed Lord Nelson of their arrival, and 
of the opinion which Colonel Lindenthal had given, as an engineer, respecting the opera- 
tions that bad been carried on at Malta against the Fi'ench: * Your Lordshi[i may easily 
conceive the joy of the Maltese on the arrival of Sir Thomas Troubridge, with the two 
regiments undi^.lthe command of General Graham; they all disembarked this morning. 
Lientraaiifc^lonel Lindenthal had arrived here on the 6th instant from Minorca, sent by 
.Gdneial as an experienced and intelligent officer, to examine and report upon the 
state of. ttod the othelt works in possession of the enemy. He expressed his sur- 
prise at tl^ eneBi]|fs^hll|lj^^ our batteries so near, which he says cannot be 
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l)C( Icr coiino('ted» or more jiulieiously placed. He docs not think of any measures bat what 
are defensive for the present. He is astonished that tli(f French have not made a sortie, 
and although we are so slrcngtlipned, he d<H;s not consider us in a very safe situation. I 
understand General Graham's orders suggest great caution; and that, if he thought his 
forc(.‘ not sufficient, he had the power of i-cturning to Messina. The sseal and persevering 
conduct of the Manpiis de Niaa reflect great honour upon him; there are very few foreign 
officers who would not have availed themselves of the orders he had, to have withdrawn 
from a tedious and difficult blockade at such a season of the year.' — ^I'his testimony in favour 
of the Fortuguese Admiral was also supported by Sir 'I'liomas 'froubridge, ‘ The Afarquis 
has really great credit ; his ships have kept the sea without stores, or even provisions.' 

The state of Txird Nidson's health at this time certainly reciuired rest, but the rest which 
he most wanted could not be found at Palermo ; every thing there conspired to {loison his 
mind and so prevent its mposc. In a letter which he received from Admiral Goodall in 
England, towards the close of 1799, was the following passage: ‘ They say here, my good 
JiOrd, that you are Uinaldo in the arms of Armida, and that it requires the firmness of an 
Ubaldo and his brother knight to draw you from the Enchantress.' — Nor was the warm and 
open iu'art <jf 'froubridge inattentive to the situation of hisTriend: * Pardon me, my Ix>rd, 
it is my sincere esteem for you that makes me mention it. I know you can have no pleasure 
sitting u p all night at cards ; why I hen sacrifice ^'our health, comfort, purse, ease, every thing, 
to the customs of a Country, where your stay cannot be long? 1 w'ould not, my Lord, reside 
in this Country for all Si«-ily. 1 trust the war will soon be over and deliver us from a nest 
of every thing that is infamous, and that we may enjoy the smiles of our Countrywomen. 
Your Lordship is a stranger to half that hapi)ens, or the talk it occasions; if you knew 
what your friends feel for you, I am sure you would cut all the nocturnal parties: The 
gambling of the people at Palenno is publicly talked of every where. I beseech your Lord- 
ship leave off. I wish my pen could tell you my feelings, I am sure you would oblige me. 
1 trust your jiordship will pardon me; it is the sincere esteem 1 have for you that makes 
me risk your displeasure. 1 really feel for the Country. How can things go on? .... I 
see that the pour inhabitants of Malta arc to be sacrificed: If the supplies are stopped, 
I cannot leave my soldiers to be starved, though 1 shall have the painful task of abandoa*' 
ing the inhabitants to their fate. I beseech your Lordship press for a yes, or a no. The 
cries of hunger are now too great to admit of the common evasive answers usually given 
by the Sicilian government. Do not suffer them to throw the odium on us. If they say we 
shall not or cannot l)e supplied, 1 see nothing for it, but to retreat as fhst as possible. 
'I'lic villanous sot at Naples will undo very soon all that we have done. Nothing but the 
King’s going there can possibly save his Country.'— Lord Nelson, in replying to SirTbpmas 
'I'roubriilge respecting the provisions, said, * 1 cannot get the frigate out of the mole, there- 
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fore I must learn to Ikj a hard liearled wrctcli, for 1 fancy the cries of hunger in iny cars. 
1 send you orders for the different governore. You will sc(i lla'y are for the sup|)lv of lla; 
army and navy; lhercfor<‘ Avhatcvcr (Jrahain and you send for, will if possible be granted. 
I hope the Russians will sail this N. E. wind ; and it is iny intc'nlion lo give you all a meet- 
ing the moment the Foudroyant arrives.’ -In a Idler afterwards lo l^ord Keith, who had 
signified his intention of coining to Sicily, Lord Nelson added, ‘ IJoih (jrahatu and ’IVou- 
bridge arc in desperation at the prospect of a famine. \’csscls arc here loading with corn 
for ALalta; but 1 can iicilhcr get the N(;upolilan men of war nor merchant vessels to move. 
You W'ill find by the report of the disposition of the ships, what a wretched stale we are in: 
in truth, only the Foudroyant and NorlhumlM'rland are lit to keep the sea. If T cannot get 
to Malta very soon, I shall, fnim your letter, remain here to give you a meeting and receive 
your orders. I have been trying with SirW. Ilamilton, in w-hii h tlui Queen joins, to iiuluce 
the King to return to Naples; but hitherto without cflect. I niusl suppose his Majesty has 
reasons which J am unacquainted with. It has long liecn my wish lo send a small sipia- 
dron oil the. coast of Genoa, for the Russian ships an: of no use, to cixipc'rattr with the 
Germans; but I have them not lo send. I^a Mutinc I have dirt'clctl to protect our trade 
about Leghorn, and to assist, as far as she is able, in giving convoy lo vessels currying 
provisions to the Austrian army. The report of the Combined Fleets being rcaily for sea, 
induced me to direct the Phaeton and Penelope lo cruise between Cape Sparlel and Cape 
St. Vincent, that I might have timely notice of their approach, if bound this way; which 
1 believe.’ 

In writing about the same time to Colonel Gndiam, his Lordship again nu'nlioned his 
intention of soon paying them a visit. ‘ 1 only wish,’ added he, ‘ that 1 eouUl always do 
all you ask me. It is certain that you cannot go on at Malta without money; therefore, 
T declare, sooner than you should want, I w'ould sell Bronte. But, J trust, from Gc'ucrul 
Fox’s letter to. me, that you will have his consent for ordering what money may lie neces- 
sary. I send you all the Egyptian papers, for yom-self. Ball, and Troubridgt', and if you 

. I 

like, in confidence, Italinsk. Suworow is at Prague with his w'holc army, ready to act with 
the Austrians if they come to their senses, or jierhaps against ihcni. Moreau is at V’ienna 
tilting ibr pieace. What a slate the Allies bring us into, but it is in vain lo cry out.’ 

Unlike the greater part of our Allies, the Turkish government mtained, at that time, 
a coneet id^ of the dangers to which it would be exposed by a connection with France, 
and of the great advantages that would accrue from sup|K>rling the maritime powci- and 
conunftrce.Qf Great Britiw. TheReiaEfiehdion the SOlhof Octolicr, in answer to Mr. 

‘ Smith’s mcimoriuh had ratified the I^ltan's gmntof the privilege of navigating the Black Sea, 
und^ Vptil tius pen^asipn, given in consequence of Mr. Smith's frequent 

rcpreseiu^iotfs<bl)t^^|h'Writing;'nnd conversation, the Euxine had been only navigated by 
vo'ti.;ti. ' . . ' 3 Q • 


V 
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ihe Ottoman, the Uussian, and the Austrian flags: The above Grant" was ih'e first relax- 
ation of that monopoly. The Ucis Eflendi also, in a letter which he had previously 
siddi'csscd A son Excellence ires gradiif^ tres digne, et Ires iiU Amiral^ noire Ami, qui s'attire 
I’Amitie, informed Lord Nelson, that his Imperial ISIajesty had directed a drawing to be 
made of the Battle of Aboukir, which his Kxccllcuey the Admiral, full of /ral, had 
gained by the irresistibh; fleet under his orders. ‘ His Majesty's wish,’ added the Reis 
Elfendi, ‘ in having such a drawing made, was to obUiin a perfect and exact knowledge of 
that great Battle ; and since, considering it as a pledge of esteem and affection between the 
Turkish and British governments, he has sent it, us such, to the faithful Nelson; the bene- 
volence of whose august Sovereign may perhaps, after such an act on the part of the Olio- 
man Court, be induced to make new and vigorous exertions in its favour.’ — Ijord Nelson 
could not but be gratified at such repeated marks of condescension from the Grand 
Seignior, equally honourable, both to the Admiral and his Country: ‘ A curious present,* 
as he observed to Earl Spencer, ‘ but highly flattering to me, as it marks that I am not 
in the least forgotten.’ — In writing to his Excellency Mr. Smith on this occasion, Dec. 22, 
1799, his Lordship expressed himself more fully: ‘ 1’hc Present from the Grand Seignior 
is certainly curious and particularly in this point, that it assures me of the goodness of his 
heart ; and (a rare quality with men in power) that he does not forget services rendered him. 
A liJindful of diamontls comes naturally from a great Sovereign ; but this drawing, made pro- 
bably for the occasion, could only come from an affectionate, amiable disposition, and 1 beg 
3 ’ou will have the goodness to express these my sensations, when you deliver the letter sent 
herewith. I am perfectly unable to describe my feelings on this, to me, gratifying occa- 
sion. 1 have read with attention all that has passed in Egypt Ijetween Buonaparte, Kleber 
and the CJrand Vizier, and 1 send Lord Elgin some very important papers which will shew 
their deplorable situation. But I cannot bring myself to Iwlicvc they would entirely quit 
Egypt;” and, if they would, 1 never will consent to one of them returning to the continent 
of Europe tluriug the war. I wish them to perish in Egypt, and give an awful Icssoh to 
the World of the justice of the Almighty. — I should rejoice if the Russian troops you men- 
tion were at Malta, as also those from Naples; but Admiral Ouchakof cannot be got to 
move ; and by his carelessness the fate of Malta is not only retarded, but the Island may be 
lost. 'I.'he shi])s in the harbour are ready for sea, and will try to escape. Four da}^s ago 
three shells fell into the Guillaume Tell, and her poop is blown up. When yOu write to 
your brother remember me kindly to him. I regret 1 have not a letter to send with these 

" It was further recognised and confirmed by the Reis EfFendi to Alexander Stratton, Eiq. Charge d’ Affaires, 
July >ig, 1802. • 

” The first overtures for the Negociation at FA-Aarith were made by General Kleber to Sir Sidney Sinitb in'. 
Xuveiuber, and the Convention was ratified by the Turkish and Trench Commanders in Chief on Jan. 31 , 1800 . 
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interccplcd ofies to Egypt. I have not only to thank you for your coniniunicalions, bul 
for all your kind intentions to me. Adieu, iiiy dear Sir. 

On the Gill of Decemb<^r, 1799, Lord Keith liad returned to (Jlibraltar; and in writing 
home on the 6lh of January, 1800, he informed the Hoard, that he should tlcelarc G<Mioa 
blockaded, as from that port all supplies ftir the French army had Imh'h thrown in. ‘ f in- 
tend,’ added his Lordship, ‘ to repair lhith»;r for llie more ready eoinimmieation with his 
Majesty’s Allies; after which T purpose me«*ling Lord Nelson at Palermo, as his Lordship 
has sent the Foudroyanl oiV Malta, otherwise it would have Ix^en more mv inelination to 
have met at Naples, there to ha^c consulted on the sul)jeet of Malta.’— In writing to 
Palermo on the preceding day, he had rcfiuesleil to know front Lord Nelson, whether the 
10,000/. which the Admiralty had dir<;cted shouhl bo paid to the oHiee.r who had delivered 
the Leandcr to Captain ITalliday, from the Emperor of Uussia, had been pn'sented. 

The difficulties which SirThomas'J’roubridge had experienced, through want of a supjtly 
of corn from Palermo, during the preceding summer, were at the beginning of 1800 greatly 
increased throughout his services at Malta. iJis mind was also much agitated by the continu- 
ance of l^trd Nelson at Palermo: Troubridge’s aifcction for him was unbounded, and being 
fearful lest the remnant of the Nile s(|uadron, which Inul taken refuge at Malta, might in 
an attempt to escape be captured without the presence; of the Admiral, the dejc(‘tcd Com- 
modore thus expressed the warmth and di.Hiutercstedncss of his friendship. * Malta, Jan. 1, 
1800. My Lord : We are dying off fast for want. 1 learn, by Icttci’s from Messina, that 
SirW. Hamilton says. Prince Luzxi refused corn some time ago, and Sir W. does not think it 
worth while making another application. If that be the case, I wish he commamh'd at this 
distressing scene instead of me. Puglia had an immense harvest, near thirty sail left Mes- 
sina before I did to load corn; will they let us have any? If not, a short time will decide 
the business. The German interest prevails. I wish I was at your Lordship’s elbow for an 
hour, all, all will be throwm on you, rely on it. J will parry the blow ns much as is in my 
power; 1 foresee much mischief brewing. God bless your Lordship — 1 am miserable, 1 
cannot assist your operations more. Many hajipy returns of this day to you, i never spent 
so miserable an one. I am not very tender hearted; but iiially the distn'ss Iumc would 
even move; a Neapolitan. Jan. 5. 1 have this day saved 30,000 people from dying; but 
with this day my ability ceases. As the government are bent on starving us, 1 see no 
alternative, but to leave these poor unhappy people to perish, without our being wilnes.sos 
to their distress. I curse the day I ever served the Neapolitan government. T, who know' 
your Lordship so well, can pity the distress you must suffer; wdiat must )m: our situation 

on the spot^ J never expected to be treated in tlm manner. certainly influences llu; 

Kin^s cpund[l;« hei romplainahe cannot get his orders put in force, how can he expect it, 

■ when he'nevef puAisbes ’any of the traitors? on the contrary, is he not daily promoting 



lliom? AVc Iisivc ciiaraclers, niy Lord, lo lose, iheso people liaA’c none. Do ilot snlFcr llieir 
infamous «-ondiiel lo fall on ns. Our Country is just, bul severe. 1 foresee we shall forfeit 
the lillle that can be gained. Such is the fc\cr of my brain this minute, that 1 assure you 
on my honour, if the Palermo 'IVaitors were here, 1 would shoot them first, and then myself, 
(lirgenti, 1 beg lo inform you, is full of corn, the money is ready lo pay for it, we do not 
ask it as a gill. Oh could you sec the horrid distress I daily e.xperience, something would 
be done. Jaii. 7, 180(). Vour Lordship will jxirceive that some engine is at work against 
us at Xa[>lcs, ami 1 believe in my former letters 1 hit on the proper person. If you complain, 
he will be immediately promoted, agreeably to the Neapolitan custom; my friend Yaucli 
is in high fav'our, and at present intriguing deeply'. All I write to you is known at the 
Queen’s: I suspect my letters are opened lx:forc they reach you. For my <>wn part, 1 look 
on the Neapolitans as the worst of intriguing enemies; every hour shews me their infamy 
and iluplicity. It may lie necessary to caution Cioneral At'lon respecting what is going 
on: as that can be done in Fiiiglish, you may be sure of what is said. I pray your Lord- 
ship be cautious; your honest, o])en manner of acting will be made a handle of. It is 
necessary lo lx; very vigilant ovc;r the deceitful set you have to deal with: every nerve of 
mine shall be exerted lo forward your Lordship's views and tin; service. I cannot assist 
you so fast us I could wish, so little dcjiends upon me: that little you shall find well done. 
Jan. 8. From the llussians not arriving by the contrivance of these ministers, is to be allri- 
buled our inactivity which crcalcs discontent. In short, my Lord, when I see you and 
tell of their infamous tricks, you will be as much surprised as I am with them: the whole 
will fall on you, uhich hurls me much. The Foudroyanl shall go as complete to your 
liordship us I can possibly let her. If you would contrive to come here and gel the credit 
of the reduction of this very important place, it would much gratify all your friends, and 
none more than your ever faithful and obliged T. Trt)ubridge.’ 

On the 7lh c)f .lanuary. Lord Nelson sent this friend word that he would shortly conic 
to Malta. On the Kith he sailed from Palermo in the Foudroyanl, and having Joined Lord 
Keith on the 2()ih at L('.ghorn, wrote as follows lo Lord Spencer on the 23d. * The going 
away of the Russians has almost done me up^ but the King of Naples has ordered 2,600 
li-oops from Sicily lo assist Graham, and they arc lo be under our command. The feeding 
the inhabitants of Malta, and paying 2000 of the people who bear arms, has been a con- 
tinual source of uneasiness to my mind. His Sicilian Majesty has done niorc than it w'as 
possible to expect he had the ability of performing; for the resources of his kingdom are 
hardly yet come round, and his demands are excessive, from all quarters of his dominions. 
'I’he lf)yalty and attachment of their Sicilian Majesties to our King and Country are such, 
that I would venture lo lay down my head to be cut off, if t^cy would n6t rather lose their 
kingdom of Naples, than hold it on terms from Austria and the French, by a separation 
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from their Alliance with England. The King is a real good man, but inclined to be posi- 
tive in his opinion; the Queen is certainly a great Monarch and a true daughlcr of hfaria 
Teresa.' — Previous to leaving Leghorn, his XiOrdship addressed a few lines to Mr. Davison 
respecting an opinion which had l)ccn given in regard to prize money, that excluded the 
junior Flag Officers of the Fleet. * Notwithstanding Dr. J^awrcnce’s opinion, 1 do not be- 
lieve 1 have any right to exclude the junior Flag Officers; and, if 1 have, J desire 3iat no 
such claim may be made: No, not if it were sixty limes the sum; and, poor as 1 am, I 
were never to see prize mon( 7 .--Lord Keith'* is now here, and I liavc only to obey.’ On 
the 'Jbth of January his Lordship left Ijeghorn, and, touching at Palermo in his way, pro- 
ceeded on his voyage to Malta. 

Lord Nelson to Lord Keiths dated Fondroyant at sea, Feb. 10, 1800, njf Cape Corso, 
eight leagues xeest of Cape Fassaro, off shore four miles. 

* My liOrd: This morning at daylight l)eing in company with the ships named in the 
margin, I saw the Alexander in ehace of a line of battle ship, three; frigates, and a corvette; 
and about eight o’clock she hred several shot at one of the enemy’s frigates, which struck 
her colours, and leaving her to be secured by the ships asU'rn, she continued the chaec. I 
directed Captain Gould of the Audacious and El Corso brig to take (‘harge of this })ri/e. 
At half past one P. M. the frigates and corvette tacked to the westward, but the line of 
battle ship, not being able to tack without coming to action with the Alexander, boro u]). 
Tlie Success being to leeward. Captain I’eard with great judgment and gallantry lay across 
his hawse, and raked him with several broadsides. In passing the French ship’s broadside, 
several shot struck the Success, by which one man was killed and the master and seven 
men wounded. At half past four, the Foudroyant and Northuinl>erland coming up, the 
former fired two shot, when the French shi]> fired her broadside and struck her colours. 
She proved to be le Gcncreux of 74 guns, bearing the flag of Rear Admiral Perree, Com- 
mander in chief of the French naval force in the Mediterranean, having a number of troops 
on board from Toulon, bound for the relief of Malta. 1 attribute our success this day to 
be principally owing to the extreme good management of Lieutenant William Harrington, 
who commands the Alexander in tlic absence of Captain Ball; and I am much pleased 
with the gallant behaviour of Captain Peard of the Success, as also with the alacrity and 
good conduct of Captain Martin and Sir Edward Blurry. 1 have sent Lieutenant Andrew 
Thomson, first lieutenant of the Foudroyant, whom 1 beg leave to recommend to your 
Lordship for promotion, to lake charge of le Genereux; and 1 send her, under care of the 
Northuniberland and Alexander, to Syracuse, to wait your Lordship’s orders.' 

», Lord Keitb wai directed by.in Admiralty order of Nov. 15, 17^, to proceed to the Mediterranean, and uke 
the ConmMiid tbuc^ ii^teh badprevio&lly been virlualty with Earl St. Vinvcni. 

vbi. II. 3 a' 
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In writing aflcrwards to his brother, Mr. Maurice Nelson at the Navy Office, his Lord- 
ship said, * I have written to Lord Spencer, and sent him my Journal to prove that the 
Genereux was taken by me, and owing to my plan ; that my quilting Lord Keith was at 
my own risk, and for which, if I had not succeeded, 1 might have l)ccn broke. If 1 had 
not, the Genereux would never have been taken.' — ^'I'ogcther with the Genereux, Lord 
Nclsofi captured a storeship, the Villc de Marseilles, and dispersed the rendainder of Admiral 
Pcrrec's squadron. The French Admiral died the next day of his wounds, and the major 
of division, Poulain, immediately requested that the deceased might have funeral and mili- 
tary honours rendered to him, as a homage to the manes of a brave man. Commodore 
Troubiidgc in writing to Lord Nelson, previous to the death of tlie French Admiral, said, 
* I hope Mr. Perrte will be treated as he deserves: tills fellow was taken a few months since 
and not exchanged.'— Sir John Acton replied to the intelligence which liis Lordship sent of 
this event to Palermo, * I have their Majesties orders to present their thanks and congra- 
tulations: but what can I say in the name of H. R. H. Prince Leopold? I went immedi- 
ately to his apartments with your Lordship's letters and present of the French Admiral’s 
flag. 'Ilie young Prince was in raptures, he writes himself to your Lordship.' 

Whilst off Malta, Lord Nelson found his health so indifferent, that he requested 
jiermission of the Commander in Chief to return again to Palermo. Lord Keith replied, 
Feb. 24, 1800: * I am not well, for God's sake hold out until we hear of these twenty-two 
sail. Troubridge is not able to move with the rest of the squadron, and we must be col- 
lected.’ — On the same day $ir Thomas Troul»idge, in writing to his friend, said, * By what 
liord Keith mentioned yesterday to the General, you will I find be left here. Remember, 


my Lord, the prospects are rather good at present for reducing this place, and that William 
Tell, Diana and Justice are the only three ships left from the Nile fleet I beseech you, 
hear the entreaties of a sincere Friend, and do not. go to Sicily ibr the present. Cruising 
may be unpleasant: leave the Foudroyant out, and hoist your flftgin the Culloden to carry 
on the operations with the General: every thing shall be done to make it comfortable and 
pleasing to you. A month will accomplish all. The strong fever 1 labour under must plead 
my excuse for this jumble: please God I recover and get from my ,bed> I vill be again on 
board the Foudroyant. There is not a man on earth I love, honbu? nhdesteeiAi inOfU fhas< 


your Lordship.’ — Lord Nelson remained off Malta until tha 8(h of Maiehjj IjjbepfiDdilW 

himself daily growing worse, with an internal complaint to whk;|i 

he again requested a short leave of absence, and on In 

writing to Sir T. Troubridge on the SlOtb, * It is too spop,* an 

opinion whether I can ever be cured ot my complmpt At pr^^i I s^’1|^,jg^ipiimring.. 
hopes ; and probably my cajreer of service is at an end, upless tfla dbopld c<»|ib 

up the Mediterranean, when nothing shall prevent myr dying iit Ay poskr Pmy'do atdt, 
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ffet at any tbingy I tvish I never had: but my return to Syracuse in 179tt broke my heart, 
which on any extraordinary anxiety now shews itself, be that feeling pain or pleasure.’— 
liOrd Keith replied to Ijord Nelson on the 30lh of March from Lnighurn: ‘ I learn with 
sincere concern your Ijordship’s ill stale of health, and your iuieuiioti of returning tO' 
Palermo at so momentous a period; particularly, as I hear that Sir Thomas Troubritlge is 
still confined by illness, and under the late misfortune of the loss of the Queen Charlotte, 
I have no means of returning to carry on the service before Malta mys(‘lf. I must, how- 
ever, request that your Lordship will not delay a moment in ordering Sir Edward Jlerry off 
Malta; and, in the event of the Guillaume 'J'ell's escape from la Valette, either that ship 
or the Northumberland may be directed to follow her off Toulon, and thereafter to join me 
in the gulf of Genoa ... 1 must beg that my orders of the 8lh of January last, resjiecling 
the return of the French from Egypt, may be circulated and rigorously enforced.’ 

On the 28th of March, 1800, Lord Nelson wrote to Mr. Spiridion Forest! at Corfu : 
* All your letters arc highly interesting, and continue to prove your unabated xeal in the 
cause of your King and Country. Be assured tliere is not any man in Europe that esti- 
mates your services higher than myself. Most probably iny health will force me to retire 
in April,, for 1 am worn out with fatigue of body and mind. Yesterday we had the melan- 
choly account of the loss of the Queen Charlotte by hre, on the 17lh off Leghorn. Lord 
Keith was on shore, but many lives were lost. Buonaparte has again offered terms of 
peace, which have been rejected. The ships at Malta ard* preparing to get out of the har- 
bour, and whenever that event happens the garrison will of course surrender. 1 wish the 
Prince Wolkousky was there with his 3000 troops. The Grand Master wrote to me him- 
self, that he had named him as Commander of the troops ordered for Malta, and his letter 
was dated January Ath, new style. P. S. A friend of mine has heard, and read in a French 
book, that your Islands have an infallible remedy for the gout; 1 therefore beg that you 
will either send the receipt or ingredients.' 

Xord NeUon to hia Excell^uy the Cgptain Pasha, dated Palermo, March 31, 1800. 

. * Sir: By your Excellency's courier 1 have been honoured with two letters, bodi of 
whidt I have transmitted t6 Lord |(eilh, who at present commands die British fleet in the 

^ ®(tn assure Excellency that there is not the smallest cause for 
i^hunn, even shd^the srhole Coinbined Fleet of the Enemy venture into the Mediterra- 
nean ; but, in my opinion,, ^y will not again come inside the Straits. Respecting the 


seeond part your le^er, the siding ships to Egypt to escort the French army to France, 
I b^ye felt in Chief to answer it But I cannot help regretting, and with 

'''V < At .the buSaspurls having deluded end gained an ascendancy in Irancc, 

. ' England, tri^ oneof those delusive Overtures for Peace, 
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\lio (Icopcsl sorrow, that any such Treaty should have been enleftnl into with the French 
inva«lri-s and despoilers of the lairest provinces of ihe Oitoman empire, more csiiecially 
as, 1 own, 1 see not how it is possible to fulfil the Treaty; for -one Ally cannot have the 
power of getting rid of an Enemy’s vanquished army, by sending them with arms in their 
hands to fight against a Friend. Could I have been fortunate enough to have been either 
at the camp of the Grand Vizier, or with your Excellency, it would have been easy to 
pn)vc, that no Ally could consetit to receive 16,000 troops to fight against another Ally. 

I regret in the. extreme that the Foreign Ministers at the Sublime Porte did not make proper 
representjitions of the inqwssibility of jierraitting the return ol such an army, but as prisotievs 
of war ; for in no other w'ay could they be allowed to ])ass, as must bo obvious to every 
capacity. But, situated as I am at this moment in the Mediterranean fleet, my station is 
only to obey the ordci's of my Commander in Chief.* 

*J’he 'I’reaty of El Aarisch, which Lord Nelson disapproved of in this letter, had been 
signed on the 24th oi January, 1800, by General Uesaix and the Administrator General 
of Finance, Poussiehjue, on the part of the French, by Mustapha Reschid and Mustapha 
Rassiche in the name of the Grand Vizier, and by Captain Sir Sidney Smith and the Rus- 
sian Minister, who were resident in the I’urkish camp. The opinion which Lord Nelson 
gave respecting this Treaty had l)c<.*n supported by the disapprobation of government, us 
signified to Lord Keith, Dec. 15, 1799. Finding, however, afterwards (March 28, 1800) 
that the French General had considered Sir Sidney Smith as a person whom he bonafde 
conceived to possess such authority as rendered the Treaty valid, ‘ His Majesty, from a 
scrupulous regard to the public faith, judged it proper that his Oflicers should abstain from 
any act inconsistent with that engagement." 

The escape of the Guillaume Tell from Malta had been careftdly provided against by 
Governor Ball and Sir Thomas Troubridge; both of whom infonned Lord Nelson that 
such an event might be daily expecletl. Sir Thomas had kept the ships hovering close off 
the harbour’s mouth, placing a lieutenant and three good men every night after dark in a 
house called the Belviderc, close to the Cottenera, with a night glass to watch her motions. 
The day the Foudroyant arrived, the Guillaume I’cll started about twelve that night: they 
immediately made the signal from the shore, and in half an hour our ships were firing at 
her. The Lion, Penelope, Foudroyant, and Vincejo were after her. They saw the firing on 
shore, as it was a fine night, until four minutes past four, increasing its distance, steering 
to the N. E. — As Captain Manley Dixon, in his official letter to Sir Thomas Troubridge, 
declared, the Guillaume Tell was of the largest dimensioiM, and carried thirty-six pounders 
on the lower gun deck, twenty-four pounders On the m^n deck, twelve pounders On the 

t S ' 

' Paper* laid before the Ilnuse of Commons by Lord Ilawketbniy respecting Egypt. See also the speeches of 
Mr. Dundas and Mr. Pitt, in answer to Mr.T. Jones respecting this Treaty, March 37, tflOl. 
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quarter duck, and thirty two pound carronades on the poop: Her force altogether consisted 
of 86 guns and 1220 men, bearing the flag of Centre Amiral Decriis. If the Foudroyant had 
not arrived so opportunely, the Lion and Penelope would have been no mutch for her; 
and yet the latter ship was so well fought by Captain Hla(‘kwo<Kl, as to render most essen- 
tial service. * I have to inform you,* said Captain Dixon, in writing to ConnnodureTrou- 
bridge, March 31, 1800, * that the signal rockets and caniionadiug from our batteries at 
Malta the midnight preceding, with the favourable strong southerly gale, together with the 
darkness which succeeded Uie selling of the moon, convinced me the enemy’s ships of war 
were attempting to eifect an escape; and which was immediately ascertained by tliut 
judicious and truly valuable officer. Captain Blackwood of the Penelope, wlio had been 
stationed a few hours before lietwecn the Lion and la Valctte for the purpose of oliserving 
closely the motions of the enemy. Nearly at midnight an enemy's ship was descried by 
him ... 1 lost not one moment in making the signal for the 8(|uadron to cut or slip, and 
directed Captain Miller of the Minorca to run down to the Foudroyant and ‘Alexander 
with the intelligence, and to repeat the signal ... As the day broke 1 found myself in gun 
shot of the chace, and the Penelope within musket shot raking her, the effects of whose 
well directed fire, during the night, had shot away her main and mizen tojimusls and main 
yard. The enemy aj^ared in great confusion, being reduced to their head sails going with 
the wind on the quarter. The Lion was run close alongside, the yard arms of both ships 
being just clear, Avheu a destructive broadside of three round shot in each gun was poured 
in, luffing up across the bow, when the enemy’s jib bt)om passed between the main ami 
mizen shrouds. After a short interval, 1 had the pleasure U> see the boom carried siway and 
the ships disentangled, maintaining a position across the how, firing to great advantage. 
I was not the least solicitous either to board or to be boarded, as the enemy appeared of 
immense bulk and full of men, keeping up a prodigious heavy fire of musketry, which with 
die bow chaces she for a long time could only use. 1 found it absolutely necessary, if pos- 
sible, to keep from the broadside of this ship. After being engaged about fifty minutes, 
the Foudroyant was seen under a press of canvas, and soon passed hailing the enemy to 
strike, wliich being declined, a veiy heavy fire from both ships, broadside to broadside, was 
most gallantly maintained ; the Lion and Penelope frequently in situations to do gi-eai 
execution. In short. Sir, after the hottest action that probably was ever maintained by an 
epemy's ship opposed to those of his Majesty, and being totally dismasted, the French 
Admiral’s flag and colours were struck. 

* I haye not language to express the high sente of obligation I feel myself under to 
Captain IKack^vood, for his prompt and able conducf in leading the line of battle ships to 
the enemyVlbr die gallanMy and spirit so highly conspicuous in him, and lor his admirable 




• l^teoant Harrington 'acting. 

s s 
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management of the frigate; To your discriminating judgment, it is unnecessary to remark 
of what null value and importance sucli an Officer must ever be considered to his Majesty's 
sen ice. 'J’he termination of the buttle must be attributed to the spirited fire of the Fou- 
droyaut, whose Captain, Sir Etlward Berry, has justly added another laurel to the many he 
has gained during the war. Captain Blackwood speaks in very high terms of the active 
and gallant conduct of Captain Long, of the Vincejo, during the night; and 1 beg to men- 
tion the services of Captains Broughton and Miller. 'J’hc crippled condition of the Lion 
and Foudroyant made it necessary for me, to direct Captain Blackwood to take possession 
of the enemy, to take him in tow and proceed to Symcusc. I received the greatest |K)s- 
siblc assistance from Lieutenant Joseph Patcy, senior officer of the Lion, and from Mr. 
Spence, the master, who together with the officers and ship’s company shewed the most 
determined gallantry. Captains Sir Edward Berry, and Blackwood, have reported to me 
the same gallant and animated behaviour in the officers and crews of their res|)ectivc ships. 

I am sorry to say the three ships have sufiered much in killed and wounded, and that of 
the enemy prodigiously, it being upwards of 200.' 

The Hon. Captain Blackwood in his letter to Lord Nelson, described more minutely that 
part of this gallant action which had fallen to his share. — ‘ The defence made by Admiral 
Deerbs was such as reflects the highest honour on himself and all aUHut him ; and 1 have 
to congratulate your Lordship very sincerely on the gallant conduct of Sir Edward Berry 
in the Foudroyant, w hose arrival at Malta took place a few hours previous to the Chace. 
In consequence of some information received by deserters from la Valettc on Saturday, 
the wind coming to the southward, Captain Dixon anchored all the ships, excepting the 
Penelope, Bonne Citoyenne, and brigs, in an excellent situation for intercepting any thing 
that might come out. llie station I took, was fortunately such as gave me the opportunity 
of very soon descrying the enemy ; who, having weathered our ships, was standing under 
all sail to the eastward. 1 tacked, and at twelve o’clock at night was close dp witli. him. 
Finding iny sailing vastly superior, I ivas enabled to place myself so that 1 became only 
casually exposed to his stern chaces, whilst he suffered much from our broadsides, which 
we continued with additional success as they led up the Lion and Foud^yant. At day> 
light, I had the satisfaction to find tliat our shot had told well ; for this hu^ and fine ship ^ 
had lost her mizen mast, main topmast, &.c. and main yard. At five the taon atbngside ■ 
within half pistol shot, in the most gallant manner, and iDainfi^ed an action for nearly 
an hour, during which the French Admiral attempted to board s.„but;'Qol succeeding, con* 
tinned to fire with such energy, that Dixon, not having a. stilil ^ manage his ship, fell.-, 
to leeward. Next came up the Foudroyant, who soon knobked^away his main mast aiul 
fore topmast; but Berry himself was soon so roughly handled^ ^a't. in an hour he also 
indeed even worse off than the Lion. * From this time until nine o*clock>..when the 
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struck, not having any thing but licr bowsprit standing, llic nclion was distant and partial; 
the Penelope as before, from not having lost any thing, l>cing enabled lo place herself with 
much advantage, either under his bows or on his quarter. 'Flu; carnage on board the 
G. 'Fell, where there were l'i20 men, was dreadful: but the exact number I have not yet 
been able to ascertain. 1 am sorry to add that the Foudroyant and Lion have also sudered 
much in all ways; the Lion seven killed and thirty eight wounded; the Foudroyant eight 
killed and sixty one wounded, Penelope only four men, her master and one man killed 
and two woundetl. Enclosed 1 send your Lordship a note from Sir E. Berry, which will 
explain his situation. The Lion has also suffered much in her musts, the bowsprit purti> 
cularly. Captain Miller has this moment informed me, tliat another ship was seen, which 
we suppose was either the Diana* or Justice, and I believe that may l)e the ease from 
the apparent alarm the Admiral was in at my telling him, that the Bonne Citoyeime and 
Ahixander went in chace after her. All friends will rejoice in the capture of this fine ship; 
and the more so, as she is the last of the line of battle ships in the Nile ffect. The Admiral 
seems much hurt that your Lordship was not in the Foudroyant; he does not relish having 
been obliged lo strike lo any thing under an Admiral: he certainly is a gallant officer, but 
a hot republican.' 

Lord Nelson to Adtniral Lord Keit/iy dated Palermo, April 8, 1800. 

* My Lord: I have the happiness to s«.'nd you a copy of Captain Dixon’s letter to 
Commodore Sir l*homa8 Troubridge, informing him of the capture of the William Tell. 
Tlie circumstances attending this glorious finish to the whole French Mediterranean fleet, 
are such as must ever reflect the highest honour lo all concerned in it. The allcntiou of 
Commodore Troubridge, in placing officers and men to attend the movements of the French 
ships, and the exactness with which his orders were executed, are a proof that the same 
vigour of mind remains, although the body, 1 am truly sorry to say, is almost worn away. 
Then comp the alacrity of the Vincejo, Captain Lory, and oUicr sloops of war; ihe gal- 
lantry and.exc^ent management of Captain Blackwood of the Penelope lrig>Uc, who, by 
carrying iway Ae enhmy^s main and mixen topmasts, enabled tlic Lion to gel u|); when 
Captain Dixon shewed the greatest courage and officer like conduct, in placing his ship 
on the enemy’s bow, as she had only 300 men on board and the enemy 1220. The con- 


words chon^d to 


uct df t W exc^ent officers enabled Sir Edward Berry to place the toudroyant where 
ifi oug^ and is the fittMt ship in the world to be, close alongside llie William 'J ell, one 
f the'Uugest and finest two decked ships in the world; where he shewetl that maiehless 

■ •* Osstshl Schomberg in hb H*ViaChtoaologarXVol.m. p. 440) says, that both these French 
.noait M. 1800, weapsd fton the htebomof la Valclte. They were immediately pursued by the North.,., .her- 
Xo. MarUn, Success, S, P«Mr4. Wld G«nerenx,,, M. Dixon, when the Dmna was taken Capta.n . tl.omberg 
Ada^ the capture of the OuillaomeTclI. Her name was after- 



inircpidiiy and ubl<‘ oonducl as a seaman and officer, which I have often had the happiness 
to ('\j)cricnce in many trying situations. 1 thank God I was hot present, for it would 
iinish me could I have taken a sprig t)f these brave men’s laurels: they are, and I glory in 
them, my children ; they served in my school, and all of us caught our professional zeal 
and firt^ Iroin the groat and good Earl St. \’inccnl. 1 am confident your Lordship will 
bestow the promotion in the properest manner, therefore I have done nothing in that 
resj)ect; tind on this occasion I only beg leave to mention, that Governor Ball would be 
much flattered by the command of the William Tell.' 

AVilh that attention to the feelings of every officer in his Squadron, for which he 
Avas so remarkable. Lord Nelson sent the following short note to Lieutenant Inglis on 
board the Guillaume Tell at Synicusc. ‘ My dear Sir: flow fortunate 1 did not permit 
you to quit the Eenelopc, to lie a junior lieutenant in the Foudroyant.* You will now get 
your promotion in the pleasantest of all ways, by the gallant exertions of yourself and those 
brave friends who surrounded you on thilt glorious night. What a triumph for you, what 
a pleasure to me, Avhat happiness to have the Nile fleet all taken under iny orders and 
r(‘guiutioiis! Blackwood's coming to me at Malta, and my keeping him there, were some- 
thing morc than chance. Ever, my dear Sir, believe me your truly sincere friend, Beonte 
Nj:lson of the Nii.f,.' 

Amongst sonic French letters found on board the Guillaume Tell by CommcKlorc Trou- 
bridge, the following extract is Avorlhy of notice. * Alas, dear citizen, who would have 
saul, that after two years sufferings we should have finished by giving up this superb place 
to the enemies of humanity ! Fate, unjust Fate, Avould have it so. Wc must make up our 
minds. The Guillaume Tell sails; it is Avilhoul doubt all wc shall be able to save of the 
s(]uudron. Heaven grant that she may enter our ports.’ — Vilicneuve, chief of division com- 
manding the frigate la Justice, in Avriting home said, * That he should follow tlic Guillaume 
'J’cll in a few days.’ 

Lord Nelson, soon after writing the above note to Lieutenant Inglis, April 16, 1800, 
sailed for Malta," and avus accompanied thither by SirW. and Lady Hamilton. lie Avas 
received Avith every honour due to his character, and presented Avith the flag of the Guil- 
laume 'rell. flis Lordship Avas at this time intent on returning to England, which idea his 
real friends, and in particular Earl S|)eiiccr, wislicd to overcome; as the reduction of 
Malta dill not appear far distant, and as the enemy were constantly expected to appear 
again suddenly in the Mediterranean. * However,' added Earl Spencer, * I am quite clear, 
and I believe I am joined in opinion by all your friends here, that you will be more lik^ 

IJy a letter from Sir Cbarlea Whitworth at Petentburgh, lx)rd Nelson had been infiormedy that at his recoui* 
iiientlation the Emi>eror had named Lady Hamilton^ Dame Petite Croix de TOrdre di St. Jean de Jenmlem, attd 
i Commaadeur Ilonoraire. 



to recover your health and slrcnglh in England, than in an inaclive silualion at a Ibicign 
Court, however pleasing the respect and gratilnde shewn to you for your services may be : 
and no testimonies of respect and graliludo, from that Court to you, can lx*, 1 am convinced, 
loo great for the very essential services you have rendered it. I trust you will receive in 
good part what I have taken the liberty to write to you as a Irieiul.’— ^Vlien Jiord Keith 
was informed of the Admiral's desire to return, every possible arrangement was liberally 
made to accommodate him that eireumslancis would admit ol‘. ‘ I am very sorrv, in v dear 
Nelson,' said Lord Keith, April 19 , IRtK), ‘ for the contents of your Iclti'r, and I hope you 
will not be obliged to go : Strictly speaking 1 ought to write to the Admiralty^belbre, 1 let a 
Flag Officer go off the sUitiou; particularly as 1 am directed to send you, if you like it, to 
^ut when a man’s health is concerned, there is an (md of all, and I uill mmkI you 
the first frigate 1 can lay hold of: when I talked of a slorcsliip 1 meant lliiulooslan of j() 
guns. If you think the Cullodcn is capable of taking 3 'oti ail safe to England, give an order 
to Sir 'riioinas Troubridge for that purjKwe; although I should lament the loss of the Com- 
modore, yet he is likely to be soon wanted at hofne.' 

Afler remaining some time at Maltti, JiOrd Nelson with SirWilliam and Lady Hamilton 
prepared to return again to Palermo. On which Sir 'I'homas'rroii bridge delivered the fol- 
lowing remonstrance, in his own name and that of his brother Officers: ‘ Vonr friends, my 
Lord, absolutely, as far as they dare, insist on your staying to sign the Capitulation. Jle 
on your guard.’ — On this generous coudtict from an Officer he so much respected, the 
Admiral delayed his inlcnlions, but afterwavtls returned to l*alermo, and immediately 
prepared to go to England ; and to accompany the Queen of Naples on her intended visit 
to Vienna. During his Lordship's absence, three Spanish ships, two of them laden u ilh 
quicksilver, which for nearly seventeen months had taken refuge in the port of Palermo, 
contrived to make their escape, notwithstanding the precautions that had liecn taken both 
by his Lordship and the Commander in Chief. ^ 

Sir John Acton, June 8 , having instructions from II. S. Majesty, enclosed three Icllci's 
to Lord Nelson for Sir Thomas Troubridge, Captains Hood and Ifallowcll, informing them 
of their bciifg appointed Commanders to the Order of St. Ferdiuand or Merit. Sir John 
also added, that he had transmitted the same intelligence to Captain Hall, with a remu- 
neration of one- ihektsand ounces for his cxpences at Malta. 

It’wes not iintil the 8thof Juhe, 1800, that every thing was finally arranged for J^nil 
Nelson's taking leave]of Sicily. The state of afiairs in Italy, where Buonaparte had lately 
aitiyed, and the express orders which had been received not to send any line of battle ships 
^leine, without ' the pemMssion of the Admiralty,' rendered it extremely difficult Ibr the. 
.Commander in Chief to accomm<^ate hotd Nelson* and his numerous parly as he could 
' B5r<^;|hey left this Mediterranwn, intelligence was sent to laird Keith Irom 
II.> 8 T . 




Aniibes, that the Brest fleet was at sea, with 25,000 men on board; and that 'Buonaparte, 
who M'as attended by Pigoatelli, had said publicly, TJtere ia ow Vwer ttill in Italy to be 
reduced before I can j^ve it peace! Lord Nelson sailed from Fal^o,’' for Le^^om, with 
the Foudroyant and Alexander; on board of which were Uw .Queen of Naples, the three 
Princesses and Prince Leopold, Sir William and Lady Hamilton, Prince Castelcicala, and 
their attendants. On the 14th of June, 1800, they arrived at Leghorn, but were not able 
to land until the l6th. His Lordship having received permission frwn the Admiralty to 
return either by sea or land, determined on the latter. On the 27th Of June, Lord Keith, 
then at Leghorn, informed Lord Ndson djat Sir E. Berry was directed to proceed with the 
Foudroyant to Minorca, for the purpose of being refitted; hut that previous to her sailing, 
wliatever remaining ship was most agreeable to tlie Admiral should be appointed to receive 
his flag. , 

Amidst the various letters which he was obliged to despatch, before he lelft a station 
where he had gained so much honour and experienced so much anxiety^ the following 
was one of the most remarkable. It wa4 addressed to the new Po})e, Pius Vll, dated from 
Leghorn, June 24, 1800. * Holy Father: As an individual, who from his public situation 
has had an opportunity of using his utmost exertions to assist in bringing about the happy 
event of your Holiness's return to Home, 1 presume to offer my most sincere congratula- 
tions on this occasion; and with my most fervent wishes and prayers that your residence 
may be blessed wiUi health and every comfort this world can aflord. Your Holiness will, 

I am sure, forgive my mentioning a circumstance which, although at the time it was spoken 
of appeared impossible, in fact did happen. Father M'Cormick, a friar, coming to the 
house of Sir William Hamilton in September, 1798, to congratulate me on the Battle of 
the Nile, said, as can be testified, fF/tat you have done is great, but you wiS(do a jgreatef thmg, 
you will take Rome vnth your Sfups. And although I do not believe tlhit the Father had the 
gift of foretelling future events, yet his guess was so extraordinary, apd.has turned out so ' 
exactly, that I could not in my conscience avoid telling your Holinein of it. I will -now 
only trespass on your time, by assuring your Holiness with what respect I am your 
obedient servant, Bronte Nelsost OP THE Nile.’ , . • 

Before the Foudroyant sailed from Leghorn for Mahon, Loi^. Nekton reci^ved on tire 
26lh of June, the following proof of that attachment from his boat's crew which he wver 
failed to create in the minds of all who served with hin^/ * My . It ia iwith extreme >' 
cont^Tn tliat we find you arc about to leave us. We haPe with you, although not,' 
in Ae same ship, in every Engagement your Lordship Ivpw Ireen land; 

• Uuonspar^ returned to Psiw, July 9, WOO. . >' • 

> Previous to Lord Nelson's leaving Sicily^ the King invested biiu wiUf the Order of Si. of which 

lie was the first Knight after the Royal Family. This Order has the especial (Srivile^e pf in dus King’s ' 

presence. ' -ii - « 
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and most Iraftibly beg of your Lordship to permit us to go to England, as your Boat's 
Crew, in any ship or vessel, or in any way that may seem most pleasing to your Lordship. 
My Lord, pardon the rude style of Seamen, -who are but little acquainted with writing, 
and believe us to be, my Lord, your ever humble and obedient servants, Barges Crew of 


During his journey to England, the Admiral was every where received with those honours 
which he had so justly merited. He remained about a month at Lt^ghorn; w hence, aftc<r 
nearly escaping from falling into the hands of the French, he proceeded to Floi'cnce. Pass- 
ing through Ancona and Vienna, where he left the Queen and had been introduced by her 
Majesty to the Emperor and Empress, his Lordship visited, by express desire, the gallant 
Archduke Charles at Prague. From Prague he went to Dresden, Magdeburgh and Ham- 
burgh, at which latter place he first became acquainted w'ith General Duinoiirier, and 
landed at Yarmouth, Nov. 6, 1800. His Lordship arrived in Ijondon, with Sir William 
and Lady Hamilton, on tlic 9th of November; and, with them, went immediately to his 
venerable Father and Lady Nelson. Their joy was, however, mingled with sorrow; and on 
first meeting after so long an absence, the presence of SirW. and Lady Hamilton added to 
a disquietude, which if they had innocently been the cause of, they should have (‘arefully 
endeavoured not to aggravate. The exultation that prevailed throughout the metropolis, on 
the arrival of the British Hero, fmrmed an extraordinary contrast with the depression of his 
own mind; and afforded a memorable example of the inefficacy of all earthly rewards. At 
the civic feast of the city of London on Monday the 10th of November, 1800, his Lordship 
was nobly received by SirW. Staines, "the new Lord Mayor. After a magnificent enlerlain- 
ment, the valuable Sword which the metropolis had voted after the Victory of Aboukir, 


was. presented by the Chamberlain, Mr. Clarke, with an appropriate address. To which 
. the noUe Admiral th^ replied: ‘ Sir: It is with the greatest pride and satisfaction that 1 
deceive fi^m the’^wburable Court this testimony of their approbation of my conduct; 
• and, with this Veiy SVord, I hope soon to aid in reducing our implacable and inveterate 
Enoaily due limits; without which, this Country can neither hope for nor 

.. exp^ it Splli^ ^^imajpablie apid permanent Peace. "—The gratitude of his native Country 
was a}ifo sh0^ ip that could most publicly display the general sense of his 

spleadsA acMiWemimts/^,W^ appdbed, he was followed with mingled aslonish- 

' mettt and eypn'v^ie^ea by the thronging multitude, as a being of a superior nature. I'o 
. ^ dm w<!^s qf dm. of Lorenzo de Medici, * On aU sides he touched the extremes 

. ' his flUnd were onfy bounded by that impenetrable cirele. 


'RoMim 
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DOOK THE THIRD. 

SECTION III. 

From jidmtml Nebon*s leaving England as second in command under Admiral Sir Hyde Parker^ to the Peace of Amiem, 

.WHILST SERVING ON IIOAIIP HIS MAJKSTv’s SHIPS SAN JOSEF, ST. GEORGE, ELEPHANT, 
j/uNlTh/, LEYDEN, MEDUSA, AND AMAZON. 

From 1801 to 1803. 

Anm> XiiK gloom whicli had long impended over the private happiness and even public 

^EtSkta -IS. 

si^rvices of Lord Nelson, was not dispersed by liis return to his native Country. 
Ills tiiind was aflV'Ctcd by an extraordinary power, wldch ahnost merited the term EnchanU 
mcnl and hud resisted the entreaties and remonstrances of Ins numerous friends; many of 
whom lost his confidence, by a vain endeavour to restore the natural bias of his affectionate 
but too susceptible heart. In taking his final leave of I^ady Nelson on the ISth of January, 
1801, he acted, ho^vgyer wrong, with that greatness and libemlity of mind which nothing 
could suijdue: * I call God to witness,' exclaimed he, * there is nothing in you or your 
conduct I Avish otherwist*.’ On the same evening he addressed the following note to her 
from Southampton, to which place he had been accompanied by his brother, the Rev. 
Dr. William Nelson. ‘ My dear Fanny : We are arrived and heartily tired, and with kindest 
regards to my Father and all the Family, believe me your affectionate Nelson.' — ^This 
formed a most striking epocha in his cvt'ntful life, and sis such deserves to l)C noticed. It 
gradually operati^d a fatsil change, not only in the natural cheerfulness of his disposition, 
but in the general delica<‘y and exquisite tenderness of his character. To use the expres- 
sion of Cicero, as applied by his biographer, Middleton, though in a somewhat different 
sense;, * It ivas the commencement of a new life to him, which was to be. governed by new 
maxims and a new kind of policy, yet so as not to forfeit his old character: Alterius vita 
quoddam initium ordimur.’ * The remaining portion of his biogniphy is, therefore, exclu- 
siv(‘ly devoted to his more splendid public character; to those astonishing and most im- 
portant services, which he rendered to his Country Avhen she most required them: each of 

Avhich claimed a distinct praise, us surpassing what had precedad it by some new proof of 

* * • 

professional Enterprise" and Ability. 

On the first day of the year 1801, his Lordship was advanced Vice Admiral of the 
Blue: previous to which Captain Hardy hail been appointed his Captain bn board the 

C 

• * Ad. Att..4. 1. 

'■ Mr. Pitt, when hearing of the Battle of Trafalgar on what may be called his death-bed, is Rported to have 
-inid. It surpassed the Battle of Copenhagen as much as that surpassed the Battle of the Mile. 
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Namur at Plymouth, until the San Josef, 112 guns, one of Ihe Si^nish prizes taken hy 
the Admiral February 14th, 1797 , could be got ready tor his flag, M-liich was hoisted on 
board her at Plymouth,' January 17, 1801. On the 20ih he sent the following letter to 
Sir E. Berry from Cawsand Bay: ‘ 1 beg if you think the two hundretl pounds are cnougli 
for poor dear Miller’s Monument, that you will direct Flaxnian to jnoceed instantly about it; 
and as far as that sum, should no one suhscriln; more, 1 will he answerable. If those OlKeei-s 
who were in the 14lh of February are to be allowed the honour of subscribing, 1 then think 
we ought to expend five hundred pounds. A less sum would not be proper for such a body. 
Pniy let me know the intended Inscription, for we must take care not to say too much or 
too little; the language should be plain, as flowing from the heart of one of us saihn-s, who 
had fought with him. As far as we can judge of the San Josef, she will answer all our 
expectations; she is ready this moment to go alongside the finest ship out of France, and 
on such a happy occasion, I can assure you lhat there is not any man in I he service I 
would sooner select as my second than yourself.’— On the 28th he received his orders to 
proceed to Torbay and put himself under the command of Earl St. Vincent. Lord Nelson 
sailed on the 1st of February, having previously received the Freedom of the ancient Bo- 
rough of Plymouth, and joined his old Commander in Chief a few days before he resigned 
the command of the Channel Fleet to Admiral Cornwallis, in order to succeed Earl 
Spencer at the Admiralty^ The moment Earl St. Vincent came from the King, as Lord 
. Nelson informed Mr. Davison, he despatched a very flattering Idler to the Admiral, ask- 
ing for his support; * So I will support him,’ added Nelson, ‘ as a great Sea Ofticer.’- The 
new Board, of which Sir Thomas Troubridge was a memlicr, ivas ofllcially aiinounced 
on the 21$t of February. On the 17 th of March, amidst the change lhat look place, Mr. 
Addington, who both as a Minister and a Man was particularly respected by Lord Nelson, 
succeeded Mr. Pitt as First Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchcc^uer, and 
Lord IJawkesbury succeeded Lord Grenville as Secretary of State for Foraign Afl’aii's. 
Previous to which the Admiral had shifled his flag to the St. George, prejiaralory to his 
going to the Baltic as second in command under Sir Hj'de Parker. 

The following are extracts from some letters of Lord Nelson, to Earl St. Vincent, at the 
beginning of this year, 1801. * February 12. My flag is on board the St. George, but my 
person owing to the heavy sea cannot be conveyed from the St. Josef. You may rely, 
my dear Lord, that all your directions and wishes, if I can guess them, shall be complied 
with. Now you are on the spot I trust you will have full scope for giving your opinions, 
as to the most proper mode of hum,bling our enemies. You will never 1 think recommend 

* ' * II 

• 

' * Dorieg the AdSljini’* comtinnsoce at Plymonth he was seized «rith a violent ophthalmia in liis only remain- 
ing eye,’ willt a o^ott of sight, lie was attended by Dr. Trotter, and in a few days wiw 

raabled to rtshiiw IdPiitb^icas.. 
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an ignominious Peace; No, lei us be conquered, and not submil lamely to>tlic fellers of 
tlu; Frcm li Ibqjublic or a wild Monarch of llic Norlh. Feb. 1(>. 1 feel all your kind expres- 
sions, and in relurii 1 have only lo assure you, lhal 1 never will ask you for what iny judg- 
ment may tell mo is an improper thing. My sole object, and to which all my exertions 
and abilities tend, is to bring this long W'^ar to an honourable termination ; to accomplish 
which, we must all pull in the collar, and as we have got such a driver who will make the 
lu:i!y ones pull as much as the willing, 1 doubt not but we shall get saf(;ly, speedily, and 
honourably lo our journey’s end. With every kind wish, both as a friend and as an English- 
man for your ministerial prosperity, believe mo, as ever my dear Lord, your obliged and 
aifectiomite Nr.i.sox a no Bronx i:.' 

About the 20lh of February he sailed from Torbay in the St. George for Porlsraonlh, 
and thus continued his Correspondence with Earl St. Vincent. * March 1, 1801. The wind 
was yesterday at S. S.W. which has prevented Warrior, Defence and Agincourt from sail- 
ing. 'rime, my dear Lord, is our best Ally, and I hope we shall not give her up, as all our 
Allies have given us up. Our friend here is a little nervous about dark nights and fields 
of ice, but we must brace up; these are not times for nervous systems. I want Peace, 
which is only to be had through I trust our still invincible Navj'. 1 have not seen Captain 
'J'ln'singcr here, 1 shall receive him with much pleasure; if he is still in town, pray send 
word lo him lo meet me in the Downs or Yarmouth. I have written lo Troubridge relative 
to Miller's Monument. March 2, getting under sail. J am always happy when my con- 
duct meets with your approbation, and whilst 1 remain in the service my utmost exertions 
shall be called forth : for although, I own, I have met with much more honours and rewards 
than ever my most sanguine ideas led me to expect, yet I am so circumstanced that pro- 
bably this Expedition will he the last service ever performed by your obliged and affcc- 
tionaU; friend.’ — Earl St. Vincent replied: * Be assured, my dear Lord, that every public 
act of your life has been the subject of my sidmiration, which I should have sooner declared, 
but lliat I was appalled by the last sentence of your letter; for God’s sake, do not .suffer 
yourself to be carried away by any sudden impulse. With many tlianks for the spur you 
have given to the movement of the ships at Spithcad, believe me to be yours most aifec- 
tionalely.’ 

Whilst at Yarmouth, his Lordship wrote to Sir E. Berry, dated St. George, March 9th, 
1801. ‘ As to the plan for pointing a gun truer than we do at present, if the person comes 
here I shall of course look at it, and be happy if necessary to use it; but I hope we shall 
be able, as usual, to get so close to our enemies, that our shot cannot inm thehr object; 
and that wc shall again give our northern enemies that hail storm of bullets, ^^hicb is so 
emphatically described in the Naval Chronicle, and which gives our dear Country tbit 
dominion of the Seas: We have it, and all the devils in the north cannot take it from U9, if 



our Wooden Walls have fair play.’ — On the l6(li of March his Lordship sent the following 
letter to Mr. Davison, dated in latitude 57 N. — ‘ Our weather is very cold, wc have ree<>ivcd 
much snow and sharp frost. 1 have not yet seen my Conniiaiider in Chief, aud have had no 
ofHcial conmmnication whatever. Ail 1 have gathcrc'd of our fii-st plans, I disapprove most 
exceedingly; Honour may arise from them. Good cannot. I hear wc an; likely to anchor 
outside Cronenhurgh Castle, insl(;ad of Cupenhugen which would give weight to our Nego- 
cialion: A Danish Minister would think twice iM'fore he w'ould j*iil his name to War with 
England, when the next moment he w'ould probably see his Master’s Fleet in (lames, and 
his Capital in ruins; but out of sight out of mind, is an olil saying. 'I’he Dane should see 
our flag waving every moment ho lifted uji his head.’ — A few days after tin; tlate of this 
letter, Lord Nelson had a long conversation wdth Sir I lyde Parker, n'spccting the import- 
ance of the service on which they were employed; and on the next day, March l?4lh, his 
Lordship sent him the following admirable letter. ‘ My dear Sir Hyde: 'I’he conversation 
wc had yesterday has naturally, from its importaiif o, been the subject of my thoughts; 
and the more 1 have: reflected, the more I am confirnuHl in opinion, t1)at nut a moment 
should be lost in attacking the enemy: They will every day and hour be stronger, wc never 
shall be so good a match for them as at this moment. The f>nly consideration in my mind 
is how to get at them with the least risk to our ships. Ily Mr. Vansittart’s account, the 
Danes have taken every means in their power, to prevent our getting to attack Copenhagen 
by the passage of the Sound. Cronenburgh ha.s l>een strengthened, the Crown fslands for- 
tihcil, on the outermost of which art; twenty guns pointing mostly downwards, and only 
eight hundred yards from very formidable Batteries placed under the citadel, supported 
by five sail of the line, seven floating batteries of lifty guns each, besid(;s small craft, gun 
boats, &c. &c: And that the Revel squadron of iwtdve or fourteen sail «)f the line are soon 
expected, as also five sail of Swedes. It would a[)pear by what you have told me. of your 
instructions, that Government took for granted you would find no difticulty in gelling olf 
Copenhagen, and in the event of a failure of negocialion you might instantly altiick; and 
that there would be scarcely a doubt but the Danish i’lect would be dcslroyetl, and llu; 
Capital mado so hot that Denmark would listen to reason and its true iulcrcsl. By Mr. 
Vansittart’s account, their state of preparation exceeds what he conceives our Govommcni 
thought possible, and that the Danish Government is hostile to us in the greatest possible 
degree. Therefore hero you are, with almost the safety, certainly with the Honour at 
England more intrusted to you, than ever yet fell to the lot of any British Officer: On 
your decision- tle^nds, whether our Country shall be degraded in the eyes of Europe, or 
whether f'slie ihali rear her bead higher than evor: again do I repeat, never did our 
Country dep^d, so, much on the. success of any Fldcl as on this. How best to honour 
our County ^d abate the pddQ of her Ecemics, by defeating their schemes, must l)c the 
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>ul)jo(?t of your deepest consideration as Coniinander in Chief ; and if u liat I have to oiler 
can he ihc least useful in forming your decision, you are most heartily u’cleome. 

‘ 1 shall begin with supposing you arc dclcrniined to enter by the Passage of the 
Sound, as there are those who think if you leave that passage open, that the Danish Fleet 
may sail from Copenhagen and join the .Dutch or French. I o\vn 1 have no fears on 
that subject; for it is nut likely that whilst their Capital is menaced with an attack, 9000 
of her best men should be sent out of the kingdom. 1 suppose that some damage may 
arise amongst our masts iind yards; yet fterhaps there will not be one of them but could 
Im made serviceable again. You are now about Cronenburgh: If the wind be fair and 
you determine to attack the Ships and Crown Islands, you must expect the natural issue 
of such a Baltic — Ships crippled and perha|)s one or two lost ; for the wind which carries 
yon in, will most probably not bring out a crippled shi[). This mode: 1 call taking the bull 
by the horns. It, however, will not prevent the Revel ships, or Swedes, from joining the 
Dunes; and to pivvenl this from taking ellect, is in my humble opinion a measure abso-> 
lulely necessary and still to attack Copenhagen. Two modes are in my view, one to pass 
Cronenburgh, taking the risk of damage, and to pass up the deepest and straitesl Channel 
above the Middle Grounds; and coming down the Garbar or King’s Channel, to attack 
their Floating Batteries, &e. tScc. as we find it convenient. It must have the cfi’cct of pre- 
venting a junction between the Russians, Sw’cdes, and Danes, and may give us an oppor- 
tunity of bombarding Co])cnhagcn. I am also pretty certain that a Passage could be 
found to the northw-ard of .Southolm for all our ships, perhaps it might be necessary**t6 
Avarp a short distance in the very narrow part. Should this mode of attack be ineligible, 
the passage of the Belt I have no doubt Avould be accomplished in four or five days, and 
then the attack by Draco could Ijc carried into cflect, and the junction of the Russians 
prevented, with every probability of success against the Danish Floating Batteries. What 
effect a Bombanlment might have, I am not called upon to give an opinion; but think 
the Avay would be cleared for the trial. Supposing us through the Belt tvith the tvind first 
westerly, Avould it not be possible to either go with the Fleet or detach ten ships of three 
and tw'o <lccks, with one bomb and tw'o fireships to Revel, to destroy the Russian squadron 
at that place ? I do not see the great risk of such a detachment, and with the remainder 
to attempt the business at Copenhagen. Tlic measure may be thought bold, but I atn of 
opinion the boldest measures are the safest; and our Country demands a most vigotrOUs 
exertion of her force directed with judgment. In supporting you, niy dear Sjir Hyde, 
through the arduous and important task you have undertaken, no exertion qf head or hieait 
shall be w'anling from your most obedient and faithful servant, Nsnsoir and Bbonts.’ * 

'I'iic subsequent Narrative of the ’Battle of Copenhagen is chiefly. takeh from a valuatde 
Memoir which an Officer tvho was with Lord Nelson has furnished, and from the interefet^ 



ing Memoranda of another eje- witness, Mr. Ferguson, surgeon of the Klcphan(, wliich have 
been transmitted by Mr. Matcham through Sir Thomas Hardy. In tins Baltic, Captain 
Foley, who hid the van off the Nile, bore the flag of Lord Nelson in tlu? Eh'phant; it bc-iiig 
shifted from the St. George on the 29th of March. 

‘ Lord Nelson’s plan,’ says the Memoir, * would have been to have jirocccdcd with the 
utmost despatch, and with such ships as were in readiness to the month of Copenhagen 
Harbour: then and there to have insisted on amity or war, and to ha\e brought the objects 
of Messrs. Drummond and Vansittart’s Ncgocialion to a sfR'cdy decision, lie would have 
left orders for the remainder of the fleet to have followed in succession, as they were ready, 
and by this rapidity of his proceedings would have anticipated the formidable preparations 
for defence which the Danes had scarcely thought of at that early season. The delay in 
Yarmouth roads did not accord with his views.— An order from the Adniinilty arrived on 
the lltb of March, in consct}uence of which the fleet, consisting of about fifty sail, sixteen 
of which were of the line, put to sea* on the succeeding day. On the 15th we cncounlered 
a heavy gale of wind, which in some measure scattered the fleet and prevented our reach- 
ing the Naze until the 18th. On the next day, when off the Scawc, the Avhole w'cre nearly 
collected; a north west wind blew, and an opportunity appearc^d to have l}eeu lost of pro- 
ceeding through the Categate. Every delay, however trifling, gave cause for regret and 
favoured the views of the Norlhefn Coalition. Tlie openness of those seas had rarely been 
Of^ii&llcd at that season of the year, and in particular called for activity in our movements. 
The Commander in Chief had probably, however, instructions by which he acted; and if 
so, that, in addition to numerous other instances of a similar nature, marks the ])ropricty 
of discretionary powers whenever success is to depend on energy and activity. Lord Nelson, 
as I understood, was greatly vexed at tlie delay. 

* On the 21st of March it blew hard: we anchored for twenty four hours, and did not 
arrive off the point of Elsineur until the 24t}i. The Blanche frigate, with Mr. Vansittari 
tm board, preceded the fleet from the Scawe, and landing him at Elsineur on the 20lh, he 
joined Mr. Drummond at Copenhagen. The Terms demanded by these gentlemen having 
been rejected, they returaeti to our fleet on the 24th, and left us for England on the ensuing 
day. The wind was again strong and favourable, expectation was alive that wa should 
have sailed on the .25th: it was, hoviuver, generally understood, that the formidable ntporls 
which had been made by Mr. Vansittart and by the pilots whom we had brought with us, 
as to the state of Ihe bamries at Elsineur and of the defensive situation of Co[>cnhagen, 

. J‘A' ■ • ■ ■ " 


* Ctn the Rcet wst • dcMdinsat of troopi, connsting of^tlie 49th regiment, about 760 rank and file, 
coafniiiDded bf. Xientinuuii Colonel Braote, and a company of the rifle corps (noar die 95th regiment), lOO rank 
an4' pie, owrtiendotf'-lltjr Captain Sidnoj Bjetiirijth* The whole was under the Hon. Colonel Stewart, brother to 
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iiuliK'od the Commander in Chief to prefer the circuitous passage by the CJrcat Bell. liOrd 
Iselsoji, who was impatienl for action, w’as not mucli deterred by these alarming rc]>resen- 
miions; his olyect W'as to go to Copenhagen, ami he said, Ld it be hi/ the SoutuU by the Belt^ 
or any how, only lose not an hour . — On the Q61I1 of March the whole Flc(?l accordingly sailed 
for the Great Belt; but after proceeding for a lew leagues along the coast of Zealand, the 
plan was suddenly changed. This arose partly in consequence of some suggestions from 
Captiiin G. Murray of the Edgar, who was to have led the fleet through the intricaU? chan** 
nels, partly on account of some difficulty appearing in our course (one or two of the smaller 
craft being on the rocks) but chiefly at the instigation of Lord Nelson, who went on board 
Sir Hyde Parker’s ship, the [<on<lon, about ten A. M : be the n'asons w'liat they may, the 
Fleet returned to its former anchorage liefbre sunset. As if a more than sufficient time 
had not been given for the Danes to pivparr; their deftMice, another message was sent on 
the 27lh of Alarch to the Governor of Klsineur, Strieker, to discover his intentions relative 
to opposing our Fleet, if it were to pass the Sound, lie rejdicd, ‘ I have the honour to 
inform your Excellency, that his IMajesty the King of Denmark did not send away the 
Chargf' d’Affaires; but that on his own demand he obtained a passjiorl. As a Soldier I 
cannot intermeddic with politics; but 1 am not at liberty to sufler a Fleet, whose intention 
is not yet known, to approach the guns of ih«’ Castle of Cronenburgh which I have the 
honour to command. In case your Execllcney should think proper to make any proposals 
to the King of Denmark, I wish to be informed lluireof before the Fleet appn)aches nearer 
to the Castle.’ — Sir 1 lyde Parker replied, ‘ That finding the intentions of the Court of Den- 
mark to lie hostile against his Britannic IVIajcsty, he regarded his Excellency’s answer as a 
Declaration of War; and, therefore, agreeably to liis instructions, could no longer refrain 
from hostilities, however reluctant it might be to his feelings. But, at the same time, the 
Admiral would be ready to allciid to any proposals of the Court of Denmark for restoring 
the fomier amity and friendship which had for so many years subsisted between the two 
Courts.’ 

‘ On the 2Cth of March, the Elephant, Captain Foley, and another 74 liad joined the 
Fleet, bringing the melancholy intelligence of the loss of the Invincible, 74 guns. Rear 
Admiral 'J’otty, Captain Rennie, one of our squadron, on the sand bank called Hammond’s 
Knowl.’ On the 29th, Lord N clson shifted his flag from the St. George to the Elephant, com- 
manded by his intimate friend. Captain Foley, in order to carry on operations in a lighter 
ship. Both the 28 th and 29th of March were unfortunately c^m: orders had, however, been 
given for tlie Fleet to pass through thq Sound as soon as the wind should permit. At day- 
light on the morning of the 30 th it Mew a topsail breeze from N. W: The signal was made, 

' A melancholy account of this shipwreck is given in Captain Schomberg’a Naval Chronology (Vbl. III. p. 495^. 
Captain Rennie, who had been made Post for his conduct at the Ueldcr, was lost, with 400 of the crew. 
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and ihc Fleet proceeded in live order of battle previously arranged; Lord Nelson's division 
ill the van, the Commander in Chiefs in the eetilre, and Admiral (iinves’s in the rear: 
Captain Murray in the Edgar with the fleet of bomb and gun vessels, took ihi'ir station off 
Cronenburgh Castle on the preceding morning; and, upon the first Danish shot, opened 
their fire upon the Castle. The semicircular form of the land off Elsineur, which Avas thickly 
lined ivith batteries, caused our Fleet to pass in a form truly ])icturcsque, and nearly similar. 
It had been our intention to have kept in mid channel, the forbearance of the Swedes not 


having been counted upon, the lighter vessels were on the larboard side of our line of 
battle, and were to have engaged the Helsinburg shore: not a shot, however, was fired. 


nor any batteries apparent, and our Fleet inclined accordingly to that side, so as com- 
pletely to avoid the Danish shot, which fell in shoivers, but at. least a cable's length from 
our ships. The Danish Batteries opened a fire, as we uiuhuMood, with nearly 100 pieces 
of cannon and mortars, as soon as our leading ship, the Monarch, came abreast of them; 


and they continued in one uninterrupted blaze during the passage of the Fleet, to the no 
small amusement of our crcAVs ; none of whom received injury, except from the bursting 


of one of our own guns. Some of our leading shi])s at fii-st returned a few rounds, but 
perceiving the inutility, tlcsisted. 'riie whole came to anchor about midday, between the 
island of Iluen, and Copenhagen; the division under Captain Murray following, as soon 
as the main body had passed: as is usually the ease in sea bombardments, little or no 
damage was afterwards found to have been done by our shells. Our Fleet Avas no sooner 
at anchor, than the Commander in Chief accompanied by Lord Nelson, tAvo or threi'. 
senior Captains, the commanding Officer of the Artillery and of the troops, proceeded in a 
schooner to reconnoitre the harbour and channels. We, soon pereeived that our delay had 
been of important advantage to the enemy, Avho had lined the northern edge of the shoals 
near the Crown Batteries and the front of the harbour and ai-scnal, Avith a formidable 


flotilla. The Trekroner Battery appeared in particular to have been strengthened, and all 
the buoys of the northern and of the King’s Channels had been removed. Having examined 
these points with some attention, the party relumed to the J^ondon. 

‘ The night of the SOth of March was employed by some of the intelligent masters and 
pilots, under the direction of Captain Brisbane, in ascertaining the channels rountl the 
great Siioal called the Middle Ground, and in laying down fresh buoys, the Dam s having 
eitlier removed or misplaced the former ones. On the next day, the Commander in C hiet 
and Lord Nelson attended as before, with the addition of all the Artillery Officers, pro- 


ceeded in the Amazon frigate. Captain Riou, to the examination of the Northern Channel 
and of the flotilla from the eastward. Captain Rioif became on iliis occasion first knoAvn 


to Loid .Neisiw, .frho AVas stmek with j^miration at the superior Discipline and Seaman- 
ship, that 'wi^iO^icrVahle on. boe^ the: Amazon during the proceedings ot this day. 1 he 
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Danish line of defence was formed in a direct line eastward from the Trekroncr Battery^ 
and extended at least two miles along the coast of Amak: It was ascertained to consist of 
the* hulls of seven line of battle ships with jury masts, two only being fully rigged, ten 
pontoons or floating batteries, one bomb ship rigged, and two or three smaller crall. On 
the Trekroner appeared to be nearly seventy guns, on the smaller Battery, in shore, six or 
seven guns, and on the coast of Amak several Batteries which were within a long range 
of the King's Channel. Oft* the Harbour's mouth, which was to the westward of the Tre- 
kroncr, were moored four line of battle ships and a frigate; two of the foraier and the 
latter were fully rigged. Their whole line of defence, from one extreme point to the otlier, 
might embrace an extent of nearly four miles. The Dockyard arid Arsenal were in line 
nearly south, within the Trekroner, about half a mile distant. A few shot were fired at 
the Amazon whenever we approached the leading ship of their line. Tlie Officers of Artil- 
lery were desired to ascertain, whctlier, in the event of the line of defence being in part or 
wholly removed, they could place their bomb ships, of which there were seven, so as to 
play with eflfect on the Dockyards and Arsenal. After some hours survey the Amazon 
returned to the fleet, when the opinions of the Artillery Officers were given in the 
tive, if the Flotilla to the eastward of the Crown Batteries were only removed. A Council 
of War was held in the afternoon, and the mode which might be advisable for the « itt a el c 


was considered: that from the eastward appeared to be prefenred. Loiri Nelson offered 
his services, requiring ten line of battle .ships and the whole of the smaller craft. The 
Commander in Chief, with sound discretion and in a handsome manner, not only left every 
thing to Lord Nelson for this detached service, but gave him two more line of bf it t le ships 
than he demanded. During this Council of War, the eneigy of Lord Nel8on> diantcter was 
remarked : Certain difficulries had been started by some of the members, relative to each 
of the three Powers we should either have to engage in succession, or united, in those se ns. 


The number of the Russians was in particular represented as formidable. Lord Nelson 
kept pacing the cabin, mortified at every thing which savoured either of Alarm or Irreso- 
lution. When the above remark was applied to the Swedes, he sharply observ^, nmi 
numerous the better; and when to the Russians, he repeatedly said. So much the better^ I 
wish they were twice as many, the easier the Victory, d^nd on it: He allude^, ito he 
wards explained in private, to the total want of TacUque among the norBn^ 4eeW; ;tad 
to his intention, whenever he should bring cither Oie Swedes 

attacking the liead of their line, and confusing their movements as miich^^ itfe 

used to say, chse with a Frenchman, huUout-manceuvre a RuUum: The nigfi^bf die Sjist of 
March was employed as the preceding, in ascertaining, even by buoy li^ts, the couna of: 
the Upper Channel. Captain Brisbane was particularly active Ob this service, 
under Lord Nelson's immediate directions.* / 
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Mr, Fcrg^isons Memoranda begin from tliis dalC) and in llie following manner: * At 
the Battle of Copenhagen I was amongst the companions of the Hero. The attempt was 
arduous in the extreme, no common mind would have dared to conceive it; but it was 
suited to the exalted enterprise of Liord kelson. As his was the invigorating spirit of the 
Council that planned the attack, so in the execution he only could have coinniuiided suc- 
cess, During the interval that preceded the Battle^ I could only silently admire when I 
saw the first man in all the world spend the hours of the day and night in boats, amidst 
floating ice, and in the severest weather; and wonder when the light shewed me a path 
niarked by buoys, which had l)een trackless the preceding evening. 

On the first pf April in the afternoon, we took our departure with twelve sail of the 
line,* and a proportional number of smaller vessels, from the main body of the Fleet then 
lying about four miles below Copenhagen; and coasted along the outer edge of the Shoal 
called the Middle Ground, until we doubled its fkrthest extremity,' when the Fleet cast 
anchor. This Shoal, of the same extent as the sea front of the town, lies exactly before it 
at about three quarters of a mile in distance; the interval lietween it and the shore had 
deep water, and is called the King's Channel: there the Danes had arranged their Line 
of Defence as near the town as possible. It consisted of nineteen ships and floating bat- 
flanked at the town’s extremity by two artificial islands at the mouth of the harbour, 
called the Crown Batteries ; and extended for about a mile along the whole front of the 
town, leaving iuiervals for the Batteries on shore to play. As our own anchor dropped 
at eight in the evening, Nelson emphatically called out, I will Jighl them the moment I have 
a fair wind. He spent the whole night in consultation. About half past nine A. M. of the 
2d of April, the signals of the different ships having been made, repeated, and answered, 
we had the mortification to see the Agamemnon get upon the edge of the Shoal, on the 
first attempt to leave her anchorage, where she remained immoveable. A similar misfor- 
tune followed in succession to the Russell and Polyphemus; and in addition to all this, the 
Jamaica frigate, with a convoy of gun boats and small craft, having fallen in with the 


punter current, made the signal of inability to proceed. A mind less invincible than 
N^sonV haife been discouraged: though the battle had not commenced, yet he had 

, .* Tiw lUfrd Mellon and Gapt, Foley ; D^ner, R. Adm. T. Graves and CapL R. Rctalick ; Monarch, 

Bdf&dhiSicT.B.'tboinpson; £d|gar,G. Murray; Awsr//, W. Coming; F.lTvmantle; Glat- 


yTMBUgh";' , Ajifi Walker; Jlgamemium, 64, R. D. Fancourt; Potifphmus, 64, J.Lawford; Ardent, 64, 
T. Berdef 38^ JDeN'rA, 40, H> Inman; Blanche, 36, G. E. Hamond; Alcmenf, 32, 8. Sutton; 

J. F, piev^ .itrov, (Sp.) 30, W. Bolton; Cruifer, (Sp.) 18, Jamei Brisbane; Harpy, (JAg.) 


I4y Ok Upton; OWer, (F.S.) 14, G. M^KinYey ; Discorcry, (Bg.) Id, .foIjnConii; 
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approuciicd the Enemy; and he felt that he could not retreat to wait for reinforcements, . 
wiihoiii c*«)mproniising the glory of his Country. The signal 10 bear down was still kept 
Hying. I lis agitation during these luoinents was extreme: [ shall never forget the impression 
it made on me.. Tt was not, however, the agitation of indecision, but of ardent, animated 
])ati'iolistn punting for glory, which had appeared within his reach, and wiis vanishing from 
his grasp’ . . . Bui to return, and in some degree to retrace these events in the more circum- 
stantial narrative which the Memoir aftbrds.— * On the forenoon Of the first of April,’ says 
that Officer, ‘ the whole Fleet removed to an anchorage within two leagues of llie Town, 
off the X. W. end of the Middle Ground. It was intended that the Division under Lord 
Nelson should proceed from this point through the Northern Channel. His Lordsliip, 
accompanied by a few chosen friends, made his last observations during that morning 
oil lioard the Amazon, and about one o’clock returning to the Elephant, he threw out 
the wished for signal to weigh. I'hc shout willi which it was received throughout the ' 
Division was heard to a considerable distance: the ships then weighed'’ and followed the 
Amazon in suciTssiun through the narrow Channel. The wind was light but favourable, 
and uoi one accident occurred. The buoys were accurately laid down and tlie smaller 
CraA distinctly pointed out the course: the gallant Riou led the way, the scene was per- 
fect. About dark, the whole Fleet was at its anchorage off Draco Foiot; the headmost 
of the Enemy’s line not more than two miles distant. The small extent of the anchoring 
ground, as the Fleet did not consist of less than thirty -three pendants, caused the ships to 
lie so much crowded, which the calmness of the evening increased, that had the Enemy 
but taken due advantage of it by shells from mortar boats, or from Amak Island, the 
greatest mischief might have ensued. They threw two or three abput eight P. M. which 
served to shew that yre were within range. The Danes were, however, tcio much occupied 
during this night in manning their ships and strengthening their line; not from immediate 
expectation, as wc afterwards learned, of our attack, conceiving the Channel impracticable 
to so large a Fleet : but as a precaution against our nearer approach. Oiir guard boats.weie 
actively cnnployod between us and tlic Enemy, and Cnptain Hardy eyien rowed. to llieir 
Iciuling ship; sounding round her, and u.sing a pole when he Was apprehensive of being 
heard. Ilis chief object was to ascertain the bearing of the eastern chd of the.'li^dle. 
Ground; the greatest obstacle, as it proved, tliat we had to 

. ’ I ' 

1 , . 

^ The Commander in Chief in his official letter says, It had beaii|^reviou8lj|t^i||^i!^| 
shifnk remaining nith Sir Hyde should weigh at the same moment With 
ward, the Crown Batteries and their four ships of the line that, were at,the 
our disabled ships as they came out of action.— These ships, tbps 
sjsted of the LondoH^ 98, the ilag ship. Captains!^. Dpiuett and 
miliies, 74, R. Barlow; Rauanabk, 64, John Dilkes; Si, George, 

J 'efi'itin, (i4, ii. G. Dickson; Warrior, 14, C. Tyler. 
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* Ofi the Elephant, tlie night of the Isl of April was an important one. As soon 
as the Fleet vras at anchor, the gallant Nelson sat down to tabic with a large party of his 
comrades in arms. He was in the highest spirits, and drank to a leading wind and to the 
success of the ensuing day. Captains Foley, Hanly, Frecmantle, Uiuu, Inman: his Lord- 
ship’s second in command. Admiral Graves, and a few others to whom he was particularly 
attached, were of this interesting parly; from which every man separated with feelings of 
admiration for their great leader, and with anxious impatience to follow him to the approach- 
ing Battle. The signal to prepare for Action had been made early in the evening. All llie 
Captains retired to their respective ships, Riou excepted, who with Lord Nelson and Koley 
arranged tlie Order of Battle and those instructions that were to be issued to ouch ship on 
the succeeding day. These three Officers retired i)ctwcon nine and ten to the after cabin, 
and drew up those Orders that have been generally published, and wliich ought to be 
referred to,' as the best proof of the arduous nature of the Enterprise in which the Fleet 
was about to be engaged. From the previous ffitigue of this day and of the two preceding, 
Lord Nelson was so much exhausted while dictating his Instructions, (hat it was recoin- 
npiendjed to him. by us all, and indeed insisted upon by liis old servant A llc‘n, who assumed 
much command on these occasions, that he should go to liis cot. It was placed on the 
floor, . but from it he still continued to dictate. Captain Hardy returned about eleven, and 
reported the practicability of the Channel, and the depth of-water u]) to the ships of the 
enemy's line: had we abided by this report, in lieu of confidiug iii our !M asters and Pilots, 
we should have acted better. Tlic Orders were completed about one o'clock, when half a 
dozen clerks in the foremost cabin proceeded to transcribe them. Lord Nelson's impa- 
tience again shewed itself; for instead of* sleeping undisturbedly, as he might have dune, 
he, was every half hour calling from his cot to these clerks to hasten their work, for that 
the mnA teas becoming fair: he was constantly receiving a report of this during the night. 


Theiir^i^ork being finished about six in the morning, his Lordship, who was previously up 
apd breakfftsted^ and about seven made the signal for all Ca[)tains. The Insiruc- 

ttbpS wd^^a^yoqed to.oach by.eight o'clock ; and a special command was given to Captain 
- ttttghit require. I'hc land forces and a body of 500 seamen 

command of Captain Frcemantlc and the Hon. Colonel 
of the Crown Battery should be silenced, they were to 
stei^ flic work ahd.{^troy It. 1110 division under the Commander in Chief was to uicnat.'c 

tbo' intricacy of the Channel would however have 
Ht^tray in the Edgar was to lead : The above were Lord 
m^oYalfle dq.y.>-Witli the returning light, the wind 
. ... The'Pilots, who were in general males of 


■ r* 'ilBpstadU, N* 10. 


tnuliiig vessels from ihc 


• ports of Scotliewid and north of England the Wi?* ‘ 

of the ttiasicrs in llic Navy, wew ordered on board the Elep^ftt b^ween ; 

o'clock. A most unpleasant degree of hcsitathni prevad^ aftipngst them att, 
came to the point about the bearing of the cast end of the Middle l^ibund, a^l^kWwLme , 
exact line of deep water in the King’s ChanneWNot a moment wa« to be lost^te^xrtnd’iW^ 
liiir, and the signal made for Action. Lord Nelson urged Ih^ to.bd sleady^l^.^ '• 

ami to decide. At length Mr. Brycrley, the master of the ^llojia, declai^ h^sdf ^ 
pared to lead the fleet; his example was quickly- folldved by*;the rest, thfty>pfe)M ;<)»: 
boanl of their respective ships, and at halt past nine the si^^l was given to weigh, 
cession. This was quickly obeyed by the Edgar, who proceeded in a noble maiimer 
the Channel. The Agamemnon ’’ was to follow, but hapimned to take a course in, a direct 
line for the end of the shoal. The Polyphemus' signal, Captain luawford, was theft , 

and this change in the oi‘<lcr of sailing was most promptly executed. 1 he Edgar WaS^fc^i^ •• 
■ver, unsupported for a considerable time; when within range of the Prove8tcih,.s^.f‘‘ ' 


fired at, but relurncd not a shot until she was nearly opposite to the number whidf 'ly^.; 
tleslincd for her by the instructions, she then poured in her broadsides with great effect. '' 
The Polyphemus was followed by the Jsis, Bellona, and Russell; the former, c(«iimmh,de4 
by Captain Walker, took her station most gallantly, and had the severest birth thii 
any shij), the Monarch perhaps not excepted, 'fhe Bellona and Russell in going dowd; tJiC 
Channel kept too close on the starboard shoal, and ran aground; they were, 
within range of shot, and continued to fire wilh much spirit upon such of the Enemy. 8.s^^ 
as they could reach. An instance of Lord Nelson's presence of mind now occurm^:-:]^ 
which, if I mistake hot, was as ftillows. In going down the Channel, the wfttdr wg^'jiftpr 
posCTl to shoal on Uie larboard shore, each ship had been ordered to pass her leader on 
the starboard side: when it came to the turn of the Elephant, his Lordship, thinkihg 
the two al)Ove mentioned ships had kept too for on that direction, made their sigmd 
‘to. close with the Enemy; ijerceiving that this was not done, which their bciug aground'' 
unknoi^.ft to him was the cause of, he ordered the Elephants helm to starboard, quRt^ 
tlm iirfei^ed oriler of sailing, and went within those ships. The same course ^as coft|^ 
queiitly .^owed by the, succeeding sliips, and the major jrart pf.our Flecjf might' 
all probability, have been saved from going on shore. In succession, a^ c^h sMp ftriiSfi^ 
nearly opposite to her uumber in the ,Dani)sh^Ji*'e» her anchor gol>y tile sl^u, thiff 

wind nearly atl, and presented her broadside to the Enemy. . ^ 

* llic Action began at five minutes past ten. In about lialf the fitsi. 

i 

In Lonl Ncl#onV«tfecial letter to Sir Rydc Psrker, ,it wiW oWrvW/ -^the ««jld sot 

ihcr tbc Shoal of the Middle Ground, nod was oblig^ to anchor ; hot not 

to Csipiain Fanconrt, U WM «» event to whitdi al) the ship* w^re liable.’ ■ 
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half of our Heel was engaged, and bcifiw half [lasl i lcvoti dw: Ihif llo hcoanu; general. The 
Elcpliaiil s station was in the centre/ opposite to the Danish Commodore, w ho ( oiimiaiidcd 
ill the Daunebrogv 02, Cominodore Fisclier,' Captain T. llraun. Onr distance was nearly a 
cable's length, airfd this was the average distance at which the yVciion was foiighi; its beiug- 
so great, caused the long duration of it. Txud Nilsori was most anxious to gel newer; but' 
the same error which had led the two ships on the shoal, induced our master and pilots to - 
dread shoaling their water on the larboard shore: they, therefore, when the Lead wsis at a. 
quarter less five, refused to approach nearer and insisleyl on the anchor being let go. NVii ‘ ‘ 
allerwards found, that h^id we but ajiproatdied the enemy’s line, we should have dctrpeiied 
our water uji to their veiy side, and closed with them; as it was, tlic Klephanl engaged in 
little more than four fathom. The Glatloii had her station immediately astern of u.s, tlx' 
Ganges, Monarch and Defiance aheail : the distance between each not exceeding a half 
cable. 'J’hc judgment with which each ship calcnlatod her station in that intricate channel, 
was admirable throughout. The failure of the three ships that w ere aground and whose force 
was to have been opposed to the 'Prekroncr battery, left this day, us glorious for si'amun- 
ship as for ('.ourage, incomplete. The Lead was in many ships eonlidcd to the Master 
alone, and the contest that arose on Iward the Klephanl, which ol two oflieers who 
attended the heaving of it, should stand in the larboard chains, was a noble eonijiclition, 
and greatly pleased the hem’l of Nelson as he paced the quarter deck. 'J’he gallant Riou, 
perceiving the blank in the original plan for the attack of the Crown Ikittc'iy, jiroceedcd 
down the line with his squadron of frigatc.s, and attempted, hut in lain, to fullil tlx' duly 
of the absent ships of the line:" his force was unequal to it, and the genmal .signal of reeal, 
wliicli was made about mid-action by the Commander in Chief, liad the good crt'oel of, at 
least, saving Hiou’s squadron i'rom destruction. 

‘ About one P. M. few if any of the Enemy’s heavy ships and praams had creased to firt‘. 
The Isis had greatly suffered by the superior weight of the Provesiein’s fm:; and if it Iwd not. 
been fur the judicious diversion of it by tlie DesinV, Captain Inman, w ho raked her, and 
for Ollier assistance from the Polyphembs, the Isis would have been dc!stroyed: both the 
[sis and llellona hud received serious injury by the bursting of some of their guns. The 
Monarch was also suffering severely under the united lire of tlie ffolsleiii and Zealand ; and 


* Who afterwards shifted his broad pendant to the Holstein^ and subhrciiuMiily, iiboiit two oVIock, to ilic li.ir- 
tery of the Thi;ee Crowns. Captain llusbrigh^ who comniHndpd the Vngricn, 4S, liiid htvii .i LicntiMLnii iirak > 
Adiiiiral Rodnay in the Formidable^ on the ];2th of -Aprils 178^2. 

® Lord JS^lson in, a private leucr to Eitrl St. Vincent said, “ If it had not bciMi fm ihf miiuwanl iiLcidcnt of 
three of our line .getting on $ho:^j it^^OUld^htoe covered the Ciiiwyi Islands and ili«* clianncl uf ihc Harbour, and 
iny plan would have beeft complice ^t6r^{Aa^^esoutij«riimo»t>jnt|>, to the Dart being on idioiv on rhe norili sid#* 
of the etitriMiee of the harbour, WM my fetentfiSii ,to have »wej4 clean. In iliai <-ase poor dear Hion ini‘zlit 
been saved: but his brftVCrry ivtllilf I'^irected three sail of the line to asM>t him in/’ 

, . vftlj II. s e 
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(tiiJy two of oiir boinl) vessels could get to their station on the middle ground, and open their 
iiiorlars on the Arsenal, directing their shells over both Fleets. Our squadron of guii brigs, 
impeded bycurrenls, c<»uld not, with the exception of one, allliough coininandt'd l)yCaplain 
Hose in the Jamaica, weather the eastern end of the middle ground, or come into Action. 
'I’lie division of the Commander in Chief acted according to the prceoneerlcd plan; but 
could only menace the entrance of the Harbour. The Elephant was warmly engaged by the 
Uannelirog, and by two heavy praams on her bow and ([uarter." Signals of distress were on 
board the Hellona and Husscl, and of inability from the Agamemnon. The Contest, in 
general, although from the relaxed state of the Enemy’s fire, it might not have given room 
for much a|iprehension as to the n-sult, had certainly at one P. M. not declared itself in 
fa\our of either side. About this juncture, anil in this posture ofaflairs, the signal was 
thrown out on board the Loiulon. for the Action to cease. 

‘ Ijord Nelson was at this time, as he had been during the whole Action, Avalking the 
starboard side of the quarter deck : sometimes mueh animaUul, and at others heroically fine 
in his observations. A shot ihrougli the maimnast knocked a few splinters about us; he 
observed to me, with a smile. It is rearm work, and tfiis daif mat/ be the last to any of us at a 
moment; and then stopping short at the gangway, he used an expression never to be erased 
from my memory, and said with emotion, But mark you, I would not be elsewhere for 
thousands. When the signal, was made, the signal Lieutenant reported it to him. — 

lie continued his walk, and did not appear to take nolict; of it. The Lieutenant meeting 
his Lordship at the nt?xt turn, asked, fl hether he should repeat itf Lord Nelson answered 
1^0, ar.knowledsic it. On the otliccr returning to the poop, his Lordshij) called aller him. 
Is N^l6, (signal for close action which had liecn flying from the beginning) still hoisted? 
the Lieulimant answering in the aftirmalivc. Lord Nelson said, Mind you keep it so. He 
now walked the di;ck considerably agitated, which Avas abvays known by his moving the 
siunq) of his right arm. After a turn or tivo, he said to me, in a quick manner, Vo you 
knoK' zchat’s sheicn on hoard of the Commander in Chief, 39? On asking him Avhat that 
meant, he answered, ‘ Why to leave otf actiim.’ Leave off action 1 he repeated and then 
added, with a shrug, Now damn me if I do. He also observed, I lielicve, to Captain Foley, 
You know, Foletf, I hate only one eye, I have a right to be blind sometimes; and then with 


an archness peculiar to his chanicter, putting the glass to this blind eye, he exclaimed, I 
really do not see the signal. 'J'his remarkable Signal was, therefore, only acknowledged on 
board of the Elephant, not repeated. Admiral Graves did the latter, not being able to 


distinguish the Elephant’s conduct on. the occasion: either by a fortunate accident or 


“ T\ic HU pli.itit was much 
Lu iitcnuiit, in his seventeenth 


■ 

exposed to the fire of 
year; imd who mnite 


the floating buttery^ N'* ], commanded by Villemoes, second 
iivred it with so much skill and bravery, that be attracted the 


ntiticc and public commcndaiion of Lord Nelson.* (C/utmock's Memoirs of Lord Nelson, page ^6.) 
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intcnlionftllyj N 1(5 was not displaced. The squadron of frigates olwyed the signal and 
hauled off. lhat brave ofticcrj Captain RioUj was killed by a raking shot, when llic 
Amazon shewed her stern to the Irekroner. lie was silling oii a guti) was encouraging 
^his men* and had been wounded in the head by a splinlert he liad expressed himself 
at being thus obliged to rcli-eat, and nobly observed. What will Nelson think of us? 
His Clerk was killed by his side; and by another shot several of the Marines, Avhile haul- 


ing on the mainbraec, shaied the same talc. Kiou then exclaimed, dome then^ ini/ hoifSf 
kt us die all together! 1’hc words were scarcely iiUered, when the fatal shot severed him in 
two. Ihus, and in an instant, was the Hritish service deprived ot one of its greatest orna* 
ments; and society of a character of singular worth, resembling the heroes of romance. 
Lord Nelson, in writing to Earl St. Vincent said, “ I do not know his circumsianc< s; but 
I recollect when he was at death’s door in the Guardian, in 1788, he recommended a 
Mother and Sisters. I need say no more." This Mother had died in the interim, between 
the 2d of April and tlic possible receipt of the melancholy intelligence in England. 

‘ I’hc Action now continued with unabated vigour. About two P. M. the givater part 
of the Danish line had ceased to tire; some of the lighter ships were adrift, and the carnago 
on board of the Enemy, who reinforced their crews from the shore, was dreadful. 'J'he taking 
possession of such ships as had struck, was however attended with ditlicully ; partly by reason 
of the batteries on Ainak Island protecting them, and partly because an irregular fire w'as 
made on our boats, as they approached, from llic ships lliemsclvcs. The Dannebrog acted 
in this manner, and fired at our boat; although lhat ship w’as not only on fire and had 
struck, but the Commodore, Fischer, had removed his pendant and had deserted her. A 
renewed attack on her by the Elephant and Glatton, for a quarter of an hour, not only 
completely silenced and disabled the Dannebrog, but by the use of grape, nearly killed 
every man who was in the praams, ahead and astern of that unfortunate ship.” On our 
smoke clearing away, tliu Dannebrog was found to be driffing in flames before the wind, 
spreading terror throughout the Enemy's line. The usual lamentable scene then ensued; 
and our boats rowed in every direction, to save the crew who were throwing themselves 
from her at every port hole; few, however, were left un wounded in her afier our lust broad- 
sides, o^ould be saved. She drifted to leeward, and about half past three blew up.- -'J'he 
time^ half past two, brings me to a most important part of Lord Nelson's conduct on this 
day, and about which so much discussion has arisen: his sending a flag of truce on shore. 
To the best of my recollection the facts were as follow. After the Dannebrog u'as adril't, 
and had ceased to fire, the Action was found to be over, along the whole of the line nsU'm 
of us; but not so with the ships ahead and witli|||he Crown Batteries, M'heiher from 

* CominodorS^lga^r had left her, her gallant Caplin, Braun, continued to give bis orders on board, 
amidst the flames io,wll^|be was eavelpped, uuUtll^ lout his dght band ; when Captain Ijemntng succeeded. 





i^nornncc of the custom of War, or from confusion on board the Prizes, our boats were, as 
belbrt* mentioned, repulsed from the ships themselves, or fired at from Amak Island. Lord 
Nelson iiulurally lost tompt‘r at this, and obst^rved, “ 'I’hat he must either send on shore 
and slop this iiTcgular proceeiling, or send in our fire ships and burn them." He accord- 
ingly retired into the stern gallery and wrote, with great despatch, that well-known lejJCr 
addressed to the Crown J^rince, with the address, To the brothers of Englishmen, the brave 
Danes: and in order to shew that no hurry had ensued upon the. ticcasion, he sent for a 
candle to the Cockpit, and atlixed a larger seal than usual. — “ A^ice Admiral Lord Nelson 
has been commanded to spare Denmark, when she no longer resists. The line of defence 
Avhich covered her shores has struck to the llritish Hag. Izit the firing cease then, that he 
may take possession of his Prizes, or he will blow them into the air along with their crews 
who have so nobly defended tlu-m. 1’he brave Danes are the brothers, and should never 
be the enemies of I he English." 'I’liis letter was conveyed on shore through the contending 
Fleets by Captain Sir Frederick 'riicsiger, who acted as his Lordship’s Aid-de-Cam[) ; and 
who found the Prince near the. sally port, animating his people in a spirited manner. 
Whether wo were actually firing at that time in the Elephant or not, 1 am unable to recollect: 
it could only have been partially, at such of the farther ships as had not struck. The three 
ships ahead of us were however engtiged; and from the smieriority of the force ojiposed 
to them, it was by no means improbable, that Ixird Nelson’s observing eye pointed out to 
him the expedience of a prudent conduct. Whether this suggested to him the policy of 
a Hag of truce or not, two solid reasons were apparent, and were such as to justify the 
measun': viz. The necessity of stopping the irregular fire from the ships which had surren- 
dered, and the singular opportunity that was thus given, of sounding the feelings of an 
I'jnciny, who had reluctantly enteral into the war, and Avho must feel the generosity of the 
first titter of amity coming from a conquering foe. If there were a third reason for the con- 
duct of the noble Admiral, and some of his own officers assert this, it was unnecessarj that 
it should have been expressed ; it was certainly not avowed, and will for ever remain a matter 
of conjecture. — While the Ixiat was absent, the animated fire of the ships aliead of us, and 
the approach of two of the Commander in Chief’s division, the Kamilies and Defence, 
caused the i-cmainder of the Enemy's line to the eastward of the Trekroner to st|^e: that 
formidable work (‘ontimuxl its lire, but fortunately at too long a range to do serious dsmace to 
any one cxce|)t the Monarch, whose loss in men, this day, exceeded that of any line of battle^ 
ship dunng the war. From the uninjured stale of this Outwork, which ha4 been manned 
at the close of the Action with iu;arly 1500 men, it was deemed impracticable to carry into 
execution tin; proja-ted plan for stor^i^g it: the boats for this service had been on tlic staij* 
board side of each ship during the Act|Mi. 'fhe firing from the Crown battery and from 
our leading ships did not cease until past three o'clock; when the Danish Adjutant Geneml, 
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Lindholniy returning with a flag of truce, directed the fire of the Battery to be suspended. 
The signal for doing the same, on our part, was then made from our ship to those engaged. 
The Action dosed after five hours' duration, four of wliiirh were Avarnily contested. 

* The answer from the Prince Regent was to inquire more minutely into the purjxirt. of 
the Message. I should here observe, that previous to the boat's getting on board, Lord 
Nelson had taken the opinion of his valuable friends, Fremantle and Foley, the former 
of whom had been sent for from theGange.s, as to the practicability of advancing with the 
ships which were least damaged, upon that part of the Danish line of defcnc'c yet uninjured. 
Their opinions were averse from it; and, on the other hand, decided in favour of removing 
our Fleet, whilst the wind yet held fair, from their present intricate channel. Lord Nelson 
was now prepared how to act when Mr. Lindhohn came on board, and the following 
answer was returned to the Crown Prince by Captain Sir Frederick Thesiger : ‘ Lord 
Nelson's object in sending the Flag of Truce was Humanity: he therefore consents that 
hostilities shall cease, and that the wounded Danes may be taken on shore. And Lord 
Nelson will take his prisoners out of the vessels, and burn and carry off his prixes as he 
shall think fit. Lord Nelson, with humble duty to H. R. H. the Prince of Denmark, will 
consider this the greatest Victory he has ever giiined, if it may be the cause of a hapj)y 
reconciliation and union between his own most gracious Sovereign, and his Majesty the 
King of Denmark.' — Ilis Lordship, having finished this letter, referred the Adjutant General 
to the Commander in Chief, who was at anchor at least four miles otf, for a conference on 
the important points which the latter part of the message had alluded to; and to this 
General landholm did not object, but proceeded to the London. Ijord Nelson wisely 
foresaw, that exclusive of the valuable opportunity that now offered itself for a renewal of 


peace, time would be gained by this long row out to sea, for our leading ships which were 
much crippled (o clear the shoals, and whose course was under the immediate lire of the 
Trekroner. The Adjutant-General was no sooner gone to the London, and Captain Thesiger 


despatched on shore, than the signal was made for the Glatton, Elephant, Ganges, Defi- 
ance, and Monarch to weigh in siicccssion. The intricacy of the Channel now shewed the 
great utilityW what had been done; the Monarch, as first ship, immediately hit on a shoal, 
but was pushed over it by the Ganges taking her amid ships. The Glatton went clear, but 
ihe De/iunce and Elephant ran aground, leaving the Crown battery at about a mile d istance ; 
.and 4ler6 th^y remained fiked,. the fbrnier until ten o'clock that night, and the latter until 
eight, nq^itKstanding every' exertion which their fatigued crews could make (o relieve 
,■ thet^' ilaid 1^^ l^n no t^sation of hostilities, their situation would certainly have been 
- '|«^'^^''itltou!d< be dbi^ed on the other hai^, that measures would in that case have 

power, J&V'tiestroying this formidable work, 
l^^undii Lord Nelson fallowed the Adjutant General, about four 

4 A 
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o’clock lo the London, M’hcrc that negociation first began, which terminated 'in an honour- 
able pcuc'c. He was low in spirits at the surrounding scene of devastation, and particularly 
feh for the blowing up of the Dannebrog. ‘ JVeU,* he exclaimed, ‘ I have fought contrary to 
onUrs, and I shall perltaps be hanged: Never mind, let them.* Lindhplm returned to Copen- 
lingon the same evening, when it was agreed that all prizes should be surrendered, and the 
suspension of hostilities continue for twenty-four hours: the whole of the Danisli wounded 
wore lo be received on shore. . Lord Nelson then repaired on board the St. George, and 
the night was actively passed by the boats of the division which had not been engaged, 
in getting atloat the ships that were ashore, and in brining out the prizes. The Desirhe 
frigate towards the close of the action in going to the aid of the Bellona, became fast on 
the same shoal; but neither these ships, nor the Russel, were in any danger from the 
enemy’s batteries, as the world has frequently since been led to suppose. 

* Early in the morning of the 3d of April, when it was scarcely light, Lord Nelson 
repaired, in his gig, (his usual conveyance) on board of our ship the Elephant; conceiving 
that we were still aground. The fatigue and cold of a long row in a northern sea, and at 
that early hour, and after the most severe exertions botli of body and mind for several suo 
cessive days, had no effect in causing this uncommon man either to indulge in rest, or to 
forget those whose fate he valued for an instant. Ilis delight and praises at finding us 
afloat were unbounded, and recompensed all our mbfortunes. He took a hasty breakfast, 
and then rowed to such of the prizes as were not yet removed from the Danish shore: and 
here he gave another proof of the eccentricity, as well as boldness of his diaracter. Findr 
ing that one of the line of battle ships, the Zealand, which had struck the last and was 
under the immediate protection of the Trekroner, had refused to acknowledge herself to be 
a caplui-ed ship, and made some quibble about the colours and not the pendant having 
been hauled down,' his Lordship ordered one of our brigs to approach her; and' pro- 
ceeded in his gig to one of the enemy’s ships which were within that battery, in order to 
communicate m ilh the CommodoTe,whose flag was flying on board of theElephanten. When 
he had got along side, he found it to be his old acquaintance, Muller, whom he had known 
in the West Indies. He invited himself on board, and acted with so much ability and polite-, 
ness towards his friend and the officers assembled, that he not tmly explained and gained 
the point in dispute about the Zealand; but left the ship as muchadidir^ by pis e^mi^ 
as he had long been by those who were his intimate ^ends in .his own Flcc^ ‘ -^Cpia^iroy ^aa 
actively .employed in refitting the squadron, securing the pipKeS, distribt^in^ l^p^^ners, 
and in ncgociating with the shore. It was resolved^ that^Xx>rd'^dfmh,.^d]|^ 

Prince Regent on the ensuing day. ^ ' 


Captain Otway displayed great presence of mind by the asiistadoe wfalch he d^vitljsa on thi* <Mpatlbih,(' 
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* On the 4tk of April liis Lordship left the ship* accompanied by Caplaiiis Hardy and 
Fremantle, and was received with all possible attention from the Prince. The populace 
shewed a mixture of admiration, curiosity, and displeasure. A strong guard secured his 
safety, and appeared necessary to keep off the mob; whose rage, aUhough mixed with 
admiration at his thus trusting himself amongst them, was naturally to be cxpc'clcd. 'I'he 
events of the 2d, had plunged the whole town into a slate of ten'or, asiouishmeut, and 
mourning: the oldest inhabitant had never seen a shot fired in anger at his native Country. 
The battle of diat day, and the subsequent return of the wounded to the care of their 
friends on the 3d, were certainly not events that could induce tlic Danish Nation to 
receive their Conqueror, on this occasion, witli much cordiality. It perha[)s savoured of 
rashness in Lord Nelson thus early to risk himself amongst them; but with him, his 
Country’s Cause was paramount to alf personal consideration. 

* The Ncgociation continued; and the interim between the 4lh and 9lh of April, was 
employed in destroying the prizes, refitting the fleet, and in taking a position with the 
Bomb Vessels and Gun Brigs, in order to open the bombardment in the event of hostilities 
being renewed. On theQth'i Lord Nelson landed again, and w'as accompanied by the 
Adjutant General Lindholm, who came to receive him, and whose attention was marked 
throughout : and by Lieutenant Colonel Stewart, Captain Parker, the Rev. Mr. Scot, &c. 
He was escorted to the Palace, surrounded by an immense crowd, who shewed more satis- 
facriou on this occasion than on the preceding one. The Commissioners, wlio were appointed 
to adjust the terms of an Armbtice, proceeded to business without delay. On the seventh 
Article ' of thb Treaty much difficulty arose, and the Ncgociation was likely to have been 
broken off on the point of duration. The Danish Commissioners candidly avowed their 
apprehension of the Court of Russia: Lord Nelson assured them, with a degree of candour 
not .quite customary in diplomacy, that his reason for requiring so long a term us sixteen 
weeks^ was that he miglil'have time to act against the Russian fleet, and then return to 
thenif The point not being acceded to on either side, one of the Danish commissioners 
hinted At th^ renewal of hostilities. . Upon which Lord Nelson; who understood Fn'nch 
suffidehtly to mahe out whaf the Commissioner said, turned to one of his friends with 
wannthlt^d BenewMitiKties/ TeU him that we are ready at a moment, ready to horn- 
bard t^ Wi^ fdghi*‘ The C ommis sioner apologised witli'politencss, and the business went 
<ni mote amicably. The duration of the Armistice could not however be adjusted; and 


' s Amrir Atmiftice ihall continue in force daring the space of fourteen weeks, from the'day uf i($ 

Pttrries. After the expiration of that time, each of the said parties shall be at 
>: n cn hostilities, after giving a previous notice of fourteen diij s. 'J'he 


'-I tiflintlt^n/iM^r^maien^ hOstiiities, after giving a previous nouce of fourteen diij s. l he 

■ an'' eViM^ OBflMtoitl'tia explainedritt the most liberal and candid manner; in wider 

restoration of frieudsliip and good under- 
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llic confcrcnco broke up at two o’clock, for reference to the Crown Prince. ' A levee was 


conso<iuciilly held in one of the state rooms, the whole of which were without furniture 
iVoin the upprehension of a bombardment. His Lordship then proceeded to a grand dinner 
up stairs, the Prince leading the way. Lord Nelson, leaning on the arm of a Friend, whis- 
pered, Though I have onlif one eye, 1 see all this will bum very well: He wiis even then tliink-' 
ing more about the bombardment than about the dinner. During the entertainment, whieh 
was laid for fitly covers, Lord Nelson sat on the Prince’s right hand, and much cordiality 
prevailed, 'riiey were afterwards closeted together for some time, and the Prince at length 
acceded to an Armistice of fourteen weeks duration; to which Lord Nelson assenting, with 
the reservation of the approval of the Commander in Chief, the parly returned on board.’ 
On the same day, April 9lh, in w'riling to Earl St. Vincent from on board the St. George, 
he said, * Just retumctl from gelling the Armistice ratified. I am tired to death. No man 
but those who arc on llie spot can tell what I have gone through, and do suffer. I make 
no scruple in saying, That I would have been at Revel fourteen days ago, that without this 
Armistice the Fleet would never have gone but by order from the Admiralty, and with it, 
I dare say, w'c shall not go this week. I wanted Sir Hyde to let me at least go and cruise 
off Cnrlscroone, to prevent the Revel ships from getting in. I said, I would not go to Revel 
to take any of those laurels which I was sure he would reap there. Tlunk for me, my dear 
Lord, and if I have deserved well let me retire; if ill, for Heaven’s sake supersede me, for 
I cannot exist in this slate.’ — On the succeeding day, April 10, 1801, the Danish Cominis- 
sinners repaired to the London, where the Terms were finally ratified by the Commander 
in Chief. Colonel Stewart having volunteered his services as bearer of the Despatches, was 
sent with them to England. Previous to the convention of the 9th, the whole of the Danish 
prisoners were sent on shore, and receipts had for 6,000 killed, wounded, and taken on 
the '2d. The Priaes, which amounted to six line of battle ships and eight praams, exclusive 
of one line of battle ship and two smaller craft burnt and sunk during the Action, were all 


destroyed, excepting ihc-Holslcin; she was sent to Engjland with wounded men, under the 
charge of that excellent medical officer Surgeon Ferguson, who had volunteered his services 
with Colonel SUiwart during the service, and whose professional skill acquired him this 
high opinion of Lord Nelson. The measure of destroying the Prizes wm ihuch il^^giretlied) 
but deemed necessary by the Commander in Chief, with a view p> the ulmridr 
of his Fleet.— Lord Nelson in writing to Earl StVincent at j^e'Adnriihlty/f^li^ tbiSk 
said, ‘ \Vheth<;r Sir Hyde Parker may mention the subjec[t:tq,^OU,''|[.iit^.riiQ^;^ 
and does not want it: Nor is it, you will believe me, ftont miji; dcs^.f 
hundred pounds, that actuates me to address this letter to you; 

to the brave Officers and men who fought on that day.- is true P{>poriefiti;Wi^’%^^ 
hulks and fioats only adapted for the position jhey.weife placed in;' but 
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BaCltle so much the harder, and Victory so niiicli the more difficult to obiain. Believe me, 
I have weighed all ciitumslanccs, and in my conscience I think that the King should send 
a gracious Message to the House of Commons, for a Gift to this Fleet: for what must he 
the natural feelings of the Officere and men belonging to it, to see their rich Commander in 
Chief bum all the fruits of their Victory; which if filled up and sent to England, as many 
of them might have been by dismantling part of our Fleet, would have sold lor a gootl 
round sum. Having mentioned the subject, I shall leave it to the Iwtter judgtneni of your 
Lordship and Mr. Addington.' 

In writing to Mr. Davison, Lord Nelson complained of the manner in which the car- 
penters had condemned the Zealand, 74, which he described to have been us large and full 
as fine a ship as the Sans Pared; and also that they had reported the lnfod.strutlon. Captain 
Thuni, (>4 guns, to have been an old ship, and she was in consccpicnce destroyed, when she 
had been only seven years from the stocks, and never at sea. — In this letter was enclosed 
the subsequent Report of Captain Sir Frederick Thesiger to the Admiral: ‘ The ibllowing 
is a list of the Prizes, which remained at Uicir anchorage ufler the Victory of the 2d of 
April, 1^1 ; and those line of battle ships and floating batteries, within the circumflex,' were 
boarded by me in the following order, by the directions of the Vu’e Admiral. ’—Mis Lord- 
sbip added to this report, * Two ships ran towards the harbour and sunk by the way, and 
a floating battery did the same; one said to be sunk alongside the Elephant, was s('cn by 
Captain Bligh and escaped into Uie port.’ 

In his official letter to Sir Hyde Parker, April fl, Jx)rd Nelson, after mentioning the able 
assistance of Captain Riou, the unremitting exertions of Captain Brisbane, and the IMaslcrs 
of the Amazon and Cruiser; and noticing the accidents that had licfallen the Bcllona, Rus- 
sel and Agamefnnon, as events to which all the ships were liable, added — ‘ 'riicsc accidents 
j^revented the extension of our line by the three ships before mentioned, who would, 1 am 
have silenced the Crown Islands, the two outer ships in the harbour’s mouth, 
and prevented the heavy loss in tlie Defiance and Monarch; and which mihappily threw 
the .galfont and good Captain Riou, to whom 1 had given the command of the frigates and 
slbdpa^ined.iri'themaigih (Blanohei.Aicmenc, Dart, Arrow, Zephyr, and Otter) to assist 
the aitj^k'pf the rtiips at the. ha^hr's mouth, under a very heavy fire, 'i’he consequence 
il^S b^ tha ojT.lPaptain iUoo and of many brave officers and men in the frigates and 
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sloops. The bombs were directed and took their stations abreast of the Elephant, and threw 
some shells into the arsenal. Captain Hose, who volunteered his services to direct the gim 
brigs, did every thing that was possible to get them forward, but the current was too strong 
for them to be of service during the Action; yet not the less merit is due to Captain Rose, 
and, I believe, to all the officers and crews of the gun vessels, for their exertions. 'I'he boats 
of those ships of the Fleet that were not ordered on the attack, aifordi^d us vxcvy assistance; 
and the officers and men who were in them merit my warmest approbation. The Desir6e, 
Captain 11. Jnman, took her station in raking the southernmost Danish ship of the line, 
and performed the greatest service. 'J’he Action began at five minutes past ten. The van 
led by Captain (jcorgc hlurray of the Edgar, who set a noble example of intrepidity, which 
was as well followed up by every Captain, Officer and man in the squadron. It is my 
duly to state to you the high and distinguished merit and gallantry of Rear Admiral Graves. 
To Captain Foley, who permitted me the honour of hoisting my flag in the Elephant, 1 feel 
under the gieutest obligations ; his advice was necessary on many important occasions during 
the Battle. I beg leave to express how much I feel indebted to every Captain, Officer and 
man, for their zeal and distinguished bravery on this occasion. The lion. Colonel Stewart 
did me the favour to be on board the Elephant; and himself, with every officer and soldier 
undi'r his orders, shared with pleasure tlic toils and dangers of the day. The loss in such 
a Baltic has naturally been very heavy. Amongst many other brave Officers and men who 
were killed, I have with sorrow to place the name of Captain Moss, of the Monarch, who 
has left a wife and six children to lament his loss ; and amongst the wounded that of Captain 
Sir Thomas Boulden Thompson, of the Bcllona.' — In some private letters allerwards to Earl 
St. \’incctil. Lord Nelson did not fail, as was his invariable custom, to render service to 
such other Officers as he thought had merited the attention of the Admiralty. After men- 
tioning the names of Lieutenants Bolton, Pearce, and others whom he considered as his 
children, and who had not Iteen promoted; he generously added, “ 1 can only say, that the 
first [ must name, (’an be no other than the first Lieutenant Of the Elephant, no acejuaint- 
ance, and one intended to be advanced by Sir Hyde Parker. Captain Devonshire, after 
Brisbane, highly deserved to be made Post.”-— Again, ** April 14. Captain Bjigh has desired 
my testimony to his good conduct, which although perfectly unnecessary, I cannot refuse: 
his behaviour on tliis occasion can reap no additional credit from my testimony. was my 
second, and the tnomcnl the Action ceased, I sent for him on board the Elephant, to thank 
him for his support. I am sure of your goodness to Again, lilap 8, I dare 

say Sir Hyde l^arkcr has recommended to your notice !iyedte^tit Joshua^Jolnison' of the 

' lit » U’ticr to Mr. Angerstciii, lorrl Nelson, when speaking of Mr. Johnaobf (Mil, * fie it an excellent officer 
atul a good man. In nine days from the loss of his arm, he ^lil bis duty again as Erst lieutenant. Such spiiit in 
the service is never to he overcame.'— In addition to the Officers thus hononral^y noticed, his Lodsbip afterWi^r^ 
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Edgar. Al ihc comiuonccincnt of tlic Action he was second Lioulonant; hut the first lieing 
very soon killed, he acted as such until his left arm was shot off. Ife refused the idea of 
being sent to England, and hoped that Captain Murray would be conical by the firet licm- 
teiiant’s duty being done by a one armed officer. He is now perfectly recovtaed, and doing 
his duty as first lieiiUmant: all his conduct has been so highly creditable, that 1 should be 
unjust not to recommend him to your Ixwdship's protection.'’ 

The Danish Commodore Fischer, in his official It'ller to the Crown Prince, gave gn;at 
offence to Lord Nelson, on account of some unfiiir statements and iueori'ecl claims, which 
were entirely repugnant to the integrity of a Eritish Admiral. His Ixjrdship, in the first 
warmth of his displeasure, sent a remonstrance through the medium of (jcncrul Lindholm, 
to the Prince of Denmark (April 22). The Admiral began by staling his reasons for taking 
such a step, and by giving the exact force of the British and Danes; he declaretl, that llu! 
Danish Line of Defence, to the southward of the Crown Islands, was much stronger and 
more numerous than the British ; that we had only five sail of Seventy-fours, two Sixty-fours, 
two Fifties, and one frigate engaged ; that two of our Seventy-fours and oiic Sixty-four, 
grounded by an accident on the Crown Islands. Towards the latter end of the .Vetion, a 
bomb vessel threw some shells into the Arsenal. As his Lordship proceeded in his letter, 
his warmth increased : * I am ready,' said he, * to admit, that many of the Danish officers 
and men behaved as well as men could do, and deserved not to be abandoned by their 
Commandcr»I am justified in saying this from Commodore Fischer’s own declaration: In 
his letter he slates, that after he quilted the Dannebrog, she long contested the Battle ; if 
so, more shame for him to quit so many brave fellows. Here was no mana'uvring, it was 
downright fighting, and it was his duty to have shewn an example of firmness becoming 
the high trust reposed in him: he went in such a hurry, if he went before she struck, which 
but for his own declaration I can hardly believe, that he forgot to take his broad pendant 
with him, for both pendant and ensign were struck together; and it was from that circum- 
stance that X claimed the Coinitiodore as a prisoner of war. He then went, as he said, on 
board th^ Holsteini the brave Captain qf which did not want him, where he did not hoist 
his pendaut; this ship he went on shore, either before or after she struck, or he would 
have bqra a^n a. prisoner. As to his nonsense about Victory, his Royal Highness will not 
;much.credit him. I sufiky burnt, captured, or drove into ttie harbour, the whole Ijine of De- 
fence to the sQuthward of the Crown Islands. He says, he was told that two Britjsli Slii]>s 


added,' in other ViiOjWSt* ThO names of Lieutenant W, Charlton and Lieutenatit E. King, the 

fonner Comataii^' ^ gon.bri^ aind iba latter first Lisyitcnant of the Desirte, in the Battle of Copen- 

glttWHWirtJto Loqi Nelson. He also reminded Earl St. Vincent ul Lieutenant 
‘ ^ood cb'aiwter had bcea taken by J/>td Nelion into the Si. Josot, 

^^'oi^rdlnery kM conduct of Mr. Antrim, who had picviously lost » 
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hlruck; did he nol take possession of iheiii? I look possession of his, as fast as tlicy 
siriK-k . . . lie .stales, that ihc ship in Avliich I hn<l the honour to hoisl luy Hag, flred latterly 
only single guns -Tl is true; for steady and cool were my braive Fellows, and did not wish 
to llirow away :i single shot. He seems to exult that I sent on shore a Flag of Truce: You 
know', and his Royal Highness know's, 'J'hat the guns fired from the shore, could only fire 
through the naiiish ships which had surrendered; and that if I fired al the shore, it could 
only be in the same manner, (jod forbiii 1 should destroy a non resisting Dane: when 
they l)ccanie my prisoners, 1 Iwcamci their Protector. Humanity alone could have been 
my object. His Royal Highness thought as I did. It has brought about an Armistice, 
which, 1 pray iIm* Almighty, may bring about a happy reconciliation between the two 
Kingdoms.’. . . 'fhc Adjutant Gtmcral replied Avith every attention to the w'ounded feel- 
ings of the Rritish Admiral, yet protested against the severity with Avhich the Danish 
Commodore had l>een treated on the occasion; and touched on the painful task that 
his Lordship ha<l imposed. He appealed to Lord Nelson's candour and indulgence, to 
allow of some few observations in vindication of the Commodore, yet without having had 
any communication Avith him. 'I’hc General confessed he still thought, and had ahvays 
b(‘en of opinion, that the Hritish Division, or rather the part of it Avhich was stationed to 
llie southward of the Crown Rallery, aa'us stronger than that part of the Danish line. After 
urging every argumctU he could devise as to the Danish ships being old and rotten, being 
badly oHlcercil, and manned the greater part Avilh landsmen; that the British Squadron 
Avas superior in iiumbi'r of guns, and those of a greater caliljer, exclusive of the carro- 
nades AA'hich did the Danish ships so much injury; General Lindholm asserted, that as the 
Dannebrog wiis on fire, it had been the duty of the Commodore to remove his broad 
pendant; and that he Avould have been justified, from UAVound in his head, if he had quitted 
the command altogether. The man avIio had taken down the broad pendant and hoisted 
the C'aplain’.s {M'ndant, had been killed when coming doAvn the shrouds, and fell upon the 
deck Avith the Commodore’s jx:ndant in his hand. — After urging further arguments in 
defence of his countryman, the General thus concluded : * As to your Lordship’s motives 
for sending a Flag of Truce to our government, they can never be misconstrued; and your 
subsequent conduct has suHicicntly shcAA'n, that Humanity is ahvays the conipauion of true 
Valour: you have* tlone mon;, you have shewn yourself a friend to the reestablishmpat of 
Peace and good Harmony, Ixrlwcen this Country and Britain.’ 

'J’hc general sjjirii and drift of this letter were so entirely different from the Commodore’s, 
that his Lordship Avas detcrmiiied not to cavil at the incorrectness of some parts; and he 
therefore replied. May 3, 1801, * If Commodore Fischer’s letter hgd been epuched in the 
suuu* manly and honourable manner, 1 should have l)ccn the last man to have noticed 
little inaccuracies which might get into a Commander in Chief's public letter. . 
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done ample justice to the bravery of nearly all your officers and men; and as it is not my 
intention to hurt your feelings or those of his Royal Highness, but on the contrary to try 
and merit your esteem; I will only say, that f am confident you would not have written 
such a letter: Nothing, 1 flatter myself, in my conduct ought to have drawn ridicide on 
my character, from the Comiuodorc’s pen; an<I you have borne the handsomest testimony 
of it, in contradiction to his. I thought then as I did before the Action and do now, that 
it is not the interest of our Countries to injure each other .’ — In some private remarks which 
Lord Nelson afterwards made on General Lindholm’s letter, it was observed, that the latter 
ought to have omitted the guns of the Russel, Bellona, Agamemnon, Ama;«on, Alemcnc, 
Blanche, Dart and Arrow: The two first were aground, and although within random shot, 
yet were unable to do that service which was cx|wctcd from 74 gun ships: the Agamem- 
non was nut within three miles; the other frigates and sloops were exposed to a ])art of the 
Crown Battery, and the ships in the other channel; but not fired upon by the eigliU'en sail 
drawn up to the southward of the Crown Islaiuls. His Lordship also subjoined his statt;- 
nicnt of the real number of guns engaged on both sides, w'hich gave 6f)2 to the Britisli force 
in action, and 800 to the Danes; making a superiority of the Enemy of 103 guns. AVc 
had 2.54 killed, and 609 wounded. 

The Commander in Chief, Sir Hyde Parker, throughout the whole of this most arduous 
enterprise, and in the diflicult situation in which he was ultimately placed, certainly pre- 
served a candid and honourable conduct. Sir Hyde’s behaviour to Lord Nelson, which 
has been commended in the previous Memoir of this Battle, was rendered still more liliorul 
by the manner in which die former closed his Official Letter ... * Ills Lordship has staled 
so fully the whole of his proceedings on that day, as only to leave me the opportunity to 
declare my entire actfuiescencc and testimony, of the Bravery and Intn'pidity with which 


the Action was supported diroughoul the line; wci'c it possible for me to add any thing to 
*the well-earned renown of Lord Nelson, it would be by asserting, that his exertions, great 
as they have heretofore been, never were carried to a higher pilch of Zeal for his Country’s 

■ V 

service. 1 have only to lament that the sort of attack, confined within an intricate and nar- 
row passage, excluded the ships particularly under my command fnim the opportunity of 
exliibiting their valour: but I can with great truth assert, that the same Spirit and Zeal 
animated die wliole of the Fleet.’-T'Afiter mentioning the deadi of the brave and gallant 
^Captains Mosse and Ridu (the former of whom being killed early in the action, his ship 


had bera fdtight 'lnth the greatest spirit and good conduct by Lieutenant John Yellanrl), and 
k&pvtt -|a|^ B. ^oiripson, whose leg had been shot oflT; Sir Hyde con- 

preferring to Qaptain Otway, who had been with l.ord Nelson 

writinff after the Action to his old acciuaiiitancc Ailmiral 


writing ^r the Action to his old acciuaiiitancc Ailmiral 
lestimohy to the professional merit of the Captain 
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ol’ the London, added, ‘ From my heart, my dear Holloway, I wish you had been here; 
1)0 sishurcd there is not that man in the service avIio respects you more than myself, or who 
feels more grateful for the many kind favours you have shewn me on various occasions. I 
like the appearance of Mr, Parrey very much. Lyons is on board the St. George, and is a' 
A cry line lad. If this northern business is not settled, they must send more Admirals. I 
am going lionn; immediately, the keen air of the north has cut me to the heart.' 

Mr. Ferguson in his Memoranda thus dcscrilicd the stale of our Ships tvhen Lord Nelson 
sent the I'lag of Truce. * Sir Hyde Parker and the rest of the Fleet had approached even 
within gunshot; and for the Crown Batteries, which alone were to be dreaded, the folloAving 
disposition had been made for carrying them: As the Flag of Truce left Lord Nelson’s shi]), 
1500 of the choicest boarders, Avho had been selected from the whole Fleet previous to 

the Action, descended into 50 boats, 30 men in each boat; these boats were to have been 

/ 

commanded by the lion. Colonel Stewart and Captain Fremantle. The moment it could 
be known that the Flag of Truce iiad been refused, the boats were to have pushed for the 
Ratteri(‘s, and the lire of every gun in the Fleet Avould have covered their approach.— Many 
days were lost unnecessarily in proceeding up the Baltic; and his Lordship's permanent 
flag ship, the St. George, draAving too much water to pass over a shallow Channel through 
Avhich the only passage ran, he Avas detained even after the Fleet did pass, to have the St. 
George lightened of her guns. Before this could he effected, hoAvcver, the report of the 
SAvedish Fleet being out reached him: inaction at such a time little suited the temper of 
his mind. Tlic report came in the evening; he instantly descended into his gig, in a 
very cold night of that climate; and after having been so exposed sixteen hours bn the 
Avalcr, got on board the Elephant, the former bearer of his flag and his triumph. The 
SAvedes relumed into port, and the Russians remained the only object of vengeance. 
Their Baltic Fleet Avinters in tAvo divisions at the great arsenals of Revel and Cronstadl; 
but at the former station tlic ships arc locked in by the ice several Aveeks longer than the 
latter. It Avas about the time that it might be possible to get into Revel, thither the'Fleet 
steered ; Avhen they Averc met by a cutter announcing the death of the Emperor Paul, and 
having conciliatory propositions from his successor Alexander. Sir Hyde Parker immedi- 
ately n:iurncd to the anchorage near C<xpcnhagen: such a step was by no means agreeable 
to Lord Nelson, Avho knew that to ncgociatc with effect, force should be at hand and in a 
situation to act. Tlic position of the British Fleet ought to have ^en between the two Rus- 
sian divisions, so as to prevent their junction, in case their pacihe oveitures^ad proved 
insincere. Weeks were lost in this inaclivily. Sir Hyde Parker was then and the 

Command A'ested in Lord Nelson. — Nt^t a moment was now lost; nine Sail bfffee lin e imme* 

' , . "A 

diatcly weighed anchor with the Admiral and proceeded to Revel.' Of the friendship of the 
Russians there hud been no confirmation; the messa^ might haVe' been a 
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save their Fleet, and it wa^i lime to prove their disposition by entering one of their ports. On 
the passage every possible ojiporlunity was embraced of calling our different Commanders 
together, arranging plans of conduct in the event of finding the Russians friendly or hostile, 
and the port of Revel was at all events to be entered; but on our reaching it, we learned 
to our surprise and mortification, that the stale of the ice had iMinnittnd thi.-ir escape to 
Cronstadt three days before. Nelson was not disconcerted, the hosiih' visit nas made to 
pass for one of honour and courtesy, the Governor and forts were saluted, messages of 
cordiality were sent, and 'an invitation from the shore was accepted; and after llinn! days 
spent amicably, he parted with the Russians on the best terms. Such was the man equally 
filled to serve his Country by his Courage, his Talents, and his Aildress. True original 
genius he possessed in an eminent degree. He was a decided enemy to any severe system of 
Discipline, and never would consent to inflict corporal punishment on a man if it were pos- 
sible to avoid it: when he was actually driven to it, he was more miserable and unhappy 
during the execution of a sentence than the culprit himself. lie understood mankind, and 
could lead them where he pleased. No man was ever more faithfully obeyed, yet knew 
he not the use of Terror. His hold was on the Affections and Reason of Man, aided by 
Example: and such a hold, that he could by it inspire cowardice itself with Courage and 
Enthusiasm. In all his life he never was known to do an unfriendly act to any Officer 
about him: if they behaved ill, and he was asked to prosecute them, he used to answer, 
** That there was no occasion for him to ruin a poor devil, who was sufficiently his own 
enemy to ruin himself." Expulsion from the ship was lln^ severest punishmenl he inflicted. 
He was literally what I have heard his Sailors, in their plain expressive language, say of 
him, “ Our N el is as brave as a Lion, and as gentle as a lAimb.” 

Captain Otway arrived at the Admiralty with the despatches on the 15ih of April, 
1801 : and on the l6th, on the motion of Thanks being made in the House of Lords by 
Earl St. Vincent, to Sir Hyde Parker, Lord Nelson, Rear Admiral Graves, and the rest of 
the Officers and Seamen who had served under them; the Duke of Clarence said, Thai 
success seemed to- attend the Valour of his friend Lord Nelson in every enterprise he 


undertook; and as a Prince of. the Blood, added bis Royal Highness, I acknowledge my 
personal obligations to thqjK gallant Commanders for the accomplishment of such a 
Victory. — ^In the House of Commons, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Addington, 


havmg made a similar motion for the thanks of that House, thus proceeded: To enter, 
Sir, ipto idl the^liarticulars of this great Action, is unnecessary; it is sufficient fer hm! to 
observp»^.t2HtL'^9 passing the Sound advanced to Copenhagen. 'J'hc situation 

was such, that all our ships could not possibly be engaged; in these 


such, that all our ships could not possibly be engaged; in these 
Ai'y. with a degree of judgment which reflected the highest 

i. r.nwl Valo/tn nAmp find ali%adv been covcFcd with 


whose name had already been covered with 
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Sj^lriutuur nii<l Renown, to the execution of the important Enterprise that had been 
ri'solved on; and great as hud b(M:n the Courage, great as had been the Skill, and the 
Siieecss, wliich Imd previously been shewn by the illustrious Admiral at Aboukir, they 
have been equalled or surpassed by the ability that was displayed in his attack on the 
Di'inish Fleet moored for the defence of Co|)enhagon.” — Mr. Addington then entered on 
that Address and Spirit, which his Lordship had equally manifested in sending the Flag of 
'J’ruce, and concluded Avith these Avords: I must add, that Lord Nelson has proved himself as 
nisc as he is brave; and has clearly ascertained, that the talents of a Warrior and a Statesman 
may he united in the same person. 

Lord Nelson to H. R. 11. Admiral the Duke of Clarence^ Kioge Bay, April 27» 1801. 

* Sir: 1 feel intinilcly your Royal Highness’ kindness by your expressions of attachment 
to me in the House of Peers, Avhich 1 am sure your R. II. Avill b«jlicve, that no conduct of 
mine shall ever be likely to diminish. As I think that all our fighting is OA'er in the North, 
1 am going to England: my health and circumstances absolutely require it. Admiral 
Craves desires me to present his dutiful thanks to your Royal Highness, for the very liand^ 
some manner you spoke of him. We are noAV, 1 belicA'e, Availing for Orders from home 
Avhal is next to become of us. I would strongly recommend keeping our Seamen actively 
employed ; for there has been, I suspect, something A’ery wrong going on in many of our 
ships, instigated in England. Believe me, for ever, your Royal Highness’ faithful servant. 
Nelson and Bronte.' 

Earl St. Vincent to Lord Nelson, dated Admiralty, Aj^nl 1801. 

‘ My dear Lord: It is impossible for me to describe the satisfaction expressed by his 
Majesty, his confidential servants, and the whole body of the people, at the conduct of your 
Lordship, and the Officers, Seamen, IMarincs, and Soldiers, who served under your auspices 
on the 2d instant; and all an; ctpially Avell disposed to give credit to your zeal as a Nego* 
ciator. You cannot have a stronger proof, than in your appointment to succeed Admiral 
Sir Hyde Parker in the command of the Baltic Fleet; on the conduct of wliich, the dearest 
interests of this Nation depend: And although the death of the late Emperor of Russia 
appears to have made a material change in the politics of the Court of Petersburg, it is 
absolutely necessary to be prepared for die sudden changes, Avhich too frequently happen 
in the political hemisphen:. I will seize the first opportunity to convey to the King the high 
estimation in Avhich you hold our friend Colonel Stewart: he is tlie bearer of this, and wilh 
1 am persuaded, be of great use to you both in negociating and fighting, if there shbuld 
be again occasion. That the same Divine Influence -which lias hitherto prospered all your 

< Very few letters rclatire to the Baltic, of which his Royal Highness possetaea a grnt nunber, aie. laa^ncd, 

iuitn political reasons. 
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Lordship's exertions in the cause of your Country, may continue to hover over you, is the 
fervent prayer of your truly aflbctioimte St. Viitcunt.’ 

In writing during the same month to his old Commander, at diflerent intervals, his Lord- 
ship said, ‘ 1 am in truth unable to hold the very honourable station you have eonlerrcd 
upon me : Admiral Graves also is so ill, as to keep his bed. 1 know not exactly the pur- 
port of Fremantle's mission : If Sir Hyde were gone, I would now (May 5) be under sail, 
leave six sail 6f the line off Bornholm to watch the Swedes and to cover our communication, 
and go to Revel, where I should at least, if not too late, prevent the junction of the two 
squadrons; that I shall never suffer, f will have all the English shipping and property 
restored; but I will do nothing violently; neither commit my Country, nor suffer Russia 
to mix the affairs of Denmark or Sweden, with the detention of our ships. Should I meet 
the Revel squadron, I shall make them stay with me until all our English ships join; for 
we must not joke. As die business will be settled in a fortnight, I must entreat that some 
pei'son may come out to take this command. May 7. It is no compliment, for it is true, 
that except those who have served in your School, I find such a deficiency of resource, 
that even I, who never had any com])ared with tw'cnty who served in the Mediterranean, 
am astonished: but by seeing others get on with the service, it is surprising what Example 
effects. I shall endeavour to do my best whilst I remain ; but, my dear Lord, I shall either 
soon go to Heaven, I hope, or must rest quiet for a time. My little trip into the Gulf of Fin- 
land will be, I trust, of national benefit, and I shall be kind or otherwise, as I find the folks. 
Hevel Bay^ May 16*, 1801. To your Lordship, I shall confine myself to what we clearly 
could have done with our Baltic Fleet, such as it was after the conclusion of the Armistice 
with Denmark. I shall not say more of the Swedes, than as we saw their force at Carlscroon, 
where they had wisely retired when they saw our frigates in the Baltic. On the 19th of 
April wc had eighteen sail of the line and a fair wind. Count Pahlcn (the Russian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs) came and resided at this place, evidently to endeavour to prevent any 
hostilities against the Russian Fleet here ; which was, I decidedly say, at our mercy : nothing, 
if it h M been right to make the attack, could have saved one ship of them in two hours 
after our entering the Bay; and to prevent their destruction. Sir Hyde Parker had a great 
latitude for asking for various things for the suspension of his orders: but 1 hope all is 
for the bMt; and that the Emperor has not deceived us. On Wednesday the 29th of April, 
Uie Bay of Revel was dear of firm ice; hnd, on that day, the ice in the Mole, about six 
feet thick, was cut, and three sail of the line got out and moored on the eastern side of the 
Bay, ahadutdy . unprotected except by a battery of six guns. By the Sunday they were 
all out, ftnirteen sail of ships; but I am not certain yet, whether the Fleet was t<*n, eleven, 
or twelv^ ships ,of the line; two were three-decked ships: they sailed for Cronsladt the 
saiAe day*' It hppeyou will approve of our coming here; we now know the navigation, 
,vdii. If. . ♦ » 
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slioultl circumstances call us Lerc again. All the folks are thieves, aiul think us Ihir game. 
Hardy and myself have managed the whole business here. May 17, 1801. 'J’lic answer 
from Count Pahlch, with all my correspondence, is under cover to Mr. Ne|)ean ; after 
such an answer, I hud no further business here. Hajs the Count any meaning in his gross 
falsehoods, or has it been an entire misunderstanding of my letter? Time will shew; but I 
do not believe he would have written such a letter, if the Russian Fleet had lx‘cn in Revel. 
A word for myself: since the 27th of April, I have not been out of my cabin, except in 
being obliged to do the civil thing at Revel; nor do I expect to go out, until I land in 
England, or am carried out of the ship. I therefore most earnestly hope, that some worthy 
Admiral will be arrived to command this Fleet, which I can truly say is deserving of 
any Officer; for more zeal and desire to distinguish themselves 1 never saw. In four days 
I hope to join Admiral Totty off Rornholm. May 22. I send you a plan of the Ray of 
Revel, drawn by our friend Colonel Stewart, who is an excellent and indefatigable young 
man, and, depend upon it, the rising ho|)C of our Army. As. there is no other plan in 
existence, perhaps you will direct a copy to be lodged in the Ilydrographer’s Office. The 
Fleet, when out of the Mole, always moor on the east side of the Bay, the outer ship is 
supposed to be protected by the fort, which is marked; there are, it is true, a number of 
guns, but as the Officer who goes there is not to be supposed to mind guns, if he ean get in 
and out again, in my opinion the Revel Fleet, whether in or out of the Mole, would be 
destroyed by a vigorous attack ; and that it may, if the Russians again give us offence, is the 
sincere wish of your affectionate sick friend. P. S. You have often spoke of that worthy 
Officer Admiral George Montague: I own, I long from his character to give up this Fleet 
to him, or some other good man.— May 24. The death of my dear Brother,* which I 
received only yesterday, has naturally affected me a good, deal; and if 1 do not get some 
repose very soon, another will go. Six sons arc gone out of eight; but 1 hope yet to see 
you, and to cheer up once more.’ — Earl St. Vincent replied, JIfay 31: * I have the deepest 
concern at learning from Lieutenant Colonel Hutchinson, that your health has suffered in 
so material a degree. To find a proper successor, your Lordship well knows is np easy 
task ; for 1 never saw the man in our Profession, excepting yourself and Troubridge,* who 
possessed the magic art of infusing the same Spirit into others, which inspUed>tlieir own 
actions; exclusive of other talents and habits of busine^,. not coiniQOn to naval characters. 
Bui your complaint demands prompt decision; we have.thereft^.'ft-xedon Admii|d Pole. 
Your Lordship's whole Conduct, from your first appointment to this hopr, Jk the subject of 
our constant Admiration. It does not become me to make comparbonVt.i;^ agree there 

• Maurice Nelson, his eldci*1i>fother, universally retiilmted by all who knew hin. . 

* In the year 1798, if Sir Horatio had not returned so soon from England, Bart St, Vluecpt had inteaSeA fo 
np|>oitit Ciipinin Tronbridge to command the squadron detached up tbe.MediterOincM* ’ 
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is but one Nelson, 'riiai he may long continue ihc Pride ol* his Country, is the fervent wish 
of your Lordship’s truly afFeelionatc St. ViNCUNt.’ 

lard Nelson in continiuition, June 12, 1801. * I feel truly thankful, my dc«Tr Lord, I’or 
your complying with my v(‘(|iicst ; and your very kind way of relieving me and seeing the 
Fleet resigned into such good hands, really has s(a me up. I shall give my friend Charles 
Pole every infonnalion in my power. .f««c 14. Kioge Bay. 1 hope the reply of the Admi> 
ralty to my letter of this day, will be clear and explicit, Whether the Commander in Chief 
is at lib(*rty to hold the language becoming a British Admiral.^ W'hich very probably, if 1 
am here, will break the Armistice and set Copenhagen in a blaze. 1 see. cvciy thing which 
is dirty and mean going on, and the Prince Royal at the head of it; but your astonishment 
will cease, when 1 assure you, that a French R(;publican Officer in his uniform, feathers, &c. 
is always with his Royal Highness. I'he measure is so indelicate towards Knglund, that 
you will not be surprised, if every thing which is sacred amongst Nations of Honour should 
be broken. The Armistice, except their ships Ireing absolutely hauled out, has been totally 
disregarded : ships have been masted^ gum taken on boards floating batteries prejmred ; and 
except hauling out and completing their rigging, every thing has l)een done in defiance of 
the Treaty. I do not, under our present circumsUinces, feel myself at liberty to pass over 
the Grounds with a part of the Fleet : but the moment I receive an assuranct; that the 
business of Russia is settled, 1 shall i)ass into Cojieuhagen Roads with all the Fleet, except 
Oiglit sail of the line to watch the Swedes until they are settled. My heart burns, my dear 
Lord, at seeing the word of a Prince, nearly allied to our good King, so falsified; but 
his c.onduct is such, that he will lose his Kingdom if he goes on, fur Jacobins rule in Den- 
mark. 1 have made no representations yet, as it w'ould be useless to do so until 1 have the 
power of correction. All 1 beg in the name of the future Commander in Chief is, that the 
Orders may be clear; for enough is done to bn'ak twenty 'I'reaties, if it should be Avished, 
br to make the Prince Royal, and his Republican Companion, humble themselves before 
British G^rosity.’ 

The preceding Memoir of the Battle, which has already detailed the various occurrences 
that 'tbok place- at Ct^nhagen, to the conclusion of this Armistice, next retraces J^ord 
NelsonV proceedings from^ hh being appointed Commander in Chief, as successor to Sir 
Hyde 'Parker. This intelligence had been- conveyed to him, as appears from Earl St. 
'Vincent’s letter, Cdfonel Stewart; and but for this appointment, such was the pixx'arious 
state of his Lordship’s health, that he had determined on returning to England in the 
Blaiijehe, cm the very day when the account arrived — * The first Signal,’ says the Memoir, 

* which Loi^j^elson laade,. as Commander in Chief, lyas to hoist in all launches and prepare 
to wei|^.' at sinewed hoV diffierent a system was about to lie pursued: it having 

been that' the Fleet should await at anchor fresh instructions from England rela- 
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tivr to the sialo of the northern affairs, an account of which had but lately been despatched. 
Lord Xclson, uho foresaw every bjid consequence from this inactive mode of proceed- 
ing, owed his bad health more to chagrin than to any other cause. The joy with wliich 
the Signal was received not only manifested what are the customary feelings on those 
occasions; but was intended as peculiarly complimentary to the Admiral. On the 7th of 
May, 1801, the Fleet Icll Kioge Bay, and proceeding towards Bornholm, anchored in 
blowing weather olf that island. The greater part was here left to watch the motions of 
the Swedes; and with a chosen Squadron, consisting of his ten best sailing seventy fours, 
iw'o frigates, a brig, and a schooner, Lord Nelson sailed Ibr the port of Revel. He wished 
for further satisfaction respecting the friendly disposition of the Russians, and thought that 
the best method of putting this to the proof, would be to try how he should be received in 
one of their ports. He sincerely desired Peace, but had no apprehension of Hostilities. 
Exclusive of a wish to %hew the activity of his Fleet, he had two other of:^ts in..view: 
persomilly to w'ait on the Emperor and congratulate him on his accession to the throne, 
and also to promote the release of the British merchant ships and seamen, who had been 
detained by the Emperor Paul. A favourable wind brought us, on the 12th of May, into 
Revel Roads, where he wtis rather disappointed at not finding tlie Russian Fleet : the 
early breaking up of the ice had enabled it to proceed to Cronstadt, three days before our 
arrival. \Vc came to anchor in the outer bay, and a friendly message was sent on shore 
to ihc Governor, Geneml Sacken, inquiring whether a salute was intended to be fired? 
Lord Nelson stated his being ready to return the same, and assured him of the above men- 


tioned friendly objects which he had in view in entering a Russian port. Cordial declara- 
tions of amity were returned, and a salute promised: this, however, being ii^lected, the 
Admiral again sent on shore, and was informed that the delay had arisen the miscon- 
duct ol’ihe officer commanding the artillery, who had been put under arrest in consequence, 
and that the salute should be given. This was accordingly done, but at so late an hour 
that our salute was not returned until the next morning. Lord Nelson having been idyited 
by the Governor, went on shore about noon on the 13th of May, and was repeived with 


all mililary honours. His letter having been. forwarded to the Emperor, great activity was 
exerted in providing the Fleet with fresh meat and vegetables. The joy which pervaded 
the whole empire on the death of Paul was manifest at Revel; nor.w^ 4^^ ^fltaceful 
circumstances that attended his death by any means concealed: the itie^iablilsldqg'a good- 
understanding with England appeared, on the other hand, to give and 

wt; were cordially received by the inhabitants, as well as the militaiy^ Oh^the lith of May 
the Governor returned Lord Nelson's visit, onbo^ t^ 8t.,0epige: hfe was accompanied 
by young Pahlen, the Minister's son, who' commanded a ril^giment of hussars in garri^ 
there, and by other militaiy cofhihanderis. They ever^ part of the ship 
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by Lord Nelson, and il was observable lliat the Cossack Officers "avc infliiilcly more alUMi- 
lion lo wliat they saw, than did any of the Russians. The interval between this and (he 1 6th 
of May, was employed by his Lordship in observation, and in act[uiring informalion of the 
harbour, mole and anchorage. Jt was decidedly his opinion, that had the Russian Fleet 
been hostile, it might have been attacked w'ilh success by liring the wooden mole, beliitid 
which it is always moored during the winter months: A position seemed als*) to ])reseut 
itself for a three decker across the mouth of the harbour, by wliich ship llje wliole dock 
might have been raked from end lo end. On the Kith of IVIay, about thn'e R. a\I. the an- 
swer to Lord Nelson’s letter was received fimn Relersburgh. Il was in terms expressive of 
surprise at the arrival of a lirilish Fleet in a Russian port; it prolessed amicable intentions 
towards the British Government, but declined the personal visit of the Admiral at the 
Capital, if aecompanied by more than a single ship. 

* Much may certainly be doubted, as to the good policy of our entering a Russian Port, 

under the peculiar circumstances of that jieriod. 'I’hc new Kinpemr was pacifically iiudincd, 
and might possibly have misconstrued the liberal views of l.«rd \elson: be this as it may, 
the event gave him an opportunity of displaying much energy of character, and much 
knowledge of human nature. The answer wjis from Count Pahlen, their Minister for Foreign 
Affiiirs; and was accompanied by a letter from Governor Sacken, expressing a wish that 
the British Fleet should retire from the anchorage of Revel. Lord Nelson received it a 
few minutes before dinner time; he apjjcared to be a good deal agitated by il, but said 
little, and did not return an immediate n'ply. During dinner, however, he left the tabic, 
and in less than a quarter of an hour sent for me to peruse a letter whic'h, in that short 
absence, he had composed. It was concise, expressed great indignation at the motives 
having been doubled which he had avow'ed for his visit to Revel, and lu: repi'ated that it 
would have licen his anxious wish, under other circumstimees, lo have paid his per&onal 
respects to the Emperor, and to have closed with his own hand the Act of Amity be- 
tween the two Countries. This remarkable sentiment was, 1 rcinember, in it, The tenrd of 
a British Admralt when given in explanation of any part of his conduct, teas as sacred as that 
of any Sovereign in Europe : It concluded with his intention of retiring with his Fleet iVom 
tlie coasts of tlussia. The signal for preparing to weigh was immediately made; the answer 
above mentioned was sent on shore, and although contracts had been entered into for fresh 
provisions, &c. for the Fleet, his Lordship would not admit of the least delay: but caused 
it to weigh and to stand as far to sea as was safe for that evening. It was only dark for 
an hour or two, during which time we Jay to, and at dawn of day proceeded d(jwn the 
B^tic: a brig was left- to bring off the provisions, and settle the contracts. When oil' Born- 
holm, we were Joined b^ t^i^Squa^ron under Captain Murray. A detachment from the 
Fleet was thedjtl^l^off ^ where a British merchant established in Denmark, 
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iNfr. Tiallbur, had contracted for the supply of fresh provisions, under tlie sanction of the 
Danish Cjovernincnt. Another detachment was sent on the same errand to DanUiic, and 
Jiord Nelson iiimsclf pn)eeedc(l with a few ships to Rostock JJay. 

‘ 'J'he keeping his Fleet continually on the alert, and thus amply furnishing it with fresh 
water and provisions, were the objects of his Lordship’s unremitted care; and to this may 
in a great measure be ascrilK'd the uniform good health and discipline which prevailed. 
Anolher point to which he gave nearly equal attention, was his economy of the resources 
of his I’h'Cl in regard to stores; their consumption was as remarkable for its smallness in 
the Raltic, as it was in the Fleet that Avas afierwards under his command in the Alediter- 
ranean. — Ilis hour of rising was four or five o’clock, and of going to rest about ten ; break- 
fast was never lal<*r than six, and generally nearer to five o’clock. A iiiiilshipman or tAVO 
were abvays of the party; and 1 have known him send during the middle watch to in- 
vite the little fellows to breakfast with him, when relieved. At table Avith them, he would 
enter into their boyish Jokes, and be the most youthful of the party. At dinner he inva- 
riably had every Ollicer of his ship in their turn, and Avas both a polite and hospitable 
host. The Avhole ordinary business of the Fleet Avas inA'tiriably despatched, as it had l)een 
by Earl St. V'incent, before eight o’clock. The great command of time Avhich Lord Nelson 
thus gjivc himself, and the alertness Avhich this example imparted throughout the Fleet, can 
only be understood by those Avho Avilnessed it, or avIio knoAV the value of early hours. The 
Russian frigate Venus, Avith Admiral Ischitchagofif on board, met us on our return to Born- 
holm; she had been in search of us, Avilh the answer to some pacific overtures that had 
passed iK iwccn Sir Hyde Farkcr and the Russian Government, and Avhich was of the most 
friendly description. Lord St. Helens also met us in the Lalona, on his way to Petersburgh 
on a special mission. At Rostock not an hour was lost in procuring fresh proA’isions for the 
Fleet. 'J'he greatest veneration Avas here shcAvn to the name of Nelson; and some distant 
inland towns of Mecklinburgh sent even deputations, with their public books of record, 
to have his name Avritten in them by himself. Boats were constantly rowing round his 
flag ship the St. George Avith persons of respectability in them, who were anxious to 
catch a momcnUiry sight of this illustrious man. He did not again land whilst in the 
Baltic; his health Avas not good, and his mind was not at ease: with him mind and health 
iuA'ariably sympathised, 'i'hc day after our arriA'al off Rostock, on the 36'th May, 1801, 
a Jlussian lugger brought the reply from Count Pahlen, to Lord Nelson’s letter Avritten on ■ 
leaving Revel. The ellect intended by that letter had been fully felt at P^tenburgh; a 
more flattering communication Avas perhaps never made from a Sovereign to the subject 
of anolher power, than was conA^eycd'ih the Minister’s reply. It apologized for any'mis- 
conccpiion of his Lordship’s views in having entered Revel roads, it expressed an anxious, 
Avish that Peace should be restored on the most solid basis; and in a paftiietlilar mn'nneiif- 
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invited Lord Nelson to PeloFsburgli, in whatever mode might be most {igrceal)le b) himseli'. 


I’he lugger, on leaving oiir PlecL with Lord Nelson’s answer lo this 
suliite; an act which implies mueli rnoiv in the Russian service than 


gra< ious lelierj fired a 
in many olhers. Lord 


Nelson's observation lo me. on my naurn from the shore, tvas, Did you hear that iUHe fellow 
salute? IVtll now, there is peace with Russia, depend on it: Our jaunt to Revet was not so had 


after all. 


* Alter being at anchor some days ofl Rostock, we were getting under wc'igh for Kiogo 
Ruy, when the l^ukc of jMcekiinburgh Strelil/, the C^ucen's brother, tvas announced lo be 
coining from Rut/o lo wait on Lord Nelson/ His Royal Highness was received with all 
the attention which the sudden visit could give liuu^ for, and was shewn by Lord Nelson 
through every part of the ship. We returned lo Kioge Ray on the, 5th or (ith of June, but 
remained there only a few days lo complete our water, Avhich could not bi; done at Ros- 
tock, and to arrange the stations of the various Squadrons that were- constanlly kept on the 
move. Lord Nelson’s principle was to keep all hands employed, and he used to say, A'o 
matter haw, and no matter where. In the mean limti, communications of tlu? most pacific na- 
ture were passing between us and tlie Courts of thf^ Northern Confederacy. Denmark and 
Sweden only waited for the decision of Russia, to accede to a general Peace, and Prussia 
had not declared licrsclf decidedly hostile during any part of the campaign. 'Fhe Enemy’s 
Fleets, with the exception of a single ship for the instruction of the Danish naval academy, 
were confined to their ports, and the intercourse of commerce, excepting coastways, was tem- 
porarily suspended: by the good arrangements, however, of Lord Nelson, nothing occurred 
on the face of these Northern seas, which could in the smallest degree tend to interrupt 
Negociation, or the returning good understanding between the Confederates and Great 
Britain. The St. George made her last cruise, with Lord Nelson’s fiag on board, off Rorn- 
holm, between tlie 9th and 13th of June; on which latter day he received the sanction of 
the Aflmiralty for his return to England, and the instructions of his Majesty to invt'st Rear 
Admiral Graves with the Order of the Bath. This ceremony was performed with all pos- 
sible dignity, on the 14th of June, on the quarterdeck of the St. George, Lonl Nelson 
laying the Sword on the Rear Admiral’s shoulder in the name of the King; he ucconq)auicd 
this by a very dignified and animated speech: never was Knight more honourably invested. 
Sir Charles Maurice Pole arrived a few days afterwards in the ./Eolus frigate, and received 
the chief command. 

* l^rd Nelsbn’s resi^ation was attended with infinite regret to the whole Fleet, and 


y In wi«p!ig,tO .Ear] St. Vincent, Jtine 1, 1801, hi»Lord»liip said, " I have made Lord Henry I’niilct my Mastoi 
of the dcraindhi^ and to wait on hU Higimen, in order to express my sorrow at not being able to go on <!|iurt> 
inyielf.” He thougbt..tlie cxartiwi would have killed nc, but from that moment 1 rallied, 

and my coug^ 
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tht’rc was a roniptclc clcprcssiou of spirits upon the occasion. He issued a very flattering 
Order of lliniiks and of praise, in which is to be found this remarkable passage: “ Lord 
NelsDii cannot but observe, wilh the highest satisfaction which can fill the breast of a British 

Admiral, that with the exception of , out of 18,000 men, of which Uk! Fleet is coin- 

|)osod, nut a complaint has been made of any officer or man in it; and he cannot but 
remark that the extraordinary liealth of this Fleet, under the blessing of Almighty God, is 
to be attributed to the great Begularity, exact Discipline, and cheerful Obedience of every 
individual in it. If it please God that the Vice Admiral should recover his health, he will 
feel proud, on some future day, to go w’ith them in pursuit of further Glory, and to assist 
ill making the name of our King and Country beloved and respected by all the AVoiid.” — 
lie embarked on the IQlh of .June in the Kite brig, Captain Digby, and sailed for England. 
By this last act, in declining the use of a frigate, he sheweil his usual preference for the 
good of the Service, over every consideration of personal convenience. Few Admirals, dig- 
nilii'd us he justly was, have chosen to return from their station in so small a vessel. He 
had <'vcn the intention at one time, that he might not remove a single pendant from the 
station, of traversing Jutland in his boat, by the canal toTonningen on the Fiyder, from 
Frederickest; and he proposed to me that 1 should accompany him. I remained for some 
weeks afterwards in the Fleet — I was witness to the general regret which his absence 
caused, and to the deep rooted attachment with which that great and good man had 
inspired every Officer, who had had the gooil fortune of serving under him — Take him for 
all in all, I fear tee ne'er shall look upon his like, again/ 

Admiral I*ole, who had been thus called on by the Admiralty to relieve his gallant and 
' lielovc-d friend, had been previously, in 1800, appointed Commander in Chief and Gover- 
nor of Newfoundland. 'J'o succeed such an Officer, and at so critical a moment, was a duty 
which they who know how Lord Nelson w'as regarded, can best appreciate; and no one 
in tlie Navy knew him better, or loved him with greater sincerity, than his successor. The 
Northern Powers were daily more and more disposed to become the friends of Great Britain, 
a hen the British Flt^et received orders to quit those seas. Admiral Pole detached a part, 
under the <*ommand of .Sir T. Graves, through the .Sound ; whilst Sir Charles himself deter- 
mined to make the experiment, of passing the Great Belt with nine sail of the line, which 
he accomplished in the most satisfactory manner, his flag ship, the St. George, leading; 
and as the wind w'us adverse, his ships were under the necessity of working through. 
By which means that Channel, which had never before been passed by line of battle ships, 
was eflcctually explored, and a confidence has thus been given to our late .^p^tations in 
tliosc seas, which must have proved of great national advantage. — Lord Nelson landed atv. 
Yarmouth on the first of July, 1801, and imniediatcly visited tlie Hospitals where the 
wounded had been conveyed aAcr the Battle of Copenhagen. He was escorted to i. 
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by the voluniccr cavalry; and on his arrival in London proceeded lo the house of Sir 
William JIamillun. 

During the summer of 1801 , Government received intelligence ilial ihc Invasion ol’ 
Great Britain by J-’rance might be certainly expected. Every pri paraliun nas innnediutely 
made with that energy and deliberate resolution, which have always marked our national 
character; neither despising the threats of our vaunting Enemy, nor snll'cring an}' agitation 
or alarm to distract our Councils. The general wish of the Nation that J.ord Nelson should 
be the guardian of that part of its southern cojisl, where it was cxpctrietl the Enemy would 
make the attempt, was gratified by the plan which the vigilance of ICarl Si. Vincent had 
proposed; the reasons for which are thus described by himself, in a letter lo Admiral Lut- 
widge, who had the. command in the Downs, dated Admiralty, . 7 w/// 24 . 1801 . ‘ The slate 
of the Enemy's preparations on diffei’ent jiarts of the Coast in the Channel, parlieularly 
opposite lo you, beginning to wear a very serious appearance, and all our intelligence 
agreeing, that a descent on some part of the Coast is mutually intended; it has naturally 
been matter of consideration, what measures would be most advisabh; to lie taken for our 
defence? And after viewing the subject in every shape in which it could present itself, no 
plan appears to me to be so cdectual for frustrating the Enemy’s designs, us that of placing 
the whole of tlic force applicable to that purtii'ular service, under the command of a Flag 
Officer who will have no other duly to perform, than that of attending to this important 
object. I am aware that the measure I have mentioned will materially interfert; with your 
command in the Downs; and I can assure you, with great truth, that T have so much 
respect both fur your public and private character, that F should not have; taki'n this, or 
any other measure that might lx: in any rcsjiect unpleasant to you, if 1 had thought it 
could have been avoided without detriment lo the public service. I'hc Ofliccr I have fixcti 
upon is Viscount Nelson, who will, i think, hoist his flag in one of the frigal(;s, and pro- 
ceed immediately to the co^t of France to settle the necessary arrangcnu'nts with the 
Officers now employed there. The command in the Downs will of 00111*80 lu* left in your 
hands, with the superintendence of what is generally understood to tie the Port duty, while 
it may be requbite to continue Lord Nelson in this situation.’ 

He immediately sent an account of this appointment to K. R. IF. the Duke of Clarcnci;. 

* Sir: I have thb morning received my Commission its Commander in Chief of a squadron 
of ships and vessels .employed on a particular service. My command is to e.xiend from 
' Oifordness to l^achey Head, on botli shores; but without interfering with either the Norc 
of Downs .command. 1 assure your Royal Highness, that 1 feel my ability to ivnder ser- 
vice in., this' new spit of command only in my zeal; if. many other respects I am sensible 
of- niu^^d^ciejanyf and require that geeat allowance should be made for me.'— -On this 
. t^^rviee>lie, again accompanied by- the Hon. Colonel Stewart, as his principal Aid dc 
VoL.’ti^ ’ 4 F 
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t'ani|). Sonic (‘xtracts from liis private Idlers to Earl St. Vincent, will give. Lord Nelson s 
own account of liis proceedings. 

‘ Juhf ‘JW/i, 67 /cfrwcf.v, 1801. Every tiling, my dear Lord, must have a beginning, and 
we arc literally at the. foundation of our fabric of defence. I agree perfectly with you, that 
we imisl keep the Enemy as far from our own coasts as possible, and lie able to attack 
them the moment they come out of their ports ... As soon as all the orders arc given, it is 
my intention to go to Deal and to consult with Admiral Lulwidge. Should the Enemy 
approach our coasts near ihe'Diamcs, our Dock Yards can man flat boats if they are kept 
in readini'ss. and lliis Yard has 1(X) men, who can man two flats w’hich arc ordered to be 
filled out. If the Unite arrives at the Note this day, J shall go on board her, in order to 
shew that we must all gt'l to our posts as speedily as possible. Deal, July SO. As I had 
aiTangcd evi'ry thing possible for me to do at Sheerness, 1 thought it best to set off for the 
Downs by the way of revershain, as I wislu‘d to see Captain Beecher on the subject of the 
Sea Eenciblcs. 1 had previously sent Captain Sheppard to desire that a Mr. Salisbury 
would meet im*; as he was a pereon of n»pet‘tJibilily, rich (got it by the fair trade) and of 
great influence amongst the seafaring men on that part of the coast, particularly about 
Whilsiable. I made him sensible of the nccessily of our ships, M'hieh were to be stationed 
off the Sand heads, bt'ing manned. lie thought if the Admiralty, through me, gave the 
men assurances that they should be returned to their homes, when the danger of the Inva- 
sion was passed, that the s<'a folk would go; but that they were always afraid of some 
trick: This service, iny dear Ivord, above all others, would be terrible for me; to get up 
and harangue like a recruiting serjeant — 1 tlo not think I could g<*t through it; but as I 
am come forth, I feel that I ought to do this disagreeable, service as well as any other, if 
judgctl necessary. I hoisted my flag here this morning. The Medusa (Captain Gore) is 
sent for, and T propose going over to the coast of Boulogne, if possible, to morrow or next 
day morning, and to take Captain Fyers of the artillery with me; to return here, and then 
to go off Flushing with a Captain Owen of the Nemesis: I have thoughts of fixing a squa- 
dron of small vessels under him, if i find him equal to my expectation from his writing, 
and of stationing Captain Bedford of the Leyden, whose good sense and officer like con- 
duct 1 have heard much commended, to support him oft' Flushing; and also for Caplaip 
Owen to have the chief command of the ships and vessels anchored off Margate Sand. 
July 31 , Deal. Our force will by your great exertions soon get so formidable, that the 
Enemy will hardly venture out. 1 shall endeavour in the mornipg to ascertain the possi- 
bility of destroying their vessels in the harbour of Boulogne. I send you the return of ntep 
in the Master attendant's department in Shcerness Y^ard (247)> tvho could man on an emnr-- 
geiicy the six upper vessels: for lhe lime must come, if the Enemy approaches, tliat alt;: 
work, except fighting, would stand still; therefore 1 propose^ if we have not men to man 
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them at present, that at least the vessels should be prepared and ready for the Dock Yard 
men to be put on board, commanded by their own oflicers; whicli would be of die greaiest 
consequence, and they could always get eitlier to the Essex coast or towards Margate, in 
any weather the Enemy would attempt coming over. Other Yartls may be also able to 
do much. 

‘ Of Boulogne, August 2, 1801. I have been looking at Boulogne diis morning, and 
see their line of vessels all armed which lie outside the port: Captain Fyers of the artillery 
thinks tliat they are stationed to add strength to the place. The r«'nch are erecting Bat- 
teries both for guns and mortars on each si<le tlu^ town, as if foarlul of an attack. All 
accounts agree, that fifty or sixty is the fiill number of boats, large and small, at Boulogne, 
and dial these I’an be moved out of the reach of shells: however, 1 have sent for the 
bombs, and will try what can be done. Medusa, off Boulogne, August 3. 'I’he wind Jailing 
neariy to a calm, and what was worse coming to the northward. I called llu; bombs «»tF 
after they had fired ten or twelve shells, some of which went as far as the town, but without 
any effect that we could sec. We have, however, ascertained that we can bombard the- 
vessels at proper times of tide, and, with the wind to the southward of the west, with great 
facility." I hope tlie wind will come westerly, when we can liilly try the cJfcc’t of shells. 
August 4. 'riie wind being at N. E. the bombs anchored at half past live abreast of the 
town. What damage has been done cannot be ascertained inside the pier; on the outside, 
two large floating batteries arc sunk, and one large gun brig cut her cabh's and run on shore, 
where she lies abandoned. The bombs are very well placed by their Captains, and the 
Artillery Officers and men have the greatest desire to do their duty. Boulogne is certainly 
not a very pleasant place this morning; but it is not iny wish to injure the poor inhabi- 
tants, and the town is spared as much as the nature of the service will admit. Very little 
damage has liccu done to our bombs. Captain Fyers is slightly wounded in the thigh, but 
remains at his post. I have paid them all a visit, and the Medusa is at anchor one cable's 
length from them. P. S. Since 1 finished my letter, one or two more gun vessels are de- 
stroyed.’ 

In writing the next day to H. R. H. Uie Duke of Clarence, the Admiral said, ‘ 'J'he 
. whole of this business is of no further moment, than to shew the Enemy, that, with im- 
punity, they cannot come outside their |H>rts. 1 see nothing but a desire on the part of our 
officers and men to get at them. I am now on my way off Oslcnd and Flushing, whence 
I shall, cross to either Margate or Iloseley Bay. Most cordially do I congraiulaie your 
Highness on the distinguished merits of Captain Keats, your opinion of him wa.s 
riii^j^.foni}jBd. let me assure you how sensibly I feel all your partiality for me, and 

^ frill jriwr continue to deserve it.’ 

.■ . Ifo sirl 4; A^l 6. * The wind being easterly I have deter- 
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minfcl to giw up for a few days iny visit to Flushing, and to do my utmbst to get the 
Feiu ihlf's utloat. The informalion respecting the number of troops assembled at Boulogne 
camioi be true; it is evidently a lie, most likely fabricated by some scoundrel Emigrant 
in London. 1 have now more than ever rcsisoii to believe, that the ports of Flushing and 
Flanders are much more likely places to embark men from, than Calais, Boulogne, or 
Dieppe; for in Flanders we cannot tell by our eyes what means they have collected for 
carrying an Army. Captain Fyers’ wound is so very painful, that I am sending him to 
Deal; I am sorry, at this moment, to lose the services ol so useful and zealous an officer. 
Again, and again, 1 congratulate and rejoice with you on Sir .lames Saumarez’ success: no 
small degree of merit must attach itself to your Tir>rdship, for nicking the time of sending 
out that squadron. August 7th, Margate Road. Vou have seen a copy of my letter to 
the Captains of the Fencibles. As iMargate will probably serve as a model for the situation 
of all the Sea Fencibles, 1 shall confine myself to it; and submit with deference, what in 
my humble oiunion is best to be done. But as they are only the thoughts of the moment, 
you must make due allowances, and much must require arranging. — Of the 2,6(X) Sea 
Fencibles enrolled between Orfordness and Beachy Head, only 385 have olfered them^ 
selvt's to go on board a ship and serv<* at the Sand Heads, See. The Sea Fencibles of Mar- 
gate:, for instance, consist of 118 men, their occupation is Pier men, belonging to the 
Margate hoys, and some few who assist ships up and down the river ; these men say, 
“ Our einployiiient will not sdlow us to go from our homes beyond a day or two, and for 
actual service but they profess their readiness to fly on Iward, or on any other duty 
ordered, wdieii the Enemy are announeed as actually coming on the sea. This, my dear 
Lord, we must take for granted is the situation of all other Sea Fencibles : when we cannot 
do all wc wish, we must do Jis w'cll as avc can. Our ships-fitted for the service, on both 
shores between Orfordness and the north Foreland, want 1,900 men, the river Barges 2 or 
300. Shall 1 try and arrange, that when the Invasion is coming, these ships shall be 
manned from particular places? In that case, wc must get as many volunteers as we can 
at present to take care of our shi])s, and trust to their being manned at the last' moment 
by the (almost) scmmbling manner I have pointed out; in which case the unmanned ships 
must be brought from (he end of Margate Sand into the Roads, and kept as safe as possi- 
ble with a few men. Respecting the River Barges, out of the twelve ordered to the Nore, I 
propose placing four on Whitstable Flat, and the others on the Essex side, about Mersey 
Island : these must be considei'ed as belonging to the Sea Fencibles, and in a certain de- 
gree under liie orders of those Captains, and the men exercised on board tH£m. It is my 
intention to gel over, if possible, to-moiTow to Hosely Bay qr H&rwicH,' and to have a 
raceling with Captains Schomberg and Edge. My Flotilla, ! hope, will be finished by 
Wednesday, and I am x ain enough to expect a great deal of mischief to the Enemy from it. 
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I am sure lha’-tlic I’rencli are Iryirig to get from Boulogne ; yet the least wind at W.N.W. 
and they are lost. I pronounce that no embarkation can tiike place at J^oulogne, whenever 
it comes forth it will bt; from Glanders, and what a forlorn undertaking: consider 
cross tides, &c. &c. As for rowing that is impossible. It is j»erfcclly right lo be prepared 
against a mad Government, but with the active force your Lordship has given me, 1 may 
pronounce it almost impracticable. 

* Off Harwich, August i), 1801, King George Cutter. We anehore<l with the Medusa yes- 
terday under Bawdsey Sand, and our Downs Pilolsarcso ignorani that they would neither 
carry us into Hoscly Bay nor Harwich. I stml off express for Captains Schomberg ajui 
Edge, and am nowhere, half sea sick, waiting their arrival.— -'I’lic men,l believe, will come 
forth, when the whole Country prepares for fighting and all other business stands still ; but 
they are no mote willing to give up their occupations than their Superiors. . .We are so 
prepared at this moment, on the F.nciny’s coasts, that I do not believe they could get three 
miles from their own shore. Many thanks for your giving my iriend ‘Bromwich the Warden s 
place at Portsmouth : I will answer for him. Medusa, Harwich, August 10. In truth,! have 
nodesirc, my dear Lord, for any thing else, than to get at a projier time clear of my present 
Conunand : in which I am sure of diminishing my little tbrtiine, which at this moment docs 
not reach 10,000/.; and never had I an idea of gaining money by uccepling il. I wrote lo 
Hardy to prepare to go into the San Josef. Do you still think of sending me to the Mcdiler- 
rancan ? If not, I am ready to go, for the spur of the occasion, on the Expedition which is in 
embryo, but to return the moment it is over ; for I am afraid of my strength. 1 am always 
ready, as far as I am able. 1 shall be at the Norc by sun-set. Mr. .Spence, the maritime 
Surveyor of this Coast, is going lo carry the Medusa out by a new channel. 1 1 is neces- 
sary 1 should know. all that is lo be known of the Navigation ; and I have Ix'en a toh'rable 
Pilot for the naputh of Uic 'fliames in my younger days.” The Medusa frigate had, at the 
time. of the Admiral’s writing this 'letter, run in through the proper Channel, Ivelween the 
I^idgie shoal tljlc Andrews shoal, and had anchored in the roiling Ground off Harwich, 
lb her jpassagpahe h^ touched once or twice, being a very large frigate of 18 ieet draught 
of wat^ip. On Mr. Spence’s going on board to shew the Admiralty orders he was under. 
Lord Nelson said, “ We have got the Medusa into this hole, but cannot get out again 
through the proper Channel, whilst this wind remains ; and although 1 have two or three 
Pilots on bpard, neither they, nor the Harwich Pilots will take charge of the ship in so 
dangerous a Navigation, mucli leu w^l they venf^urc over the Naze, as they cali’il ; but I 
mjost gej; to a|^dl liazards ip..tl^ fi^gate. 1 will therefore esteem il a particular 

j^vour^ if yohrVp^'^vi^ some ntea^Vto get me, out of tliis place into the Swin, by any 
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possil)l(‘ way in your power, or through any chaniK;! ; for I am in a great* hurry.” — Mr. 
S]>en(e had sjirvt’ycd the back Channel over the Naze very niinulely, and inimedialcly 
engaged to carry I he ISfedusa out that way : although he could not promise, there would 
be more than 22 or 23 feet at high water that tide, and perhaps not s<j much ; and even 
lliald'or three or four miles of the way would be through a ver^* rocky and uneven clianiu'l. 
'Fhe largest vessel that laid ever beforc ventured that way, drew only thirteen and a half, 
or fourteen feel. 'Fhe whole distance from the anchorage of the Medusa to the Swin, was 
about eleven miles. Mr. Spence, however, declared he was ready to run the risk. At the 
proper lime of tide, he accordingly got the Medusa under sail, and ran her out over 
the Naze or back Channel into the Swin, without any accident whatever. This Channel 
was aderwards named, by Lord Nelson’s tlcsirc, after the Medusa frigate in preference to 
his own name, which Mr. Spence had rctpioslctl. 

Tn continuation to Earl St. Vincent^ S/ieernesiSt August 11, 1801. * I came here last night, 
and found not one of the River barges... Our active force is perfet;!, and possesses so much 
Zeal, that I only wish to <-alch that Buonaparte on the water, either with I he Amazon or Me- 
dusa ; but himself he will never trust. II<; would say, AHez vans cm, and not Allans mes amis! 
1 hope these French, if they come this year, mean to do it before the 14th of Seplemlxsr, 
iH'vond which 1 fear the season will be too much for me. 1 know not, my Lord, at this 
moment where I had best strike a blow v/hich 1 wish to be a very hard one : you have well 
guessed the place Flushing, but I must be carefiil and not cripple our gun brigs. At (Xstend 
we cannot gel at them, therefore I am anxious for our howitzer boats ; but they will not 
keep pace with my wishes. No person knows of my ideas except Captain Owen, who has 
been long stationed there under Admiral Lutwidge, and Captains Bedford and Parker. 
August 13, Dotens. 1 send you the reports of the Sea Fcncible Captains in Sussex and 
lower Kent, that you may give them, if you please, to Nepean, but I thought it as well not 
to lay them before the Board ; for the clerks in all the public offices chatter so much, that 
nothing is a secret. I have reports from our ships oft’ Boulogne by a neutral just arrived : 
the account of troops given by the French scoundrels in our pay, is as false as they arc. 
1 am certain that in the towns of Boulogne and on the surrounding hills, the total nundicr 
covdd not exceed 2000 men. The Galgo arrived in the night from oflF Ostend j Captain 
Hawkins sissurcs me, that the boats collected at Ostend and Blackenburgh, may amount to 
sixty or seventy, that he is sure they could not carry more than fifty or sixty men each ; 
he understood that the poor devils of fishermen are sent off for Brest. Where, my desir 
Lord, is our Invasion to come from ? The time is gone ; owing to the precautions of 
Government, it cannot happen at tJiis moment, and 1 hope that we shall always be as 
much on the alert, as our Enemies. We must constantly guard our Coasts and the flats ; 
for Malden River and the flats of Whitstablc should always be ready for service. 1 now 



conic, iiiy Lord, lo consider <}f an iVuack— Flusliinp; is my c;rand objcci ; but so many ob- 
stacles arc in the way, and the risk is so great of llu* loss of some, vessels, ilial, under all 
cirenmslanees, J could hardly vcniurc without a consultation with you, and an arranged 
Plan with the lioard's Ordci's. Might not a grand Consultalion be held for gt‘lling at 
the Dutch ships at Ilclvoet, or to take possc.ssion of Flushing; but this must bo a w<;ck’s 
expedition for 4 or 50(X) troops, 'lo crush the Enemy at home was the fav«)uiiU“ plan of 
Lord Chatham, and T am sure you think it the wisest measure to carry the ^\’ar tVoiii our 
own doors. I pur|) 0 se, if to be done, to lake all the gun ve.sscls outside the Fierof Bou- 
logne —I should like your approbation. I own, my dear Lord, that this boat warfare is 
not exactly congenial lo my feelings, and X find I ge t langhcd at for my puny mode of 
attack, i shall be happy lo leael the way into llelvocl or Klushing, if (j«)vernmenL will 
turn their thoughts to it: whilst I serve, 1 will do it actively and lo the very best of my 
abilities. I have all night had a A'vt'r, which is very little abated this morning ; my mind 
carries me beyond my strength, and will do me up, but .such is my nature. 1 haie serious 
doubts whether I shall be sdilo, from my present feelings, lo go to the Arediterranean : but 
1 will do what I can — I require nursing like a child. Pray God we may have Peace anti 
with Honour, and then let us start fair tvilh the rest of Euro|>e. Aitgitsl 13, Dmc-iis. — 
'rimuks, joy, and congratulation on our success in Egypt ; it makes me bt;iier, but I am 
very sick. Your letter of yesterday is just read. I shall be gone, Gotl willing, to-morrow ; 
but no attack for probably two nights, to throw them olf iht'ir guartl.’ 

On the J 6 lh of August, he sent the following account of the Attack on Eoulogne, dated 
from on board the A'ledusa, off that Port : ‘ AXy tlear Lord : f am sorry lo tell 3 'ou that I 
have not succe.cdcd in bringing out or destroying the Ejiiemy’s Flotilla, moored in the 
mouth of the harbour of Boulogne. 'I’lic most astonishing Bravery was evinced by many 
of our officers and men, and Captains " Somerville, Cotgrave, and Parker exerted them- 
selves to the utmost." (Captain Jones owing to the rapidity of the tide was diivcn lo the 
westward of the line.) “ Conn in the command of thc.lJowit/cr Boats did evm y thing which 
was possible : indeed all behaved well, and it was their misfortune to be sent on a .Service 


'* The Senior Commander on the Service, belonging to the Eugenie, who led the First Division of 1:3 Bonis 
destined to attack the eastern end of the Enemy’s FJotillsu 'riie Second Division of l.'> Boats was Ipd l»y Captain 
E. T. Parker, and its subdivision, which advanced by the northward of Captsiin Parker’s point of attack, was kd 
by Lieutenant Williams, Senior of tlie Medusa. C^aptaiii Parker was nobly seconded in his attack by Jiicurcnani 
Langford in the Medusa’s barge. The Third Division of 15 Boats was headed by Captain Cotgrave of (lie Ciannct. 
The Fourth, destined to attack the westernmost of the Enemy’s Vessels, was led by Captain Jorie*! of the 'I’he 
Fifth Division of four Howitzer Boats advanced to support Captain Parker, under Captain Conn of the Disrovery- 
These Divisions had assembled under the stern of the Medusa, Captain Gore, who wiili Captain Ik'dfoid of the 
Leyden volunteered their service, under the above Commanders, which was handsomely declined by Lord Nelson ; 
and at halfpost eleven at night the Boats advanced in the best order possible. The firing began before one. 
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in which (he j>rocautiuns of the Enemy had rendered it impossible to succeed. We have 
lost many brave officers and men, 172 killed and wounded. My gidlant, dear friend 
Captain Parker, who was my Aid-de-Cainp, had his thigh very much shattered; I 
have my fears for his life. Lieutenant Frederick liUngford, niy Flag Lieutenant, who has 
ser^’cd w’ith me many years, was shot ihrougli the leg in attempting, with Parker, to board 
the French Commodore. The loss has been heavy, and the object was great. The 
Flotilla, Brigs and Flats were moored by the bottom to the shore, and to each other with 
chains ; therefore although several of them were carried, yet the very heavy fire of mus- 
tpictry from the shore which overlooked the Flotilla, forced our people to desist, without 
being able, as 1 am told, to set them on fire. No person can be blamed for scilQing them 
to the attack, but myself. I knew the difficulty of the undertaking, therefore I ventured 
to ask your opinion. Your kind letter 1 received half an hour before the Attack. — But, 
iny dear TiOrd, although T disapprove of unnecessary Consultations as much as any man ; 
yet, close to the Admiralty, I should not feel myself justified in risking our ships through 
the channels of Flushing, no Buoys and bad Pilots, without a Consultation of such men 
as yourself, and also, I believe, you would think an Order alwolutely necessary; but that 
must stand fast, for both Leyden and Medusa have lost all their best men, none else of 
coui-so being sent. Captain Somerville, whom I never saw until a few days ago, shewed 
all possible courage and good conduct, and succeeded completely in the fighting part of 
the business. W’ith all this sorrow for me, iny health is not improved ; my fever is very 
severe this morning. Ytmng Catlicarl behaved most execcdingly well, he saved Parker 
from either being killed or a prisoner ; f(»r every man in Parker’s Flat Boat being killed 
or wounded, his Boat drilled from the Brig alongside a Flat full of them, when Catlicart 
took her in tow and carried her oil’.’-— Lord Nelson in his public letter added, * Owing to 
the darkness of the Night, Avilb the tide and half tide, which must always make attacks in 
the Night, on the Coasts of the Channel, very uncertain, the Divisions separated ; and 
from all not arriving at the same haj^py moment with Captain Parker, is to be attributed 
the want of success. But 1 beg to be perfectly understood, that not the smallest blame 
attaches itself any where : for although the Divisions did not arrive altogether, yet each, 
except the Fourth which could not be got up before day, made a supccssful attack on that 
part of the enemy tliey fell in with, and actually took possession of many Brigs and Flats, 
particularly the Commodore. Tlic moment the Battle ceased on board, such v'oHies upon 
vollies of musquetry were fired directly on the decks, the Enemy being perfectly regard* 
less of their own men, that it was impossible even to remain on board to bum them. Allow 

_ t 

me, who have seen much service ibis War, to say, That' mole determined, persevering 
Courage, 1 never witnessed ; and that nothing but tlie impossiffility of being successful,’ 
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from the Causes* I have mentioned, could have prevented my having to congratulate ihoir 
liordships on bringing off the Enemy’s Flotilla. 

The Officers who piirticularly distinguished themselves in the Five Divisions, under 
Captains Somerville, Parker, Colgravc, Jones, and Conn, were, Mr. Kirbv, Master of 
the Medusa, Mr. Core, Midshipman, IJeulenant Paley, who commanded the Medusa’s 
launch, Hon. Mr. Maitland, Midstiipman, who was severely wounded, Mr. \V. Ikistow, 
Master’s Mute in the Medusa culler, under Lieulenant Steward, wlio was killed; and 
Captain Broome and Lieutenant Beem of the Royal Artillery, wlio were in the Howitzer 
Boats.' 

I'o Earl St. Vincent, most secret, August 17th, 1801. ‘ My ilcur Lord: I have rcal 
tlioughls of attacking the Enemy at Flushing, if it lx: possible to be done, the inoincnl 
Leyden and Medusa are manned. In that event 1 must run great risk, and only bog to 
be supported in case of failure. P. M. 1 Hnd by Captain Owen’s letters oft* Flushing throe 
days ago, that all the IDutch vessels have moved lower down the Doorlog'* Channel, evi* 
dently to defend it: 1 will go and look at them ; but attack I cannot without Pilots, nor 
wilhout Sanction. I own 1 shall never bring myself again to allow any Attack to go for* 
ward, where I am not personally concerned ; my mind sulfers much more than if I had a 
leg shot olF in this late business. I am writing between poor Parker and Langford; there- 
fore I must beg great indulgencies, only believe that I will do my utmost : i am ready to 
assist the Good Cause, and have no other view in my mind. Had our foice arrived, as 1 
intended, 'twas not all the Chains in France that could have prevented our folks from bring- 
ing oil' the whole of the vessels. Aug. 18. To niglit seven Howitzer Boats will be at work 
on them, and if we can get the Commodore's Brig (M. Pr^oreau) at the harbour’s mouiii on 
fire, many of. them will be burnt. Captain Conn, whom you got promoted, has, under 
Captain Fecricr, the entire direction of this business; and a more zealous, deserving Offic<r 
never 'was brought foprard. Captain Ferrier you do not know ; therefore it becomes me 
to tell you, that his sliip is in the very fine order,^ and that he is a man of sense, and as 
steady as old Time himself: I. am mdeh pleased with his regularity and punctuality. 
Every one speaks of Captain Somerville's Coolness end gallant Conduct ; 1 would not for 
the world have even my dear Parker promoted at the expense of Captain Somerville, 
who was an enUre stranger to me — believe me, my dear Lord, I have no interest but tor 
the Public Service.; 1 am fixed to look at Flushing and prepared to attack it, if flic Pilots 

• Rear Admiral LatoajiHls Trevilie, afterward* letter known' to Lord Nclaon, who commanded ilie Naviil Furre 
at Boulogne, atatod in his dificial Atpeount that he bad foreseen tlie Attack, and had prepred lor it, by getting on 
board the Flotilla battalions of ibla^'S?; and. loi^'ft<i(ii&ents; and that he had been appriswl of tlie approach of 
the Boglish by boats stationed for tW ptirmiib*'' ■ 

*» One of the four passages, for greSt betiy^n the Island of Walchcren and the Flemish Coast. 

.f von. II.. ; ■ .T ‘ ■ 4 k 
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can be persuaded to lake Leyden up: if it be within the pale of possibility, it shall be 
aiioiuptcd. — My dear Parker is, I fear, in a very bad way. Augtist 19. I believe Calais 
could bo bombarded, but do you tliiiik it is an object? I should not like the bombs to go 
without nio. — Heavy sea, sick to death — this sea sickness I shall never gel over. 

* Aug. 24, 18U1, at Sea. I weighed from the Downs: sending after we were under sail 
for old Yawkins, a knowing one. I examined him and some others separately respecting 
Flusliing, and 1 hnd that it is a very difficult thing to take any ship of sixteen feet draught of 
water up iliere, and without the Marks almost impossible. . .The French have expected me 
at Flushing every day ; therefore I look upon the attempt to be out of the question. I shall 
have a stout Squadron under Dungemess, which is a station far preferable to the Downs; 
both for waicliing tlic Enemy and as a safe anchorage, and perfectly sure of getting at 
them, if lliey approach that part of the Kingdom. It appears that the Enemy, whether 
they lie below Flushing or abreast of it, can ([uil their anchorage aby moment and go up 
inside the Dog Sand, M'hcre we cannot follow them. I am convinced, from what I hear, 
that the thing is not to be done; but if the weather be favourable to morrow, I will look 
at them in a cutler. Captain Owen is an Officer of great zeal, and wished to have removed 


all ob-stacles to get at the Enemy. — I never heard of more firmness than was shewn by the 
good and gallant Captain Somerville. I felt much in sending an Officer who has a ivife 
and eight children all dependant on his life: although he has not reported himself injured, 
yet 1 f(‘ar he has suH'ered in his head, by the bow gun of a Bfig that was fired over him. 
Your handsome letter will confirm to the Officers and the Men, when sent on necessary 
yet dangerous Duly, that at least the first Lord of the Admiralty values their extirtions, 
although success may not crown their endeavours: September 6. Many thanks for your 
high opinion of me, expressed in your letter of this day. Worn out I shall soon be ; and, 
if here, why then I shall be totally unfit for the Mediterranean Command. Parker suffers 
very much to day, and I am very low. Sept. id. Captain Campbell's spirit we are all 
ac:quaintcd with: the plan (forOorcc) is fixed in my mind, and at least the attempt is 
worthy of an English Admiral. It is one of those judicious enterprises in which we hazard 


only a few boats, and may destroy an Enemy's squadron. Sept. 19. I hbvc^ ^iren out 
this day the strictest Orders relative to the Discipline of th'e ships (in particuM meant for 
the gun brigs) and to have them always ready for service'. Hie new Gun Brigs dbelSMrtfunly 
very fine* vessels, and if the Commanders of them will keep the Ma, I shduld thiiik they 
might prevent much smuggling; but many of them wtu, requim igilhd a proper 

boat must be given to each for that ‘Service. In shOi^ Officers niust BerfbUjOd fit for the 
command, and the command not be, merely as a sindi^re, fit for Mudh refbrmi^lhk 

has been adopted, and, my dear Lord, much, vwjr much is neces^y.^^e historjii'OT!^ /; 
bomb Tenders will make you stare^but you know it all. , ' 
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the fate of poor Parker; our only consolation is, that every thing has been done which was 
possible: the breath is not yet gone, but, I dare say, he cannot last until night. Dr. Baird’s 
kindness and ability will make a lasting impression on me.”- Captain Parker’s strength 
rallied after this, and for a time JL,ord kelson indulged a delusive hope of recovery. In 
writing on the same day to Dr. Baird, he said, “ Dear Parker is my child, for I found 
him in distress. I am prepared for the worst, although 1 still hope.— I would come on 
shore and nurse him, couW I be useful. Say every thing that is kind for me to his 
Father; and if my Parker has still his recollection, say— God bless him.”— After his death. 
Lord Nelson added to Dr. Baird, ** You will judge of my feelings: God’s will l)c done. 
I beg that his hair may be cut off and given to me— It shall be buried in my grave. Poor 
Mr. Parker, what a Son has he lost. If I were to say I was content, 1 shoidd lie; but I 
shall endeavour to submit with all the Fortitude in my power. Speak every thing that is 
kind to the poor Father.’ — In writing to Earl St. Vincent, his Lordship dwelt with affec- 
tionate sorrow on this subject.. ‘ The scene, my Lord, with our dear Parker is closed for 
ever, and I am sure your good heart will participate in our grief, both ns a public and 
private loss: not g creature living was ever more dc.serving of our affections. Every action 
of his life, from Sir John Orde to the moment of his death, shewed Innocence joined to a 
firm mind in keeping the road of Honour, howet'er it might appear incompatible with his 
interest: his. .conduct in Orde's business won my regard. When he was abandoned by the 
world, your heart had begun tp yearn towcards him- -how well he has dcscr>'cd my love and 
affection, his actions have shewn. His Father, in his advanced age, looked forward for 
assisliancc to fliis good son. Pensions, I know, have sometimes been granted to the parents 
of those who have lost their liv^.in the sei-vice of their King and Country. All will agree 
none feH piore. nojdy than dear Parker, and none ever resigned their life into the hands of 
Uteir Creator, with more resignation to the Divine Will than our Parker. I trust much to 
your friendslMp to' ^commend .his Father's case to the kind consideration of the King. 1 
fear his loss. has a wound in h^rt which time will scarcely heal; but God is 

, good, and we ftiiuat^aU die.’ , 

‘ Amaxon, Apimber 1801;. I send K<4>cah another Pilots’ letter. I have experienced in 
tlie Sound the misery of having the honour of our' Country intrusted to a Pilot, who have 
no other thought than to keep tho ship clear of danger, and their own silly heads clear of 
shot. At eight the morning of the 2d of April, hot one Pilot would take charge of n ship. 
Bryerley, who was Davi^ge Gould’s Master in the Audacious, placed boats for me and tixed 
my order, sayingiir “ My yoti w^I command each ship to steer with the small red 

; hotise open with d^ilsuc^jl church is on wiiH a wood, the King’s Channel will be 
open/* Every body k^ws W^at I have suffered; and if any merit attaches itself to 
me* it was in combating tjhe dangers Shallows in defiance of the Pilots. The busi- 



ness of Pilots brings all this Ircsli lo my memory, and I long to have the Medal, which I 
Moul<l not give uj) to l.*c made an English Duke. — You know, my dear Lord, with what 
clu;orluliu?ss I came hero, and the Country, as your Lordship and Mr. Addington thought, 
attached a confidence to my Name which I submitted to, although I was conscious that 
niajiy more able Officers could Ije found every day in London; but my Zeal I will never 
give up to any man breathing. This Boat business must be over; it may be a part of a 
great plan of Invasion, but can never be the only one: therefore, as our ships cannot act 
any more in lying off the French coast, 1 own I do not think it is now a Command for a 
Vice Admiral. 'I'urn it in your mind. — It is not that I want to get a more lucrative situ- 
ation, far from it: I do not know, if the Mediterranean were vacant to morrow, that I am 
equal to underUike it. You will forgive me if I have said loo much; they are my feelings, 
which for several years 3'ou have allowed me to throw before you: not in an impertinent 
manner, but with ail the respect due lo your great Character and exalted Situation. I have 
answeix’d flawkius about the J^ilots exactly us you see it, That he was to go where he was 
ordered, without consulting Pilots, and that when the ship was standing into danger, they 
were to point it out; but that it was not allowable for them to dictate where it was proper 
for a ship lo be stationed in the Channel. From my heart 1 wish the Enemy would try 
and come over and finish the ^Var; although, without great care, I see the misery of Peace. 
Dnngeneits, Oct. 3, 1801. Nepean’s public letter has a little staggered me, whether it would 
be right, under our present circumstances with France, lo do a violent thing.!* I am pre- 
pan;d to run a fire Brig into Boulogne tiarbour the first fresh wind, at from W. N. W. to N. 
But I shall slop until the assent or dissent comes by telegraph to morrow. I intended not 
lo have mentioned this matter lo any one, even to you, until the trial had been made. 
However, it we arc on the eve of Peace, which is Dungeness news, it would be a bad recon- 
ciliation. If I fail in this plan, 1 purpose to make an Infernal of one of the Bombs, and 
to have fire boats, <SlC. &c. to keep them for ever in hot water. My mind is always at 
work; but I assure you 1 an) seriously indisposed and low spirited from private considera- 
tions. My public Duty is nothing, 1 could gel over five times as much were I in good ' 
health; and J find every creature kind, good, and afiectionaie towards me, and you amongst 
the first.’ ' 

On the 10th of October, 1801, General Lauriston, first Aid de Camp to Buonaparte, 
arrived in I^ondon with the ratification of the Preliminaries of Peace. The teiahnet in 
which the Mob complimented this French Officer gave great offehce to Nelsi^ j in writ- 
ing lo Dr. Baird the next day, he said, ‘ Can you cure Madness? for 1 am mad iiif iekd tliat 
Englishmen dragged a Frenchman's cUri-iage. I am ashamed for my Country.’ In a 
lo Mr. Davison, his Lordship afterwards obsdired, * England called loudly for Peace, aid < 
now I see it is to be abused; but Englishmen never are satisfied, full nor fttsiing.’-^A'^filr:- 
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ill n, loiter to T'^arl Si. Vincent, “ Most liearliiy do 1 coiigralulato you on licing a nioinbcr 
of thal Atlniiiiislralion, which lias been able lo comply with ilu; ahnosl unanimous wishes 
of the Counlry. All hands must now try lo keep IVcnch Men and French Principles out 
of our ha]>py Counlry.” 

I.ord Nidson soon afterwards reluriictl lo England, and went to the Villa he had piir- 
cliasod at Merton. One of the lii-sl steps which he appc'urs lo hav<; taken allerwards, was 
addressing a letter lo ihc Lord Mayor, respecting the silence in which the. Victory of Copen- 
hagen had been jiassed over by the City of J^ndon. 'I’lie Admiral notices this remonstrance 
wdicn writing lo Earl St. Vincent from Merton, Ntiv. '20, 1801 : ‘ I hope that you will approve 
ol'niy letter to the Lord Mayor: I owe it as a debt of gralilud*' to the brave Ofticers and 
men under my command on the 2d of April, ^'ou know, my dear Lord, the arduousness 
of the Enterprise, and also the full efTccts of the glorious lerminalion of it : vour mind 
must see the necessity of iny stepping forth, or £ should ill deserve lo be again si> supported 
on any future occasion.’ 

Admiral Tj)rd JSelson, Duke of Bronte, to the Lord Mai/or, Merlon, Nov. 20, 1801. 

‘ My Lord: I have seen in this day’s newspapers, that the Court of Common Council 
of the City of Loudon have voted their thanks to the bravo Army and Navy, who have so 
happily brought the Cainjtaign in Egypt to a glorious conclusion, and no 'I’hanks were 
ceitainly ever belter deserved. From my own experience 1 have never failed see ing, that 
the smallest services rendered by cither Army or Navy to the Counlry, have been always 
noticed by the great City of London, with one exception; J mean, my Lo’d, the glorious 
second of Aiiril; a day when the greatest dangers of navigation were overcome, and the 
Danish Force, which they thought impregnable, totally taken or deslroyeil by the consum- 
mate skill of our Commanders and by the undaunted bravery of as gallanl a Land as ever 
defended the rights of this Country. For myself, I can assure you that if I were only 
perso/ially concerned, 1 should bear the stigma, attempted lo be now first placed upon my 
brow, with humility. But, ray Lord) I am the natural guardian of the fame of the Ofticers 
of the Kavy, Army, and ISiarin^, who fought and so profusely ble<l under my coiimiand on 
thal day : in no Sea. Action this War has so much British blood ftowi.'d for their Kin<r and 
Country. Again, my Lord~I beg leave to disclaim for myself more merit than nalnrally 
falls to a successful Commandeif; but when 1 am called upon to speak of the merits of the 
Captains of tl. M. ships, and o^ the Officers and Men, whether Seamen, Marines, or Sol- 
diers, I lhat.d,ny fi^d ilie happiness to cpmmand; 1 then say, that never was (he (ilory of 
this Countiy upheld wiih rapre detenpined bravery than on that occasion: and, if I may 
b^^ullowcd to g|^e. an opinion as a^Briton, then I* say, that more important service was 
neVer rendered lOvbur King. and poultry. . It is my duly, my Loixl, to prove to the brave 
fellows my Companions endanger, not failed at every proper place to represent, 

vot. ir. ' ' ' 4 I 



as wc'Jl as 1 am al)ic!, their Bravery ami iiiorilorioiis Conduct. Wlien I am honoured with 
Vdiir Lordship’s ansn'or, I shall coniinunirate it to all the Officers who sciTcd under my 
command on the second of April: and 1 also heg leave to inform your Lordship, that Rear 
Admiral Sir Thomas Graves, K. B. and the Honourable Colonel Stewart, performed the 
mo'jt imporUiiiL service on that day.'* — Lord Nelson, afterwards, thus expressed himself on 
this subject to Mr. Davison: ‘The (’ity of London has never yet failed noticing Sea 
\’ictories, and I trust, as the first commercial City in the World, it never will. I nmiein- 
ber a few jeai-s back, on my observing to a Lord Mayor, that if the City continued its 
g('n€*rosity, we should ruin them by their Gifts, his Lordship 2>ut his haml on my shoulder 
and said ‘ Do you find I'idorkH, and tcc zsilljind lituards.’ I have kept my w'ord, and have 
since found two complete Victories — I have a fair and honourable claim ; my part of the 
contract has been now doubly fulfilled.’ 

During the short interval of Peace that ensuctl, Lord Nelson had an opportunity of 
dis 2 )Iaying his abilities, as a Senator, in the House of Peers. Whenever he sjaikc, the 
house M'sis always particularly attentive to the information, and integrity which appeared 
in his observations. In the debate on the Preliminaries of Peace, Nov. ‘3, 1801, he 
stipf)orled the opinion of his friend Earl St. V'incent, that the Terms were equally ho- 
nourable and advantageous to this Country, and he defended the Preliminaries against 
the imputation of loo extensive Vessions. — In writing, afterwards, to Sir Brooke Boolhby, 
his Lordshij) again delivered his sentiments respecting the Peace : — “ We are now at 
peace with all the ^^'orld. T am the friend of Peace, without fearing War: for my Poli- 
ticks arc, to let Prance know that we will give no insult to her Government, nor will wc 
receive the smallest. If France takes unfair means to prevent our trading with other 
Bowel’s under her inlluenee, that 1 should consider as the greatest act of hostility she can 
shew us. 1 think our Peace, is strong, if we act as wc ought with firmness, and allow France 
to pul no false constructions on the words, or on omissions in the Treaty.” — On the preced- 
ing 8()lh of October, his Lordship had thus nobly seconded the motion of Earl St. Vincent, 
that the thanks of the House be given to Rear Admiral Sir J. Saumarex, K. B.-for his spirited 
conduct in the Action with the United Fleets of France and Spain off Algcziras : — “ I have 
the honour, my Lords, to be the friend of Sir J. Saumarez ; and I will assert, that a greater 
Action was never fought. Before that Action, Sir James undertook an Enterprise which 
none but the most gallant Officer and the bravest Seaman would have attempted : He had 
failed through the falling of the wind; for I will venture to say, if that had not failed him, 
he would have captured the French fleet. The promptness with which Sir James refitted, the 

• * 
it is observed by Monlesquicu^ who bad particularly studied the English Character^ in bis L*£sprit des Loiic^ " 
'I'lipse People, of whom I treaty would scarcely endure the slow pace^ the detuils, the phlegmatic^ cqgl . 
cx'i'diiig of Kegociaiion : they would often lose by their Treaties what tliey had gained by tlieir Arikhs.* ‘ * 



spirit with wliicli he ulluckcd a supcMior force, after liis recent tlisjisler, and lh«^ masterly 
conduct of the whole Action, I tlo not think \verc^ i‘vcr surpassed.” — On the I'Jth of No- 
vember ensuing?, his Lordsliij) seconded, in tenns of j^tMicral euloaiiuin, J,ord Hobart’s 
motion for thanks to the Delivci'ers of Egypt from the French: And iluring the next 
year, 'Mart h 30, lie expressed liis opinion, when writing to Mr. Davison, rcspecting»tl»c 
Debate, March 29, on the. arrears in his Majesty’s Civil List, at Avhicli his liord.sliip liad 
attended — “ I was in llte House last night and voted for the payment of the C'itil List. 
Lord MoiraV sentiments I admired most exceedingly, and hope that the public will be; 
made to undei*stand the. Civil List belter, and not to fancy that all goes into the King’s 
pocket, liord Moira said enough to sugge-st a Elan that would be very sim|)le. .So far 
from the King having given away too much,] think he has been by far l«)o parsimonions.” 

On the 26lh of April, 1802, he lost his e.xccllent Father, wlu) expired at Hath in the 
79lh year of his age ; and during the winter of 1800 his Jiordship had been afllici('d by 
the death of his early friend and patron Lieutenant Governor Lock(“r, December 20’, at 
Greenwich Ilo.spilal. Jiord Nelson, to recruit his health and s})irits, in tin; month of 
duly made a tour into Wales, ^vith .Sir AV. and Lad}’^ Hamilton, ami passed through 
Oxford, Gloucester, Monmouth, Brecon, and Milford. lie allerwards \isitcd Swansea, 
Hereford, Ludlow, Worcester, Binningham, Warwick, and Coventry, 'riic Frectlom of tin; 
cities of Monmouth, Hereford, and Worcester w'as presented to his Jiordship in the most com- 
plimentary manner; and the gratitude of his countrymen was publicly displayed ihrongh- 
out the whole excursion. On returning to Merton his lime was prinei|>al!y occu|netl in 
his little farm, and in directing the alterations he had projected. “ I am really,” said he ii\ 
writing to Mr. Davison in October, “ so very little in the world, that I know of nothing 
beyond a newspaper. J own m 3 '^self selfish enough to w’ish you in .St. James’ S(j[uare ; for 
at your breakfast I heard all that was going on in the great w'orld, and it was a eciilral 
place where any one could meet me. 1 have seen Mr. Addington and Lord .St. A’incenl 
several times ; but our convcnjalions were like .Swift’s and Lord Oxford’s. Vet it w'as not 
difficult to discover, that we felt our importance in the scale of Europe degraded, if 
Buonaparte were allowed to act as he has lately done ; and that it w'as necessary for us 
to speak a dignified language.” 

On the 12lh of December, 1802, on the bill for a Naval Inquiry into certain abuses 

that prevailed, Lord Nelson spoke at greater length than he had done before : thinking it, 

% 

• Oa the Cth of February 1802 , Lord Nelson was iaformed that he had been created a Kniglii of the Onler 

of St. Joachim, in Franconia. ^ 

r*It would be well worth while, said this great Military Officer, to have the nature of the nppmpiiation 
of the Sum voted for the Civil List explained to the Public, that Men might see how very small a portion ol it w.-is 
j tft defray the King's personil expenses ; and how much greater a part was neeestsaiily e.vpemled in sup- 
pt^of ^ Salbrle^ of the High Officers and Judges of the land, in suppoit of the due .'Vdininistiaiiuii of Ltiniiy, 
Justl0(^xad'Ll||i!^' lutd bow nHich more went again to the Public Services of the Stale.' 
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;i ' 111 ' (li'cl.nvJ, to hi' his duly lo say a few words in regard to a bill, of whiffh the .ol)jccts 
had an express roti'ieiieo to the interests of his Profession. AHer mentioning the eonfidenee 
tliat might be placed in the aiithoritative Inquiry of the Commissioners, he thus ])ro- 
ceeiled : “ And truly, iiiy Lords, if the bill be thus superior lo all objeelioii, T can aflirni, 
that the necessities, the wrongs of those who are employed in the Naval Service of their 
Country, most loudly call for the redress which it proposes. From the highest Admiral 
in the Service, lo the poorest cabin boy that walks the street, there is not a man but may 
be in distress w’-itli large sums of money due to him, of which he shall, by no diligence of 
request, be able to obtain payment; there is not a man, whose cntroalii's would be 
answered with aught but insults at the projiev places for his aj)plicalion, if he came t\ol 
with particular recommendations to a preference . .. Ait thest? things to be* tolerated ? Is 
it not fur the interest, is it not for the honour of the Country, that they should as speedily 
as possible be redressed?" Ilis Lordshi[) also on the third reading of the IVdl, on the fol- 
lowing day, expressed his desire, that the nece.ssary inquiries into the flagrant abuses by 
Prize Agents, might bo made the subject of a sepamte Act ; observing at the same tinu', 
that there might be instaruTs in which the delay of payment resulted from unavoidable 
accidents. 

During the ensuing winter he drew up the following Retnarks on manning the .Navy, 
in a more eflicacious and popular manner than that which had been so long adojiled ; 
A\hich he pn'sented on the 1.3th of February, 1803, lo Earl St. Vincent: “At a time 
when the Seamen, as I have been repeatedly told, notwithstanding their good pay and 
abundance of the very best provisions, manifest a mluetance to enter into the Naval 
Service ; it becomes, in my humble opinion, a duty for people conve.rsant with iho manners 
and disposition of Seamen, lo turn our thoughts on the mode of inducing them to be fond, 
and even desirous of serving in the Navy, in preference to the Merchant Service. 1’heirpay 
an«l prm'isions cannot possibly be improved from what they arc til present ; but, I think, 
ti Plan should be brought forward lo register the Cerlifictiles given lo Seamen ; and a form 
of Certificate, to be genenil and filled according to Regulations issued by the Admiralty 
under the authority of an Act of Parliament. The greatest good would result from such 
a Regulation, lo the Seamen, who arc by hundreds in distress in London, for want of Cer- 
tificates authenticating their persons ; in default of which so many wrong Seuineti ' ha^e 
been paid, that neither the Pay Office, nor any Prize Agent will venting tp ’pay the 
Seaman* his just due ; and the benefit to those Seamen producing good Chafa'clers, having 
never been concerned in Mutinies, or deserted, &c., &c., would much benefit them in : 
getting good births in the Merchant* Service. 

‘ When we calculate by figures on the expense of raising Scamhn at, I think it is said, 20/. 
per man, and that 42, (XK) Seamen deserted during the late War, the loss in money in » 
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thal poiiil alone, iinionnls lo 840,000/; williout, (akinir iiilo consideration (ho ”rea(er 
expense of raising more men, and certainly nol so good as those who have been ns<’<l to 
the King's Naval Service. J shall llaTcfore propose, dial every Seaman «lio has s('rvcd 
fuillifully five years in W’ar, and by his certifiea(i*s has never been concerned in Mutinies, 
iior deserted, shall leccive every Now Year’s Day, or on the King’s llirth Day, (he suiy of 
two guineas ; and if he serves eight years shall have four guinea',, <'\clusivi' of any pemsion 
for wounds. It may at fiisl sight appear to be an enormous sum for (he Stale to pay; 
but when it is consiilen'd (hat the averagi' life of a Seaman is from hanl service finished at 
forty five years, he cannot many years enjoy (he Annuity; to assist in paying a Inch, (lie 
interest of the money saved by their not deserting would go very far. And perhaps, as llu'. 
Merchants givg large wages in War, a tax might be impost'd wIk'ii wages are above sueli a 
sum: this would answer one of these two purposes, either making (he increase of wages, 
in the JVlerehants Service, beneficial to those who serve (heir King and Country in the 


Navy; or, by keeping down the Merchaiils wages, render desertion less templing. ]Much, 
very much can Ijc said, and is ncce.s.sary to be consitleri'il on this subject ; bul the more I 
think of it, the easier it appears to me to lie ]>ut in practice. Prize Mt)ncy to be as rcgii- 
larly paid in London, Portsmouth, Plymouth, &c. a.s Seanu'ii’s M'ag<rs: (his is so easy and 
simph', that a very few days would, in niy opinion, complc((^ such a plan. 

‘ But the great thing necessary to guard against is Desertion ; for notwithstanding all I 
hsivc propose.d to induce Seamen to serve faithfully, yet a sum of mom'v, and licpior, held 
out lo a Seaman, are too much for him : he first alhnvs himself t«) be seduced, hi' then 


Ix'comcs fearful of apprehension, and afterwards wishes and exerts hiinsi'lf logel out of the 
Country, in the Merchants employ. It will be found, if necessary to bo inipiired into at 
the Navy Oflice, and 1 know it — That whenever a large Convoy' is assembled at Portsmouth, 
and our Fleet is in Port, not less than 1000 men ilesert from the Na\y; and 1 am sure that 


one third of this number from want of clothes, drinking, and other debauchi'rics, are lost 


by dchth to this Kingdom. I shall only relate one fact, out of a thousand a Inch could be 
brouglit forward: A Ship, from London, clears at Gravesend for her \'oyage to India. 
Amongst other papers, the names of her Crew ami number arc necessary; (he. nanu's, ipia- 
lities, &c, are properly filled up, and the ship to a common observer is full}' manned ; bul 
the fact is this, the ship is navigated to Portsmouth by ticket men (men who are pi-otecied 
from the Impress for some cause or other), the Owner or Captain scuds to Portsmouth, and 
crimp»» I have been told in one instance as far as fifty men— twenty-five able .seamen, 
fifteen ordinary, and tqn landsmen, the bounty being of course difi’erent according to 
their qualifications; the Ticket Men leave the ship, the Deserters laki' up tin.' names, and 
awaj.^jr,go. 

. Knotfing the cas^ an Act of, Parliament would, if not entirely, very ne;irly prevent 
■’ Vo^. Ill ■ ■' 
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Jliis inrainons coiuUici ; the Regulation J think would l)o very easy and simple. I am 
seiiMhle (lull no Plan for these very itnporlaiil purposes can be matured by any one head, 
ni'.ieh less by mine ; but as these ideas* flow' from a pure source, and a sincere desire to 
beneiit our King and Country, 1 submit them, with defeniiice, to much wiser and abler 
mey, than Xni.soM axo Buonth.’ 

At tin' Ix'ginning of this year, he had appeared on being subpoened at Colonel Despard’s 
'I’rial, i«) bear testimony to the former conduct of that deluded Officer. 'I'he Admiral accord- 
ingly tleclareil, that they had honourably sen'cd together in 1780, on the Spanish Main, at 
the attack on Fort San Juan. Lord F.llenborough, in noticing the testimony of Nf.i.sow, 
observed, That it hail been given by a Many on whom to pronounce an Pnilogy a ere to u'uste 
tiords. 


On the first of April, 1803, his Lordship was examined before the Commissioners of 
Naval In(|uiry, M'ith regard to such abuse's respecting Prize .Agency, as had come under 
his knowledge; and on the 14lh he sent an account of it" to flis Royal Highness the Duke 
«)f Clarence, adtiing, ‘ 1 am ready. Sir, to combat all objections.’ 

.After the Baltk? of Cojrcnhagcn his Majesty had created the noble Admii’al a Viscount, 
and during the month of August, 1801, the Patent of Entail of his J^ordship’s rank w’as 
announced, in which the Dukedom of Bronte was first mcntioiu'd : The Patent was 
thus prefaced — “ His Majesty is graciously pleased, in consideration of the great and im- 
portant services that Renowned Man, IIoratio Viscount Nelson, hath rendered to 
his King and Country; and in order to perjietuate to the latest posterity the remembrance 
of his Glorious y\clioiis, and to incite others to imitate his example, to grant the dignity of 
a Baron of his United Kingdom of Givat Britain and Ireland to the said lIonAXiO 
ViscocNt Nelson, K. B. and Vice Admiral of tin; Blue Squadron of His Majesty's 
Fleet, &e. c'tcc. &c. by the name, style, and title of Baron Nelson of the Nile, and of Hilbo- 
rough, in his County of Norfolk.” — 'I'hesc Honours were entailed on his Lordship’s Father, 
and after his death on the Rev. Dr. William Nelson, his only surviving Son : and in Oase of 
default of heirs male from that branch, they were also inilailed, first on the heirs male of 
his Lordship’s sister Susannah, wdio had married Air. Bolton, and secondly on tin* heirs 
male of his Lordship’s sister Ca i'iiakine, who bad married Air. Alatcham. 


1 - A Plan iliat in wnne tlt-groe rcsfinbicd these ideas of Lord Nelson, may be found in the Bill brought into the 
Parliuuieiit about tin; tnidtile of ilu‘ last century, after the Register Bill had been disapproved, in consequence of 
the tliflieulwes that were then found in manning our Fleet, which hod been alluded to in the King’s Speech. The 
tweiity-llircc Resolutions Unit were agreed to, are given in the Gentlemi||l*S Magazine for 1740, (Vol. X. Page 
.5 to.) 

*' Vol. I. Appendix. The New. Prize Act has regulated many of these Abuses. 
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BOOK THE THIRD. 

SECTION IV. 

From the appointment of l iie Admiral Lord Nehon to the Command in the ]\leditenanean, to the l»at//e of Trafa^f'af , 
WHILST S£KVING ON BOAUP Ills MAJFSTy's SHIPS AMPHIO.V A M> VICTOin. 

From 1803 lo 180. i. 


Anno 
yLtal. 4>. 


The fallacy of the Peace of Amiens so<m bi'canu'. apparent, nolwilhslanding 
all the sacrifices wliicli Great Britain had so nolily made, to sati.sly ihe military 
rie.spotism and to arrest the insidious designs of the goveriiinenl of prance. As fjord 
^Jelson observed in the debate on the Preliminaries, “ 'I’lie King had often assured his 
Parliament, that he would Ixj ready lo aceedc to lerms of Peace, as soon as the govern- 
ment of Pranee should wear an appearance of permanency." The' experiment had been 
tried, and the British Nation, fully aware of its inellicucy to answer the intended objec ts, 
entered into the present civentful eonlest with a greater degree of unanimity, and a more! 
general conviction of its necessity. I’hc decision and sj>irit Avhieh marked the operations 
of our Government, irritated and astonished Buonaparte; who endeavoured by his conduct 
lo our Ambassador, Lord Whitworth, at the Court held at the Tuilleries, March 13, 1803, 
to asperse the humanity and integrity of the British Charsicter; iSious avons, said he, (Ujil jait 
la gMc/vr paiflaiU (fuinze ans: As he a[)pearcd to wait for a reply. Lord Whitworlh obsi'i ved, 
C^en eU dijtl trap. Buonaparte; answered, mats tons voiila: la fain- encore (piinzc annhs, ct 
vous m’p Jorfcz. After some; time he added, vans poarrez pcul-ctrr tucr la I'rancc, niais 
jamais Vintimider. liOrd AVhitworth, unaffected by the total want of dignity as well as 
decency whitrli had been inanifcsled throughout, contented himself by thus delivering tin; 
real sentiments of his government — On m voudroit ni Fun ni F autre: on voudroit vh re en 
bonne intelligence avec die. 

'ilie Command in the Mediterranean had been long destined by the Admiralty for Lord 
Nelson, as has appeared by some letters addressed lo Earl St. Vincent from the .ildmirnl. 
On that station a considerable part of his professional life had been already s[)cnl ; ho had 
even for a short period acted there already as Commander in Chief, and had before ac'cpiircd 
a perfect knowledge of the political interests and complicated duties which it embraci;d. 'fhe 
Corrcspondcilce which his Lordship afterwards carried on with the Ministei’s at home, with 
the different States in the Mediterranean, and with various eminent Officers in the Navv ami 
Army with whom ho was associated, has been carefully preserved. A.s the Commentaries 
of a great Warrior and Statesman, written at the moment when the different events M’hich 
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ilirv iloscril)(: look place, they possess eonsidertible value, juid must imparl an additional 
inicivsi. Some loUers have necessarily been reserve<l, as coiUaininj' hints for the public 
iK'iiclii of his (’ountry; which may possibly have escaped the watchful attention and well 
remilated system of secret intelligence, in w hich the Trench are so decidedly our superiors. 
Tile siibse(|mMit Narrative principally consists of a selection from this extensive Correspond- 
ence, occasionally illustrated bj' such collateral information, as has been furnished from the 
most respectable sources. 

At the beginning of April, Lord Nelson sent the earliest intelligence of his appoinl- 
m(*nt to the Aledilerranean Tleet to II. II. H. the Duke of Clarence:—* April (), 

Your Koval Highness knows that you have aright to command me; and il was my full 
inlimlion when the thing was fixed for my going, to have oflered my services to you. All 
that 1 know oflicially is, that the Cabinet, through the mouth of the Tiist Lord of the 
Admiralty, have named me for the command in the Aledilerranean — that il might be 
necessary for me to go out in a frigate, and that the Victory should tiiilow. I am truly 
impressed w ith all your goodness to me. I assure you, J shall endeavour to merit the con- 
tinuancc' of that friendship, which you have been pleased to honour me with for upwards 
of twenty-three years. — My dear friend Sir AVilliam Hamilton'' died this morning; the 
world never lost a more upright and accomplished gentleman . — ylpril 17- I agree with 
your Koval Highness most entirely, that the son of a Kodnev ought to Ixi the protege of 
every |>erson in the kingdom, and particularly of the sea oflieers: had 1 known that there 
had been this claimani, some of my own Lieutenants must have given w'tty to such a name, 
and he should have been placed in the Victory — she is full, and I have twenty on my list; 
but whatever numlK’rs 1 ha\e, the name of Koijm:v must cut many of them out. — I am 
well aware that, in my Prize jilaii, lawyers must remove all the difBculties that Avill occur 
in the completion. Aluch, very much is necessary to be considered on every part of it, 
but I think many obji'clions would be overcome by a temperate and serious discussion. 1 
was told tin; diHicullics were insurmountable, or nearly so: My answer was, “ as the thing 
is necessary to b(‘ done, the more diflicullies the more necessary to try to remove them.” 

Lord Nelson finally received his a|)poinlmenl sis Commander in Chief in the Alediler- 
niiiean. May J(i, 1803; smd in answer to the oflicial letter from the Hoard, said, ** Their 
Lordships may always rely on my strict obedience to their orders, and 1 rely with confi- 
dence on their liberal construction of my actions.” — Oti the 18th he left liOndon very early, 
and arriving about noon at 1^>rlsmoulh, hoisted liis flag on board the Victory, Captain 
S. Sutton, Captain ficorge Murray first Captain; and sailed on the 20lh, in company with 

'' At Sir William’s death his pension iit' IgOO/. aycar ceased. Lord ftelson during the ensuing mouth. May 17, 
setih-d the siiiiic on Lidy IJainiltou; desiring Mr. Davison to pay.tfit tiie first day of each succeeding uiooth the 
-mil of one hundred pounds, until further orders. 
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llio Ainphion’, Caplain T. Hardy. On ihc 22(\, tlioy wciil lo llic' Jilack Rocks 
oir lircsl to meet Admiral Cornwallis, who had been hh)w'n oil’ his station ; and il blowing- 
stron<j all day on the 123d, his liordship, in obedience 'to his ortlers, shilled his tla,<^ 
on board the Amphion, and proceeded to the Alcditerranean. -On the '.’(itii of Alav, when 
oirCAipe Vinislerre, he wrote lo tin; Duke of Clarence: ‘ ^■our Royal Jli»liness will have 
heard that 1 sailed in the Victory lo join Admiral Corinvallis olf Ihesl; but as 1 could noL 
lind him on his rendezvous, or near Ihesf, and having a fair wind, I dcleriniiicd on em- 
barking in the Ainphion and jwoeeeding to the Mediterranean ; leaving the \'iclorv lo 
follow if Admiral Cornwallis did not want her assistance : I now wislj f had not perse- 
vered so long in looking for him, for 1 have lost the fair w ind. I lu vv r coidfl fancy 
that our assistance would be wantnl. June ti. Having bvitVetc-d with a foul wiml and 
nasty sea, we a r«# now entering the Straits, and I hope lo anchor at Cibraltar before 
dark. As they knew nothing of the War being absolutely begun here, I am mueh hurried, 
being very anxious to join the Fleet as soon as possible ; this must apologize for the 
sliortuess ofiny Icllor. Ihionaparic’s brother Jerome passeil from Alarlinicpie a few ilays 
ago in SI ship of the line . — In cuulinuation, of Monaco, Julif 5. 1 arrived at Cibrallsir on the 
3d in the night, and sailed on the 4th of June. On the l.'Sth I resiclied Malta, smd left il 
at three o’clock on the morning of the 17lh. it was the '25th before I got olfNaplcs, w here I 
was glad lo find tlial Sir R. liiekcrlon had on the 4lh of .Iiuie steered for ’l\mlon. Owing 
lo the frevjuenl calms at this season in the Mediterranean, we have not yet joined Sir Richard, 
but I hope to see them to morrow' : reports say that the Fleet is in very good onler as to 
discipline, but miserably ofl’ in respect lo numbers; we have only lo hope that the French 
will soon give us an opportunity rvf trying our strength witli them. -It is |>erhaps very dif- 
ficult for smy one lo say, what are the plans of Ruonn|)urlc : he is assembling a very 
large Army in Italy, and has already placed 13,(K)0 men in^ihe kingdom ol’ Najvles; 1 
tbink.it can only be with a view to conquer it, when it may on some [vrelencc or other suit 
his convenience; the Morea and ultimately Egypt,* arev in his view: therefore his assem- 
bling so many troops in Italy, they say full 80,000, can only be for the purjtose of remov- 
ing them across the Adriatic. With this idea, I fully expect that the French Fleet from 
Brest will asBufcdly come into the Mediterranean, to protect this Army across the waUw 
and along shore from Genoa, Leghorn, &c. which are full of troops. AVe must keep a 


' fn his Diary> under June |6, whilst &t Malta^ Lord Nelson observ(««t, Received n deputation on ^liorc of the 
inhabitunts, upd had a Conference with the Be}*^ from Egypt. N. B. In iny opinion, if we do nut niaiiagi* well, 
the French will still get a footing in Egypt; for if we do nut sup[>ort the Mauicloucs agiiinst the Tiiiks ^'dl 
certainly joih the French; and if we take a decided part against the Turk.s they will prnliably, finding l\f^ypt i^ 
lost^ give it to the French. It ^int to manage^ but by a happy medium making the Turks do wimt w 

just^ and making the M^elo^ce cOPtept.wi^ what is just^ 1 think wc might settle the matter to the satisractuui 
of all parties/' y * ' 

VOX. II. 4 
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li'ooil look out both here and off Brest; and if I have the means, 1 shall try anti light one 
parly or the other before they form a junction. ./«/// f). 1 joined the Wcel yesterday, and 
ii was with much sorrow that I saw your Royal Ifighncss's friend CapUiin Keats looking 

so very ill ; but he says he is recovering : I have such a high respect for his character, that 

\ 

I should be happy iji doing all in my power to promote it. lie is too valuable an Oftictn* 
forilic King’s serviet' to lose. The French Fleet is seven or nine sail of the line lu^arly 
K'aily for sea, fi\ e frigates and some corvetU's: we have only to wish for their coming out, 
it would renn)vt' most of our fancied wants: w'c have few real ones — except the sight of the 
French Fleet, which w'ould give much pleasure to your Royal Highness’s attached and 
devoted servant, Nklson and Brontk.’ 

(180.3.) On his first arrival in the iMeditorranean, he had immediately directed his atten- 
tion to the security of his Sicilian Majesty; and wdien wTiting to Sir Jcdb Acton, June 10, 
had said ... ‘ As I bring Mr. Klliot,*' it is not for me to enter very deeply into poli- 
tical subjects, yet it is right as far as the purport of my orders go to touch upon them. 
'I'hc wf)r«ls of my Onh'rs are, “ 'I’o bt; very attentive in observing if the French have any 
design of ai lacking the kingdoms of Naples or Sicily, and to afford his Sicilian Majesty 
and his subjects, all the protection 'ami assistance which may be in your power, consistently 
with a due attention to the other important objects intrusted to your care." No Orders, 
my dear Sir John, can be fuller or clearer, and I do assum you that the last tvords of 
Mr. Addington to im; were, Talcc nwy jmsible rare of their Sicilian Majesties, for the King 
considers them as the most faith fill Allies that hr has ei'er had : there was notin the Ministry 


a difference of o[)inion on this point. You will readily believe how desirous 1 am to pay 
my duty to the King and Queen, the Royal Family, and your Excellency, and 1 am using 
force upon myself to keep away; for 1 think it likely were I to fly to Naples, that the 
IVcMich might turn it to some plea against those good Sovereigns.’ — On the same day. 
Lord Nelson alst) w rote to their Sicilian Majesties; and sent the news of liis arrival in the 


Mediterranean to the King of Sardinia, through our Minister, Mr. Jackson : the Admiral 
desired his Excellency to assure their Sardinian Majesties of an equal devotion to their 
interests; and “ As far as 1 can consistently with my duly to our own King," added he, 

“ I will take care that no unpleasant circumstances shall happen to make the French 
be insolent to those good Sovereigns. Y’ou, Sir, will be so good as to tell me your 
opinion of the situation of Sardinia. If the King wished it ai)d the People would support 
their Sovereign, I should feel bound to afford them not only every assistance in my power, 
but to recommend a body of troops, ssiy 3000, to aid so just a cause. My movements, you , 
know, must materially depend on the sentiments and exertions of other Powers : my naval .. 
line of duty is perfectly simple; but 1 should feel happy in a more extended sense of du^rf 


" Brother to Lord Mioto. 



to aid and assist bis Majesty’s faithful Allies.”- - On (he \Gth of Junc^ lie sent ihc 
following letter from Malta to his Highness the Capitan Pasha, at Coiislantinople. ‘ .Sir: 
'riic restless ambition of the person who, for the misfortune of luaukiml, still rules in the 
(iovcromcnl of Franco, has called me lorth from my repose once mort: to arms; and the 
King, my Master, has judged it proper to appoint me Commander in Chiel’of his Flee? in 
the Mediterranean. 1 trusyhat the Ottoman Empire will he allowed to nanain trampiil 
and not again be unjustly invaded; but should any attempt be made by the Fri nch to 
carry such an object into execution, I have the honour to inform your Highness, that I am 
(lirected to use every means to prevent it, and to aflbrd to the. Sublime Porte, and its 
subjects all the assistance in my power. This is a part of my instructions which 1 shotdd 
feel real pleasure in obcyi%, as it would not only enable me to evince my gratitude to his 
Imperial Majesty, but also afford me the pleasure I have so long desired of being per- 
sonally known to your Highness.' — In writing at the. same time to Mr. Drummond, the 
British Minister at Constantinople, he added, “I have only to be informed howl can 
render the Ottoman Empire most service, to make that a chct'rful part of mv duly. 

I have taken the lilxTty of writing to the Cnind Vixicr and. Capitan Pasha, to assure them 
of the same, which considering my ])crsonal close connection with the Sublime Porte, I 
hope your Excellency will not disapprove of. J shall be glad to be informed of the slate 
of Albania, and whether the Government of Constantinople think there is any probability 
of the French trying to realize one of their schemes, of making the Mort'a a Greek Re- 
public." In a letter at the same time to Mr. .Spiridion Foresti at Corfu, he iiuiuired mi- 
nutely into the state of the infant Republic of the Seven Islands, whether they wei'e able 
to maintain their independence, and whetlier any disaffection or wish to give themselves 
up to France had appeared ? ‘ Your accurate knowledge of those islands,’ added the 
4dmiral, ‘ and of every individual on them, will enable you to give me such answers as 
will assist me to regulate ray conduct; and you will believe that I must have every incli- 
nation to render them service, when I recollect the very elegant compliment made me by 
the island of Zante.*^' - . ' 

(1803.) In writing to Mr. Elliot, rcspt'cUng the 'Pwo Sicilies, June ‘Jj, he thus 
begins the second of three admirable lettcH which he sent on that subject : ‘ 1 have 
given ray opinion to the best of my judgment under all the circumstances. I lad 1 only to 
consider, ia Sicily safe at this moment? I.shoiild say nOj yet let it be recollect«-d, that I 
am call^ upon, not entirely to lose Naples by my opinion, but to try with that im- . 
pdtW object in' view to wve Sicily/ I have arraa^ with General Vilettes to have 
- seivl^/ ltrul I shall wtdte secreUyto have them in momentary prepa- 

ActonV'idit|tojl[%(^.^mg to.rpn too great a risk for Sicily, chose to send 
l'’W^a]^'^Qd ipyss^^if l^si.We this very important service. I am 




exlri'incl v anxious to join tlio ri<Tt, for 1 innsi pliu-c a squadron hetwcon El'oa and Genoa 
to provi’iil llial Expedition from moving, and mnsl also send some sln])S to the Straits 
Monlli, and ktM'p enougli to watch llic ships in Toulon ; of whose force or rcavhncss for 
service I am totally ignorant. These are all important objects, but nothing when eom- 
paiVd with tlic security of the Sicilies.’ 

(ISO.*).) In the second of two letters sent to Sir John Acton, d>ttcd Jiiitc25, off' Ctipri, llm 
Admiral thus discussed the dillicult subject of Sicily. — ‘ My dear Sir John : If 1 know myself, 
it is to feel, that the mon* my friends arc in distress, the more I am anxious to serve them. 
A Mouse once assisted a Lion, which is the only comparison I can maki- in arrogating to 
myself the power of assisting a King of the llonsi; of llourbon, and I am sorry to say the 
only one who has strictly preserved his honour, dignity and* fidelity to his Allies. I 
shall feel proud in aiding yon, iny dear Sir John, to save these two line kingdoms, and Mr. 
Elliot will join us most coixlially in this good work. All we must take care of is not to 
run the risk of losing Sicily beyond the line of prudence; on that point we rely, as the 
seaman’s jjhrase is, on yonr Hurllenn/’s look-out ; you must be aware of our distance, 
and be in time. 1 will, if you send to me oil’ Toulon, either attend myself or send Sir 
lli(‘hard iliekerton. Declarations are to come from our Otficers that the authority of his 
Majesty is in no oiu: respect to be abridged, and if my counsel can have weight 1 should 
recommend, at the risk of a war with all the liarbary States, to liberate the Sicilian Flag 
iVom their insolence : 1 assure you 1 would only ask for three months war to put them in 
order ; nol by attacking Algiers, but taking all their cruisers. 1 am going oft’ 'Poulon, and 
thcnc<* shall scud a ve.ssel direct to England. It has been my plan to have 10,000 dis- 
posal)le troops in the Mediterranean, this is also Lord Minto’s and his Excellency Mr. 
Elliot’s.’’ Lord Nelson had also suggested that asufticient ({uanlity of provisioned Trans- 
ports should be kept in the Mediterranean, to attend on these Troops and convey them 
from one part of the enemy’s coast to the other, so as might best harass and jHirplcx the 
French Armies. 'I'hey liad at that time taken possession of Pescaro, Brindisi, Otranto, 
and 'rarenlo, on a pretence that we were to evacute Malta, as they had Naples, and on our 
not doing so, they resumed their former position in that kingdom. Lortl Nelson, in sending 
this information to Major General Vilettes at Malta, June 26‘, said, * The King of Sicily is 
fully sensible of the injustice of the French ; their force consists of 13, (XX) men, w'ho are 
spread over !2(X) miles of country ...I assure you under all the circumstances which have 
« been laid before me, I have had a difticull Uisk to form my opinion : If Sicily be lost, so 
is Naples ; but Naples ix^ing lost, is more likely to be regained by securing Sicily.* 

On the 2Qth of JunCj he sent* tlie following View of the Mediterranean States to 
Mr. Addington, dated Amphion, lietwccii Sardinia and Naples. After touching on the 
conduct of the Dey of Algiers to our Consul, Mr. Falcon, his Ix)rd8hij) proceeded to notice 



‘Malta : The Mallesc arc in the liighcst spirits, and sincerely hope that they will jiow 
J>c never separaU'd from England. My opinion f)f Malta as a naval iStation for watching 
the French in Toulon, is well known ; and )ny present experience of whar will he a three 
weeks passage, most fully confirms me in it. 'J'hc Fleet will never go there, if J can find 
any other corner : but having said this, I now tleclare that 1 consider Malta as a most 
impoilant outwork to India, that it will ever give us great itiHucnee in the Jicvant and 
indeed throughout all the southern parts of Italy ; in this view, J hi»pe we shall never 
give it up. I carried out orders from Ivord Hobart, that General Vilcties was to hold 
2000 men at my requisition, if they could be spai-ed from the tlcfenee of Malta, for the; 
service of Sicily. The language of General Viletles was natural, “ tin.* Garrison appointed 
for Malta is not more than at the most economical number of men was judged siiflii'ienl ; 
however, that he should not hesitate in providing 1200 men and a corps of artillery, to bt; 
under the Command of General Oakes, a most excellent Ofliccr, for the service, of 
Messina, whenever I might call for them and the General wished that I should mention 
this conversation, when 1 had any opportunity of communicating with .Ministers. Sir 
Alexander Ball thinks, that if half the troojis was sent on other services, particularly to 
Sicily, that the Maltese would defend the Island against any force the French could send, 
supported by our Fleet. Truth probably lies between ; but, my dear Sir, these sort of 
Orders should never be left discretionary. You make an Ofticer responsible for the 
.safety of the place, yet tell him in the same breath, send away so many men if you can 
spare them without evident risk. 'Hie conduct of the Officer must be naturally to secure 
himself, from the very great responsibility thrown upon him by such an order. 

‘ The state of Sicily is almost as bad as a civilised country can be. The.re arc no 
Troops fit to be called such, with a scarcity of corn never known before, and of course 
bread so dear that the lower Class is discontented. The Nobles an* oppressors, and those of 
the Middle Rank wish fora change; and although. they would preter us to the French, yet 
I believe they would receive the French, rather than not change from the Ojipressiou of the 
Nobles. The Citadel of Messina is strong and in good order, but with a tew miserable 
Troops badly paid, if paid at all ; therefore what can be expected from them ? A French 
Frigate has been there lately, with a French Aid dc Camp to the Grand Master, and lastly 
General Vial : they have good eyes and many at Messina arc seduced ; and if the Nea- 
politan Troops at Malta were removed there, 1 fear we should find more Enemies and 
the French more Friends. On the 17th of June at day light 1 left Malta, on the 20ih 
I passed the Faro of Medina. The lower class of boat people came on board with Fruit, 
.&c.r*"^eir expTi^ons w^re stremg and ought to bd received with caution, yet with their 
hearts in> their hands, you majr gather sentiments to fonn a pretty accurate opinion. 
Viva il Ri / Viiid tpy'hd / JVhen mU the English come back to Messina ? On asking them 
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il' tlic-y lja«l siny Jacobins in the City, Yes, the Genfrif who reear their Hats so-~on one side 
of t/ir head, I'ide Bond Street Loungers. On llic 2olh of June I was at the entrance of 
the Jbiy of NapItM), where I had appointed the Frigate which carried Mr/EUiot there to 
join me ; 1 send you copies of iny letters to Lord St. Vincent for him to lay them before 
the Cabinet ; and here it is necessary to observe to you, that a Sea Officer cannot hold any 
Official Correspondence but with the Secretary of the Admiralty, without an order for that 
purpose which is often given : therefore 1 have certainly irregularly sent them to Lord 
St. Vincent as a Cabinet Minister, conceiving tlicy arc on subjects which the Board of 
Adinirally cnin have nothing to do with, much less the Clerks of that office, through whose 
hands they must pass. When you, ray dear Sir, take into your considcnition all the letters 
sent me, with the liberal conduct towards my judginent ; I trust you will agree with me, 
that under all the circumstances at this moment, I did right to give the o|nnion which I 
have done : but 1 stand open to the correction of the Cabinet. I felt that it was our wish 
to make Naples Icel, that we were her true friends and sincerely wished to preserve as 
much as possible for her, and not to hasten the loss of any part of the kingdom of Naples. 

‘ Sard! VIA is declared neutral, but that no foreign Troops would be allowed to land. 
I wish they may keep off the French. We have no Troops to assist them, if they wanted 
our assistance. 'I'liis reminds me of a hint about more I'roops for Naples : should the 
King of Naples, which is most probable, be obliged to quit his capital and retire to Palermo, 
the possession of Gacta would be attended with the happiest consequences ; a very strong 
fortified frontier 'J’own, with a fine Bay and Port, the country People hostile to invete- 
racy against the. French : 1500 British would secure this Post, and always give us an entry 
into the Country. I am not military man sufficient to say, how long our Troops could 
hold St. Elmo and lh<j other Castles at Naples, but they would give that energy to the 
People, which might, and probably would lie attended with the happiest effects. I regret 
the necessity of withdrawing the last part of that fine Egyptian Army, and am aware of 
the infiuciice it will have on the timid Council of Naples. 

‘ Tuscany : It is difficult to know how to consider this State : they are not our Friends, 
and it would perhaps be hard to consider them as Enemies. Yet why should France use 
them against us, and we suffer liCgliorn to enjoy its Commerce for the advantage oltima|cly 
of the French ? for it is they who receive the fruits of the Tuscan labour and .jCoininerce ; 
And as the French have declared Leghorn in a state of Siege, I can see no injprojpHety in 
considering it so likewise, and for our Government to place it in a state of JUockade 
whilst the French remain in it. This is for the wise and grave considei^on of our 
Government. * ' . ' 

‘Gknoa or LiGuniA: The same as the Italian Republic, it is France as much a* 
Toulon, it has not even the name of Independence. ' I shaH, therefore, as lar as I see m 
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(his present moment, have no hesilation in considering all Clcnoesc Vessels as Fi’cncli. 
Every thing at Genoa is French ; therefore I hope that not a moment Avill he lost in de- 
claring Genoa so considered. The blockade of Genoa ought to he declared insianlly ; 
if not, it will be what it alwa^rs hits been, the granary of the South of France, and the 
Northern part of Italy. The Imperial and Greek flag are fdling it with corn. 

‘ Mouca : It is perfectly clear that the French are at work in that Country ; eillier to 
prepare for their own reception, or to induce the Greeks to revolt against the Forte, and 
either way it is a chain for their getting again to Egypt. If the French or ihpir friends 
conquer the Morea, Egypt would be the price of returning it, unless by an ullinii(;e Avilh 
the Maraeloucs they can possess both. This brings to my mind the Eey who is going to 
England, to solicit our Justice against Turkish Oppression. It appears very ch'ar (hat 
the Territory assigned them in upper Egypt, will not maintain them and their Flocks. 
Government will know how to steer between the 'J'urks and Mnmeloucs. — Ju/// ‘Jd. 'I’o 
this long letter, 1 shall only beg to call your attention, to what purpose the French ;irc 
collecting such an Army in Italy, where at present there can be no prospect of an army 
able to face them : 13,000 are in the kingdom of Naples, 8,000 are at this moment in 
Leghorn, 6,000 marched in on the 28th June, and the other parts of Italy are filling wi(h 
Troops, even drawing them from Switzerland. 'Fhcir ohjcel must be the eomiuesi uf 
Naples (perhaps Sicily) and certainly getting over to the Alorca; therefore; 1 regret (he 
removal of the Egyptian Army, which in any one of these Enterprizes would have kept 
the French in check : for I am sure they arc afraid of that Army, and the Italians have 
the greatest confidence in it, and would make a struggle in their Mountains ; and time 
gained to us would be very desirable.* 

In a letter to Lord Moira, on the 2d of July 180.3, Avhen close to FJba, the Admiral 
after retracing his proceedings and the general Slate of Affairs in the Medilcrraneun, thus 
continued: * Another great plan of Buonaparte’s is now pt;rfectly cl(;ar: he Avill attempt 
the Morea, either by assisting the Greeks in an Insurrection against the Forte, or (his may 
be done in concert with Russia. On this importanl subject avc are both agreed, that it is 
very probable those two poAvers may have in view, by concert, the doAvnfal of the Turkish 
Empi|0 ip Europe. Candia and ‘Egypt would of course, if this plan is folloAved, be given to 

' Th^iM! bsval C)69cert who were in the confidence of lA>Td Nelson, well know his accurate ideas res|>iriiiig 
EaVFT, which cannot be too much impressed on the public mind. This great Skitcsuian was lully nwarc of the 
views wUIelt thi French had, in endeavouring to make themselves masters of the fertile Territory of the Nih-. f fc 
knew that aVeigfcartida of West Indian produce would grow there ; that tlmy could, therefore, supply liuroiic with 
Sagar at wvaiy 4w;. <•»«» »nd by thus having an immense numbu- of ships employed in the carrying tiutle, tliey 
could able Sailors in a very, short time, which would be at Sea long before wc cotild send any 

feroa io tit.' Tea'aud Cotton he; a]ia knew would grow in ^ypn In addition to ail wliich, their well known 
iiUMtion/of dw reuhing our in India, tfiould never be omitted. 



320 


tin; Fi’cncli, ulioii sooner or laler farewell India. 15ut oven supposing Uussia has nothing 
t(» df) with this plan ; it would etiually answer Buona|>arte/s purpose of alarming the Porte, 
to do it by the Greeks, or by assisting Ali Vizier in throwing olf his dc)iendcnce on the 
J^irie : he would Ijc equally ready to suppress or support even llcbellion, provided the 
reward, Etivpx, were the same. That is his great object at present, and for it he would 
sacrifice cither Greeks, ilussians, or Turks. VVe know he is not very scrupulous in the 
honourable means of accoinjilisiiing his darling object. Every State in Italy except 
Naples, is.at this moment as much Prance, as France itself, and in all things is obedient 
to his nod. And for fear that the Spanish Family, in his Kingdom of Etruria, should appear 
to the world not sufficiently degraded, he has ordcixid, and they fly on the same flag staff, 
both French and Tuscan colours to Ik* hoisted. At Genoa, they lilerally obey the order 
of his Minister; a few days ago he desired of ihi; Government 5,000 'froops—they 
answered that they had only 2,000, but that they wci-e very much at his service. My firm 
opinion is, that the Mediterranean will again }>c an active scene ; and if Minister do not 
look out, 1 shall have the llrcsl Fleet to pay me a visit: for as the Army can only be 
moved by the ))rotcetion of a superior Fleet, that Fleet they will try to have, and a month's 
start of us would do all the mischief.’ 

To Mr, Addington, dated off Toulon, July 1(), 1809 . — * I send you some pa{)ers relative 
to and some letters from Odessa, a Russian port in the Black Sea, of which the Duke 
dc Richelieu is Governor. You will know much better than 1 cun tell you, how this 
emigrant Duke 1ms been courted by Buonaparte through his Minister in Russia. We 
must recollect that he is a Frenchman, and his ultimate views probably turn to getting 
back some of his estates in France. It appimrs odd it should so happen, that a 
Frenchman should be appointed Governor of a place, where the French are to have so 
much intercourse : from all I have heard before 1 loft England, I cannot help thinking 
that Russia and Prance uiulci’stand each other about the'l'urkish Dominions. If su,.Egypt 
will be the price ; this Mr. Bourgoin is a very clever fellow and knows his business, I 
take him to be Nephew to the klinistcr who was in Denmark. The French 'JVadc in 
the Levant did not answer in the peace, all the letters 1 have say so (more than 100) and 
many houses in Marseilles have stopped payment. Forgive my suggestions, but they will 
naturally obtrude themselves, I meant merely to send the papers. July 27. Europe 
seems so degraded, that I declare I would rather die with my sword in my hand resisting, 
than hold any 'Ferritory by means of a degenerate guarantee. Can a Kiiigdom be said 
to be free, which pays contributions at the order of a foreign Power } No ; yet such is 
the state of Naples, 'Fuscany, and Gdnoa. General Murat demanded at Genoa a contri- 
bution of five millions of livres on the 7th, the Government saiil tliey could only raise 
three ; the rest must be paid in men for the Army : 1600 men marched into Genoa 
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on the 17lh of July. Vosterday, and to day, throe oorvollos liavc boon trying to prooc'cd 
to the eastward : I am confident they want to get to tlie heel of Italy and tlu; Adriatic, 
and it is very difllcnlt to prevent their passing along shore. At Marseilles tiu'v an* lilting, 
as r(?j)orts say, eighty or ninety gun boats, and intend sending tla'in In- the Canal of 
liangiiedoc to Bourdeaiix ; but J am sure this is not true. 'I’hey arc to go almig shore, to 
the heel of Italy, and to embark and protect their Army cither to Sicily or the Morea, or 
to both ; and the Navy of Europe can hardly prtn’cnl these along shore vo\ages. However 
1 am placing an addition to tlu; S(piadron 1 have alrca»ly stationed upon that coast ; but 
from Cape St. Vincent, wht:n; it is absoluUdy necessitry I shoidd luivc a look out I'or the 
ships of war coming from the Mediterranean, to the head of the Adriatic, 1 ha\e only eight 
Frigates; w’hieh, Avith the service of Avatching Toulon and the necessary Fiigates with 
the Fleet, arc absolutely not one half enough. I mean this as no romplaini, for I am (‘on- 
fident the Admiralty are hard ])rcsscd, and will send me more when tlu* Service will 
admit it.’ 

On the 30th of July, ISOS, the Victory joined the Fleet, and in the evening Jiord 
Nelson shifted his flagon board from the Amphion. On the first of August tlu* following 
note appeal's in his Diary ; I have had the pleasure of rewarding Merit in (he person of 
Mr. Hindmans, Gunne/s Son of the Bellerophon, for his conduct this day Jive years. 

The following letters to Mr. Addington, continue his I^ordship’s view of the Mediterra- 
nean .States. * August 24, off Toulon : "With respect to Sicily, I have no doulit from what is 
passing at Naples, and in that Island, but that the French w ill have it. My former reasons 
for inducing General Vilettes to kecji the Neapolitan troops in Malta, Avere to jirevenl what 
has happened; but in a month after my back was turned Vilettes obeyed his Orders, and 
now the Governor of Messuia says, IVe can defend it and xcant no usshtance. 'J'hc whole con- 
duct of the Governor, I am bold to say, is unfavourable to the poor King of Naples. 
Every exertion should be used to put the fortifications in repair, w hen a foreign ,\rmy is 
ill onc*part of the Kingdom : the sixteen gun boats am rotting at Mc.ssina without a man, 
Avhen they ought to be exercising in the Straits every day — I sec clearly if we liavi* not a 
little Army to lake it, the French Avill. Iain sorry to say, that the mass of Sicilians wish 
for a change of Government ; they desire us, but if w-e will not go there they w ould gladly 
I fear receive the French, the middle and lower class would be mlicvcd I’rom tlu; 
oppressions of the Nobles. They love their King and the English, but hale the Nobles and 
the French.— I had a ship from Sardinia yesterday— The King fancies that he c.in point 
out liis.NeutralUy ; alas, he can do nothing but Avhat the French please. "Wni may rely 
that‘5000 French, or rather Corsicans, me preparing for the Invasion, say Coiupiesi of 
Sardinid^. ’^ey are forced to. enlist from particular districts, five districts J0(X) men each. 
All their G(^p ii^uipa^ espnsists of a light linen jacket, troivsers, red cap, and a [lair of 
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sh()("> : a inus(]»u‘l, accoulrcincnls such as our gcntleincn go a sliooling wilh, and a short 
suord. 'I’lic plunder of the Sardinian Anglo Sardes is held out as the reward, and not all our 
Navv <aii pn'vcnl it, Sardinia will be lost without a struggle; and yet the majority ot’tlie 
Sardinians wouhl fly to receive us: but if we will not, then the French in preference to 
ri'bMaining as they are oj)press('d with taxes, and no protection from the Jlarbary States. 
Corsica is so much oppressed by re(|uisitions of men from it, that I am lol<l they would 
gkully again shake ofl’tlu' French yoke; and this last order foro(HX) men for the eoiupiest 
of Sardinia, has made them outrageoiis. But Buonaparte cares for nothing ; he sets all 
bis engines to work, if they succeed it is well, and if not, he is no worse than he was. 1 am 
looking for the French Stp\adron, j>erhaps you may think impatiently ; but 1 have made 
u[> my tnind never to go into port until after the Battle, even if they should make me wail 
a year ; provklcd the Admiralty change the ships whi<‘h cannot k('cp the Sea in winter, 
except \’iclory, Canopus, Donegal, and Bclh’islc. 'I’liis day only six men are eonlined to 
their beds in the whole S(|undron. With every good wish for 3 'our brilliant success, and 
for getting us an honourable and a permanent Peace, believe me, my dear Sir, with the 
truest esteem, tS:c. August 25, 180'1: It w'as with real sorrow I read his Majesty’s Mes- 
sage of July 28th, on the occasion of the horrid murder of Lord Kilwarden in Dublin. 
'I'he unanimity of all good subjects will I trust soon bring the rebels to Justice ; and cer- 
tainly the more danger, the more necessary it is for us all to put ourselves forward. I 
assure you, that I wish 1 only knew how I cotdd serve my Country morn ctrectually than 
in my present Command. 1 atta<‘h no v:dnc to the high rank 1 at present hold; and if 
any, even the lowest situation is thought to be fittest tor me in these times, I should 
feel jirouder to be so placi'd, than in any elevation of rank. All 1 ask, is to be allowed to 
be one of the men placed in the breach to defend my King and Country. I have but one 
arm it is true, but believe me my heart is in the right trim — only consider how I can be 
best employed. However I trust, my dear Sir, that you know me ; therefore I will not say 
more, for lear it should be susj>celed that I arrogate to myself greater merit, than Flxilieve 
will be found in of every 10(X) in the United Kingdoms. 'J’licse lines have almost 
involuntarily flowed from my pen, as they have done from my heart: pardon me, 1 sat 
down to write on a dirt(*rent subject. — I yesterday told you of the intention of the French 
to invade .Sardinia, where no steps are taken against them. At Marseilles the troops arc 
now ready to sail on board a frigate, corvette, and two armed transports, with 1000 or 
1500 men under a General Cervoni or Veroni : I believe they are bound to Corsica to go 
over with the 5000 Corsicans, if they get to Sardinia it is gone. I am sending two 
frigates, the only ones 1 have with me, to cruise off Ajaccio in Corsica and try to intercept 
them. But what T mention this circumstance for is, that it may be necessary to notice it 
to the Russian Minister, or we may be accused of a breach of Neutrality in .Sardinia ; for 
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being satisfied of the intention of the Fnwli invading that Island, I l^a\«^ directed (Ik* 
frigates to pursue them evim should they chase into Sanlinia, and to take or destroy them, 
and also the Corsican 'I'roops ; were J to wait until the Island M'as taken, I should feel 
deserving of reprobation. OJ‘ course they will say that we broke the Xeutralitv, if \vc 
attack them in the ports of Sardinia iM'lbre their coiupicst; and, if we <lo not, I shall be 
laughed at for a fool— Virvcntion Is Iwlter Hum Cure. Many rrench vessels have been 
chased into Sardinia, and of coui’se the Neutrality respecled; C’Ale\on man of \\ar brig 
us an instance. I mention my intention, that idle reports may not Im* attended to. Jl 
Russia lx: the guarantee of the King of Sardinia’s dominions, let Russia look out. Aly 
station to the westward of 'roiilon, an unusual one, has been taken uj)on an idea lliat the 
French Fleet is bound out of the Straits, and probably to Ireland. It is said, 10, (KK) men 
are collecting at 'I'oulon. J shall follow them to the Antipodes : you may rely, my dear 
.Sir, on the jjcal of your most iaithfur friend.’ 

To Sir /{. Strarhan, August 'i(). * 1 wish to call your serious attrition to what J am 
going to mention. The French Fleet being perfectly ready for sea, sevt-n of the line, six 
frigates, and some corvettes— two sail of the line are now rigging in the. Arsenal ; I think 
it more thtin probable that they are hound b) the westward out of the Med i terra tiean. 
Therefore as I am determined to follow them, go where they may, I wish you in case they 
escape me, to send a frigate or sloop after thoni to find mit their route, gi\ ing hi‘r a slatir)n 
mIktc I may find her, suid keep yourself cither at the mouth of the Straits or oil' Jairopa 
Point ; for I certainly sh.ill not anchor at (jibraltar. You will of course keep this ic^ your- 
self, and I rely, my dear Sir Ilichard, with full confidence in your KA|)erienee, .ludgmeiit, 
and that ardent Zeal which Inis ever distinguished your public si'rviei's,” — In writing to 
If. R. II. the Duke of Clarence the Admiral added—* I am happy, Sir, to inform you that 
Captain Keats is much recovered. 1 sent him to Naples fora fortnight: but having 
stayed only nine days, he was so anxious, knowing my inferiority in numlx'rs to the 
Enemy, that he came back and joined me. 1 need not tell your Royal Highness that he 
is amongst the very best Officers in our Service. J have the highest res[)eet and esteem 


for him.” — Again, when writing to his E.\ccllcncy, .Mr. Drummond, at Constant ino[)le, 
August 27t * According to the reports of vessels spoken from Marseilles and Genoa, tiu' 
war is very unpopular, and I hope it will end in the destruction of that Man of 'ryranny 
Buonaparte ; but I detest Europe for being so mean spirited as to submit to the mandates 
of this Corsican — I blush for their meanness. In Ireland, the Militia have vied uith the 


Regulars who should act best. If we arc but true to ourselves, a tig for the great 
Buonaparte.’ 

( 1803 .) On the same day, August 27 1 he also addressed the following public letter 
to Mr. Drummond) respectiit([ Uie undoubted right of searching Neutral vessels : ** I have 



tlic honour lo julilrcss your Excellency on a suhjccl, which calls loudly for redress and 
j)rovtiiiion in luiurc. It is the acknowledged right of all lawful Cruisers to examine the 
pjij)(rs ol‘ vessels hoisting neutral colours, in order to ascertain whether the property of ene- 
mies, not contraband articles, be carried on l)oard them ; and it is the acknowledged law 
(jf -Nat ions, liiat ivsistancetosuch search is conliscation of shij> and cargo, on the principle 
that such act of hostility makes the ship and crew enemies. It has, I am sorry lo say, 
been invariably the practice of the Greeks, whenever they fancied themselves superior, 
for their vessels or boats lo fire on the English flag ; and lo endeavour lo kill the English, 
who were only executing their bounden dtity in examining all ships and vessels. When I 
had the command of the Agamemnon, 1 had sixteen men killed by these Creeks. ..J have 
earnestly to reipiest that your Excellency will obtain an order to the Creek Islands that 
their vessels do not fire on the English Hag; for certainly the smaller the vessel coming. 


the less cause for firing.” 


‘ 2o Mr. Gi/tai, Consul tii Barcelona^ Srpf. 13, 1803. “ You will have the gomlness to 

jnesent my respectful compliments to the Captain Ccucral, and assure him, that the return 
(if Deserters shall be icciproeal on 1113' part, and that I have forgiven them at his request. 
You will also inform his Excellency, that ] have read with no small surprise a {mper, purport- 
ing lo have bec'u given in during the year 1771» and no^v ordered to be put in force. I am 
ready to admit, that the King of Spain may order us lo be refused admittance into his ports, 
may refuse us even when there the rights of hospitality, as his Excellency has done those of 
eixilily in not even asking Captain Whitby lo sit down, although there were othei's in his 
presence seated — IJis Sovereign may certainly, if he pleases, go to war with us— I deny 
none of these rights : but I claim every indulgence which is shewn to the ships of our 
J'hiemies ; The Ercnch 8(|uudron at Corunna an; acting almost as they please ; llie Aigle 
Ercnch ship of war is not turned out of Cadi/, llu; French frigate Uevenge. is permitted to 
go out of that port, cruise, and return with Prizes, and sell them : I will not state, that 
every Spanish port is a home for French privateers, for this is well known, and I am in- 
formed that even at Barcelona, Engtish vessels captured by the French have been sold 
there. You will ac(iuaint his Excellency, that J claim for every British Ship, or Squadron, 
the right of lying as long as J j)lcase in the ports of Spain, whilst it is allowed to other 
I’ow’crs ; that J (ilaim the rights of ilosjntality and Civility, and every other right which 
the harmony sulwisling between our Sovereigns entitles us to. You will acquaint his ' 
Excellency, that I can mean no disre8|>cct i^ersonally to himself; but that it is a British 
.Admiral returning an answer to a Spanish Captain General, through the st^me channel 
which conveyed the messag(j.”~In transmitiiig the Captain General’s Stat^, Paper, with 
this letter, lo Mr. Frercour Ambassatlor at Madrid, the Admiral added, « Thi? conduct, I 
siqipose, indicates a War with us : 1 have therefore earnestly to request, tha,t you will sen^r 
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me inimcdiate, notice ot such an event, that I luay send to (he West Indies and act upon 
it myself. If your news of War passes through England, it nill lx; (wo or ihree. months 
before I shall know it officially, and the same in (he West Indies. 1 wouhl reeommend 
to your Excellency, sending an express to Barcelona with an order to hire a \essel, another 
to the Bay of Rosas where our ships of war ollen are, and another to Gibraltar to .tlte 
Governor and Commanding Sea Officer; and I only hope that your letter may be clear, 
whether it will be or is War.’ 

(1803.) To Sir R, J. Slrachan, Sepl. 26. ‘The occurrences which pass cverry d;iy in 
Spain forebode, I fancy, a speedy War with England ; therefore it becomes proper for me; 
to put you upon your guard, and advise you how to act under particular circumstances. 
By looking at the former line of conduct on the part of .Spain, which she followed just 
before the commencement of the last War, we may naturally expect tin; same events to 
hap{)en : llic French Admiral Richery was in Cadiz blocked up by Admiral Man, on 
August 22d they came to sea, attended by the Spanish Fh;c(, which saw the French safe 
beyond St. Vincent and returned into Cadiz ; Admiral Man very properly did not choose 
to attack Admiral Richery under such an escort. ’J’his is a pielude to what I must 
request your strict attention to; at the same time I am fully aware that you must be 
guided, in some measure, by actual circumstances. I think it very probable, (;ven before 
Spain breaks with us, that they may send a ship or two of the line to sec I’Aigle round 
Cape St. Vincent ; and that if you attack her in their presence, they may atluck you "-and 
giving them possession of the Donncgal, would Ik; more lhau either you or I should ;vish, 
therefore I am certain it must be very cumfortablu for you to know my sonlimcnls. From 
what you hear of in Cadiz, you will judge how far you may venture yourself in eompaiiy 
with a Spanish Squadron : but if you arc of opinion that you may trust yourself near 
them, keeping certainly out of gunshot, send your boat with a letter to the Spanish Com- 
modore, and desirc to know whether he means to defend the Fivnch Ships ? and gel his 
answer in writing, and have it as plain as possible. If it be “ yes, that he w'ill fire at you 
if you atUtek the French under his protection,” then, if you have force enmigli, make your 
attack on the 'whole body and take them all if you can; for 1 should consider such an 



answer as a perfect declaration of War. If you arc too weak for such an attack, you 
must desist; but you certainly are fully authorised to take the ships of Spain wla'iicvca- 
you meet them : should the answer be ambiguous, you must then act as yovir judgiuent. 
may direct you, and I am sure that will be very proper. Only roeollccl, that it wouKl be 
mu6h jbetter to let the French ships escape, than to run too great a risk of losing the 


Dono^al, yourself, and ship’s company.’ 


Ion, (Sep/mier ST.—** The French are not yet out, although about a 


fo’rtntght a|o thhy made a]i"i^(i|)earapce of doing sO; indeed some of their ships were oui- 
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sillo of the liarboiir, hut F rather think it was to get sonic exercise. However they took 
flit in their ^'1 tiger and returned again. The Spaniards arc now so very uncivil to our 
ships, (hut I suppose we shall not be much longer iriends. 1 have written to Mr. Frcre at 
Madrid, to entreat that he would take every possible means to give me the earliest infor- 
mation of hostilities ; and have [minted out to him the length of time which ivould elapse, 
lu'fure 1 could know it through Kngland, and the very great im[)ortance of my knowing it. 
1 sent a few days ago to ^Minorca, but the Spaniards would not give our ship pratiqiu’. 
Captain Donnelly, however, was informed, that there were three Frenchmen taking an 
account of’the Revenue and how it is raised, and making very minute inquiries. Does 
this portend a cession of that Island ? I fear it does, and the Minur((uins tliink so — I should 
be very sorry to sec that hap[)cn. Since Alay ItUh, the day the Squadron sailed from 
Malta, notwithstanding every attempt has been made, as the Victualling Hoard will know 
but too w'cll, not one morsel of fresh beef or any vegetables have we been able to get from 
IVfalta ; therefore if we had only Malta to trust to, our Fleet must go there and leave this 
station for two months together, and allow the French to do as they [ileasc. Minorca may 
have, its inconvcnicnees ; but its conveniences are so great, that I trust at the moment when 
a Spani.sh war is eerlain, we shall be able to enjoy them: not but 1 am fully aware you 
want all your troops, yet I ought not to pass by what my Jmmble opinion is. I still hope 
that our great plan against Spain will be able to be carried into eflect, and that my mortar 
rails will be used with gre<il success : I can find no one objection to them ; their effect is 
Lcriaiu, and little or no expense. I had more to say on other subjects, but I am fearful 
of intruding : thcrelbrc 1 only beg you to be assured, that every exertion of mine shall 
be used to bring this just War to an honourable and successful termination. Oct. 6. The 
French Admiral mounted yesterday morning his Sea Vane, which a landsman would not 
notice ; but it gives a certainty to my mind that they wish to put to sea, and never was a 
Squadron of British Ships more anxious to meet them. I can have no excuse, nor do I 
want my Country to make any for me : if I sec the Enemy, my exertions shall be used to 
lay the 8([uadron well in, and the event, with the blessing of Providence on a just Cause, 
we have no reason to fear. Till the Battle is over I hope to write to you no more ; 
w'hethcr I survive it or not, ray name shall never bring a blush on my friends. May God 
bless you, my King and Country, and believe me ever your most attached and faithful 
Friend.’ 

(1803.) To Sir A. Ball, Oct. 6. — ‘ Your friendly council and advice are always most 
acceptable ; the wisdom of the measures you propose are undoubted, ^.nd should be fol- 
lowed had I the means. The State of* Fgypt is deplorable, and I have no doubt that the 
French have mtide a Treaty with the Mameloucs, or will witli the JTurks. I have not pnly 
wrote, but have impressed upon Mr. Addington’s.mind the necessity of steering such a 
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' course, as woii^d nciilicr throw the Mameloucs or 'I’lirks into the hands of the French. 1 
hope llie Capilan Pasha is long before this in Fgyjit ; not ilial 1 Ijelicve the Turks will 
ever be what they call masters of that Country again. 'I'hc wish I have of sending a small 
Ship now and then to Egypt is frustrated, for 1 have ihenj not. I want to ])laee a good 
.sloop to guard our currant ships, and to look after the Republic! of the Seven Islands. • f 
want also to place a shi]> above. Ancona ; how far Captain Craycrafl will be able to accom- 
plish lhe.se things with his small Scpiadron, f am not sure, but he shall luivi- a letter to 
attend to your wants I’or convoy to b(ilh the Morea and Adriatic, for which purpose I 
shall add lor the present the Arrow to his Squadron. I had intended sending Sir Richard 
Bickerlon to manage these and other matters, and amongst oIIuts to look' at the place 
for the Naval Hospital, and to get an csitiniatc of the expense of fitting it up; but I believe 
from appearances the French Fleet are so near putting to sea, that it would be cruel 
in me to send away so e.YcelIenl an oiliccr and friend, at a moment when we may exjiect 
so glorious it harvest — I would give a good deal for a copy of the Frencli Admiral’s Orders. 
Re])ort says it is Decri?s, as he fought the Guillaume Tell so well ; if he is ii fighting man 
so much the better, I hope lu! will not run away — we may Avant heels to eat(‘h them, 
that is the only fear I have. 1 find they think Sicily quite safe, and Naples almost fit to 
bid defiance to all Buonaparte’s power ; 1 laugh at AA'hat I read, I know them well aiul 
so do you. This beating of the 'runisians will have a very good cftect, and disposi; them 
to resist other invaders. Again, and again, only tell me your Avanls and Avishes, and they 
shall be complied Avilh as fast as means Avill allow, being ever, my dear Ball, your faith- 
ful Friend.’ 

In writing to Captain Schomberg, on October 7, Avhen ofF'roulon, his Lordship said, 
“ At this distance it is impossible for me to regulate every thing Avith exactness ; tluTcfore 
I can only re|ieat to you, Captain Craycrafl, and any t>lher your seniors, that it is my ear- 
nest desire to give every possible expedition in getting our Trade safe to ami from the 
Adriatic and Levant, and affording Sir A. Ball and General Vilettes convoys for bullocks 
and com... We must all in our several stations exert ourselves to the utmost, and not be 
nonsensical in saying, I have an Order for this, that, or the other, if the King's service 
clearly marks what ought to be done : I am well convinced of your Zeal.” 

(1803.) To Mr. ElUot at Naples, Oct. 8. * Your Excellency’s letters by the Monmouth 
came to me on the. 4Ui at night, and I fed truly sensible of your kindness and the Iroid^le 
you have taken, in detailing to me all the means of precaution which his Exeolh'iicy .Sir 
John AeWn has respecting Sicily ; and I fully rely that those means Avill Im' con- 

tinued, indVihaf.n’teither $icUy nor Naples will want cur assistance. God knoAvs avc have 
occasion entmgh foir.our4^ without beg^ng them to be receiA^ed ; and nothing but 
the strong Oitlcis I bqtj would have induced General Vilettes to part with a man 
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cautions, lias led to such a happy n'sult that I trust my Countrymen in Sicily will sotm 
(U'uisc against the ]5arbary States. I have txicn so pleased with Captain, Durban for this 
aiul other wise conduct on several occasions, that 1 have made him a Post Csiptain, and 
him the Command of the Arnbuscude frigate. Sir A. J. Ball has, I l)eUcv(', the 
highest ojiinion of Sir John Acton, and that his loss to Naples would, at this moment, be 
the ruin of the Country ; but he has thought that Sir John has had difficulties to struggle 
with, in giving his opinion that sometimes thwarted his wishes : Dear Sir William, who 
Avas Sir Jdhu's firm friend against all opposition to the day of his death, had often told me 
that it Avus so. J sincerely hope he has no opposition cither in public or private. The 
impudence of Buonaparte 1 am not surprised at. The croAvned heads of Europe have to 
thank themselves : our Country Avill ever resist, and the King of Naples is the only King 
Avho has shcAvn any spirit, lie has felt like a King, Avould to God he had been as poAver- 
ful as 1 Avish him. By the Childers Brig I have had a full and entire approbation of my 
conduct both public and |)ri\'ate; but, at the same time 1 am desired to guard and to 
caution Sir John Acton and yourself, that we are not lulled into a fatal security ... Tn short, 
my dear Sir, you may rely AvhatcA'cr man can do for the safety and comfort of the Two 
Sicilies, m*nc can Iiua'C more dcsin; to do it than myself. I should be very happy to re- 
ceive authentic intelligence of the destination of the French squadron, their route and 
time of sailing — any thing short of this is useless: and I assure your Excellency that I 
would not upon any consideration have a Frenchman in the Fleet, except as a Prisoner. 
I put no confidence in them. You think yours good, the Queen tliinks tltc same, 1 believe 
they arc all alike. Whatever information you can get me, I shall be very thankful for ; but 
not a Frenchinau comes here — forgive me, but my Mother hated the French. Ihis will be 
presented to you by my nephew Sir William Bolton ; you will be so gdod as to introduce 
him to Sir John Acton, he aa'us Lieutenant of both Vanguard and Foudroyant. Never 
Avas health equal to this Squadron, Avhich has now been witliin ten > days, five months 
at Sea.* 

(1803.) To Mr. Davison. *• I Avish you would- get me the opinion of some learned 
men in the Commons, on the Bills of lading. 1 maintain, that under the descrip- 
tion of the Bill of lading, the Goods are risked by the shippers until they are 
received, and arc therefore French Property, and I should be glad to have this opinion 
as soon as possible ; as not less than 40,000/. worth of goods has passed by in one day from 
Smyrna, but the Captains were afraid to touch them ; I cannot blame them, our rules of 
Admiralty have been so undecided.. -We have a report, through Italy, of Ncgociations for 
Peace : Ave cannot have one, but on degrading and dishonourable terms ; sooner than 
accept Avhich, we had better spend the last shilling in resisting like men. The t iApan 
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])cipcis mention Air. \orkc Jis I'jrsl l^ord oi (lio Adiiiinilly : I Ctirc not who is iii or out, i 
shall endeavour lo do iny duly U) my (’ouniry. J believe J allend jiion', to the French 
Fleet than making caplnrcs; bul ol'whal 1 have, 1 can say as old "’Haddock did, Itmvrr 
cost a Sailor a tear, nor the Nation afarlhinsf—lhnl Thought is far belUr than Prize Mon<‘y ; 
not that 1 ilespise Prize Aloney, fpiite the contrary -1 wish I had one hnndi'cd ihousrfml 
pounds this moment, and 1 will do every thing consistent with my good name lo obtain 
it. I Ixilicvc we arc in the right fighting trim, let them come as soon as I hey i)leasc. 1 
never saw a Fleet allogcther so well officered and manned, would to God the ships were, 
half as good. We ought to be amply repaid some day for all our toil. My crazy ships 
are getting into a very indiflerent state, and others will soon follow; the finest oim's in the. 
service would soon be destroyed by such terrible weather. I know well enough that if 1 
were to go into Malta, I should save the ships during this bad season ; l>ut if I am lo watch 
the French, 1 must be at sea, and if at sea must have bad weather ; and if the ships are not 
fit lo stand bad M'ealhcr, they arc useless: unfortunately in bad weather I am always sea 
sick. Ilut, my dear friend, my eye sight fails me most dreadfully, I firmly believe that 
ill a few years I .shall be stone blind ; it is this only of all my maladies, that makes me 
unhapjiy, bul God’s Will be done. 

(1803.) * I am glad you arc known to Mr. Addington, he is a good man. I began a Corro- 
spondcitcc, or rather ventured an opinion on the State of Affairs in this Country ; but he had 
not time to answer me and referred me over to liord Hobart, to whom J now write occa- 
sionally ; but in fact 1 have nothing lo write about. That the French arc rascals every 
one knows ; and that they want Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, and Turkey, and Egypt and 
Malta, by the way lo write this is no news, nor that I long most ardently to meet the 
French Fleet. — Whenever you write lo Lord Moira, you will not fail lo remeiuher me 
most kindly; whether he is in or out of office, my opinion of him is formed for Ability, 
Honour, and strict Integrity which nothing can shake. 1 hope he will be a firm supporter 
of Mr. Addingtoo's AduiinistratioQ< Sir Andrew Hamond well know.s, that nothing would 
give me more sincere pleasure^ than to have not merely the PJantagcnci, hnl (Captain 
Hamond, it must bo durable to , have ' our friends tiroimd us ; 1 am with perfect 
strangers, although very good men : upon every occasion 1 shall be happy to meet Sir 
Andrcw*8 wishes upoQ every subJcGtn^Havc nothing lo do, my dear Davison, with other 
peoples concerns, let th^n look out who have got the Watch.'’ — In a letter to Mr. .Inckson, 
October 8, his Loirdship slud> t will write lo Air. Dmke the moment the Battle is over ; 
caution him not to bdieve reports : the French have taken, I suppose, an invisible J'lnglish 
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Frif^ate in Hio Adriatic or the Ijcvanl, or off ihc coast of Genoa; but unfortunalcly for their 
New s makt.'rs, I have lost none.” 

On hearing, about this lime, that the brolherof his friend Captain Foley was dead, Nelson 
thus marked tla; sincerity and warmth of his attachment: “ How little, my dear Foley, do 
we* know who is to go fii*st: (Jracious God, 1 am sure to all appearance he was more likely 
to see us pass aw'ay, than wc him. My dear Foley, 1 only desire that you will always 
charge yourself in rcjiiinding me of your nephew, in whatever station I may bo ; 1 should 
be most ungrateful, if I conltl for a moment forget your public support of me in the day of 
Hattie, or your private Friendship which 1 esteem most highly ; ihercft)rc, as far as rc- 
hites to you, your nephew, au<l myself, let this letter stand against me. 1 was glad to sec 
that Fremantle had got his old ship again. If you are employed, I think the Mediter- 
ranean would suit 3 'ou better than the lllack lloeks. North Seas, or West Indies; and I 
shall be trul)' happy to have 3 ’ou near me, and to have fretpient opportunities of personally 
assuring you how much 1 am, my dear Foley, your faithful and affectionate Friend, 
NcLSO.V AM) Hiioxtu.” 

To Athn. Sir Pi ter Parker, Oct. 14. “ Your 'Grandson came to me with your kind letter 
of August CO, on October 6 , nothing ct)uld l)e more grateful to my feelings than receiving 
him. I have kept him as laeutenanl of the Victor}', and shall not part with him until I 
ean make him a Post Captain ; which you may be assured 1 shall lose no time in doing. 
Jl is the only opportunity ever offered me, of shewing that my feelings of Gratitude to you 
are as warm and alive as when you first look me by the hand : I owe all my Honours to 
you, and T am proud to acknowledge it to all the world. Lord St. Vincent has most 
strongly and kindly desired your Graiulson's promotion ; therefore I ean only lx; the 
instrument of expediting it. llelicve me ever, my dear Sir Peter, your most grateful and sin- 
ccrel}' attached Friend, Nclson an» Buoxte.” 

In writing on the same day to an old ac<|uaintance, Mr. Palmer, Lord Nelson, in 
thanking him for the Correspondence of the Prince of Wales, which had been then printed 
respecting II. R H.'s wish to be employed in the Army, thus delivered his opinion —** I 
suppose there must be some strong reasons for not complying with his Royal Highness’s 
gallant wishes. 1 think I see, that the King intends to have the Prince and his Regiment 
attached to his Majesty’s person. As a Man and as a Soldier, there Can be no reason why 
II. R. H. should not be promoted, if he wishes it ; but, I believe, wc are now so well pre- 
pared that the French will not venture the attempt at landing in England. Ireland is 
their object and Egypt.” 

(1803.) To II. II. H. the Duke of Clarence, off Toulon, Oct. 13. “ I am absolutely, Sir, 

Ca()tuiu looter Vaiker was detached up the Mediterranean in the Weasel Brig previous to the Battle 6f Tm*- 
fiilgar, and ivus made Post into the Melpomene by Lord Cullingwood. 
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beginning this letter in a fever of the mind: It is thick as butler milk, and blowing a 
Levanter, and the Narcissus has just spoke me to say, *• slic boanhid a Vessel, and they 
understood that the men had seen, a few days befon*, twelve Sail of Ships of War olf 
Minorca. It was in the dusk, and he did not know which way they were steering.” This is 
the whole Story and a lame one. On the 8lh tl\e French Fleet, as counted by (’sipltkiiv 
Boyle, was eight Sail of the Line, four Frigates, and some Corvetl('s. On the. Plh it blew 
a tremendous Storm at N. W. which lasted till llm 12th, since which time, although Sea- 
horse and llenown arc endeavouring to reconnoitre, it is so thick that I do not think 
they can either sec into Toulon, or find me if they do. Your Royal Highness will readily 
imagine my feelings, although I cannot bring my mind to bclit^vc they are actually 
out ; but to miss Ihcm— God forbid ! They aiv my Superior in numbers, but in every thing 
else, 1 believe, I have the happiness of commanding the finest Stpiadron in the World, 
Victory, Kent, Superb, IViumph, Bellcisle, and Renown f y\dmiral Cam(»bcll is gone to 
Sardhiiay and I have been an.\iously expecting him these ten days. If I should miss these 
Fellows, my heart will break : 1 am uctuallv only now recovering the shock of missing 
them in 1798, when they were going toEgyjit. If I miss them, I will give up the cudgels 
to some more fortunate Commander; God knows J only serve to fight those Scoun- 
drels, and if 1 cannot do that, I should be belter on Shore. Ocl. 16‘. The Seahorse 
(Captain C. Boyle) spoke me in the Night ; and made known that the Emmiy were in the 
same state as when last reconnoitred on the 8lli: I believe this was the only time in my 
Life, that I was glad to hear the French were in Port. I think Captain Keats is very 
much better in his health ; he is a most valuable Officer and docs honour to your Friend- 
ship. Every day increases my esteem for him botli as an ’’Officer and a Man.” 

(1803.) To Lard Hawkesburi/fOct. iGyOjfTouloit. On the arrival of the Childers on the 
6th, the Blockade of Genoa and Port Espccia immediately look place, and the southern jiarts 
of France and the Ligurian and Italian Republics will, 1 trust, seveady feel the eftccis of it. 
There was certainly a difference between the situation of the poor Tuscans and those 
other powers ; the former will always be ready to assist us against the French, whenev er 
they can do it with safety to themselves. By letters from Mr. Elliot, and Sir John Acloti, 
1 am glad to find that some active measures are taking for the security of Sicily, and 
pulling Messina into such a state of defence that it cannot be taken by surprise. 1 have 
told them some Truths ; but I am* sure they are fully sensible that I have no further views 

^ In the mmorable attack made by Admiral Sir James Sanmarez, on the Combined Fleet, .Futy m, 1801, us 
already noticed and commended by l^rd Nelson, Captmn Keats in the Superb being sent ahead by (he Admirul, 
singly opened hu fire on the rear of the Combined !Reet, and caused the destruction of the Real Cuilos and Sau 
Herminegildo of 1 IS gans each ; after which he chased, fought, and captured Ic Saint Antoine of equal force with 
hidubir.— <Krriwer/roiN o private' letteti' If aval Chron: VoU XK Page 903.) 
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in doing so, than to urge them to do what is riglil for the security of the Royal Family and 
Sicily. 1 will not touch on Mr. Elliot’s mission. He believes he is fully acquainted with 
the whole machinery that governs Naples : 1 own I doubt if lui knows more than they 
wish him ; but if they do what is right for their own security J am content, and I have 
tilv.-aj's kept a Ship at Naples for the personal security of the Royal Family ; and I have 
strengthened the Squadron which watches the French army in the heel of Italy, in case 
they should wish to cross to the Morca. I have given directions for the reception of the 
Swiss recruits on board his IMajcsty’s ships. 

* 1 ha>'b sent for Mr. Falcon to come to me, that I may consult with him on the pro- 
perest mode of proceeding, in order to make the Dcy of Algiers conduct himself with 
Ixicoming respect for his Majesty’s Government and all under its protection. Your 
Lordship may rest {issure{l, that I will not suffer, in the reparation I may demand, either 
the Dignity of his Majesty to be insulted with impunity, or those under his protection to 
be captured. At the same lime it will become my duty to take care, that I do not rashly 
plunge our Country into a AVar with such a power ; and which, notwithstanding all that has 
been said, I have good reason to believe is friendly disposed towards us and hates the 
French. On the subject of Afr. Falcon, /dm Lordship will forgive the freedom of my 
remarks : lie was Secretary to the former Consul at Algiers ; and such persons, however 
elevated their rank with us, are held very low in estimation with the Moors: therefore he 
was never really well received, nor looked upon by the Dey. I can readily believe, he did 
not think the turning away Mr. Falcon in the ignominious manner he did, the same as if 
he had turned away any other Consul. Rejmrts have reached me that just before the 
vessels sailcjl with Mr. Falcon, reflection came over the Dcy and that he sent lor Mr. 
Falcon to return. Although this would not have done away the whole of the insult, yet it 
would have opened a door for immediate reparation. But as Mr. Falcon has not men- 
tioned this circumstance, certainly very important, it may not lie true. With respect to 
the reported taking of Maltese vessels with passports, notwithstanding the circuinslunces 
are so accurately detailed even to the number of the passports, I have still very great 
doubt. 'I’o this day I have never heard from Sir Alexander Ball of the'csipture of any 
Maltest;. 1 have now sent to him to demand from the Senate, who 1 understand regulate 
these matters, the names of the vessels, to whom belonging. Master’s name, and the name 
of every man composing the crew, &c. &c. &c. that 1 may proceed upon strong grounds. 
'J'he Orders from your Lordship signifying the King’s Commands, arc So perfectly clear, 
that if I cannot procure all the satisfaction which Mr. FVilcoh's case and these captures 
demand, Hostilities will be the consequence: but if it be nccct^ry’to resort to that mea- 
sure, I shall certainly not give the Dcy the advantage of secufliiiig liis Cruisers, which at 
this season arc all in port. They usually begin to fit out in February, and sail the bogin- 
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ning of April, returning for the winter in September. Theri'fore J shall, if possible, not 
resort lo aetual hostilities, until 1 can strike a blow the same day on all his vcssids from 
one end of the Mediterranean to the other.'* 


(1803.) In writing to Count Woronzow, Oc#. 19, on the subject of Xemral Framls com- 
mitted by Russian vessels. Lord Nelson thus prefaced his remarks: “The Count MoceiiigoT 
has sent tnc a complaint that three vessels, one under Russian Colours, and two under 
those of the Republic of the Seven Islands, have been taken by some Riiglish ships and 
carried into Malta: and that the only answer the Consul of ^lalta has obtained, was, YV/c 
Judge of the Vice Admiralhj Court is mt yet arrived. Without entering into the merits of 
the case, of which 1 can know nothing but from the reports sent me of ships tletained or 
captured, whereof I scud you a copy, your llxccllcncy may rely there Avas great cause t)f 
suspicion that the vessels or cargoes, or both, Averc belonging to ]<jnemies, and were mendy 
covered Avith Neutral I’apcrs; and it even strikes me as odd in the complaint, they arc 
staled as only bound to Messina, and that the other o[)tioua1 destination, (ienoa, should 
be omitted: what occasion was there for concealing any thing in an upright transaction? 
And there is another curious circumstance lately come lo light, Avhich is, 1 believe, that on 
board the ship carrying Russian colours, the Avhole set of French Papers have be(‘n found ; 
however your Excellency know'S, that under such sus])icious circumstances none but a 
Judge can decide. My orders are positive for the respect due to the Neutral Flag; and 
Avith regard to Russia, I have rciAcatcd the orders for the strict observance of the seventh 
Article of ihcTn’aty signed at St. Pclcrsburgh, the 5lh (17) of .June, 1801. I chall only lastly 
observe, that 170 French vessels Avere in the Rlack .Sea at the commencement of hosti- 
lities, and that by a magic touch of Merchants, they btJcame in a moment Rimiaiis, 
Imperials, loitians, Hagusans, and not one French vcss<;l remained — lhav<j ! but allow me 
to assure your Excellency, that I ever am, with the highest respect, your most obedient 
and faithful humble servant Nelson and Rronte.’ 


To' Lord Hawkesbury, Oct, 20. am happy in having anticipated your J.ord- 
ship’s Avishes, by corresponding with Constantinople. The French Fled liom 'roulon has 
as many d(»ij['nations as there ar6 countries ; for it is certainly by no means sun? that 
Buonaparte abvays makes war. upon his Enemies. It is more lo his adA'anlage sometimes 
lo attack his Friends, especially if they are Aveak and Avish to dclend ihcmscdvos. J havi? 
lately added lo our force destined principally lo Avatch the French Army in the heel (d‘ 


Italy, and it is under a very intelligent Officer, CapUiin Craycraft, Anson, 44-, Jimo, 33, 
Arrow, 20, Bittern, 18, Morgiana, 18. With this force I think avc haAc done all that is 


possible to save the Moi;^ and the Seven Islands, .and lo prcA'ent that ./Vrmy pas>.ing to 
Egyptl* — In Avriling the st^me lime to his Excellency Mr. Frere at Madrid, the Ad- 
miral e.\prc9sed hU.senUme&t^ r^p^ng a War with the Spaniards: “I trust that 

VOL. II. ' * 



534 


Spain will be too wise to go to war with us. We ought by. mutual consent to be the very • 
best friends, and both to l)C ever hostile to France. . . As probably this letter will be read 
before it gels to you, 1 <*au only tell tlie Reader, TTuit a British Fleet never was in higher 
Order, Health and (iood Humour, than the one I have the happiness to command ; end if the 
fWneb do not rue the dtvj when we get alongside of them, it will not be the fault of the Cap- 
tains, Officers, or Ahn, but must be of your Excellency's most obedient servant. Nelson 

A\'I) liuoNTE. 

(1803.) To Count ^Mocemgo, Oct, 29. “ I have been honoured with your Excellency's 
letters respecting the detention of three Vessels, belonging, as was reported to your Excel* 
Icncy, lo the. Republic of the Seven Isles, with cargoes the properly of subjects of other 
Powers, the vessels l)eing chartered ; and that the papers were not delivered to the Consul 
of the Republic of the Seven Isles at Malta. 1 have lieen positively ordered to give di- 
rections for observing, not only the Neutrality of the Seven Ishnj, but in case of need to 
.assist them against the French. These orders I nodfied on my first arrival ; and your 
Excellency will believe, that I did iipt fail lo give the very strictest directions to his Majesty’s 
Fleet for their being observed. Admitting the statement of your Excellency to be just, 
as to the mode «)f procedure of the Captain of the frigate, in not delivering the Papers to 
the Consul of the Seven Isles .at Malta, your Excellency will 1 am sure agree with me, 
that it has been in that respect perfectly correct ; for the Captor is obliged to make Oath, 
that he has delivered every Paper found, lo the Commissionei^ appointed by the High 
('ourl of Admiralty, and has allowed no |>er8on to liave them in his possession : 'niis law 
is so just that not a woixl can lx: said, and all Nations must approve of such a . regulation ; 
for Avithoul it PajAcrs might be kept back, or aller^ for purposes contrary to Justice. 

“ With respect to the original detention of the Vt^els, that must be diE^rred on the 
belief that the Vessels and cargoes are Enemy’s properly, or that either the Vessel or cargo 
is Fhiemy’s property; in idiher case the necessity of carrying the Vessel into port is oIj- 
vious — this is a tax which Neutrals are subject to; but if it should turn out that there was 
no just cause for dclcnliou,* the Vessels are liberated by the Judge of the Admiralty Court 
aAcr a trial, and such damage awarded as the case may rotiuiro. .This 'rribunal l^ing gCn 
knowledged by all Nations, aud inoro particularly by our .augui^t ‘Soyerptgns'iitvthc 
late Treaty of St. Pelcrsburgh, nothing cun lx: more regular' thl^ briti^ilg the cause bef^ 
it as soon as possible. J am aware it may be said, why'.V|ras'notihb-dpnA':ihunediateIyf 
To whidh 1 can only answer, that 1 am very sorry the Jpdge of the appointed' 

by his Majesty lor the Island of Malta, from romo can«e;,pnkn6wtf tt> i)W5 was not arrived ; 
it is lo this circuinslance that both, the Neutral Power and the Capidrs have equally,, to 
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regi’et the not being able to obtain an eariier decision. But wherever the fault or acoiclont 
of his non-arrival may lie, your Excellency will agree with me, that it does not rest with 
the Captors ; and we can neither of us say, that any one has dune wrong in bringing these 
Vessels to adjudication, until it is proved so. 1 have every inducement both of a public 
and private nature, to wish much prosperity to the commerce; of the rising Republic, leis- 
tered under the special protection of your august Sovereign; between whom and my 
Royal Master, so happily suinists such a perfect good understanding and harmony. 1 
send your Excellency the Report of the Captain making the Seiiture, on which only 1 can 
form my judgment: It appears, if that be corn;ct, that there was great cause'to suspect 
at least the cargoes being Enemy’s property.” 

(1803.) lo Afr. Spiridion Foresti, Oct, 22. *‘ Although i have answered Count Moccnigo 
fully on the detention of some Vessels l^longing to the Republic of the Sev(;n Isles, yet 
1 shall do the same to you, in order that it may come regularly lietbrc his Exc’cllcncy the 
Prince President. You communicated to the government of the Republic, that I was 
instructed to aid and assist them to the utmost of my power, in case of an attack from tin' 
French ; and I gave the very strictest order to the whole of his Majesty’s Fleet under my 
command, to respect their Neutrality : therefore in those respects, us hir us ix;lntcd to me, 
I have done all which the Republic could possibly wish or desire. 'I'he detention of the 
Vessels alluded to, I am confident must have been made from an impression o?i the 
Captors, that the Vessels and cargoes lielonged to our Euemics, or that (;ithcr the one or 
the other did so ; for certainly ho Captain would knowingly risk his Commission by dis- 
obedi(;nce of orders, or ruin himself by l)eing obliged to pay for making an illegal Seizure. 
From the report transmitted to me, of which I send you a copy, it appears that the Par- 
tinope and St. George belonged, either Vessels, or cargoes, or both, to our Enemies ; and, 
although under Ionian colours and passes, were lawful objects of Seizure ; and the cargoes 
being admitted, by the President uot to belong to subjects of the Republic, I cannot con- 
ceive under What iNretence he interferes for the cargoes, whatever he may for the \^*sscls; 
of them, by.his own account, he can know nothing but what he is told. Captain Richard- 
soh supposes them to belong to the Genoese ; and, on that belief, be was not only juslifi- 
able in sending them into port, but seems to have conducted himself, by the President’s 
account and no other h^ rettch^ me, iii strict conformity to the laws and regulations of 
the High Court of Admiralty; in refusing the Ionian Consul the pa))crs: for it is Justice 
and the Law of Nations that must finally decide these matters, and not the pleasure of any 
individual however hi^ his rank. Justice presides in the British 'rribunals, and even the 
Monarch is not suffered to' interfere. Jf the V^^s were proved to belong bona fide to 
subjects of th.e Ref 
sincefdy wito;|^ey 


lipil ai|4 were, pot covered for purposes contrary to Neutrality, 1 
t trust the President will be satisfied willi this 
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informaiiun respecting our Laws ; and I can only re>assure him and the Republic, that as • 
t'iir as my situation will allow me to interfere in any manner beneficial for them, it will never 
1)0 omitted.” 

In writing during this month to an old acquaintance and most valuable officer, Rear 
Admiral Maenaniara Russel, Lord Nelson thus addressed him in the style that was 
most congenial with the bluntness of his <rharacter : “ Here I am, waiting the pleasure of 
thi'sc fellows at 'I'oulon, and we only long to get fairly alongside of them. I dare say, there 
would be some spare hat$y by the time w'o had done. You are a pleasant fellow at all 
times ; and, as Commotlore Johnstone said of General Meadows, J have no doubt but your 
Company uould he delightful on the day of Battle to your Friends, but damned bad for your. 
Enemies. 1 desire, my dear Russel, you will always consitfer me as one of the sinccrest 
of the former.” 

(1803.) On the 24th of October, his Fleet being very short of water, and not finding 
either the Renown or Canopus which had been detached join, the Admiral determined to 
go to the Anchorage amongst the Madelctm'' Islands to the north of Sardinia, where Sir R. 
Biekerton had Ireen previously sent by an Admiralty order from Sir Thomas Troubridge. 
Capt. Ross Donnelly was accordingly left with the Narcissus and Sea Horse, Hon. C. Boyle, 
to watch the French Fleet. Th(' (mtrance to this Anchorage through the Straits of Boni- 
faccio w'as at all times perilous, owing to sunken rocks over which the passage lay; and 
these dangers were then increased by heavy gales with dark and squally weather. Some of 
the ships (lasscd in so extraordinary a manner, that their Captains could only consider it 
as a i)rovidential interposition in favour of the great Officer who commanded the Reet.' 
His Lordship’s Diary gives the following concise account : Oc?. 2.5, saw Corsica and 

Cape Ijongo .Sardo ; from noon to day light next morning, wc liad a heavy swell with 

« 

1 In 1798, the Hon. Cniitain Sfymonr Finch, of his Majesty’s ship the Pearl, surveyed the Madcicna Islands, 
and tran!iinitu-d a Cliart of them to the Admiralty, which was sent out to Sir R. Rickcrion. A second Survey was 
afterwards made of the Madciciia and Barclino Islands, by Captain llyvcs of his Majesty’s sliip Agincourt, and two 
Charts drawn ; one of which hoic the date of ISC'.!, and the other of 1803. In the first were introduced the 
Suiindiiigs that had been taken by the Victory, Raven, and Camel ion ; but a great difiTerence being observed 
between the two, they were both sent out to Lord Nelson, in order to tucertaia which was the most correct. 
Fr«,m the <ibscrvationi> that were made by his lx)rdship, the Chart in the Hydrographer’s Office, Captain Hurd, at 
the A<lmir.alty has been engraved, which is dated Feb. 20, 1804; and anotbtt with considerable additions if now 
about to be made under the very able tlircctioii of Captain Hurd. That of 1804 marks tlie andhorage in /^Incourt 
Sound which was used by Lord Nelson, It consists of an indented Bay on the Northern CdfSt of Sutdinia, de- 
fended to the Northward by the Islands of St. Esteven, Spargioton, Magdelena, and I^abrera. But the best 
anchorage for a large Fleet in point of room is in Arsaikena Sound. CapUin Ryves saysi "tl)at.<he N.W. winds 
blow in Madclena Harbour with great violence, and that the current! guided by (he windsi/iiri nearly two ancLa . 
half knots when it blows hard. There is plenty of good wood, and of good water in win^ at tbg two rocks in. 
Agincourt Sound. The Rivers are said to run in summer. Cuming from the South, there many islands along 
the Coast, which make the entrance to strangers difficult.” 
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squally weather. During the whole of the 26*th lost ground all day. The next day \vc 
had strong breezes at £.S.£. directly through the Straits, and Ibuiid we had gained two 
points to the eastward in the night. Throughout the ensuing night we had strong gales, 
and were under reefed courses. i\t six o'clock the next evening, having s]>iii many sails, 
we found ourselves abreast of Isle Rosso. All night strong gales. Saturday, Oct. 39 ,’ 
found ourselves about five leagues directly to leeward of the place we left last night. 
At day light made sail under close reefed to]>sails and reefed courses, with a very strong 
current against us ; but the Fleet being absolutely in distress for water, [ tim tklvrw 'nied to 
persevere notmthstandhig all the difficulties. Atone IMVl. fetched C'astel Sardo, a s)null town 
in Sardinia, rounded in stays three miles from the shore : liealing along shore all night 
about three miles from the coast. October 31. Not being able to clear the Levisena Islands 
stood towards Shark's Mouth, tacked and fetched the northernmost of Martha Islands. 
N. B. The Straits of Bonifaccio lie between the Martha and Levisena Islands, the last of 
which belong to Corsica. When near the soulhcrnmosl Martha Island, wc opem'd tiu' 
little one to the westward of the Island Spanioti, close to the ledge of rocks, and 
weathered them almul one mile ; wc then tacked under Sardinia and stood into a b(;au> 
tiful little bay or rather harbour. After various tacks and being close to the two rocks 
in Captain llyves' chart, and abreast of the rocks where he was, the whole S(|iiailroii 
anchored by six o'clock in the evening, without any accident, in AgiiK’ourt Sound under 
the Sardinian shore." 

(1803.) To Captain Ryves^ Nov. 1; ‘We anchored in Agincourl Sound ycslcrday 
evening, and I assure you thatl individually feel all the obligation due to you, for >our 
most correct chart and directions for these Islands. Wc 'worked the Victory (‘very fool of 
the way from Asinaria to this anchorage,, blowing hanl from 'Longo Sardo, muler doubled 
reefed topsails. I sliall inform the Admiralty how much they ought to be oblig(>d to your 
very great skill and attention in making this survey. This is absolutely one of the finest 
Harbours I have ever seen.' 

The morning after the arrival of our Fleet, the Governor of Madelcna came on board, 
and Lord Nelson despatched the following letter to the Marquis dc St. Andr^, Viceroy of 
Sardinia. “ I have the honour to inform ^our Excellency of the arrival of part of his 
Britannic Majesty’s Fleet under my command, at this , place, for the purpose of getting 
refreshments for the Crews ; and, I trust,, from the friendship which so happily subsists 
between our Royal Masters, that I shall find no real difficulty in obtaining them, alihongh 


^ ^ » I* 

' Cape bongo Su^b; Meordiog to the Admirdty Chert, when first te^, appears perpendicular with a Tower oa 
the top. Htjitlfsifiiouth is a point of Rocks so Mined by Captain Ryves, that run out n quarivrul'n mite into the 
sea, with bw^'roi^ etStonie lUile dittMice firom qie'pt^. • Half way betweeo l^ingo Sardo and Shark’* Mouth is 


the Unrbopp'of I>)n^ 3stdo. 

•‘I g*' ' ^ 

.■VOXr'II. - 1. fV." 
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tlu’re iippcsir some obstacles relative to the ijuantity of cattle. Ilis Sardinian Majesty • 
liad the gocMlncss to send me a rnessagt', through Mr. Jackson, tlial I should lje received 
and suj>plled in his ports of Sardinia. 1 need scarcely apprize your Excellency that in case 
of this Island being attacked by the J’rcneh, 1 am instructed to give; your Excellency 
'aH the assistance in my power, and which I shall most certainly zealously perform.”— In 
M riling at the same time to Mr. Jackson, his Lordship thus exjiressed his opinion of the 
anchorage : “ What a noble harbour is formed by these islands, the world cannot produce 
a Hncr. 'I'hc generality of our crews have been upwards of five months at sea, 'I’his is 
not a very plentiful place, but still I hope we shall be allowtxl to purchase what we can 
obtain for our money ; for the stated supplies of thirty bullocks for each shij) might do 
very well, if they each weighed 700lb, but rvhat we gel are only from 150 to !2U0lb : and 
although the King of Sardinia may not he at war with the French, yet if for want of 
refi'eshments this Elect be laid up, 1 believe tlu; French would not scruple to take Sardinia 
and Sicily. Therefore all parties are or ought to be warmly interested in our welfare, and 
in keeping us in good health. 'I'lie Sardinians generally speaking arc attached to us ; but 
there are French intriguers amongst them, and I understand they hope to bring about a 
revolt.' 

( 1 803.) To Mr. Drummond t nt Constantinople. * The particular situation of our Country at 
this raomenl, prevents the Admiralty from furnishing me with Frigates and smaller vessels ; 
therefore 1 inust equally regret with your Excellency the not being able to send any 
directly to Constantinople. I feel very happy that my conduct is still satisfactory to the 
Sublime Porte, my Zeal and Activity they may fully rely upon ; but it may be possible, 
that, notwithstanding all my care and attention, the French Fleet will escape me and get 
to Egypt, or the Morea, before I can come up with them ; that they are bound there I 
have very little doubt. Therefore I would strongly recommend the Turkish Government 
to be upon its guard ; being at peace with so treacherous a people as the French, is no 
security against an attack. The last report was Oct. 26, eight sail of the line reUdy for 
sea, six frigates, and five or six corvettes ; they had been pressing in every part to get 
men, and 5000 troops arc ready for embarkation. Every hour 1 exixsct to hear of their 
sailing.’ 

^ • 

During Lord Nelson’s continuance at the Madelena Islands, the following note was 
entered in his Diary : A'ov. 7. 1 had the comfort of snaking an old Agamemnon^ George 
Jones, a Gunner into the Camelion brig.—The Flct^t soon afterwards unmoored and proceeded 
to its station off'l’oulon. On the 7th, he hud sent the following letter to General Vilettes, 
respecting a war with Spain. ‘ My dear General : I certainly think that the Navy 
ought to have had a regular Hospital at Malta, and not to have thn)wn the trouble of 
attending our seamen on the medical skill of the Army ; and whenever Sir liichard 
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. Jiickerton and Dr. Snipe go 1o Malta, 1 intend they should examine the large house on 
the opposite side to you, which will be a very fit place for a Marine llospilul. 1 uin very 
much obliged to you for the 100 shells, I have no doubt we shall have occasion to use 
them ; if the Enemy run into port, 1 shall not be very delicate when* the place is. Your 
kindness, my dear (jciieral, 1 have experienced on every occasion, and your readiness lo* 
serve us is ackiiowlcdg<'d by all the Fleet... I agree with yon, that unless lluonuparte is 
absolutely mud and that the people about him are so likcAvisc, he will not ^\ish to throw 
Sicily entirely into our hands, in order to revenge himself of the King of Naples, much 
less force Spain into a w'ar which must so much injure the Frenc'h Cause : to us*it matters 
not being at war with Spain. VVe may l)e forced to go to war with her for her com- 
plaisance to the French : but I m^ver can believe, that Buonaparte’s counsellors are such 
f(M>]s us to force Spain to lK?gin, and of coui'sc give us all her riches and commerce. 'J'hc 
war would not cost us one farthing moi'c than at present. 1 intend to leave this an- 
chorage on Wednesday, and get home again : Although 1 have two good frigates watching 
them, yet 1 like to be at hand in case of need.” — In writing on the same day to Captain 
Ball, he adds, “ What! iloes Buonaparte begin to find Excuses necessary.^ I thought he 
would invade F.ngland in the face of the Sun, now he wants a three days Fog : that never 
yet happened, and, if it should, how are his Craft to be kept together.^ fie will find more 
Excuses. I expect the Enemy every hour to jmt to sea and with 'IVoops; the event, with 
God’s blessing on our exertions, w'C ought not to doubt. — 1 really believe that we are 
the siron" pull and pull altogether /” 

(1803.) The Character of this renowned Admiral appears still more intcri'sling, when it 
occasionally descends from the elevation of a Commander in Chief, and of a great States- 
man watching the progress of French intiuence throughout the Mediterranean, to sooth 
the feelings, and to assist the judgment of subordinate officers in his Fleet by parental 
advice. During the month of November, a Ijieuteuunt on board of one of the frigates 
had ventured to write to his Adiniral, and to express dissatisfaction against tlie Captain of 
that frigate. The reply of liOrd Nelson displays a thorough knowledge of‘ the human 
heart, and that subduing tenderness by which he won the affection of all who servi’d under 
him — **1 have just received your letter, and I am truly sorry that any difference should 
arise between your Captain, who has the reputation of being one of the bright Officers of 
the Service, and yourself, a very young man and a very young officer, who must naturally 
have much to learn ; therefore the chance is that you are perfectly wrong in the disagree- 
ment. However, as your present situation must be very disagreeable, 1 w’ill certainly 
take an earlyopportunity of removing you, provided your conduct to your present Captain 
Ix) such^ that another may not xefiiM to receive you." 

To Sir John Actons Not). 24, ofTottlon. «On the 9th I sailed from the Madelcna 
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Jshinds. We have had a very bad passage aud much blowing weather, but our ships ' 
have not suflered any material damage. The French Fleet yesterday, at two o’clock, was 
in u|)[)car:incc in high feulher, and as fine as paint could make them ; eight sail of the 
line, eight I'rigalcs, and several corvettes were ready for sea. One ship of the line was 
'fitting in the Arsenal, her top masts an end ; this is their state, but when they may sail or 
where they will go, 1 am very sorry to say is a secret I am not acquainted with. Our 
wtather beaten ships, 1 have no /ears, will make their sides like a plumb pudding. Lord 
Hobart says, as they increase in force at home which is doing rapidly, that they will not 
forgi't an 'additional one for the Mediterranean. The general Orders to suj)port the King 
of Naples are repeated, and I shall only assure your Excellency, that the defence of their 
Majesties and their Kingdoms is always nearest my heart. The Excellent, 74, Captain 
Sotherun, has joined me from England." 

(1803.) To Mr. Spiridion Foraii, Nov. 25, of Toulon. ‘ I should wish to know whether 
* * * has the power to grant us any particular privileges in trade, and if so, what they are. 

1 uni told he has the finest Forests for building Ships of the line, and that vast quantities 
of Hemp may lie grown in his government ; and I should be glad to know what of our 
Manufiictures he could take, and to what amount. I have desired Captain ***to look 
at the Port, and ascertain whether it be capable of holding the Fleet under my Command 
and of supplying all our wants. 1 am really much interested for * *, he has always been 
a staunch friend to the English, and most parliculady kind to me ; and if X sliould ever 
go to Corfu, I shall certainly, if he l)c within a few days reach, go to see him. As J have 
done liefore, sol have again wrilUm to Mr. Hammond, and desired. him a second time to 
speak to I,ord llawkesbury on the subject of at least making good your losses, and that in 
iny opinion you ought to be rewarded for considerable sufferings, and for your unshaken 
attachment to (ireat Britain. Your attention to every part of your duty, leaves me nothing 
to recommend.' 

To Mr. Frere, at Madrid, Nov. 28. “ I have the honour to enclose for your Excel- 
lency’s information, two letters which will mark the conduct of the Spa;nianls towards us, 
and ot' which 1 doubt not but you will seriously compimn. X trust that we sliall .be rc- 
ccivi'd in the Spanish Ports in the same manner as the Frenclv-. X am, ready \o make large 
allowances for the miserable situation Spain has placed herself in ; .(lut theri^^w. .a certain 
line beyond which 1 cannot submit to be treated with <^isrespM^ ; ’We Jif^ye given up 
French wesscls taken within gun shot of the Spanish shpra, ap4 yct .l^ach .vie^l^ are 
()ei‘milted to attack our ships from the Spanish shorc^,; Your jEx<%l|eUi^y may assure thq 
S|)anish Government, that in w'hatever place the Spaniards allow' the F^ei^h to attack u^,./ 
in I hat place 1 shall order the French to be aUacked. The old qr4j^,of UQ'^v pu( jp ■ 

i'orcc against us, is infamous; and 1 trust your Excellepcy will t«ki!i'prop€fr'stfl^.thaft4iii|f«^ 
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• present mode of enforcing it be done away — It is gross Partiality, and not Neutrality." — 
Notwithstanding these aggressions on the part of .Spain, the conduct of the British (Jov<tii- 
incnt was worthy of its national character, and the regard which the two Kingdoms 
had always possessed for each other : Even so late as the nionlh of November in the 
ensuing year, Lord Nelson continued to receive these Tnsiructions from the Admiralty.* 
“ You are not to detain, in the first instance, any ship iK'longing to his Catholic Majc'hty, 
sailing from a Port of Spain; but you are to reepure the Commander of such shi[) to re- 
turn <lirectly to the Port whence she came ; and only in the cv<!nt of his refusing to comply 
with such re(piisition, you are to detain and send \uir to Gibraltar, or to Englafi*!. 1 am 
further commanded to signify their Lordships direction to you, not to detain any Spanish 
homeward hound ship of war, unless she shall have treasure on boani, nor Merchant ships 
on any account whatever.” 

(180S.) To If. It. H, the Jlukc of Clarence, off Toulon^ Dec. 7. . The French Fleet 

keep us wailing for thetn during a long and severe winter’s cruise ; and such a place as all 
the Gulf of Lyons, for gJiles of wind from the N. W. to N. E. I never 'saw ; but by always 
going away large, wc generally Jose much of their force and the heavy sc;a of the Gulf, 
However by the great care and attention of every Caj>lain, we have suffered much less 
than could have been expected. I hope now to be allowed to call Keats my Frietjd. lie 
is very inueh recovered and cheerful; he is a treasure to the Service. By the French 
Papers which we have to Nov. 19th, wc; are in momentary expectation of Buonaparte's 
descent tipoh England : And although 1 can have no fears for the event, yi.t ihei-e is, I 
hope, a natural anxiety to hear what is passing at so critical a moment, when every thing 
wc hold dear in this world is at slake. I trust in God- Buonaparte will bo destroyed, 
and that then the French may be brought, if the Pow(;rs of Europe have either spirit or 
honour, to reasonable terms of Peace : dial this may be soon, and with honour to otir 
Country, is my fervent prayer, and shall ever be my most ardent endeavour.” 

To' Earl St. Vincent^ off PahMf Dec. Pi. “ 1 have received your kind letters by 
the Excellent, which joined me on the 24th of November^ I’Jtc .Station T chose to the west- 
ward of .Sicie, was to answer two important purposes ; one, to prevent the Jnnetion td' a 
Spanish Fleet to the westward, and the other, to be to windward so as to enable me, if th<; 
norlh easterly gale came on to the N. N. W. or N. N. E. to lake shelter in a tew hours 
either under the Hieres Islands or Cape St. Sebastian ; and I have hitherto found the ad- 
vantage of that {KMsition. Spain having settled her Neutrality, I am taking my winter’s 
station under St. Sebastian to avoid the heavy seas in the Gulf, and shall ket'p frig'atos off 

• His Diary, under Dec. 9, notices the severe weather ^--"The whole of this day it blow fiom (he N. N. ^V. 
harder then 1 ever knew it, with .constant hail and nun ; in the evening stood into St. Pierre's, but could not 
get the F(eck'''(|0. iia nachor— ^Stoo4 in sen ell night in' a very heavy gale of wind." 

VOL, iF. ^.48 
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Touloii. rroiu St’picinbcr, we liavc cxpei icnccd such a series of bad weather as is rarely * 
mol with ; and T am Sony to say, that all the ships which have been from England in the 
laic war have severely felt it. 1 had ordered the transports, with provisions, to meet me 
at Si. Pierres, but as yet they havi' not made their appearance ; and although this day we 
'averagi* three months ])rovjsions, yet I wish to keep them complete to near five months, 
'i'lie passage from Malta is hardly to be made with any ship, the Amazon, which I have 
nut seen but heard of, was three weeks from Malta as far as Minorca : In short, my dear 
Lord, if I were to allow this Fleet to gel into such a Port as Malta, Utey had l)eltcr lie at 
Spilhead.' I know no way of watching the Enemy but to be at sea, and therefore good 
ships are necessary. The Superb is in a very weak state ; but Keats is so superior to any 
dilKeulties, that I hear but little from hci'. Y'ou may rely that all which can be done by 
shi])s and men shall be done ; wdiilst it pleases God to give me tlic strength of health all will 
do well, and when that fails 1 shall give the cudgels up to some stouter man ; but 1 wish 
to last till the Battle is over, and if J do that, it is all 1 can hope for, or in reason expect. 
Sir Kichard Pickertoii is a very steady good Officer, and fully to be relied upon. George 
Campbell you know.' 

(1803.) One great cx'cellcncy in Lord Nelson throughout the whole of his bright Career, 
was the talent he so eminently jiosscssed, of inspiring others with a portion of his own enter- 
prising spirit. The attention which he paid in this respect, to some of the youngest Officers 
who had the honour of serving under him, may be seen from the following letters. The first is 
addressed to Mr. J. Dalton, on lx>ard the Kenown, Dec. 14. — “ As Mrs. Lutw'idgc sends me 
word, that you have admired some of my Naval Battles, 1 think that you will like to receive 
from me a Medal, w'hich was struck by the partiality of my friends in remembrance of one 
of those Actions : at least it will .serve to remind you, that on the 13th Dec. 1803, 1 had 
first the pleasure of being known to you. A wish to imitate successful Battles, is the sure 
road, by Exertion, to surpass them, which that you may do fur your own honour and the 
advantage of your Country, is my sincere wisb.”-^In another to Mr. Charles Connor, on 
his being rated Midshipman on board the Niger, he wrote tis follows. Dear Charles : As 
Captain Ilillycr has Iteen so good us to say he would rale you Mid, 1 sincerely hope that 
your conduct will ever continue to deserve his kind notice and protection, by a strict and 
very active attention to your Duty. If you deserve well, you are sure of my assistance. 
Mr. Scott will furnish you with money to bc^gin your Mess, and 1 shall allow you thirty 
])ounds •a year, if it be necessary, which Captain llillyer will supply you’ with. And as you 
from this day start in the world tis a Man, I trust that your future coiMiuct in life will 
prove you both an Officer and a Gentleman : Recollect that yo6 must 1^ a Seaman to be 
an Officer, and also that you cannot be a good Officer williout being a Gentleman. I am 
always with most sincere good wishes, your true Friend, Nbi.son and-Buontb.'’,,;,,, 
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• (1803.) To Sir T.TrouOrUIge, Dec. off' Corsica. ‘ Wcrc I, my dear Troiibriclgc, to 

begin describing all tbe coniphiinls ami wauls of this rieel, it would bn cxaelly the same, 

I dare say, as you receive from all other stations; but as it can be alicndcd witli :io good 
elTccl, 1 shall save myself the trouble of Avriling, and yon of reading them. 1'lie siorekoepcr 
has sent two ships to the Adriatic to land hcm[), and ihcR'lbrn 1 liope that w(‘ shall in (inie* 
get rope to supply our wauLs.* Every bit of twice-laid stuff belonging to th<' Canopus is 
condemned, and all the running rigging in the Fleet, ex«*ept the V ieicny’s. AVe have fitted 
Urn Excellent with nCAV main and inixcn rigging; it was shameful for the dock-yard to send 
n ship to sea with such rigging. The Kent is gone to Malta, fit only for a summer s passage. 
They are still under such alarm at Naples, that 1 caimol withdraw the (Jibraltar. I have 
submitted to Sir Richard Strachan, whether the .slate of the French ships at Cadix would 
allow of his coming to me for six weeks? for although 1 have no feais of the event of a 
Rattle with six to their eight, yet if I can have eight to their eight 1 shall not despise the 
equality. We arc not stoutly, or in any manner wxll manned in the N'ieiory; but she is 
in very excellent order, thanks to Hardy, and I think woe l)e to the Frenchman she gets 
alongside of. I have just been to the Southern end of Sardinia, having ordered the transports 
with provisions to meet me at St. J^ierre's; but it blew such a tremendous sionn, that wc 
could not get in. It however turned out fortunate, for alter the gale we got into the Gulf 
of Palma, which is without exception the finest ojien roadstead J ever saw. J shall send 
you the plan of it and soundings, taken by the Master of the Victory, an eltre of Jlallo- 
wcll’s; 1 have him here to make him a Lieutenant. Lemon Juice wc arc gelling, and 
much belter than we procure from England; but the difficulty is coming at the price; 
and at this distance it is not all our letters that can rectily incorrectness. 1 have directed 
Sir Richard Bickerton, who is gone in the Kent, to make imjuiries into this department: 
there is no such thing as stopping the b^ing of bread, although I have accounts of abun- 
dance coming from England; but they like to buy, and so they may, I will however give 
no order. You will see the reports respecting a naval Hospital at Malta. It is curious that 
in a place taken by the close blockade of the Navy, and when the tmly reason for keeping 
it was to have a naval Station, that no spot has been allotted ibr a naval Hospital; and wc 
arc upon sufferance from day to day., Beguy is certainly the only proper ])lacc, as it 
stands insulated with grounds and has every means of comfort; but to complete it for l.oO 
men would cost, besides the purchase of house and grounds, 10001., and 2000/. more to 
put it in order. Ball says 60001. would do the whole; but I say for 5, read 10,000/. 1 

* liMtnctibw h»d been iwat^^out by our Government to Mr. Eton, who bad been appointed the ^upvrintendant 
uf Quarantine at Malts, to proc^ to ibe Black Sea,, and purchase i& the Russian dominions a certaiii proportion 
of Naval Sum ikttcf Pravlsioas fbr thA. supply of our Eeet in the Mediterranean. 
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liave six frigatos and sloops watching the Frencli Army in llic Adriatic and at the mouth* 
of tho Ar(''hi|)elago.' 

On leaving the Bay of ?ul|na, the Fleet fx ing in want of water, Lord Nelson stood 
again for Agincourt Sound, IVfudeleiia Islands, and on the 2l8t of December sent Captain 
' Koss Donnelly to ascertain whether the French Fleet was still in Toulon. 


(180.3.) 'I'lu: following letter to Lord Ilobarl, dated December 22, is the first of those 
interesting coininuiiications respecting the value of Sardinia to this Country, which the 
Admind sedulously, but it is fean'd incflectually, endeavoured to impress on the attention 


of Goveftunenl. 


'Phe keen discrimination of llic 


French, and the excellent information 


which they have gained rosi»eeting I he Island of Sardinia, render it unnecessary to keep 
lhe.se observations and suggestions of Lord Nelson from the public. They can give no ad- 
ditional information to our implacable F.iiemy, and may, before it is too late, call the atten- 
tion of the Nation to facts, which that great Statesman <lccincd of the utmost importance. 

‘ My dear Lord: Jn presuming to give my opinion on any subject, I venture not at 
infallibility, and more particular information may convince me that opinion is wrong. 
Bill as my Observations on what I see, are not unacceptable, I shall state them as 
they strike mo at the moment of writing. God knows if we could possess one island, 
Sakdikia, we should want neither Malta nor any other: This, which is the finest island 


in the Meditejranean, possesses Harbours fit for Arsenals, and of a capacity to hold our 
Navy within twenty-four hours sail of I’oulon — Bays to ride our Fleets in, and to w:itch 


both Italy and 1’oulon, no Fleet could ptiss to the eastward between Sicily and the coast 
of Barbary, nor through the Faro of Messina ; Malta in point of position is not to be 
named the same year with Sardinia. All the fine Ports of Sicily arc situated on the eastern 
side of the Island, conscipiently of no use to watch any thing but the Faro of Messina. 
And, nv/ Tjord, I venture to predict, that if we do not from delicacy or commiseration of the 
lot of the unfortunate Kinv; of Sardinia, the French will get possession of that Island. Sardinia 
is very little known; it was the policy of Piedmont to keep it in the back ground, and 
whoever it has belonged to, it seems to have been their maxim to rule the inhabitants with 
severity, in loading its produce with such duties as prevented the growth. I will only 
mention one circumstance as a proof: half a cheese was seized, because the poor man was 
selling it to our boats, and it had not paid the duty. Fowls, eggs, beef, and every article 
are most heavily taxed. The Coast of Sardinia certainly wants every penny to maintain 
itself; and yet I am told, after the wretched establishment of the Island is paid, that the 
King docs not receive 5000/. sterling a year. 'Phe Country is fraitflil beyond idea, and 
abounds in cattle and sheep, and wQuld in com, wine and .oil. It has no manufactoiies. 
In the hands of a liberal government, and freed from the dread oif the Barbary States, 
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there is no telling what its produce would not amount to. It is worth any money to 
obtain, and I pledge my existence it could be held tor us lilllc as Malta in its establishment, 
and produce a large revenue — I have done, perhaps you will tiiink it time: I will not ven- 
ture to give an opinion on the stale of the 'L'urkish Empire, although I have a strong one; 
but that would be too bad . . 

(1803.) During his stay at the Madclena Islands, he wrote on the ‘i9th of Deecmber 
to our Minister Mr. .lackson:--* 1 anchored here to clear my transports with provisions 
and was going to sea this morning, but T am prevented from a heavy gale of wcsU;iiy wind. 
By letters from Mr. Elliot, of December 11, received last nighi, 1 find appri'hensions are 
renewed of the invasion of Sardinia from Corsica. 'I’lie King may be assured, that as far 
as 1 arn able I should tie happy in prevenliug it; but a vessel cruising in the Straits o(' 
Bonifaccio would not have the desired effect; for cither a calm, a gale of wind, or even a 
night, would preclude any use from such a Cruiser. I only Jiope that the King will not be 
alarmed. 'J’he Sardinians, generally speaking, are attached to us; yet there are J'rciich 
intriguers amongst them, and I understand they hope to bring about a revolt before this 
invasion. In whatever I can be useful to their Majesties, they may command me; but 
the destroying of the French Fleet is the greatest service I can render to them, to Kui'ojic, 
and our own Country. The chart of Sardinia which you sent me, is a most excellent one.’ 

2’o Sir John Acton^ December 2.9. * ... I am much obliged for all the news you are so 
good as to tell me, but the assurances of the present French Government are not to Ik: 
depended upon: their system is to lull those, whom they wish to destroy into a fatal security. 
In* no other light can they wish for the disarming of the Calabrians ; they would then have 
an open road to tlie coast opposite to Sicily ; and as I am touching upon this subject, 
should unhappily the King find it projicr to quit Naples, although the Court and the 
greater part of the Royal Family should go to Palermo, yet the head-(iuarlcrs with the 
King ought to be at Messina, in order to communicate freely with the kingdom of Najih's. 
So much advantage would arise from it, that I am sure it will strike your Excellency ; and 
with Calabriaps in arms, what good effects may not lie expected. J am fully aware, my 
dear. Sir Jobn, of the delicacy of pouching upon this subject, but my heart is w'ith you 
and I could not resist it. I observe what your J'.xccllcncy says respecting the European 
Bowers; it wgs a,d|^tre of aggrandisement in some of the great ones that lost them every 
thing, even much of their pwn possessions. I have my fears that Russia will not come 
forwai^ as she ouj^i; but if she and the Emperor were to join, I think Buonaparte would 
tumble, from bis sU^oii» apd Europe get an honourable Peace. That the French should 
hate you, is the highttt compliment they can pay: if you had advised tlic King to degrade 

' remaindvr of tliit letter ifeipecting Porto Ferrejo, and ihc Island of KIba is well worthy oftlic attrniinn 
of dh^rqneht, and' in particiilar of Lord Grenville., ^ 

you l,T, ^ 4T 
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himself, Jhc3' would have despised you and his honour would have been lost, which now, 
thanks to your Excellency, is preserved entire . . . F shall conclude by merely repealing, 
that you are sim' of me in lime of need: and 1 hope lo l)c more al 1113 ease aAer the 
Ratlle with the IVench riec;!. 1 think they cannot much longer remain in port, and it 
would be a very dangerous experiment to leave them on the presumption that they would 
not come lo sea.’ 

In writing about the same lime to Fiis Excellency Admiral Sir John Warren atPelcrs- 
biirgh, the conduct which that Emperor shoidd have adopted is described: — “ It would be 
so much for the honour of Russia to go to war with the Corsican, thall hope the l^mperor 
has decided upon it long before this lime. If he does not, his Protcgf*es, Naples and Sar- 
dinia, will lx? lost.” — ^'I’he clear politiciil judgiiicnt wdiich liord Nelson, as appears by 
many of his letters, had formed of the designs of Russia, is an extraordinary proof of his 
great abililit's as a Statcsimin; nor had he at that lime received the following secret intel- 
ligence lesjM'eting the designs of Pelersburgh, which arrived in the month of March, 1804: 
“ The wish of this Cabinet is to drive the Turks out of Europe, lo make Greece an inde- 
pendent Slate, and lo mstore a part of Poland; that is, lo cR*ct a small kingdom or prin- 
cipality for the Great Duke Constantine, to whom they must give something: these are 
their wishes, as well as lo slop the progress of Ruonaparte. But there is both in system 
and personal charaelcT so total a w’ant of energy, so much irresolution and dread of 
expense, that 1 cannot lake upon me to say what T think they w'ill do. Great armaments 
are preparing in the ]31uck Sea; and the Minister of Marine has said, that it was the inlen- 
lion of the Emperor to have their maritime force all concentrated in that Sea, and to keep 
in lh(“ Baltic only ships enough lo hold the Sivedcs in cheek. But while all this is doing, 
it is lo be feared that the French, who have made a strong parly amongst the Greeks, may 
land in Epirus. If they get possession of those ports and the Morca, it will, Avhen the 
Greeks have declared, be a very ditlicult matter to drit'e them out of a country lull of 
narrow passes and inaccessible heights. What was, %vhcn I wrote, a matter of speculation, 
is now become a mailer of necessity.” 

(1803.) Notwithstanding his increased ill state of health al this time, wdiich liad been 
occa.si(jned by the scvctc service and w’calhcr he liad experienced, his active and zealous 
mind <‘ontinued watchful over the security of every Power, that was on terms of amity 
with his^ Country. He strongly suspected the French of having a design on {jaidinia, and 
more particularly, when lhc;y were informed of the commodions harbour in the Madelena 
Islands, and the supplies which our Fleet had been allowed to enjoy. ^ He determined, 
therefore, in case such an attempt Should be made, to have every arrangement previously 
formed lo resist the invasion. On the 31st of December, in an ofBeiad letter on this subject, 
which he addressed lo General Vilettes^is Lordship expressed a wish to know, Whether, 
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if the French should possess themselves of those Islands, the General could send a nun) her 
of men, not exceeding 1000, to retake them? which the Admiral was of opinion would he 
ail easy thing, with such assistance as he could give from the Fleet, if it wen; done heforc 
the French had a sutiicienl length of time to fortiiy themselves, or to induce the inhabi- 
tants to cooperaU*. And this was supported on the same day by the following private letter: 

“ In the request 1 have made for more troops, in ease the French Imm Corsica should take 
possession of these Islands, in order to deprive us of the harbour, I have thought it better 
to make it entirely oflicial that it may not l)e misunderstood: If you think you can with 
propriety spare the troops for such a service, you will of course have them ivady for em- 
barkation at the shortest notice; but 1 hojie that the Frcnch will remain (fuict. 'I'hey have, 
however, threatened the Sardinians if they do not shut their ports to us.” 

(1803.) To his Excellency Mr. Elliot, Mmlelcna Islands. * Every part of your intelligence 
was so interesting, that 1 read it over and over, and 1 am sorry that I (‘annot send you news 
in return of the sailing of the French Fleet, our meeting, fighting, and beating them. AViili 
res|)ccl to Sardinia, I have not the smallest doubt but if we do not, the French will possess 
it before two months; and the invasion of Sicily is not diflicnlt from Sardinia. 'I’lie V'iei‘- 
roy of Sardinia has no nu'ans to prevent a dcsc'cnt, he could not send 100 men here. 1 
have staled my opinion fully to Lord Hobart. If we possessed this Island, it woidd save 
Sicily, perhaps Ital}', certainly Turkey and Egypt; but we shall never point out to the 
King of Sardinia that he will lose it, till the French have it. T can be of little use in 
keeping a vessel cruising in these Straits; it is only ten miles from Bonifaecio, and either a- 
calm or gale of wind would render all our efforts useless .... We have had the French 
papers to Dee. 5lh, and the King’s speech I sent to Alalia. AVindham spoke violently 
on the Address, but there was no opposition to it.’ 

In writing towards the close of this year, 1803, to Governor SirT.'l’riggc at Gibraltar, 
Lord l^elson mentioned the relative state of his own force with that of the ‘Enemy. “ I 
am sorry (added he) to be obliged to take Donncgal from your vicinity for a few weeks, but 

• Lift of the Brithh and French Fleett in the Mediterranean at the close of 180:), as .sent by Lord yielson. 
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Early in tba Ail^la^ year the Royal Sovereign for the flag of Sir U. Bit’kerton, and the leviathan, were sent to die 
Meditemuim^ by Admiralty letter, Jan. 13, 1804. And it was also the intention of the Board to wmtl 

oat lOO ut^'i nnd the iiune number of boya, if tliey could be raised, to supply the deficiencies in the cuinplcments 
of the M^iterrtwvnn Eeet.- ' 
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the absc’ncc of Kent, Stately, and Gibraltar, which are never likely to be of any service' 
again in this Country, renders it absolutely necessary with the present Fleet of the Enemy; 
they are now ten to our seven, and although I have no fears for the result, of a Battle with 
our present force, yet if I could have more and had not, J should consider myself very 
rt'prehcnsible. — The coiuliiei of the French privateers from Algiers and Tarifie is very 
blatneahle, and calls loudly fur rctlbrnmtion/’ 

(1804.) On the 4th of January, the Fleet weighed at day light from the Madelcna 
a-uc. 40 . Islands, and in consequence of inforinnlion they received, his XiOrdship sent the 
following instructions to Captain Parker of the Amazon: “An Invasion of Sardinia is 
intended itiimcdiatcly on our departure hy the French from Corsica ; it is iheretore my di- 
rection that you remain at your present anchorage, and use your utmost endeavours in 
preventing the Invasion of the French, and give every aid and assistance in your power to 
the inhabitants should it be attcmjilcd. 'J'lie Cainclion will give similar orders to Captain 
Sbiincs, and direct him to remain on this service till further instructions; and you will get 
under weigh occasionally, as you may think proper.” In a previous letter on the first of 
Jumiary to .Sir R. liickcrton, the Admiral had informed him, that General Colli, an old 
ricdnionlcse Officer, or his son, was at Ajaccio to come over with the Expedition, and all 
the refugee Sardes were ordered to be assembled there, victualled, and to receive pay every 
day. “ 1 have the Order," added he, “ signed BerZ/n’er, taken in a packet boat a few days 
ago by aGibraltitr privateer." 

In conscciuencc of the violent treatment which the British Resident at Algiers, Mr. 
Falcon, had received from the Dey, and his taking the Maltese subjects of His Britannic 
Majesty prisoners. Lord Nelson, on the 91 -h of January, detached Captain Keats in tiic 
Superb to Algiers, with the following Memoranda for his giiidance.--- “ Should the Dcy 
refuse to receive you unless you return his Salute, You will not do it, and acquaint jiirn by 
letter that you will sail in twenty four hours. And you will not receive any letter from 
the Dey to me, as that would open a Negociatioii that would never end. In your first 
conversation with the Dey every sorrow is to be expressed, that his Ilighnm should com- 
mit such an insult on his Majesty, as .sending away his representative and taking his 
Maltese subjects Prisoners. Tp whatever the Dey. may urge, or to dny endeavour to turn 
the conversation to any complaints of his own. You are never to rep^‘, but always U> answer 

i 

by telling him, that jjoti were come for reparation of an Insult, and not tp attep^ to his Com- 
plaints, winch he had sent to England and settled. Althougii you wiB nCver give up iho 
reparation due to his Majesty, yet if tiu;^cy sends.off the Maltcse,tyou will receive them; 
but you will never recede a tittle from your origintd demands. . . 

‘ The Dey will probably, if you leave him with orily part of yotir Mmion accomplished. 
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ask you repeatedly, we//, are xec now at VeOce ? 'I'o which, iitilcss you completely succt'ctl, 
only reply that you will coinuiuuicate to me M'hal of our just (Iciuand has not been 
complied with, and that is the oidy answer you shall ^rive. Mever desist ou account of 
what has been granted, but demand what has not ; and h*ave die ({iicstioii of Peace or 
War entirely open, so that it may hang over his head. If die Consul be. not n^eeived.^I* 
shall never send again to Algiei-s ; and inoi’c reparation will be demandt'd, should lu' ever 
wish to accept of theofltT now made him. .Should the I)ey, which I am tohl is often the 
case, rise up in a passion and retire; yon will signify to him by letter, that you will not 
submit to be so treated, and that 3’ou will lu'vor come into his presence a^^tin to be 
insultctl, nor unless you receive his <d’ honour, that all your just demands shall be 
satisfied and finished if you go again to him, and that you will sail in twenty four hours. 
The Oey may, to our demaml for the Sicilian vessels, reply by asking, ff one of my 
subjects on my account freights a French shift will you allow her to pass ? I’lie answer of 
course would be yes, under similar circumstances. If your lliglmcss were driven out of 
Algii'i's and all your vessels destroyed, so that you were with your subjects besieging it, 
or having obtained it, us was the case, with the Maltese and llrilish, and you freighted a 
vessel with provisions to keep you from {>t;rishing ; — (Ireat Hrilain would not take an 
enemy’s vessel under those circumstances : It would be the most cruel thing in nature to 
attempt starving our Friends on any such pretence, and yet your Highness’ cruisers 
attempted to starve his llritannic Majesty’s subjects when in a similar situation.” 

'I’lie letter which his Lordship sent to the Dey by Captain Keats, extends to a consider- 
able length. It preserved, throughout, the same tone of dignified expostulation, endea- 
vouring to make the Dey sensible that any insult shewn to Mr. Falcon, was in fiict an 
insult to his Royal Master ; and the Admiral ap^icaled to the good sense of his Highness, and 
the Amity which had always subsisted between him and the King of (jreat Hrilain. “ I 
trust,” added Lord Nelson, “that you will find no difficulty in giving his Majesty full and 
complete reparation ; and as it is my intention to mark, by every means in my power, my 
former regard and respect for your Highness, I annex the Words which arc the least ex- 
ceptionable that you can offer, or I accept, for the insult done his Majesly ; and they must 
be doliveted in writing, before Mr. Falcon, his Majesty’s Agent and Consul (Icncrai, can 
be landed—* 

* I am most exceedingly mry^ that m an unguarded moment of Anger I should have ordered 
mt of the State of Algiers the Agent and Consul General of my Great Fricndt his Britannic 
'Majesty ; and I declare upon my Faith and word as a Prince, that I will never offer inch an 
limit agtdd to his Britannic Majesty, and wUlvrith pleasure receive Mr. Falcon.’ 

‘ *‘F<W this ^rpoae,’ continues the Admiral, * I' have sent my Right Trusty Friend 
:Richaid Goodwin K^tff>;f;8q. Oa][>tiun of his Majesty’s ship Superb, to your Highness to 

VOIi.*II.. . '■ ^ ' 4V 
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settle this matter in a mast proper manner; and whatever he shall state in my name, • 
I b(?g your Highness to consider as coming from me. 1 sincerely hopSe that this dis* 
agreeable business will be settled in the most amicable way, and it will ^ive me the very 
highest satisfaction to convey to my Royal Master, sentiments of real friendship from your 
• IJighness.’ 

Respecting the other j)art of Captain Keats’s Mission, the restoration of the Maltese who 
had been taken prisoners by the Algerim^s, Lord Nelson sent a separate letter to the J)ey, 
which conveyed the following remonstrance — It has been with the sincer(?st sorrow and 
surpris<', jhat I find the Cruisers of your Highness have taken several Vessels belonging 
to the Island of Malta, which, with its inhabitants, is under the protection and Sovereignty 
of his Majesty ; and of course every Maltese vessel and inhabitant arc as much British, as 
if Ixdonging toLondon. The giving up these Vessels, and Crews, and making ample repa> 
ration fur the damage they may have sustained, is so 'just, that 1 will not allow myself to 
suppose your Highness will hesitate one moment.” 

(1804.) On his arrival oil' Algiers, Lord Nelson again wrote to Captain Keats : ** Jan. 17< 
We just sec you, although not near enough to communicate ; therefore 1 put down two or 
three things as they occur. Vou will not bring out any |)erson for me to send to England 
from the Dey, on any account— all must now be settled. You have my confidence; you 
need only say, JFe go on tecll, or ill — Stai/ off Acre, or You may go. The Dey will not know 
but every hour we may reappear.”— His Highness however remained inflexible, and would 
not receive Mr. Falcon. lx)rd Nelson therefore sent word a few hours after tlie above Note, 
that he approved of all Captain Keats’s conduct; but with respect to Mr. Falcon’s not" 
being received, that >vas a point which, as the Commander in Chief, he would never give up. 
In another note on the same day, he added, ** If nut likely to end to your wishes, do not 
condescend to go to him, but leave Algiers in doubt of the event.” — Again at seven o’clock, 
P. M. ** If you think it may be of any use to stand in to morrow morning do so, if not, 
join me hei'e. I will not give up one iota of my original moderate demand. I should 
b(!tray my trust if I did.” — And when writing to Earl St. Vincent, Jon. 19» he adds, “ Before 
the Summer is out, I dare say the Dey of Algiers will be sick of his Insolence, and |)erhaps 
have his head cut off. 1 have recommended Mr. Falcon to go to England, and then he will 
be able to explain every part of his conduct ; it appears to me that it has been spirited, but 
perfectly correct.” — To Sir Evan Ne[)ean, Lord Nelson subjoined the following testimony 
to the pfofcssional character of Captain Keats : ** He has conducted himself like himself: 
he is one of the most sensible men, and best Officers, 1 almost ever met with.” 

' On the 19di of March, 1801, his Highness Mustaphn Dey, Bashaw and Governor of the Warlike City of 
Jigirn, had agreed and fally concinded, “ That from the 7th of December Tast, 1800, the Inhabitants of iWnIty 
should be treated upon the some footing as the rest of his Britannic Majesty's Servants.” 
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* (1801.) To Lord Ilohurty Jan. 20. “I have had much conversation with Captain 

Keats, but the ivhole of the Conference with the Dcy, if such a meeting can l)e called a 
Conference, wsra nothing but rage and violence on the part of the Dey, and firmness on 
the part of Captain Keats ; the stamp of whose Character, if it were not so well known by 
his actions, is correctly marked by his sensible clear letters. I am convinced that M/*. • 
Falcon had committed no impropriety, but that he was disagreeable on a(‘count of his 
spirited conduct. Your Lordship will find him a very sensible clear headed man. 1 shall 
be anxious to ixxcive his Majesty’s Commands, and I will endeavour to withhold from 
Hostilities until they arrive.” 

liOrd Hobart, on the 7lh of January, had informed the Admiral, that his <les]>alchcs of 
the I6’th and 2()lh of October, wert; laid befort' the King, and that the vigilant and zealous 
altenliou therein manifested for the Public Interests, had allbrded imu'h saiisfactiou to his 
Majesty, “ and 1 am particularly commanded,” said his Lordship, “ tocxjircss his Majesty’s 
most gracious approluilion of the line of conduct, which under the circumstances r<‘pre- 
sented, you have deemed it advisable to pursue towards the llegency of Algiers ... It is 
however without doubt of the greatest consequence at the present moment, to obviate the 
necessity of resorting to measures of force against the liarbary Stales, provided forbearance 
can 1x5 maintained without detriment to the dignity of his Majesty’s Crown, or to the 
8C<‘urity of those who are placed under the prrHcclion of his (Jovernment. The critical 
situation of the Island of Corfu, and the whole of the Morea, cannot too strongly claim 
your Lordship’s allcnlion ; for the defence of wdiieh important Countries, you have already 
' made so c.\cellenl a disposition of your Cruisers. I entirely concur in the propriety of 
keeping a vessel at Naples for the personal security of the Uoyal ramily.”-~In a sulise- 
quent letter. Lord Hobart expressed the approbation of the Cabinet, respecting the Dis- 
cretion and good Sense with which the Admiral’s Orders respecting Algiers had been 
executed by Captain Keats. Lord Hobart also added, “ that it had appeartxl advisable 
to Ministers, another communication should be made to the Dey of Algii'rs, in hopes that 
means might yet be found for procuring due satisfaction for the honour of the C!ounlry, 
without having recourse to measures of decided hostility.” — The Admiral in afterwards 
replying to this letter of Ix)rd Hobart’s, expressed the sincere pleasure with which he re- 
ceived his Majesty’s Approbation of what had been done: “ My line of conduct,” added 
that great Officer, in obedience to the spirit of his Majesty’s Inslniclions, has berm simply 
this-^To conciliate all, to protect all from French Rapacity, and 1 have the satisfaction to 
think I have completely succeeded. My attention is constantly fixed upon 'roulon, and I 
have no great reason to believe that the French will escape me, whatever may be their 
4estination ; and it Jls with red pleasure.,! can state to your Lordship, and request you 
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would stale it to the King, that no Fleet ever was in higher Discipline, and Health, and. 
Good Humour, than the one 1 have the honour to command.’* * 

But to irturn from these Transaclious at Algiers, to the other important objects which 
the Mediterranean command embraced, and the Admiral’s extensive Correspomlcnce 
. detailed. ** Short as my force is of the Knciny’s Fleet," said his Lordship when writing 
to Lord Hobart (Jan. 4), “ yet receiving from their Sicilian Majesties, from Sir J. Acton 
and Mr. Elliot, a statement of the very critical situation of that kingdom, in consequence 
of the insolent threats of Buonaparte, and their declaring that they look up, in their dis- 
tress, to Jiis Majesty’s Fleet, what, my Lord, could 1 do? 1 have ordered the (jibrultar 
to remain. My determination is never to abandon those ^ithful Allies of our Sovereign, 
and, sooner than withdraw the Gibraltar from Naples, to fight double our force. My 
heart, my J^ord, is warm, my head is firm, but my body is unequal to my aeal. I am 
visibly shook, yet as Jong as I can hold out, T shall never abandon my truly honourable 
post.” 

(1804.) To Earl St, Vincent ^ Jan. 11 . * I had not, my dear Lord, forgot to notice the 
son of Lord Duncan. 1 consider the near relations of Brother Officers, as liCgacies to the 
Service. On the subject of Promotions, 1 bt^g leave to say a few wor<ls; because 1 feel now 
exactly as you have felt in a similar situation to mine : and 1 rejoice that you, my dear 
Lord, arc not only alive, but in Office to bear witness to the truth of my words, which I 
should have quoted, even if you had been not in office. That it was absolutely necessary Merit 
should he rewarded on the moment; and that the Officers of the Fleet should look up to the Com~ 
mauder in Chief for their reward: for that otherwise the good or bad opinion of the Commander 
in Chief would he of no consequence. You always promoted meritorious Officers out of the 
Victory, and Ville dc Paris, and many private ships, for their merit. The good effect was, 
that whatever was undertaken succeeded. I myself stand in that situation, and Hardy, 
rewarded by you as Commander in Chief. You know, my dear Lord, there is nothing you 
can desire me to do, that I shall not do with pleasure ; and if 1 had known the intentions 
of the Admiralty respecting the Lieutenant mentioned, he would certainly have been 
appointed ; but having appointed a very gallant and meritorious Officer, who had in a 
most particular manner distinguished himself on board the Isis at Copenhagen, it would 
have lowered me in the Fleet, that my follower, who had performed gallant services under 
my eye, should be displaced. 1 trust you will be so good as to state, what you thought 
proper for the benefit of the Service, to the Admiralty, and be my friend at the Board. I 
have said enough for my Friend to act upon, and X rely on your kind support. I shall 
certainly endeavour to imitate you, when you commanded here with so much advantage 
to your Country. I shall not trouble you with complaints of Ships, die Board shall be 
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• iyi^swercd. Thank God the health of the Fleet has boon wonderful, and I wish I could 
add my own, however I hope to hold out to meet the French Klcel, and after that I 
believe iny career will finish. In addition to iny- other cares Sardinia must be guarded; 
the French most assuredly mean to invade it ; first, I suppose, under a pretext for keeping 
us out of it, and then they will have it ceded to them. I have written to Lord Hobart pit 
the importance of Sardinia, it is worth a hundred Maltas in position, and has the finest 
man of war harbour in Europe ; they tell me it is superior to llcerhaven— in short it has 
nothing but advantages ; the mode of getting it is to l>c considered by Ministers, but 
Money will do any thing in these days. To keep it could not in the first iinitance cost 
half so much as Malta. 1 can have no reserves— I venture my opinion, Ministers arc not 
bound to follow it : I can have no views, but to benefit my Country by telling all I know 
of situations, and bow far they can be useful. My Course is steady, and I hope some day, 
very soon, to fulfil the warmest wishes of my Country, and the exiieelations of my Friends; 
amongst whom in the first rate ({uality F consider you my old and sincere Friend, and 1 onlv 
hope you will be able at some debate to say,— *»**•• f Le/i unfinisheil by the Admiral.) 

(1804.) In writing at the beginningofthis year to the Marquis of Hertford, Lord iVcIson 
bore honourable testimony to the fame of his gallant and lamented brother Admiral Lord 
Hugh Seymour. “ I was honoured with your Jjordships letter by Mr. Seymour, the son 
of my oldest Friend ; who would at this moment, if it had pleased God to save his life, have 
most e.ssentially scrve<l his King and Country. 1 am very much pleased with Seymour, 
and have given him the first Commission which has fallen since his arrival.”— 'riiroughoul 
every station of life, however elevated or occupied. Nelson retneml)en;d his early Friends. 
In a second letter to Admiral Sir Peter Parker, during this year, he thus again expressed the 
sincerity of his gratitude. “ I most sincerely condole with you, on the premature death 
of my dear friend and contemporary your son. In your grandson Peter, you possess every 
thing which is amiable, good, and manly — an Officer and a Gentleman. He is sure of 
my warmest and aficctionate interest fur his welfare, as long as I live. Never whilst 1 
breathe shall 1 forget your kindness to me, to which I owe all my present honours. May 
'God bless you, my dear friend, and keep you in health many, many years.” — .Again, 
when writing to another worthy character. Admiral Holloway, he thus cheered the spirits 
of that Officer on nut being then employed. ** I think, my dear Holloway, it must come 
at last; for as you obseiwe your nerves are good, and your head I never heard disputed. 
Otway also wt)l get a ship, and I hope his Culluden.” — Again, when writing to Captain 
Brdbason—** Although uj^wards of thirty years have passed away since we met, yet 1 can 
never foiget your ^r^t kindness ; and believe me nothing could give me greater pleasure, 
than an opportunity oTbeing useful to any friend of yours. The loss of (hut very fine 
Syk)op the Raveuj has consequently sent all the Officci-s to England, and uUhough it would 
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not probably have been in my power to pi-oinolc 3 'onr nephew at present, yet you may 
rely that I shall bear him in my mind, and a future oceiusion may olTer. I 'hope someday, 
not very tar distant, that 1 shall enjoy the pleasure of having you under my roof at Merlon, 
where you shall have a most hearty w’elcome from, my dear Brabazon, your very old and 
Muuch obliged friend, Nbkson and‘ Brontk.” 

(1804.) In writing to C'ajilain Frenianlle at the beginning of January, he thus de- 
voutly expressed his feelings respecting the threatened Invasion by the Frencrh. “ 1 trust, 
iiiy' clear Fremantle, in God and in Enirlish valour: We art: enough in Rtigland, if true to 
ourselves.*— 11 c; maj' by chance injure us, but can never conc|uer a determined People.” 
Ilis liordsliip then wisely' added, what it would be well if the generality of Englislinieii 
would remcnibc'r: They who know the whole Machine^ can better keep it going than we who 
only see a very small part. “ Although I am naturally anxious for the issue of the attempt, 
yc;l T caijiiol doubt of the final event — it will be the ruin of that infamous Buonaparte, and 
give us an honourable Peace. I should most assurcjclly rejoice to have you here, but we 
none of us see the inside cjf a Port : 1 have twice taken shelter under the Madelcna 
Islands on the; North end of Sardinia, which form a very fine anehorage. The Village I 
am told, for 1 have’ not set my fool out of the Victory, contains forty or fifty small houses. 
Ah to Malta, it is a perfectly^ useless plac'c for Groat Britain ; and, as a Naval Port to refit 
in, 1 would much sooner undertake to answer for the 'i'oulon Hect from St. Helens, than 
from Malta, 1 never dare venture to carry the Fleet there. I know your friends think 
clifterenll^’ from me, but thc;y talk of what they know nothing about, in that respect, and 1 
know it from dear bought experience. During the winter, generally speaking, I cannot 
gel even a frigate from Malta, the AV easterly winds are so prevalent; and as they approach 
the Gulf of lijr'ons, they are blown to the South end of Sardinia. Perseverance has done 
much for us, but flesh atid blood can hardly stand it. I have managed to get some fresh 
provisions from Hoses in Spain, which evith onions and lemons have kept us remarkably 
health}'. VVe are longing for the French Fleet, which is to finish our hard fate.” 

To Lord Minlo, Jan. 11 . * My clear ],ord: You have allowed the effusions of your 

heart to go too far. but I own it was grateful to my feelings — now 1 desire you will never 
mention any Obligations to me again. I assure; you on my word of honour, tliat George 
Elliot is at this moment, for his standing, one of the very best Officers in our Service and 
his ship in high order. 1 placed him under Sir Richard Slrachan’s command off -Cadiz, 
and he docs nothing but praise him in every letter. 1 beg you will preseul^my respects to 
Admiral 'Elliot; I had the honour of being introduced to him twenty two years ago, but 

* Admiral John Klliot, n'iicn Captain of thevlilolus frigntp^ thirty-two guns^ Feb. 28, 17^0, having in company 
with him the Pallas and Brilliant frigates, commanded by CaptaiiiH Loggie and Clements, chased and engoged ^ 
Tliuioi’s squadron of the BelleUle 44, and two other frigates ^he whole of which was taken. The Conunodm, 
Thiiiot, died during the Action. 
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• never had the pleasure of sailing wilh him. His Aclioii with Thurot will stand the lest 
with any of out* modem Victories. 

* Your Speech, my dear Lord, was yourself, and there is not a little hul every man 
who loves his Country must subscribe! to. I hav(! not heard very lately from Naples, 
bul r expect a vessel thence every hour. Their silualion is very eritii'iil : lhiunnpui»tc* 
threatens if the King does not disarm his subjects, he will march anolh(!r Army into that 
kingdom. The King has positively refused. I have letters both I'roiii the King and 
Queen, reposing the greatest confidence in our Country — of my services they are sun;. 
Sardinia, if we do not lake very soon, the J’reneh ivill, and then we lose the* most im- 
portant Island, as a Naval and Military station, in the MediUTranean. It possi'sses at its 
Northern extremity the finest Harbour in the world, it ecpials Trincomale : ... If I lose 
Sardinia, 1 lose a French Fleet. Your partiality ha^ said alreaily, Nelson has uok' done more 
than he had ever before accomplished—l can assure you it shall be a stimulus to my exertions 
on the day of Hattie : 1 have seven, the French ten, Spaniards sixleen at Cadi/, and more 
going tliere daily from Carthageua. — I am now on my way to .settle a little accoiint with 
the Dey of Algiers; we had better be at ojien war, than be insulted as we have been. 
Government has reposed great confidence in me, and 1 hope my comiuct will nu'cl llieir 
ajiprobation. J5ut, my dear J’ricnd, afkcr all this almost lioasling, what is Man ? a Chihl 
of the day I— And you will scarcely credit, alter all I have written, that the Medical Gcn- 
llcinen are ivanliug to survey ing,. and send me to Hristol for the reestablishment of my 
health. — Whatever happens, I have run a glorious Race. IJy the 20lh of January I shall 
have been eight months at Sea. Do not mention my health J beg of you, it is my 
concern.' 

(1804.) That Filial Affection which was always so conspicuous in Jjord Nelson’s 
Character, was never passed unrewarded when he observed it in those who Inul the hap- 
piness of serving under him; and it is the more necessary to cite an instance of his con- 
duct in this respect, since the liberality of his mind induced him to conceal these friendly 
efforts from the Officers he attempted to benefit. I wish it, he would exclaim, to appear 
as a God send . — He had been particularly stnick wilh the conduct of Captain .lames Hil- 
lyer, of the Niger, towards a widowed Mother; and with his generosity towards his brother 
and sisters. Accordingly, on the 20lh of .Tanuary, wdien writing to Earl St. Vincent, he 
thus endeavoured to reward these virtues in tlie Cuptain of the Niger: “ Captain IJillycr is 
most, truly deserving of all your Lordship can do for him, and in addition to his public 
merits has a claim upon us. At twenty four years of age he maintaineil his iMoiher and 
Sisters, and a Brother, until I made him a Lieutenant for his bravery a short time ago. 
For .these, rettsons he declined the Ambuscade which was oflcrcd him; because, although 
he might thu4’get his mi^k^ yet if he W'ere put upon half pay, his Family w'ould be the 
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stiffm-i-s. From all these circumslances so honourable to Captain Hillyer, independent of « 
his Services which every one thought would have obtained him promotion ^n the late War, 

I beg leave to submit, as an act of the greatest kindness, that as the Niger is a very fine 
fast sailing Frigate, well manned, and in most oxeellent condition, she may be fitted 
wkh the ^A^adras s 32 carronades, which are not so heavy as her present nine pounders, 
and that your Lordship would rccoimnmid her being considered as a Post 'Ship, either a 
thirty two or twenty eight. Captain HillycFs activity would soon complete the additional 
number of men, and she would be an efficient Frigate. 1 will not venture to say more, I am 
sensible ot your attention to Merit.”— -Nor did this affectionate disposition warp his regard 
for the Rules and Discipline of the Scrvi(!e : for in writing aflcrwards res|)ecting a young 
Officer, who had liehavcd improperly to his Captain and was in conse(|uence to bc‘ brought 
to a Court Martial, Nki.son thus ans.wored the intercession that had been made in the 
young Man's liivour, by a friend of Sir John Warren's: “ We would all do every thing in 
our power, to oblige so gallant and good an Officer as our friend Warren, but what would 
he do if he were here ? exactly what I have done, and am still willing to do. The young 
Man must urite such a letter of contrition, as would be an acknou lodgement of his great 
fault; and with a sincere promise, if his Captain will intercede to prevent the impeudiug 
Court Martial, never to so misbehave again. On his Captain's enclosing me such a letter, 
with a request to caiieel the order for tlie Trial, I might be induced to do it ; but the letters 
and reprimand will be given in the public Order Rook of the Fled, and read to all the 
Officers. The young man has pushed himself forward to notice, and he must lake the 
consequence. We must recollect, my dear Admiral, it was u|X)n the Quarter Deck in 
the face of the Ship’s company, that he treated his Captain with contempt, and I am in 
(Inly bound to support the Authority and Consequence of every Officer under iny com- 
mand. A po(»r ignorant Seaman is for ever punished for contempt to his Superior.” 

(1B04.) 'I’hc conduct of Spain towards Great Britain, in refusing to furnish our Fled 
with supplies, roused the indignation of Nelson, and, in writing to Mr. Prere, January 23, 
he thus expressed his sentiments. « If this goes on, you may acquaint them that I will 
anchor in Roses with the squadron, and receive our daily supplies, which will offend the 
French much more than our staying at sea. Refreshments we have a right to, as long as 
we remain at peace.” — In another letter on the same day to Mr. Frere, he added, ** I have 
jnst received information which leads me to believe, that the French Fleet is either at sea 
or on the eve of it, and hound to the eastward, towards Naples or Sicily. I am this mo- 
ment making sail in the din^ction I think most likely to intercept them.”— On the 26th of 
.January, our Fleet accordingly anphored at Madelena, as a central situation which 

‘ In consequence of tiiis application, a CommiOTion was «fiit out for Captain Hillyer, and the Niger eatabliahed 
»<« a I'ost Ship. 
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defended Sardinia, and enabled llic Admiral to cover Naples, and to be in the wav 
of meeting tlw. Enemy should they 1m* bound elsmvhcre. “ 1 am dislresst'd, ” said lu*, in 
writing to Sir John Acton on the. SOlh, “ for frigates, which an* the Iwt.'s of a J^'lcel ; I'or 
the terrible winter we have had, has obliged me to send three into ])ort t(» be reliltiKl' 
howev(‘r, I trust, we shall fall in with the Enemy and do the business. Vour J-Acellency 
knows that with all the care and attention possible, it has happened that I'Jeets have 
passed each other ; ihere.fore I need not ap]>ris(*. you, how necessary it is to keej) a good look 
out for them.” — On the same day he wrote to Mr. Elliot at Naple.s : “ "I’he non-appearance 
of the Gibraltar, tells me what the answer of Buonaparte has l)een: nothing but Insolence 
could be expected from him. My movements are regulaUal as my iiilclligenc»‘ ami opinion 
lead me to suppose the Erench Fleet will act. Sardinia is certainly to be taken by tlicm, 
and I do not believe I c^an prevent it."- -Again in writing to Captain Ball, Fib. (i, “ We. 
are, my dear Friend, at th(^ eve of gmat Events; l‘J,()Ot) French troops are ready for 
emlKirkution at Toulon, and 10,000 at Nice, and as they have not Transports they mnsL 
naturally expect more ships of war.” ' 

(1804.) “The Storm is brewing,” added his iiOrdship, in writing to Mr. Jackson, 
Feb. 10, “and there can be little doubt that Sardinia is om* of th«' lii-st objects of its 
violence. \Vc have a report, that the visit of Eucien Buonaparte is to ollirt an amicable 
exchange of Sardinia, for Parma and Piacenza. 'J’his must not tak(! place, or Sicily, 
Malta, Egypt, &c. &c.. &c. are lost sooner or later. What 1 can do to ward oil' the blow 
shall Ikj done, as I have already assured II. 11. II. th*; Viawoy. l’'rom Marseilles to Nice, 
there art; not less than 30,000 men ready liar embarkation. Should Russia go to war with 
France, from that moment I consider the mask as being thrown otf, with ri'sjM'ci to any 
Neutrality of his Sardinian Majesty : therefore if that should be the case, would the King 
consent to two or three hundred British Troops taking post upon Madelena? it would be 
a moincntary check against an Invasion from Corsica, and would enable us to assist iht; 
northern part of Sardinia. You will touch upon this matter in the way you think most 
prudent, or entirely omit it; but there is only this choice, — to lose the whoh* ol Sardinia, or 
allow a small body of friendly trtmps to hold a part at the northern «!nd of tin; Island: Be 
may prewit^ but cannot retake . . . Sardinia is the nnjsl important post in the Mediterranean. 
The wind which would carry a French Fleet fo the westward, is liiir from Sardinia : and 
Madetena is the most im|K)rtant Station in this most important Island. I am told that the 
Revenue, after paying the expenses of the Island, docs not give the King o()00/. sierl.ng a 
year. If it be so, I would give him 500,000/. to cede it, which would produce him 2;>,(X)0/. 
a year for ever. This is only my conversation ; but tin; King cannot long hold Sardinia.’ 
In a subsequent letter, his Lordship added, ** Entre nous, it is not the interest ot the 
vot. II. 4 V 



SaiiliiiijiDs to remain as lliey are: the Peasantry are oppressed with small taxes, and the 
N'ohles iir<! detested.” 

t 

(ISOl.) On the 8lh of P’ebruary, Lord Nelson took shelter in Madeicna liarbour from 
'the blowing and severe weather that prevailed. According to his Diary, “ 'Hie Fleet ran 
111 under reefed foresails through the Eastern Passage, which looked tremendous from the 
niimlM;r of rocks, and the heavy sea breaking over them ; but it is perfectly safe when once 
known. Captain Ryves’ mark of the pedestal rock can never be mistaken.” — In writing 
from Madclena to Sir,!. Acton, Feh. 10, his Lordship endeavoured to buoy up the dejected 
spirits ol the Sicilian Court : “ What a most zealous man can do, my dear Sir John, to 
meet all points of difficulty shall be done. My Squadron is the finest for its numixirs in 
the world, unci mncli may be expected from it ; and should superior numbers join, we 
must look them in the fac’c; — AV/ despcrantlton ! God is good and ciiir Cause is just. 1 
have no doubt Egypt is the favourite and nllimate object of the Corsican Tyrant. 1 beg 
yon will assure their Majesties, that Nelson is Nelson still, and most ;!ealously attached to 
their service.” — And in writing to General X'^ilettcis, he preserved the same firmness: “ I 
expcc'i that the Ecrrol Squadron will get to Toulon, if so, they will have fiflccn sail of the 
line ; but what a Fleet like this 1 have the honour to command can do, will lx* done — there 
are '“nine of us!” On the llM, he also sent the following Idler to the Grand Vizier: ** If 
the French unite their Fleets outside of the Mediterranean, with that at Toulon, it is 
not the Sublime Porte’s being at peace with Buonaparte, that will prevent an Invasion of 
both the Morca and Egypt: your Highness knows them loo well, to put any confidence 
in what they say. Buonaparte’s tongue is that of a Serpent oiled. Nothing shall be 
wanting on my part, to frustrate the designs of this common disturber of the human race." 
On the same day a few lines, with his wonted judgment, were addressed to his Highness the 
new Capilan Pasha: “ My letters inform me that you are appointed, by the Grand Seignor, 
Capital! Pasha, in the room of his late Highness; on which high honour allow an old* friend 
most sincerely to congratulate you; and to wish that you may long live to enjoy it, and 
increase the splendour of the Ottoman arms. Your Highness will soon have to fight the 
I'rcnch; for the perfidious Buonaparte will certainly, if he can, attack some part of the 
Ottoman Empire. You have my sincere prayers for a complete victory over there.” 

(1804.) On the memorable St. Valentine's day, Feb. 14, he sent the following letter to 

•• One of these Nine, Captain ff'hilhy, was brought up anil patronised by the Hon. W. Coroiifullis; and soon 
afterwards was sent for to serve under liiat great Officer. Lord Nelson in writing respecting this to Admiral Corn- 
wallis, said, " As my old acquainiancc and shipmate, Coptain Hargood, is not arrived, I have directed Whitby to 
remain a shoii time in the Bcllcisle, in order to reap the harvest of all his Toils j he has had nphiil work in her, and 
1 slioiilil wish him to enjoy the fruit alongside a Frenchman. 1 assure you I am not singular in regretting thaloa 
nF fUtithi/ frulu our litiic squadron^ it is uiiiversul.’’ 
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his old Commduder Earl St. Vincent. ‘ Most cordially do 1 hail, and con|?ratulale you 
on the return of St. A'^alcnlinc; and may you, iny dear Lord, live in healih to receive them 
for many, many years. This inorning also your nephew. Captain J^irkcr, has very much 
pleiised me, as indeed he always docs. On Sunday, the 12///, I sent him to look into* 
Toulon: as he was reconnoitering when under Cape Sepel, he saw a Frigate rounding Por- 
qucroll, the wind was right out of the harhour al north. At first the Frigate seemed desir- 
ous to bring him to action; but the determined approac h of the Amazon made her lly with 
every rag of sail: she ran through the grand pass, and got under Hreganson, sohie of the 
ships hoisted their yards up. I am rather glad Parker did not bring her to action, for I 
think they must have come out and taken him; but I admire his spirit and resolution to 
attack her under all the disadvantages of situation : and such conduct will some happy da v 
meet its reward.' 

(1804.) Notwithstanding his inlelligeuce of the Toulon Flec't being ready to pul to sea, 
which the Admiral continued to receive, they wcir. still unwilling to encounter an inferior 
force, since it was commanded by Nelson, and therefore for the present it'inained in port. 
A small squadron of French frigates, however, got along shore into \'i]lo Fraticlie; and 
under cover of the dark nights, during the northerly gales of wind, crossed over to Corsica 
with 1000 men. From the number of troops at that lime collecting in the south of France 
and m/rthern parts of Italy, together with the [>reparalion of transports both at (lenoa 
and Leghorn, and intelligence that the French Army had baked a month’s bri;ad, the. 
Admiral was of opinion, as he informed Mr. Frere whilst off the lliercs Islands, March 8, 
that an Expedition must bo intended. On the 17th, he wrote as follows to Captain tJore. 
“ The Admiralty seem to think that the Spaniards may be hostile to us, and ihcnd'orc have 
put me on my guard. Do not Id it escape your lips — 1 am determined to have the liisi 
blow; even if they come with their whole 18, they shall not join the French. If they 
come up the Mediterranean, and you have a mind fur a shooting j)arty, conic ivith your 
Frigates. Every part of your conduct is like yourself, perfect. Your letlci-s will be answered 
formally." 

To Earl St. Vincent, March 17. ‘ My dear Lord: AVhilst 1 have your Support, and the 
Officers of the Fleet look- up to me, I can do any thing which the number of ships can 
allow the warmest wishes of my friends to anticipate. Take that from me, and 1 am nothing. 
I am the child of opinion, and the Admiralty can with their breath destroy it. Ihit 1 n ly 
with confidence upon you, my dear Lord, and that alone keeps me up. My general 
healthy 1 think, within this last fortnight is better; but my sight is much fallen off’, 1 have 
always thov^t I should be blind. If 1 can but meet the French Fleet, and do the thing 
well, I shall. certainly ask for rest; it is necessary for me. I have sent your Nephew this 
morning, to sefc if he can lay salt upon the tail of a French Frigate: 1 every day see new 
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iiiiil «’\ocllont traits in him. 1 lardy is his great pattern about his ship, and a* better he could 
not have. J have only to hope the restless animal liuonaparle will be upset by French- 
iiu'ii, and then we may have some quicl.'--?o Sir T. Troubridge^ March 17. ‘ My dear 
bridge: Vou must have rending enough, and your letters convey to you only com- 
plaints and misery, of ships and men. 1 have none to make: we are all cheerful and 
healthy, and our expenditure of Stores has been comparatively speaking nothing. 'I’he 
French want to gel out, and we want them out. Yesterday two of their frigates were out- 
side Ilierf's, peeping to know if we were gone to the devil. Hall is sure they arc going to 
Egypt, the 'I’urks are sure they arc going to the Morea, Mr. Elliot at Naples, to Sicily, 
and the King of Sardinia to his only spot. — Your son cannot Ije any where so well placed 
as with Donnelly.’ 

From the year 1803, a more intimate a(*(iuaintance, if it were possible, than ever, had 
taken place between his Iloyal Highness the Duke of Clarence and Lord Nelson. The 
conv«‘rsalions they had previously had together, and their concurrence in political opinions, 
brought on a confidential Correspotidence, whence few letters could be selecUid. At the 
conclusion of a long and most interesting letter to I/. R. 11. in which Nedson pointed out 
how very erroneous the opinions of some (jf our ablest Ministers, and even of the French 
themselves had been, respecting a thorough knowledge of the Mediterranean, the Admiral 
added, “ I havi; often sat and smiled to hear grave and eminent SenaU>rs expatiate on the 
importance of a [dace, which I well knew was of no importance to us. I think 1 have told 
your 11. II. ciu)ugh, to induce you at all times to steer clear of possessing it." 

(1804.) To Sir J. DuckKorth, March 10th. ‘ There is not a man in the world, that 
rc-joiccs more at the happy conclusion you have given to tlie French Expedition to St. 
Domingo, than myself, and for all your well-earned successes: your j>erseverance deserves 
to be amply rewarded. Now you have done with the French, unless you can get hold by 
agreement with the sold Spaniards, of their part of St. Domingo (for I hope in God we shall 
never attempt to possess any portion of the other part of that island), although I sec all 
the danger of a black republic, yet I trust we shall be very jiarlicijlar in making a Treaty 
of Commerce wilh them. It is a nice game to play; but if you are contented, I am sure 
it is in good and able hands. I hope to hold out, to beat your friend Admiral Lalouchc 
Treville, who took the command at Toulon the moment of his arrival there. He was sent 
for on purj)ose, as he heal me at Houlogne, to beat me again; but he seems very loth to 
try.”— 7'o Sir R. Bickerlon, .4pril 7. ‘ As the Enemy's Fleet has Ijeeu out,* and may still 
be at sea, and as 1 should be very sorry to baulk their inclinations of a Battle by your 

« The I’loiich Htct mine out of Toulon on the 5th of April, and went in again the next morning. Lord Nelaon 
when informing his lixcellency Mr. Frere of this, ndileci, « If they go on playing out and in, we shall some doy 
gel at iliciu/' 
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• SMi>eriority of numbers. You will iherefore, whoiujver I make the signal, haul from us to 
the soulliwanlj^furl your topgallant sails so as not to be discovered from Ihc shore, and jiisi 
keep sight of us from the masthead; and make the signal for your division (except Excel- 
lent, who is going towards Toulon) and do you call in IWlcisle, unl(^ss I should cull her 
by signal to me.' • • 

(1804.) In two letters which Lord Nelson sent during the month of March, to Sir .lolm 
Acton and Mr. Foresti at Corfu, he reverted to the subject of the fiMiire conduct of Russia. 
To Sir John Acton his Lordship put the following (Question, “ Wilt Hiissia come forth as 
she ought, or are her plans only preparative to the taking possession of (iroet-e, and of 
course Constantinople? This is a subject 1 have no business at present to enter into, 
although it is seriously in my mind." T'o Mr. Foresti he spoke more explicitly: “ The 
ultimate views of Russia become every hour more distinct ; how long the mask may be 
kept on, 1 cannot say, but sooner or later the Morea will belong by conquest to Russia. 
What part Great Hritain may take, the connections which Russia may lorm will point out. 
However we are at present on the most friendly terms with the Empemr, and 1 hope we 
shall always continue so. 1 have said enough to so sensible a man as youisclf.” 

To Mr. Elliot, Jpril 26. * 1 feel much obliged by your communication of the interest- 
ing news from various powers of the continent. If Austria and Russia submit to the 
invasion of the German territory, the two young Eniju'rors deserve the worst which can 
happen. You will b<) sorry to hear of the loss of the llindostan ' with all our stores; how- 
ever this being an accident which no human precaution could prevent, I must turn my 
mind how to do without them, and 1 dare say I shall do tolerably during the summer. Jful 
the capture of the Swift cutter of four or six guns and 23 men, with all the despatches, is 
a loss which ages cannot do away. I hopi*, but T have great fears, that only tin* seerets of 
our own Country arc exposed,' yet those perhaps of Naples, Russia, Sardinia, and Egypi, 
may have been mentioned. 1 wish it to be knoani at Petersburgh and Constanlinoj)le, in 
case any plan has been agreed upon between our Courts: we must prepare for the worst, 
it has made me very uneasy and unwell. — ^You will find Captain Malcolm a very inlelligciit 
good officer.” In writing to .Sir John Acton on the same day. April ‘JO, he still dwelt on 
Russia and Austria: ** The Emperor of Russia will, 1 hope, get his troops into Italy. I'he 

■I In a letter to Eari St. Vincent, April ig. Lord Nelson bore the following testimony to the chuiiictcr of Captain 
leGrosof the Hindottim. If his account be correct (he is now on his Trial) he had great merit from ilic older in 
which his ship wnskept. It must have arisen either from some of the medivine chests breaking, orfiom \m i getting 
down, which caused things to hent. The preservation of the Crew seems little short of n miracle. 1 iic\ei leud 
such a journal of exertions in my life.” 

• In a subsequent letter to Sir John Acton, the Admiral rcvcils to these Uespatehrs. “ 1 have mvived dupli- 
cates of my Despetohes taken in the Swifl : the reading of them will rather mortify Ituonapartc, i'or ilicy breathe 
tbfOUghoKt, such a'bpidt of moderation and consideration for tlie situation of other Countries, as to do lioiiuiir to llu- 
liearts tliat dictated them.” 

VOt. IT, 4 H 
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insiill ollbred his lather in law, cannot, if there is any spirit in a young Kinporor, he over^ * 
looked, and 1 should also hoj>e the Austrian P2aglo is not humbled, if the Emperor sub- 
mits, it is not difiicult to see that the Imperial diadem will be removed from that family.’ 

In writing on the first of May, to Admiral SirE. Pellew, who had e.x pressed an inclination 
lu« 4 ervc undyr Lor<l Nelson, he replied, “ Yon have always, my dear Sir Edward, proved 
yourself so eijual to command a I’leet, that it would be a sin to place you in any other 
situation, and my services arc very nearly at an end; for in addition to other iiiHrmitics, 

I am nearly blind : However^ / hope to fight one more Battle 

The preparations which he had made to insure success, in case of such an event taking 
place, mark tlu? great abilities of this extraordinary Man. With him every thing was always 
ready, each difficulty forestalled, and throughout his Fleet every Officer, who had the haji- 
piness of serving in it, possessed clear ideas of the mode of attac^k which his Admiral wished 
to adopt, should circumstances admit of it. A considerable latitude was also uniformly 
given to the experience and observation of such Officers, as might be placed in situations 
that would render a change in any preconcerted plan advisable. On the 28th of April, Lord 
Nelson had issued the following Instructions, which are copied from the order book of the 
Hon. Captain C. Boyle then of the Seahorse. “ As it is my intention to attack the French 
Fleet, in any place where there is a reasonable prospect of getting fairly alongside of them, 
and as 1 think that in HiercsBay, Gourjean Bay, PortEspecia, Leghorn Hoads, Ajaccio, 
and many other places, opportunities may offer of attacking them; I therefore recommend, 
that every Captain should make himself, by inquiries, as fully acquainted with the above 
places as is possible ... In going in to attack an Enemy’s Fleet, it is recommended to have 
the. launch out and hawsers and stream anchors in her, with any other boats, to lie out 
of gun shot, ready to cut as circumstances may require]^ Ships in brining up, will anchor 
as tluMr Captains may think best from circumstances of winds, weather, and the position 
of the Enemy : But 1 strongly recommend having the four large anchors clear for letting 
go, because 1 know from experience the great difficulty with crippled masts and yards, of 
getting an anchor over the side; and it is probable that it may be necessary to remove the 
.ship after an Action, and to leave some of her anchors behind. The sliips will anchor in 
such a manner, as to give each other mutual support for the destruction 6f the Enemy.’ 

(1804.) In writing during the month of March to Mr. Stfiddftfd.'aClGenoa, his Lordship 
thus answered some objections that had been made respecting the Blockade of that port, 
and the Seizure of vessels, “ It is my bounden duty, Sir, to make th^ Seiaqp^, and they 
will be continued until the Adniiralty order the contrary. Whether the. Admiralty be 
right, or wrong, in giving these Orders^ is not my business: ObetUence is my duty . . , Eleven 
years experience has taught me how to blockade Genoa,- or any other Port in the Medif 
terrancan, and the capture of vessels breaking the Blockade, is I believe .a full proof it,.' 
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* I have the honour to be, Sir, with great respect, &c.”— In a subsequent letter he aihlcd, 
“ In my humble opinion, Vessels of war never ought to be seen from Genua ; and if I knew 
of forty sail intending to leave Genoa for Cadi:; or Lisbon, I'or instance, I should order a 
lodk out to be kept for them more particularly in the Gut of Gibraltar, than any other 
place; and from my knowledge of Genoa and its Gulf, I assert without fear of eoniracfic- 
tion, that the nearer ships cruise to Genua, the more certain is the escape of vessels from 
that port, or their entrance into it insured.” — Again, in another letter, Jtiftc l6: “ 1 am 
blockading Genoa, &c. and am continuing it in the way T think most proper. \Vhcthcr 
modern law or antient law makes my mode right, I cannot judge; and surely of the mode of 
disposing of a Fleet, 1 must, if I am fit for my post, be a better judge than any landsman, 
however learned he may appear. It would be the act of a fool to tell Europe where I in- 
tend to place the ships, for the purpose of effectually obeying my orders; not a Captain cun 
know it, and their positions will vary, according to information I may receive: therc'fbn', 
if I were so inclined, I can assure you, upon my word, that I cannot at any one moment 
tell the most likely spot to intercept the commerce of Genoa and Espt^cia. I endeavour 
as well as I am able to obey my orders, without entering into the nice dislinclions of 
lawyers. 1 will not further take up your time on a subject which, without being a lawyer, 
merely as a man could have admitted of no dispute.” 

(1804.) The following letter, that was furnished by the Countess Xelson, contains a 
passage which is very descriptive of the character and feelings of her noble brother in law. 
It was addressed to Dr. Allot, Dean of Raphoc in Ireland, dated May 14. “. . . 1 remcml)cr 


you, dear Sir, most perfectly at Burnham, and I shall never forget the many litth' kindnesses 
I received from your worthy Brother, with whom I was always a great favourite. Most 
probably I shall never see dear, dear Burnham again; but I have a satisfat'lion in thinking 
that my bones will probably be laid with my Father’s, in the Village that gave me hii lh. 
Pardon this digression — but the thought of fomier days brings all my Mother into my 
heart, which shews itself in my eyes. May Heaven, my dear Sir, long preserve you in 
health, for the sake of your fainHy and friends; and amongst the latter allow mo to place 
the name of your very &ithful servant. Nelson and Bronte.” 

During the 8^rih|( this year, some young Artillery Officers serving on board the bomb 
vessels tliat were at^B^h^ to the Channel and Mediterranean Fleets, had refused to allow 


their artillery men who were embarked, to do any duty but what related to inoriars ; which 
in CT T** of BUCh emergency as ships axi constantly liable to when at sea, occasioned end- 
less dhipot^ am) cabalsi and> in consequence, the Naval Officers loudly complained of the 


OdQ^c^ ^ey wens obli^ to endure. The whdl!e,of this had grown out of a circumstance 
to h'CdMTt. liartiali at whicb a' l^ti^ had been tried for misbehaviour. Eminent 


Itfgid are M to have been Sir W. Scott, and the King's Advocate, 
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gave tlieir opinion in support of the autiiority of the Captain of the Ship/. A clause was * 
however afterwards discovered, which seemed (o support the opinion on which the artil- 
Iciy officers had acted. What had passed being represented to Lord Nelson, he immedi- 
ately wrote the following letters to Sir T. Trou bridge, and Earl St. Vincent. — “ My dear 
Troubridge: You will see that I have l>een obliged to write a letter to the Admiralty, on 
the subject of Soldiers embarked on board Ships of war; and I hare written it strong, as 
1 know it must go further than your Board. It is the old history, trying to do away the 
Act of Parliament; but 1 trust they will never succeed — for when they do, farewel to our 
naval superiority. We should be prettily commanded. You may say, “ they are not 
intended to command the Navy, but that the Navy is not to command Soldiers on board 
a ship.” Let them once gjtin the slop of iR'ing independent of the Navy on board a ship, 
and they will soon have the other, and command us. It may be said, if the Soldiers behave 
improjjerly, they would be tried by a Court Martial on shore: were that possible, of what 
members would that Court be composed? mostly subalterns, I fancy, who, although we 
might think the oHiccr had behaved very improperly, might and probably would think that 
he had behaved very ()roperly to us sea brutes. But thank God, my dear I’roubridgc, the 
King himself cannot do away the Act of Parliament. Although my Career is nearly run, 
yet it would embitter mv future days and <‘xpiring moments, to hear of our Navy being 
sacriiiced to the Army. I can readily conceive the attempts of the .Army at this moment, 
when they think themselves of such great iin{)ortancc. The Admiralty Order might .lead 
those wrong, w'ho do not know that nothing but an Act of Parliament can do away an 
Act of Parliam<‘nt. Ever, my dear Troubridge, yours most faithfully, Nelson and 
Bkontk.' 

(1804.) In a letter on the preceding <lay. May 25, to Earl St. Vincent, liord Nelson had 
expressed himself still mosc decidedly on a subject that was so near his heart. * There is 
no real happiness, my dear Lord, in this world: Avith all content and smiles around mo, up 
start these artillery boys, f understand they are tiol Ix^yond that age, and set us all at dc- 
haimc; speaking in the most disrespectful manner of the Navy and its Commanders, &c. 

1 know you, my dear Lord, so Avell, that with your quickness, the matter would have been 
settled, and perhaps some of them been broke. I am perhaps more patient, but I do 
assure you not loss i-esolvcd, if my plan of conciliation is not attended to. You and I are 
on the eye of quitting the theatre of our exploits; but we hold it to our successors never, 
Avhilst we have a longue to speak, or a hand to tviile, to alloAV the Navy to be in the smallest 
degree injured in its Discipline by our conduct. If these continued attacks upon the Navy 
arc to be carried on every ttvo or thr(?t; years, it Avould be much belter for the Navy to have 

^ This subject i.s discussed more at large in Mr. M* Arthur's Treatise on Naval and Military Courts MartMi ' 
Vul. I. page CtiO. . . ' 
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* its own corps of Artillery z the present ense is indeed with Indsy but they jirc set on by nieiij 
I can see that ^cry clearly. 

riic newKuiperor (bravo, Corsican!) will I hope begin his Reign by ordering his Fleet 
to come out; for if they do not very soon, they will wear us out, and most jiariicularly 
myself. My health has suffered very much, but I am as happy in the command as nfan 
can be." 

He again also touched on the same subject, in writing to Admiral Sir Charles Pole: 
“I am sure LordSt. Vincent ought to tccl grateful for your zealous support of his measures; 
and I hope, my doar Pole, you will stand by the Navy* against all atleiupls to have 
Soldiers placed in our'ships, independent of the Naval Act of Parliament, from whatever 
quarter it may be attempted: when lliat takes place, there is an end of our Navy, there 
cannot be two Commanders in one ship — We arc all as happy as a set of animals can be, 
who have been in fact more than a year at sea, or rather without going asliore; for 
with the exception of anchoring under tlie northern end of Sardinia, not a ship has been 
to a naval yard to refit during that time. Hope keeps us up.”— -Again, when writing to 
Mr. Foresti at Corfu, the diligence with which our Fleet had watched the French is 
described. “ The only place to guard against a emp de main from, was Toulon, where 
12,000 troops are ready for embarkation: this I have taken effectual care to prevent, by 
a perseverance at sea never surpassed in the annals of the world— not a ship in this Fleet 
has been into any port to refit since the War, and to this moment I never have had my foot 
out of the ship." " 

(1804.) When writing on the same day to the Hon. G. Rose, he mentioned another 
subject, to which he had directed his mind: “ Many months ago, 1 had written a Me- 
moir upon the propriety of a Flotilla: I had that command at the end of last war, 
and I know the necessity of it even had you, and which you ought to have, thirty or forty 
sail of the Line in the Downs and North Sea, besides Frigates, &c. But having failed so 
enUrdy in subiniUiog .tny .tfaoug^ts upon three other poin^; J was disheartened : they were 
upon tl^, speedy manning our Nkvy at the commdnceinent of the War, inducing the Sea- 
men to fly into the naval service, instead of from it, and for the belter payment of Prize 
Money. I hav0i ?K>t the vanity to think that any of my plans were perfect; but they were 

* Adnsiral Pole hkt •tnctly obey^ the injunction of hii friend, and has lost no opportunity tliat olTercd to 
tender lasting benefit to the Service. In consequence of what then occurred in .the Mediterranean, and also at 
home^ four fSompaaiei 5 ^ Mnrilrii Artillery have been established, and a sn^fgestion has. lately been thrown out in 
the IIoiisq^ComiaoiM (ifi 6 gi;h and modh. dwelt on by Sir C. Pole, That it wot^d.b^eaepedient to allow a certain 
namheir of yoqng gepfleawn to be educated at Woolwich Academy, for the lllmde Artillery Corps, on a footing 

#l*|heQ«le.tt.-v;^, ‘"v •• 

^'Vrott ihn'infbrnmtion of hb' Hf R.- H. the Onke of C3aiunce,'' Cord-Kelson never went out of the Victory but 
.jthline rime^-'tuM.thio ciO fhie'lBihgf’s frond bis leaving l^gland in 180S, to his return in August 1805; and 

'iioasiiiif djiihit abseddds.lh^ 
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iiilciuled to lead others to bring forth better. Nothing has been done, and yet something 
was and is necessary.” 

(1804.) In sonic of his private letters, on subjects not immediately connected with his 
professional career, occasional marks of Character art; introduced : “ I am so little versed 
in business,” said Nelson, when writing to his Steward at Bronte,* ** that [ hardly know 
how to answer your letter. Ungrateful as the Bronlese have behaved, yet the Prince • * 
shall never, upon any consideration, be their Master for an hour. In Sicily, I suppose, 
they have certain forms and customs as wc have in England. The gentry may ibrget that 
1 am Master. 1 consider that wc deal on the strictest Honour, Our fFords are our Bonds. 
You may assure tlie Brontesc, that T shall never consent to any thing which can oppre.ss 
them. At this moment 1 can only think of the French Fleet.” — In a letter allerwards to 
a noble Spaniard, his Lordship said, “ I can assure you. Sir, that the Word of Honour of 
every Captain of a British Man of War, is equal not only to mine, but to that of any 
person in Europe, however elevated his rank.” — Upon writing to his brother in law, Mr. 
Matcham, “ I fear my friends think,” said his Ijordship, « tliat I neglect those I ought to 
be attentive to; but be assured, my dear Mr. Matcham, that whether I write or not, my 
heart always stands in the right place to you, my dear sister, and her family." 

On the 24th of May, Monsieur Latonchc 'rrcvillc again stood out of Toulon with a 
lew ships, and nearly brought to action tin; Canopus, Donncgal, and Amazon, which had 
been detached to reconnoitre the Enemy. The main body of our Fleet had remained 
far out of sight of land, and the weather being fair. Hear Admiral Campbell in the 
Canopus had been tempted to stand in close to the Port. On the near approach of our 
ships it fell almost calm ; when the French gun boats stood towards them and began 
liring, which was returned. A moderate breeze springing up, five of Uie Enemy's line of 
battle ships, and three heavy frigates, endeavoured to cut off our ships. Admiral Campbell, 
well knowing of what importance it was that his squadron should not be crippled .by so 
superior a force, strove only to lead the Enemy towards our Fleet ; but they having chased 
about five leagues from Toulon, during which a partial firing was kept up from our ships, and 
particularly from Sir 11. Strachan in the Donncgal, who with difficulty refrained from close 
action, the Enemy was recalled at three quarters past three P. M. About half past nine 
th<! Canopus, Donncgal, and Amazon joined Lord Nelson, who sent the fbllowihg letter- 
to Admiral Campbell: •“ I am more obliged to you than I can express^ for ^our not alldw- 
ing the very superior force of the Enemy to bring you to Action. Whatever'eredit would 

^ ' f' * ^ 

• III a letter to Mr. G. Nayler, the York Herald, Lord Nelson infortoed him, that Brdttte had never Irtt n a- 
Dnkedoni until made so iii his person. It had formerly been a fief, and tnuji a vote in the dtt(iiniMj *rf the 
of Sicily. The Arms were simply the Eagle. It bad belonged to the great Kospiul at Pdhrmb, from whem* tHr ' 
King of Sicily pnrcba<ied it. ’ ’ 
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have accrued to your own and your gallant companions’ exertions, no sound advantages 
could have arisen to our Country; fur so close to their own harlM>ur they eouhl always have 
returned, and left your ships unfit, probably, to keep the sea. 1 again, my dear Adiuiral, 
thunk you for your conduct. Sonic day very soon, 1 have no <loubt but an opportunity 
will offer of giving them fair Battle, and that it may arrive very, very soon, is the inost 
sincere wish of, my dear Campbell, your most obliged friend.” 

It was so extraordinary and rare a circumstance, for the French Admiral to appear even 
without the port, in which he had l)een long blockaded by an inferior force, that J^alouclie 
Trevillc could not resist from declaring, he had chased the whole British Fleet* tchieh had 
jled before him. It was some months until Lord Nelson heard of this letter, which was 
almost too much for his antigallican spirit and love of truth to endure ; and being already 
indignant at the falsehoods which Latouche Trevillc had circulated at Bonlugue, his 
liOrdship thus expressed his feelings, in a letter to Mr. Bulkeley. You will have read of 
my running away from Mens. Latouche ; but, as I have written to the Admiralty, if my 
Character is not established by this time for not being apt to run away, it is not w'orih my 
while to put the World*’ right. I never was more surprised than to sec the fellow’s letter ; 
but the next French Paper makes a sort of apology.” And in writing to Captain Sutton he 
saidj “ I have every reason to think, that if this Fleet gets fairly up with Mons. ]..alouche, 
his letter by all his ingenuity, must be different from his last. We had fancied that we 
had chased him into Toulon ; for blind as I am, 1 could see his Water Line when he clued 


his topsails up, shutting in Sepet: But from the time of his meeting Captain Hawker in the 
Isis, I never heard of his acting otherwise than as a pallroon and a liar. Contempt is 
the best mode of treating such a miscreant” — His I,ordship afterwards, in writing to 
his brother William, added, ** You will have seen, my dear Brother, Lalouchc’s letter ; 
how he chased me, and how I ran. I keep it ; and if I take him, by God he shall eat it." 

(1Q04.). ,A letter to Dr. Baird, May 30, describes tlie stale of Lord Nelson’s health 
at that time'; which such incessant service in the cause of his Country had greatly impaired. 
* 'The’ health of this Fleet cannot be exceeded, and I really believe that my shattered car- 
case is in the worst plight of die whole of them. I have had a sort of rheumatic fever, they 
tell' me.' 1 havevfob'the blobd gushing up the left side of my head, and the moment it 
covers thb brain, l am fast asleep: I am now better of that, with violent pain in my side. 


and night sweafo, with beat in the evening and feeling quite flushed: the pain in my heart, 
not spasmsr^l" bave net hqd for some time. Mr. Magrath, whom I admire for his great 
. abilities' eVi^vjday XUve* j^ves me excellent renaedies; but we must lose such men from 

OB'ltiito' for 'the Mtufection. ef the Admiralty, to tend home a ropy of the 
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our service, if llie Army goes on in encouraging medical men, whilst we do nothing.' 1 • 
am sure much ought to be done for our Naval Surgeons, or how can we 'expect to keep 
valuable men? I look to you, not only to propose it, but to enforce it to IJord Sl.Vinccnt, 
who must lx: anxious to preserve such a valuable set of men to the Navy.’ 

* (1804.) It appears from a Idler scat by J^onl Nelson to his Jixcellency Count Woron- 
xow, Mat/ 31, that our (joverumciit"' had allowed the Emperor of Russia to continue a 
plan, he had Ijcfore tried with older Oflicers, of having some young men of distinction in 
that country educated in the British Navy. They were accordingly distributed amongst 
our ships m the Mediterranean Elect, and are thus mentioned: “ These gentlemen being 
lads, must be treated in a dilTercnt manner to the grown up Officers we have formerly had. 
The allowance made them from the Eiinpcror, is I understand 40/. a year, which sum is 
very well after the youngsters are fitted out, and the ship they are in has .sailed; but to fit 
them out and keep them a year, it is by no means a sufficient sum. I would therefore 
propose, that the twelve lads who came out in the Royal Sovereign, should have all their 
outfit paid, and passage to Elyniouth,and that the 40/. a year should not commence until 
the day the Royal Sovereign sailed from Plymouth. It costs an English lad from 70 to 
100/. to fit him out, besides his yearly stipend; and these very fine lads must have hats, 
shoes, &c. and money for their mess. I do not think they will have many opportunities of 
spending their money ashore. I shall cause iii(]uirics to be made into their little wants, 
and shall advance the money. They arc most exceedingly good boys, and are very much 
liked in the ships they arc placed in.” 

On hearing that General Buonaparte had at length placed himself on the Throne of 
the house of Bourlmn, and had establishcil a military despotism in France under the 
august title of Emperor, lx)rd Nelson thus (‘xpressed his sentiments when writing to Mr. 
Elliot at Naples. June 1. “ I have read your Excellency's letters with much interest, now 
and then with sorrow. The politics of Eurojtc will probably so completely turn upon a 
monarchical government being again fonned in France, that 1 believe no one can guess 
what the two Emperors of Russia and Germany will do. If they acknowledge Buonaparte 
as their Brother, there is no great honour in being allied to tlieir Family; but I think, in 

' Mr. Magriitl), so highly spoken of by Lord Nelson, had lung lioen with the Admiral : he was shottly after' 
wards, on account of his great skill, sent by him<o the Naval Hospital at Malta, which preveoted hit being on 
board tlic Victory at the Battle of Trafalgar. , 

It his long appeared to be the liberal desire of Great Britain, to give every atiistancG to the Improvement of 
the Russian Navy, the good policy of which is surely questionable. During the reign of Cathbbink, Admiral 
Sir C. Knowles, father of tlw present Admiral of that name (who was particularly akfliful in the tcience of 
building ships), had permission to reside ma/iy years in Russia, whence be returned overwhelmed with.the ing^ 
titiide he had experienced. During the time that the Russian ships were at Spitbend with onr own iheet, their 
Ollicers acquired considerable quickness and spirit in the management of their ships. The time may cpme, wl^ 
the skill they have thus obtained will promote the views of our inveterate Eneniyi and be employed ns. > ' 
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, that case, it would give us Peace. If they will not cull him Brother -Gracious Heaven! 
thy ways are kid from man, Jack Corse Brother to Ivro Emperors! — then I suppose we 
should have a general War; either way it must benefit lx)lh England and Naples . . . You 
may safely rely that J never trust a Corsican, or a Frcnchniun ; 1 would give the devil all 
the good ones, to take the remainder. I am close olT Toulon, with Victory, Cano[Ais, 
Donnegal, Bclleislc, and Excellent, in hopes to tempt Mr. Latouche out of port . . . You 
may be assured his Sardinian Majesty shall want no support in my power to give him. 
The answer of Russia is unworthy of a great Em[)eror to a little King, whom he pretends 
to protect; but such things are. 1 wonder that General Acton should fur one moment 
believe the professions of General St. Cyr, more especially coming through the month of 
Micheroux, whom 1 knew of old. Did the French ever appear friendly, but for the pur- 
pose of more readily destroying those whom they cajole f — this word is English, though it 
writes very bad. 1 have more fears for Naples and Sicily, than for Malta.' 

(1804.) “ On the 4lh of June, Mons. Latouche," (as the Admiral wrotr; to Sir R. Bicker- 
ton,) sent out five sail of the line, but they came not one mile outside Se[)et, formed a 
line, and at dark went in again, since which, added Nelson, he has been very quiet." — “ Do 
not, my dear Ball," continued he, in writing to Sir Alexander, June 7th, “ do not think I 
am tired of watching Mr. Latouche 'I’rcville— I have now taken up a method of making 
him angry. I have lefl Sir Richard Bickerton with part of the Fleet twenty leagues from 
hence, and with five of the line am i>rcventing Latouche from cutting capers. Mr. La- 
touche has several times hoisted his topsail yards up; and on the 4th of June, we having 
hoisted the Standard and saluted, he sent some of his ships outside Sepet about one niih;. 
I did not believe him in earnest; however we ran as near as was proper, and brought to. 
A ship of the line and frigate every morning weigh, and stand between Sepet and La 
Malgue. Some happy day I expect to see him. — Eight sail, which were in the ouUw road, 
are come out, and if he will get abreast of Porqucroll, I will try what stuff he is made of; 
. therefore you see, my dear Ball, I have no occasion to be fretful ; on the contrary I am 
full of hopes, and command a Fleet which never gives me an uneasy moment. 1 do most 
earnestly desire that you will not fail saying any thing to me that you please. 1 can never 
take it amiss. — I cannot write another line. God bless you." 

In a letter to Sir John Acton, Lord Nelson makes some striking Ksflections on the change 
of the dynasty in France, and of the consequences it would occasion in Europe. “ The 
following observations," said the Admiral, naturally arise from looking at Europe at this 
moment. ,,The restoration of a Monarchy in France, although it'ihay be of disadvantage 
tO'the Bourbons, must be beneficial to Europe — the roign of Republics is over for a cen- 

both Great Britain and Naples must feel the immediate consc- 
Bmpevars of. Russia, and Germany, do not acknowledge Buonaparte 
' ’ voi. tl. ■ ■■'■'■SB 
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as Emperor, then, if there be a grain of spirit left in them, they will go to war; and if it ^ 
b(' prosecuted with vigour in Italy, 1 think that all the Italian Republiccand Piedmont 
may he restored. AVe have both, iny dear Sir, lived long enough in the world to know, that 
Nations are like Individuals, make it their interest to do what is right, and they will do it; 
(vi/h very few exceptions of any man, or nation, being so devoid of principle, as to act the 
part of a Villain, without an interest. Therefore, if the Italian Republic w'cre to be changed 
and submit to a Monarch, I am sure, if the Emperor of Germany,-wiih a large Army, pro- 
mises his former subjects more privileges than they have enjoyed under Buonaparte, and 
also a ifuietus for their purchases of land, &c. they would return to their oliedience, and 
probably behave better than ever. I feel much obliged for all the particulars you have 
given me, of the honourable reasons that induced you to retire to Palermo. I well know, 
that upon every oceasion you sacrifice yonr own feelings, for the bcnclit of our dear good 
Sovereigns; an<l thalViame feeling induces you not to desert them at this critical moment. 

I beg that yonr Kxi ellemy will say, that I have received the honour of their Majesties* let- 
ters; and although in doing my very utmost I only perform my duly, yet that it shall be 


done with cheerfulness, and to the full extent of my abilities: the more their Majesties 
may want my exertions to serve them, the more they shall be given to the last drop of my 
blood. 1 have only to be told their wauls and wishes, and tis far as I am able they shall 
be complied with. I am in hopes to shame Latouchc out of his nest; and when I reflect 
on liis insult to iny Sovereigns, at Naples in 1793, it will add vigour to my attack. My 
tiftt object must ever be to keep the Ercnch Fleet in check; and if they put to sea, to have 
force enough with me to unnihdale them, and that, with God’s blessing, 1 have no' fear of 
not being able to perform. 'Fhat w'ould keep the. 'IVo Sicilies free from any attack from 
sea. If the French Fleet could ctirry r2,000 men into the Bay of Naples, whilst their Army 
was marching by land, the. consetpiences would l)C fatal to that capital. The 2000 troops 
are ready at Malta, and it was only on the 7ih, that 1 prayed General Vilettes to keep 
them in readiness; and if your Excellency w'cre to think it proper to write a confidential 
letter to the General, I am sure he w'ould be much flattered. — I am glad to And Russia 
thinks properly, and, 1 trust there will be no jealousies; but that both Countries will try 
who can liest serve and save the ’I’wo Sicilies: temporising may be necessary in small 
Slates, in large ones it ought not to hap])cn -it is humiliating. Eitfaef l^aoe».C9r ljOO,0(X) 
Rushians and as many Austrians, in Italy; but I cannot help thinking lhaf Bdpnaparte 
will wish for Peace rather than a War with two Ehipires’.*^Aptio, nnd'lgS^, mf clear Sir 
John, you may rely upon me.' - . ^ 

(1804.) When writing to his Excellency Adm. Sir John Warren* and Mr. Stratton at 


CoMslanlinoplc, he -again reverts to Russia, and Austria: Eyehts, whijeh are d^^* 

happening through the Ambition of Buonaparte, arc much belter knoWQ jtj9» you thf^ . 



, can be to me; who have now been at sea from the first duy of the war, niul never liad iny 
foot outside the>ship. 1 hope Russia and Austria will assist the Good Cause, and Piedmont 
be restored to the King of Sardinia; but Courts v«!ry seldom draw together, and it is the 
more sincerely to be regretted at this time, when a common interest ought to unite them 
clo8ely-~but I am touching on a subject out of my depth. Mons. liUtouche 'I’reville s('ems 
inclined to try his hand with us, and by my keeping so great an inferioriiy close to him, 
perhaps he may some day be templed.' 

(1804.) Lord Nelson thus proceeds with his political remarks, in writing to the Grand 
Vizier, June 13th. * Buonaparte, by whatever name he may choose to call hinis«’lt’, Gcac- 
ral. Consult or Emperor, is the same man wc have always known, and the common dis- 
turber of the human race; it is much more dangerous to he his Friend than his F.nciny : 
With the appearance of friendship lie deceives; to be on the latter terms, the liaiui sliould 
l)e always on the sword. May God grant his Imperial Majesty health and haigth of days, 
and may your Highness for m^ny, many years guide his Councils with your wisdom. 
I beg of your Highness to assure his Imperial Majesty, that 1 urn penctntlcil with his con- 
descension in remembering my former exertions in the execution of my duty: whilst my 
health remains, they shall never cease. Other Admirals will readily be found of probably 
more abilities, but none with more Zeal to cement the harmony and perfect good under- 
standing between our two good Sovereigns. The French Fleet is (luilc safe in 'L'oidoii, and 
for the summer they cannot readily escajic without a Battle. JMay God give the Victory 
to the just cause!’ 

Amidst the different naval Officers who during this year received the thanks and appro- 
bation of their Admiral, was Captain B. Vincent of the ^Vrrow; avIio in the ensuing year 
fought so gallant an Action against a, superior force of the Fncmy, u hen in company with 
another small vessel, Acheron. — Captain Vincent, on the 3d of .luuc, had made a most 

spirited, attack on a French privateer under the island of Fanu. Lord Nelson, in his official 
diproA^ the great attention and deference which lie always wished to lx* obs(‘rved 
towards h^tral vessels. " The deslructiob of the Enemy’s privateers,”" said he, “bivuines 
anbbjecjrof seriblfk considei^tion, and certainly justifies an attack upon iIicm; pirates. 1 
thereforp. ftkl plc^ul^ atyour Mnduct in the destruction of the privateer before inenliuned, 
and shall, writa to his Majesty's Minister at Corfu, if necessary, to remousiratc 



In to the Admiralty, May .5, 1804, 


1 Privikielllll in the Adriatic, Lord Nelson's attention had been parti- 
in that quarter; but it reqnire^^ greater number of sm.ili ve^stds 
lid at that time be spared. These de[iiedations on our Tiade weic made 
AecenSi ,which Iprkcd amongst the Islands in .that sea, until iliey 
'^goalt ai<d# to th^m from the shore to attack ves&eis that were 
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a<rainst the conduct of these unprecedented and sanctioned pirates, as I did in the instance, 
of ilieThisbe: for certainly the Neutral Territory that does not afford protection, cannot be 
ulluM’ecI to give it to the original breaker of the Neutrality; and therefore from the offensive 
stale of the privateer in question, and her firing upon the Arrow's boats, I cannot but ap- 
prove of your having destroyed her. But I must beg to be perfectly understood, that 1 
would on no account have the Neutrality broken or disturbed, by his Majesty’s ships or 
vessels under my command firing u})on any of the Enemy's privateers, or endeavouring to 
destroy them under the protection of a neutral port, unless such privateers shall first use 
offensive pleasures, and fire upon his Majesty’s subjects; in which case they forfeit the 
protection of the neutral port, and ought to be destroyed if possible.” — In a subsequent 
letter to Captain Vincent, during this year. Lord Nelson added, “ I very highly approve 
of your complying w'ith Mr. Foresli’s rccpicst, in conveying his despatches to Venice, and 
landing the Russian courier at that place. 1 am much obliged by the information con- 
tained in your said letter and enclosures ; and am particularly satisfied with the whole 
of your proceedings, in respect to the line of conduct necessary to be observed in the de- 
struction of the Enemy’s privateers. I must beg to remark to you, the same as I have done 
to Captain Raynsford — “ I am clearly of opinion, that on the spot where the breach of 
Neutrality has been committed by the French, the Enemy has no right to claim the protec- 
tion of Neutrality, if he should be overpowered. I am sure it is the furthest from the wish 
of our Government to break the Neutrality of any State, although the French may; but it 
is no longer a neutral spot, if the French arc permitted to commit hostilities against us.' 

(1804.) On the change of Alinisters which took place during this year, in the month of 
jSIay, Lord Melville succeeded Earl St. Vincent as First Lord of the Admiralty: the other 
Members of the Board consisted of Admirals Cambier and Sir J. Colpoys, K. B. Captain 
Sir H. Burrard Neale, Bart. Captain Philip Patten, and W. Dickenson, Esq.” — On hearing 
of this event. Lord Nelson sent the following letter, dated June 18, to Sir John Acton; 
who, at the desire of Buonaparte, had been obliged to resign his situation: iThe great 
change of Ministry cannot, unless it gives us Peace, which 1 think by no means improba- 
ble, make any alterations respecting Russia and the assistance which our Country is in 
duty and honour bound to give Naples. 1 trust that Austria will also assist in preventing 
this new Charlemagne from possessing the old Empire. — Mons. Latouche .came put on the 
14th. 1 was off the Ilicrcs with five ships; he had eight of .the line ^gj^^mTrigates. In 
the evcuHig he stood under Sepet again, and I believe I ma^ call c/i^ed hint into 
Toulon the morning of the I am satisfied he meant n'^hing l^j|^^^a g^^aade; but * 
am confident when he is oidercd for imy service, that he will i^^^lmg iii %iUi us and^^ 

the event of a Battle, to try and accomplish his Ordere.' . , ;• ' , 

' •• V'Of:.- 

* During the ensuing mouth of July, Sir Evan Nepean, Bart. ncceeded'Sir H.^oharCIjl^le. 
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• (1804.) To his Excellency Mr. Elliot^ June 18. * By tho Mstidslonc, Hon. G. Elliot, I 

was fUvounid with your truly inU'rosling letters respecting llic removal of Sir John Acton. 
The General must, I think, possess more than ever the confidence of hoih our own and the 
Russian Ministry, from the very circumstance of his being so much haled by the French. 
Gallo and Miclieroux never can, they have shewn on all occasions loo evident a partiality 
to the French, or, to say no worse, a dislike to us.” -'Hie Admiral’s letters to the King 
and Queen of Napl<;s, repealed what has been already inserted rcspeeling ISir John Acton’s 
resignation, and bore liberal testimony to the character of that Minister. 

His Lordship again reverted to the subject of Privateers, when w'l iling to his Excellency 
Mr. Jackson in Sardinia, and dwell on the impropriety of their eonduet. “ 1 have been 
favoured with your account of what had passed at Civila Vecchia, res|K;cting a Spanish 
vessel detained by an English privateer. 'J'he conduct of all privateers is, as far as I have 
seen, so near Piracy, that 1 only wonder any civilised nation can allo\v them. The 
lawful as well as unlawful commerce of the Neutral Flag is subject to every violation and 
spoliation; but 1 do not believe that any foreign power can make itself a judge, whether 
the detention be legal tir not. The Spanish Consul, if he thought the conduct of the English 
privateer wrong by an unjust detention, had only to apply to the Court of \'^ice Admiralty 
at Gibraltar or Malta. You know, my dear Sir, that no person in our Country can inter- 
fere with the Laws. 1 am always sorry when unpleasant circumstances arise. You will 
see by the enclosed papers, the supposed improper conduct of the Papal Got-ernmcnl at 
Ancona; but 1 do not enter into the subject, for 1 cannot be a jmige by only hearing one 
side. 1 admit the very unpleasant situation of the Papal Government; fur J am well aware 
if they were just in their neutrality, that Buonaparte Avould take Rome from his Holiness, 
as he has done before: I have always directed the Neutrality of the Papal Stale to l)e 
attended to.’ 

Ilis. zealous mind was at that time so much alarmed, lost any new attempt should 
be made to modify the Act of Parliament respecting Soldiers when embarked, that, on 
the change of Ministry, he sent the following letter to Lord Melville, on his being ap- 
pointed to succeed Earl St. Vinwnt at the Admiralty. June 21. ‘ My dear Lortl: In case 
Earl St. Vincent, and Sir Thomas Troubridge, should not send you my lettere to them, 
respecting'^ conduct of Soldiers embarked to serve in his Majesty’s ships, I think it of 
great consequibijtoe 1^' the Naval Service, you should be informed of my sentiments upon 
that subject. It requires not tlie gift of prescience to assert, if Soldiers embarked in ships 
of war are as heretofore, left subject to the Act of Parliament for the government 
of his JVfajesty’s ships, Vessels, and forces by sea, wherein, as our forefathers said, the 
safety, wealth; ai^ prosperity of the kingdom chiefly depend; that llu; Navy, which we 
hav^ all heretofore Off to; will be rained. The al»olutc power must remain; there 
' -‘'iroi;.-!!,, ic 



374 


rnniioi Ijc two Coininandors in one ship, nor iwo scls of laws lo regulate the conduct of 
iliost' eiuharked in the same bottom. I will no^ iny Lord, take up your finie in debating, 
wlu'ilier it would be Ijcller for the Navy to be subject to the same Articles of War as the 
Army : but we may take a lesson from the epitaph, £ was well, I would be better, and here 
f am: My opinion is, lei zvell alone.’ 

(1804.) Jn a letter to Lord Hawkesbury, June 22, liOrd Nelson reverted to his favourite 
subject of Sardinia. Ilis Lordship's wish to save that Island from being suddenly sur- 
prised by the invasion of French troops from Corsica, had alarmed the King, and awakened 
the jealousy of some of the Foreign Ministers: “ Ilis Majesty,” says the Admiral, “^svas 
supported by the Russian Minister, and your Lordship’s words were quoted to me : the 
conse(}uence will be the loss of Sardinia, cither France, or England, must have it. The 
loss to us will be great indeed, I do not think that the Fleet i;an then be kept at sea. From 
Sardinia we get water and fresh provisions: the loss of it wouhl cut us off from Naples 
except by a cireuitiius route, for all the purpo^ of getting refreshments, even were Naples 
able to supply us. I have hitherto watched Sardinia; but at this moment, wli^n from the 
bad eouditioii of many of the ships under my command I can barely keep a sufficient 
force at sea to attend to the French Fleet, I have not shi|)s to send to Madelena; not less, 
my Lord, than ten frigates and as many good sloops would enable me to do what 1 wish, 
and what of course I think absolutely necessary. But I am aware of the great tvant of 
iheni in England, and that other services must be starved to take care of home. Iff Avere 
at your Lordship's elbow, 1 think I could say so fnheh upon the subject of Sardinia, that 
attempts Avould be made to obtain it; for this 1 hold as clear, that the King of Sardinia 
vunnot keep it, and if he could, that it is of no use to him. , That if France gets it, she com- 
mands tlu^ Mediterranean, and that by us it would be kept at a much smaller expense 
than Alalia; from its position it is worth fifty Maltas. — Should the war continue, the 
blockade of Marseilles is a measure absolutely essential, and the points necessary for us to 
occiijiy are to be considered, and J think J could satisfy your Lordship of the probability 
of holding those positions: nothing could distress France so much, and make her wish for 
peace with us at ]>rescnt. Not less than forty sail a week^o into Marseilles ... I Avill not 
iroulde your Jjoidship with a longer .letter, on the various objects well worthy of considera- 
tion within the Mediterranean, and which the experience of eleven yean |v<s made me 
turn my thoughts to.’ t 

To Lord Mekille, June 22. ...‘ It is to redeem the solemn pledge I have made, never to 
omit, upon any change of administration, stating the just Claim which I Consider the Battle 
of Copenhagen has to the reward of Medals, such as have been given for other great Naval 
Victories; I therefore enclose for your Lordship’s perusal a statement of facts, and the 
letters Avhich passed between me and Earl St. Vincent upon that occasion ; and whfi^your 
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* Lordship has leisure lime, I request your perusal of ihcin ... 1 am aware, iny Lord, that 
his Majesty haif the most uudisputod right to bestow Medals, or tcj withhold them, as he 
pleases. No man admits it more fully than myself: but, my Lord, I turn back to the llrsi 
of .June, 1794; from dial moment I have ever considered, that his Majesty, by implication, 
pronounced these words to his Fleet, holding forth the Mcdnl— This, ///// Fleet, is the gi\at 
Reward which I will bestow for great and important Victories like the jnrsent. Considering 
this as a solemn pledgee, his Majesty gave it as the reward for the battles of St. Vincent, 
of Camperdown, and the Nile : 'I'hcn comes the most didicult acliicveincni, the hanh'st 
fought Battle, the most glorious result that ever graced the Naval Annals of our Country : 
The Medal is withheld, for what reason Lord St. Vincent best knows. Could it he 
said the Danes were not brave? the contrary has always been shewn. Was our force so 
superior that tliere was no merit in gaining the Victory? if guns made the superiority, tin* 
Danes were very superior. If it be said, aye, but your ships were superior: to that I can 
answer, that the force placed by the Danes for the preservation of their .Arsenal, their 
Fleet, an<J|, the City of Copenhagen, was such and of that description of vessels, which 
they thought inexpugnable by any force that could be brought against it. I have no more 
to say, but beg to refer your Lordship to the papers sent herewith; and 1 hope in the name 
of those brave Commanders who were under my orders on the glorious 2d of April, 1801, 
for your recommendation to his Majesty, I’hat he may be pleased to bestow that mark of 
Honour on the Baltic of Cojjenhagen, which his goodness has given to the battles of St. 
Vincent, the hrst of June, of Camperdown, and the Nile.’ 

(1804.) On Mr. Addington’s leaving the helm of Stale, his friend Lord Nelson sent 
him the following letter, dated June 30. ‘ My dear Sir: Friend I may call thee now, 
without the suspicion of adulation to a Minister; but believe me that my opinion of your 
abilities as a Minister, and your constant friendship for me as a Man, have ever hcUl the 
same place in my heart : I feel pride in avowing it now you are a private gentlcnnan. f 


will not i»y too much; becaiusc when a change takes jrlace, if honourable men arc to hold 
the helm, '.l am sure amongst ll>c foremost will be placed one IIrnb v Anoi kc rox, u liose 
sincere Fiien^.is ever his attached, and' obliged Nblson ano Brom r..’ 

In writing to the Queen of Naples, July 10, he thus deliven d his judicious opinion 
respectin^f^a conduct of Russia, and other great powers, as opposetl to France. “ It 
. would be in me. Madam, to venture by letter on any political subject with 

tvouT. Majesty ;*^bat.i cannot help wishing Europe to be the Bundle of Slicks against France. 
Sf ittie JO teifapbitoe, let all do it, if to go to war, let all go to war. U pon this j)rincii)le 

i,haveKwishcd.that;Ri^ii^ should have avoided a war, unless joined byAusiria; then, acting 


#ith 



i O^er, much might have been expected Irom such a coalition, 
[s 4lialt and ships to the Ionian Republic, and the Morea, 1 am 
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(ItTulcdly ol’ opinion it endangers Naples much more than bowing to the storm for the • 
luoiiiciil. Not loss than j0,00(), it ought to be lOO^OOO Russians, can cflj^ctually secure 
Italy. 'J’o say the truth, I do not think that either in the last war, nor according to all 
jij)p<'aranccs in the present, are our plans upon that grand scale which would bid fairest 
to k(^‘p France within due bounds. Little measures can only produce little eflecls— I dare 
not h't iny pen run on; your Majesty's comprehensive mind will readily see what great 
thing'! could be done in the Mediterranean. It is here that Buonaparte is most vulnerable, 
it is here much easier, than on the Rhine, to mortify his pride, and to humble him to rea- 
sonable terms of peace. I beg your Majesty’s pardon for delivering my opinion so freely.” 
In writing to Sir John Acton, he enforced the same ideas. “ Admiral Ganteaurae, I see, 
has hoisted his flag at Brest; a sure indication to my mind, that at least a part of that Fleet 
is destined fur the Mediterranean. It is in this Country that Buonaparte wishes to make 
himself great, and therefore this is the country where large Armies and Fleets should be 
placed. I trust our Government will take care not to allow a superiority, beyond my 
power ol‘ resistance, to get into the Mediterranean. I calculate upon no joint exertion of 
Uie Russian Fk'cl, even should the Emperor go to war; and if it is only a war of Mani- 
festoes, as Calherinc’s war, and sending troops to the Morea and Ionian Republic, I do 
not see any good eilher to Naples or England from it; indeed I fear such a war would 
much endanger both Naples and Sardinia.” 

(1804.) The anxiety wiilr which he at that time watched his gasconading Enemy in 
'Foulon, was much increased by the tempestuous weather which our crazy ships with their 
exhausted stores had to encounter. Although the spirit of Nelson pervaded the whole 
sc^uadron and surmounted every difficulty, yet the fatigue of mind which he thus con- 
stantly endured with a weak and sickly frame, is hardly to be credited, On the 17th of 
July, his agitation at the thoughts of having sulTered some of the French ships to escape, 
is thus described in a hurried note which he addressed to Admiral Campbell: “ The ifrench 
ships have ('ithcr altered their anchorage, or some of them have got to sea in the late gales: 
the idea has given me half a fever.”— In the afternoon Captain Moubray made the signal 
of the Enemy being all in harbour: this, however, did not quite allay the Admirals agita- 
tion, as expressed in another note, which he sent to Sir R. Bickerton; « I have been in 
a little alarm at the idea of Mons. Latouche having given me tlic slip; and iy^ot quite 
cleared up. I am sending Active and Thunder off Marseilles for inft;9hi)at^; for lam 
sure if that Admiral were to cheat me out of my hopes of meeting him^t would kill 
me much easier than one of his balls. Since wc sat down to dinner, Captain l^Hqubray has^ 
made the signal, but I am very far ffoVnvbeing easy. I shall place Seahorse and Amazon 
close: in shoa', in order to examine Toulon every way to morrow.' 

Whilst Ixjrd Nelson had been thus vigilantly observing the operations of the Fieo/ck - 



* Fleet off Toulon, his friend Captain IJallowcll had proceeded to JSgypt with Elfi Bey, aii 
artful and desiring Chief* of the Maineloues; who being obliged to leave Kgypl, had 
endeavoured to impose on the liberality and integrity of the British Nation. Captain 
Hallowell on reluming to Malta, in his letters to Lord Nelson and to Earl St. Vincent^ 
entered at considerable length on the insidious character of this Bey, and transinilied much 

valuable information respecting the then state of Egypt “I had strong reason to 

believe,” said Captain Hallowell to Lord Nelson, “ that Elfi Bey was not so firmly in our 
interest, as I had a right to expect he would have been from the very great alteuliou he 
had received from the English Goverament; and 1 took every opportunity of sounding him 
with respect to his disposition towards us and the French, repeatedly asking him, IVhtthery 
if the French landed whilst I was in Alexandria^ he would cooperate with me in the defence of 
the place? But he would never give any other answer, than “ that he would fight against 
any Enemy who might attempt to possess his Country.” I told him that was not an answer 
to my question ; and from the attention ho had received from the English Governmenr, 
and the professions of Friendship he had made towards the English Nation, 1 had every 
reason to expect his cooperation, if the French should attempt a landing in Egypt; and 
that, if he would promise me the support of his Mameloucs, 1 would land 200 Englishmen 
to manage the Artillery, and would answer for the French not getting possession of Alex- 
andria, before a reiiiforccrocnt of English ships and troops arrived. To this he answered 
with great warmth. If any Enemy should attempt to landy 1 would devour the flesh from their 
bones; and he enforced his expressions, by taking hold of his hand between his teeth, say- 
ing, Thus I would treat them. I then asked him, whether he would consider the Frcnclt as 
Enemies or Friends, if they were to land? To which he would only answer, They have been 
here once, and are gone away again, nor do I think they will ever return: and I jjever could 
at any time extract a promise from him to oppose them, or to cooperate with me.” — In a 
letter on the same subject to Earl St. Vincent, Captain Hallowell more clearly developed 
the real character of this crafty Mamelouc. A messenger had been despatched from two 
of the Beys with a letter to H. B. Majesty’s Ministers, requesting the assistance of our 
Government with men and money, and soliciting our interference to prevent the return of 
Elfi Bey to Egypt ; “ Your Lordship,” adds Captain Hallowell to Earl St. Vincent, “ will 
readily suppose that my astonishment must have been great, as 1 had always undci'stood 
that Elfi Bey ^as the first Character in that Country, and that he had been deputed to 
negotiate for them with our Government. In the course of my conversation with tlie mes- 
senger, he assured me that the Bey was a troublesome character; that he was disliked by 
all the Mameloucs, who hftd explained his turbulent disposition to one of our Generals, 
and had requested he would take him any where out of the Country, or tranquillity would 
nev^'be restor^ in Egypt. The fear of the Capitan Pasha’s arrival with 50 or 60,000 
II. ■ so 
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iroops, first induced Elfi Bey to think of going to Europe." — CSaptain Ilallowell concluded * 
his loilor to Lord Nelson with the following description of the state of fegypt. Since 
the (evacuation of Egypt by the English Army, the Country has been involved in war- 
.fare. The tyranny and oppression of the Turkish Government have rendered them ob- 
noxious to every description of people; and notwithstanding that the Porte has by a 
Treaty of Peace with the Mameloucs, ceded to them the possession of Egypt on the same 
footing on which they held it before the French invasion, yet the Turks have not given 
dircx'lion^ to their Governor to admit them into the garrisons of Alexandria or Aboukir; 
both of which they keep in their possession, although the Peace has been confirmed to the 
Mameloucs by two different firmans from the Porte . . . The English name and character 
are respected throughout Eg)’pt; and if at any time the people of the Country have been 
induced to look to any other Christian Power for relief, 1 firmly believe it has proceeded 
from an idi'a, that England had totally abandoned them. Every inhabitant of Alexandria, 
and all the Arabs with whom 1 could have any communication, arc earnestly praying for 
the return of the English; but if they cannot succeed in being placed under our protec- 
tion, they will be hajipy to receive the French to secure themselves from the invasion of 
an oppressive and extortionate Turkish Army . . . Such is the general prepossession in 
favour of the English just now (1804), that 1 am confident 40(X) English troops and a little 
money, would sexure us the cooperation of all ranks against the return of the French. Egypt 
at present holds out strong temptations, both to the English and French, to send an Army 
thither: whichever party lands first will lie fortunate.’ 

(1804.) On the 31st of July, Txird Nelson, in order to shelter his Fleet from the pre- 
vailing gales of wind, and to unload some Transports which had arrived, made the signal 
to lake shelter in the Gulf of Palma. The boisterous weather continuing the whole of the 
next day, they kept the anniversary of the first of August in that Bay, which his Lord- 
ship notices in writing to Sir A. Ball on the 3d. Tlic mind of the Governor of Malta and 
his Opinions were congenial with those of Nelson, and a similarity of talent gradually 
cemented a friendship between them, which their first acquaintance' had by no means 
promised. “ I have received, my dear Ball," said his Lordship, “ your sketch of the views 

p Sir Alexander Ball first became acquainted with Nelson when be visited France in 1782| and resided for a short 
lime at St. Omer's. They parted in some degree prejudiced against each other. After a long interval, they again 
met whcti Captain Ball was attached to the squadron which Earl St. Vincent, in 1798i sent up /he Mediterranean 
under Sir Horatio. The prejudice which he had imbibed at St. Ooier’s still remained, and on his first interview 
with Captain Ball, Nelson observed, What do you expect by going with me, do yon wish lo get your bones 
broken r”—*' I did not, Sir,*' replied Captain Ball, come into the Service to eave my bones: I know you are going 
on a perilous service, and I am therefore happy to go with you**— Daxxng the subsequent tempest in the Gulf pf 
Lyons^ the talents and greatness of mind of Captain Bali (as narrated in the Appendix) won the heart 
Horatio; and from that hour the utmost intimacy and motnal regard existed, as has been seen, between ioill 
these Officers. 
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* of the French in the Mediterranean, on the whole outline of which I perfectly agree with 
you; and on ihh smaller part there are only shades of dilTcrence. My u|)inion of the views 

* of Russia has long been formed, and to this moment 1 see every thing she does works to 
the same end —the possession of all European Turkey. I have delivered iny opinion 
when in England, how this plan of Russia might be turned to much advantage for us, ahd 
how it would operate against France. I know the importance of Malta; but, my friend, 
1 fancy 1 also know how fur its importance extends: on this point we may ditfor, but we 
both agree, that it never must be even risked tailing into the hands of France . . . Look at 
the position of Sardinia, I have touched I recollect before upon that sulyect,* and you 
should be Viceroy. I have warned the folks at home, but I fear in vain: Algiers will be 
French in one year after a peace— you sec it, and a man may run and read, that is the plan 
of Buonaparte. Respecting Egypt I agree with you most perfectly. And now, my dear 
Ball, I will not plague you with my nonsensical ideas any more; and have only to hope 
Mons. Latouchc, who says in his letter to Paris that I ran away from him on June 14, 
will give me an opportunity of settling my account before I go liomc, which cannot be 
much longer deferred, or I shall never go." — In a letter to Mr. Davison, his Lordship 
added, “ I may s.ay as the famous DeWitt did. My Life I will freely risk for my Country, 
but my Health I must take care of. If the mind be not strong from good health, depend ou 
it, the other faculties arc in unison.” 

(1804.) When writing to General Vilettes, he thus continued his political sentiments 
without reserve. “^I am of no party : I hope and believe that any Administration would 
ever act to the best of their judgment, for the power and advantage of their Country. I am 
not one of those Who think, that the safety of the Stale depends on any one, or upon one 
hundred men; let Uicm go off the stage, and others would ably supply their places.”— In 
a previous letter to Mr. R. Wilbrahain, he had said, “ Tlic coalition of Parties the most 
opposite in principles ought not to surprise us. Windham and Fox may again meet at 
Holkham, and Pitt join the party— Such things arc. Politicians arc not like* other men; 
and probably all other men would be Politicians, if they had the sense." — In writing to 
Mr. Consul Duff, he thus delivered his opinion respecting the Spaniards, and Buona- 
parte’s Resigns agmnst them: “ I live in hopes yet to see Buonaparte humbled, and Spain 
resuming her natural rank amongst the Nations, which that clever scoundrel prevents: he 
wants to havQ her revolutionised, or that he should have more money for preserving the 
name of the Spanish Monarchy. I sincerely hope England and Spain will long remain 


at peape." 

• As Lord Nelson in the year 1801 had written’ to the Lord Mayor, on not receiving the 
of the City of London for the Victory of Copenhagen, he now addressed a second 


' < See Vol. IL p. 305 . 
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Icitf'i- to hint on receiving thanks that had not been merited. In this admirable remonstrance * 
Nelson declared, llttit no man set a higher value on the thanks of his Fellow Citizens of 
Txtiidou, than he did; but that he should feel .as much ashamed to receive .thanks for a line 
of service in which he had not moved, as he should feel hurt at havinga great Victory, allud- 
iifg lo that of Copenhagen, passed over without notice. He justly obervctl, that the Port 
of Toulon had never been blockaded by him; but on the contrary, that every opportunity 
had betm alforded by his Fleet for the Enemy to put to sea, in order that the hopes and 
expectations of his Country might be realised. His Lordship then concluded with the 
following' liberal testimony to the talents of his brother Officere. “ Your Lordship will 
judge of my feelings, upon seeing that all the junior Flag Officers of other Fleets, and 
even some of the Captains, have received the thanks of the Corporation of London, whilst 
the junior Flag Offietirs of the Mediterranean Fleet are entirely omitted. I own it has 
struck me very forcibly : for wlicrc the information respecting the junior Flag Officere and 
Captains of olhiT Fleets was obuiined, the same information could have been given of the 
Fljig Officers of this Fleet, and the Captains; and it is my duty to state, that more able 
and zealous Flag Officers and Captains do not grace the British Navy, than those I have 
the honour and happiness to command. It likewise appears, my Ix>rd, a most extraor- 
dinary circumstance, that Rear Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton should have been, as second 
in command in the IMcditcrrancan Fleet, twice piassed over by the Corporation of London ; 
once after the Egyptian Expedition, when the first and third in command, were thanked, 
and now again. — Conscious of high desert, instead of neglect, the Rear Admiral had re- 
solved to let the matter rest, until he could have an opportunity personally to call on the 
Lord IMayor, to account for such an extraordinary omission; but from this second omis- 
sion I owe it to that excellent Officer not to pass it by. And I do assure your Lordship, 
that the constant zealous and cordial support 1 have had in iriy command from both Rear 
Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton and Rear Admiral Campbell, has been such as calls forth 
all my thanks and approbation. We have shared together the constant attention of being 
more than fourteen months at sea, and are ready to share the dangers and glory of a day 
of Battle: therefore it is impossible I can allow myself to be separated, in thanks, from such 
supporters.' 

(1804.) On the 4th of August, he informed Mr. Stratton, our Minister at Constantinople, 
that the Admiralty had ordered a ship of war to the Black Sea, in order lo sjurvey it; and 
wished to be informed whether the Ottoman Court would make any and what objections. 
'I’he great importance and necessity of this service had long been evident to ^is Lordship's 
mind.— On the same day, in writing’lo his long approved friend Admiral Kingsmill, bn. 
touches on his regard for other early friends, and displays the tendern^ of bis affectionaig. 
disposition. “ There is nothing, my dear Kingsmill, that you can desire idc to do, tfaiit I 



, should not fly to do with the greatest pleasure. Can I forget all your kindness to me? 

No — IJoralio Nelson is (all that is left of him) the same as you formerly knew, nor does 
^ he forget any part of Mary's goodness.— Bastard is a very fine young man, and I will re- 
move him out of the bomb, independent of your friendship. Mr. Bastard, Member for 
Devon, is a chanicter wc mnsi all respect for his high worth and principles. I can reac^ly 
believe the pleasure, yon must have had, in meeting some of my friends at gootl Admiral 
and Mrs. ].iutwidgc’s. 1 ain sorry to tell yoti that jny health or rather, constitution is much 
shaken; but, my dear Kingsmill, when 1 run over tin; undermentioned Wounds, Eye in 
Corsica, Belly off Ca])e St. N'incent, Arm atTencriffe, and Head in Egypt, I might to be 
thankful that 1 am what 1 am. I command, however, for Captains and Crews, sui‘h a 
Elect as T have never before seen, and it is impossible that any Admiral ean be happier 
situated. Gotl bless you, my dear Kingsmill, and believe me ever your most faithful and- 
affectionate friend. Nelson and Bronte.’ 

(1804.) Ilis anxiety to return home for a short repose from such inecssant fatigue, was 
at times increased by the fear he possessed, of not being able to have snHicient interest, as 
he modestly ihoughi, to conlimn; in the command of a Fleet, whose conduel la* so uniformly 
approved: “ You Avill, I am sure,” said he in writing to Sir E. Nepean, Aug. 4, “ see with 
regret, that my shattered carcase requires rest. The leaving this Fleet where «'vcry one 
wishes to please me, and whei'c I am as happy as it is possible for a man to be in a com- 
mand, must make me feel; but I owe it to my King and Country, and to myself, not to let 

Service suffer ujion my account. 1 have not Interest, nor can 1 expect to be permitted 
to. return in the spring to this command. Yet is this place, perhaps, more filled for me 
than any other, but I submit. y\ll my wishes now rest that T may meet Mons. Latouchc 
before October is over.” —In a letter aljout the same time to Count Mocenigo at Corfu, 
when speaking of the possibility tbal Lulouche might after all elude his vigilance. Nelson 
added what it behoves all naval men to remember — Sen Affairs, nothing is impossiUe and 


mthin^improbahle. 

1i. H, the Duke of Claifence, Aug. 15. ‘ If any thing the least lu'w was to occur 
her^ your lUiyal Highness, is sure that I should have wwitlcn to you ; but wc have an uniform 
sambhess day after day, and month after month — gales of wind for ever. In .luly wi* had 
days very severe weather, the Mediterranean seems altered. However with 
pu^i^g^-yiggtir, ships, vre have roughed, it out better than could have been expected. I have 
a^li&ys.taade It a rule neyef to contend with tlte Gales; and either run to the Southward ((« 

/ . .L • _ 'a 1 j 


Friend, or Qounsellur, if you go lo the Admiralty, 
not be good for.thc Service/ 






Diiriiii* lljc prerodiiig inoiuli of July, llic* boats of the Narcissus, Capt. Ross Donnelly, , 
of (ho Soahorso, lion. C. Boyle, unil of tlic Maidstone, Hon. George Elliot, hud on the 
pill inude a ilesperate and most gallant uttai'k on about twelve of the Knoiny's vessels at 
la Windour in the. Bay of llieivs. 'I’hesie boats had been sent in under the orders of Mr. 
John 'riionipson, tirsl Lieulenant of tlu* Narcissus; wdio with his gallant companions, as 
is narrated in Captain Donnelly’s official letter, boarded and destroyed almost the whole 
under a prodigious lire of gi'cat guns and musketry, as well from the enemy’s vessels, as from 
a battery and the houses of the town, close to which they hud been hauled in and secunal. 
'J'hc attack commenced at midnight. The Enemy were fully pix^pared, aud had taken 
ev('ry precaution to secure their vessels, by mooting them head and stern. Lord Nelson 
in sending an ncx'ounl of this daring enterprise to the Admiralty, August 12, said, “ 'J'he 
delcrmineil bravery of Lieutenants Tliom|>sun, J*arkcr, Lumley, and Moore, and of the 
p(;lty 'officers, seamen, and marines employed undcT them, could not be cxccq^dcd. 1 am 
concerned to obstave, that Licuteuaut Lumley' has been obliged to suffer amputation at 
the shoulder joint ; but 1 have much pleasure in saying, that this fine young man is fast 
recovering: his suff’erings, 1 am sure, will meet their JiOrdslii{)s consideration.” 

(1804.) At ihc beginning of the month of August, having heard that thei*e was an 
excellent fresh water' river in a bay in the island of Piilla, Lord Nelson proceeded thither 
and found the r('(>ort corwet. He describes the Bay in his Diary, as l)cing open to the 
E. and S. K. w'inds, but that the bottom was good. On the l6th of (he same month, the 
Active, Pho'be, Seahorse, and Niger, joined from reconnoitring Toulon, and reported that 
sixteen or st'venteen large shijis, supposed of the line, had been out; and on the same day 
the Eisgard arrived from England. The violent gales whi(‘h came on and continued for 
some days, obliged the Admiral to take shelter under Ca{)c St. Sebastian. In writing 
on the 24lh of August to Rear Admiral Sutton, he said, 'J’hc Spencer joined the 19th, 


’ The three MiilOiipmcii woundeii were Mr.T. W. UedingGcld of the Nnrrhius, Mr. T. A. Watt of the Stahorte, 
and Mr. J. fi. Victor of the Maidstone. 

* 'i'hiii OflSeer afterwarda rcUtrncd to England with the following letter from bis Admiral to Lord Melville. 

I am sure that your LordMhip will iilluw me to prcMcnt to yon Iticuteimiit Lumley of the Seahorse, who hod nlmobt 
u tniiaeiilous recovery from his severe wounds. The arm is not only taken out of the shoulder joint, but much of 
the shoulder hones has been extracted. His general conduct as an Ollicer has, from the report of the Hon. 
(Captain noyle, been such as always to merit approbation; and his conduct upon the occasion of lodng his 
has been such as to claim all our regard ntid esteem : and 1 am sure his good behaviour and sulfcringf will attract 
your Lordship’s uotieft.” 't ' ' 

' In hib Diary, during the month of September, mention is made of " A very fine Watering Place found by 
('aptain llillyer, about five miles to the westward of Porto Torres, with the Springs about two Jin^r^.yaidafraai . 
the beach, where forty casks may be filled at the same time.” And, in writing afterwards to Mr.Opnsnl Magimn, 
he said, " I can assure you, that we have found ‘Pulla the most healthy place the Fleet has ever been at. ^ ftr > 
from it man being ill from the thousands who went on shore, thpy have .aH derived the great^H benefit ’ 

salubrity of the air brought down by that fine river.” • ” 
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.from Plymoulli. I was very glad to see so fine a ship, and so good a man as Caplain 
tSlopford. 1 have long, my dear friend, made up my iiuiid never lo l)e lircid; the longer 
^ihe happy day is deferred, still every day brings it nearer, and we all feel (hat the day will 
arrive, the sooner the better certainly, or I shall not be in at the death; for 1 have every 
reason lo think if this Fleet gels fairly at Mons. iiatoiiche, that his letter, with all his ing^;-> 
nuily, must be did'erent from his last. I have sent White, who is a treasure, to the good 
Commissioner/ 


(1804.) jTo Mr. FJliot, at Napfest Jug. 28. * Since 1 received your Excellency’s letters 
by the Kent, we have had a severe gale of wind, and have been blown under St. Sebas- 
tian’s, whence I only got back on Saturday the 2Glh, on which day T examined 'foidon 
myself— 20 ships of war are in the outer road; nine certainly and 1 believe, ten, are of the 
line, the rest frigaU's and largo corvettes, besides brigs, &c. &c. In the inner harbour one 
ship of the line, and a frigate. Mons. Latouche’s flag was not flying on Ixiurd, but we 
supposed he was on (.’ape Sepet with his flag, directing any movements he might think 
necessary. It is not tipon my own account, but that 1 may lx; able lo answer for my 
conduct lo the Aduiirult}', that J must ask this question of the King of Naples, Do you 
think your situation requires the constant presence of an Fnglish ship of the tine at ?iaples? His 
Ma jesty, and the Qu«‘on, know that I w’ould sooner fight the Enemy’s Fleet with an inferior 
fortv, than have them in the least uneasy. But Ministers may not abvays think as their 
attached Ntdson and Bronte docs; therefore, iny dear Sir, you will sec the necessity T am 
under of repeatedly asking the same (question: and 1 beg that the answer may be directly 
to the point, that if I go, and if 1 do not before next winter I never shall go, to England, 
my successor may not hav<; the power of taking the ship from Naples, w'ithout the King’s 
consent first obtained. 1 have mentioned lo Lord Melville my desire lo return to this 


command in March or April, if I am recovered; but the Administration may have so many 
other Admirals looking lo them, that very possibly I shall be laid iq)on the shelf.’ 

Towards the close of this month, of August, Lord Nelson being much hurt at an insinu- 
ation., which bad been thrown out by some mercantile men, of his having favoured some 
bferchants 'more f,han others, wnt tins following letter to one of their chairmen. “ 1 can 
imagine no'cliicumstancc that could possibly influence me, as a British Admiral, to grant 
more Articular protection to one British merchant, in preference to another; all arc (usually 
entitled id the protei^tion of his Majesty’s ships, and if my own brother were in your situ- 
atbtit^jt^lhodld k^id him liiost sincerely for venturing to suppose, that any influence would 


make pte ignoble iiifer^t, no mean subserviency to either Rank or Power, 

evef wWj^d the mi^d df pur .ppbl^ Countryman : His l\eart, iii these respects, was as pure 

The |^iory.of h» Profession was always uniformly bc- 
;'fore If>> la^ to LQid.^aiys:^git^ 24, l>ord Nelson had l^us spoken of himself, 
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when making honourable inenlioii of Lieutenant Granville, to whom a commission had , 
been given by the Admiral on the first of iliat memorable month: “ Granville, my dear 
Lord, is a \crv fine young man, and now you must try and get him llu* two next .steps,, ^ 
Cuimnander and Post, for.unlil that is done, nothing substantial is effected ; then Ihc whole 
Glory ol our Service is open to him. As an Officer 1 am of no party, and from niy heart 
I believe that all the different parties are composed of honourable men, and men of great 
abilities.— *1 do not understand the least of the Defence Dill, further than that it is good to 
have as large a regular Army as possible, and in the (luiekesl way ; and I liope J^ord 
Moira th6ught so loo. 1 havcHhc very highest opinion of his Honour and Abilities as a 
Soldier. Mr. Pitt is a Host of strength in himself. The Powers on (he Continent are a set 
ot dirty fellows; and I do riot believe, if every pcTson of all parties were in administration, 
that they would be able to move those Powers to cither assist us, or support their own 
honour. If they do ever go to War with J'ranre, I hope if will be for themselves, and not to 
involve ns in their tjiiarrels/' 


(1804.) Gn the 26'th of the same mouth, August, w'hen replying to the King bf Sar- 
dinia's brother, H. R. IJ. the Duke de Genevois, Viceroy of ihOrlslaud, in answer to a letter 
which had represented the deplorable State of the Finances in that valuable Kingdom, Lord 
Nelson informed his Royal Highness, that he had long since coinrounicatcd to his own 
Government the impossibility, under the present circumstances, of his Sardinian Majesty's 
k(‘eping in pay that force which was necessary for the preservation bf the Island, and the 


next tiny, August 27, he wrote to Lord llawkesbury on the same subject: “ The deplor- 
able slate of the Finances in the Island of Sardinia, has been represented to me not only by 
the Viceroy, but also by all the Governors, &e. &e. &c. Not one of their few soldiers have 


been paid for years, nor a Governor or Officer. The Forts are going to ruin; tiieie is not 
a gun carriage fit to bear a gun, and tlicir gallies are to be laid up, from the impossibility 
of even purchasing provisions for them. In short, my Lord, Sardinia is gone if the French 
make a landing; not from their regard to the French, for I am sure the greater part Itate 
them, but the Islanders must be released from their present miserable condition. 1 wrote 
to i.ord Hobart fully upon the necessity of keeping the French out of it; for even should 
they take a temporary possession, how is Toulon to be watched? and great diffitsitUy vfjould 
be found in getting a convoy either to or from Malta. 1 have said, enough to your Ix)rd- 
ship’s intelligent mind; and if it is not lost before I have the honour of weiitg you, I 
ihi^k 1 can satisfy your ].ordship of the absolute necessity of having Sai^fnta fo Us/ 
'Fowards the end of August, feeling convinced thal.^e French Hcet,waso^;tbe evj^/^ 
sailing from Toulon, he on the 28th .wrote to Captain Parker of the Araazop, being 
lest he should miss his share of glory in the Action : “ I ho[)e, my dearParkfip ypp 
haste to join me, fop;j|^c dajr of Battle cannot be far off, when 1 shall 
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•for ihc French have nearly one for every ship and we may as wc^ll have a JhiUle Koval, 
line of halUe ships opposed to ships of the line, and frigates to frigates. Kut J am satisfied 
..with your c.\erlions, and be assured that I am ever laithfully yours.” • 

(1804.) Whilst Lord Nelson was thus anxiously watching 'I’oulon, and waiting for his 
vaunting Enemy to give ihe Kritish Fleet an opportunity of avenging that aspeisiou whivli 
the French Commander in Chief had endeavoured to cast on its renown, J^atoiu hc hail 
been suddenly taken ill, and died. This was a complete disappointment to the Admiral, 
whose whole mind had been intent on annihilating the Friujch force under fiatouche, and 
proving to all Europe how little the Imsts of that OHicer would have availed h'lin in the 
day of Battle. If he had but come out and fought us, exclaimed Nelson, it tcouhl at least 
have added ten years to my life. 

'I'he protection Avhich his Lordship had already given to the j)erseculed mcinbei’s of 
the Church of Rome, has bi'cn previously noticed. On receiving a d(;s])alch, in September, 
fnnn Mr. Hunter at IMadrid, which was of importance to the Cardinals, ho immediately 
transmitted it with the following letter to Cardinal Despuig: “ Having always paid the 
greatest attention to your brother Cardittals, and to the .Soven'iguty of the Pope, particu- 
larly in 179Sj when I saved them from Na])les, and in 17y9» when a British Naval 
Ollicer under my orders hoisted the. Papal Colours, and hauled down the French, upon 
tlie Castle of St. Angelo ; ( therefore send (although 1 am sure no British Olllccr requires 
such an order) an order for every Officer under my command, to pay your Eminence all 
the respect due to your high rank, and also to give you every facility in their power to 
forward the successful termination of your voyage : And if I can be useful in sending 
your Eminence to Italy, only tell me so, and I shall be happy in the opportunity of assur- 
ing your Eminence with what respect I am, your most obedient servant, Nr.t.soN .\m) 
Brontb.” — ^'I’he Cardinal replied from Palma: “The very extraordinary conqiliineiit 
your Excellency has favoured me with, so entirely overcomes me that I am unable to find 
expressions to demonstrate my gratitude; and I remain, my Lord, much mortified that on 
account of the afflicting circumstances of the fever which prevails in S])ain, it has not been 
in my power to shew the Commander and Officers of the Corvette, under your Excellency’s 
orders, all that attention and those civilities, which 1 ought and wished to have done; 
although the activity of those Officers gave me little o])portunity to do it. 1 shall remind 
lus Holiness of your Excellency’s zeal towards him, and inform my brethren the Cardinals 
that you stilL retain them in your memory. I doubt not but their remembrance of you 
will be as eternal as my gratitude. I should be happy to find any occasion wherein [ 
could give your Excellency a testimony of ray regard. Jn the mean lime f pray God to 
preserve you many years.” 

The continual attention which Lord Nelson had now, for so many months, paid to the 
vot. ir. 5 r 



I’oult)!! Scjuadrou, and iIm; varioty of conjectures he had consianlly formed nispccling tlieir* 
fnlure dcs-ti nation, had already presented the West Indies as an object well worthy of the 
enterprise of Buonaparlt; ; and this more particularly appears from liis^ following shorU 
note to Sir R. Bickcrtoii, dated Victory, Sepf. 6 . — “ 1 shall stand inshore Avith the star- 
board Division, and 1 tliercflire desire you to keep your present position. 1 shall eoine back 
again in the evening, merely Avishing to take a look Avho arc out ; for 1 think they Avill now 
push to the Westward, and if they should g<Jt out of the Straits, I am of opinion they Avill try 
for the West Indies, and then, Avith 7000 troops, farcAvcll our Islands.” — Again in a letter 
to Sir A. 'Ball, on the same day, “I should imagine, uoav the Russians are getting so 
large a naval force into the Mediterranean, that the 'I'otdon fleet Avould not think of 
going to the Eastward : I should rather IndicAC the West Indies more likely for them to 
succeed in. Suppose this Fleet escapes and gets out of the Straits ; I am of opinion 
I should bend my course to the WestAvard ; for if they carry ^000 men, Avith Avhat they 
luiA'e at Martinique and (jiiadaloupe, St. Lucia, Grenada, St. N'incent, Antigua, and St. 
Kills AA-ould fall ; and in that case PiUgland Avould be so clamorous for Peace, that we 
should humble oursch’cs. What do you think ? tell me : I have weighed Ireland against 
the West Indies, Avith me, the latter throAvs the beam up to the ceiling; but I may be 
Avrong, it is at best but a guess, and the Al’orld attaches wisdom to him that guesses right. 
I am sensible, my dear Ball, of your partiality for me; yet I cannot bring myself to 
suppose, but that one half of the Admirals upon the list Avould perform the duty of the 
Mediterranean command as aa’cII, at least, as myself, and if the other half of. the Admirals 
Avas to hear of my Vanity, they Avould think me a fool— but be that as it may: I aniA’cryfar 
from Avell ; at the same lime if 1 Avcrc to gel belter, nothing could please me so much as 
returning to this command ; Imt I have no interest and another Avill come, and I think \QTy 
jirobably Orde, or Curtis. 1 can solemnly assure you, that I am at present a poorer man than 
the day I Avas ordered to the Mcditcrnuican command, by upAvards of 1000/: but money 
I despise, e.vcept as it is useful, and I expect my Prize money is embarked in the Toulon 
Fleet. God blc.ss you, my dear Ball, and ever be assured that I am your most faithful 
Friend, Nklson amj Bro-vtc.’ — Iii a letter on the same day, September 6', to General 
N’ilcttes, after repealing these ideas respecting the object of the French Fleet, he 
added, “ Whatever may be their destination I shall certainly follow, be it even to tlic 
East Indies : such a Pursuit Avould do more, perhaps, towards restoring me to health, than 
all the doctors together. But 1 fear this is reserved for some happier man. l^ot that I can 
complain, I have had a good race of Glory, but We are never satisfied, although I hope 
I am duly thankful for the past; yelx)ne cannot help, being at Sea, longing for a little 
more. Latouchc has given me the slip, he died of the Cholic, perhaps Buonaparte s, for 
they say he Avas a rank Republican. Dumanoir is the Rear Admiral at present in Toulon. 

( lod bless you, my dear General, and believe me ever your much obliged Friend.” 
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, ills following Idler, which was addressed through Rfr. Afarsden lo llie Board, will 
shew, that noUvilhslanding the various other objects which so constantly employed 
^.Nelson’s mind, he was equally intent on devising the most cflocliial modes for preserv- 
ing the health of hisFle,cl. — “ ...1 am sure their Lordships will sec the justness of the case 
as plain as 1 do. Each man was formerly allowed a pint of oatmeal on certain days ; but 
as it was found that generally a man could not get a pint of dry oatmeal down his throat, 
and, I suppose, thinking it no longer necessary to present this saving lo the Purser, half a 
pint of oatmeal was issued instead of a pint, and in lieu of the other half pint, a propor- 
tion of molasses: It has sometinu's occuri'cd in the Channel dect, that no molastses was to 
be procured, nor was there any allowance made for such temporary omissions. In the. 
West Indies Cocoa and Sugar are allowed, in the Channel, I hear, 'I'ca and Sugar. In the 
Mediterranean we have no Molasses nor any substitute ; nor is our want of Molasses 
temporary but lasting. I beg, therefore, with all du<* respect to call their Lordshifis’ 
attention to this Circumstance ; and to propose, that when Molasses cannot be obtained, 
a proportion of Sugar should be allowed lo be mixed with the Oatmeal, in lieu of 
Molasses: and that if Sugar cannot be obtained, the men having no substitute, in lieu, should 
be paid the saving as in all other species of provisions. It is not necessary to enter 
more at large upon this subject, their Lordships’ wisdom will direct their prf)cecdings.” 

(1804.) To Sir A. Ball, Oct. 4. * Caj)lain I.>eake, who 1 believe has letters for you, if 
not 1 know he is instructed to correspond and communicate with you, is as you will see, a 
person perfectly in the confidence of Government ; and he is very highly spoken of. From 
the little 1 have seen of him in one day, I think he merits their ctmfidcncc by his good 
sense. lie has begged me to present him lo you. I sincerely liope, my dear Ball, that 
the Russians will not act, so as to have the Austrians united with the i'reuch and Turks 
against them and us ; but Russia must be careful how she conducts herself in the Ionian 
Republic and the Morea. I have great fears ; 1 think 1 st‘e much too close a connection 
between France and Austria, and we know tlic 'Purks would jump to join such an alliance. 
The times are big with great events. I wish my health was better. 1 have mentioned to 
laird Melville what you have thought about Sir Richard Bickerton, in case I should 
be able to return ; but I do not expect such a compliance, time will shew. Toulon was 
safe on Sunday last, as Boyle will tell you. No Admiral has hoisted his flag in the room 
of Latouche— he is gone, and all his lies with him. The French Papers say he died in 
consequence df walking so often up to the signal post, upon Scpel, to watch us : 1 always 
pronounced that would be his death.” 

The following letter lo Earl Spencer more fully shews wdiat the Admiral thought of that 
Statesman, and Is equally honourable to both their characters. Vktonj, Oct .10. ‘1 do assure 
you, my dear Lord, that not one of all your naval friends, and you ought to have many. 
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lovi’^, lioiiouis, aiul rcsjMTls you more lhan myself, or is more grateful for all your kiucl>< 
m .ss. (Jirciimsluiu'cis may have separated us ; but my sincere respect and*altachiiicnl can 
never be shaken by either political or other considerations, and it will .always give me« 
|)Ieasnrc, in shewing my regard for the Father by attentions to the Son. 'I’he sight of your 
lefter called forth feelings of which I have reason to be proud, but which cannot be readily 
expressed : therefore I shall only say for myself. That Nelson never has nor can change.’ 

In one of four letters which he addressed on the same day to Lord Melville, the 
Admiial expressed himself as being salislied with the arrangements that had been made by 
the board of Admiralty, as to line of Daltle ships, yet lamented the manner in which the 
Service continued to be ernmped for want of frigates. A deficiency of them in the 
Mediterranean allowed the enemy’s privateers to increase, and considerable dejwcdations 
to be made on our valuable trade in that seu: “ Jiut,” added he, “ I am sure, my Lord, 
from your wise beginning, that a full crop of credit, and 1 believe of glory, will accrue to 
the 13oard of Admiralty.’ 

(1801.) In writing during October to his Jixccllcncy Mr. Elliot at Naples, Lord 
Nelson reverted to the Politics of that Court : “ Your Excellency’s summary account of 
the situation of Naples since the negotiations with Russia, and of your very interesting 
communication with the King in person, is perfectly clear; and if I had not known Naples, 
and the men nho move the wheels of (Jovernment so well as I do, it W'oiild perfectly have 
explained the situation of aflairs in that kingdom to me. 1 was in hopes Circello would, 
before this time, have been in the place of the Chevalier Micheroux: neither our Govern- 
ment, nor any English Minist('r, or Oflieer, dare pl;^cc confidence in the latter. 1 hope he 
is loyal and true to his King ; but much more is rc(]uired for a foreign Court to disclose its 
plans of operations and ultimate views ; implicit conjidence must be placedr^’Aud with the Che- 
valier Micheroux, so I'ar from confulence the greatest distrust must j)rcvail. This I assert 
is jny opinion, of which your Excellency will make a proper use. The new Ministry 
seem to have honoured me with unbounded confidence ; and 1 understand that your letters 
relative to all the affairs of Naples, both us to its safety and to pecuniary assistance, are of 
the same temw as mine. 'J'hcir regret at General Acton’s leaving the liclni at such an im- 
portant moment, is most strongly expressed : none of us can have equal confidence in any 
other man. Circello, I believe, is sincerely attached to Acton and the King. I'he great 
and good Queen sometimes, 1 fear, allows herself to l)c guided by people, not possessed of 
one half of her e-\cellcnt head and heart: but the times are such that kingcloms must not 
be playe<l with, for it is not difficult to sec that if Austria joins with France, so will the 
Turks, and then Russia will have her hands full ; and so far from Russia assisting Naples, 
‘.t may involve hcrin total ruin, tvithout the greatest care and circumspection....WhatIcan 
do shall be done, and perhaps my Ijcing in England and conversing with Ministers, if J 
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am in llieir confidence, may be of more real use to the kingdom ol‘ Naples lhan ray being 
here during the jvinlcr completely done up, and in ihe spring be obliged lo retire for ever. 
J sincerely liojic that your Excellency’s news fi-oin Berlin is correct, but. I have my doubts: 
it would be loo much hapjiiness for Europe which seems bent on destroying itself.” 

(1804.) One favourite idea <»f Lord Nelson to avert the im|)ending storm, was the 
security of Sari>ini.\ ; and in writing to Lord IJamnvby, October 11th, Ik' dwelt on that 
subject. ‘ My Lord : You must excuse that want of regularity and method in arranging 
the various subjects, so easy to Statesmen, but with which a man who has been all his life 
at sea cannot be supposed to be so well actpiainled. J received Ca|)tain r,eak«i with that 
openness, which was necessary to make myself as well accpiaiuled with him in llm-c tlavs, 
as others might do in as many years. I have given him ail tlu: knowledge of the men, 
their views, &:c. ^rc. as far as I have been able to form a judgment. We know every thing 
respecting Sardinia which is necessary — that it has no money, no troops, no means of 
defence. . . I will only mention the stale of one town, Alghicra, Ibrlilied with seventy large 
cannon, and containing 10 or l'i,000 inhabitants. It has forty soldiers and a (loviTnor, not 
one of whom has been paid any wages for more than three years. Tlu'y levy a small lax 
upon what comes in or goes out of the town. (Jims honeycombed for want of paint, and 
only two carriages fit lo stand firing] and the Governor shews this, and says, how long van. 
we go on in this manner? This place was intended to, and would in our hands, possess the. 
whole of the Coi*al Fishery ; but for want of active commerce grass grows in ihi! streets. 
I could repeat the same miserable stale of the City of Sassari, where there is a regular 
University established, now in misery. 'I’he French mean to make that the seal of (Jovern- 
ment ; it is in a beautiful and fertile plain twelve miles from tlic sea, to which a river 
flows.” 

Notwithstanding the weak slate of his health from having been so long at sea, Lord 

Nelson would never leave his ship: On the 17th of October he carried his Fleet to the 

« 

Madelcna Islands for wood, water, and other necessaries ; and although the Jtoyal Family 
of Sardinia were at all times ready to shew every attention to their gallant preserver, he re- 
fused all indulgence, and persisted in his detennination of remaining on Iviard. Before he 
left Madeleua, feeling, as he did at that time, that he might not be allowed to return from 
England where he expected shortly to go, he presented a piece of Church Plate to the 
Superior as a small token of esteem for the inhabitants, and as a remembrance oi* the hospi- 
table treatment which the Fleet under his liordship’s Command hud ever received from tin m. 
lie also requested H. R. Hfthe Duke dc Genevoise to advance the Governor of .Madelcna, 
Millierk to the rank of Major, for his correct and strict attention to the edicts of his Royal 
Hi^ness respecting Neutrality. On the 26lh of October the Fleet got under weigh at 
Madelena, copsisting of the Victory, Canopus, Superb, Spencer, Tigrc, Royal Sovereign, 

. VOL. n. s G 
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Leviathan, Excellent, Belleisle, and Conqueror: and, as he added in his Diary, withmt a 
man mk in the Fleet. On the 30lh of October he looked into Toulon, whei?j Vice Admiral 
Villeneuvc had hoisted his flag, and sent the following account of the Enemy to Lord 
Melville. “ The weather was very thick when I looked into Toulon ; bul l believe a Vice 
Atljniral has hoisted his flag, his name I have not yet heard. 'I’hcy now amuse themselves 
with night signals, and by the quantity of rockets and blue lights they shew with every 
signal, they plainly mark their position. These Gentlemen must soon be so [)erfect in 
theory, that they will come to sea to put their knowledge into practice. Could 1 see that 
day it w'owld make me Imppy.” 

(1804.) During this month, October, Lord Nelson had been puzzled, and before his 
own despatches arrived rather irritated, respecting the measures that had Ijeen taken to 
counteract the designs of the Spaniards in favour of the French; and this he expressed in 
letters to Sir Alexander Ball, to Captain Gore, and Mr. Marsden. On the 22d of Sept, 
the John Bull culler had sailed from Plymouth with secret despatches for Lord Nelson, 
and for Admiral Cornwallis, respecting the Spaniards, whose conduct had begun to be 
rather suspicious. Admiral Cornwallis was instructed to detach two frigates, to proceed 
with all despatch oft* Cadiz and the entrance of the Straits, and to unite their endeavours, 
with any of his Majesty’s ships they might find there, to intercept and detain some Spanish 
frigates expected w'ilh treasure from South America. With a liberality inherent in his cha- 
racter, and w'hich corresponded with the integrity" of his Government, Nelson anxiously 
wished, if possible, to avoid a War with Spain: I still fervently hope^ said he, in writing to 
Mr. Consul Gibcrt, that no War between the ittv Countries may take place, and that Spain 
will not any longer be the tool of Buonaparte: and before he had received his despatches, he 
had written as follows to Captain Gore, “ Unless you receive orders from the Admiralty, 
it is my most positive directions, that neither you, nor any ship under your command, do 
molest or interrupt in any manner the lawful Commerce of Spain, with whom we are at 

f 

" The despatches for Lord Nelson were date«i Sept. 19, and received Dec. 25. He was therein directed, to take 
only such measures of Precaution as might be necessary for opposing or counteracting any hostile attempts of the 
Spiiiiirds against the British dominions or their trade. He was, however, not to soiFer any act of hostility or aggres- 
sion (with the exception of detaining Spanish ships with treasure on board) to be committed by his Fleet until h,e 
received further orders, or had obuined positive information from unquestionable authority, of Hostilities having 
been committed by the Spaniards against his Majesty’s interest. Additional directions, dated Sept. 25, were also 
sent fur the Captains and Commanders of the Mediterranean Fleet, to keep a vigilant look out, and to detain Spa- 
nish ships ov vessels laden with military stores. And on the 25th of November, lest any misapprehension might 
still have been entertained, further instruetions were sent out. Not to detain in the first instance any ship belmiging 
to his Catholic Majesty, sailing from a port of Spain, but to require the ComtfAidef to retnm^iUBctly to the port 
whence be came; mid only in the event of hia refusing to comply with such lequisition, was the Admiral to de- 
tain and send her to Gibraltar, or to England. He was also further directed not to detain any Spanish h om eward 
bound ship of war, unless she should have treasure on board, nor merchant shi|)s of that nation however ladei^ on 
.my account whatever. ......it,.- 
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, perfect peace and amity.” And lie soon afterwards added, “ Although I most sincerely 
hope that it wiU not he a Spanish War, yet if it be, I shall Ijc glad to hear that you have 
^ made a fortune. I expect uiy successor every hour.” 

With some transports detached to the Black Sea, Lord Nelson had been directed by 
the Admiralty to send an intelligent Ofticer, and Lieutenant Woodman had been fixed^un 
by him for that important service; who, on his return, in addition to his official letter and 
notes, communicated much interesting information relative to the future views of the Rus- 
sians. llie Admiral informctl f^ird Melville that he selet'ted Liexitcnanl Woodman, though 
a perfect stranger, for that service, on account of the character he bore; and. that from 
the limited sphere he had to move in, he h.ad executed it in a most satisfactory manner. 
On the 3d of November, he sent the following account of the proceedings of the Sardinian 
l^arliament to Lord Camden: “ Saudinia, if it Iw possible, becomes every day in greater 
misery. The Stamenti, Avhich is formed of projxn lious of the Nobles, Clergy, and the 
People, have dismissed themselves. They were summoned to meet in June or July; the 
two first classes met, but the numlxjr of tlu; last class did not arrive until the V^iccroy had 
opened the Session; when, instead of conciliating and promising to assist them in the 
formation of such regulations as might benefit the Island, he stated at ont'c the distresses 
of the Government, and asked for one million of dollars. The last Class finding that 
nothing Avas wanted of them but money, never filled up the legal numbers. The Clergy 
and Nobles agreed to the demand; but the meeting not being legal, no money could be 
raised. Yet as the Clergy and Nobles had consented to the supply, 50 or 60,000 dollars 
have been squeezed out of them, not one farthing of which has gone to the real Avanls of 
the Island. The Clergy and Nobles are iioav, I hcair, very much disgusted at being forced 
to pay this money, Avhilst the People pay nothing. This is the present state of Sardinia; 
it cannot last.” — Having soon afterwards received intelligence that the French Avere as.sem- 
bling an army of 10,000 men at Villetri, and being of opinion that it could be with no 
other Intention, than for Buonaparte to possess himself of Gaieta whenever it might suit his 
purposes, liord Nelson sent the Juno frigate. Captain H. Riclmrdson, to secure the safely 
of the King of Sardinia; and having made arrangements Avith Sir Alexander Ball for his 
Majesty's reception at Malta, communicated an account of these precautionary measures 
to the King himself. It was not until the 12th of November that Lord Nelson fii-st heard 
of the arrival of the Spanish frigates, laden Avith money, at Spithead;* and on the 17th, in 

■ » Ob the 6th if October, the Indefatig»ble, Graham Moore; Medusa, J. Gore ; Amphion, Sutton ; and Lively, 
0. E. Hamood, when endeavooriog to detain four Spanish frigates, la Medee, la Clara, la bama, and la Mercedes, 
irith tieaanre, an Action became inevitable notwithstanding, the earnest wish of Captain Moore to execute 
his orders witbont bloodshed. The Mercedes soon blew up with 800,000 dollars on board ; the other three were 
taken, with their rich cargoes, consisting of 32 chests of platina, 1,869,2 IG dollars m silver, I,il9,hj8 gold, 
ledneed into dolton, and 160/)U ingots of gold reduced into dollars. 
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u'l itiii" to the JJon. Captain Capcl, “ the question of Peace or War with Spain is still,” said , 
he, “ inuieeiiled, at least on the 27th of Octol)cr, when my letters arc datccUfrom Madrid." 

(1801.) During the night of the 14th of November, intelligence arrived in the Modi- ^ 

4 

t(:rrain;an, (hat the Spaniards had declared War, which Avas officially announced by them 
ofi ,lhe r2th of the ensuing month. On the 14th of December, the Admiralty sent out 
word, that Mr. Frere had Icil Madrid, and that an embargo had been laid on all British 
ships and vessels in the ports of Spain; but owing to his subse(|ucnt proceedings, the 
Admiral did not receive this until the 14th of March, 1803. By this despatch he Avas 
diivclcd, In case of the detention of any Spanish shi])s or A'cssels, in consequence of these 
inslru(*tiuns, to give the most positive orders to the Officers to Avhoin the charge of such 
ships or vessels might be intrusted, to lake all jmssiblc care that no embezzlement of any 
kind whatever look })laco on board them.” An order AA'hich Avas entirely congenial with his 
upright and disinU'rcsied character; no man deprecated more than Nelson the smallest 
approa<-“h(Js lo a conlrary behaviour: Thantc God! exclaimed he on a similar occasion, J 
shall get no inomy: the fForld, I knoWt thinks that to be our God^ and notp it mil be unde- 
ceived, as far as relates to us. 

That regard for iheir .Sicilian Majesties Avhich Lord Nelson uniformly cherished, Avas 
strongly expressed in tAVo of the last letters Avhich h(‘ addressed to them on the 19lh of 
J^ecember, from the Gulf (»f Palma, a short time before his pursuit of the French Fleet. 
To lhc*King he said, “ 1 have heard of the n'pealed and vexatious decrees of the French 
ill your kingdom, may God avert the political storm from your Majesty. 1 have Avrillen 
to the faithful and good General Acton by this opportunity. The French Fleet was safe 
in'roulon, Dec. 12lh; but by reports they are embarking troops, and some expedition is 
cerlainly near taking place." — ^To the Queen he Avrotc at considerable length: “ Although 
1 have addressed a letter to the King lo assure him of my unalterable attachment, yet I 
cannot resist declaring the same to your Majesty, for my obligations are equal to both, 
and so is my graliludo. Never perhaps was Kurope more critically situated than at this 
moment, and never Avas the probability of universal monarchy more nearly being realised 
than in the person of the Corsican. I cun sec but little difference between the name of 
Emperor, King, or Prefect, if they perfectly obey his desjxilic orders. Your Majesl/s 
illustrious Mother Avould not have so submitted. Prussia is trying to be destroyed last, 
Spain is little belter than a province of France, Russia does nothing on the grand scale. 
Would to God these Great PoAvers reflected, that the boldest measures are the safest. 
They alloAv small Stales lo fall and lo serve the enormous power of France, without ap- 
pearing to reflect that every kingdonl which is annexed to France intikes their existence a$ 
iiidcpriidcnt states more precarious. Your Majesty sees all this, and much more than f “ 
i.an : for your Majesty is the true daughter of the great Maria Theresa. Your good heart ^ 
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will forgive my free manner of writing, it may be llie last I shall ever achlress to you; for 
if I do not very .soon gel (]uiel on shore, my thread of a feeble life will break: but God’s 
will be done. My last breath M'ill be for the felicity of your Majesty, the King, and Royal 
Family." 


Anno 
JEm, 40 . 


(1805.) On the first day of this eventful year, Lord Nelson, in writing to Mr. 
Forcsti at Corfu, informed him that the French Fleet had Ireeii safe in 'rouloa on 
the 27lh of December; but lhaleaf;h report which arrived, continued to declare they were 
embarking troops, some said for Naples and Sicily, others lor the Morca or i'^ypt, and 
every person, in short, thought they were destined for his jiarticular Country. On the 'id 
of January, the Active, Captain R. H. IMoubray, and the Seahorse, lion. C. Boyle, w('re 
sent off Toulon to watch the enemy’s operations. Our Fleet was on the yth olV Asinaria 
standing on for Madelena, where it anchored on the 11th. On the 1.5th, Captain Keales, 
who had Ijcen sent with the Superb to Algiers on the 28lh of December, joined ; having, as 
the Admiral noted in his Diary, arranged our differences respccling the Dcif xcith great judg- 
ment . — The first attempt of the French Fleet during this year, to escape from ’I'oiilon, was 
also thus noticed in his Diary. “ Jan. ly. Hard gales N. AV. At three F. M. the ^Vetive 
and Seahorse arrived at Madelena, with information that the French Fleet ptit to sea from 
Toulon yesterday. These frigates were close to them at ten o’clock last night, aiul saw one 
of them until two o’clock this morning. Unmoored and 'weighed. At twenty eight minutes 
past four, made the general signal for each ship to carry a light and rept'at signals during 
the night, made by the Admiral. Hun through (he passage between Biehc and Sardinia 
at six o’clock. At thirty five minutes past si.x, burnt a blue light, and at forty five minutes 
past, another." — It is the opinion of II. R. H. the Duke of Clarence,'’ that the promptness 
thus shewn by his noble Friend was the greatest instance of his ilctermincd spirit as a Sea 
Officer, and H. R. H. noticed it as such in the House of Lords. The Passage was so nar- 
row, that only one of the Fleet could pass at a lime, and each was guided rmTcIy by the 
stern lights of the preceding ship. 

His Diary and private Log continue his own modest and concise account. “ At seven 
the whole Fleet was clear of the Passage. Sent Seahorse round the southern end ol Sardinia 
to St. Peters to look out for them, but to prevent the Knemy as much as possible, Irom see- 
ing her, and the moment Capt. Boyle discovered them to return to me. From their position, 
when last seen, and the course they were steering, S. orS. by W. they couhl only be bound 
round the southern end of Sardinia. At nine P. M. bore away along that Island with the 
following ships, Victory, Donnegnl, Superb, Canopus, Spencer, 'J’igrc, Royal .Sovereign, 
.Leviathan, Belleisle, Conqueror, Swiflsure, and Active frigate. During the night it was 

» From miontes of a conveivation nt Bnkhey, with liin Koyal Iliglinc..x. 
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s(|ually uiisetUed weather. At forty eight minutes past eight, burnt a blue light, at half past 
ten, down topgallant yards and struck topgallant masts. At midnight, n^oderate breeaes 
and clear. At two, burnt a blue light, and at four burnt another and made more sail. 
At thirty five minutes past seven. Active made the signal; for a; sail, and immediately 
afterwards that the strange sail was a vessel of war, which proved to be the Seahorse. At 
fifty minutes past seven, made the signal that Spencer and LeviaUiaa were to be a de- 
tached squadron; delivered the Hon. Captain Stopford a letter to tliat ^cct, directing 
him to keep on my weather beam with them» being fast sailing ships, to act as occasion 
might require. At fifty five minutes past eight, made Active’s signal to close nearer the 
Admiral, and at twenty minutes past nine made Swiftsure’s to do the same. At twenty 
five minutes past nine, made the general signal to prepare for Battle. > At twenty five 


minutes past eleven, made the same signal, to form the established order of failing in 
two columns, and the signal to keep in close order. Spencer and liCviathan separated 
from this order, to be the readier to piisli at any detached ships of the Enemy. All night 
very hard gales from S. $. W. to S. W. which continued throughout the .next, dey; during 
great part of the time we were under stonu staysails. On the following d^y, Suesdt^, 
Jail. 33, we had in the morning very heavy squalls *.fi^m the Westward, Seahorse in sight 
coming down. At half past nine, she made the signel that she had been chased by the 
Enemy’s frigates: and at ten, that she had intelligence to co^ip|i;j4pieeit^ eleven, 
Captain Boyle informed me, that yesterday afternoon, at three; d»i||pjjlck, he had seen a 
French frigate standing in for Pulla, but it was so thick he could not<discem therFftoch 
Fleet, and it blew a heavy gale of wind at $. S. W. I sinoevely prey for a fovoumUe wind; 
for we cannot be more than twenty leagues from them, Kwd if Cagliailibe dieir objeotj qnd 
the Sardes will but defend their Capital, we shall be, in timif .fo sas^ lhcim : . Bsey God it 
may be so.”— -The Active, Captain Moubray, gnd.8e|lipfSc,,{Hod»'Q;£ayle^^.w^ 
detached by the Admiral to reconnoitre the Bay q£ Cngh^ . and. fo .ascertain whether .fo.e 
Enemy’s squadron was tlicre; but coufdobtmn no iptelJigenee. THjS Active was then sent 
with u letter to tbeViceroy and Consul at Caji^uuriii whilst the Admiraj], hi vidp enddavpoiing 
to get round the island of Serpentera, remained during the j84ih ap^usly jkmkiiig oiit;.for 
the Active to bring infonpjttion. ; but, on rejoining the Fleet,, jihf llKatilis , 


had gained no intelligence. On tbe j?3th. of Jnnuaryv;^hc;Ho^:(J.;^<)q(^ 
the Victory, and received an order to proceed, to 
Mr. Elliot and Captain Sotheron,. and to retom 

boli. The Active op the 36th FA8.dimctod.to cSFuMrihpea.;^j^s .£asi,/jh^^ 
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^ from the istaiid of Serpentera, for the purpose of speaking any of our ships tbai M crc 
io search of th^ Squadrooi at the expiration of which time she was to follow the Fleet 
according to her orders. The Phmbe, lion. T. B. Capel, on the 26th, joined the Fleet, and 
informed the Admiral, that on the 19 th he bad kept company with an Enemy’s ship of 80 
guns until be got into Ajaccio, which had lost all her topmasts, and her main topsail yard 
was through the top. Captain Hallowell in the Tigrc was also on the 27th detached to Sir 
J. Acton at Palermo, and with letters to be forwarded by express to Sir A. Ball at Malta, 
requesting every possible means might instantly be employed to obtain intelligence of the 
Enemy. On the 28th Captain Hallowell returned from Palermo; no intelligcucc of the 
Enemy’s destination had reached Sir J. Acton, but he sent word, that accounts had 
arrived from Paris of 7000 troops having been ordered to embark at Toulon, and from 
Nice, of 10,000, and as supposed for Sicily; he was however convinced that 10,000 would 
not succeed against Sicily, as their force consisted of 9000 regular troops, and 18,700 
militia. 

The sanguine and disappointed mind of Nelson was again on the rack, and his nights 
became sleepless: Stnunboli,’* as he remarks in bis Diary, burnt very strongly throughout 
tkt night of the HBth: passed round it at three in the morning. As we ran outside (he Lipari 
Islands, we had been obliged to steer £. by N. and for two hours £. N. E. by compass; 
when by the Spanish chart, E. and E. by S. were laid down as the proper course.”— In Lord 
Nelson’s opinion, Egypt was decidedly the great object of the French, and he therefore 
determined to pursue their Fleet thither. On the 30lh, the Bittern, Captain Corbet, was 
sent fox mfonpation of the Enmny to the island yf Panlcllaria, and Tunis, and to rejoin at 
places. The next day the Hon.'J'. B. Capel was detached to Coron in the Morea ; 
tdid, in ease of not succ^ding, t» cruise off Gozo for a week, fur the purpose of speaking 
vessels; nod the. Hydra, Captain Maitland, was directed to proceed round the southern end 
of Saxdinin, of . through tike Sjtnuts of. Boni&ccio as wind might permit, off Toulon, for the 
puipqAt'hf ascertaining whether die Enemy’s squadron had put back. On the 31st, the 

iridk a timilai’.pidcr, by the eastern side of Corsica round Cape 
Corset' nn4>Captain EeyiiWbi^, in the MorgianU) was directed to proceed to Porto Ferrajo 
in £lbnj'hiaA;to Eiv BoiUDM^iti endeavouring to speak vessels from Marseilles, and 

to the F^d^yll crippled ship^Tlic land of Egypt was made by 

tiiie.Gnoopfm^.llbe INlhnify; ;(ind as the Anson, with the Admiral’s despatches to 

hlir. $1, Alexandrine had been driven to leeward, Captain Hallowell was 

The Tnfke al Atexandrin were much alarmed at the appearance of 

but,, as the Admiral observes, ‘‘ they w'erc 
ftom an attack, by surprise, of five 
A '*i^tes,iit:Uieharbou| loaded their guns, anti made some 
li.Edb Captain Hallowell returned, and informed the 
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Ailiiiiral dial the Enemy’s Fled had not been seen or heard of ul Alexandria. Lord Nelson 
then hoi'c u}) and steered for INIalla. The ill success of his exertions, so, similar to what 
had happened in 1798# produced the satne efteet* on his harassed mind, and was equally 
cavilled at by his impatient countrymen at home. His letter to Lord Melville, written on 
die Hill of February when within 100 leagues of Malta, shews with what reflection and 
judgment h^gypt had liecn dclcrniined on by him, as the object of the Enemy; and how 
cautious all men should Ixi, whether in power or not, of attaching blame to the unsuccess- 
ful exertions of great naval or military Officers. ** Feeling, as 1 do, that I am entirely 
responsible to my King and Country for the whole of my conduct, I find no difficulty at 
this moment, when I am so unhappy at not finding the French Fleet, nor having obtained 
the smallest information where they are, to lay before you the whole of the reasons which 
induced me to pursue the line of conduct I have done. I have consulted no man, there- 
fore the whole blame of ignorance in forming iny Judgment must rest with me. 1 would 
.allow no man to take from me an alum of my Glory, had 1 fallen in with the French Fleet, 
nor do 1 desire any man to partake of any of the Responsibility, all is mine, right or wrong: 
Therefore 1 shall now slate my reasons, after seeing that Sardinia, Naples, and Sicily were 
safi', for believing that Egypt was the destination of the French Fleet ; and at this mo- 
ment of sorrow, I still feel that I have acted right. I. The wind had blown from N, E. 
to S. E. for fourteen days before they .sailed ; therefore they might without difficulty have 
gone to the westward. II. They came out with gentle breeaes at N. W. and N. N. '\Y. 
Had they been bound to Naph's, the most natural thing for them to have done would 
have been to run along their own shore to .the eastward, where they would have had ports 
every twenty leagues of coast to lake shelter in. III. They bore away in the evening of 
the 18lh, with a strong gale at N. W. or N. N. W. steering S. or S. by W. It blew so hard 
that the Seahorse went more than thirteen knots an hour, to get out of their way. Desirable 
as Sardinia" is for them, they could get it without risking their Fleet, although certainly 
not so quickly as by attacking Cagliari . . . however I left nothing to chance in that i^especl, 
and therefore went off Cagliari . . . Having ailerwards gone to Sicily, both to Palermo and 
Messina, and thereby given encouragement for a defence, and knowing all was safe at 
Naples, I hud only the Morca and Egypt to look to: for altliough 1 knew one of the French 
ships was crippled, yet I considered the Character of Buonaparte; and that the orders given 
by him, on the lianks of the Seine, would not take into consideration winds or weather; nor 
indeed could the accident of even three or four ships alter in my opinion a destination of 
importance: therefore such an accident did not weigh in iny mind, and 1 went 6rst to the 
Morea, and then to Egypt. The result of my inquiries at Coron,4ind Alexandria, coufiriii 

“ Sec page 06 , 

\\\ a IfUor to Mr. Consul Mngnon^ I/ord Nelson gave ii as his opinion^ that if the weather Imd been finer be 
hhc»uUl lijivf fallen in with the French Fleet off the Island of Toro. 
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, me in my former opinion; and therefore, my Lord, if my Obsiiniicy, or ignorance is so 
giross, I should Jbe the first to recommend your superseding me: But, on the contrary, if, as 
I flatter myself, it should be found, that my ideas of the probable dcslinalion of the French 
Fleet were well founded, in the opinion of his' Majcsly^s Ministers, then 1 sliall hope for the 
consolation of having my conduct approved by his Majesty; who will, 1 am sure, weigh 
my whole proceedings in the scale of justice. The Pasha of Coron informed me, that the 
French Ambassador was to leave Constantinople on tlic 17th or 18th of January; which 
tallying with the sailing of the French Fleet, might probably be a plan of BuonaparUj not^ 
to subject himself to the charge of invading the Country of a friendly power, as j.he French 
Government had been charged with, when he went l)cfore to Bgypt.”- -Lord Nelson tlien 
proceeded to describe the state of Egypt, and the change which had taken place since 
the French invasion of it in 1798— That then the Mameloucs and all the inhabitantsVeru 
against their invaders, whereas they were now ready to receive either the English or 
Fiench. In writing on the same subject to Sir Alexander Ball, he thus described that 
innate support which a great mind possesses: When 1 call to remembrance all the cir- 
cumstances which I know at this moment, 1 approve, if nobody else does, of my own 
conduct. We know, my dear Ball, that the success of a man’s mciisures is the criterion by 
which the world judges of the wisdom or folly ofthem. 1 have done my best. J feel I 
have acted right; and should Ministers think otherwise, they must get somebody of more 
wisdom.*’ 

(1805.) Lord Nelson soon afterwards received intciligence from Mr Elliot at Naples, 
that the French Fleet, after having been dispersed in a gale of wind, bad been cnmjiellcd 
to return into Toulon harbour; and that a considerable number of Saddles and Muskets 
had been originally embarked. ** Those gentlemen,” said the Admiral in writing to Lord 
Melville, “ are not accustomed to a Gulf of Lyons Gale, which we ha\c builetted for 


tirebty one months, and not carried away a spar. 1 most sincerely hope they will soon 
be in’a state to put to sea again. Every body has an opinion rcs[)ecting the destination 
of the Enemy, tnine is more folly confirmed that it was Egypt : to what other Country 
could th^^ffont to carry Saddles and Arius.^ 1 yet hope to meet them l)cforc 1 go hence. 
I would dfh‘ ten thousand deaths, rather than give up my Command when the Enemy is 
eipectM every dhy to be at 8ea."-^In this pursuit of the French Fleet, as in the former 
one, h^ had folt the same distress for Frigates, which he so emphatically styled The Eyes 
Ebe/f ti&d ih writing to Lord Melville respecting the extent of the Mediterranean 
' Go^diahd to C^i^t wbich.would have been continued bad Mr. Addington’s government 



rema^ed,';^M,;i>reil8(^ thus prefaced .his letter: ‘*'lt is only with great deference to the 
■ superior X^ardsBipi .tjhat I venture once more to touch upon the sub- 

..y y Sloops op the Mediterranean station; for 1 am fully 

' ' ’ " ^'5 1 • 
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aware of the want you have of them at home, and for other commands — the more Stations - , 
arc multiplied, the greater must be the demand fur small ships. 1 have, in a former letter, 
slated my opinion freely upon the Stations of Gibraltar and of Cadia being given to the 
same OlHccr; for without that is done, our Convoys can never be considered safe. It may 
Ijc ^thought by some, but 1 am confident your Lordship's liberal mind will not think so, 
that a desire of more extensive command for the hope of prize money actuates me. Such 
people know me not; let me be pluct'd alongside of die French Admiral. Had the Station 
^ been continued to me, I should have appointed that excellent Officer, Sir R. Strachan, to 
the command at Gibraltar and off Cadiz; ivith, if to be had, one other ship of the line, four 
frigates, and as many sloops, and to have covered our Convoys both from Carthagena and 
Cadiz: and something of that kind your Lordship will find it still necessary to adopt, to 
insuffe our Convoys. There is also another, although perhaps a minor consideration, why 
the Officer at Gibraltar should be under the orders of the Admiral commanding the Medi- 
terranean Fleet — which is, that any Admiral independent of that station, takes all the stores 
which he chuscs, or fancies he wants for the service of his Fleet ; thereby placing the 
Fleet in the Gulf of Lyons in groat distress for many articles. I agtiin beg your Lordship’s 
indulgence for the freedom of my remarks.” — Prize Money, as he justly observed in lliis 
letter, never inllucnccd his public conduct : When sending to Sir A. Ball a list of the Sloops 
and Brigs that had been detached to the eastward, he said, If I had themy I do assure you 
not one of them should go prize hunting-— that I never have done. And when writing to Lord 
Moira: “ A blow struck in Europe,” said Nelson, “ would do more towards making us 
respected, and of course facilitate a Peace, than the possession of Mexico or Peru ; in 
both of which, I am sure, we are perfectly ignorant of the disposition of the inhabitants; and 
above all, I hope we shall have no Buccaneering Expeditions. Such Services fritter away 
our Troops and Ships, when they arc so much w’anted for more important occasions, and 
are of no use beyond enriching a few individuals. 1 know not, my dear Lord, if these sen- 
timents coincide with yours: but as Glory, and not Money, has through life been your 
pursuit, I should rather think you will agree with me, That in Europe and not abroady is the 
place for us to strike a BloWy which would make the Corsican look aghast even upon his- 
usurped Throne. — You may rely upon every attention in my power to Captain Anslem t 
ho[)e to sec him alongside a French 80 gun ship, and he cannot be better placed than in « 
llie Canopus, which was once a French Admiral’s ship, and struck to me. C^>tain Austen 
I knew a little of before, he is an excellent young man. 1 hope soon, my dear Lord, to 
congratulate you upon the birth of a Son, who will emulate his Father’s Manliness. In 
these days I see many people, but very few Men." ' * 

(1 805.) On the 27ih of February in the evening he* was at length, after this unsuccess- 
ful pursuit of the Enemy, compelled by violent gales of wind to anchor his Fleet in the' 
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.bay of Pulla; Sardinia ; and his disquietude at that time may be judged of, from the fol- 
lowing note to Sir R. Bickerton : IVhat a dreadful thing not either to get hold of the French 
Fleet, nor even to hear of them since their return, except from Naples :—what IFeathcrl did you 
ever see such in almost any country ? It has forced me to anchor here, in order to prevent being 
drove to leeward, but I shall go to sea the moment it moderates. As he obscrvc’d to Cupluin 
Ball, he was not at that moment to be envied in his Command, and had passed a long 
and very anxious Winter. It was a most severe morlification to liiin that the French Fleet 
had been crippled —BMO/w/Mirre himself, said he, cajinot feel wore disappointed than I. 
Had the Weather been fine, we should have met off the Island of Toro. Alter bettling about 
the Fleet was again cqpapeilcd from another heavy gale at N.W. to anchor on tlie eighth 
of March in the Gulf of Palma. During the next night, ho passed with the Vic- 
tory, in heavy rain and blowing strong, through a passage where only one sliip of the line 
followed him. You, my dear Ball, concludes one of his letters, you will suppose my Misery ; 
it is at itsfuU, and must change. From the 21st of January when, if the Enemy had not 
been crippled, he was so fully of opinion he should have fallen in with them, every ship 
in his Fleet had remained prepared for battle, with not a bulk head up night or day. 'Jo 
add to his distress a Convoy had been intercepted, which, as he observes in one of his 
letters, would not have happened if he could hay| ordered the Officer off Cadiz : he hdw- 
ever sent ships to protect the vessels. “ I hear," adds the Admiral, “ I am not to be 
allowed to send a vessel even with my despatches to liisljon — T bear it ])aticnlly : when I 
see Lord Melville, and Nepean, something will be done. Either Sir John Orde should 
command all, or myself." 

It was Lord Nelson’s intention in the next place, (as appears from what he styled most 
secret memoranda, which were addressed to Captain Baynlun of the Leviathan) to make 
liis appearance off Barcelona, in order to induce the Enemy to believe that he was fixed 
on the coast of Sp&in» when he had every reason to believe that they would again put to 
sea, as' thdr troops were still embarked: " From off Barcelona," added he, ** 1 shall j)ro- 
ceed direct to the general rendezvous; and should Leviathan be there before me, and 1 find 
either Termagant, or Bittern, it would be very desirable to have a vessel fixed Um leagues 
West of $t. Pierre^, in case the French Fleet should not steer close to Sardinia; for i 
dunk. Egypt Jb'still their destination. Captain Bayntun will be telegraphed when Ik' is to 
proceed upo^ this service, which will not be done whilst a hope remains of the Ficci’s 
getting to ilji, other rendezvous in any reasonable time." — On the 23d of March, when off 
St., Pierres, he directed Captain Richardson, of the Juno frigate, as from the appearance of 
the weather it seemed likely to come on to blow frqmthe S.E., to proceed as expeditiously 
as possible to. the Gulf of Palma; end if he found that the Fleet could not get up from the 
which weald make it improper to anchor with the Ships in the Gulf, Captain 



400 


tain Ricliardson was then desired to cause the Victuallers and Storeships, with such other, 
ships as iiiighl be there, to weigh and join the Admiral : ** I shall make the best of my 
way,” added liord Nelson, “ off Vachc and Toro to join them, beyond which they are 
not to bo brought, unless by signal or orders from me.” On the Victory’s afterwards 
romiug to anchor in the Gulf of Palma, he despatched the Amazon, Captain Parker, to 
bring the Victuallers from Malta, of which the Fleet began to be in serious want ; and 
on the 26th, Pear Admiral Louis joined from England in the Ambuscade, Captain 
Durban. 

(1805^ Ijord Nelson, at the close of this month of March, had nearly given up all idea 
of the French Fleet again leaving Toulon ; and the time was rapidly approaching, when, 
being of opinion that they would be laid up for the summer months, he had determined to 
irturn to England to recruit his health. I had hopes^ said he in writing at that time to a 
civilian, Dr. St'wcll, to have sent the French Fleet for condemnation, and althosigh my hopes 
diminish, yet it is possible it may arrive before AprU is over ; after which some other Admiral 
must have that great Felicity. He soon afterwards received a report, that the French had 
certainly embarked troops on the Sllst of March; upon which his jaded spirits began to 
revi\'e. On Saturday, March 30, his Squadron weighed from the Day of Palma, and on 
tbd 1st of .April anchored in Pulla B ay^ the Gulf of Cagliari, to water. On the Sd they 
again weighed and made sail from Pul^ towards Toulon, and were joined by thd’ Hydra, 
Captain G. Mundy. The weather on the 4th was variable and unsettled, light breezes, 
hazy, and drizzling rain : When suddenly the Phoebe, Hon. T. B. Capel, was discovered in 
the Oding with the signal flying. That the French Admiral was at >Villeneauve had 
again sailed, on the morning of March 31, from Toulon, with eleven ships of the line, 
seven frigates, and two brigs, with the wind at N.E. and had steered S.S.W. • He was first 
discovered by our frigates at eight o’clock, and was last seen by Captain Capel at sunset 
on the same day, when the wind came fresh from the W.N.W. The Active, Captain 
Moubray, stood upon a wind to the S.W. all night, but lost sight of them. During the two 
next days there was little wind, southerly and easterly. On Wednesday and Thursday, 
were fresh N. W. breezes, and the next day it became nearly calm. Neither from the 
Enemy’s course, nor inaiueuvres, could any correct judgment be formed, whether the 
French Fleet had an easterly or westerly destination ; but when., last observed, on the 
evening of the 31sl, they were steering towards the coast of Africa. Cniisen were ..des- 
patched in all direciioAis, and Lord Nelson immediately addressed the following Order to 
Captain Thomas, of the ^tna bomb. Broceed off Cagliari, fire guns, gnd_ eedl out the 
Seahorse: desire Captain ‘Boyle to join the Fame now stanSng to the wedward, as I do not 

On the 7th Captain fioyle was directed to proceed to Maritiino to know if the Frenbh hfi} peiied within the 
lusit four ur five days, and he was then to join die Admiral off Palermo. .. 
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, think the French will make Toro, I can tell him no mwcy as my movements must be very nn~ 
certain. To Captain Durban of the Ambuscade, he at the same time wrote, ** Proceed to 
Galita, communicate with the Fisheritien, anti try and find out if they have seen the 
French Fleet. I shall lie to all night and drill lor Calita, anti I shall try to ktHip 
within Sardinia and Galita till you join. If I am led away by information, T shall entlea- 
vour to send a letter to Palma, St. Pierre’s, or Cagliari.” — Captain Moubray of the Active 
was also directed to steer S. by £., true and make the coast of Barbary, and after remain- 
ing twenty-four hours on that station, to endeavour to join the Admiral. 

(1805.) To Lord MehillCt ^pril 5. Midway between the Coast of Harhary add Sardinia. 
** My dear Lord : Although 1 feel so far comforbible that the French Fleet is at sea, yet T 
must have a natural and I hope a laudable anxiety of mind, until 1 have the happiness of 
seeing them. However, I have covered the channel from Barbary, to Toro, with Frigates 
and the Fleet. The French could not pass before to day if this be their route. 1 must 
leave as little as possible to chance, and I shall make sure they are to tlic Kaslward of me, 
before I risk cither Sardinia, Sicily, or Naples ; for they may delay their time of coming 
even tliis distance, from an expectation that I shall push for Fgypt, and thus leave them 
at liberty to act against Sardinia, Sicily, or Naples. 1 have taken every thing iiUo my 
most serious consideration ; and although 1 may err in my judgment, yet your Lordship 
may rely, that I will do what I think is best for the Honour of my King and Country, and 
for the protection of bis Majesty’s Allies. 1 will not say more.”— He also, on the same 
day, sent information of what had taken place to Mr. Stratton, our Minister at Constanti- 
nople, and that, when last seen, the ‘Enemy were steering directly for the coast of Africa, 
precisely the route which Ganteaume had taken when he attempted to land troops in 
Egypt. By the same opportunity he wrote to the Grand Vizier in order to put the 
Turks still more on their guard, and to secure their cooperation. He assured the Grand 
Vizier of his inviolable attachment to the Sublime Porte and his Imperial Majesty. 
That in having recently pursued the Common Enemy to the Morea and Egypt, believing 
. that to have been thar destination, he had only obeyed the orders of his Sovereign ; 

and no particular merit," added Nelson, “is I feel due to an Officer for the perform- 
ance of his Duty. I think it is very possible that their destination may be either to the. 
Morea or Egypt. I have placed his Majesty’s Fleet in the narrow part between Sardinia 
and the coast of Africa, therefore it is scarcely possible for them to pass without my seeing 
■theili» or iriceiting accounts from the Frigates ... I have only to hope that God Almighty 

fiStstemcDt'of tlM.two Fleets, u sent bjr Lord Nelson to Mr. Stratton. 

. V ‘Rialh Fleet. * EngtuhFhet. 

■ .Eleven Sail of the Line. Eleven Sail of ihe Line. 

" Seven Frigetes. Four Frigate*. 

TwoBrip. Two Corvettes. 
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will (Iclivor llicni into my hands, and give His blessing to my endeavours to serve the 
J^nl)lic Cause.” — 1’hal dev»)ul rt^liance on his God M’hich is so conspicuous iji the ChaiacLcr 
of (Ills gmii. Admiral, becomes still more striking when we reflect, that he commanded 
ilie of the first ISlariliiiie Power in the World, whose Ships could alone oppose the 
Jiilidel Empire of Eninc(‘. His frc<|ucnt perusal of the Scriptures, led him continually to 
adopt the very words and language of the Sacretl Historian: In concluding a letter which 
he addressed on the same day to the. new Capitan Pasha . . . / /jope, said Nklson, that 
thr (jixt of Battles will crown my emteavours with success, against the Enemies of the Sublime 
Vortc and of my gracious Sotfcreign. 

1 iord Nelson Availed in the situation he had thus judiciously taken, until he was satisfied 
that the object of the Enemy was not to pass between Sardinia, and the Coast of liarbary, 
as Ganleaunie had done; and the British Fleet then bore up on the 7th of April for Paler- 
mo, in order to cover Sicily, an<l the more eastern parts of the Mediterranean, in case 
the I'lM’my should have passed to the norlliAvard of Corsica, ('aptain CaiMil had been 
directed to proceed to the rende;«vou3, and to communicate with the ThundcT Bomb, 
Captain G. Cocks, inflmning whoever Avas on the rcndczA'ous of the station the Hect had 
taken ; and Cajdain Capel Avas ordered logo even and look into 'J'oulon, if no information 
of the I'hicmy could otherwise be prwured. Captain Mundy, in the Hydra, Avas at the 
same time scut oH' the Coast of Sardinia and to the Madclcna Islands, and avus instructed 
to call in his Avay at Cagliari. On the day the Fleet bore up. Captain Boyle avjis delaclied 
l(> Marclimo, to iiupiirc of the commanding Officer, if he had seen the French Meet pass 
that Islaml Avilhin the last four or five days. Captain Ilallowell Avas at the same time sent 
in the I'igrc to Sir John Acton at Palcnno, and Captain Parker, in the Amazon, to his 
F.xcellency Mr. Elliot at Naples; 

(18l)j.) Not having obtained any information either from the Frigates, or from 
Palermo or IMessinn, it appearcil to him no longer tloublful, that the Enemy Avcrc gone 
doAvn the Mediterranean. Upon Avhicli he changed his Course, and from the 1 1th of 
April used every {^)ssiblc ('xcrlion to get to the westward ; sending Frigates to Gibraltar, 
and Fiisbon, for the purpose of pi^uring provisions and obtaining intelligence, one of 
Avhich Avas also detached to Admiral Cornwallis off 'Brest. It was the l6th of April 
before any tidings could be obtained of the Enemy ; when it appeared from a Neuti^ 
s)>oken by the Leviathan, that the French had been seen on the 7ih off Cape de Gatte, and 
it Avas soon aflerwards ascertained that they had passed the Straits of Gibrtdtar Qii the 8lh.. 

' Giptain Moubray of the itetive, having^cxecutc'd liis former Orders, joined the Fleet ; nnd wm next sent to 
Gibraltar, and thence without one moment's toss of time to the Englub 'Chnnnel. On not meeting with any 
Ciuiscr belonging to the Western Squadron, or the Irish Station, he war to proceed to the respective -Admtiralk on- 
both Stations, and deliver Lord Nelson’s despatches. 



403 


^ Tf this Man spealcs triie^stiu] Nelson, iJiej/ niaif he halftcinj fo IrdamUor Janmiai, bj/ Ihix iimr. 
Oh Ihat / rowW, hnf find them ! T am x'vry unJaippy. - -On lh(* l()lh he inroniie<l JMr. Elliol, 
that the Fleet was then heating hard to gel ruiind the isoulhern (‘lul of Sardinia, vilh a 
westerly wind blowing strong. Lord Nelson had resolved, as soon as possihh?, l«> aseertain 
that the French Fleet had eerlainly not rt'turned to 'I’oulon, and then to proceecl lo^he. 
westward ; but receiving on tin' same ilay the intelligence that they had passed the Straits 
on the 8lh, he thus exj)ressed his disappointment in a letter to the Admiralty : “ I'nder the 
severe attiictioii which I feel at the escape of the Fiv-neh Fleet out of the Alediterraiu^an, 
1 ho])c that tludr liOrdships will not impute it to any want of due attenlioii our my part ; 
but, on the contrary, that by my '^Vigilance the Enemy found it was impossible to under- 
take any Fjxpeditiou' in the IMediterraneaii. The Frigates whic h I had appointed to watch 
them, unfortunately lost sight of their ships during the night of March 31, and fi*om April 
4lh when they jcjined, we have* had nothing but strong and somelitnes hard gales of 
Westerly and N.W. winds; and it appears that the French Flec't must have had strong 
gales Easterly. On Tuesday the plh [ made sail frenn the western end of Sicily J'or the 
Westward, but to this momemt f have only advanecul sixty five* leagues. ( shall leaxcj 
Captain “Capol with five Frigates and the small Craft, to protect our commerce, and to 
prevent the Fitmch sending Troops by sea.’* 

(1805.) During the summer season in the Aredilcrram*an, very little •lependanee. ran be> 
placed on the Winds, but April was too early to reckon on such nnst(;adiness; they proved 
however favourable in the extreme to the Flneiny : For whilst the Eriti.di Fleet, as the 
Admind remarked, had strong southerly and w’csterly Winds, ih<; Freiu'h had them etpially 
fresh from the N.E. Thus, had he obtained earlier intelligence, of their destination, it would 
have been impossible to overtake them in ihe iMediterranean ; ami as fiir as he could Ibrm 
any judgment of their destination, he lx?lievcd it to have been easterly, liy the wise 
measuTes he immediately adopted with his five Frigates, he efli?ctually guarded Sardinia, 
Naples, Sicily, Egypt, and the Morea; and with such objects sind claims *on his protection, 
it was impossiMe for, him to have gone to the westward, until he had ascertained their 
real object. , Notwithstanding every exertion, he did not get in sight «)f (iibruliar befon' (he 
SOthof April, about which lime he first heard ofVillcncuvc having been reinforced by some 
slups, under Gravina, from Cadix; and as there was no imssibility of passing the Straits 


. f "This,” said his Lordship in writing on llie same day to Sir John Acton, " is the only gleam of Comfojt 
dlittcoa^ across ntc.” 

s Sir Richard Bickertoh, who had shifted his flag from the Royal Sovereign to a smaller shi|), was. left wiili the 
command in the MediteneaheKn.. The five Frigates, &,c. left with the rhtrhe, Csiptain Cape), consixnd of tiu: 

Durban; Juno, H. Richardson ; JV/ger, James llillyur; Tbuinhr Homh, (!. 
Cocks; and JBfM, R. Thmaii. • Captain Capel was particularly instructed to cover .Saidiiiia, Siciij|;.and the ronic 
to fSgypt; from. any. iro^ ffint'inight be sept to land in those places; And Captain Sotlieron ot the ExceUmt, 74, 
lemaiiied M giwi nt Naples, 
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at that time, and his Ships would be equally ready to embrace the least favourable spirt of , 
wind when at anchor on the Barbary Shore, as by remaining under sail, he prohted of the 
opportunity of watering in Mazari Bay, and ordered the Superb to Tetuan to procure 
Cattle, Fruit and Vegetables for the Squadron. In a few hours a very considerable supply of 
(W latter salutary article, was taken off by ten ships. The expedition, activity, and zeal 
which appeared throughout the Squadron in watering and refitting, were perhaps without a 
parallel : A laudable spirit animated and impelled the Officers and Seamen of each ship 
on such occasions, and made it a perpetual display of good humoured emulation to be rc< 
ported thd first ready. Such was Nelson, and such the manner in which the operations 
of his Fleet were performed. 

His own sufferings at that lime continued to be very great, and some idea of them may 
be formed from the following passages in his letters. April 19« “ My good fortune, my 
dear Ball, seems flown away. I cannot get a fair wind, or even a side wind — dead foul ! 
dead foul ! but my mind is fully made up what to do when 1 leave the Straits, supposing 
there is no certain information of the Enemy’s destination. 1 believe this ill luck will go 
near to kill me ; but as these are times for exertion, 1 must not be cast down, whatever I 
may fix^l.—Always, my dear Ball, yours faitlifully.” Not withstanding this anxiety, nothing 
escaped his attention ; as appears from a short note to General Fox at Gibraltar, with 
w'hom he was unacquainted : ** Broken hearted as I am. Sir, at the escape of the Toulon 
Fleet, yet it cannot jircvent my thinking of all the points intrusted to my care — ^amongst 
which Gibraltar stands prominent : I wish you to consider me as particularly desirous to 
give every comfort to the Old Rock.” — ^To Lord Melville on the same day, he emphati- 
cally wrote as follows am not made to despair — what man can do shall be done : I 

have marked out for myself a decided line of conduct, and I shall follow it well up : 
although I have now before me a letter from the Physician of the Fleet, enforcing my 
return to England before the hot months. 'Flicrefore, notwithstanding 1 sliall pursue the 
Enemy to the East or West Indies, if I know that to have been their destination', yet if 
the Mediterranean Fleet joins the Channel, I shall request with that order permission to go 
on shore.” — ^With this idea of being probably Induced to join Lord Gardner in the Channel, 
Nelson addressed the following note to him on the same day: ** If ihe Toulon Fleet, 
with that of Cadiz, is gone your road, the ships under my command may be no unaccept- 
able sight: If you do not want our help, tell us to go back again. 1- feel vexed at their 
slipping out of the Mediterranean, as I had marked them for my own gaibe.v However, I 
hope, my dear Lord, that you will annihilate them instead of your most. j^thful humble 
servant. Nelson AND Bronte." '• 

(1805.) «On the 5th of May a breeze at length sprung up fifom the Eastward;;-^ The 

, I ■ • ^ , 

signal was immediately made to weigh ; the Superb was recalled from Tetuaq, leavi^ the 
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•Caltlc and other rcfrcahnionls wliich liad just been brouglil doH ii on the beach, and all 
the S(iuadron whs seen slanding to the Wcslward; when llu' wind siuhlenly failed, and on 
the 7lh Jiord Njdson anchored in llosia IJay, Gibraltar, lint bolore all the Fleet had 
done the same, then; was every ajipcaranec of a ].evanler coming on: the ships were 
unmoored, the provisioned iraiisporls taken in low, and at six o'clock the whole was ag&in 

under sail, steering through the .Straits “Jf nothing is heard of tiiem from l.isbon, 

(wrote he to Mr. Mai-sden), or from the Frigates J may find otV Cape St. Vincent, 1 shall 
jnobably think the rumours which have been spread are true, that their objc;el w'us the 
West Indies; ami in that case I think it my duty to follow them- or to the Antipodes 
should 1 belii've that t«) be their destination. I shall despatch a sloop of war to Fngland 
from oft' the Cape, when my mind is made up from I'ither information, or the an ant of it." 


(IHO.).) It was entirely inconsistent Avith I.ord Nelsiin's great professional l.'haractm- 
and regard for the Discipline of the .Service, to take so bold a siej) as the jmrsiiit of the 
J'lnemy to the M'csl Indies, until he had every reason to belie\c they could not have sailed 
in any other tlircclion. A considerable tiim: elapsed iM'foo' he had made up his mind to 
take so great a responsibility upon himself: and it is tin* more necessary to make this 
remark, lest other Oflicers led on by the impulse of Zeal unsubducil by tin' reflection he 
employed, and the splendour of this resolute pursuit, may erroneously indulge a contrary 
idea to their own destruction. The Saddles that had been ombarki'tl on board the French 
Fleet, had made him long think of Kgypl as its objeei, and afterwards Iivland ; and, 
■with this idea, it had been originally his intention before he left the MeditcTiimean, as 
appears by his Meltcr to the Admiralty, to have procec'ded I'rom Caja: .St. >'incent, and 
taken a position fifty leagues Avcsl from Scilly: approaching that island slouly, that he 
might not miss any vessels sent in search of the Srpiadron Avith orders ; and he gave this 
as his reason for thinking of dping so —limum froin that imilioa, it xinuld hair krn cffua/hf 
easy to^e.t either to the Fleet of Brest, or to go to Ireland. 'I’he same iilea appears also in 
his letters to Commissioner OtAvay at Gibraltar. .Ipril 26 . “ I rather think as the .Sjamiards 
Avent with them, that they are destined first for Fcrrol, and then either tor Iri'Iand or IJrcsi. 
I can say nothing certain as to my movements, until I gel intelligeiice.’' yVIlerwards wiu'n 
off Tcluan, May 4th, he adds, “1 cannot very properly run to the West Indies Avithont 
something beyond mere surmise, and if I th^fer my departure, Jamaica may be lost : 1 
shall take all matters into my most serious consideration, and shall do that Avhich .seemeth 
best under all circumstances." — Not meeting Avilh any intelligence from .Sir John Ordt 's 
cruisers on arriving at Gibraltar, as had been expected, Lord Nelson then became nior(‘ 


inclined to fisel . he should be justified in following the route which reports had given to the 

A ... -/i- ‘ 

that in £0^ Gardner commaading in ilie ('hiniiicl, uftlic ' 

.Voit< ' ' 5 l 


• date. 
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Etioiiiy: I still am as much in the dark as nr;*, said lie on the 7lh, in writing to Sir Evan' 
Nrjx'an, 7 am now pushing of Cape St. Vincent^ where T hope to be more‘JortunaU\ and I 
shall join the Amazon from Lisbon, from which place f hair accounts to April 27 ^ when thcif 
liiuw nothing of the Enemy. If I hear nothing, / shall proceed to the West Indies. 

• (180j.) It was iioU theR'tbrc, until this givat Officer had thoroughly examined the 
Mciliterrancan to the Eastward, had Aveighed in his mind the iirobabilily of the Enemy’s 
having laki'ii a northern tlircclion on leaving the Straits, and had decided what |)usilion 
in that case to adopt to cover Ireland and Brest; that, on hearing from Jiisbon so late as 
April 27, when nothing had been known of the Fleets, he at Iciiglli allowed his daring and 
enterprising genius to adopt tin* plan of that pursuit to the West Indies, ivliich so ctfeelually 
disconcerted the inlcnlions of tlie. Enemy, and drove them back terrified to Eurojie. On 
passing the Straits, a circumstance occurred, not hitlxTU) noticed, which must have, proved 
of considerable comfoi l to his mind, on having resolved amidst such uncertainty to take 
so decided a measure; as it (‘iiabled him to proceed with greater confidence than In* could 
otherwise have done. At that critical moment, but whether on the return of the iVma^on 
from Lisbon, or on his arrival at J^agos Jhiy, is uncertain, Jiord Nelson reccivctl a visit 
from Admiral Donald Campbell, already mentioned under- the year 1799» as an English 
Otlicer of repute in the Portuguese service; and Avas informed' by him in confidence, that 
the W'ost Indies Avas undoubtedly the destination of the Combined Elects. On receiving 
this intelligence, Lortl Nelson had but little doubt that the reports Avhieh had prevailed 
were founded on fact. -As soon as his subsequent determination was known, Captain 
K<'ats desired, that notAvithstanding the crippled state of the Superb she might be alloAved 
to accompany the Victory, upon Avhich the Admiral sent him the following reply: “ I am 
very much pleased, my dear Keats, at the cheerfulness Avith which you arc determined to 
share the fate of the Elect. Perhaps*noue of us Avould exactly wish for a West India trip; 
but the call of our Country is far superior to any considerations of Self. 1 Avill tajee care 
Superb shall have neighbour’s fare in every thing.” 

Lord Nelson did not leave Cape St. Vincent, until he had provided every thing in his 
poAver for the benefit of his Majesty’s service in those seas, lie waited off that Cape 
until Admiral Knight had joined with a fleet of Transports, having 5000 Troops on board 


' Admiral Campbell suirercd most severely for tliis visit to the Victory, os appears by a subsequent letter to 
Loul Nelson, dated Sept. 27, 180.5. NotAvithstanding the rigid secrecy Avhich Lord Nelson ob|e^ed, a complaint 
Avas soon afterwards made against Donald Campbell by the Spanisli Naval Commander in Chief at Algesiras, which 
instantly brought down the vengeance of the French Ambassador at the Court of Portugal, -and terminated in the 
-Afliniral’s being laid on the shelf. His income was accordingly very considerably reduced, and though the 
Ihitish Government assured him of its support, the death of Campbell soon afterwards involved his widotv and 
latiidy in distress. Sec Appendix, N** 1 1 , where Campbell’s Icucr on this important subject is inserted, from the 
original amongst the Nelson Papers. 

Letter to the Admiralty, dated May 0, 18U5. 
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’ under the command of Sir Janies Craig, taking care that Admiral was scon safely inside 
the Gut; and nbl feeling (juile satisfied with the forc e of iiis flag ship the Queen, and her 
companion the Dragon, Captain E. (iriflith. his Lordship on further .consideration added 
the Royal Sovereign, Adiiiiral Sir R. Riekerton, which in his opinion rc'ndci-cd it impossible 
for all the force at Carlhagena to make any impression ujron them. Not even then being 
quite satisfied in his own mind, of having j)aid asufheient atlenlion to the service' on which 
Admiral Knight was sent, Lord Nelson drew up the following directions for his guidance; 
“ My dear Admiral: 1 have only to recommend in order to make sure of your safe arrival, 
that you do not go near the land between Cadiz and Cape* 'I'rafalgar; but gel, ’as soon as 
you can, into the latitude of Cape Sjiartel before you run for tin' Strails mouth. And 1 
must beg most seriously to call your allention, to carry the Convoy safe into Gibraltar from 
the numerous gun boats and privateers which cover the Straits: I beg ihcR'Ibre to recom- 
mend, that the Convoy is not carried near 'I'ariffa or Cabrila Point, but k('pl in ihe jiiiddle 
of the Gut, until Gibrallar beai's N. N. R. The being drove to the eastward is of no conse- 
tpicncc if it should be calm, any vessel may Avork Avith case round Euroj)a Point. And 
there is only one thing more that I think it my duty to rceonnnend; which is, lh;it the men 
of Avar arc not suffered to anchor until every vessel of the Convoy is anchored ; for yon may 
rely, that a serious attack Avill be made upon any stragglers, or on the last ships of the 
Convoy, if there should be little Avind.” 

When Ave consider the state of fiOrd Nelson’s mind at that moment, his impaired health 
and spirits, the continual fatigue and anxiety which he had endured, in being as he informed 
If. R. II. the Duke of Clarence, 0/ie whole month in "ctfing down the MalUcminean, which 
the French had done in nine days; it is hardly possible to sup])osc that the human mind could 
embrace such a variety of objects, and yet keep steadily fixed on the great ami leading one 
of all, 'Pile pui'suit of so superior Jin Enemy: i am goin^y said he to Sir John Acton, to the 
West Indies, where the Enemy have twenty four sail of the line, my force is very, very 'inferior. 
I only take ten with me, and I only expect to be joined by sir. Admiral Knight not apjn'ar- 


1 Victory, Superb, Donnegal, Spencer, Tigrc, Cnnopu!!, I.eviatlinu, JU-IIei^.lf, Conqueror, Swilbiiro. l'ii<rote<, 
Amazon, Aiuphion, Decade. The French Fleet coiisinted of Lc Bucentaur, 80, Vice Admiral Villcncuvo, Ic Nep- 
tune, 80, rindomptable, 80, Hear Admiral Dumunoir, lc Forraidablr, 80, I’Aigle, 74, i'Atlas, 74, lo Swifuiirr, 7-[, 
lc Berwick, 74, le Mont Blanc, 74, I’lntrepide, 74, lc Pluton,‘74, lc Scipion, 74: .Six 44 guti frigates, and one of 
26 guns; three corvettes, and the Cyanc, English prize, which had been taken in the preceding year. May 12, l)y 
the Hortcuse and Rermione, near Jilartinique.— The Dido, 44, afterwards joined. The six Spaiiisli sliip:. of ilio 
line were the Argonaute, 90, Admiral Gravina, Commander in Chiet^ la Firma, 80, lc 1’erriblo, 80, .Smi .ll.iphui l, 
80, San Jago del America, 64^ Son Jago del Espank, 64, and one frigate, Santa Magdalena, 44. 'i'lii" Cuuibmud 
Fleet had on board from 3000 to 3,200 French troopa, and from 15 to iGoo Spanish ; rxclii-ivc of about (mh) under 
ordeis^ftt Martinique, and about 1000 under orden at Guadaloupe. General Lauriston was Commander in ('liu f 
of the troopa. General Jtey second, and a Spanish General. Two more new French bliips of the line aftcrwauls 
Joined. w ^ ' 
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iiig, lu‘ tlt'lcriiiinril on (lie 10(h of May to proceed lo Lugos Bay, M'hencc on las arrival he' 
wrolc lo Admiral Campbell: “ Here we arc, my dear Campbell, clearing 'Sir John Orde’s 
(raiibjiorts which I liiuiid in Lagos Bay, compleling oiirselvi's lofive inonihs; and tomor- 
row I star! for (he West “Indies. Disappointment has worn me to a skeleton, and I am in 
gobd truth very, very far irom well. Sir Uiehard Biekcrlon remains in the Medilerranean, 
and Admiral Knight, rejiorls say, is to command at Gibraltar. Me is at present off Lislxni 
with the Convoy of troops. 1 wish he would come here; but he has been deceived by false 
information that the Combined S([uadrons were still in Cadiz— I wish they were: but 1 am 
sorry to bidieve they are noiv in the West Indies, or just oflV’ 

(180.5.) His whole attention was now directed to the A\'cst Indies, wdicii the same wis- 
dom aiul cool pii'caution appeared throughout all his conduct. No hurry, no distraction 
of thought, every thing weighed in the balance of the coolest judgment, every thing pro- 
i ided against with a fori'lhoughl that has been seldom if ever ctpialled. His first step was lo 
detach a fast sailing sloop, the. Marlin, Captain R. II. Savage, on the 1 1th, before the I’leet, 
w’ilh a lelU'r lo (he Right Hon. Lord Seaforth at Barbadoes; and on the same day Admiral 
Knight, w ilh the e.xpeeled Convoy of .5000 troops, jiasscd towards' the Straits. 'I’lic Admiral 
ref] nested Lord Sealiirth, in case Admiral Cochrane should not be at Barbadoes, that he 
would open and read the official letter that had been sent to him, and would recommend 
its being forwarded ns cx])cdiliously us possible lo Admiral Cochrane. Lord Nelson 
also earnestly begged an embargt) might be laid on all vessels at Barbadoes, that the 
linemy might not be apprised of his arrival, and thereby again escape from his Fleet. 
Belorf' Ilf! sailed, he addressed a few lines lo his friend Lord Sidmouth, when the visit of 
the Rorlugucse Admiral Donald CurnplMdl was noticed, and a letter ftora him to Lord 
.Sidmouth which had been sent home in the Admiralty packet. My lot, added Nelson, 
seems to huve been hard, and the Enemy's most fortunate ; hut it may turn. Patience and perse- 
verance will do much. 

$ 

lie made Madeira on the J5lh of May; and the ne.vt day a ship, having tlie appear- 
ance of an Enemy’s crui.ser, w'as chased for a short time. Greater exertiem was never 


employed for an c.\peditious passage; and he calculated in gaining by it eight or tell 
days on the r.nemy, who had no less than thirty five days start of him. As the Squadron 
approached Barbadoes, the Amazon, Captain Parker, was despatched on the 29 th of 
May to Admiral Cochrane, in order to prepare whatever nav^ force thcfe 'might be in 
Carlisle Bay, lo Join Lord Nelson on his approach, who repeated his desire to Lord * 
Seaforth that a strict embargo might be laid on* all vessels, as he fully intended not to 
anchor in Carlisle Bay, nor to send a frigate from the Fleet; but to carry the news to 
tiniiiuc himself of’ his arrival in those seas, and as he concluded his letter to Lord Seaforth, 
To (ret at the Enemy without one momei^¥i delay. - 
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On the 3(1 of June, he received intelligence of the Enemy being in the West Indies from 
two British merchant ships, and on the 4th, tlie King’s birth day, Ikj reached Burbadoes 
and sent the folknving lellcr to the Admiralty. “ J arrived off here at noon this day, where 
I found R(;ar Admiral Cochrane'" in the Northumberland, and the Sparliatc is just joining. 
There is not a doubt but that Tobago and Trinidad arc the Enemy’s olyeets; and although 
I am anxious in the extreme to gel at their eighteen sail of the line, yet as Sir W. Myere 
has offered to erabai k himself with 2000 troops, 1 eannol refuse? such a handsome oiler. 1 
am now working to an anchorage, and 1 hope that we shall have sailed before six hours 
are over with the General and troops." 

( 1 805.) 1’he alarm which prevailed for the safely of Tobago and Trinidad was very great. 
Intelligence" had been received that the Enemy’s Fleet, consisting of eighteen sail, had 
been seen on the 28th of May fronj .St. Lucia, standing to the southward. 'I'his was corrobo- 
rated by other accounts, and no doubt of its authenticity existed with any one except Lord 
Nelson; who, on his opinion being overruled, replied, Tf your intelligence proves false, you 
lose m the French Fleet. But this intelligence, supporti'd by an application from General 
Sir W. Myers, Commander in Chief, to convey himself and 2000 troops to the ndief of 
Tobago and Trinidad, could not be resisted. The Admiral conserpiently worked his ships 
up to Carlisle Bay, received the Geucml and troops that everting on board the stjuaclron, 
and on the morning of the 5lh of June at eight A. M. sailed from Barbadoes with twelve 
ships of the line, four frigates, three sloops, and four smaller vessels. 'I’he Curieux brig, 
Captain Bettesworth, was detached to look into Tobago for information; a vessel was sent 
by SirW. Myers to General Prevosl at Dominica, to acquaint him with the Admiral’s arrival; 
Colonel Shipley of the engineers was directed to communicate with the nearest post on 
Trinidad, in order to ascertain the situation of the Enemy, and signals were agreed upon 
to convey the earliest information on his return to the s([uudron. 

llip British Fleet accordingly stood to the southward with fine breezes all night. Lord 
Nelson bad been recommended, on account of the strong Ice currents which almost con- 
stantly run there with great violence, to steer S. by E. from Barbadoes. On the next day, 
the 6tb of June, the Fleet arrived off Great Courland Buy, Tobago, and Captain Hender- 
son, of the Pheasant sloop, was directed to proceed with all expedition to Port Toko in 


■ Admirsl Cochrane, at appears from another letter, had but just arrived from Jamaica, where Adnpiul Diicns 
had kept all the ships except the Spartiute. 

■ This unfortunate Intelligence (although perhaps it was the means of saving Lord Nelson’s life a few nionilis 
longer for hiiCooiitry, since the superiority of the Enemy was so great) had liecn conveyed to him on the 4th of 
June, when in CariislpBay, in the following extract by SirW. Mydrs' Secretary from a letter of I3ri.rnrher (u-ncriil 
Breieton to General l^r W. Myers, dated St. Liicin, May S<J, eleven o’clock A. M. “ I h.’ivc ihi;. momcDt rceeivt rl 
a report from the windward tide of Grot Islet, that the Enemy’s Fleet of twenty eight sail in I'M, passed there Inst 
night; their destination I should suppose must be either Barbadoes or Trinidad.” 

VOL. tl. , 5M 
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Trinidad, to send a boat on shore with Sir W. Myers’ letters, for information whether the * 
Enemy were in the Gulf of Paria, and to communicate by signal with the* Admiral in the 
morning. AtTobago all was bustle and apparent uncertainty, when, in addition, the following 
singular occurrence took place. A merchant, particularly anxious to ascertain whether the 
Elect was that of a friend or enemy, had prevailed on his clerk, with whom he had also agreed 
respecting signals, to embark in a schooner and to stand towards it; and it unfortunately 
happened, that the very signal made by the Clerk corresponded with the aflirmative signal 
which luu| been agreed on by Colonel Shij)lcy, of the VMemy being at Trinidad. It was the 
close of the day, and no opportunity occurred of disc<wering the mistake. An American 
merchant brig also had been spoken w'ith the same day by the Curieux, probably sent to 
mislead, whose master reported that he had been boarded a few days before by the French 
Elect oft' Grenada, standing towards the llocas of Trinidad. No doubts were any longer 
entertained, the news flew throughout the British srpiadron, the ships were ready for 
action before daybreak, and Nelson anticipated a second Aboukir in the Bay of Paria. 
If further confirmation was necessary, it appeared in the seeming conflagration of one of 
our outposts at dtiylight, and the party retreating towards the citadel. The Admiral and 
Oflicers of his sipiadron, after such corroboration, felt it difficult to believe the evidence of 
their senses, whim on entering the Gulf of Paria, on the 7th, no Enemy was to be scon, 
nor had any been there. 'I’hc intelligence from St. Lucia, the corroborating accounts met 
with at Barbadoos, the American’s report off Tobago, the schooner’s signal, and confla* 
gration of the outpost, were all false or delusive; and had contributed to draw the Elect so 
I’ar to leeward, that it could not, as would seem, fetch to windward of Grenada. Patience 
and perseverance, however, as the Admiral had observed to Lord Sidmouth, did much. 

On the 8th of June, according to his Diary, “ At day light an Advice Boat arrived in 
the Elect from Barbadoes, with letters from Captain Morrice; giving an account of the 
capture of the Diamond Rock, and also that the Erench and Spanish squadrons had not 
sailed from Martinique^ but that the French Commodore had told him, that the Ferrol 
S(iuadron consisting of six sail of French, and eight of Spaniards, had arrived in Fort Royal 
June the 4th." — Lord Nelson, when writing on the same day to Lord Seaforth, after giving 
his liberal meed of praise to the gallant defenders of the Diamond Rock, said with his usual 
good humour, “ The information from St. Lucia of the Combined Squadron having been 
oft' that Island to windward, must have been very incon'ect. I have ray doubts respect- 
ing the certainty of the arrival of the Ferrol Squadron, as I have always understood that 
nothing could pass in, or out of Foi;t Royal without being seen: Jbut, my Lord, powerful 
as their Force may be, they shall not with impunity make any great attacks. Mine is 
compact, theirs must be unwieldy, and although a very pretty Fiddle, I don't believe that 
either Gravina, or Villcncuve, know how to play iqion it." 
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* (180o.) Ihe (lisQppoiutinciil nnd feelings of liord Nelson cit this time may easily he 

iniEgineda had entered the Oulf of Pariay and found the contjilcle fallac'y of every 
thing that had been asserted in opposition to his own ideas; whic h, thouith deduced from 
apparent conjecture, proved alone to be correct. Witli his accustomed aelivity and firm- 
ness of mind lie immediately exerted his great abilities to remedy the evil, and to overcome 
the obstacles that presented themselves. Having obtained an account on the 8lh of .June, 
that the Enemy had not moved on the 4lh from Fort Royal, but were cxpcc:led to sail that 
night for the attack of Grenada, he on the 9lh arrived oirGrcmada, displaying such cxjie- 
dition as perhaps there is no ExamjfTc of in any Flecl. On his arrival he received a h tier 
from General Prevost, that the Enemy had passed Dominica on the (ith, standing to the 
northward. On the 8th they had passed to leeward of Antigua, and that day had taken a 
Con\^oy of sugar ladcMi ships which had unfortunately left St. John’s during the night for 
England. Lord Nelson, having on his passage communicated with Dominica, on the 11th 
was off Montserrat, and at sun-set of the 12lh of June anchored in Si. John’s Antisrua to 
land the Troops; when he sent the Curieux to England with his despatches, in which was 
the following letter to his friend the Duke of Clarence: “ Vour Royal Highness will easily 
conceive the misery 1 am feeling, at hitherto having missed the French Fleet ; and entirely 
owing to false Infonnation sent from St. Lucia, which arrived at llarbadoi's the evening 
of June 3d. This caused me to embark Sir William Myers and 2(XK) Troops, and to 
proceed to Tobago and Trinidad. Rut for that false Information, I should liavt* Ijcen off 
Port Royal as they were putting to sea, and our Rattle most probably would have been 
fought on the spot where the. brave Rodney beat dc Grasse, 1 am rather inclined to 
l>elicve they are pushing for Europe to g«’.l out of our way, and the moment my mind is 
made up 1 shall stand tbr the Straits mouth. Rut 1 must not move, after having saved 
these Colonics and 200 and upwards of sugar laden ships, until 1 feel sure they arc gone. 
We saw, about 200 leagues to the westward of Madeira, a Vessel which I took to be a 
French Corvette, that watched us two days ; but we could not take her. She I hear gjive 
Gravhia notice of our approach, and that probably hastened his movements : however T 
feel 1 have done my duty to the very utmost of my abilities. The Combined Squadrons 
passed to leeward of Antigua on Satunlay the 8th, standing to the northward. My 
heart is almost broke, and with my very serious complaints I cannot ex|)ect long to 
go on .” — To Earl Camden : “ My Lord : however unhappy I may feel at not having got 
up with the Enemy’s Fleet, yet 1 should think myself very remiss if 1 failed to inlbrm 
your Lordship and to r^ucst you to inform his MajjL'sly, of the very spirited conduct of 
Ueut. General Sir William Myers, who oflered to embark on board the Fleet with 2000 
Troops, in order to try and annihilate both the Enemy's Fleet and Army, had we fortu- 
nately found them in any of our Islands, llie Zeal of the Lieutenant General and the 
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wliolc body of Troops, was such as could not be exceeded ; and it is a matter of sincere ' 
ix'gret tliat wc have not met with the Enemy. But great merit is not less efue to the Lieu- 
tenant General, for the expedition with which the troops were collected from different parts 
of Barbadoes, and to tlic officers and men for the cheerfulness with which they embarked.” 

(1803.) Lord Nelson had also, on the lOlh of June, wrillcn to an old commercial friend, 
Mr. Simon 'raylor,' of Jamaica: “ My dear Sir : 1 was in a thousand fears for Jamaica, 
for that is a blow which Buonaparte would be happy to give us. 1 flew to the West 
Indies without any orders, but 1 think the Ministry cannot be displeased. .. When I am 
satisfied that they arc on their return, after sending some of the Spanish ships to the 
Havanna, I shall push hard to gel off the Straits mouth before them ; and kind Providence 
may some happy day bless my endeavours to sen'e the public wealy of which the West India 
Colonies form so pnnninent and interesting a part. I ever have been and shall die a firm 
friend to our present Colonial System. I was bred as you know in the good old School, 
and taught to appreciate the value of our West India possessions ; and neither in the 
Field, nor in the Senate, shall their just Rights be infringed, whilst I have an arm to fight 
in their defence, or a tongue to launch my voice. We are nearly, my dear Mr. Taylor, 
thirty years’ acciuaiiitancc, and I am, as ever, your faithful and obliged Friend.” 

’rims in the short space of Eight Days, had this great Admiral secured our West India 
Ctdonics from that plunder, and havoc, with which they had t)ccn threatened by the Com- 
bined Fleets of France and Spain; during which he had received on board and disembarked 
‘2000 'I'roops, had entered the Gulf of Faria, and surmounting the various obstacles that 
combined to rcMard his progress, had shewn his protecting power to every Island in the 
chain from 'rrinidad to St. Kitt’s. With a very inferior Fleet, by the 'terror of his name, 
he. had compelled them to Hy to Europe on the first tidings of his approach ; and he immiv 
dialely resolved, without a moment’s delay, or any information of their route, again to 
])ursuc them across the Atlantic, and to trust to his own Judgment to discover their desti- 
nation. The Combined >Sqnadrons had been last seen sending to the northward ; liiord 
Nelson had made up his mind as to their course. Some imagined that they would return 
from the northward and attack Barbadoes, others that they would go to St. John’s, Porto 
Rico, be there joined by reinforcements, and then proceed to Jamaica. Whilst on ihd 
contrary some were inclined to believe, that they would call at the Havanna for sUch 
Spanish ships as were ready, if they did nut send those that were with them thither, or 

else, that they would make a sweep along the Coast of Nova Scotia aiid Newfoundland,' 

.1 

" This respectable Merchant, who is still*liviug, was brought iip in Mr. Hi^'a house at Amsterdan. Hjs 
Jamuira cutate niunc is estimated at 300 , 000 /. 

i> lie was styled, by the French Ce/ Amiral determini. Lord Nelson always thought that the Vessel seen 
netir Madeira, conveyed the news of his approacii to Martinique, and that upon receiving such Intelligence the. 
Enemy immidiately prqinred for their escape. 



.which could be done" wilhuul delay : “ I hear all,” said Lord Nelson in a letter to Sir i\. 
Ball, “and even feel obliged, for all is meant as kindness to me that I should get at th(;m. 
In this diversity of opinions J may as well follow my own, which is, Thai the Spaniards 
lire gone to the Uavanna, and that the French will either stand for Cadiz or Toulon, J feel 
most inclined to the latter place ; and then they may fancy that they will get to Egypt without 
qny interruption. • 

(1805.) The Troops having been disembarked at Antigua on the morning of the 13th 
of June, and Rear Admiral Cochrane remaining on his station, Lord Nelson sailed at noon 
in pursuit of the Enemy with his squadron of eleven ships, taking with him the’Sjmrtiate, 
Captain Sir F. Lafbrey ; confidently believing that he, should be able, by superior manage- 
nicnt to reach their own shores before they arrived. Whenever opporinnities offered of 
going on bpard the Victory, without causing any delay to the sfpiadron, he wo>dd occa- 
sionally call some of his Ca])Uiins to him. But although pleased to hear their opinions, he 
adhered to his own, and in his turn with his usual courtesy, and frankness, assigned the 
reasons on which it continued to be fpunded. 

in one of these unreserved conversations, he said, “ 1 urn thankful that the Enemy 
has been driven from the West India Islands with so little loss to our Country. I hail 
made up my mind to great sacrifices; fo^l had determined notwithstanding his vast 
superiority to stop his career, and to pul it out of his pow(>r to do any further mischief. 
Vet do not imagine 1 am one of those hot brained people who fight at immcnsi; disad* 
vantage, without an adequate object. My object is partly gained. If we jncel thinn, we 
shall find them not less than eighteen, I rather think Hwenly sail of the line, and therefore 
dp, not be surprised if I should not fall on them immediately— Be wont part without a 
1 think tliey will be glad to lei me alone, if I will let them alone ; whiirh I will 
do, i^lihcr till wc approaeli the shores of Europe, or they give me an advantage loo tempting 


t9,be i^isted.” 

the .Ijith of June the British Fleet continued standing to the norllnvard, ami 
\i[itlmtiLaoy iot^ligepce of ;thc Enemy* Tire Amazon, indeed, on the preceding day 
had dtasad a schooner, but could not, come up with her. In writing on the Kith to Sir 
Nepean, Lord Nelsop thus opened his mind to him witJiout reserve. “ So far from 
l^ng infallible, Ijke the Pope, I believe my Opinions to be very fallible, and therefore I 
mj^tokj^ ip ttpoking that the Enemy's Fleet is gone to Europe : and yet. I can not 
b^Pg.myi^f .to thjnk otherwise,, notwithstanding the variety of opinions which difi'ercni 
p^le of.gopd judgment jibnn. But 1 have called every circumstance that i have heard 

I have considered die approaching season, the sickly state 

' • . ... . 

out Fleet' KOiained in tlie West i 

. .Vi.' ^ _ 


IndieSy that the Enemy had recoited ii iviii- 
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of their Troops and ships, the means and time for defence which have been given to our « 
Islands, and the certainty with wliich the Enemy must expect the arrival «f our reinforce- 
ments : And therefore, if they were not able to make an attack for the first three weeks 
affer they had reached the West Indies, they could not hope for greater success when our 
moans of resistance had increased, and tlieir means of defence were diminished ; and it 
should Ije considered, that the Enemy will not give me credit for quitting the West Indies 
for this motith to come. As this is a letter of reasoning on my conduct, I may perhaps 
be prolix, but I am anxious to stand well in your opinion ; and if my conduct is taken 
into consillcmtion by hlr. Pitt, I will thank you to shew him what I have written. A 
frigate certainly came from France Maydlst; from that moment all was huiry. On 
June 1st, I believe, the Furet arrived with an account of my being on the passage. If 
Barbadocs be the object of the Enemy's attack, a fleet of men of war could get there, on 
the average, in four or five days : therefore why should they make a passage of at least 
fifteen or sixteen days by going to the Northward ? If Tobago or Trinidad were their ob- 
ject, they had only to weather St. Lucia, and they could fetch them willi case. I'o St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent, and Grenada, they had a fair wind ; therefore it must be unnecessary 
to go to the Northward. If, therefore, any of those Islands are the objects of their attack, 
as some people suppose, they are playing a g^nie which I own is incomprehensible to my 
weak umlcrstanding, and I am completely deceived. What impression could they expect 
to make upon Jamaica with four or five thousand menP and if that were their object, why 
not steer direct from Martinique? Some Uiink they may be going to St. John's Porto 
Rico, and wait to be joined there by reinforcements, but the season is passed : nor if fifteen 
sail of the line were coming out to join them, would there be occasion to hide themselves 
from our observation. My opinion is firm as a rock. That some counter Orders,i or an 

s 

Inability to perform any service in these seas, have made them resolve to proceed directly 
to Europe, sending the Spanish ships to the Havanna." 

(1805.) On the next day, June 17, Lord Nelson issued the following directions, To 
fhe Captains of any of his Majesty’s Ships cruising off the Western Islands^ or not proceeding 
on more important Service. ** Sir : As I believe the Enemy's Fleet is bound to Europe, and 
it Iicing very unccrlain whether they will go to Ferrol, or Cadiz, I beg leave most 
strongly to recommend your proceeding ofif Ferrol, with this information^ ip. the Admiral 
commancling ulf that Port, in order that he may be upon his guard against a.|^urprise from 
a Superior Force.” — On the 18lh, when writing to General ' Vilettes, he thus liberally spoke 

a 

' William Ann Vilellcs^ so often inentionfd with regard by Lord Neiaon, was djetcepded/roni one of thenoiQit 
niiticiit families in France ; his ancestors Imving been Lords of Montdidier, in LaDguedoc* the l^tb ceothfJ«' . 
He was born at Berne^ June 14th, 17^4. Being originuUy intended fur the Bar, his flither entered b!m'.4tLinooIn*e. 
lull, where he^kept t4'o or three terms ; but bis ardour fjjr a Military life was so greajt, that a Cornetcy in the ioth 
Bcgiment of Dragoons was obtained for him. After various services, and more particularly in the Mediteir^ni^p^. 
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of the intelligence which had so misled him. “ My dear General : Unwell, and out of 
humour as I am by my disappointment, yet I will not let a letter go to ]\lalta without 
writing you aline; and 1 am sure you will regret, with me, our old acquaintance Brereton’s 
wrong information. Ball will shew it to you, it could not be doubted, and b}' following 
it I lost the opportunity of fighting the Knemy.” However.” added he to Mr. Elliot, 
*.* I must not despair of getting up with them before they enter the Straits ; at least they 
will have no time to carry their Plans into cxecutiun, and do harm to any of the coun- 
tries under my charge. 1 feel that Mortal Man eould not <lo more to serve his Country 
and the Common Cause faithfully. Your Son is very well, and improves every day in 
his profession.” 

(1805.) On the same day with the dale of this letter, 'J’uesday June 18, the Amazon 
made the signal of Intelligence to coinmunicale. She had spoke a schooner, who had seen 
on the preceding Saturday, at sun set, a Fleet of ships of war consisting of twenty-two sail 
steering to the northwanl, which appeared to be the Combined Fleet. The Enemy by 
computation bore N. E. by N. eighty-seven leagues. On the lf)lh the Marlin was 
detached to Gibraltar to give information of the Enemy's return to Sir U. Biekerton, and 
the Decade to Lisbon. The anxiety of Lord Nelson was at this time extreme, and his 
depression of spirits from what he had gone through very great, which may be judged of 
from the following hasty note in his Diary, June 21 : Midnight, nearly calm, saio three 
planks which I think came from the French Fleet. Very miserable, which is very foolish. At 
the "beginning of July the wind suddenly changed to N. E. with rain. It appears hard, 
exclaimed he, but as it pleases God : He knows what is best for us pour tccak Mortals. On 
tlie 8th of July they made but lilllo progress : “ We crawled,” said the Admiral, “ thirty 
three miles the last twenty-four hours; my only ho[)e is, that the Enemy’s Fleet are, near 
us, and in the same situation. All night light breezes, standing to the eastward to go to 
the northward of St. Michael’s. At times sipially with rain. On examining the Sjianish 
log and chart we had taken in a Bark fromLaGuira, 1 find that the Combined Squadrons 
went ia sight of Cape Blanco, and passed close to the Salvages.” — No cireumstance of 
. particular moment Occurred during the Passage back. Lord N elson kept, at least for a consi- 
derable time, the daily supposed track and situation of the F.nemy. On Wednesday, .luly 17, 
the Fleet came within sight of Cape St. Vincent, Making,” observes the Admiral in his 

from the year " 179 % General Vilettes at the close oF 1807 was appointed Lieutenant Governor and Cuminnnder ui 
the forces in Jamaica^ where his amiable disposition and firm but conciliatory conduct soon ubtuii.cd a general 
dbnfidence and csjteeio. In July> 1808^ he undertook a Military Tour of Inspeciion ihrougli the Islaiid ; but during 
hla ★.Ak staked with a fever of which lie died on the third May. (See an account of this Otlieer, (lent. 

Ma|/Vdlv ?]). >. Chapter of Westminster have granted their permission, that u Monument 

to hiriftonry should tiil pla^i^ ili the Abbey, near that «f his late friend the Hon. Sir C. Stuart. 

» he observes, "The best place for cruising, is in Lat. from 36 to j: N. Long 

froifci35taS7.We^«f?': ' 
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Diary, “cjiir whole run from Barbuda, day by day, 34^59 miles: Our run from Cape St. • 
\'iiiccnt to Barbadocs was 3227 miles, so that our run back was only 232 miles more 
than our run out — ^allowance being made tor the difference of the latitudes and lon^tudes 
of Barbadocs and Barbuda: average per day thirty-four leagues* wanting nine miles."— On 
thft 18lh of July being in want of provisions, he steered for the Straits mouth, and at ten, 
Admiral Collingwood,' who at first took the British Fleet for that of the Enemy, passed in 
the Dreadnought u> the northward with three sail of the line and some frigates.— Cape 
Spnrtd in sight, said Nelson, but no French Meet, nor any information about them : How 
sorrouful His makes me, but I cannot help myself— On the IQth he borc up and anchored in 
Gibraltar, yet still without gaining any information of the Enemy. On the 20th, as is 
remarked in his Diary, I went on shore for thefrst time since June l6, 1803; and from having 
my foot out of the Victory, two years, wanting ten days, 

(1805.) On the very next day, July 21, they were employed in getting ready for sea, 
and Lord Nelson sent home his despatches in the Thomas, Merchant brig. The Pickle 
schooner arrived with letters from Admiral Collingwood, congratulating Lord Nelson on 
his return : “ We approached, my dear Lord, with caution, not knowing whether we were 
to expect you or the Frenchmen first. 1 have always had an idea that Ireland alone was 
the object they have in view, and still believe that to be their ultimate destination. They 
will now lilMTatc the Fcrrol s([uudron from Calder, make the round of the Bay, and, taking 
the Hochfort people with them, will appear off Ushant perhaps with thirty four sail, there 
to be Joined by twenty more. This appears a probable plan; for unless it be to bring their 
powerful Fleets and Armies to some great point of service, some rash attempt at conquest, 
they have only been subjecting them to chance of loss; which I do not believe the Coreican 
would do wiihoui the hope of an adequate reward. I have a letter from Calder to day, 
the constant anxiety of his situation is wearing him down. 'J'he French Government never 
aim at little things, while great objects are in view. I have considered tlie invasion of 
Ireland as the real Mark and But of all their operations. Their Flight to the West* Indies 

« On the sailing of the Enemy’s Squadron from Toulon, and when it wm uncertain whether Lord Nelson had 
followed them to the West Indies, or had uken a Nation to the Westward of Iteleiid, Vice Admiral CbliirtgWood 
had been ojipoinied toia^quadron with orders logo in pursuit of the Enenqr, Of In the eVept dfreoeMh^ nforuMfion 
thitt they were followed by Admiral Nelson, to make such a disposition as appeaiwd twisty : 
arrived ulT Ca[w Finesterre May 27, and fell in with Sir R. Bickerton, which ^tenniaed h{ln.i!0 takeautptiop off 
Ctidis to prtvcnl any prognrss of the Spaniards; and on the day of his arrival dier^ he iwp of |iis 

sailing shijiH, the Ramillies and Illustrious, to Barbadocs, in hopes ofjoiiiipg .w R.* bqd 

proceeded up the Mediterranean, convoying tlie troops under Oenet^,l^r Javn.l^g. 1^ passed Qnr- 

Iluigcna; when lie was to watch the Enemy’s^quadron in that poi|. v^e .Cotoinus/Chp^V^or^^ Was station^ 
oil' Trafalgar, July II, to look out for the Enemy, of whosq'n^urn^iufiilioe had bepp tfctdypd by the 
Admiral (^>llingwood, in bis letter to Lord Netson, said, •• 1 an exceedingly wi.n Captniq' kfthk 

H>dra; his vigilance and activity arc exemplary, he is a clever jrpuiig min,” ‘ 
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.was to take off the Naval Force, which proved the great impediment to tlieir undertaking. 
This Summer iiV'big with events, we may all perhaps have an active share in them, and I 
sincerely wish your Lordship strength of body to go through it, and to all others your 
strength of mind." 

(1805.) Lord Nelson's Stjuadron unmoored on the 23d of July, intending if the wind 
came westerly to go toTeluan for water, and if easterly to go outside the Straits. At eight 
P. M. they accordingly anchored in Mazari Hay, about eight miles to the S. K. of the custom 
house of Tetuan, where the river is very hue and convenient for watering a Sciuadron. Ho 
described in his Diary the best anchorage tor a Fleet, which must weigh when* the wind 
sets in easterly and blows fresh : “ Bring the Tower on the Cape at the western side of the 
Bay, to bear from W. N. W. to W. by S. and abreast of the Bay, from half a mile to one 
and a half mile distant, where there is from ten to twenty fathom water. The river runs 
inside a sandy beach and parallel to it, so that boats may lay alongside the beach the 
whole extent of tlic Bay, and roll their casks over to the river and fill them.” — Many ol’ 
the ships got 200 tons on board in one day ; bullocks also were procured, and onions fur 
the men. On the 24th the Decade joined from Admiral Collingwood, yet still no iiil()r- 
mation of the Enemy. Tlte Fleet wciglicd at noon, and stood for Ceuta ; during the night 
they remained in the Gut, with variable winds and a thierk fog. On the next day, July 25, 
the Termagant joined, with an account that the Combined Fleet had been seen by tlie 
Curieux” brig on the 19th, standing to the northward. Having passed the Straits and com- 
municated with Admiral Collingwood, the Squadron under Lord Nelson bore away to the 
westward, and then proceeded off Cape St. Vincent with a view to go mure northward, or 
to act as ciircumstanc^s of intelligence might render necessary. And now a circumstance 
occurred which, though trifling in itself^ marked the extraordinary mind of Lord Nelson. 
An American merchant ship spoken by one of the frigates, had fallen in a little to the 
'westward of the Aaorcs with an armed vessel, having the appearance of a privatiH r 
.dnn^sted, and which had evident marks of having been set fire to and run on board by 
another ship, the impression of whose stem had penetrated the top sides. 1’he crc»v had 
fbfsaken hhr, and tt^'fire most prbbably had gone out of its own accord. In the cabin 
had been found a log book and a/eer .seamen's jackets, which were given to tiu' Officer and 
^ifwi on board the Victory ; and»-widi' these, the Admiral immediately endeavoured to 



„ add proipectof a short pasiuge, 1 tliouglu your Lordbliip 
miffhiningiisy and I feel happy to be able to s ly, I wos so turtuuate 

M tO'Mfm Vouir LotdMijp'i ^ 
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(‘xplaiii the mystery, and to discover some further intelligence of the Enemy. The log ' 
hook which closed with this remark, Tm large ships in the W, IN. W. — shewed, in his opinion, 
that the abandoned Vessel had been a Liverpool Privateer cruising off the Western Islands. 
In the leaves of this log book, a small scrap of dirty paper was found filled with figures, 
wluch no one could make any thing of but Lord Nelson, who immediately on seeing 
it, remarked, They are French characters! which probably stimulated him to a stricter obser- 
vation. After an attentive examination, he said, “ 1 can unravel tlic whole: this Privateer 
had been chased and taken by the two ships that were seen in the W. N. W. The prize 
master, wiio had been put on board in a hurry, omitted to take with him his reckoning, 
there is none in the log book; and this dirty scrap of paper which none of you could make 
any thing of, contains his work for the number of days since the privateer last set Corvo, 
with an unaccounted-for run which I take to have been the chacc, in his endeavour to 
find out his situation by back reckonings. The jackets I find to be the manufacture of 
Franco, -which prove the Enemy M'as in possession of the Privateer; and I conclude by 
some mismanagement, she was mn on board of afterwards by one of them and dismasted. 
Not liking (h'lay (for T am satisfied those two ships were the advanced ones of the French 
squadron) and fancying we were close at their heels, they set fire to the vessel and aban- 
doned her in a hurry. If my explanation, gentlemen, be correct, I infer from it they are 
gone more to the northward, and more to the northward 1 will look for them.” — Subsc- 
(]uenl information proved that he was correct in every part of this interpretation. 

(1805.) The Fleet accordingly stood more to the northward on the Sd of Aug. with light 
breezes, northerly, and hazy weather. ** I feci,” says his Diary, “ every moment of this foul 
wind, bull trust in Providence that it is all for the best: although 1, a ]K)orweak mortal, 
sutler severely with the inorlificalion of so apparently long a passage as this will probably 
be, from the continuance of northerly winds. We are in lal. 39, N. long. 16, W. course 
west. No information, all night light airs.” — After some days the wind came more favour- 
able, as appears from his Diary, (Aug. 8) when he emphatically noticed the change, and 
added, “In summer lime, coming from the Mediterranean, you must not expect to lose the 
northerly wind, until you get into the longitude of 17 W." — On the 12th the Niobe was 
spoken, three days from the Channel Fleet, at which time no intelligence had been obtained 
of the Finemy’s arrival in any of the ports in the Bay of Biscay. On the 15th of August 
they fell in with Admiral Cornwallis off Ushant," and in the evening Loid- Nelson received 
ordcra to proceed with the Victory and SujKrb to Portsmouth. On leaving his Squadron, 
he addi'essed the following Official Communication, expressive of the estimation and re- 
gard which he entertained for his braVc follower, to Admiral Louis. ** Sir: T have only a 

* The track of Lord Nelson to the West Tiidies, and buck again to Europe, lias bccQ pvbitihed Mr. 
Fudcii, from documents furnished hy the itdmirnl. . . 
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• inoincnl to beg that you will be so good as to express, in the manner best calculated to do 
justice, tlic high sense 1 entertain of the merit of the Captains, Oflicers, and ships’ Com- 
panies lately composing the Squadron under iny command; and assure their able and 
zealous Commanders, that their conduct has met my wannest approbation. 1 have only 
to repeal the high opinion I entertain of your distinguished conduct.”-— 'I'lie letters that 
were afterwards written, expressive of the genoral regret that prevailc;d throughout the 
Squadron on parting with their gallant Chicl', were highly honourable to his character: 
“ God bless you, my dear Nelson,” nqilied Louis, “ would to Heaven you wcre'wilh us; 
believe me the loss of you has been much felt. This instant all your old Squadron's signals 
have been made to join the Prince of Wales.” — “ I look forward,” said his friend Hallowcll, 
with pleasure to your resuming the command of us, to lead your old IVIediterranean 
Squadron to a Victory which will give much satisfaction to the Country.” 

(1805.) The noble manner in which liord Nelson always treated his brother Officers, 
and respected the feelings of such as had experienced misfortune, is alone a proof of the 
greatness and goodness of his mind : more particularly in a Profession, the members of 
which, as the late Lord Sandwich observed, fortunately resemble a Rope of .Sand, and 
therefore have no power as a body. On the Admiral’s sirrival in the Channel, he thus de- 
livered his sentiments respecting Sir R. Calder’s Action, in a letter to Captain Fremantle: 
“ I could not last night thank you for your kind letter, for I was in truth bewildered by 
the account of Sir Robert Calder’s Victory, and the joy of the event; together with the 
hearing that the Nation was not content, which I am sfwry for. AVho, my dear Fremantle, 
can command all the success which ourCounlry may wish for? W’e have fought together, and 
therefore well know -what it is : I have hod the best disposed Fleet of friends, but who can 
say what may be the event of a Battle? And it most sincerely grieves me, that in any of 
the papers it should be insinuated. Lard Nelson could have done better. 1 should have fought 
tlie Enemy, so did my friend Calder. Who can promise that he will be more successful 
than another? I only wish to stand upon my own merits, and not by coinpitrisun one way 
or the other with the conduct of a brother Officer. Yon will forgive this dissertation, but 
I feci much upon the occasion. Beliet^ me your most faithful and affectionate friend.” 

On Satuiday the 17th of August the Victory at daylight was abreast of Portland, at 
eleven she anehored off the Princessa Slioal near the Isle of Wight, and the next day 
worked up to a jj^ood birth at Spithead — Just two years and three months, adds Ijord Ntdson, 
from my arrwtd at Portsmouth in 180S. On the next day, in writing to his brother W illiam, 
the Rev. Ilir. Nelson, . Im again touched on the Action of Sir R. Calder: “ You will have 
heard, my d^ Brother,- of our arrival, but 1 know you would like better to have it under 
my handi I.ain but so jW— yet, what is very odd, the better for going to ihe W csi 1 ndics. 
even with tl^ anxiety. - We must not talk of Sir Robert Calder’s Battle, 1 might not have 
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[done] so luiich with my small force. If I had fallen in with them, you would probably' 
have been a Lord before I wished; for I know they m^nt to make a* dead set at the 
Victory. Hardy is, I am sorry to say, very unwell. Give ujy kind love to Mrs. Nelson, 
Horace, &c. and best regards to Archdeacon Yonge, to Rolfe, and our other friends; and 
l)d'assiiix!d that I am your most afibetionate Brother.” — Before the Admiral left the Victory 
lie gave the following most honourable testimony to his Secretary, the late Mr. J. Scott: 
'* I cannot allow myself to part from you, even, as I hope, for a very short time, without 
giving you tlie assurance of my sincere esteem and regard: and to say, that as a Secretary, 
for ability, punctuality, and regularity, 1 believe your superior is not to be met with; and 
as a Gentleman, that your whole conduct has been most exemplary during the time you 
have bci'ii with me. Wishing you health and c\'cry felicity, believe me always, my dear 
Sir, your obliged and sincere friend.” 

(1805.) His Excellency Mr. Elliot, in writing to Lord Nelson during the month of 
August from Naples, thus delivered the general sentiments of diplomatic men respecting 
the Admiral’s late proceedings. « My Lord: Either the distances between the different 
(piartcrs of the globe are diminished, or you have extended the powers of human action. 
After an unremitting Cruise of two long 3 'cars in the stormy Gulf of Lyons, to have pro- 
ceeded without going into port to Alexandria, from Alexandria to the West Indies, fi’om 
the West Indies back again to Gibraltar; to have kept your ships afloat, your rigging 
standing, and 3 'our crews in health and spirits, is an effort such as never was realised in 
forincr limes, nor, 1 doubt, will ever again bt^ repeated by any other Admiral. You have 
proiccted us for two long years, and you saved the West Indies by only a few days.”— Sir 
Alexatuh'r Ball, in sending his congratulations, made some judicious remarks on the intel- 
ligence by which the plan of Lord Nelson had been frustrated. “ 1 think orders should 
be given that when a ricet is discovered, an Officer should be sent for to witness it, and 
that one should be at the signal hill at the rising and setting of the sun. I have often 
reflected on these circumstances, and on the little attention generally paid to them. In 
the afliiir of St. Lucia, is it not possible that a signal man might be bribed.^' 

I'hc gratitude of the Crowning City, and its Mercantile Princes, soon repaid tl^e noble 
spirit of Nelson for all his toil and disappointment; though like a true Englishman, and 
with the inherent character of a Seaman, he sometimes expressed .himsdf as being irritated 
and disjdeased. The West India Merchants, through their chairman', Siif Noavo, Bart, 
were amongst the first on the Admiral’s arrival in London, to express’’ their. unfeigned 
thanks and high sense of his protnpjt determination in quitting the MndMerraneapO, 

df.r 
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At a meeting held at the Marine Societj^’s Office, BUbopsgntc Street, Ad|;wASS, 1805 . 


his sagacity in judging of and ascertaining tlie course of the Combin^"Sqbadn)i»i-^ 
his bold and unwearied pursuit of them to tlic West Indies, and baejk again to 





of which had been very inslnimonlal towards the safety of those Colonics. II is presenec 
in the Metropolis soon imparled additional vigour and finnncss to the operations of goveni- 
mcnt> Lord Harhani on receiving) as fii'st Lord of llie Admiralty, Tiord J«clson*s Journals, 
perused the whole narrative with an attention which enabled that Minister to form a more 
complete idea of the Admirals professional charsicter; and Lord Harhnrn afterwards lil)e-» 
rally declared, he had not bcfi)rc sufficiently a]»pretiatcd such extraordinary talents. This 
opinion of the noble Admiral's late proceedings was iimuedialcly oommunieated to the 
Cabinet, with an assurance liom.TiOrd Barham, that an unbounded confidence ouo-ht to |je 
placed in Nelson ; who was above all others the Officer to he employed on the station he 
had so ably watched, and whose political relations he had so thoroughly understood. 

Anno (1805.) It had been the most anxious wish of I.ord Nelson, when he annlicd 

iEtst 47 ^ ^ 

for leave of al)sencc on account of his health, prior to this run to the West Indies, 
to be iigsiin sent out to the command of a Fleet, in which he was not only respected but 
beloved; and this wish he had repeatedly expressed in his private letters, and in his official 
communications with the Sicilian Government. The voice of the nation, and its rulei-s, 
accorded with this desire, and in a manner the most gratifying to his feelings. In some 
-occsisional inUwvicws with Lord Barham at the Admiralty, he now cx]»resscd his readi- 
ness to obey the voice of his Country, and pointed out various means by which additional 
effect might be given to the service on wliich he was about to be employed. lie visited 
also the other departments* of Government, opened his mind without reserve or fear, and 
trJiccd with the decision and even authority of a Statesman, tlu^ various plans that required 
an immediate attention. He shewed Ministers the dangers l«) which they were particularly 
exposed in the Mediterranean, the errors which had too long been persisted in, and the 
events and changes tliat might be expected to take place in Europe, from the prevailing 
aspebt of its political horizoni Amongst the last of his cautions was the following, which 
he also thus repeated to H. R. H. the Duke of Clarence, If your Royal Highness has am/ 
cmmuaiciUion with Government, let not General Mach be employed; for 1 knew him at Naples 
td he d Ratcdl, a Scoundrel, and a Coward ... At many of these ministerial confcrcnci's, the 
present Admiral iSr R.O.Keats, K.B. attended his friend ; who frequently appealed to him, 
particularly in their last interview with Mr. Pitt, for the truth of what he asserted, and also 
for further iUformation on those subjects, of which the liberal mind of Nelson confesst'd that 

> . tAmongit-j^thar Lord Nelsoa ww wxiou to itcc^pliih, what bat of late years been too little attended 

. to, the pr^idhi|j{,a'nAci^t number of Gan Boat* to be attached to our Fleets, the want of which has been much 
fidt in the .Bal^^ la a lei^r to Gt^ral Fox, his Lordship on his return said, " I did not fail to lay iK furc Loid 
■■' B a H lMsj tf ^keepidg'ef the Bay aad Ghsrriaon of Gibraltar from being annoyed by tlie Gnciny's 

■ pspm> Itdll Mod yon a oopy,.aBd I should be glad of any further hints to make the 

Uuii^Bii^t By^^ as perf^ M we could expect.” > 


S P 
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Keats had a greater knowledge than himself. The following letter, dated Merton, Aug. 24, 
alludes to what had passed at one of those interviews. My dear Keats^: Many thanks 
for your kind letter, nothing I do assure you could give me more pleasure than to have 
you at all times near me; for, without a compliment, I believe your head is as judicious, 
as your heart is brave, and neither, 1 believe, can be esTceeded. Yesterday when with the 
Secretary of State, a new Minister, who has only sat one solitary day in his office, and of 
course knows but little of what has passed, (indeed Ministers were all full of the Enemy's 
Fleet, and as,J am now set up for a Conjuror, God knows they will very soon find 
out I am.far-from being one), I was asked my opinion against my inclination; for if 1 
make one wrong guess, the charm will be broken. But this I ventured without any fear, 
that if Calder got fairly close alongside their twenty-seven or twenty-eight sail, by the time 
the Enemy had beat our Fleet soundly, they would do us no further harm this year. ITic 
Duke of Clarence wrote to you from hferton, but when I see Lord Castlereagh 1 shall 
know positively what they mean to do. You see by my writing tackle that 1 am not 
yet mounted as a Commander in Chief.” — At one of his last visits to the Admiralty pre- 
vious to his leaving England, Lord Barham received the noble Admiral in a manner tliat 
corresponded with the opinion he had delivered to Ministers. Tlic list of the British Navy 
was given him, and he was desired to choose his own Officers. Nelson immediately 
returned it, C/mse yourselfy my Lord, the same spirit actuates the whole Profmimt you 
cannot choose wrong. Lord Barham then desired that the Admiral would without reserve 
dictate to the private secretary, Mr. 'Ilium pson,* such ships as he wished in addition to his 
present Sc^uadron, and that they should follow him at short intervals as soon as each was 
r(*ady. Have no scruple^ Lord Nelson, there is my Secretary, I wUl leave the room^give 
your orders to him, and rely on it they shall be implicitly obeyed by me. And it was owing to 
this wise and liberal conduct of Lord Barham, that the Mediterranean lleet received con- 
stant reinforcements of ships, which, not sailing in a body, arrived without any information 
of them being received by the Enemy. 

Soon afterwards, towards the end of August, the Honourable Captain Blackwood 
arrived with the news of the Combined Fleets being blocked up in Cadia by Admind 
Collingwood. On bis way to London with tlie despatches, that Officet* as ba 
passed Lord Nelson’s Villa at Merton about five in the morning, ^called abd' found hini’ 
already up and dressed. On seeing Captain Blackwood he ^diatiiiod;^/ dv^sunytu hrmg 
me news 6f the French and Spanish Fleets, and I think tkItnPJ*- The 

answer was confined to giving, as hriefly as possible, aB.^llb ibfiiif^^npf^^dirch Captain, 
Blackivood was the bearer; and after expressing hopes Ibdthe should withUss. the intended ' 
drubbing, so well foretold, he left Merton for the Admiralty. Lord Nekon immediatdljf!:> 
followed and soon afterwards joined him, when they talked ovOr the operations that wer^ 

‘ Now a Commissiooer of ibe Navy. * From a Memoir fumithed by Captain Blackwood. 
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intended on returning to the Mediterranean: and he frequently repeated. Depend on it^ 
Slackwoodf I shall yet give Mr, Villeneuve a c/ruiA/wg.— Every thing was soon af terwar<ls 
arranged for his return to the Mediterranean, and on the 3d of September he thus con- 
cluded a letter td the Right Hon. George Hose, to whom he had particularly recommended 
his brother in law Mr. Bolton . . . “ I hold myself ready to go forth whenever I am desired; 
although God knows I want rest: but Self is entirely out of the question. I shall rejoice to 
see you on board the V'ictory, if only for a moment ; but I shall certainly not be an advo- 
cate for being at Portsmouth, till one of the Victory’s anchors is at the bows." 

(1805.) Accordingly, on the night of Friday, September 13, Lord Nelson having taken 
leave of his brother William and of other relations who were at Merlon, with a mind much 
agitated and highly wrought, pursued his route to Portsmouth — ^I’o serve, as he expresses 
it in his Diary, his King and Country. He seemed, from all his conversations with 1 1 . 11 . II. 
the Duke of Clarence and with Lord Sidmouth, to expect a de.speratc Battle, and to think 
that he should never return. As he left; Merton his devout spirit otfered up the following 
sublime Prayer to the God of Battles: May the great God whom I adore, enable me lofaljil 
the Expectations of my Country; and if it be his good pleasure that I should return, my thanks 
will never cease being offered up to the Throne of His Mercy, If if he His good Providence to 
cut short my days upon earth, 1 how with the greatest submission, relying that He will protect 
those so dear to me whom I may leave behind. His Will he done. Amen. 

He arrived at the George Inn, Portsmouth, at six in the following morning, and having 
arranged every thing with his accustomed quickness, went to that part of the beach to eiitburk 
for the Victory, where the bathing machines are placed. The scene is dcscrilwd as having 
been singularly affecting. He was followed by numbers of his Countrymen in tears, many of 
whom knelt down before him and blessed the beloved Hero of the British Nation. The 
affectionate heart of Nelson could not but sympathise with the general interest that was 
taken in his welfare, and turning round to Capt. Hardy, he said, I had their Huzzas before, I 
have now their Hearts, A fresh proof of the attachment'’ of the common Seamen to him had 
also appeared*. The crew of tlie Superb, Capt. Keats, which owing to her necessary repairs 
#as not ready for sen, were heard to express their desire that they might be turned over to 
some ship in the harbour which was ready, in order to go back with their Admiral to the 
Mediterranehtti Mr. Rose and Mr. Canning accompanied Lord Nelson to his ship, 
end dined on board whilst the- Victory was preparing to sail. He weighed on 
the 15tb, at daybr^,the Euiyalus, Captain Blackwood, in company; but owing to 
a cbntntry whid^> . eanle to andior again ; they however by sunset were off Christchurch, 
abd.by the jayjtoing of .thd next day off the Berry Head. Lord Nelson’s perseverance in 
wd(li^g:,d^wn CImuu^’ against and strong winds, is well known and appretiated. 

Frpni H. R. H. the Duke of Clarence. 
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On tiu' 17ili> ^vheii off Plymouth, he sent in Euryalus to call out Ajax and. Thunderer, 
and wrote the following letter to his early friend Sir Andrew S. Hamond, Bart. Comptroller ' 
ofilic Navy. “ My dear Sir Andrew: Ihavcrcad with much attention yonr very interesting 
U'Ucr of the 12lh, and rely that although you have been involved in transactions out of 
your strict line of duty, for the benefit of the Naval Service, you will pass tlic fiery Ordeal 
without a singe. You have then a most undoubted right to retire from the fatigues of your 
laborious office, with such a pension and marks of your Sovereign's approbation, as lie 
may graciously lx: pleased to bestow. With respect to your petitioning for your Rank on 
the list ofi Admirals, 1 shall answer you, my dear Sir Andrew, to the best of my opinion; 
and if it should not meet exactly your ideas, yet I trust you will believe that no one has 
a higher opinion of your Naval Abilities as a Captain, or Admiral, than myself. If my 
memory serves me right, wlien you. passed your Flag, I expressed my regret that the 
Service was to lose your experience at sea ; you would long since have commanded the Fleets 
of Britain, with the whole Service looking up to your Abilities. But with what you may 
deem j)reccdcnts, Lord Barham, Sir John Laforey, I,ord Hood, Admiral Cambicr, and 
lately Admiral Stirling— yet these Gentlemen contended for their Flags, without which 
they said, ** we will not hold our civil employments." You allowed it to pass over. Your 
Salary ought to be equal to your wishes, and much more in addition to your Comptroller's 
pension, than an Admirars half pay. But 1 fear if the precedent were established, how« 
ever properly in your person, that such a field would be opened for Officers getting on the 
list of Admirals, after being long out of the service, that the Ministry would never get 
clear of applications, nor would the seiwice know who were likely to command them. 
Having given you, my dear Sir Andrew, my full opinion, allow me to say and to ofler; 
that if the King is pleased to place you on the list of Admirals, I shall be ready myself to 
serve as second under you for a given time ; and to mark, at least in myself, that I receive 
you with open anus as a most valuable Officer restored to us. With respect to your good 
Son, you arc sure of my aficctionatu attention to him; and believe me ever, my dear Sir 
Andrew, your most obliged and affectionate Friend.— In writing to Sir J. T. Duck- 
Avorth, whilst off the Edistone, September 17, Lord Nelson said, “ I could not answer 
your kind letter of the 10th, as I was every moment engaged in settling my affitin 
both public and private. Perhaps this will not find you at Plymouth, I know it Was 
intended to offer you your Flag as Uiird in command ist lhe M^iteiTaneRO’ Fleet. 1 am 
aware, and said so at the Admiralty, that having aeryod sajohg^ ap^ so honourably a$ 
Commander in Chief, you might not wish to take an mferiqr st^op'; Bttjt that if you did, 
it Avould give me most sincere pleasure to have you,*, andi tb^profit by 'ypur shill and galr 
hintry.** 

‘ llii Lordship also expressed a wish, amongst other Officers, to have Lord Henry Paulet, and CaptaiaOttri^.' 
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(1805.) After cncouDlering much blowing weather, the Victory'' arrived ofl* Cadix on 
* the 29lh of September, the Admiral's Birthday, when the ncccssiiry orders were given out for 
the Fleet; and what is remarkable, it was on the same day that Admiral Vilicneuve, as he 
afterwards informed Capt. Blackwood, received orders to put to sea on the first convenient 
opportunity. From the 29 th of Sept, to the 21st of October, Lord Nelson never came ip 
sight of land, that the Enemy might Ik: kept in ignorance of his iurce : tlie wisdom of this 
conduct was strongly proved by subsecpient events. V^illeneuvc repeatedly <leclared his 
belief, that Lonl Nelson, by detaching six sail of the line to the Mediterranean, had reduced 
the British Fleet to one third weaker than that of the Kneiny. — In writing to General 
Fox at Gibraltar, the Admiral rc<[uestcd that the publisher of the Gibraltar Ga/ctle should 
be forbid to mention thc force of tlic Fleet, much less the names and strength of the ships; 
“ for I much fear," added he, “ that if the Enemy know of our uicreascd numbers, we shall 
never see them out of Cadiz. If my arrival is necessary to be mentioned, the ships with 
me need not, and it may be inserted that an equal number, or some ships of Admiral 
Collingwood’s, arc ordered home. I rely upon your gocxlness to accord ^vilh my wishes." 
In the letter which he had forwarded to Admiral Collingwood, by the Ji^uryalus, to an- 
nounce the approach of the Victory, Lord Nelson also ^aid, ‘‘ I send it, my dear Coll, that 
if you arc in sight of Cadiz not only no salute might take jilace, but also that no colours 
may be hoisted; for it is as well not to proclaim to the Enemy every shij) whi<*h may join 
the Fleet ... I would not have any salute, even if you arc without sight of land." 

To Sir John Actons Sept. 30. “ My dear Sir John: After being only twenty five days' in 
England, I hud myself again in the command of the IMcditerranean Fleet. I only hope 
that I may be able, in a small degree, to fulfil the cxpcclalious of my Country ... 1 hear the 
French have two or three sail of the line at Toulon, two frigates and a corvcitc, in England 
they have not the smallest idea of such a force. If it be so, they must send more, ships; 
for although it is natural to look to tlic Russians to prevent those ships from doing any 
harm tp the eastward of Toulon, yet 1 can answer fur nothing but what is commiiied to 
the charge of English ships. 1 ^vas so little a while in England, and only ilirce times with 
the Minister, that 1 hardly entered into any business but my own. 1 hope both Austria and 
Russia have begun, and, if the War comes into Italy, 1 have proposed such a c ooperation 
on the part of England, that I am confident three months may if all parties arc agreed 
fiee Italy and Piedmont; but we must all put our shoulders to the wheel. 'Plie 

V 

<> The Eaiyalas wm detached on September 86 to Admiral Collingwood, with orders to put liinisell’ under F,oiil 
''Nelaop't. command. 

• la i lettar on the same diqr to,^miral Knight, Lord Nelson ?ttid, " I was only twonty five days trom ditmcr 
‘ to dinftat abi^t from the. Victory;" and be then adds, In our sevrra/ ttaliona, my dear Jdmiral, u,e mn^l alt 
ear lAoaMfW to ttia wtUetf and make the great macAttte tf the liett intrmted to our charge, go ou smoothly. 

■ V'ot. n. . .'•’i-’v' 5 Q 
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coinbniod rU’oi iu Cadi;^ is thirty five or thirty six sail of the line, and eight at Carthagena. 

1 have iwrnly three sail of the line, and six occasionally at Gibraltar and to have an eye * 
upon the ships at Carthagena. The French have made an exchange of aii old French 74 
for (he Santa Anna, a Spanish first rate. Be assured 1 am your Excellency’s most faithful 
Ricnd.” — To Sir A. Bally Sept. 30. “ My dear Ball; I got fairly into the Fleet yesterday, 
aiivl under all circumstances I find them as perfect as could be expected... Tlte force is 
at present not so large as might be wished, but I will do my best with it; they will give 
me more when they can, and J am not come forth to find difficulties, but to remove them. 

1 know' not a word of Sir .lames Craig or his troops, or what they arc going about, except 
as the man said of the I’arson, he preached altout doing good, and so Ministers talked of our 
troops doing good to the Common Cause ; but J was so little a time in England, and not 
more than four times in London, that really I could hardly talk of any thing seriously but 
naval matters.” 

(180.5.) In some previous letters from him on his arrival in England, his liberal 
opinion respecting Sir llobcrt Calder has been noticed, a liberality which they who were 
imiinalc wi(h those Officers will be the best enabled to appretiate. Nelson’s feelings on 
this subject appear also in other letters, but particularly in the following one to I/>rd 
]larham, dated Sept. 30. “ My dear Lord : I did not fail immediately on my arrival, to 
deliver your message to Sir Robert Calder, and it will give your Lordship pleasure to find, 
as it has me, that an Inquiry is what the Vice Admiral wishes, and that he had written to 
you by the Nautilus, which I detained, to say so. Sir Robert thinks that he can clearly 
])r()vc. It was not iu his power to bring the combined Squadrons again to Battle. It would 
be only taking up your time, were I to enter more at large on all our conversation; but 
Sir Robert felt so much, even at the idea of ))eing removed from his own ship which he 
commanded, in the face of the Fleet, that I much fear 1 shall incur the censure of the 


Board of Admiralty, without your Tiordship's infiucuce witli the members of it. 1 may be 
thought wrong, as an Officer, to disobey the orders of the Admiralty, by not insisting on 
Sir Robert Calder’s <iuitling the Prince of Wales for the Dreadnought, and for parting 
with a 90 gun ship, before the force arrives w'hich their Lordships have judged necessary. 
Bui, I trust, that I shall be (considered to have done right as a Man, and to a brother OfiBloer 
in aiUiction — my heart could not stand it, and so tlte thing must rest. I shall submit to 
the wisdom of the Board to censure me or not, as to them may seem best for theServloe: 


I shall bow with all due respect to their decision.” 

In a letter to a friend, Avhich has been printed, he .described his 
the Mediterranean Fleet, as causing the sweetest sensaltioif of his It^ 




n OB rejoining 
Seers mho cam 


on hoard to welcome mp return, forgot my rank, as Comnuu^^ in tie guthusiasm witM • 
tihic/i they greeted me. As soon as those emotions were, past, 1 befofpJ^fp Jha Planrli^ 



427 

preokmly arranged for attacking the Enemy \ and it was not only my pleasure to find it 
generally approved^ but clearly perceived and understood. — Plan had been drawn ii]) 
by Lord Nelson during his pursuil of the French Fleet to the West lndi(‘s, and contains 
the great Principles of Duty in a British Admiral on coming to Aeiion with an Enemy. 
On his return to England it had been perused by some of his minisicrial friends and 
generally admired, a»id a copy of it was deposited with TiOrd Barham at the Admi- 
ralty. As the result of deep reflection from so great an Ofliccr, who repeatedly led our 
brave seamen to victory, and having been written when in jiursuit of a superior force 
which he had resolved not only to attack, but if possible to annihilate, its vajue to all 
professional men is inestimable; and to other readers it will afford considerable inlercsi, as 
giving a view of the ideas which Lord Nelson entertained on resuming the Mediterranean 
command. 

“ The^ business of an English Commander in Chief being first to bring an Enemy’s 
Fleet to Battle, on the most advantageous terms to himself (I mean that of laying his ships 
close on board the Enemy as expeditiously as possible), and secondly, to continue them 
there without separating until the business is decided; I am sensible beyond this olycct 
it is not necessary that 1 should say a word, being fully assured that the .\dmirals and 
Captains of the Fleet 1 have the honour to command, will, knowing my precise object 
that of a close and decisive Battle, supply any deficiency in my not making signals; 
which may if extended beyond these objects either be misunderstood, or if waited for 
very probably, from various causes, be impossible for the Commander in Chief to make: 
therefore it will only be requisite for me to state in as fmv words as possibles the; various 
modes in which it may be necessary for me to obtain my object, on which depends not 
only the Honour and Glory of our Country, but ])ossibly its safety, and with it that of all 
Europe from French Tyranny and Oppression. 

" If the two Fleets are both willing id fight, but little manoeuvring is necessary, the 
less the betteri a day is soon lost in tliat business; therefore I will only suppose that the 
Enemy's Fleet being to leeward, standing close upon a wind on the starboard lack, and 
that I am nearly ahead of them standing on the larboard tack, of course 1 should weather 
diem.'' TheWeaUier must be supposed to be moderate; for if it be a gale of wind, the 
manoeuvring of both Fleets is but of little avail, and probably no decisive Action would 
take j^flace with the whole Fleet. Two Modes present themselves; one to stand on just out 
of gun shot until the van ship of my line would be about the centre ship of the Enemy, 
then' m(ake‘ the signal to wear together, then bear up, engage with all our force the six 
or ’five van' shipa^ of the' Enemy, passing certainly if opportunity offered through their 
fin^ This WOaltf '|>reveilt their bearing up, and the Action from the known briw cry and 
CQHduet df the Admirids ah^ Captains, would certainly be decisive : the second or third 

f Vjfom the M. S. in Ix>rd St, Vincent’s possessiun. 



rear ships of the Kneiiiy would act as they please, and our ships would give a good account 
of them should they persist in mixing with our ships. The other Mode would be, to stand 
uiuier an easy but commanding sail directly for their headmost ship, so as to prevent the 
Enemy from knowing vdicthcr I should pass to leeward or windward Of him. In that 
situation, I would make the signal to engage the Enemy to leeward, and to cut through 
their Fleet about the sixth ship from the van, passing very close; they being on a wind 
and you going large, could cut their line when you please. The van ships of the Enemy 
would by the time our rear came abreast of the van ship, be severely cut up and our van 
could uol^ expect to escape damage. 

** I would then have our rear ship, and every ship in succession wear, continue the 
Action with cither the van ship, or second ship, as it might appear most eligible from her 
crippled slate; and this mode pursued, I see nothing to prevent the capture of the live or 
six ships of the Enem 3 '’s van. The two or three ships of the Enemy's rear must cither bear 
up, or wear; and, in either case, although they would be in a belter plight probably than 
our two van ships (now the rear), yet limy wotdd be separated, and at a distance to lcc< 
ward so as to give our ships lime to rcht, and by that time, 1 believe, the Battle wottld 
from the judgment of the Admiral and Captains, be over witli the rest of them. Signals 
iroin these moments are useless, when every man is disposed to do his duty. The great 
object is for us to 8U})porl each other, and to keep close to the Enemy and to leeward 
of him. 

** If the Enemy are running away, then the only signals necessary will be, to engage 
the Enemy as arriving up with them; and the other ships to pass on for thie second, third, 
iVc. giving if possible a close hre into tlie Enemy in passing, taking care to give our ships 
engaged notice of your intention.” 


(1805.) The health of the Mediterranean Fleet, to which Lord Nelson paid such unre- 
mitted attention, greatly depended on his keejmig the Moors in good humour; and no 
one ever succeeded in that respect better than he did. A letter, by his desire, had been 
addressed by the King to the Emjrcror of Morocco with the valuable presents that w'ere 

' V- f , 

scat out. The dilfereuces with the Dey of Algiers had been adjusted, and as his Highness^ 
life had been placed in imminent danger, from one of those sudden convulsions, so cont> 
mon amongst the Barbary States, the .Admiral sent his congjWtulations, fr(^. ,off Qadlz, 
Sept. 27, 'informing his Highness that a frigate had t:|eeh sept.&f t^ expi^^^j^t^pose of 
carrying the presents, and nutking inquiries respecting his health : .“l thM\.k |^diil^ Highness,” 
added TK)rd Nelson, “ will l)e glad So hear of my return .^. the cbminWd o/hk Majesty's 
Fleets in .the Mediterranean : And 1 rely that nothing ;HriD ever be permitted to happen 
which can interrupt the most perfect harmony, and gbod^und^tahd|ng whiOb exists 
bciwc('n your Highness and the Regency, and the British Natiop.— I am cohWent that 
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•your Highn^s will give orders for the most friendly reception of British ships in all the 
ports in your dominions, and that they shall be furnished for their money with every article 
they may want to purchase. I shall be very anxious for the return of the frigate, that 1 
may know thie state of your Highness* health; and I beg that your Highness will be 
assured, of the most high esteem of Nelson and Bronte.** ^ * 

(ISOiS.) Vice Admiral Collingw6od*s Order for the Blockade of Cadia and San Lucar, 
had been addressed on the 23d of Juno to B.car Admiral Louis in the Canopus, coin> 
manding the ^vanced Squadron off Cadiz ; and on the ensuing 4lb of Septcinl>er, further 
directions had been issued to Admiral Louis, to prevent Vessels laden with Provisions from 
enterihg Ayamonte neartlte niouth of the Guadiana, and also the Enemy's Port ofMagucr. 
On the 26th of the same month, in consequence of directions from tlie Admiralty dated 
the 21st, Admiral Collihgwood had also given Orders to the advanced Squadron to respect 
such licences as had been granted to certain British Merchants resident in Spain, to 
ij^port merchandize into their own country. Lord Nelson, on the 1st of October, in 
writing to Lord Castlereagh, one of the Secretaries of State, entered at some length on the 
subject of this Blockade, and the situation of the Enemy's Fleets. ** My Lord : The far 
greater part of the Com|>iaed Fleets is in the harbour, and indeed none can be called in 
the Bay of Cadiz, they lie in such a position abreast of the town, and many entirely 
open over the narrow strip of land, that..Coloncl Congreve’s Rockets, if they will go one 
mile and a half, must do execution. ISven should no ships be burnt, yet it would make 
Cadiz so very disagreeable, 'that they would rather risk an Action than remain iu Port. I 
do.assiiie your Lordship, that myself and many thousands in the Fleet will feel under the 
l^eateit ol^igations to Colonel ’Congreve. But I think with your Lordship’s assistance, we 
it bett^ chance of fonitug th^ out by want of provisions : it is said hunger will 
break ti^U|^ stone walls, oura is only a wall of wood. The French arc sending provisions 
of air khids from NaniiZ, C^Weaux ai^ oUicr Ports in tlic Bay, in Danish Vessels, (‘ailed 
eqnlse Dnnish prepj^y, to Ayamontej( Cdnil, Algeziras, and other little Ports from 
Marty's to Ali^ili^ ; , whence it would be conveyed in their coasting boats 
wallet intempi^b.!^; Cadiz, and thus the Fleets be supplied witli provisions 
mqcN^ridjQ. 'Vice Ctdlfngwotod has most pioperly directed their being 

abd ienk^ GibirklttU', in the Vice Court of 'Admiralty. 1 have 

g^^^bk^plsV^I'a^ able enough to se 


see the propriety and- necessity of 
"iz^hich the is nugatory and we should only have 

aiijr benelEit to us, or real distress to our Enemies. 

ijjlt «p«riginally to tbvlnw, but posMsutig luch a turn for media. 

> i|ikipfQTcapDient and discovery of many useful inventions. He Inu 
Corps of Royal Cornwall MioerSa 

... *. L... * , 
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I'lierc never was a place so proper to be blockaded at this moment as Cadiz. I havo 
iherefurc to request that your Lordship will take the proper measures, 'that the OiHcers 
under iny orders may not get into any pecuniary scrape by their obedience ; and, should 
it be thought proper to allow the Enemy’s Fleet to be victualled, that 1 may be informed 
soon as possible....! can have nothing, as an Admiral, to say upon the propriety of 
granting Licences ; but front what your Lordship tolil me of the intentions of Ministers 
respecting the neutral trade, it strikes me, some day it may be urged that it was not for 
the sake of Blockade, but for the purpose of taking all the trade into her own hands, that 
Great Britain excluded the Neutrals. V^mr Lordship's wisdom will readily conceive all 
that Neutral Courts may urge at this apparent injustice, and of Might overcoming Right.” 

(1805.) The Honourable Captain Blackwood had w'ceived orders from Rear Admiral 
Louis, commanding the advanced S<piadron off Cadiz, dated the 29lh of September, to 
take such a station in the Euryalus Frigate off that Harbour, as from circumstances of 
wind and weather might be best adapted for watching the motions of the Enemy's Fleet, 
and ])rcvcnling Vessels from entering or coming out unperceived. He bad also been 
<lireclcd to Uikc his Majesty’s ship Hydra, Captain George Mundy, under his orders. The 
re))orl made to Lord Nelson by Admiral TiOuis, on the first of October, was, , that thirty 
four Ships of the Line, (eighteen French and sixteen Spanish) witli four Frigates and two 
Brigs, were ready for sea in the outer harbour of Cadiz ; and on the next day, October 2, 
Captain Blackwood sent his Lordship word, That within the last few days there had 
been a great deal of bustle and movoiiicnls in Cadiz ; every one capable of serving had 
been sent on board the Ships, and the French Troops, disembarked on their arrival, had 
been rcimbarked.” — Lord Nelson replied on the 4tb, “I am momentarily expecting the 
Phoebe, (lion. T. B. Capel) ; Sirius, (Captain Prowse) ; Naiad, (Captain T. Dundas) ; and 
Niger, (Captain J. Hillycr), from Gibraltar, two of which shall be with you directly. If 
you can meet them, and there be any way of sending information and their despatches, 
keep Naiad and Fbmbe. Juno (Captain II. Richardson) is a fixture between Capes* 
Trafalgar and Spartel. Mars, Colossus, and Defence will be stationed fbjur leagues east 
from the Fleet, and one of them advanced to the east towards Cadiz, and as near as pos- 
sible in that latitude. The Fleet will be from 8i.vteen to eighteen leagues west of Cadiz ; 
therefore if you thrdw a Frigate west from you, most probably in fine weather we shall 
dsiily communicate. In firesh breezes, easterly, I shall work. Up foif Cadiz, wUVer getting to 
the northward of it ; and, in the event of hearing they standing out of Cadiz, carry a 
press of sail to. the southward towards Cape Spartel and'Araebe. lam wHibig regular 
Instructions for the guidance of the Frigates ; but I am confident these gentry will not 
slip through our fingers, and that we shall ^ve a good accountnf them although they may 
be su{)crior in numbers.” . . 
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• (1805.) lti$ AO less cxtraordinarj than true, that a want of Frigates and Small Vessels 

has been tlie general complaint of all Commanders of large Fleets from the American War 
to the present da^. When it is considered how greatly the successful operations of a Fleet, 
watching that of an Enemy, depend on its number of Frigates and Sloops, it behovtis tlie 
Administration of our Country in particular, to leave no room for their Naval Commanders 
cither at home or on foreign stations, to shift a degree of responsibility on that account, 
from themselves to the Admiralty. Lord Nelson uniformly represented this evil to the 
different Members of the Cabinet, but without removing it. On the .5lh of Oclol)er in 
writing to Lord Castlercagh, he touches on this subject. “ 1 have only two U'rigatcs to 
watch them, and not one with the Fleet. I am most exceedingly anxious for more Kyes, 
and hope the y\dmiralty arc hastening them to me. The last Fleet was lost to me for want 
of Frigates, God forbid this should.’* — When writing on the same day to Lord llarhnm, the 
Admiral did not fail to call his attention to the same defect in the Mediterranean Flet'l. 

My dear Lord : Tlic French and Spanish shij)s have taken the Tmops on board, which 
had been landed on their arrival, and it is said that they mean to sail the first fresh 
Levant wind ; and as the Carthagena ships arc ready, and when seen a few days ago had 
their topsail yards hoisted up, it looks like a Junction. The position I have taken for this 
month, is from sixteen to eighteen leagues west of Cadiz: for although it is most desirable 
that die Fleet should be well up in the easterly winds, yet I must guard against being 
caught with a westerly wind near Cadiz, as a Fleet of ships with so many lliree dcckci-s, 
would inevitably be forced into the Straits, and then Cadiz would be pci-fectly free for the 
Enemy to come out with a westerly wind, as they served Lord Keith in the laic War. I 
am most anxious" for the arrival of Frigates; less than eight with the Brigs, &c. as wc 
settled, I find are absolutely inadequate for this service, and to lie with the Fleet. And 
Capes Spartel, Canlin, or Blanco, and the Salvages, must be watched by fast sailing N’csscls 
in cate any Squadron should escape. I have been obliged to send six sail of ihe line to 
water and get stores at Tetuan and Gibraltar, for if I did not begin, I should be very soon 
obliged to tak^ thei .wioie Fleet into the Straits. I have twenty three sail with me, and 
should they come out, ,1 shalljoimcdiately bring them to Battle. But although I slumld 
not doubt of spoiling fijnyVoykgc they may attempt, yeti hope for the arrival of the 
ships fiom England, that; ak An Encm/s Fleet they may be annihilated : Your Lordship 
may rely upon everjr e|;ei^^/ ' , • 

The Admiral on die.sanie. dfcy,*Ocrofter 5, sent the Fickle Schooner, Lieutenant J. 
Lapenotiere, to Capi^n 3lAiel()!rood, to assist him for a few days on the look out: “ Per- 
haps,"* added Lold Nelson, “ with an easterly wind you could anchor a Frigate Ixjtweeu 
<7a»tig and the Pedro Sh6Afa> taking care that she did not anchor until two hours after 
dark, and dw£t, she weighi^^' two hours before, day**— On the morning of the Clh all 



■ 

remained quiet at Cadiz; and th^ Picklfi Schooner render^ an Wsential s^ice/bj^'^p- 
turing a Portuguese settee with a cargo of bullocks iirom Tan|;ter|^ ip[ be bound to 

Villa Real, that was endeavouring with a fresh breeze at East to worlc ii;ftp Cadiz, ^ii 



other points of roy Command, let the Enemy escape for waht of the ^t:s q^}Ke 'fleett I 
should consider myself as most highly reprehensible. Never less^tban eight iii^t^^Vnd. 
three good fast sailing brigs, should always be widi die Fleet to watch Cadiz' ; and to i^ry 
transports in and out to refit it, would lake at least ten andii^ bHgs, to do that Mrvice 
well. At-prc^u|I have only been able to collect two^ yrhk^'m^es me very uneasy.** 
Ships, said Lord ^ifelson afterwards, are I see wanied^everywh^etot^ ^ patchiti^ of the Fleet 
in Cadiz is my first ohject. 

** We shall have these Fellows put at l^t, my deaf Lo^ 
when writing oh the 6tb). 1 firmly believe they have 
sisted in Cadiz— Pheir supply' fironi, France 
Lord, I will give you my ideas : If the Eoemy ifiii'to sml witl 



Admiral Collingwood 

f lat tlmy-'q^o^>j^*Wib> 
i;' blfv.> Amdr hWj my 


.‘■V; 

an 
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not bound- to the Mediterranean, and your Lordship inity depend’ oh Ct^iia^na 
Squadron is intended to join them. If thhy efiect that^ and with a' strong eazti^jy^wmd 



they may, they will present themselves to us with forty ^ould Louis, 
fortune, fall in with the Carthagena Squadron, I am'spm hV']i^lQ)d turn, 
for they would expect the whole Fleet was after them'r ^^hmpV^ the Carimg^^i^TOple. 
were expected, they opened the light '‘House.** ^ /*' '■ 

(1805.) Everyday now brought ftesh reamn to expect, that beftife it was 
Enemy would put to sea: the anxiety of 'every OfiScer was surpassed by whM ^ At" ' 
endured, “ I verily believe,** said he oh .^e 6th in writing to Mr, ** 


try will soon be put to some expense dn- my acppdtat, either k 
Pension and Honours; fori have noVihe smallest di^bVj!^ttbli|> 
hours, will put us in Battle. The Subcess'^iSo Man chn insufbi but fpf ^ 




*> Admiral Collingwood Uiortly afteiWarda,' wfa& Icsving the Dte^lKmgliC A^}rSI|| 

expressed his hopes that it wMild not be loogMhe^i^^iSlteH^ havc^.,opporMBi^‘df jiJ ' '**■ ’ 
his confidence had not been iBis|^ac<td, hd^ V 
omitted: “I have bad a little distress abont two-lichtenaQlail ' ' 
right nrm ond the i 
tbclr names arc 


. >':*** . •« 
* S' 


r toSS 

lie spirit that puts every tMhg ib nfbrioki ; 

Palmer and Hewson, and then I will take my^Sigtial l^esrinanr, ] 


mi 
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^ if thc^ Are to be got at, I pledge myself: and I am very, very, very anxious for tlie arrival 
of tbe fbree intcndcd>:> for the thing will he done if a few more days elapse, and 1 want 
for the sake of our>Counlry that it should be done so eilcclually, as to have nothing to 
wish for : and What will signify Ihc force the day after the Battle. It is, as Mr. Pitt 
knows, AnnihUatim that the Country wants, and not merely a splendid Victory of twenty 
three to thirty six — honourable to the parties concerned, but absolutely useless in the 
extended scale to bring Buonaparte to his marrow bones. Numbers can only annihilate. 
I think not for myself, but my Country.” — ^'Phroughout the whole day and fniquently the 
night, did this great Officer give his unwearied attention to the complicated objects, 
which his comiiiabd«^<th9t> critical moment more particularly embraced, llis mind was 
every where, passing with a rapidity scarc^y human throughout every cireuinsiancc of 
duty, and forming with accuracy a just conception of tlie intentions *of the Enemy : You 
may rely on if, said he, fAey mil come out, and Jight, if forced to Battle. He never went to 
his short and disturbed rest, without providing for the contingencies of the* night : “ With 


this Swell,” wrote he on the 6th to Admiral Collingwood, “ 1 think w'c had better at half 
past four or five o'clock, make the signal for all Boats to repair on board ; and to keep 
the wind under three topsails and foresail for the night, and direct the ships with the 
transports in tow to keep to windward — this clear Night we need not mind the order of 
sailing, even if we want to wear in the night. Should, the Swell get up before the evening, 
telegraph' me, and the boats shall be hoisted in, and we will make sail.” — JVith the bmineas 
of such a Fleet, observed he to Mr. Elliot, I am not very idle ; therefore, if I only wife uhat 
ia moat intereating far you to hiow, you muat excuae the other kind of tcriting. 

(1805.) The French at that time, at Toulon, had one ship of the line ready for '‘sea, 
another fitting, and a ship had been launched at Genoa. They had also three frigates, 
and three corvettes which had been at Algiers, and were then cruising on the coast of 
France and'Geooa, and towards Leghorn. The Eurydice, Captain Ilostc, was employed 


looking' outs 'uiif^;!>C}ape.St.J^ to intercept the Enemy's victuallers coming frotii the 
Bay : and A saiUdg Frigate dr l§roop;:'as-^ddirW‘thu 'proper number of ships arrived, 
was intendi^, to be sent off Cape Canlin, and also off the Salvages, in case any Squadron of 
■ the Kmuay '^didd escape ftpm Cadiz. On the 7th of October the Amphiun, Captain 
Jr.’Sttttddf Jjoi^ ft Transport fhmi Lisbon, and a letter from Lord Strangibrd ; and 

the, nith Transports from Gibraltar. On the next day the 

a Spanish Privateer. On the 8lh of October the 

ofti; dear upon all .oocations,” laid. 'Lord N^UjporJiw another letter, without vere- 

Adniridi^,date40etober8. • 


vote tU 
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Pha^bc Prigate» and Wcazel, CapUiin Peter Parker, joined Captain Blackwood, but 
Captain Parker was only detained to convey intelligence to Lord Nelson. The 8th was 
the first day since Captain Blackwood had been stationed off the Harbour's mouth, that 
his detachment enjoyed a sufficiently commanding breeze to reconnoitte the Enemy’s 
I'uVop. It was found to consist of thirty four sail of the Line, three of which were tliree 
di'cked ships, with five Frigates, one Corvette, and three Brigs. Six Admirals Flags were 
flying. The French ships had their top gallant yards up, and sails bent. The Fickle 
was immediately sent with this intelligence to the Fleet. In writing to the Hon. Brigadier 
General Stewart, on that day, Lord Nelson said, ** 1 have thirty six sail of the line looking 
me in the face, unfortunately there is a strip of land between us, but it is believed they 
will come to sea in a few days. The sooner the better, I dont like to have these things 
upon my mind ,* and if I see my way through the Fiery Ordeal, I shall go home and rest 
for the winter, and sliall rejoice to take you, my dear Stewart, by the hand. Some day or 
other that Buonaparte, if he lives, will attempt the Invasion and Conquest of Great Britain. 
Thu making our Volunteers and Militia soldiers was a wise plan, and we were very near 
having occasion to use them. Good Captain Hardy is still with me. Believe me ever 
your most sincere and faithful Friend.” 

When Admiral Louis, with the regular allotment of ships, Canopus, Spencer, Queen, 
Tiger and Zealous, had been sent to Gibraltar to procure a supply of water. Captain 
George 'Duff of the Mara succeeded to the command of the advanced squadron, for the 
time : consisting of his own ship, with the Defence, Captmn George Hope, the Colossus, 
Captain J. N. Monis, and the Ajax, Captain W. Browne. On the 4th of October the 
Admiral had sent the following directions to Captain Duff: ** As the Enemy's Fleets may 
be hourly expected to put to sea from Cadiz, I have to desire that you will keep with the 
Mara, Defence, and Colossus, from three to four leagues between the Fleet and Cadiz, in 
order that I may get the information from the Frigates stationed off that Fort, as expedi- 
tiously as possible. Distant signals to be used, when Flags, from the state of the weather, 
may not readily be distinguished in their Colours. If the Enemy be out, or coming out, 
fire guns by day, or night, in order to draw my attention. In thick weather, the ships are 
to close within signal of the Victory : one of the ships to be placed to nHndward, or rather 
to the eastward of the other two, to extend the distance of seeing; and kave desired 
Captain Blackwood to throw a Frigate to the westward of CadiiK, for the ‘purpose of an 
easy and early communication.” — Captain Duff, in writing te^his.wife, Qotdkw 8, thus 
spoke of Lord Nelson : “ He ceruunly is the pteasantest Adnihnd lever ser^p^ under. He. 
is so good a man, that we all wish'tb db’what he likes srithc^*any kim .of Orders. I 

■ ■ .'V ' 

' See a Memoir of Captun Durr furoiiked by hit family, (Naval Cbrontcle, Vol. ,)5,' Pms S0S«) . 
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have been employed for this week past to paint the ship after the "Nelson mode, which 
most of the fleet are doing "—On the 9th, according to the Admiral's Diary, he sent the 
Nelson mode to his friend Collingwood ; and such were the high spirits and good humour 
that prevailed throughout the Fleet, then daily expecting a desperate Battle with a superior 
force, that their evenings were often spent in attending the "theatrical performances AYhlcli 
were exhibited in almost every ship. These performances kept up tlie cheerfulness and 
health of the men, and generally concluded a quarter before eight o’clock with God save 
the King." 

On the 9th of October, Lord Nelson, then nineteen leagues from Cadiz, in writing to 
the Captain of the Euryalus, said, “Let us have them out, n>y dear Blackwood. 
Agamemnon, Belleislc, and Superb, aud very probably London, arc this moment on their 
passage ; therefore if "Mr. Deeres means to come forth, if he would lake my advice (which 
I dare say he will not) he had better come out directly. They who know more of Cadiz 
than you or 1 do, say, tliat after these Levanters come several days of fine weather, westerly 
.winds, fine sea breezes, aud a land wind at night ; and that if the Enemy are bound into 
the Mediterranean, they would come out in the night, which they have always done, 
placing lights on die porpoises and the Diamond, and the shoal off Cadiz, run to the 
southward and catch the sea breeze off the mouth of the Gut, and push through, whilst 
we might have little winds in the offing. In short watch all points, and all winds and 
weathers. Remember me to Capel, Parker, Mundy, and Captain Prowse.” 

(1805.) To Admiral Collingwood, Oct, 9. “ My dear Coll, Captain Blackwood will 
have five Frigates and a Brig, they surely cannot escape us. 1 shall be glad to see you 


"The ships painted as usual with two yellow streaks, but the port holes black, which gave them an appearance 
of being chequered. 


■ This Amusement had been, encouraged by the noble Admiral so far back as 1786, when Captain of the Horens, 
(See Vol. 1, Page 98.) The fUloWing is an extract from a Prologue, that was delivered during their Blockade 
of Cadh^ in 1805, on board the Britannia, ^rd Nmhesk, who was present. 


Tee I he foresees— confirm hit prospects. Heaven I 
Yon cooped op Boasters to your wishes given. 

Sees their proud Ensigus from their Standards torn, 
Thdr vaOquish’d Navies in our Triumph borne ; 

Sees added laurels grace onr Nelson's brow. 
Victory hovering o’er bis glowing prow, 

HTis conquering Banners o’er the waves Utifurl’d, 
And Britain’s Thunder rale die Witery World ! 


Ifaught of Prescience to the Mute bdbng, 

Bpin, soon the seeoey her Song 

Bh l^ing tolonri AcQ'iehfib your eyes. 

And Heaven iball’hB Bi’ Aospideus Morn arise." 


certain.^ Vlll^jive ccauBaaded. 
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mourned in the Royal Sovereign; but change at your leisure. You will t{diiure her as a 
far better ship than the Victory. 1 had rather that all the ships burnt a blue light, or 
false fire ; for it must oflcn happen that the cause of wearing is a change of wind, and 
oflen a very confused sea ; and a ship may be very anxious from variouif circumstances 
to be assured that her neighbour astern has wore, as the Line from the above circumstances 
would be entirely broken : it is perfectly understood that unless in very fine weather, or 
extraordinary circumstances, the Fleet will not be directed to wear in succession. We 
have found the comfort of blue lights and false fires in the Mediterranean, where the wind 
changes so often. I send you ray Plan of Attack, as far as a man dare venture to guess 
at the very uncertain position the Enemy may be found in. But, my dear Friend, it is 
to place you perfectly at ease respecting my Intentions, and to give full scope to your 
judgment for carrying them into effect : We can, my dear Coll, have no little Jealousies. 
We have only one great Object in view, that of annihilating our Enemies, and getting a 
glorious Peace for our Country. No man has more confidence in another than I have 
in you, and no man will render your services more justice than your very old Friend, 
Nelson and Bhontb." 


( 1805 .) It is impossible to read this letter without giving its great and noble Writer 
the tribute of a tear, without feeling that the hand which wrote it was in a few days cold 
in death : but it was the Death he wished for, it was the Sleep in which the Brate have' 
delighted to rest. The following is the Plan of Attack which was inclOsed> ** Vifiior^r^ 
Cadizt October 9th. Thinking it almost impossible to bring a Fleet of forty sail of the 
line into a line of Battle, in variable winds, "thick weather, and other circumstances which 
must occur, without such a loss of lime that the opportunity would probably be lost, of 
bringing the Enemy to battle in such a manner as to make the business decisive; 1 have 
therefore made up my mind to keep the Fleet in that position of sailing, wiUi the excep» 
tiun of the first and second in command, that the Order of Sailing is to be the Order of 
Battle : placing the Fleet in two lines of sixteen ships each, wjth an advanced squadron 
of eight of the fastest sailing two decked ships, which will always make, if wanted, a line 
of twenty four sail on whichever line the Commander in Chief inigr direct. The second 
in Command will, after my intentions are made known to him* hdim the edtife direction of 
his Line to make the attack upon the Enemy, and to follow apthe.bk>w.unt!lt^y,are - 
captured qr destroyed. , ;»• : 

If the Enemy's Fleet should be seen to windward in Utte atsH lii^ thotwo 

lines and the advanced squadron could feteh tbenh foep.wiU.pj^^ly b^ 
their Van could not succour their Rear: 1 should therafol^ pK^bly, ma^';^ second in 
command's signal to lead through about their iweUUi ship from, theirlreiar, or wh^ver he 
could fetch, if not able to get so far advanced. My line would lead thrppj^ their 


> I 
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^ Cehtiifi} and tha’advanccd Squadron to cut twro^ or three, or four ships ahead of their centre, 
so as to insure gelling at their Commander in Chief, whom every ciTort should be made 
to capture. The whole impression of the British Fleet must lx: to overpower from two or 
three ships aheaU of their Commander in Chiel^ supposed to be in the centre, to the rear 
of their Fleet. I will suppose 20 sail of the Enemy’s Line to lx: untouched : it must be 
some time before they could perform a manoeuvre, to bring their force compact to attack 
any part of the British Fleet engaged, or to succour their own ships, which indeed would 
be impossible without mixing with the ships engaged. The Enemy’s Fleet is supposed to 
consist of 46 sail of the Une^ British Fleet of 40. If either be less^ only a proportiotyite number 
of Enemy’s ships are to be cut of: British to be one fourth superior to the Enemy cut of. 

“ Something must be left to chance, nothing is sure in a Sea Fight beyond all others. 
Shot will carry away the masts and yards of friends as well as foes. JUit 1 look with 
confidence to a Victory, before the van of the Enemy could succour their rear; and then, 
that the British Fleet would most of them be ready to receive their 20 sail of the line, or 
to pursue them, should they endeavour to make off. If the Van of the Enemy tacks, the 
captured ships must run to leeward of the British Fleet ; if the Enemy wears, the British 
must place themselv^ between the Enemy, and the captured and the disabled British 
ships : and, should the Enemy close, 1 have no fears as to the result. 

The second in Command will, in all possible things, direct the movements of his 
^ Line, by keeping them as compact as the nature of circumstances will admit. Captains 
are to look to their particular Line as their rallying point; but, in case .Sigiials can neither 
be seen nor perfectly understood, no Captain can do very wrong, if he places his ship 
alongside that of an Enemy. 

“ Of the intended Attach from to fFindwardt the Enemy, in Line of Battle, ready to 
ftieioe.an attack:* 




} 


British. 




1%e of thef l^ijtUh Fleet will be brought nearly within gunshot of the Enemy's 

^ ‘ .. Lt-li-i _ 1 . .. .1. . . .1 


• Enemy. 


Centre;* 1 


(.zniMtpiobnbly, then be made for the Ice line to bear up together, 
to itot bQ 'saii^V.eiyBn 'peering sails (Vide Instructions, page 17, Signal Book, 
.to Ap til order to get as quickly as possible to the Enemy's 

Li^ and, nt the twelfth ship from the Enemy’s Bear : some ships 

•<>> bwnithe stattip of Lord Nelmn*. original genius nnd skill in naval 

. vlideraeatb, the British Eicet formed into two principal lines, in 
' WjB^enj,^^itlg another smaller line termed by the Adittiial the advant'ed 
ptA^iloa, the titree BiTitioni haring approached to a convenient dis- 



IfSlJttijlf' ltd W ll^ward in order of battle on the larboard tack, with the heads 
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may uoi get tlirough their exact place, l?ut they Avould always be at ha^d to assist their 
lrictuls,aiid if any arc thrown round the Rear of the Enemy, they would effectually complete ‘ 
the busi])css of 12 sail of the Enemy. Should the Enemy wear together,' or bear up and 
sail large, still the 12 ships, composing in the lirsl position the Enemy's rear, are to be the 
object of attack of the Lee line, unless otherwise directed from the Commander in Chief : 
which is scarcely to be expected, sis the entire management of the Lee line after the 
intentions of the Commander in Chief arc signified, is intended to be left to the judgment 
of the Admiral commanding that line. 

“ The jreraainder of the Enemy’s Fleet, 34 sail, arc to be left to the management of the 
Commander in Chief, who will endeavour to take care that the movements of the second 
in Command are as little interrupted as is possible." 

(1805.) The Combined Fleets, on the lOtb of October, were close to the Porpoises and 
Diamond Rock at Cadia, and almost out of the harl^ur, and every thing tended to 
confirm Lord Nelson in his opinion, that their destination was the Mediterranean. On 
that day he issued some standing Orders, consisting of his last fourteen directions to 
the Fleet, copies of which were passed from ship to ship in the Icc, and weather line, to be 
signed by every Captain, and returned to the Victory. The fifth' of these shews his uni- 
form attention to the health of the seamen, and the sixth his great economy of government 
stores. The twelfUi was consonant with the prevailing humanity of his character : *» It is 
my jiariicular directions, that the Name and Family of every OfiScer, Seaman and Marine, 
who may be killed or wounded in Action with the Enemy, on board any of his Majesty's 


of their ships towards the North), the Admiral made the signal for his two codumna th.bear np, according to tho 
lust ructions in hib plan and reference to Signal Book; the track* of the t#o' colnmn* df Brilidi Ship* would; Inf. 
thatra»e, be icprcsented by the dotted lines cutting through the Enemy’s Linoof Battle, in tnriout directions, 
usU-rn or ahead of their leaders; Which manoeuvre was nearly what wa* put .in practice on the Stst, with the 
exception, that the British Fleet bore up by signal, in two colanuiB, whM dt die distance of ten or eleven miles 
from the Kneiny. 

WiniWta. ... 

Starboard or iJee Line, iS. '' , 


: ^ ^ ^ Lwboatd dr Weatfier.jLihe/ i6b •/. 


s.- 


Kear 


Enemy’s Line of Battle, 46, bearing nnd Sdnth. , ' 

■ ' 4 ^ -mii. 

4 Sec Appendix, N* 12 .' ' 
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^ ships and vessels under my command, is returned to me as soon after the circumsuincu 
happens as the service will admit of, agreeable to the annexed fonn; in order that 1 may 
transmit it to the Chairman of the Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's Coflee House, that the case 
of the relations' of those who fall in the Cause of their Country may be taken into 
consideration/' The different divisions of the Fleet were also instructed by one of the^ 
Orders, to bear the White or St. George’s Ensign, being kis own colours, in order to 
prevent confusion from a variety of flags, and to hoist Union Jacks at the forelop gallant 
stay of each ship, as a distinction. 

(1805.) On the same day, Oct. 10, he wrote again to his second in Comimhul: “My 
dear Coll, The Enemy's Fleet is all but out of the harbour; perhaps this night with llie 
northerly wind they may come forth, and with the westerly sea breeze tomorrow go into the 
Mediterranean. If the weatlier is fine, and we have plenty of drift, I shall lay to all night.” 
To Captain Blackwood, Oct. JO. “ liCt me, my dear Blackwood, know every movement. 
I reljathat we cannot miss getting hold of them, and I will give them such a shaking as 
they nev'er yet experienced, at least 1 will lay down my life in the attempt. We arc a very 
powerful Fleet and not to be had cheap. I have told Parker,' and do you direct, that 
ships bringing information of their coming out, are to fire guns every five minutes by the 
watch, atid in the night to fire rockets, if Uicy have them, from the mast head. I have 
nothing more to say ; they will, I hope, sail to night. Cadiz, East, 13 leagues, six A. M/' 

During the ensuing night, it blew so strong at N. W, that the Enemy could not 
venture to cast their ships loose; and their continuing thus in port, rendered the 
sitoation of the blockading Fleet very critical ; as Lord Nelson had been led to think, by 
a letter from his friend Admiral Young, that if the Enemy did not soon sail, he might 
r^lKsonably expect tli^ Brest Fleet: I must therefore, observed he in writing to that 
Officer, try and annihil^i .them, before the Cadiz Fleet can Join. On the next day, Oct. 11, 

‘ he described the manner in which he had stationed his ships, in a letter to Sir A. Ball : 


“ I havd five frigates, a brt|^.And a schobher, watching them closely, an advanced Squadron 
of fiwi sailing ships Jbetvitil^ me and the fHgates, and the body of the Fleet from fifteen to 
eightera. leagues west of Cadiz« I am aware there will be moments when it might be wished 
we were closer; Imt 1 have considered all possible circumstances, and l)clicve there will 
oflten be times in strpng ^es of westerly wind, when we may even wish ourselves farther 


o|^ wj^'ire shajti of bejng driven into the Mediterranean : when, if they choose 

ter no interruption; However, w'hcther I am right or wrong, 


1 is in England, settling the afUiii's 

of.hlsrillilill^^ miij^lhave Imd^his flag, if he pleased, in this Fleet. 

At' .il- ’_/• .. :i _r .1.* 1: i> • . 


t^enebe^ity of two sail of the line, two frigates, 
Peter. Parker’* Grandson. 
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and two sloops, to scour the Mediterranean from Toulon, Genoa, &c. &c. and to preserve ^ 
Sardinia— round the southern end of it to Toulon again, as a fixture. For, Malta, and the 
convoys to tlic Adriatic, &c. one small frigate, four good sloops of war, and the four vessels 
con)manded by Lieutenants." — Again, when writing a second letter, on the same day, 
to «Sir Alexander, You will see, my dear Ball, from the tenour of the letter addressed to 
you, that 1 have had much communication with his Majesty's Ministers upon the subject 
of preventing Sardinia from falling into the hands of the French ... I want that we should 
have a great weight in the Mediterranean ; and although 1 have made a very considerable 
iinpressioA on the minds of Mr. Pitt, Lords Mulgrave and Casllcreagh,' oflhe very great 
importance of fixing ourselves in the Mediterranean, yet perhaps tliat may wear off by 
absence. Howevtrr, I must say, they received all my little knowledge with much attention." 

(1805.) Lord Nelson daily found the advantage of the Station he had determined to 
keep, sixteen or eighteen leagues to the westward of Cadiz; for although it was possible 
that the Combined Fleets might get a few leagues before him into the Mediterranean^ yet 
that could not be put in com|)etition with the chance of the British Fleet being driven 
through the Straits. He ardently wished that some of his ships could have been changed 
for others, whose rate of sailing was better. He knew that the Enemy must ere long move 
from Cadiz, and might not volunteer an Action. / om, said he to Lord Baihiam, I long 
for faster sailing ships^ and^ if not three deckers^ two alongside an Enemp are better than th!re$ 
deckers a great way off , — As the day of the Battle approached, the convulsions of the 
Continent increased, and the danger that threatened Great Britain from the Brest' and 
RochfortSciuadrons, consequently became more considerable. The Continent, as be informed 
Admiral Tx)uis, was in motion, Austria had marched into Bavaria, and ^hc Russians were 
in Germany. Hanover was evacuated, and it was thought Prussia would join the Coalition. 
The Rociil'ort Squadron was not only out, but had taken the Cakuita and most of her 
convoy of South Sea whalers, and had chased very hard both the Agamemnon, Sir £. Berry, 
and TAimable, Hon. D. P. Bouverie, on their passage to. the Fleet; and it was by nb-means 
thought improbable by Lord Nelson, that the Rochforl Squadron might get to the squ^ 
ward and enter the Mediterranean. The Fleet was at this time very short of nieinr^<and 
the crews of the respective ships had in consequence a greater {KAIaaai labwir .to. 
undergo. Their health, however, continued as remfurkable, aa.' ^ general ^f^Brd^a^ 
cheerfulness that prevailed. ' v 

ITie weather on the 14th of October beemne more, pourable, and*tlliexqi)]fy'appfnh> 
hension was, lest the Enemy’s ships from being so much' erowdi^'nt the . 

might have suffered in the late galeft and be in consequence defiuoieil.' 

■ On die 24th of September, 1805, Lord Ca.4tler{!agh h«d omwered tbd AAaiiral.ip jtwpstShftSI the- 

subjcct of Sardinia. (See Jppendix, N" 13.) Lord Nelson replied by letter, deled 
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^ »” tl-at Jay Kni io OibnJlar, and 
7^ *“'' P'®*"'" ^ »'*o had .nccccded on Ihe death of the 

IW^jmd mtha complimentary letter from the Admiral. On the Mth, latrd Nelson 
^*e following mrangement of his ships. •Jl'he Defence and Agamemnon were on 
lh*t <foy pia^ fhom seven to eight leagues west ftom Cadia, and the Mam and Colossus’ 
faeces East from foe piain body of foe Fleet, - whowi station.” add. foe Admiral in 
his Diary, will be from fifteen leagues, to twenty, west of Cadiz, and by this chain I hope 
to have a constant communication with the frigates oflF Cadlz.»~ro Captain Blackwood, 
Oct<^U. « You will be speedily supported in ease of an attempt to drive fon off, I 
should like rfmaaiDgly to see them try it. I approve most highly of your cam of the Diligent 
st^hip, and thank you for your notice about the salvages, which shall be inserted. .Sir 
^chard Strachan was actually in scentof the French Squadron, I wish he were stromrer 
but lam sure he will spoil their cruising."-Lord Nelson's Diary then continues an accmn.i 
of bis proceedings to the morning of the twenty fimL—“ Wednesday, f^t. I6. Moderate 
westerly. All the forenoon employed in forming the Fleet into the onlcr of 
sai^ At noon ftes^ breezes W. S. W. and squally, in the evening fmsh gales. Knciny 
.«#b«oto, by signal fiom the. Weazel, Captain Peter Parker. Oct. 17 . Moderate breezes 

Gibraltar to get a ground tier of casks. Received accounts by 
that Sir Richard Strachan was supposed in sight of the French 
ft^b^iiSquadiron, which I hope is true. At midnight the wind came to the eastward 
0 &#a 6 er.l 8 . ene , weather, wind easterly, the Combined Fleets cannot have finer weather 
5 weather, wind easterly. At half past nine, the Mars 

one.ofthe look, out ships, repeated the signal,' Thai the Enemy was 
for a'general diase S. E. Wind at south, Cadiz bJaring 
At threethe Colossus (Capt. J. N. Morris) 
^ In die evening directed the Fleet to 
Britannia (Admiral Lord Northesk, Captain 
and Dreadnought (Captain John Conn), they 
. convenient; and for Mars, Orion (lion. E. 

' leviathan (Captain J.W. Baynlun), Bel. 

K. Redmill), to go ahead 
^ Straits mouth. Sunday, October 5 > 0 . 

i. Pheebe (Honourable T. B. Capel), 

1 swn near forty sail of ships of war 
Y, they could not get to 






/•^•tioned off the liarboaf^ inoiiih^ first lele- 
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the mouth of the Straits; we were between Tra&lgar and Cape SparteK The frigatese 
made the signal that they saw nine sail outside of the harbour'^-^Te the frigates 
Instructions ibr their guidance^ and placed Defence, Colossus, and Mars^ between' itte and 
tiie frigates* At Noon fresh gales and heavy rain— Cadis nine leaguesi "In the 

afternoon Captain Blackwood telegraphed, that the Enemy.^Miembd deiermined lac: go to 
the westward ; and that they shall not do if in the powN of N^on. to prevent/t^m. At 
five telegraphed Captain Blackwood, that I relied bpon his keei>ing sight of the £Dedi)|r. 
At five Naiad, (Captein T; Dundas)'inade t^e. si^al fbl ihirty otie sul of the Enemy 
N.N.E. * The ii^gales and' look out sldps sight of the Eneiuy aidst admirably idl 
night, and told nie by signals which tack th^ were upon. At eight P.M. we wore and 
stood to the S.W. and at four A.M. wore and stood to the N-E." • - , 

We now come to the great and terrible Day of the Battle when, as it has been so 
well expressed,* God cave us Victoby, but Nbesow died* 'He'-felt . that the- twenty 
first was the last dey of his bright Career, tliat it had been a memoi^le day in his ftmily, 
and he accordingly prepared to die, that his< Country might be d^dded from, the inve- 
terate Enemies of the civilised World. He knew that his ship would be the particular 
object of their fury, and that it was hardly possible he could -gp throuj^ the fiery Ordeal in 
safety. He passed the night, as he had formerly done that befiue the battle of Gdpenkagen, 
and his rest was short and interrupted. On the break of day, he thufc coinini^ei' the 
Justice of his cause, and his own safety/to the ovemiUng providened of Odd 
^reat God whom I worthy, grant to my Country and for tjjie hen^t, ^JEdripe in 
great and glorious Vtctoty; and may no misconduct in any one tamsh’i*,'dtt4-0gy 
after Victory^ he the ■ predominant feature in. the British l^ct.. For iHy^,fuuii v k^lfyf / 
commit my life to Hint who nude me, and may His bkising for 

serving my Country faithfully. To Him I resign mystify and the jtut, eejsj^iSMieA it. esdru^Ud 
me to defend. Amen. *> . ■ ' iV * 

It becomes painful and arduous to proceed in the Narrative; and timfpiri^/imh||d that 
has hitherto ventured^ so imperfectly, to record the bright evento ofJourNai&i^e yj 
career, falters in tracing the account of his last most glorious- day^.. . ' 
which he had so often worn on the day of Victory»and< which; 
veneration : The various splendid honours he, had lebeiyed ftW 'dif^^ 
plainly worked upon it, and the Star of die; Qrder of . |hd;^]pi(k 
worn with a peculiar pleasure, as the frte 'giift inf his Sorhrd 
the Battle and be nearest his heart when he fiillV 



Isdegi^V 
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• By hii Grace the Duke bi:.))^yoiMliu'e, iaMnneiliiu^ 

■ It hod been bis Cnstom for yean, to preierve athat jw'. 
omitted to wear the Sword,'<b tnuoh teganfsif/'whroh 
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* gained fhe^t and in Ilonouf I will die toith them. On leaving his Cabin he went over the 
.different decks, spoke to and encouraged his men with his usual affability, and saw that 
the preparation foe Battle was complete throughout the Ship. As he ascended the quarter 
deck laddcr.hc was greeted with three Cheers. 

Coptain Blackwood’s Memoir contains the following interesting account of the cunvdr> 
sationHbe had with Lord Nelson on that Morning. “ At six o’clock on the morning of the 
Sist, my signal was made to repair on board the Victory. In is lew minutes I went on 
board, and had the satisfaction to find the Admiral in good, but very calm spirits. Alter 
reemving my congratulations, at the approach of the moment he so often and st) long had 
wished for, he replied, / mean to day to bleed the Captairu of the Frigates^ as I shall keep 
you on board until the very last minute. His mind seemed entirely directed to the strength 
and formation of the Enemy’s line, as well as to the efiects which his novel mode of 


Attack was likely to produce. He seemed very much to regret, and with reason, that 
the Enemy tacked to the northward, and formed their line on the larboard instead of the 
starboard lack, which latter line of bearing would have kept the Straits mouth open. 
Instead of which, by formmg to the northward, they brought the Shoals of Trafalgar and 
St. Pedro, under our lee ; and also, with the existing wind, kept open the port of Cadiz, 
whu& was of infinite consequence to them. This movement was in a great degree the 
-.caute a(. Lord Nelson’s making the signal to prepare to anehor, the necessity of u hich was 
imprfnsed on his mind to the ItMt moment of his life : and so much did he tldnk of the 
‘•possibility of the Enemy’s escape into Cadiz, that he desired me to employ the Frigates, 
.ns much as J cbuld, to complete the destruction of the Enemy whether at anchor or not ; 
^and not: to thihk of saving ships or men, for Annihilation to both was his first object and 
'^Capture but a secoiidaryone^ ■' During the five hours and a half that I remained on board 


’•the Victory, iti- which 1 was not ten minutes from his side, he frequently asked me. What 
J should commr as a Victory? the certainty of which he never for an instant seemed to 
■ddtih4.;a|Hlf^j^iiK>in4|ie:^adon of Ira^ he questioned the po.ssibility of the suh> 
iHMhetrt My answer was, “That considering the handsome 
'irtty'lliivVm^^Sitill0.was'.offefiad by the Enemy, their apparent determination for a fair 
,ttihl:v9f stre4j(|lit^d ^ibprajimity .df tlie.^d, 1 thought if fourteen ships were captured 

■• 1?*^ ^ "irikiriill* fin* ..Atofowa T aA.fil «tyil i... 


Captain Blackwood, on the Poop, 

lii^With a Si^al and he asked me, “ if 1 did not 

I thought the whole of the Fleet 
jEaBEKEwR ‘ ° 

ahdiiiii 


iy^i|re;jahout, and to vie with each other who 
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should first get nearest to the Victory, or Royal Sovereign. Theto' woi^1rei^ .scareely , 
uttered, when his last well known Signal was mkde, Englamd bxp£0%s avaat Maw 
WILL so HIS Duty. The shout with which it was received throughont the Fleet was 
truly sublime, j^^otp, said Lord Nelson, I can do no more,, ffi must ip (he Oredi 
Disposer of all EventSi and tin Justice of our Cause, I tltdnk God' for this opportunity 
of doif^ my Duty.’* . ... . i 

The wind was light from the S.W. and a long "swell was setting' into dbe Bay of C^ia, 
so that onr ships like Sovereigns of the Ocean moved majestically before it ; every Me 
crowding all the sail that was pcissible, and falling into her station accmding to her rate W 
going. The Enemy wore at about seven o’clock, and then stood in a close line oh the 
larboard tack towards Cadia : at that time the Sun shone bright bn their sails, and from 
the number of three deckers amongst them, tliey made a most formidable ap'pearahoe'; 
but this so far from appalling our brave countrymen, induced thenoi to bblierve to each 
'other. What a fine sight those Ships would make at Spithead. ' 

Admiral Villeneuve, who was worthy of a better Master,"- ^on recdving his Orders to 
put to sea, had called a Council of "War ; when it had been determined bn knowing Lord 
Nelson commanded the Fleet, that they should -not leave Cadik* ontoss'theyhad cause to 
believe they were one third stronger than the British Force. 
out of sight, and their knowing at Cadiz of the detachment of six'sidl 
Meditenancan, Villeneuve put to sea confident of success: Ad.Amerieidi-Ge0^^ 
declared, that Lord Nelson could not be with the British lijeiet,'aa bebad biten seeo’c^ly 
a few days before in London. There were also, it is said, some ptersWV'itibrii^^ whl^ 
induced Villeneuve to leave Cadiz, contrary to the opinion of the SpaniaidsV conduct 
in the action with Sir Robert Calder, had been severely ’animadvUj^^'Q]^' at* 
Buonaparte had made known his disposition tewards him, and thu-fijeil^^thb . 

tunate Officer bad given him intimation, thdt he would iduHitiy'lki'iiUpef^^ by. Admiral' 
Rosilly, then actually on his road to take the command. ** AhbUt iew o’olQ!^ 

Captain Blackwood in hiis Memoir, Lord Nelson’s anuety:|tp 

came very apparent : He frequently remarked to me, that tt^y put tmk Jt i 


but always quickly added, I// give them such a dresmg^ae thy, neper, I 
at the same time the vicinity of the Land.. At .that c^dcai' 
sent to his.Ix>rdship the value of sudi a Iffo a» 
and I proposed hoisting his Flag in the £oiyhlUir'>Jimi^li 
going on, as well as what to order in 

* From the information of Captaln'RoviMi, RJN^iben'i Fftii£ikidd! 

> From communioatioai maJe by biuiwlf fb'the Ron. Capts 


m' 
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, gave as his ieas6n the force of Example, and probably be was 'right.' My next object, 
therefore, was to endeavour to induce his Lordship to allow the 'JVmerairc, Neptune, and 
Leviathan to lead into action before the Victory, which was then the headmost. Allcr 
much conversation, in which 1 ventured to give it as the joint opinion of Captain Hardy 
and myself, how adviuitagcous it would be to the Fleet for his Lordship to keep as long 
as possible out of the Eattlc, he at length consented to allow the Tcinerairc, which was 
then sailing abreast of tlic Victory, to go ahead, and hailed Captain £. Harvey to say such 
were his intentions, if Uic Temeraire could pass the Victory. Captain Harvey being rather 
out of hail, his Lordship sent me to communicsite his wishes, .which 1 did ; when„on rcturn> 
ing to the Victory, 1 found him doing all he could to incr(;ase rather tlian diminish sail, 
so that the Temeraire could not pass the Victory : consequently, when they came within 
gun shot of the Enemy, Captain Harvey finding his efforts ineffoctual was obliged to take 
his station astern of the Admiral." 

The Combined Fleet, commanded by Admiral Villcncuve in the Bucentaur, consisted 
of thirty three powerful sliips, eighteen of which were French, and fifteen Spanish: amongst 
the latter was Lord Nelson's old antagonist the Santissima Trinidad of M<0 guns, liesidcs 
two of 112 guns, one of 100 guns, six of eighty four and eighty, and the ivniaindcr seventy 
fours of a large class, togetlicr with seven frigates of heavy metal, forty four and forty 
guns each, besides otlier smaller vessels. The Spaniards were commanded by Admiral 
Gravina, who had under him Vice Admiral Don J. D’Alivu, and Rear Admiml Don B. H. 
Cisneros, Villencuve had under him Rear Admirals Dumanoir and Magon. Four thou- 
sand Troops were embarked on board the Fleet, under the connnaud of (Jcncnil Coulamin 
iOvthe Bucentaur, amongst whom were several of the most skilful sharp shooters that 
could be selected, and many Tyrolese riilemen: various sorts of combustibles and fire 
bsalls were also as had been Uieir practice in the Battle of the Nile. The Spa- 

lii^s app^^tod^ wUhiheir heady, to the northward, and formed their Line of Battle with 
. con^i^to^; and as the mode of attack, by Lord Nelson was unusual, 


* There ors fifme beeuitral putaget in the first book of The Maccabees, wliich form a sublime pnrullcl with tlic 
Coedubtand ^'thuiebtl'ttf Nb'mon'. Jtroas Maocabeos fougbt'with cheerfulness the Battles of Israel. In liis 
actS'l^e Efas likea' Ido^Vthe feer of Judas, and dread of him came upon the Nations round about. On hear* 

iogof tbo thicats add tqftmliers of his Eneoty,, ptovlous to the dreadful Battle in which he fell, and being advised 
to attend to l^is' Safety, lie (rxelaijncd^God forbidl If our tme be com, let ns die manfully far our brethren. The 
of BdiUi lteitiiiftk pot. pt the ikhltitude of ms JTatf, but krmglh eometh from Heaven. They come against 


Combin'^ Fleet from some of the van ships in the Lee 
'' Ships in thi^ Vear were intermixed in a 

Vnn fkdMT htnAnnttl infPrVAlft. Ik dfluhle linO. 





446 


so the structure of their Line was new. It formed a Crescent convexing'to leeward, and 
Admiral Collingwood, in leading down to Uie centre, had both the Van ^nd Rear of the 
Enemy abaft his beam. In a private letter that appeared from an Officer of the Belle- 
rdphon, it was observed, “The Enemy formed a close and well imagined, though until 
nt)w unexampled Order of Battle ; and which, had their plan of defence been as well 
executed as it was contrived, would have reudered our Victory much more dearly bought 
than it was : they were formed in a double Line, thus 

12 3 


• 4 5 6 

French and Spaniards alternately,* and it w^ their intention on our breaking the Line 
astern of No. 4, (which manoeuvre they expected we should as usual put into execution) 
for No. 2 to make sail; that the British ship in hauling up should fall on board of her, 
whilst No. 5 should bear up and rake her, and No. 1 bring her broadside to bear on her 
starboard bow. This maiueuvre only succeeded with Tonnaut and Bellcrophon, which 
were amongst the ships that snifered most.” Before their fire themfore opened, every 
alternate ship was about a cable's length to windward of her second ahead and asterin, 
forming a kind of double Line j and appeared when on their beam, to leave a very litt|e 
interval between them, and this witlioul crowding tlicir ships. Admiral Villeneuve.^as.on 
board the Bucentaur, eighty guns, in the Centre, and the Prince of Asturias, bore Graviqa's 
Flag in the Roar; but the French and Spanish ships were mixed without ^y apparent 
regard to national ord<!r. Lord Nelson, in the Victory, bore down at the head of the. 
weather column, and Admiral Collingwood in the Royal Sovereign at the. head of the 
Icc. 


“ Of the Victory and Royal Sovereign,” continues Captain Blackwood, “ it would be 


impossible to decide which achieved the most. They both, in my opinion,' seemed to vie 
with each other in holding forth a brilliant Example to tlie rest of the Fleet. They were 
literally in themselves an Host. Admiral Villeneuvc assured me, that on seeing the novel 
mode of attack intended to be made on the Combined Fleet, and whic^ at that mopjent, 
he conlcssed, he could not in any way prevent; he called the Officers of his ship arpui^ 
him, and ix)inting out the manner in which the first and second, in command of the Britisli 
Fleet were each leading his Column, he exclaimed, but Vktoiry can attend euchjgaUeti^ 

conduct. When Lord Nelson found the shot paw over the Victory, he desired Captain 
Prowsc of the Sirius and myself, to go on board ot»r 'ships, and in our way to tail idll the 


Adiniral*Collingw6odV Official hetter. ' , ^ '' 

" Previous to this Captain Blockvood hod 'witnessed with Captain Hardy, by Lord Neisott’s desire,- jthc piua' 
dial has been so often beftire the Pnblic; in which tho services of Lady Htmifton to her iConttttr, 
continuance at the Ctourt of Naples, were strongly recounnended by the Admiral to the -d^tf/m' ^ 
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» Captains of line of Battle Ships, that he depended on theii' exertions ; and that if, by the 
mode of attack prescribed, tliey found it iinpructicublc to get into i\clion immediately, 
they might adopt whatever they thought best, provided it led them quickly and closely 
alongside an Knemy. He then again desired me to go away ; and as we were standiug 
on the front of tlic Poop, 1 took his hand, and said, ‘ J trust, my Lord, that on niy 
return to the Victory, which will be as soon as possible, I shall find your Lordship well 
and in possession of twenty Prizes/ On which he made this reply, God bias yoa, Btack- 
woodf I shall never speak to you ag&in" 

The two Columns of the British Fleet, led on by their gallant Chiefs, continued to 
advance, with light airs and all sails set, towards the van and centre of the Fnciu}', Avhosc 
line extended about N. N.E. and S.S.W. In order to cut off any possibility of the Enemy’s 


escape into Cadiz, Lord Nelson’s Column was steerred about two points more to the north, 
than that of Admiral Collingwood, owing to which the leading ships of the Ice line Avere 
the first engaged. The Royal Sot'ercign and her line of battle steered for the centre. At 
half past eleven, the Enemy began firing on the Royal Sovereign, Sec, exclaimed N elsox^, 
see how that noble fellow CoUingmod carries his ship into action. In ten minutes afierwards 
the Royal Sovereign opened her fire, and cut through the Enemy’s line astern of the 
Spanish ship Santa Anna, 112 guns, engaging her at the muzzle of her guns on the star- 
board side; when, being delighted at having first got into action, Collingwood turning to 
his Captain, said, Rotherham/ what would Nelson give, to Iw here? The following ships of 
the lee line vied with each other in following so daring an example, Mars, (jcorgc Duff; 
Bc/Zcm/c, William Haigood; Tonnant, Charles Tyler; BcUeroplion, John Cooke; Colossus, 
J.N. Morris; Achille, Richard King; Polyphemus, Robert Rcdmill; Revenge, Richard 
Mborsom; W. G. Rutherford;' Dt/ewee, George Hope; Thunderer, Lieutenant 

J.'Stodcham, acting; Defiance, P.C. Durham; Prince, Richard Grindall; Dreadnought, 


John Conn. — weather column, led on by Lord Nelson, had in the mean while ad- 
vartcedi toward^lre EiH^y’s van; flags had been hoisted on difiercut parts of tlu* N’iciory’s 
rigging by bis orderai' lrtt'a shot should carry away her ensign. It is an extraordinary 
flieti and iVhiiJfei has been well attested, that the Enemy did not hoist any colours, at least 


not until vwy bite in the action. The Santissima Trinidad and Bucentaur, are described 


as the ninth and tenth ships; 


but as the Enemy’s Admirals did not shew their 


gallantry was most ably seconded by bis Captun, Rotherham, of whom the follow injr 
■ descrij^te of his character, has been related. A heavy shower of musketry had nearly sivfjit ilic 

- of Ae Jtoyal Sovereign, when stme of his Officers caraestly requested him not to i xpasc himself so 

tp% Emww's .sjisrp 'spoolers, by wearing a gold laced hat, and appearing in his cpaulciu s— '• Jx-f me 

'iJani^ 0fwfi|tj^ on.board ihs Viciory on the 21st of October, by Mr. Beatty, tii n Surgeon ot ihui 
ii^e.^ys^'ii''o.f the Fleet'. 
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fla^s, the foruier ship was only distinguished from the rest by having four diecks; and to • 
the bow of this formidable opponent, Lord Nelson now ordered the Vicloi^ to be steered. 
The Enemy at first displayed considerable coolness; and, as the Victory approached, such 
o(' their ships as were aliead of her and across her bows, at filly minutes past eleven began 
frequently to fire single guns, in order to ascertain whether she was within range, when a 
shot having- passed through the main top gallant sail of the Victory, they opened a treraen* ^ 
ilous fire. The coolness that was preserved by his Crew, was noticed with much satisfiic* 
lion by Nelson, and he declared that in all his Battles he had seen nothing that could 
surpass it. The Victory had lost about 20 men killed and 30 wounded, before she returned 
a shot: her mizen topmast and all her studding sails and their booms on both sides had 
been shot away, when, at four minutes past twelve, she opened her larboard guns on the 
Enemy's van. Captain Hardy soon afterwards intormed the Admiral that it would be im« 
possible to break through the Enemy’s line, without running on board one of their ships, 
and begged to know which he would prefer— JWXre ymir choice^ Hardy^ replied he, it does 
not much sisrnify which. The tiller ropes of the Victory being afterwards shot away, she 
ran on board the Uedoublable," whieli coming alongside fired a broadside into the Victory, 
and immediately let down her lower deck ports; which was done to prevent her from being 
bo:irdcd through them by the Victory’s crew; nor were they again opened. A few minutes 
after this, the Tcmerairc fell likewise on board of the RedoubtaUc, on the side opposite to 
the ictory, having also an Enemy's ship' on board of her on her other ude: So that the 
extraordinary and unprecedented circumstance occurred here, of four ships of the line 
being on boanl of each other in the heat of battle, forming as compact a tier as if they had 
been moored together, their heads all lying the same way. The Victory then passing astern 
of the Bucentaur, haided up on her starboard side, and pouring in a dreadful broadside, 
stood for the Admiral’s old opponent, the Santissima Trinidad; playing her larboard guns 
on both ships, M'hilst the starboard guns of the middle and lower decks were depressed, 
and fired with a diminished charge of powder and throe shot each, into the Redoubtable. 

** '['his mode of firing," says Mr. Beatty, “ was adopted by Lieutenants Williams, I^ing, 

Vule, and Browne, to obviate the danger of the Temeraire’s sufFeripg.’fnmi the 

shot passing through the Redoubtable, which must have been the <iase/if the usual quantity 

t , I “ * ' 

of powder and the common elevation had been ^veh to the guns. A eiitui&s^ce 
occurred in this situation, which shewed in a most striking mtmner;,thc intrepidity of 

^ > .V « 

*’ ft could not possibly l>e the Fouj^ux, according to Mr. Beatty’s aedop^t, beemwefropt. every inrormatioD ■ 
!.|ic was the ship next astern of the Santa Xima, between whieb j'bvgePx Admifnl GoHingwood cat , 

througli tlie Enemy’s Line. In the annexed Plan, the French sbjir represented ns being on board the 

Trinmiire. , 

' Mr. Realty’s Narrative. ‘Tins circumstance occurred from dm Redoidibtbid thodtuig ahead, and en^^llfSanpg 
to close iieuicrto the Bucentaur, so as to prevent the Victaiy front cutting thtongh that pint t>f the . 
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the Officerl ani Men s\alioned on the lower deck of the Victory. 'When the ^ns on that 
' deck were run out, their muzzles came into contact with the Redoubtable’s side, and at 
every discharge there was reason to fear that the Enemy’s ship would take fire, and both 
the Victory and^the Temeraire be involved in her flames. The fiieman of each gun stood 
ready with a bucket full of water, which as soon as his gun was discharged, he dashed into 
the French ship through the holes made in her side by the shot.” — ^The remaining ship«*of 
Lo'rd M^^son's column, after the Temeraire, which pressed forward to his support, were the 
NeptunCfT. F. Fremantle; Conqueror, Israel Pellew; Leviathan, H. W. Bayntun; Ajax, 
Lieutenant J. Pilfold acting: Orion, Edward Codrington; Agamemnon, Sir Edward Berry; 
Minotaur, C. J. M. Mansfield; Spartiate, SirF. Laforey; Britannia, Rear Admiral Earl of 
Northesk, Captain Charles Bullcn; Africa, Henry Digby.— Owing to the judicious mode 
of attack which Lord Nelson had adopted, his fastest sailing ships, like sharp shooters in an 
army, had half joined the battle before the slow sailing ones came up to their suppoi t, 
which as a corps of reserve soon determined the day. Had he delayed to form his Line, 
and had proportioned the way made by the bad sailing ships in the Fleet, they would have 
fired at a distance for a considerable time, and the Enemy might have had a drawn battle 
by escaping into Cadiz. What the genius of Nelson so ably planned, the British Fleet 
fully executed. The superiority of their Seamanship was very manifest throughout the 
Action; for the Enemy's Fleet by keeping with the wind nearly on their beam, lay in a 
trough in the sea and rolled considerably, so that one broadside passed over, and the next 
fell short of their opponents. 


In the first heat of the Action, Mr. Scott, the Admiral’s Secretary, was killed by a cannon 
baU whilst in conversation with Captain Hardy,*" and near to Lord Nelson. Captain Adair 
of the marines, who soon afterwards fbll, endeavoured to remove the mangled body, but 
it had attractad the notice of the Admiral — h that poor Scott, said he, who is gone? After- 
wards, whilst he was conversing with Captain Hardy on the quarter-deck, during the 
shower of musket balls and raking fire that was kept up by the Enemy, a double headed 
shot enme across the poop nnd killed eight of the marines. Captain Adair was then directed 
bj him to dispeiw his men round the. ship. In a few minutes, a shot struck the fore 
brace bits ^<m the quarter deck, and passing between Lord Nelson and Captain Hardy, 
drove some splinters from the bits about them, and bruised Captain Hardy s foot. They 
^mutually looked. at eimh other, when Nelson, whoitt no danger coqld aflect, smiled and 


said;, Tkit is, warm work. Hardy, to last. The Redoubtable had for some •time coni- 
menoed a ofh^ltetry from h^lbp^ which like those of the Enemy’s other ships 

wm^.jip[fd Vicitl^i' boWevi^, became enveloped in smoke, except 

at owhMi’io the want of wind, was surrounded 




...... 
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Avilh the El^cmy's ships. At fifteen minutes past one, and a quarter of an hour before the 
Redoubtable struck, Lord Nelson and Captain Hardy were observed to be walking near ' 
the middle of the quarter deck: the Admiral had just commended the manner in which 
one of his ships near him xvas fought, Captain Hardy advanced from to give some * 
necessary directions, and he was in the act of turning near the hatchway, with his face 
toxxTj-ds the stem, xvhen a musket ball struck him on the left, shoulder, and entering through 
the epaulet, passed through the spine, and lodged in the ipuscles of the^hack, to^-wds the 
tight side. Nblson instantly fell*with his face on the deck,' in the very place that was 
covered xviih the blood of his Secretary, Mr. Scott. Captain Hardy, on turning round, 
saw the serjeantof marines. Seeker, with two seamen, raising him from the deck:” Hardy t 
said his Lordship, I beUeve they have done it at kutf my backbonau ehot through. ^ 

Some of the crew immediately bore the Admiral to the cockpit, and.^8eveFal wounded 
officers, and about 40 men, were carried below at the same time, amongst whom were lieut. 
Ram and Mr. Whipple, Captain’s clerk, both of whom died soon afterwards.* Whilst the 
seamen were conveying Lord Nelson down the ladder from the middle deck, he observed 
that the tiller ropes had not been replaced, and desired one of the midshipmen to remind 
Captain Hardy uf it, and to request that new ones should be immediately rove. He then 
covered his face and stars with his handkerchief, that he might be less observed by his men. 
He was met at the foot of the cockpit ladder by Mr. Burke the purser, who, with the assistance 
of a marine supporting his legs, with some difficulty conveyed him over the bodies of the 
xvounded and dying men, for the cockpit was extremely crowded, and placed .hiin on a 
pallet in the midshipmen’s birth, on the larboard side. Mr. Beatty was then called, and 
soon afterwards the Rev. Mr. Scott attended; and his IxH^ship's clothes were taken off, 
that the direction of the ball might be the better ascertained. You can be of, no use to nUf 
Beatty, said Lord Nelson ; go and attend those whose lives can beftrespved. . Whfp the surgeon 
had executed his melancholy office, had expressed the general feeling that prevailed pn the 
occasion, and had again been urged by the Admiral to go and attend to his duty, he reluc- 
tantly obeyed, but continued to return at intervals. As ffie blood flowed int^naily.frQm 
the xvound, the lower cavity of the body gradually filled;. Lord Nelson tbeijefisre constantly 
desired Mr. Burke to raise him, and, complaining of an excessive thirst, waasi|jip]^}jbi.by Mr, 
Scott with lemonade. In this state of suffering, with nothing but havoc,, and deatbr and 
misery around him,, the spirit of Nbisok remained unsubdued. His rnind continued 
intent on the great object that was always before him, his Duty to his Countrjr; ha tlianrilbve 
anxiously inquired for Captain Hardy, to .knpw affiether the itnplhi[la!dpp^|i^^ £n^^ 

' A Piece of the Mast of the Vietorj before which Nttsoa foil, hai'^Mfo .Meitaory by 

H. R. H. the Duke of Clarence in o Naval Temple «t Budiey, which etao eewa^s a. Beit -Admirel. 

” The scene as reprinted by Mr. West is perfectly correct in fvjry iwsp^,' and, the j|n|^.part of the Victory, 
is described where Lord Nelson expired. • • ■ ■ * 
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might be depended on; but il was upwards of an hour before. tliai-OfKcer' could ai so 
critical a moment leave the deck, and Lord Nelson became apprehensive that his brave; 
associate was dead. The crew of the Victory were now heard to cheer, and he anxiously 
demanded the Cause» when Lieutenant Pasco, who lay wounded near him, said that one of 
their opponents had struck. A gleam oCdcvoul joy lighted up the countenance of N £ lsox ; 
aiid<«8 the Crew repeated their cheers and marked the progress of bis V'ictory, his saiis- 
faction^risibly increased. WiU no one, exclaimed he, bring Hardy to me ? He must be 
killed, I am certain he is dead. Mr. Bulklcy, the Captain’s Aifl dc Camp, then came below, 
and in a low voice communicated to the Surgeon the particular circumstance^ respecting 
the Fleet which had detained Captain Hardy, but that he would take the first moment 
that offered to leave the deck. The excessive heat of the Cockpit Irom the numbers of the 
dead and wounded, increased the faintness of the dying Admiral, and his sight became 
dim : JVho brought tire message f said he feebly. ** llulkley, my Lord,” replied Mr. ^urkc 
Jt M his voice, said Nxlsok ; remember me, liulkley, to your Father. Captain Hardy soon 
afferwards came down from the Deck, and anxiously strove to conceal the feelitigs with 
which ' he had been struggling. How goes the Hay with us. Hardy f “ 'I'en ships, niy 
Lord,' have struck.” Hut none of ours I hope. ** There is no fear, my dear Lord, of that. 
Five of their Van have tacked, and shew an intention of bearing down upon us ; but 1 
have called some t>f our fresh ships round the Victory, and have no doubt of your complete 
success." Having said this, he found himself unable any longer to su])prcss the yearnings 
of a brave and affectionate heart, and hurried away for a time to conceal the bitterness 
of his sorrow. 


The firing continued, and the cheers of the men were occasionally heard amidst its 
repeated peals. With a wish to support his spirits that were in some degree shaken by 
having seen the Friend he so sincerely regarded, and from the increased pain under which 
he held to endurte the agonies of excessive thirst, and the great difficulty of respiration, Mr. 
Burke dhid, ** I still hope, my Lord, you will carry this glorious news home.” Don’t talk 
notUensf, replied the Admiral, one would, indeed, like to live a little longer, hut I know it to be 
mposMe: Gods WiU be done.’ I have performed my Duty, and I devoutly thank Him for it. 
A wounded Seathan was lying new him on a pallet, waiting for amputation, and in the 


bustle that prevailed^;1Vas‘ hurt by some person passing by: Nelson, weak ns he was, 
indigndjQtly turned^ hht ^^d> and with his usual authority reprimanded the luan for not 
httvhig Muffe hSifithnity. SodHs time afterwards he was again visited by the Surgeon : J 

^ ^ 6rea«t, which tells me 1 shall soon be gone. God be praised 
so severe, that.T. devout^ wish to be released. 

•Aitnosl^spirited attd>c;iMK^edt been kept up from the Victory's starboard guns 

oh ihd Redoub^^iL’^f after Loid Nelson was tvuundcd; in which 



, m 

time Caplaiil Adair- and about eighteen Seamen and Marines were killed, <and Lieutenant 
Illigli, Mr. Palmer, Midshipman, and twenty Seamen and Mairines were' wounded by the 
Enemy’s musquetry alone : Lord Nelson did not fdlow of any small arms’in tops of 
tho Victory, from the danger of setting fire to the sails. The Redottbtable«faad been twice 
on /ire in her fore chains and on the forecastle, epd by throwing stane combustibles had 
set ffre to the Victory ; the alarm was g^ven, which reached to the Cbckint* yet^wsHbtlr 
hurry nor trepidation appeared, and the Crew having put out imi^lSAely 

turned their attention to the Redoubtable, and rendered her all the^asi^bmoei!Jn their 
power. O9 the colours of that ship being strubk, and no possibility of boarding bm* ap- 
pearing from the state of min of both ships, and the closing of the Envy's j^its, some 
Seamen immediately volunteered their services to Lieut. Quillam, to jump oveiboard, and, 
,by swimming under the bows of the Redoubtable, to endeavour to secure the Priae; but 
Captajp Hardy thought the lives of such men too valuable to be risked^y so desperate an 
attempt. Afterwards, when the firing from the Victory had in some iiiieaStirc ce'asedt and 
the glorious result of the day was accomplished. Captain Hardy immediately visited the 
dying Chief, and reported the entire number that had strack: God be pnaaedt Hardy! 
bring the Fleet to an anchor. The delicacy of Captain Hardy’s situation, from there being 
no Captain of the Fleet, was peculiarly eml»rrassing : and, with as much feeling as the H 
subject would admit of, he hinted at the Command devolving on Admirai>Collingwood. 
Nelson feeling the vast importance of the Fleet being brought to andior, and with the 
ruling passion of his soul predominant in death, replied, and somewhat indignantly. Not 
K'hilst I livct I hope. Hardy; and vainly endeavouring, at the moment, to raise himself on 
the Pallet, Do you, said he, brittg the Fleet to anchor. Captain Hardy was returning to the 
Deck, when the Admiral called him back and begged him to come n{»r. ,Loijd Nelson 
then delivered his last injunctions, and desired that his body might be caiified home to be 
buried, unless his Sovereign should otherwise desire b^ the bones of bis father and 
Mother. He then took Captain Hardy by the hand, and observing, that he would most 
probably not see him again alive, the dying Hero desired his brave associate to kiss him, that 
he might seal their long Friendship with that afifectiOn which pledged sincerity in Death: 

« Upon these tVords I came and cheered him np. 

He smiled me in the ftoeo—— 

So did he turn, and over Soffolk’s neck 
« He threw bis wounded atm, end kmd hhUft; 

And.so, esponsed to Heath, with blood bs a^ed . .. . 

A Testament of noble ending love." ■ 

^ '■( ’r r'.' 

Captain Hardy stood for a few minutes over the body of him he so truly r^arded. In silent 

* Henry V. Act. iv. The insertion of this passage was soggeated, durii^ SjmitvwMtion on thb last moments 
of Lord Nelson, by Mr* Kemble. 
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agony, and then kneeling down again kissed his forehead : Jfho is tluit] said the dying 
Hero. “ It is Hardy, my Lord.” God bless youy Hardy, replied Nklson feebly, and after- 
'^rds added, J wish I had not left the Deck, £ shall soon be gone ; his voice ihcn gradually 
became inarticulate, with an evident increase of pain : when, after a feeble struggle, these 
, were distinctly heard, I have donk mv Di;tv, I praisk Goo for* it. 
Having said this, he turned his face towards Mr. Ilurke, on whose arm he had been sup- 
ported, and expired without a groan. 

Aiifot fu» ifti» Srec si^reii ftofoe 

Ta iravTortftni, rv vius. 

^RCHYL. EuMENID. GSQ. 

The following is the account of this painful event, which Admiral Collingwood aftcr- 
ivards transmitted to the Duke of Clarence, at If. R. H.'s request. — “ Most gracious 
Prince, The loss which your Royal Highness and myself have sustained in the death of 
Lord Nelson, can only be truly estimated by tliose who had the haj>piness of sharing 
his Friendship: he had all the qualities that adorn the human heart; an<l a head which 
ibr quickness of perception, and depth of penetration, qualified him for the highest offices 
of his Profession. But why am I making those Observations to your Royal Highness who 
knew him ? because I cannot speak of him but to do him honour. 

“ Your Royal Highness desires to know the particular circumstances of his death. 

1 have seen Captain Hardy but for a iew minutes since, and understood from him, that ^ 

• * ‘ ^ I 

at the time ^e Victory continued very closely engaged in rather a crowd of ships,.* ' 
Lord NELsie^was commending some ship that appeared to be conducted much to his 
satisfaction, 'fillip a musket ball struck him on the left shoulder: Caption Hardy imme- 
diatcly hastened to support him. He smiled, and said. Hardy, 1 believe they have done it 
at kut^ fie Eras euried below ; and when the ship was disengaged from the crowd, he 
sent an "(Moer to inform me he was wounded. 1 asked the Officer if his wound was 
dangerous? He hesitated; but I saw the fate of my friend in his eye, his look said 
what his Tongue could not give utterance to. About an hour afterwards, when the Action 
was ovejTf^r.tSaptain Hardy brought me the melancholy account of his death. He inquired 
fiequeml^y how the Battle went, and expressed Joy when he heard the Enemy were 
striking; in his last moments shewing an anxiety for the Glory of his Country,, regardless 
of what related to his person. 

“.^.CSiniiot mtprtts how gteat my Gratitude is to your Royal Highness, for the high 
Honour done ine by ydnr letter, congratulating me* on the success of his Majesty’s Fleet 

I .' I* Ueiitensnt Hilb. Winn dlii brave Officer left his abip on so melancholy a duty,,tl)c Knemy’s van Ships 
Uiet bad todeed, wen panung her to windward and firing at the Victory. (Mr. Beatty’s Naurruiive, page 4G.) 

VOL. II. 5 X . 



454 


iigainsi Ills Enemies. This inslanee oi condescension and mark of your Hoyal Iligkncss’s 
kindness to one of the most humble, but one of the most faithful of his Majesty’s Servants, 
is deeply engraven in my heart ; and it will ever be considerad as my great Happiness to 
have merited your Royal Ilightiess’s approbation, of adiich this Sword, wiiich your Royal 
Highness has j)rcscnted to me, is a testimony so highly honourable. I beg your Royal 
Highness will accept my thanks ; with the assurance that, whenever his Majesty's Sei^e’ 
demands it, I will use it in the support of our Country’s Honour and tlie advancement of 
his Glory." 

The Battle had been sorely contested, and the slaughter on boanl the Enemy almost 
unprecedented : in the British Elcet 423 were killed, and 1064 wounded, many of whom 
di(Hl afterwards. The Ships that pressed forwartl after their gallant Chiefs in the weather 
and lee Columns, arc descrilted by Admiral Collingwood, as breaking through in all parts 
astern of their leaders, and engaging the Enemy at the ''muzzles of their guns : The 
Conflict," adds he, “ was severe ; the Enemy’s ships were fought with a gallantry highly 
honourable to their Oflicers ; but the attack on them was iimistible, and it pleased the 
Almighty Disposer of all events to grant his Majesty’s arms a complete and glorious 
Victory. About three P.M. many of the Enemy’s ships having struck their Colours, their 
line gave way: Admiral Gravina, with the Ships joining their Frigates to leeward, stood 
towards Cadiz. The five headmost ships in their Van tacked, and standing to the soulli- 
ward, to windward of the British Line, were eugaged, and the sternmosl of them taken ; 
the others went off, leaving to his Majesty’s Squadnm nineteen ships of the line, (of which 
two are first rales, the Sanlissima Trinidad and the Santa Anna) with three Flag Officers, 
viz. Admiral V^iHcneuvc the Commander in Chief, Don'*Ignatio Maria d’Aliva, Vice 
Admiml, and the Spanish Rear Admiral Don Baltazar Hidalgo Cisneros. After such a 
Victory, it may appear unnecessary to enter into encomiums on the particular parts taken 
by the several Commanders ; the conclusion says more on the subject than I have language 
to express. The Spirit which animated all was tlie same. When all exert themselves 
zealously in their Country’s Service, all deserve that their high merits should stand 
recorded, and never was high Merit more conspicuous than in the Battle I have described, 
'rhe Achillc, a French seventy four, by some mismanagement of the Frenchmen after her 
surrender, took fire and blew up; 200 of her men were saved by the tenders . . . Such a 
Battle coukl not be fought without sustaining a great loss of men. I have only to lament 


'■ In tlie Gibmltat Chronicle, dnied Nov. 9, (1805), it was observed, *'We do not rtedlsot aajr^aeral Action 
wlirre so many of our Ships mti on board thosr of the Kneffly ; no Idm thtti five of rite eaptttred Ships 
w. rc* eiigiiged so closely, tliat the muzzles of ou^ lower deck guhs touched those of tfie Eneoi^, And it is worthy 
of tcuiark, that in every instance where this occurred, the Frenchmen immediately lowered tl^ Ports and deserted 
their guns on that defies whilst oar Seamen, on the contrary, were deliberately loadilig and firing their gens with 
two and ol'tcii with thiee round shot, which soon reduced the Eueiay V Ships to » pMbet Wreak.^ 
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in common with the Briiisli Navy and ll»e Jhilish Nalion, in the tall of the Commandkh 
IN CiiiEi’, the Joss of a Ucro whose name will he iinniorlal and his memory evtwdear to 
'.is Country: Bulimy heart is i-cnt with the most poia:nant grief for the loss of a Friend, to 
whom hy many years intimacy and a perfect knowledge of the virtues of his mind, which 
/'jVApired ideas superior to the commoti race of men, 1 was bound hy the strongest ties t)f 
affection; a grief to ivhich even the glorious occasion in which he fell, docs not bring the 
consolation which perhaps it ought. 1 have also to lament the loss of those excellent 
Officers, Captains Duff of the Mars, and Cooke of the Bellerophon: J have yet heard of 
none others. J fear the nnmlicr that have fallen will be found very great when tfic returns 
come to me; but ii having blown a gale of wind ever since the Action, I have not yet had 
it in my power to collect any reports’ from the Ships. 

“ The Royal Sovereign having lost her masts, except the tottering tbremast, I called 
the Euryalus to me, while the Action continued, which shij> lydng within hail ninde my 
signals; a service Captain Blackwood' performed with gri'at attention. After the Action 
t shiiled my Flag to her, that I might more easily communicate my Orders to, and collect 
the ships, and low the Royal Sovereign out to seaward. The wdiolc Fleet Avere uoav in 
a very jrcrilous situation ; many dismasted, all shattered, in thirteen fathom water oil' the 
s^als of Trafalgar, and when I made the signal to prepare to anchor, low ol' the shijis 
had an anchor to let go, their cables being shot. Hut the same good Providence ivliich 
aided us through such a day, preserved us in the night by the wind shifting a fcAV points 
and drifting the ships off the land, except four of the captured dismasted ships which ari' * 
now at anchor off Trafalgar." 

A striking difference tvas oljservcd* betAveen the gallantry of the Spanish Naval Officers 
and the conduct of the French; both in respect to their professional counige and general 
humanity towards our Countrymen, in consequence of the heavy gale th:it came on afiei 
the Action. The Spaniards, throughout the Battle, shewed a more uniform firmness and 
spirit than th^ French: and though the Castilian character was aflcrwarils disgraced by the 
falsehoods and gross absurdities, which, through French influcucc,AA'cre published at Cadiz ; 
the following lacts display a love of glory and a liberality, more in unison Avith the general 
feelings of the nation. Amongst their ships, the Argonauta and liahama were defcmled 
to the last extremity, each of them having about 400 men killed or wounded. The San 
Juan Nepomuceuo was also fought Avith tlie most detennined valour, until her Captain and 

s See in Appendix, N* 14, th<*«e Beporta at full length, with a copy of the Log of 11. M. S. VicMiy, and her 
. report and the official letters scut by Admiral Collingwood suhscqtrnt to this account of tlu; Action. 

* Captain Blackwood went in his Boat through the fire of both Fleets to obuiiii intclligeiuv of l.()i d Nelson's 
safety; and arrived in the Cockpit of the Victory as he was breathing his last. 

• Gibraltar Chronicle, Nov. J), 180.5. 
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of ])cr crew were killed or wounded. TIk^ Principe tf Asturias and Santa Anna slicwcd* 
also considerable gallantry. Every English Seaman who afterwards was cast on their coast 
^vas treated in the noblest manner. 'J'licy n:fused, as they ilcclared, “ to consider any of’ 
the brave English as prisoners of war, M’hu hud already suffered so severely from the vio- 
Icvicc of the storm Every exertion luid been made to save their lives during the violener' 
of the tempest, and the S()anish soldiers left their beds to accommodate the British Seamen 
who were shipwrecked. Though Kelsox, they said, had been the ruin of the Spanish Navi/f 
wc sincerely lament his fall — lie was the most generous Enemy and the greatest Commander of 
the age. 

The French, on the contrary, displayed that dishonourable, revengeful and 'lying 
character, which they have traced in very lasting aiul legible characters throughout the 
desolated kingdoms of Europe, with the sole exception of that Country in which Nelsok 
was bom, and now lies entombed. Admiral Dumanoir" had been the first to fiy; and in 
the rancour and disappointment of a Coward’s heart, fired into many of the Spanish ships 
as he passed them. On the surrender of the Bucentaur, an Officer with 100 seamen were 
sent to take possession, she afterwards during the storm drove towards Cadiz; the Fnmcli 
rose, and having regained possession of their ship, endeavoured to carry her into Cadiz: 
their endeavours were ineffectual, and the ship was stranded and completely wrecked. The 
parly of English, with the crew, were taken from the wreck and carried on Iward a French 
fi'igalc, w’here they were treated in their unarmed and exhausted state with every si)ecics 
of cruel insult and inhumanity. 

The Xcal of our Officers and Seamen, which had displayed during this Biittlc such 
astonishing instances of Valour, Ixicame, if possible, still more praiseworthy by the 
ITumanily that was sheun to their Spanish and French prisoners during the subsequent 
tenqicst. vVmongst these, the exertions of Captain Malcolm of the Donegal, an Officer of 
whom Lord Nelson had the highest o])inion, wci'c very conspicuous. When tlie French 
])risoncr$ (who had as usual been intoxicated with brandy to give them afal|ie,and uncer- 
tain courage) ha<l in a state of desperation cut the cables of. the Berwick, one of the priees, 
and she in consequence had driven towards the dangerous skoals of St. ^egr, Captain 
Malcolm’' immediately ordered his own cables to lx: cut, that the boats of die Donegal 
might immediately render every assistance Uiat was possible. Ilis lioals ^t^ere accoraingly 
got out at a considerable risk, with orders to bring on board aU the wounded j^rcnchiuen, 
before they removed the English : tlic Frenchmen were conveyed in safety on boaid the 

' Thr Moniteur, which is the official pa{iei; of the French Gomnin^nt, Ujie BiUtle bf Tmfalgur 

lasted three duys and three nights^ that sevenil ships of both Fleets were destroy^/ fend ttaitt the remainder of the 
Cumhincd Scpiadron had stood away to sea, to repair their damages/’ 

Afterwarcls taken, with his detachment, on the 4th of November, 1805^ by Sir R. Strahan. 

/ ^ Coniiuunded the Donegal off Uuchfort, 180t). 
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Donegal; but^^Wore the boats could again return, the Benvick struck on the locks, aud 
every soul on board perished. 

Never .wah a day of victory so entirely turned into a day of sorrow and of great mourn- 
ing, as that' which, records the triumph and tlie death of Nelson. When the loss of their 
bjj^cwej Commander was known throughout the Fleet, a general depression prevailed. 

very Seamen,’' who were severely wounded, forgot their own suflerings and danger 
and burst into a dood of tears: 0 Nelson, our Father, our beloved Commander, would to 
(ioii we could have died iristeadl — The gloom of the violent tempest which so immediately 
succeeded, appeared adapted to this general depression, and shrouded as it were the 
Fleet, whose all pervading spirit had expired. On the next day, October 22, Admiral 
dollingwood in his public orders issued the following acknowledgment of the power of 
God in honour of His Holy Name on that Ocean, where His wonders had been so visibly 
displayed: l%e AlMgktjf God, whose arm is strength, haoir^ of his great mercy been pleased 
to crown the exertions of his Mqjestf s Fleet with Success, in giving them a Complete Victory 
over their Enemies, dnd that all Fraise and Thanksgiving may be offered up to the Throne of 
(Hfhce, for tlie great ben^t of our Country and to mankind, I have thought proper that a day 
ihould be appointed of general Humiliation before God, and Thanksgiving for his merciful 
Goodnew; mphring forgiveness of our sins, a continuation of His Divine Mercy, and His 
constant Aid to us in the defence of our Countrfs Liberties and Laws, and without which the 
utmost ^orts of Man are nought. 

On the same day. Admiral Collingwood also issued his general order of thanks to the 
Officers and Seamen of the British Fleet, dated from the Euryalus: The ever to be 


lamddted death of Loan Viscount Nelson, Duke of Bronte, the Commander in Chief, 
#ho fdil in thb Action of the Twenty-first in the arms of Victory, covered with Glory, 
whose Mdbi'ory Will be ever dear to the British Navy and the British Nation, whose Zeal 
hbtkNir 6f hiit'Kihg and for the interests of his Country, will be ever held up as a 

leaves to me a Duty, to return my thanks to the 
Adi^ the Captains, Officers, Seamen, and detachments of 
his MhJ^ty’s Squadron now under my command, for 







but' where can I find language to express my sentiments of 
'dis'|>layed by the Officers, the Seamen, and Marines, in 

Where b'vdiy individual appeared a Hero on whom the Glory 

..... ... 

'Hffirrm fo be ^recorded, as being traced by the band of a foremast man of the Bri- 
in si letter which he sent home. “ The shot that killed IVitliam 
i^re. ‘Anotjier of my messmates Thomat Crosby, was also killed. 
^^*^**‘ ^ CtOiiy had been riwt in three places. Pray inform 
‘ iied.s$i the seme dime with Nblso.v, and at the moment of 


y-WOTW 

’ iWl .S -to. 
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of liis Country depended: The attack ^vas irreaislible, and the tlie.p^ge., 

of Naval Annals a brilliant instanl'c of what Britons, can dq, wh^n t||^ jKin g and Country. ^ 
need I heir assistance. ''•? V, 

“ I’o the Right Ilononrablc Rear Admiral the £|arl North aj^ ^. to <t^j. Gaytains. 
Officers, and Seamen, and to the Officers, non cqmmissionj^ 
the Royal Marines, I beg to give my Mncerc and hearty j^hi|Dk|^j^„‘^eir hi^\y;mqt)|!l^.,> 
rious conduct both in the Action, and, in Uieir Zeal and 

turad ships out from the perilous situation , iu which thf}y.,yreretv.aAp!Ciithejlr suni^il^^'' 
among the shoals of Trafalgar, in bouterops weather: An4 l.dgsitOt.Jl^at lesp^yq^ 
Captains will be pleased to .communicate, tp the. pfficers, Seamen, , and ..Boyal Mannetft '' 
this public tesdmony of ray high approbation of their Conduct, and my. ihapks for it>i 
CUTIIBKUT COLLIKOWOOD.* ... . v . > ;•> . Ji' ■ 


Much has been said on the subject of the v^iqus and contradu^JT' <>t»inioas that 
prevailed, respecting the Positions of the British and porabined fleets, apd J^e.mode of 
Attack which u'as adopted by Lojrd .^elson. The following yepraiks,' th^forej..of a. 
^riend^ who has considered them in every point . of view,., and, by, his genius lias so ably .-, 
delineated the Battles of the departed Hero, arc. inerted: jEn.^thn place,:. the British/ 

Fleet was certainly not in the Position stated in a Plan .sent. ,to. the, Admiralty, Jai^ ^gned 
MajendiCf Captain of the Bucentaur; wid yet, they might appear SO to those ob boiuA ' 
the Enemy’s ships, as our ships could not Im exactly in .the. S|^e. track: aste^.;qf..eaqh^^^^ 
other. From tlie first authorities, the British Fleet, when, the .flnemy^w^ discovered,^ 
were laying to in two Columns, with their heads ^to.^tho .nprthwgrd, thja:.yrmd.west^ly. 
As they immediately bore up and made sail, fon.t^e .Enei|ny,iLu^ C611iugwood*s 
the leeward divirioii, was consequently, so 

which distance the second in command kept all^tjjie way,.|^ gpt ipfo A^itipn' l^fpre the'^ 

Commander in Chief. Admiral ColHngwood's.. deacri|i||dou of .jthe..,l^micirbular 'afiMi^ 

ance of tlie Combined Fleet in Line .of .Batde, and ..the mteryals sm^^ 

supported by a line to lee^vard,,^ust have beep accum^e,.^.and 

Officer iu the clearest mauner. Nor am those iteiaons, ai.foggther|m 

the Combined Fleets were in a.strMght IJ^.^, j’he, 

proach towards the Euemy consequenU^ jilow,..ffi€ir4iue^ii»rJiki^ 

with the conVex side to leeward, that A^foifid. (^iin^<y)df^|^^ 

Van abaft his beam before he began to.,phgaga, .m’us^|f;4^^^p^^Ul^4p^^^ 
the rear as a straight line; and as our tUede of. attu0kq!|nU8fc%niiUi:tdtt^ 


Mr. Pocock. 
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movements, consequently tlicir Line soon made a very diflerciit appearance. So that all 
these seeming contrarieties were only caused from the Combined Fleet being viewed from 
different situations. It may also be right to notice, that Lord Nelson, finding from the 
li^itoess of the vind, that his progress would be retarded by the heavy sailing ships, maUc 
the signal for the best Sailers to come on, without regard to their stations in the Line, jand 
whidi must have then given them, to a distant spectator, the appearance of advancing witli- 
out ordef, as was represented in the Plan made by the Captain of Uie Bucentaur.— And this 


agrees also with an account published by the Spaniards ; who, viewing the progress of the 
British Columns from the walls of Cadiz, described them as coming down like mad 
Engliidimen, in confusion and disorder : Hide imagining that what they deemed so was the 
result of profound thought, and real order.” 

The Victory, having been made sea worthy at Gibraltar, where she arrived on die 
28th of October, passed through die Straits in company with the Bclleislc during the night 
of die 4th of November, and the next day, at noon, joined the Fleet, under Admiral 
Collingwood, cruising off Cadiz. Captain Hardy parted company in the evening, and 
stood for England. 1%e Body of Lord Nelson liad been preserved with the greatest 
care and attenl^n by the Surgeon, at first in brandy, and afterwards on arriving at Gib> 
raltaf, iiUmfe it could be procured in a sufficient (quantity, with a portion of spirits of wine 
miked vrith- it. - After a long arid melancholy passage the Victory arrived at Spithcad : 
lier cbloui^. half mast high, the rectdl^tion how lately she had sailed bearing the Flag of 
Nelson, that great Admiral, whose bo^y she now brought home to his Country for burial, 
rendered her-an object that was contemplated with mingled veneration and regret. Her 
shatlSsred and dismantled state declared the ftiry of the Battle in which the Hero full, and 
her, decks were S^l siained with t^e blood of those who had avenged his death. Shu had 
nsceiirad e|ght]lr beitriksn wind and water. Her foremast and mainmast had been 


very baiffty and weie filled with mul^uet bullets : she had a jury mizenmast 

and and' quantities of cannon balls were seen iu her bow- 

VinTofc Y waS particularly examined; a shot had carried 
awdy ' ffiur of its spokes, and yet, of the men who wen', conning and 

■ killed .(xr ' wounded.'— On the lllh of December Captain 

fillin' ibr tbe -Nbre; previous to which the body of Lord Nelson 
V Hiii llusred' ren^^ then wrapped in. cotton vesbnents, and 
, . after the ancient mode of embalming, and the 

tiodi^ai^^ C(;^b fill^ with brandy hoUHng a strong solution of 


i-.' dfte-'Of wood, and placed in the after part of 

Vieffl^ on tlieffthof November announced in the 
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Metropolis by the Park and Tower Guns. The Despatches from Adiiti*ra1 Cd)ihj|pv«ad' 
had been forwarded from the Admiralty to the King at Windsor, who receirad them at* 
an early hour. His Majesty was much aftccted, and a profound silence, wldch contimiad* 
fot- some minutes, marked the gratitude of the venerable Monarch.* The wh<de^>f the' 
Rofjral Family shed tears. The King then went to Chapel to return his devout 
the Victory: and on the following day bis Majesty in Council directed the dth 
December to be proclaimed as a day of General Humiliation and Prmse to God t aid ii 
was also directed by the King, that the Body of the &itish Hero should be buried in Sb 
Puufs at the Public Expense, with Military and National Honours. 

(1805.) On the *19th of December, the Coffin which had been made flrom a part of 
DOrient’s mainmast, and presented to Lord Nelson in 1799 by Capt. Hallowell, was lined 
with satin and sent to Woolwich Yard enclosed in one of lead and a shell. On the next day 
Mr. Tyson, formerly Secretary to the Admiral, having received dn Admiralty Order addressed* 
to Capt. Hardy, to deliver him the Body of Admiral Lord ViscouUt Nelstfo, embarked, ac- 
companied by Mr. Nayler, York Herald, witli Mr. Whidbey, and other tiecessary attend- 
ants, and proceeded to meet the Victory. It blew all day a heavy gale from the S.W. 
and they with difficulty reached Sheerness that night. Commissioner Grey had received 
an Admiralty Order to send his Yacht to the Nore for the conveyance 'of the Body to 
Greenwich Hospital, where it was to lie in State, previous to -that PiiMib Funeral which the 
British Nation had decrced,and its interment in the Cathedral di St. PauFst It blew so hanb^ 


on the Slst, that any communication with the Victory was impossible. Oa’lhO tneming 
the 22d they proceeded in search of theVictory, which they discovered about noon, crossing 
the Flats from Margate. In the evening when they got bn boards and 'hh4,.<$ilclah^li|tem^ 
lancholy purpose for which they came, ** A general gloom and impressive ril^ci^,^ adds Mr. 
Whidbey in his Memoir, ** pervaded the whole Ship, never in my WbdloBfe'hidi'TKt^esi^ 
any thing so truly affecting: nor did this gloom in the least disperse whilst we ioiipdiied 


on board. We found the Body in the Admiral’s Cabin, the coffin was op^ed by t^.peoide 
who attended for that purpose, and the Body was then placed on a table 'jfek » 

before it It was so well preserved, that tdl who had known Lord Ke^^llitni^iideiy 
recognised it. All the Officers of the V icToar,vand some of his ^&Bd|^a^pA|de(k. 

to take their last farewcl. It was afterwards appardled in 
uniform clqthes, and finally laid, bathed wkh tlie teats of 

mainmast coffin, made of the wreck of L’Ofient, one.of thei'iypti^ . 

The whole was then placed in a leaden coffin, which ^as 
never afterwards opened.!. Qn ^^eingOowcied down jProml^ 




Mi\ Whidbey^ the Master Attendalit of \Voolwich Dock Yard^ \v(i6 attended 
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Vice Admiral, which had been flyinf half mast high ever since the battle, was struck, and 
immediately sent on board the Yacldiihj^hcre it was again hoisted in the same funereal 
manner.” On*the 23d of December, the Yacht and attendant vessel having anchored 
below Oravesend, got under weigh with a favourable light air, and the instant they were 
seen from the shore, those Military Honours commenced that were paid ihroughoht the 
River to the Body of the lamented Hero, on its approach to the British IMelropolis : 
As it passed, and whilst the Yacht continued in sight, Minute Guns were fired from Tilbury 
and the Batteries at Gravesend : all the ships instantly lowered their Colours, and the 
shore appeared lined with Volunteers under arms. At high water the Yauht anchored 
about two miles below Woolwich, and the next morning, December 24, at eleven o'clock, 
again got under weigh. The Military were drawn up in line, for a mile lx:low the Arsenal 
at Woolwich, with reversed Arms, and the same in the Arsenal and Dock Yard : all the 
Colours were lowered. Mindtc Guns were again fired, the bells spunded the toll for the 
Brave Man fallen in Battle, and the bands played a solemn Dirge to his departed Spirit : 
The scene was truly awful and impressive. The Yacht continued to pass slowly along the 
Line of Troops under an easy sail towards Greenwich, where it arrived at two o’clock. 
The navigation of the river was much impeded by the number of boats' presen I, and on 
approaching Greenwich these increased considerably. Many peisons were anxious to 
be admitted, and earnestly begged to be allowed only to touch the Coffin. The Yacht 
having come to an anchor off Greenwich, the Body was landed at seven in the evening at 
tlie centre gate of the Royal Hospital, amidst an immense crowd of Spectators, and 
conveyed with much difficulty through it to the Record Room, until the Painted Hall 
was prepared." Another Coffin very richly ornamented and adorned with various devices 
was then sent from London, in which the others were placed. On a Plate of Gold, his 
Lordship’s Honours were inscribed at full length, to which was added, After a series of 
transemdant and harme Services, this gallant Admiral fell gloriously in the moment of a brilliant 
and deanve Vktory over the Condnned Fleets of Fremce and Spain, off Trafalgar, on the 2Ut 
ofPetoher, 180^ r 

’ ,« (1806.) Oni Sunday morning, January 5, after Divine- Service, the Painted Hall where 

' » DeetmbirMh, l7M.' la the eveoiog of thb day, atai}a^r before six o’clock, were deposited in the Record 

Itoiiai, die lemain of the late Vice Admiral Lord Viscount NelsOn, preparatory to his lying in sute in the IVnuoi 
Broaght from on hoard hu Mi^erty’s ship Victory (in whi^ vessel he was killed in the action off Cape 
IVa&igar on the iVtt of October last) by the Commissioner’s yacht from Sheemess. Jot. Martyn, Solicitor; 
ft. Clerk of the Cheque.’ 

. ’ Hia.JUw^diip’b epmains were brought here by warrant from the I/trds Commissioners of tlic Admiralty, by 
joAn Toson, Jps. WkMy, J,,J. SeOtt, A. M. Owplain, George I^yler, York Herald.' .... 

^ JTiiniAlft 4rt/tl(b6b On tbi* day, at a quarter before three o^cIock in the afternoon^ tiie remains of the late 
V A ' LnM VnieoAlA Nelson wem removed from the Record Hoorn to the Painted Hall, for the purpose of lying 
lii'Sw A‘ J‘. Scott, Chsj^ain and foreign Secretary to Lord Nelsoir, Jc-». Kartyn, Solicitor 

• of the Smith, J. GodbyJ * 

. , Emmeted/hmfhe fiseord Book, J. P. Dyer. 

VJOL. II. ® ® 
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ihc Body lay in states was opened to the public: The Rev. Mr. Scott, Mr, Whidbey, and 
Mr. Tyson, attending as the principal Mourners. The Hall being closed at fiiur o’clock, 
was again opened on the following Monday and Tuesday ; and according Co a calculation 
inadc'by Mr. Whidbey, upwards of 30,000 persons during the three days came to view the 
Cefipuiony. On Tuesday evening, about four o’clock, the Elizabeth and Mary Brig arrived 
utf 6rcenwich from Chatham, commanded by Lieutenant Brown, with a select band of ' 
Seamen and Marines from the brave Crew of the Victory, in order to attend the Funeral 
of their late Commander. Lord Hood received them at the north gate near the river 
amidst the gratings and acclamarions of their Countrymen : The honourable Scars which 
they bore were viewed with gratitddc, and the Governor gave his orders that they should 
be admitted. into tlie Painted Hall, to shew how England honoured the Hero, who had 
done his duty. During this aihseting Scene no strangers were admitted. 

On Wednesday, January 8lh, at half past seven o’clo^^ slich Naval.Offic^ra as had 
enjoyed the friendship of the late noble Admiral, and now wished to-.ahew every honour 
to his memory, assembled at the Admiralty in order to proceed, to. Greenwich for the 
Body. The Lord Mjsyor and the diderent Companies of- the City of l^ndon proceeded 
also thither in their State Barges. A violent Tempest had arisen during tbe Night from the 
westward, and the tide had in conli^uence ebbed so extremely low that was feared there 
would be considerable difficulty in conveying the Body to the river* Op the. signal being 
made, an avenue of Troops was immediately formed from the houses of die Gti^Yarnor and 
Lieutenant Governor to the North Gale, leading to the River,' apd at the san^B instant 
another avenue was opened from Uie Painted Chamber: The ProceS8iQD(..thcn began to 
move towards the River, preceded by Military JVIusic, and Drums and Royal 

Uniform, playing the Dead March in Saul. Then came 500 of the Gr^wicllii Pensioners, 
followed by six Mourners, .and by eight trumpeters' sot^ndkkg the ^RHthfPtaha. The 
Standard,, by a Captain, supported by^tivo Lieutenants. Then io\~ 

lowed Badg^ of Chivalry, the Barnier of the G^er of the Bath, 

Immediately ppecei^iiig,tjble. Body was 
seen. Captain;|ia]^y, supported by twp lieutenants of the Viemvy, .benri^ a Banner of 
emblems and Armorial B^a^mgs; and next after the Bier foll4i|^/ffie ..Venerable' Sir . 
Parker, Admiral of the Fleet, tlie early I’atron and Friend of -hTelibn, aedompani^ by the 
Hon. Captain Blackwood as his IVain. jBearer.; the Supporteri to the. Chief Mouineritrare 
the Admirals Lords Hood and Radstockj who were followed by- Vice Caldtrell, * 

Hamilton, Nugcot, Bligh, Sir R. Curtis, and SirC. MvPole.' 

Lieutenants of Uie Victory closed the procession : The whole parsed throu|^k.the 

north gate to the rivdr side along the causeway. ‘ .. . rt: , 1 ^'/ 

'riic Body having been placed in die Admiral’s own Barge, ^^4 givCn- itv 

brave and faithfi^li Crew, the remainder of the Procetfiipn was i^miQoic|4iliyy 



m 


moved forward. The weather Ixscanie astonishingly favourable, and the thousands of 
Spectators wlio lined the shore on both sides, uncovered their heads as the Body passed. * 
As the Procession passed the J ower, about a (|uartcr before three o’clock, its guns at 
minute intervals^gava notice of the approach to Westminster. Alioul a quarter past thffec 
the‘Bargcs arrived off Whitehall ; when 8(X) of the 7th Royal Veteran Battalion opened 
the line of Procession to the Admiralty. The Weather now again became suddenly tem- 
pestuous, a cloifd with Thunder and Lightning spread throughout the horizon ; and the 
particular coincidence of the abatement and coming on of the tempfest at the beginning 
and termination of the Procession by water, made a deep impression on the depressed 
minds of the Seamen who were assembled. 


During the following night every preparation was made to add splendour and funereal 
grandeur to the last solemn National Rites w'hich £ngi.and paid to Narsox. Nearly 
10,000 regulars, consisting chiefly of the regiments that had fought and conquered in 
Egypt, and had like the deceased Admiral exerted themselves to deliver the World from 
the tyrannic ambition of the Infidel Power of Fnmce, preceded the Herd to his Tomb. The 
splendid appearance of so gallant a body of men in the Funeral Procession of a Warrior, 
whose whole soul had been filled with martial glory, assembled with so much facility and 
without the smallest bustle, gave no inconsiderable proof to such of our Enemies' as were 
present, what the eherj^ of the Country could produce. The streets through which the 
Procession passed to St. Paul’s, were lined by 20,000 volunteers, two deep on each side; 
and had during the night been covered with gravel, laid ready for the purpose. 

When thel^ morning of the 9th arrived, every thing conspired to favour the general 
wishes of tbq British Nation, and the weaker w'as particularly favourable. At an etirly 
hour hb Royal’ lli{^ness the Prince, having been disappointed in his wish to honour the 
memory of Lord Nelson, which his Royal Highness felt to be his duly as Heir Apparent, 
attended' only in a private capacity with the rest of the Princes of the Blood Royal. About 
noon lh» pipc^on began to move from the Admiralty. The Scotch Greys were amongst 


the firsts ;jkhe regiments that led. Then followed thePkd regiment (Highlanders), the 
79tfa (jEjlijl^landers), the dlst foot, the 21st foot, two squadrons of the 14th light dragoons, 
two sqtMtdidhs of the lOlh (the Prince’s) and two squadrons of the 2d. 1’bc military bands 


an; they paused played soleifin dirges. The military part of the processions was closed by 
the Royal Artillery with .eleven pieces of canhon, and four companies of g^nadiers.' 

* ^ ^^'j^sbindlpait of 'tihie''processfon then moved forward ; consisting chibfly of the private 
grwnmofle^..then' of Peers (beginning with Barons and closing with Dukes), 

had been allowed to cotnc to London on his parole, to seo the Fromsion. 
afOiS'OMMCi): sowinirir'of this Proceuion, not excepting even the one which appeared in tiie UaecUe, was 
with ooitaiderable corrections and additions in Uie Gentleman's Magasiiic for 
uniU(oidabIy p«Mt|)oncd, together with the Wills that were made by I/ird 
Kk1sop/^l{ffliM>f nfaiicli tiiliin 'tlie date of March 1798. ^ 
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and aAcnverds of the Royal Family with The Pbikce. At nearly ihe head, pf, this 

division, next to the 48 pensioners of Greenwich Hospital, were 48 Seamen and Marines 

of H. M. S. Victory, in their usual dress, with crape hatbands, and the Afimiral’s ba^'s 

civw: they should certainly have been statioiuxl near the body of their Admiral, aud have 

thus added to the association impressed on every mind. Jt was also to be lamented, thgt 

in a Procession of such national interest and iinporlance, the direction of its solemn pomp 

• ^ ^ •* 
and splendid pageantry had not been assigned to the President and Council of^he Royal 

Academy, whose pnncssional taste and science would have done honour to the munificence 
of the Nation. A great portion of the interest, which the third or last part of the Proces- 
sion would have inspired, was lost in along train of mourning coaches, which owing to tlic 
favourable weather were not required. Had the OfTiccrs of the Navy walked in procession, 
and the various honourable Insignia of the Bath, and of the other Orders of Knighlhood 
been carried by the Heralds on foot, a greater degree of propriety and of interest would 
certainly have been imparted. One most interesting object in the Procession was the Hag 
of the noble Admiral’s ship the Victory, torn by the innumerable balls that had passed 
through it in the fury of the Battle. It was stiiincd with the blood of its intrepid crew, 
and during some pauses in the procession, the Seamen who bore it opened its j^ple folds, 
and shewed their Countrymen what marks of honour it displayed: was tMFiag.iff qnpr 

great Jdmiralf which was never lowered, hut at his death, . . f < 

• * ’ t I ^ 

There was a considerable pause before this last division qf thp. Procession, consisting 
of the Mourners, IcA the Admiralty, in order to give sufficient time, for .the carriages in 
the preceding division. At length it began to move forward; when the unabated iatcrest 
of the crowd of spectators was considerably increased, to view the Bier on which t)u^9dy 
of their Hero had been elevated, and at the earnest request of the multitade Who thn^ged 
the Admiralty, the Coffin had been laid open‘ to the public view. It was j^reooded by 
the Richmond Herald in his Tabard, by the Great Banner borne i>y Captain Moonom, 
supported by Lieutenants Keys and I'uckcr. Then came the York, Somerset, Lancaster,' 


{ 


and Chester Heralds, in their Tabards, bearing the Gauntlet and Spurs, thf^IIalm and 
Crest, the Target and Sword, and lastly the Surcoat of the illusti^oUs Kpight. ^e 
Coronet of the Warrior, that badge of rank which his Sovereign had 'cbn^recy^cr the 
Battle of Aboukir, and which was now raised , to that of ah Earldom, was borne cm & 


black velvet cushion, in the absence of Clarencicux, by Nonoy King A^uatg^^^tendw 
by two Gentlemen Ushers. Six Lieutenants followed to bear the Banii^WijiMy|w i 
mirals to bear the Canopy, and four Admirals to suppbrt the PalK 


bearing the. Body nnder an elevated canopy with plumjatj sdpy ' 
resembling palm trees, and having in its ftont and badk a.citrv^ 

*' It liiu] actuBlIy been the intention of those who directed die Funeiisl, to covW 
block Velvet Pall, b^t the popnlacs became so urgent that it was fortonateljr removed. 
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hra<)'an'd sterti of H. M. S. the Victory. The body was fullowcd by Garter j^incipal King* 
of Amis in Jiis Tabard with his sceptre, by the Chief Mourner Admiral Sir Peter 
Parher, and his train bearer tlie Hon. Captain Blackwood: Captain Hardy, attended by 
Captain Bayntun and by Lieutenants King and Bligh, lastly bore the Banner of Emblems 
before the Relations of the deceased ; and the whole was closed by Odieers of the Navy 
and Army, according to their respective ranks. 

If the Procession was solemn and affecting, as seen by the spectators from the houses 
of the streets through which it passed from the Admiralty to St. Paul’s, it by no means 
lost any of its interest to the numbers who from the first dawn of light had assembled in 
St. Paul’s. About a quarter before one, tlie grenadiers of the 92d [llighlaiulj regiment 
arrived at that Cathedral, and marching to the choir, formed in a single line on each side 
of the platform extending from the choir, so as to guard both sides of the passage from the 
great western door. Tlieir noble ap|>earance and great military fame for some minutes 
repressed the anxious expectation of the vast assembly. An uninterrupted stillm ss marked 
the decent sorrow of every one, when the distant sounds of sacred music announced that 
the Procession was ascending the hill on which the Cathedral stands: the fifes of the 
infantry, the trampets of the cavalry sounded, and at length the great western door of 
St. Phul’s was thrown open. The Pkinck entered, with such of his Royal Bro- 
thers as were not engaged in the military duties of the day, and attended by Lord 
.Moira, Bishops of Lincoln and Chester, and the other Dignitaries of St. Paul’s, 
to the choir. His Royal Highness then returned to the western door and waited until' 
the Body of l^ord Nelson arrived, when the procession was again formed : The ditferimt 
Admirals who supported the pall and canopy attended in their places, with the banncrolls 
of tlie family borne on each side of the coffin by six Officers of the Victory, the Dean and 
Pfebendaries chanting the sublime exordium for burial: during the service in the choir, 
an anthem composed for the solemnity was sung. The Procession then moved towards 
the grave, when the Dean pronounced the rites of sepulture, and the last holy dirge to the 
departed (ipirit of Nelsow was heard throughout the dome, Hjs Body is buried in 
PEACE, IlUT HIS Name livetu evermore. 

' (1^0 Thus ^ buried by the Country for which he died. Several fami- 

lies of distinclibn immediately put on mourning, to mark in the most public manner their 
actttb^whM'bf jffie loss iwhich the Nation hud sustained. The King on opening the Parlia- 
* imqnt o^misslibn, 21, thus delivered by the Chancellor, Lord Eldon, his Royal 

of Trafalgar. « the Victory obtained over the Combined 
3fte^y^i^ce.an3§^ila off Cape T^ has manifested beyond any Exploit rccoided . 

the Irtish Navy, the Skill and Enterprise of his Majesty’s Officers '' 
dMtFttCtkm of so large a proportion of the navid strength of the 
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.Enemy has nU only confirmed, In the most signal ma^er, the Maritime' Supeiiority of ' 
this Country, but has, essentially contributed to the security of his Majestj^'s dominions. ' 
Ilis Majesty most deeply regrets that the day of that memorable Triumph should liave'^^ 
been unhappily clouded by the fall of the heroic Commander under vhpm it was 
achimred: and he is persuaded you will feel that this lamented but glorious termination bf^ 
a series of transccndant Exploits claims a distinguished expression of the lasting gratitude 
of the Country; and that you will therefore cheerfully concur in enabling his Majesty to' 
annex to those Honours which he has conferred on the Ffunily of the late Lord Viscount 
Nelson, sucli a mark pf national munificence, aa may preserve to the latest ppsti^ity tlie 
Memory of his Name and Services, and the benefit of his great example.*’— -A Monument \ 
was a^rwards voted by Parliament; and at Liverpool, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and many 
other principal cities and towns of the United Kingdom, the public gratitude has dic- 
tated the Vote of a similar distinction. Nor must the Column which has been erected 
to his memory on Fortsdown Hill, called Nelson’s Pillar, j^awed unnoticed. It is 
a sjimple but noble piece of architecture, serving as a land mai^, ;and has beim raised at 
the expence of his cmnpanipns in the Victory of Trafalgar. It has oii one side t^e follow- 
ing inscription: , 

CONSECRATED ' v 

TO THE MEMORT Of ' .y - 

LORD VISCOUNT NELSON " 

BT THE ZEALOUS ATTACHMENT 
OF ALL THOSE WHO rPHOnT AT 

TRAFALGAR, 

TO PERPETUATE HIS TRIUMPH 
AND THEIR REGRET. ‘ 

MDCCCV. 


And on the opposite: 


THE BRITISH FLEET CONSISTED OF 
TWENTY SEVEN SHIPS OF THE UNEj, 

OF FRANCE AND SPAIN THIR^ THREE, . 
NINETEEN OF WHICH WERE TAKEN 
OR DESTHOTSD. 


'fwo ships also were directed to be built, and named, the one after the n(^ 
and the other after Cape Trafalgar, near which the Be'ttle haft biSeh 
loss of such an Officer was to his Cotintry, no inconsideraUe ^ 

been derived from^ the reflection, that his fall at such a mAmimi 

mation of his Fapie: As Lord Henry Petty observed in the House of Commons on the 

^ ■* 
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Delate/ respecting a further provision for the Nelson Family, At tUf felA Agricola, 
non fantum l^ta, sed etiam opportunitate Mortis.. The sole ambition of this great Admiral 
was to do his Duty in no common manner, and to fulfil the expectations of his Country. 
His Fame, though it did not require this contpletion, was sealed by the Battle pf 
Trafaigv. There could hardly be any other exploit left to achieve, in which he could 
hope again to surpass himself, and to turn the fate of Europe, by his able direction of Ihe 
naval power of his Country. 

The Character of Loan Nelsox, as an Admiral, a Statesman, and an Englishman, 
has tjeen ably drawn in the preceding pages by his own hand, and by such of his 'Friends 
as could best appretiate and discriminate its various excellence, llie merited Eulogy of 
his professional character, which his repeated and extraordinary services so often produced 
in both Houses of Parliament, took a more solemn and ample range after the Battle of 
Trafalgar. 

I’he Public Character of Lord Nelson as a great Naval Officer is without a parallel 
in the age in which he lived. The splendour of his professional career proceeded 
from the uniform aeal by which his conduct was inspired, and the profound judg* 
ment and mature reflection by which that 2cal was disciplined. His ardent mind was 
always intent on the one great object of Duty which was at any time before him: It is to 
the Day of Batik (he constantly repeated a short time previous to his death). It is to the Day 
of Battle, and only to that day, that I anxiously look. like an experienced Warrior, and 
a great Politician, he never steered a middle course, nor adopted half measures. His idea 
of naval enterprises was, as he strongly expressed it in his admirable letter to Sir Hyde 
Parker before the battle of Copenhagen, To take the Bull by the Homs, for that the strongest 
measures were the best. All his Officers were sensible of the powerful energies of his mind 
on Public DUI^, and implicitly relied upon them. 

In addition to those features of character, which appear in thejntercsting 'Memoir of 
his conduct boUi during the Battle of Copenhagen, and on his taking the command in 
the Baltic, the fiflldiwing remarks of Captain Blackwood may be added: As far as my 
judgment went, I am sure - Lord Nelson was the greatest and best Admiral this Country 
could ever boast. He ^vemed those' who were under him by the most gratifying acts of 
iriydtn^, endeavouring to make all soils of service as pleasant as circumstances would 
His discernment also made him assign to every Officer that service for which his 


* .kiWnfeA MV ■ ( 

,rt8Q6i jfbich ttminated in a ^rant of 5000/. per annum, and of \90flQ0t. in money, including 
^of lu* tiordahip’t nsten, Mri. Bolton and Mrs. Matcbam. 

S^b, Nov. 1798 (see page l07), and in tbe debate in tbe House of Lords on 
y*®*®*! of Tialalgar. 

.1 . * Pages 861-898. 
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abilities best calculated; and though he would have Duty done, yet he never drew 
' the cord too tight. He carried on the duty of a Commander in Chief, by addressing 
himself to the feelings of those under him, on which he so well acted, tBat every Officer 
and Man vied who should do his best:, and 1 am quite persuaded he euceecded in taking 
bqd Officers so satisfied with themselves, that he reformed many, and from all produced 
moVc real service, than any other Admiral ever did, or ever will do.'* 

'I’he consciousness of his great Abilities, and the zeal which incited them, frequently 
gave him an appearance of what has vaguely been termed vanity; which seems too com- 
mon and (jegrading an appellation for that Passion, wliich has fed the flame of genius in 
the illustrious men of ail ages. Nelson often felt and acknowledged a supernatural 
influence which raised him above the common level of mankind, and made him feel from 
his youth upwards, that he was born to perfonn great and unrivalled exploits: If God gives 
me li/Cf he would often exclaim, I mil Ite renowned. In the West Indies (1785),' when 
surrounded by such alarming and powerful enemies, how astonishingly did he rise above 
them all, and reply to the Governor of the Leeward Islands, I have the honour. Sir, of 
being as old as the Prime Minister of England, and think m^lf as capable tf commanding one 
of his Majestfs ships, as that Minister is of governing the State, His intrepid spirit, and 
sound judgment, bore down obstacles which would have impeded common minds, and 
proved the truth of his favourite opinion. That perseverance in the race which is set before 
us, will generally meet with its reward even in this lifis: Without havmg ony Inheritmee, to 
use his own words,** I have received all the Honours of my Profession, been created a Peer of. 
Great Britain, ^c. and I may therefore say to the -Reader, Go thou and do Ukewise. 

In what an eminent degree Lord Nelson possessed Wisdom, properly so called, the 
following definition of it, as given by a learned Writer,' will amply demonstrate : ** The 
general conception of Wisdom is easy, and the character of it invariable. It consists first 
of the deliberate proposing the best and fittest end; and secondly of the fixed choice, and 
the steady undeclining pursuit of the most proper and effectual means, in order to promote 
it.” — 'I'liis clearly appeared in his orders and plans of attack, which were simple, and, when 
made known, easily understood. His Wisdom extended throughout hn squadron, and 
reflected light on those who would otherwise have been bewildered. The decision and 
consistency which this imparled to his professional conduct, left no room for doubt or 
uncertainty in the minds of his Officers: consequently the whole circle of Obedience in 
his Fleet was perfect. The manner in which he concluded his directions Vo an Officer,* 
when he wished him particularly to exert himself, was admirably cateufa^^ to call fbrdi 
whatever energies he possessed: I am confident, said he at the doi^'bf plife bf his letters on 

‘ Vo). 1. page 71. ** Conclution of the Memoir prefixed to tbiiVoluine.. . , 

' • Dr.Foiter. 
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6cryice» tiat you i^U act a» appears to you best for his Majesty's service : I rely tebp cor^dence 
upw yopr Judgment, Zeal, and Expedition. 

The foUowiilg lines are very descriptive of the character of Lord Nelson, ^cy arc 
takra from one of the best Poems which appeared after his death in honour of his IMemory, 
styled Ubn and Trafalgar, which deserves particular notice, as having been assigned to^an 
intimate Friend of Mr. Pitt. 


By tlint pure fire^ before that hallow’d Toinb^ 

Heroes and Chiefs iti Valour’s opening bloom 
Frequent^ in Boleinn pilgrimage slmli stand. 

And vow to prizes like Thee, their Native Land , 

With pious ardour tby bright course pursue. 

And bid thy blended Virtue live anew : 

Tby Skill to plan, thy Enterprise to dare, 

Tby Might to strike, thy Clemency to spare; 

That Zeal, in which no thought of self had part. 

But thy lov.'d Country iili'd up all thy heart. 

That conscious Worth, from pride, from meanness free, 
And^manners mild as guileless infancy ; 

The scorn of worldly Wealth, the thirst of Fume 
. , . Unquenchable, die blush of generous shame. 

And Bounty’s genial flow, and Friendship’s holy flame,” 


No Comaiander in Chief ever struggled more uniformly than he did, to oppose that 
ovcrrulihg.pplitical iotmest at home, which prevented an Admiral from rewarding Merit, 
when the yeiy spirit of the Service required it, and called on him to preserve 4 general 
emulaj^iqn t^iironghout his Fleet. Ills letters to the different Minist^ demonstrate hi^ 
on that increasing evil : In those addressed to the Adfoiralty, many of 
omittedi are some filled with his reasons for an apparent neg- 
ji- _i _ •# ... .1. vhich be had been directed to promote. NaLsow frequently 
ts of great and distinguished ability, whom he had sciirccly seen : 
(^idhe when writing to a great Statesman then at the Admiralty), that 
hfioe the pomer <f rewarding Merit, if he whites for good conduct 



* w i 

in no more to jfour Lordship upon this subject. Wt must think 


. ; 


’j^^wxious cfne of the Pu}dic looney and his attention to an economy of it, never 
his foi^d, nor.^d^ed. him callous to the feqlings and comfort of his men. 

fcljoard, ^ was always restless until it had reached its 
of foe Nation’s wealth, he equally reprobated 
diipqtit^ |^;pmimony whiqh periodically affected foe energies of the 

b^' w^en writing to one of our Cdnsuls in the Mcdi- 


tOL, XI. 


6 D 



470 


U!iTanean),|^ visiles to be more economical of the Public Money than n^ysdf; yet in our 
present state, and with the sort'of people vbom we have to niana|^ in these matters, Care ' 
must be taken, not to be penny tme, and pound JboM." He also poiticulaiiy complained of 
oJd unprincipled men» who were in every respect nnifit to serve thein Countiyy being 
allowed to retain situations abroad of great national importance: One of. his’ letters on this 
subject thus condudes, flip Xore^yotmgei* men, ^iionour and ^itatness: J[f 

they are money nuMng men, they ought not to be i^pointeid. . . 

like all men of great genius and ^guine minds, the prqudioesof Lord Nelson were 
strong, aivl sometimm, when uh&irty worited upon, JUiti6on^viOS^Ie:’«i one not e/uify 
unkind, but, being tmiiigAt, perpkted ini the eertreme. - ilie Oxilttisitei tenderness of his 
mind unwi^^ by their forc^ . extendi to .a]l trith, wl^. ^ and 

operated pow^lly on their hearts. !l^e giati^..4^d^’^bt^^ of 

the Foudroyant, on his return to.Fnfijand proof of iL 

Whenever he found him^lf’, disappmn^ :|b' , ^ 
fovourable an opinion, ho nrely 

the routine of sen^ ’mig^' oontnide t<( pre^ 

vdled in his BeH might r^dain'^,hintinTnpt^''|^|^^r|’jl^^^^^$W,' 

The whole Cht^lor of thh' great his . 
uniform sense ^.the'.b|Bwed-’tenets of ^Ose in^ 




^The whole </hl^lor of thh' great by his. . 
and ignoble paSfdcniii wi^ 

dcred him suDeriibirtotBei^6fhisc6ntfemi>t««ii^liBfefil^^^^ ^P^ Sa|ii^ 

In every work ^ere^pre ili^ ^he^undertoofc^ in me.itM^ of hmjll^n^.'Cptmtry,^ ' 

it, in the fongua^ of ’ihe^??'”^ 
of Nelson, to use nearly ti^' wdi^S' of om^wh^vjiut^^ excd^ce, 

will endure as long as the name of Iw Counl^ sbalji j^ .piphnn agj»*bf ^e 

world by .future generations of mdi, apd it'win;..W.iaitemig^;lt^|t^^ 
have lived during diat Era whidi hh'^ ennobled. , Let 

by emulating the perfi^ot). of bis ^b^ap^ ’ahd'thfe.’-disindritilliiy^ ' " 

and should the tunp henafler arrive, whep'j^ (^r 

tcct the Tomb ov Nkls'on, andthe;lilM^wHi(^^i^''’’^h^^||;|^^^&bM^u|i||^; 
Spirit hover aroun^ us, and with the blps^ng 6f'€io4v!Pltdii^d^^iji p »^ 


'Ihe'Fame 
dot exedmee, 
Bw agj»*bf ^e 
Wpost^'ty’ii^' 
l^is^JtfeipO^-. 
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ntferred to at page 3. 

** To the King's Most Excellent Mtyesty., the Memorial of Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B. and a Resr 

Admiral in your Majesty's Fleet. 

“XiiAT during the present war, your Memorialist has been in four aetions with the fleets o£ 
the enemy, viz. on the 13th and 14th of March, 1795; on the 13th of July, 1795; and on 
thp 14th of February, 1797; in three actions widt frigates; in six engagemeijts against 
batteries; in ten actions in boats employed in cutting out of harbours; in destroying vessels, 
and in taking three towns. Your Memorialist has also served on shore with the army four 
months, and copimanded the batteries at the sieges of Bastia and Calvi. That during the 
war he has insisted at the capture of seven sail of the line, six frigates, four corvettes, and 
eleven privateers of different sizes; and taken and destroyed near fifty sail of merchant 
vessels; and your Memorialist has actually been eng^ed agdnst the enemy upwards of onk 
HUV paEn AVt> .twt.VTe tijies. In which service your Memorialist has lost his right eye and 
arm, tedd been severely wounded i^hd bruised in his body. All of which services and w'ounds 
your Memorialist niost humbly submits to your Majesty’s most gracious consideratioii. 

\ ^ ■ : , . . (Signed) NELSON.” 

October, 17^. <'■ 


\ N-9. 


Burned to at page 86. 

A Return of the MuaandH^oimdgdh His M^estfs Ships under the Command of Sir Horatio 
Nelson^ ^c. in Action with the French Fleet at 

'^^nchbfi'dn tieMoutk the Nile. 
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N»8. 


' 

Officers Killtril. 

1 

Officen Wounded. 

f 

Name and Quality. 

1 what Ship. 1 

Name and Quality. 


Captain William Faddy, Marines 
Mr. Tliuinas Seymour, Mid. 

Mr. John G. Taylor, Mid. I 


VANOUAltD 


TllESF.fS 


Mr. John Collins, Lieutenant. / Alexander 


Audacious 


Mr. jBaird, Captain’s Clerk. 


Mr. Will. Davies, Master’s Mate. 
Mr. Andrew Browne, Mid. 

G. B. Westcott, Captain. 

Mr. Zebedee Ford, Mid. 

Mr. Andrew Gilmore, Boatswain. 

Mr. Robt. Savage Daniel, Lieut. 
Mr. P. Watson Launder, Do. 

Mr. (xcorge Jollilfe, Do. 

Mr. Thos Ellison, Master’s Mate. 


Lieut. J. S. Kirtchescr, Marines. 
Mr. P. Walters, Master’s Mate. 


Obion 


Goliath 


Majestic 


iBelleropuon 


Minotaur 

SwiFTSURE 

(Signed) 


Mr. Nath. Vassal, Lieutenant. 
Mr. John M'Adyc, Do., 

Mr. John Campbell, Aidm. Sec. 

\ Mr. Michael Austin, Boatswain. 
Mr. John Weatherstone, Mid. 
Mr. George Antrim, Mid. 

Lieutenant Hawkins. 

'Alexander J. Ball, Captain. 

John Creswell, Captain Marines. 
I Mr. William Lawson, Master. 
Mr. George Bully, Mid. 

Mr. Lake Anderson, Mid. 

( Mr. John Jeans, Lieutenant. 

Mr. Charles Foot, Gunner. 

Sir James' Saumarez, Captain. 
Mr. Peter Sadler, Boatswain. 

Mr. Philip Richardson, Mid. 

Mr. Charles Meill, Mid. 

Mr. Lanfesty, Mid. 

Mr. William Wilkinson, Lieut 
Mr. Law. Graves, Mid. 

Mr. Peter Strachan, Schoolmast. 
Mr. James Payne, Mid. ' . 

‘)\fr. Charles Seward, Mid. 

Mr. Charles Boyle 

Mr. R. Overton, Captain’s Clerk. 

'Henry D. Darby, Esq. Captain. 
Mr. inward Kirby, Master. 
Captain John Hopkins, Marines. 
Mr. Chapman, Boatswain. 

Mr. Nicholas Botham, Mid. 

pMr. Thomas Irwin, lieut. 

I Mr. John Irwell, lieui Marines. 

I Mr. T. Foxton, Second Master. 
[Mr. Martin We)ls, Mid. 

Mr. William Smith, Mid. 

HORATIO NELSON. 
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N-S. 


Referred to at pajge 87. 


Force of (he English and French Fleets at the Battle of the Nile. 


Eilglieh. 

• 

Gum. 

Nurn 

Men. 

berof 

Killed 

Woundnt' 

Vanguard 

74 

595 

:]() 

75 

Orion 

74 

590 

13 

29 

Ciilloden 

74 

590 

0 

0 

Bcllcrophon 

74 

590 

49 

148 

Defence 

74 

590 

4 

11 

Afinntaur 

74 

*640 

S3 

()4 

Alexander 

74 

590 

14 

58 

Audacious 

74 

590 

1 

35 

Zealous 

74 

5.90 

1 

7 

Swiftsure 

74 

590 

7 

22 

Majestic 

74 

590 

50 

143 

Goliah - 

74 

590 

21 

41 

Theseus 

74 

590 

5 

1 30 

Leander 

50 

343 

0 

14 


1012 

8 O 68 

S18 

H 


Frcnclu 


L’Orient 

Lc Franklin 

Le Tonnant 

Lc Gucrricr 

Le Conquerant - - - 

^artiate 

Lc 'Kmol^on 

Lc Sovereign People 
L'[lciircii.\ ------ 

Lc Mercure - - - - - 

I/Artemi.se 

L'Aquilon ------ 

La Scricusc ------ 

L’llercule (Bomb) - - 

La Fortune 

Lc Guillaume Tell - - 

Lc Genereux 

I.a Justice 

La Diane 


N umber of 

Gune. 1 Men. ^ 

\ low ills* 
|l08vd of. 

120 

1010 

Burnt 

80 

800 

Taken 

80 

800 

Do 

74 

700 

Do 


700 

Do 

74 

700 

Do 

74 

7(X) 

Burnt 

74 

700 

Taken 

74 

7<K) 

Do 

74 

700 

Do 

36 

300 

Burnt 

74 

700 

Taken 

3() 

300 

Sunk 


50 

Burnt 

18 

70 

'faken 

80 

800 

Escaped 

74 

700 

Do 

40 

400 

Do 

40 

400 

Do 

11. Ob' 

1I2;)0 

' 


Complement of men on board the French ships burnt, taken, ^ 

and sunk at the battle of the Nile; as by certiticates from > 8930 

ther commissaries and oAicers of the different ships - • - 3 
Sent on-shoi'e by cartel, including the wounded, as by ) 

'cettificates from Captain Barry of L'Alccste - - > 


Escaped frmn the Timol^on 350 

Escaped ffdm L’Hcrcule (Bomb) 50 


Officers) carpenters, and caulkers, prisoners on board } 

^e' fleet •••, - » 

' ’ 3705 

Taken, drowned, burnt, aild missing .'><5*25 


(Signed) 


HORATIO NELSON. 
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Rrferred to Page 107» 

Grants oj Armorial Ensigns to Lard Nelson, and Augmentations, registered in the College of 
\Arms; also a concise Account of the Foreign Orders conferred upon him, and description of 
the Badges. 


Sect. 1. 

* Grant of the Armorial Ensigns of the honourable Order of the Bath. , 

To all and singular to whom these presents shall come, Sir Isaac Heard, Knight, (iiarter 
Principal King of Arms, and Thomas Lock, Esq. Clarenceux King of Arms, of the South* 
East and West parts of England, from the river Trent southwards, send greeting: Whereas 
Sir Hobatio Nelson, Knight of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Rear Ad- 
miral of the Blue Squadron of His Majesty's Fleet, and Colonel of the Chatham Division of 
Marines, hath represented unto the Most Noble Charles Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal, and 
Hereditary Marshal of England, that he is descended by tradition from' the family of 
Nelson, registered in the Herald's visitation of Lancashire, Anno his llhmily having 
borne the Arms appertaining to the family so registered; but being unable, from the want 
of family evidences, to ascertain his connection with the said family, he requested the 
iavour of his Grace's warrant for our graitting and exemplifying the said Armorial Ensigns, 
with such variation as may be necessary to be borne by him, and by his' father, Edmund 
Nelson, Clerk, Rector of Burnham Thorpe in the County of Norfolk, and by their descen- 
dants according to the Laws of Arms. And forasmuch as his Grace did by warrant under his 
hand and seal, bearing date the twenty-eighth day of August last, authorize and direct us 
to grant and exemplify such Armorial Ensigns accordingly. Know ye, therefore, that we 
the said Garter and Clarenceux, in pursuance of the consent of the said Earl Marshal, and by 
virtue of the letters patent of our several otHces to each of us respectively granted, under 
the great seal of Great Britain, have devised, and do by these presents grant,^ exemplify, and 
conlirm to the said Sir Horatio Nelson the Arms following, that is to s4y. Or, a Cross— 
Flory Sable, a Bend Gules, surmounted by another engrailed of the Held, charged with 
three Bombs, fired proper. And fur the Crest on a wreath of the colours, the Stem of a 
Spanish Man of War, proper, thereon inscribed- * San Josef;’ being the name of one of the Kne 
of battle ships, taken in the Engagement with the Spanish Fleet, off Cape' St Vincent^ oh 
the fourteenth day of February, 1797, by Ilis Majesty’s Fleet, under the cOniunand of Sir 
John Jervis, Knight of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath (now Earl Of Saiht Vincenl^^ 
to he home and used for ever hereafter by him the said Rear Admiral Sir HorAtio Nkcbdit 
( as a meirforial of his distinguished Services and Merits, which' will be more paiticularly statdil 
in his Patent of Supporters) and his descendants, and by those of his said^ father, ^fidmnnd * 
Nelson, with due and ])ropcr differences according to the laws of Arms, wilBdUt the let or 
interruption of any person or persons whatsoever. In witness whereof we the said Garter 
and Clarenceux, Kings of Arms, have to these presents subscribed oui^'hiUU^ and affixed the 
seals of our scvcwl offices this twenty-eighth day of October, in the thirty-eighth year of 
the reign of ouitSovercign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God Kihg of Qfc^at Bri- 

I 
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tain, France, and ^[rcland, Defender of the Faith, &c. and in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-seven. * * 

The aforegoing is truly extraete*! from the Records of tlie College of Anns, London. 
Witness my hand this 27th day of June, 1809, 

* ‘GEORGE NAYLER, 

I'ork Herald, and (ienealogist of' the Order of' the liath^ 


N" 4, Sect. 2. 

Hit Majettjft Grata to Sir H. Nelton, K. B. of' Supporters to his Armorial Ensigns. 

To all and singular to whom these presents sludl come. Sir Isaac Heard, Knight, Garter 
Principal King of Arms, sendeth greeting : Whereas the King's Most Excellent Majesty, in 
consideration of the great skill, good conduct, bravery, and discipline of Sir Horatio Nelson, 
Commodore, and Colonel of the Chatham Division of Marines, (now Rear Admiral of the 
Blue,) in the memorable Engagement and decisive and glorious Victory obtained by His 
Mi^esty’s Fleet under the command of Sir John Jervis, Knight of the Most Honourable Order 
of the Bath, (now Earl of Saint Vincent) Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chief, 
over the Spanish Fleet off Cape St. Vincent, on the fourteenth day of February last, hath 
been graciously pleased to constitute him a Knight Companion of the Moat Honourable 
Military Order of the Bath. And whereas by a statute of the said Order it is decreed, that 
the Knights Companiotts, for their greater distinction and honour, shall u{M>n all occasions 
whatever, bear and use Supporters to their Arms; and that Garter Principal King of Arms 
for the time being, shall grant Supporters to such Companions as may not be entitled thereto 
by virtue of their peerage. Know ye, therefore, that I the said Garter, pursuant to the said 
decree, and the consent of the Most Noble Charles Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal, and 
Hereditary Marshal of England, signified to me by warrant under his hand and seal, bearing 
date the. twentieth day of September last, do by these presents grant and assign, to the said 
Sir .Horatio Nelsrm, the Supporters- following, that is to say, On the dexter a Sailor armed, 
with.* Cujdw a^a Pair of Pistols, in his belt proper, the exterior hand supporting a Staff, 
thereon hoisted a Commodore’s Flag Gules : On the Sinister, a Lion rampant, rc-guar<lant 
properf,>ii|*.hia mouth a.brohen Flag<staiF, therefrom flowing a Spanish Flag, Or and Gules, to 
bebontU MM|«;imi$d for'.e^4rbi^vpafter by hf.m, the said Sir Horatio Nelson, Knight Companion 
of the. Meat UoipMfUUblevMiHtaty Order , of the Bath, according to the tenor of the aforesaid 
statttte.lSB^ theijawif of.armsj without,the;let or interruption of any person or persons what- 
In, witness^ whel^f.-l the said Garter Principal King of Arms have to these presents 
aubit.cribed. tAy name, and afiixed. the s^ of my office, this ninth day of November, in the 
thirty-eighth of the reign, of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of 
* pod Kihg-ufiprfst Britain, Fr^ce, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. and in the year 
of Lord OiMB '.thoujMiRd seven hundred and uinety^seven. 

. -,.^vi,^e.ahovB is a tru^ e.x:traet.from the Records of the* College of Anns, Loudon. 

• , s^i^tnena n^.j^ipd ^ 27th day of June, 1809, , 

. ^ GEORGE NAYLER, 

ir^ Htrafd, and Getiealogist of the Ofder of' the Bath. 
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V 

His MdJcstjf's (irant to Lord Ndsoii of certain honourable Augmaitation^ to his Armorial 

Ensigns on being elevated to the Peerage, 

f 

I. 

I'u all and singular to whom these presents shall conte, Sir Isaac Heard, Knight, Garter 
Principal King of Arms, scndeth greeting: Whereas Ilis Majesty hy warrant under his royal 
signet and sign manual, bearing date the fifteenth of November last, signified unto the Most 
Noble Charles Duke of Norfolk, Karl ^Marshal, and Hereditary Marshal of England, that he 
had been'gruciously pleased to advance Sir Horatio Nelson, Rear Admiral of the Blue STqua* 
droll of Ilis Majesty’s I'leet, and Knight of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, 
to the dignity of a Baron of the Kingdom of Great Britain by the name, style, and title of 
Baron Nelson of the Nile, and of Burnham Thorpe, in the County of Norfolk; and that 
being desirous of giving a further proof of the sense His Majesty entertains of the great 
2 cal, courage, and perseverance, manifested hy him upon divers occasions, and particularly 
of his able and gallant conduct in the glorious and decisive Victory obtained over the French 
Fleet near the mouth of the Nile on the first day of August last. His Majesty hath thought 
fit to grant him his gracious permission for his bearing certain honourable Augmentations to 
'bis Armorial Ensigns : viz. A (’hief undulated. Argent, thereon Waves of the Sea, from which 
a Palm Tree issuant, between a disabled Ship on the dexter and a ruinous Battery on the 
sinister, all proper; and for his Crest on a Naval Crown, Or, the Chelengk, or Plume of 
Triumph, presented to him by the Grand Seignior as a mark of his high esteem, and of his 
sense of the gallant conduct of the said Horatio Baron Nelson in the said glorious and deci- 
sive A’ictory. The said honourable Augmentations to be borne by the. said Horatio Baron 
Nelson and his issue, with the motto — Palmam qui meruit J'erat \ and to his Supporters, being 
a Sailor on the dexter, and a Lion on the sinister, the honourable Augpnentations following : 
viz. In the hand of the Sailor a Palm Branch, and another in the pavt** of the Lion, both 
proper, with the addition of a Tri-coloured Flag in the mouth of the latter. To be borne by 
the said Horatio Baron Nelson, and by those to whom the said dignity shall descend, in 
virtue of His Majesty’s Letters Patent of Creation, as set forth in the painting thereunto 
annexed; and that the same he first duty c.xeniplified according to the laws of arms, and 
recorded in the Herald’s Office. And forasmuch as the said Earl Marshal did hy warrant 
under his hand and seal, bearing date the twentieth day of November last, authorize and 
ilircct me to exemplify and grant to the said Horatio Baron Nelson the said honourable 
Augmentations accordingly. Know yc, therefore, that I the said Garter, in' dbediencie to 
His Majesty's command, in pursuance of his Grace’s warrant,, andliiy virtue of the letters 
patent of my office to me, granted under the Great Seal of Great Britain, do by these pte- 
sents exemplify, grant, and confirm, to the said Horatio Baron Nelson, the^jaid hofioUfable 
Augmentations to his Armorial Ensigpis; that is to say, to the Arms of Nelson, a Chiqf \m4u~ * 
lated. Argent, thereon Waves of the Sca, from which a Palm-Tree issuant/ bfet#een it dis- 
abled Ship on the dexter, and a rufqous Battery on the sinister, all proper: 'i^na for his 
Crest, on a Naval Oown, Or^ the Chelengk, or Plume of Triumph, presented to him hy the 
Grand Seignior, ^yith the motto — Palmam qui meruit ferati be borne by hiht '^^jtnid 
Horatio Baron I^’clson and his issue, with thejr due and proper difivrences according tq the 
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laws of amis. And to his Supporters, being a Sailor on the dexter, and a J.ion on the sinister, 
the honourable Augmentations following: viz. In the left hand of the Sailor a Pniin Ibancb, 
and another in the paw of the Lion, both proper, with the, addition of a 'fri-eolonrcd Flag 
and Stjifl’ in the mouth of the lat|rr; to be Imrnc and used for ever hereafter by him rhe sai<l 
Horatio Baron Nelson, and by those to whom the said dignity shall descend, according to the * 
tenor of Mis Majesty's said Sign Manual and the laws of arm.s, without the let or interni^ 
tion of any person or |>ersons whatsoever. 

In witness whereof I the said Garter Principal King of Arms have to these presents 
subscribed iny name, and atlixed the seal of my olfice, this twentieth day of December, in the 
thirty-ninth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God 
King of Great Britain, France, aiul Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. and in the year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred ami ninety-eight. 

The above is a true copy from the Records of the C«)llcge of Anus, London. 

Witness my hand this 27th day of June, 1K0.9. 

GEORGE NAYLER, 

York Herald, and Genealogist of the Order of the Bath. 


N“ 4, Sect. 4. 

Concise Account of the foreign Orders,^ cotiferred on Lord Nkl80,v, aid Descriptions of their 
Badges aid Insignia, which by His Majesty's ffarraii/s he was permitted to accept aid 
wear. 

1 . The Sicilian Order of St. Feudisand and of Merit. 


This Order was instituted by his Sicilian Majesty in 1800, with a view of conferring 


it 


only upon those who had performed some great and eminent service to the Kingdom of 
the Two Sicilies. By the statutes the number of the Knights Grand-Crosses is limited to 
twenty-four.. Lord Viscount Nelson, and the Field Marshal Souworow-Ri.mini.sky Prince 
Italisey, were the two foreigners who were elected by the Sovereign as the senior Knight.s 
Companiqns. The late Emperor of Russia, Paul 1, was the third; and his Sicilian Majesty, 
his two sons, all the Minis^rs of*State, and the chief Nobles of the Court, to the amount of 
twenty-one, W'cre selected to complete the stipulated number of those who were nominated 
as the original Knights Grand Crosses. This Onler is composed only of two classes: of 
Knights Grand Crosses, and Knights Commanders. The second class is not restricted to 
any. fixed number: Captains Sir Thomas Troubridge, Sir Alexander J. Ball, Bart, and Sir 
Sraiuel Hood, Sir Thomas Louis, and Benjamin Hallowell, of the British Navy, were 
hmbqred by^ his Sicilian Majesty with the batlges of Knights Commanders, V* testify his 
'hi'gh aen^ .o^ th'e services tliey had performed for the safeguard and protection of his family 
an(d* li»^|>||;#m. As is invariably practised, upon such occasions, laird V'iscount Nejson 
apiici^^d obtained, his. Sovereign’s gracious periftission, by warrant under the sign 



iifriiicipalJ^'eiMeled'finn a on tbe EsifUa^ State u)F‘Kuigbthoud in Europe, by 

^%ii 0 iberlaiad»H. S.B. the of Modena. 
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manual, dated the 7th of January, 1801, and registered, in the College of Arms, to assume 
the title, lind to wear the insignia as a Knight Grand Cross; and the bthet gentlemmt 
received the like permission to wear the insignia of Knights Commanders. 

The Badge is of gold, in the form of a star of six rays, the whole issuing from a gold 
'circle. In the middle of this circle is the image of St. Ferdinand, in his ibbes and trown; 
l^s right hand resting on a drown sword, and holding in his left a crown of laurel. This 
effigy of the patron is encircled with the motto — Pr^Jide et Merito. This cross or badge is 
attached to a broad dark-blue ribbon, with a small red border, these being the French and 
Spanish colours of the house of Bourbon : it is worn scarf-wise over the right shoulder. The 
star is of silver, and is worn on the left breast, and corresponds in all respects with the cross 
above mentioned. The Commanders wear the medal of the Order suspended from the nieck 
by a narrow ribbon, of the same colour as the large one ) they are not entitled to wear the 
star on their upper apparel until they are advanced to the rauk.of Grand Cross. 


37/c Imperial Order of the Ottoman Crescent, instituted in August 1799, and Description of 

the Chelengk, or Plume of Triumph. 

It is an event which forms a memorable a:ra in the annals of the eighteenth century, that 
the Ottomans, against whom the first Order of Knighthood *> was established, should have 
instituted a military one, to recompense the bravery of a Christian Hero, and expressly with 
u view to commemorate a Victory gained on their own coasts, and upon which depeaded 
their existence as a Nation. 

This Order wa.s, in the first instance, instituted to reward the unexampled exploits of 
l..ord Nelson in the Battle of the Nile, and was sent to him in August, 1799, by Sultan 
Selim 111. The distinguished successes of the Army under Abcrcromby and Hutchinson on 
the plains of Egypt, in 1801, and the important services rendered by the Navy undipr Lord 
Keith, induced the Sublime Porte to extend this Order, and it has been formed into two 
classes. I.ord Hutchinson, Major General Sir Eyre Coote, Lord Keith, Sir Richard Bicker- 
ton, and -several other military and naval officers of ruik, have been invested with the in- 
signia of the first class; and a great many British officers of subordinate rank have had the 
badge, assigned to the second class, conferred upon them. 

The decorations of the Order arc composed of a badge, or medallion, of an oval form, on 
which are represented, upon a field aaure, argent, a Crescent, and a Star, argent, in the cea^: 
the whole is surrounded with diamonds: the ribbon is. of a red colour.. The Knij^tti ef fthe 
first class wear it scarf-wise, with the badge appendanV; and on tlie left side'of -^eir upper 
a])purel is embroidered a star of silver, in the form of a. radiant stu^; bearing! in th^ c^ntCff^.the 
star and crescent, on a field azure. The ensigns which distinguish the 
class arc nearly the same, with the following variations: the medallion. is sniAb^vhhtjimiWii^ 
than that assigned to those of the first class, and is not Qmainehti^VI^ jewels>: .tharribbofli 
is not so broad; it is worn saltier-wise; and the junior Knights np'-nfian ‘ , • 

The Grand Seignior was so highly satisfied with Lord ga a 

Knight of the Imperial Order of the Ottoman Crescent^ hi 

^ ' ' 2 - .'V s 

^ Knighu Hogpita]en of the Ord-ir of St. John of Jerunlem ; who were aftenOads, nlM'IUri^todr hoA bow 

Kniglitk uf Malta. I^istUnted in the year 1U<1S. 
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entered into with the Court of Denmark, on the i)th of April, IBOl, that he was pleased to 
idd a'ribbon ahd gold medal to the star. * » 

The diamond Aigrette, called Chelengk, or Plume of Triumph, and a sable fur Pelisse, 
were presented by the Grand Seignior, in September, 1798, as a mark of his high esteem and 
sense bf the gaftant conduct of Lord Nelson in the glorious and decisive Victory of the Nile' 
The King thought fit to grant him his gracious permission to bear this Chelengk as his Cr^st 
on 8 Naval Crown, Or, as an honourable augmentation to his Armorial Ensigns. ‘ Such an 
honOU'r, as a Plume of Triumph, had been, upon very famous and memorable successes of the 
Ottomast arms, conferred only upon victorious (Mussulmen) Seraskers, as the tie plus ultra of 
personal honour, separate from official dignity ; but, it is believed, the like was never before 
conferred upon a disbeliever of the Mahometan faith. Tlie one in (Question is indeed rich of 
its kind, being a blaze of brilliants, crowned with a vibrating plumage, and a radiant star in 
the middle, turning upon its centre by means of watch-work, which winds up behind. The 
plumage is composed of thirteen diamond sprigs, in allusion to the thirteen ships taken and 
destroyed in the Bay of Aboukir. This badge of military glory had been a part of the im- 
perial insignia worn by the Ottoman Monarchs, and was absolutely taken from one of the 
imperial turbans, and the appropriate augmentations made to it. According to the ideas 
which the Ottomans annex to a Plume of Triumph, it is considered by them equivalent to the 
first Order of Chivalry in Christendom. 

• 'The King’s warrant, permitting Lord Nelson to accept and wear the insignia of the Impe- 
rial Order of the Ottoman Crescent, is dated the 20th of March, 1802, and registered in the 
College of Arms. 


3. The Equestrian, Secular, and Chapteral Order of Saint Joachim. Instituted June, 1755. 

His Highness Ferdikand Charles, reigning Count of lA'inengen-Wcsterbourg, is the 
Grand Master, elected for life, of thU Order, which was instituted by several Princes and 
Nobles of the highest rank in Germany, and by several military men of the first distinction. 
It'tt at present composed of His Highness the Grand Master; of Ilis Excellency the Grand 
Priori of thirteen Grand Commanders (all persons of the first distinction); of seventeen 
Commanders, and forty<four immediate Knights, who are men invested with honourable em- 
ployments; Who' by ‘ birth are- Noblemen or Gentlemen, and whose lives and conduct are 
iHilptOkcliable. * Order; like' that of Malta, being chapteral, admits of Ladies; and has 
Glkbd Cross, dhd xdbe Ladies of tlie Small Cross. 

i4th of September, 1801, the General Chapter of this Order thought proper, una- 
confer upon Lord Nelson the distinction of Grand Commander; and in order to 
it was announced to him by letter, dated the 29th of September, I8()l, 
^HMtbdj^liiS'llirthday.'' 

T$l|^badge,appfe^l^ to -rids Order consists of a gold cross with eight points, the whole 
enat^lled in w^^*. in ttft a&idi^ and on both sides, is a laurel crown, enamelled on a flat 
■^^tebside: is the figure of Saint Joachim in a green dress, with a white sash 
loft shoulder is suspended- a white scrip, and upon his head he 
to the oriental fkshion: in his left hand is a shepherd's crook. 

.-'.V.*-';, • See Grant, S«et. 3. 
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On thf reverse, is a green cross-patt^e. This eross hangs by a large gold ring from a 
knightly helmet of massy gol<K anti is worn suspcntled from a dark green-watered ribbon. 
The (irund Master, and the (Irand Onnmanders, wear upon the left breast of their coats a 
star of, eight points embroidered in silver; in the middle, on a white satin ground, is em- 
^jroidered .a green cross-pat^c surroundtd with a laurcl-crown ; around all** which, dpon a 
bvrtler of dark green velvet, is embroidered the motto, Junxit Amicus Amor, in letters of gold. 

' The, King's warrant permitting Lord Nelson to accept and wear the Insignia of the 
£(iuestrian, Secular, and Chuptcral Order of St. Joachim, is dated 15th July, 1802, and 
registered in the College of Arms. 


N“ 5. 

Referred to at page 1 iO. 


List of Presents, as subjoined to 'Lord Nelson's Memoir,' transmitted from Port Mahon, 

October 15, 17y£l. 


‘Presents received for my services in the Mediterancan, between October I, 1798, and 
October 1, 1799. 

From my own Most (iracioiis Sovereign, a peerage of Great Britain, and a gold medal. 

From the Parliament of Great Britain, for my life and two next heirs, 2000/. per annum.* 

From the Parliament of Ireland, not knowm, but supposed the same as given to St. Vin- 
cent and .Duncan, 1000/. per annum.o ’ _ . i 

From tl,ie,F.ast India Company, 10,00(»/. 

From the 'I'urkish (Company, a fine piece of plate. 

From the City of London a sword, and the ('aptaius who served under my orders a sword. 

From the'.Grand Seignior, a diamond aigrette, or plume of triumph, valued at 20bO/. 
Ditto a rich pelisse, valued at 1000/. 

From the. Grand Seignior's Mother, a box set w'ith diamonds, valued at 1000/. 

From the. Emperor of Russia, a box set with diamonds, valued at 2500/. and a most 
elegant letter. 

From the King of the Two Sicilies, a sw'ord richly ornamented with diamonds, valued at 
5(X)0/. and a most elegant and kind letter; and the Dukedom of Bronte, with an estate sup- 
posed w'orth 30(K)/. per annum. 

From the King of Sardinia, a box set with diamonds, valued at 1200/. and a most elegant 
letter. 

From the Island of Zante, a gold-headcil sword and cane, as an acknowledgement, that 
had it not been for the battle of the Nile, they could not have been liberated from French 
cruelty. 

From t)ie City of Palermo, a gold box and chmn, brought on a silver waiter. - 

(Signed) 


* In punuance of Hia meuage to (h^Houae of ComoMMi, Nor. 33, 1796, tlwre wwgnfhj^'til Xat 

Lord Nelson, and the two ucKt Auctxwson, heirs male of liis body, tci whom the title of Baron Nelson of the Nile and BtoAadi'' 
Thor}K* bhould dvbccnd for their lives, a net annuity of 2000/. per anmtni, commencing oti,the 1st of Apgiiist, IJfgg, 

The Parliament of^Ji eland hud i|^n coiitemphition to grant the same pension as was given to Ead^S4yilM9^t<iStl^Le^. 
Duncan , but on the qiidutinn of Uie Union being agitated it dropped. 
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Referred to at page 192 . 


TVansl^ion^ a peapatch from J^kir Pasha, Kamakam of the Supreme Vizer at Constantinople, 
to Rear Jdndrai Lord Nelson, (dated 8 Rebiut Akhir) 8 September, 1799. *' 

Tiffe' pilgrim Osman Agha, a feudatory olHcer of the Imperial Court, and charged with 
victualling the troops towards the Arabian frontier, going by sea to fulfil the duties, of his 
employment, attended by several persons belonging to the department, was mpt by five 
French frigates come out of Egypt, fell into the enemy's hands, and was conducted towards 
France. But when nearly arrived before Toulon, the fleet of the court of England (the true 
and ancient friend and affectionate ally of the Sublime Porte) being also arrived on that 
coast, attacked and took the said enemy’s frigates; and after having made prisoners the 
traitorous French crews, the vice admiral of the fleet, the.esteemed Lord Keith, finding the 
before-named Osman Agha and his companions on board, accorded them a reception adapted 
to the cordiality and alliance which subsists between the two courts, and sent them to Naples, 
on board one of the frigates attached to his command. Arrived there, Osman Agha pre- 
sented himself to yotir Excellency, from whom he not only enjoyed the most hospitable 
treatment during his stay on board the fleet under your orders, but received convincing 
proofs of the friendship you profess towards this country, and of the zeal and ardour you 
display in any matter of public service, wherein the interests of this empire are concerned. 
On his return hither he gave ample information of your amicable proceedings, and more 
particularly those interesting communications tending to excite and preserve the attention 
*and'vigilancc of the Sublime Porte to certain objects, which you entrusted verbally to his 
memory. 

These acts of friendship, these wise and perspicuous counsels arc precisely what were to 
be expected from the happy qualities which adorn your person ; and besides, that they have 
afforded the truest satisfaction to me, and to ail the pillars of the state; they have received 
the^utmost applause upon the representation that has been made at the august Stirrup of 
his Majesty, «ie most magnificent, lijjint miraculous, and most powerful sovereign of the 
WOiMi my b^eCketofiiiiid master.- Tfie kindness you have shewn towanls ().sman Agha, tly.*. 
respect you have shewp^for the name of his Imperial Majesty, and the attention you have 
sHIWlfotMi'iilovenunelil by your confidential communications: All these proceedings, Isay, 
have so eontribiited' to the consolidation mid augmentation of the union subsisting since the 
i&Sit X^XSOtt j^iod between the two countries; and have, in particular, inspired his Majesty 
da and contentment, i^t in witness of the imperial approbation, and in proof 

Offreipud^Kydur pei^', there is noiij^seut to you as a present from his majesty, a medallion 
iilltil ^am^da^*t^ttmi^1^hed^«nd suspended to your glorious collar. On its happy arrival 
* lit most fkvou this ornament, as a memorial of his majesty 

therewith .decorate your loyal and honourable 

of affaittt Mt^u^h^at the aresent moment both the Im- 
‘ sMpt u'nder'^^^p^ord mdney Smith, arc by common accord 
' iild plq^ adjacent;^ yet it appears t^t these ships arc insuflicieut 
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for the purpose of ilestroyiiig the French who occupy the interior of Egypt It is, there* 
fore, necessary to nuiltiply the squailro^s destined to observe the waters of Alexandria, while * 
the Porte attends to the operations by land. His Imperial Majesty has, , therefore, com*, 
^inanded that you should be informed of his desire that you should visit that station in per- 
son, or at least send a reinforcement to the division already there, of eight or ten ships of 
tIV' description yon siiall judge best adapted to that service. Tliat is to say, that whether 
according to the aeal and ardour that mark your courageous character, you come in person 
to dismay and astcmi.sh the treasonable French in Egypt, or whether you think fit to detach 
thither eight or ten of the ships under your orders; there is no doubt but your doing either 
will .be rei^dering one of the most acceptable services to H. I. M. and thatjt will essentially 
contribute to augment and perfect the friendship and cordiality which subsist between* the 
two courts. 

Thus firmly persuaded of the courage and loyalty which arc innate in you, and encouraged 
by the good-will and zeal you have evinced towards this court, it is expected that on the 
receipt of this friendly letter, written by express conynand of H.. I. M. you will yourself 
proceed to Alexandria, if you think fit; or else that you will forthwith reinforce Commodore 
Sidney Smith by eight or ten ships, or by such number as you can conveniently spare ; and 
by so doing you will well employ your means for contributing to the afiliction and abasement 
of the common enemy. 

You will receive more ample details of the ideas of the Sublime Porte on this subject by 
tlie care of the esteemed Spencer Smith, minister from the court of Rng lai^d , residing here, 
to whom they have particularly communicated the same. 


‘ N»7. 

JUf erred to at page SOO. 

Inventory of' the Ordnance, Ammumtion, ^c. found in the Cattle of Saint Elmo, certified by the 
Lieutenant and Commandant of Artillery, m the Day of Surrender, \9th July, I7d9, toith the 
Return of Killed and IVounded. 


Number. 

ilrass cannon - - - - 24 pounders - 2 — one unserviceable. 

16 - 8— one gun, one carriage, unserviceable. 

4 - 4 — one unserviceable. ' 

Iron, Do. 6 - 8 — one unserviceable. 

Brass mortars . . . . inch - - 2 — one bed unserviceable. ..' 

Q . . o * . ‘ J 

Do. howitzers - - - . fi — - _ 2— one carriage broke. • 

Shot <24 pounders - 100 > ' 

16 -j— - 300 

6 -r-*- - 219 

Shells - 12 inch# - - 510 

* 9 — - - 807 

Do. of sorts** g08 

I 
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Number. 

. 'Cartridgeet £4 poundejs - .58 

16* - ro3 

18 - 707 

^ 6 . 23 

4 — - eso 

Howitzer shells, charged 6 inch > -117 

not charged 6 — - - SO 


Grenades, charged ^ loli) 

not charged - 717 

Powder S 5 ,(XM) pounds. 


Besides the articles above-mentioned, there will be found in the several magazines a 
variety of implements and stores of which there was no existing account. 

Daniel Uiiit. Dawks, Commissary. 

Return of the Killed and Wounded at the S&ege the Castle of Saint ElmOy mhich surrendfred 
Jufy 13, 1799* as transmitted hy Rear Admiral Lord Nelson to the Admiralty y July 14, 1799> 

Five officers, 32 rank and file killed. 

Five officers, 79 rank and file wounded. 


N' 8. 

Referred to at page 803. 

4 

List of Marine Officers landed from the Fleet for the Siege of Capua. 

S11? Marine Head Quartan, Camp before Capua, July 2g, 1799. 

1 BEG leave ta transmit to you a list of officers of His Majesty’s marine forces who have 
been landed from the fleet, and are entitled to bat and forage money, and request you will 
be so obliging as to give your directions for the same to be paid. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. Strickland, 

Lieut. Colonel of Marines. 


2b nsmas Troidridge, Eiqy Comtnander-iM-chif 
tfdteRfidtih Forces landed at Roflm. 

lieutenaAtHBolenql Strickland 

■ Mi^r Creswell 


“Vr*'4viirr KwSjf 




■ O' 

' V 




;a ■-'V ; 


-A' V » ■ ■ 


i . . * 


Lieutenants Noble 

Hair 

— ^ — M‘Carthy 
— — Pearce 
— Barford 

^ Short 

: — u..,^ Wilts 

: -i—V Harvey 

— ScobelJ 
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Lieutenants Adair 

Bunce 

Jones 

Walker 

Hart 

•' Collins 

— I Jewell 

—5 Toomcr 

— Perrott 
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Lieutenants Millar 

Bozon 

Wheeler 

— — Wright 
— ■ M Ross •* 

Lieut, and Adjutant Wemyss 
Do. Do. Tylaeslcy 

Do. and Quarterm. M. Vivion 


N*9» Sect 1. 

Referred to at page tlS. 

Translation a Letter from the Prince de Luszi, respecting the Feud of Bronte. 

<f The glorious enterprises of your Excellency, which gained the admiration and applause 
of the greatest and wisest part of Europe, more particularly excited in the mind of the King, 
my master, the most lively seittiments of approbation, gratitude, and esteem, towards your 
Illustrious Person; but the constant vigilance employed by your Excellency in defending 
these kingdoms of the Sicilies, in freeing them in the parts where they were invaded, and 
in repelling from the same a barbarous and insatiable enemy, by the means of a powerful and 
victorious squadron destined for this purpose, untlcr your command, by His Britannic Ma- 
jesty; and the unwearied assistance given by your Excellency to the sacred person of His 
Majesty, and to the Royal Family, while they have drawn still tighter the happy bonds of ' 
friendship and faithful alliance between His Sicilian and His Britannic Majesty, have 
awakened, in a singular manner, the sincere gratitude of the King my master. Hence, HU 
Majesty, desirous of giving your Excellency a public and lasting^roof of these a^thnents, 
and of transmitting to future generations the illustrious remembrance of your mmts and of 
your glory, has resolved and ordained that the ancient and famous town of Bronte, on the 
skirts of tlic Etna, with its territory and dependencies, shall be constituted a feudal tenure, 
and shall be raised to the dignity and title of a dutchy, with full and mixed authority;* and 
that the said dutchy and title, with its reveqdes and jurisdiction, shall be conferred, on your 
Excellency, and on the heifs of your body, in a right line, according to, thelaws of thU kij^ 
dom ; and in default of the same, to any one of your relatives, in whatever degree,- 
your Excellency may think proper to appoint, to whoB^is Majesty wiU grant a new, inves- 
titure and testamentary power, according to the laws^r this kingdoML^ enlygii^ 
present moment the limits of the feudal succession, to demonstrate moie.fllUy .tbn . 

ments of his royal mind with respect to your Excellency. 

Your Excellency will receive the Royal Patent which is making Ott:t,;^’t|t<( 
investiture of the actual concession of the before-mentioned dutdiy; ht while * 

it is with the truest and most heartfelt pleasure t^t I obe^ Hif npidiAg 

you this intelligence for your information, and that ypu nUty . assume 

m L ,, „ I. ..j . .T ^ 

To the Mo$t Excellent Jdmnal Lord Nelson. ‘ \ , * • * . 

{ .. 1790,’“ r ' — - 

* Mcanlog the right of abaolute jurisdiction^ both civ3 and orUttisiil. 
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iXrd NeUon't Letter to the Rev. Edmund Ntlmt, respecting Bronte. 

' *1 1 

1 

Palermo, August ]6, 17U0. 

My dea.b Fatueb, Majesty having created me a Duke, by The 

title of Bronte, to which he has attachetl a feud of, it is saifi, about 3,0(X)/. a year, to be at 
my disposal, I shall certainly not omit this opportunity of being useful to n>y family; always 
rescryiiji^ a right to the possessor of leaving one third of the Dukedom for the payment of 
legacies. It shall first go to you, my dear Father, and in succession to my eldVr brothers, 
and children male, William the same, Mrs. Bolton's boys, Mrs. Matcham’s, and my nearest 
relations. For your natural life the estate shall be taxed with 500/. a year; but this is not 
to be drawn into a precedent, that the next heir may expect it; no, my honoured Father, 
receive this small tribute as a mark of gratitude to the best of Parents from his most dutiful 

NELSON.” 


N* 9» Sect. 3. 

Sir John Acton's Letter to Lord Nelson, respecting Bronte. 

Palermo, September 28, ITf)*). 

, My DEAn Sir, Your letter of yesterday was presented to hi.s Msijcsly 

with its translation, concerning the title and estate of Bronte. I am ordered to assure j our 
Lotdship, that his Majesty’s intention was to mark in a notorious manner, and with a conspi- 
cuoiis demonstration, his gratitude for your particular and most distinguished service.s to his 
Majesty's Rpyal Family, and towards his kingdoms. The entailing the title of the Duke of 
•.Brahte to your reTations, according to your disposition, was considered as an authentic proof 
of his Majesty’s obligations: but as the principal motive and desire of his Majesty arc to 
•'direct thltgift-to your satisfaction, and according as you shall consider it njost agreeable to 
Pwh to atqtddfit your Lordship, that orders are given to Prince Luzi to expre&.s in the 
•■pit^VVdCoidinK^tfi.ybur desire, that the Title of Duke<of Bronte^is given to you, and the 
pDtMfla invented i^(o your Lordship to, transfer it after you to whom you please, and so in 
hbdbfding to' the ebtail which you shall make and declare as to the estates, though a 
‘^ijHittietll&r 'i^tifment is generalfy' admitted here by the law for younger children on the ficts. 
His Miyesty Iw directed tliat the expressions of this particular concession should be men- 
'tiOBdl ih'^he ^pnr £6^ship will think the most satisfactory and agreeable. 

,¥• l^^l|F.ord^,'tii^eVer, thai h'MdurUV 'abd' a proper ’br undispu'table right should be esta- 

tb^&y dii(licult]ylii future, it may be proper that a person in 
..yottf sl>(dl^ttpil^ia& £tikiljt''youf lordship’s particular intentions for the direc- 

a ttiWei*''W avoid-'dli^uteS', tjo.your successors. His Majesty 
: in the lefter wliiph I received yesterdav, ami 
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• 

in the best manner that I could I have explained them to Prince Luzi, to whom a person in 
your name fiay apply to cause tjiat business to be performed according to your desires. 

“ I must present your T^mlship with my best wishes on this day for many years, and . 
every happiness with tliem, according to your owu wishes. I am sure tliat my vows and dc> 
^ires will not be less fervent and sincere than any that shall be presented* to day to your 
Lordship. Believe me for ever, with the truest regard, J. ACTON.” 


N" <J (the second). 

Referred to at Page 222. 

Sir A. Jiait'g Letter* to Lord Nelson, respecting his Services at Malta. 

Malth, March 28 , 1800 . 

/ “ Mv Lobd, j leave to enclose herewith a letter to your Lordship, 

representing my situation here, as you had the goodness to assure me you would give it your 
influence to induce the, Sovereigns who have entered into a treaty respecting this island to 
take it into consideration. I likewise send letters which 1 have received from the Judges 
and (’ongress, os they attest the servie'es I have rendered the Island, to be forwarded to each 
('uurt. 1 have the honour to be, &c. ALEX. JOHN BALL.” 

To Utr Right Jfou. JmtJ Nelson, 

Malta, March iS, 1800 . 

“ My Lord, Wn>;?f his Sicilian Majesty, through your Lordship’s re- 

commendation, and the solicitations of the inhabitants of Malta, did me the honour to appoint 
me Chief of this island, I was a.s5ured that a full compensation would be made to me for any 
expense or losses which I might sustain; I therefore beg leave to state, as succinctly as pos- 
sible, my case, in the hope tliat, through your Lordship’s protection, I may meet the indem- 
nification which may be deemed just and equitable. 

In October 17.98, your Lordship gave me the command of the squadron blockading 
the French ships in Malta. The inliabitants in tlie country revolted against the French in. the 
preceding month, whom they were besieging in LaValette, and what will appear astonish- 
ing, 40(M) peasants, with only SOOO muskets, kept in awe 6000 regular troops. I had to 
cooperate witli these men, who had chosen for their chiefs a priest and tti attoniey'; but as 
they did not receive any pay, and only a scanty allowance of provisions, they soon began to 
lose that energy which had roused them to vengeance ; they were splitting into parties, and 
the two chiefs opposing each other in every business, which lost them the confidence of the' 
people, who threatened their lives. Anarchy soon ensued; innocent men werq.f!|iiti<t^ death, ' 
and money extorted from individuals in a very unjust manner. The inhabitahtjl,' ill the hour 
of terror and dismay, implored me to assume an authority, and U80%iy eilbr^ :tb' avert the 
miscricN which awaited them. As early as January 1799; I directed Jth4 '.ciVil ^d‘ini]itary' 
ulfairs of the Island; and the inhabitants were so sensible of ita good .elFeots; I tb^ they sent' 
ilcputics to II. S. Majesty, an^ to your Lordship, praying 'tHai r inight ,be apjiOitt'^ad' ;their 
Chief, which has fjcen graciously complied with. ' In May 17^, .I ii^as oldOred t^ jAfi fta^. 
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tion, in consequence of the French fleet having entered tlie ^lediterranean; 1 returned in a 
* fortnight, and was* called away a second time; during my absence, the farmers and jacobins 
held tumultuous meetings, and came to St Antonio, head quarters, in a large body, and 
declared they would not pay rent The aflairs of the Island were falling into the tbrnier 
anarchy,* on accoifnt of which the people desired that* an application might be made to your 
Lordship to allow me to resume my command in the Island. Your Lordship was pleased to, 
direct me to live on shore, and to leave the flrst lieutenant of the Alexander in charge of the 
ship, that 1 might receive the same advantages from her as if actually on board ; particularly 
as I am acting on shore jn a military, as well as civil capacity. His Majesty’s Ship Alexan* 
der was lately in company with your Lordship’s ship, when she made the important and 
valuable capture of the French Admiral Perri’s ship, the Genereux, and a French Corvette, 
and it is now said that I cannot receive what would be my share of prize-money, because 1 
am employed on shore in a civil capacity; I have, therefore, to rc<iucst your Lordship’s inter- 
cession with the sovereigns who have cntcrecl into a treaty respecting this Island, that they 
may take it into their most gracious consideration. I beg leave to enclose two letters which 
I have received from the Congress of this Island, and the Judges, as they will prove to your 
Lordship that my services here, during a very critical and dangerous period, have gained me 
the confidence anti attachment of these Islanders. 1 have judged it good policy to live 
hospitably, and to entertain occasionally the principal inhabitants, which has had the best 
* efi’ect; but as this has incurred atiditional expenses, I shall hope that it will be duly con- 


sidered. 



To the Right Hon. Lord Nehon, K. B. 
Duke of Bronte, kc. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

A. J. BALL. 


10 . 

Referred to at Page 2(J7. 

» 'i« 

jCbrd ji^eUo»*s Orders to the respective Ships of his Squadron, previous to tlie Attack 

of Copenhagen. 




As Vice Adm iral Lord Nelson cannot with precision mark the situation of the diflerent 
descriptipns of the enemy’s floating batteries and smaller vessels, lying between their two- 
deck ships. and bulks, the ships.which are to be opposed to the floating batteries, kv. will 
find their stations by observing the stations of the ships to be opposed to the two-decked 

ships-andhuiki./-^,— . • r- /■ n ' 

• ' Lute of Battle. 

-v. • Edgar- > 






Ardehr. 


r tori tsbdir 4 v 




Are to lead in succession. 
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The Edgar to anchor abreast of N“ 5, (a sixty-four gun ship luilk). The. Ardent to pass 
the Edgv, and anchor abr^sst of N* 6, wd N» 7. The Glatton to pass the Ar^wt, aiid 
anchor abreast of N" 9 , (a sixty-four gun ship hulk). The Isis to anchor abreast of N* 2, 
(a sixty-four gun ship hulk). The Agamemnon to anchor abreast of N* 1. * 


To take their station and anchor as is 
prescribed by the following arrange- 


ments. 


Bellona * 

Elephant 

Ganges 

Monarch 

Defiance 

Russel * 

Polyphemus 


Memorandum N« l, begins jvith the enemy’s first ship to southward. 

Rue. 


1 

2 


74 

64 


gum 
ooeiUe. 


28 

26 


lumber of 
lied on 


s 


Low floating batteries ship- ^ 
rigged, rather lay within > 
the line. 3 


5 

6 
7 


64 


10 

10 


27 


Pontoon - 10 

Frigate hulk ig 

i8 Small, no guns visible 
S 64 20 

10 Ship gun-boat, 22 guns ..... i ] 

1 1 (Pontoons, or 12 

12 ( floating batteries ........ ig 

13 - •» 74 36 

14 (Pontoons, or - 12 

15 ( floating batteries ........ 12 

Ifi 64 30 

17 64 SO 

18 64 - - - 30 

19 . - 64 go 

20 A small ship, supposed a bomb - . 11 


[ Agamemnon* 

Desir6e to follow Agamemnon, and to 
take N» 2. 

It is hoped the Desire’s fire will not only 
rake N* 1, but also rake these two flbatp 
ing batteries. Captain Rose is to place 
I the six gun brigs so as to rake them 
* also, , , • 

L. ' » 

Edgar 
^ Ardent 

\ Glatton 

Bellona* to give her attentira to support 
the Glat^n. 

Elephant " 

I Ganges 

Monarch ' 

Defiance . 

Russel* 

' Polyp' 


Ships marked thus * were not in actibn, being 011 
were exposed to the enemy’s;.firts:. 

The six gun-boats Captain Rdte is to place wij^ lhr ^ 
N‘' 1; the gnn-Boats, it is pVesumed, get 





thijy . 
^«pdn 
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and Captain Rose is to advance with the ships and vessels under his orders to the northward, • 

as he may perceive the British fire to cease where he is first stationed. • ' 

N* 1, 8, 3, i^nd 4 being subdued, which is expected to happen at an early period, the Isis 
and Agamemnon arc to cut their caliles, and immediately to make sail, and take their sta- 
tions ahead of the Polyphemus, in order to support that part of the line. One flat boat, ' 
manned and armed, is to remain on the offside of each line of battle ship. The remaining 
flat boats, with the boats for boarding, which will be sent by Atimiral Sir Hyde Parker, under 
the command of a First Lieutenant of the London, are to keep as near to the Elephant as pos- 
sible, but out of the line of fire, and to be ready to receive the direction of Lord Nelson. — 

The four launches with anchors and cables, which will be sent by Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, 
undbr the command of a Lieutenant of the London, to be as near the Elephant as possible, 
out of the line of fire, ready to receive orders from Vice Admiral Lord Nelson. The Alcmene. 
Blanche, Arrow, Dart, Zephyr, and Otter fireships, arc to proceed under the orders of Captain 
Riou of the Amazon, to perform such service as he is directed by Lord Nelson. 


N” 11. 

Referred to at Page 406. 

Letter from Admiral Donald Campbell ( Portuguese Navy ) giving Lord Nelson the particulars 
of the treatment he received in cotisequence of his information respecting the destination of the 
Combined Fleet. 

Lisbon, September 21, 1805. 

My Loud, j think that there is so much reason to congratulate 

your Lordship, as there is to congratulate our Country in particular, anti Europe in general, 
on the happy event of your Lordship’s assuming so extensively important a command, on so 
broad a basis, and at so critical a moment. Your Lordship knows that I am no flatterer, and 
will therefore credit my sincerity when I say, that nature seems to have combined in your 
Lordship all those qualities which arc so eminently reciuisite to bear you through the com- 
plicated and difficult part (whether political or military), which your Lordship has now to act. 
And believe me, the dread in which the enemy hold your military fame, and the confidence 
with which other Powers contemplate your character, form powerful instruments in y«mr 
Lordship's hands to do with both nearly what you please. It is particularly filing to me to 
have been deprived of my command at this moment. The jealousies and rancour of Spain 
have followed me close ever since the 14th of February, 1797 : but two serious complaints were 
recently exhibited against me by the naval Commander fn Chief at Algcsir’as.which brought 
dowm upon me all the thundering vengeance of the French Ambassador here. My total di.s- 
missal from this service was urged, but ended in my being recalled, and of course left on the 
»shelf. The two- crimes 1 committed were — First, going on board your Lordship, when you 
passed the Gut^ and giving you information where the Combined Fleets had gone— Second, 
i^ving- placed the Portuguese squadron immediately between the line of gun boats and Sir 
Jamea Gralgfs .convoy, and thereby preventing the Vibe Admiral from destroying the same, 
as he^smldd .hot .fire red hot shot or shells without endangeriitg the Portuguese ships. This 
story, HdicUlowi as it is fslse, was the only means that the polbr man had'to cover his own 
cawptdictf iud.tcreen himself from the vengeance of die Prince of Peace, who was going to 
..'TOTUIX.^ 6 1 
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hang him for not destroying the British Convoy. Yet here I can have no other redress, 
than that 1 must have patience, • with an assurance from the Prince, that he will never alter 
his sentiments of me, although he must give way to existing circumstances, which a happy 
change in politics may soon alter, and bring me into play again ; hut that, endeavouring to 
provel the falsehood of the Spanish Vice Admiral's assertions, or arguing tltc case wifli the 
i^panish and French Courts, would be in vain. 

* The expected arrival of Lord Robert Fitzgerald, may I hope open to your Lordship 
a more extensive source of information from this Court, which cannot fail to be interesting 
to your Lordship, iu the extensive political arrangements which you will have to direct; 
in the mean time my anecdote may serve to convince your Lordship, that although this 
Court at pVescut yields to the dictates of France and Spain, still, by keeping me in the s«*r. 
vice, and holding out to me the hope of future employment, it would appear that a proper 
moment is only wanting for this Country' to throw off the mask, at least 1 will answer xrUh 
inp life for the Prince, but I would not go half so far fur the majority of his Ministers. Could 
1 hope that my letters would not be consi<lercd as an intrusion, I would with much pleasure 
communicate from time to time, such events as may fall under my obseri'ation, or upon 
which I can obtain information. 

The British Government have given me a written assurance of its support in case I should 
be driven hence by a Jatal itifluence; that is nearly the case now, for my income is reduced 
to less than one fourth of what it has been for eight years |)ast : but as my remaining at my 
post may eventually be of importance to my Country, I am determined not to quit it while 
1 can hold any footing. However, should that period arrive, may I solicit your Lordship’s 
powerful protection, in bringing to a point the general disposition which llis Majesty's 
Ministers seem to have to indemnify me 

With the highest respect, I have the honour to be, &c. 

DoKAti) Campbell.” 


N* 12. 

Jteftrred to at page 438. 

Standing Ordertllifa be ohserced by Hit Majetty's Skips and Femli, under the command of the 

Right Honourable Lord Viscount Nelson, K.B. 

(1) Victoiy, aS Cadiz, 10th October, 1805. 

MEM*. 

It is my directions that the Captains and Commanders of His Majesty’s .Ships and Ves- 
sels under' my Command, do send me a Copy of their Log when they join (with any other 
Remarks they may have occasion to make) instead of a Journal, usually given after 
.separation. • . * . • ^ 

(Signed) * NtLsotr AMD BftoitTX. 

To the respective CapSaim and CoamaMden of Hit Majeslft * ' ' 

Ships and Fetsek on the Mediterranean Station, 


N» 12. 
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(2) Vicloiy, oirCjcliz, Itnh October, J805. 

MKH". * , 

'Elie Ships tutd .Vessels of the Fleet under my Command, are directeil not to shew their 
Colours on joining, unless the Commander in Chief should shew his. 

Nrlson asd BkontI. 

To thr. respective Captains, S(c. 


P) Victory, ntf Cadiz, lUlh OctSbi-r, 1803. 

MKU". 

It is my particular Directions that the Captains and Commanders of Ilis Majesty’s 
Ships and Vessels under iny Command, who may purchase lUtliocks, Fresh Beef, Lemons, 
Onions, or any otlicr .species of Provisions or Refreshments for their respective Companies, 
whether such purchase is for a particular Ship or for the Fleet in General, and whether it is 
made hy my Order or otherwise ; that a Voucher of the Frcsli Beef, Bullocks, &c. so pro- 
cured for the individual Ship or Fleet is transmitted to me, immediately the Ship making 
such purchase shall join the Fleet. 

Nsr.soN AND Bkonte. 

To the respective Captaim, ire. 


( 4 ) Viclorj^ ofF Cadiz, lOlh October, 1805 . 

MEM*’. 

It is my directions that whenever any men are sent to the Hospital, a staicnient of their 
case is sent with them, that the Medical Gentlemen belonging to the Hospital may know 
what has been done in order to remove the disease. 

Nejlson and Bronte. 

To the respective Captains, ifc. 


Victory^ oflT Cadiz, KMh OrtolKT, 1805 

MBM^ 

Having^ frequently kno\vn that Onions have been purchased on aceoiint of Cio\ci nnicnt, 
when in port, where the Pursers could and ought to purchase Vegetables to put into the 
Ships’ Companies’ soup ; and that the Onions so purchased by (Joverumeut for recruiting the 
health of the Ships’ Companies, have been used for the benefit of tlie Purser by putting these 
Vegetables into the soup, which the Purser should be obliged to purchase when to be 
procured : • 

It is therefore my positive directions, that the Pursers arc obliged to jmrebase A'^cgc- 
tables for the ships’ soup, when it is possible to procure them; and that tlie (rovemment 
Onions are nqt used for the soup if the Purser has tl\c power of obtaining Onions or other 
Vegetables as he is bound to do. 

And it is my further directions, that whenever Fresh ProVisipns can be procured on rea- 
sonable terms* that it is purchased ; but that Onions for the account of Gov.ernmcnt are not 



APPENDIX^ 




NM*. 


purchased witliout my Orders. Ships absent for any length of time from me, are at liberty 
to purchase the gratuitous Oilions of Government for the recruiting the* health of their 
Ships’ Companies who may have been long fed upon salt Provisions. 

' ^ Nelson and Bronte. 

To the rexpeetivf Captains^ /Iff,. ‘ t • 


(^) Victory, oiFCadiz^ lOth October, 1805. 

MEM**. 

It is the direction of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the Captains and 
Commanders of His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels under my Command, do not purchase any ar- 
ticle of Stores whatever at Lisbon, unless such purchase shall be absolutely and unavoidably 
necessary, but apply, if it can be done, to the Naval Officer at Gibraltar or Malta, for the 
supply of such Stores as they may be in want of, and can be furnished by the said Officers. 

You arc therefore hereby required and directed to pay the most strict obedience to their 
Lordships’ Instructions above mentioned, and on no account or consideration purchase Stores 
of any description at Lisbon (or at any other port in the Afediterranean), unless absolute neces- 
sity renders such purchase indispensably necessary for the good of His Majesty’s Service. 

Nelson and Bronte, 

To the mpective Captains, Sfc. 


(/) Vidoqr, off Cadis, lOth October, 1805. 

mrm°. 

It is the direction of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the Captains and 
Commanders of His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels under my Command, respectively have their 
Muster Hook.s in readiness when the Naval Officers at Gibraltar and Malta go on board to 
muster their Ships’ Companies ; and that on failure of attending to the Instructions on 
this head, their Accounts will be stopped. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

To the respective Captains, Sfe. 


H Victory, off Cadiz, lOlb October, 1805. 

MEM''. 

When in presence of an Enemy all the Ships under my Command are to bear White 
Colours, and a Union Jack is to be suspended from the fore top-gallant stay. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

To the re\}>erlive C apluius, Ar . 


Vktoiy, offCadh^ lOth Qplober, 180S. 

SIEM*. . • 

As fre(|uent and very serious mistakes happen on receiving Provisions, it {S' my 
particular direotions, that sirhen any of His Alajesty’s Ships or Vessels under iny Com- 
mand, go into**port to complete their Provisions and Necessaries, on their cotnihg on 
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board, the Masters take a regular account of each species, '&c. which they are to com- 
pare with the Bills of lading sent with such Provisions from the Agent Victualler or Con- 
tractor previous to their entering them in the I^g Hook (wliich is to be done immediately) ; 
and afterwards such Bills of lading or final Receipts arc to be cpipparcd with the Log 
Book, before tJie Captain and signing Officers pul* their signatures to them, in onlcr that 
every particle of the Provisions so signed for may be actually on board, that Government 
may not, either from the neglect or mistake of individuals, be defrauded, or the Ship%, 
Companies in Avant of those species considered to be bona fide on board. 

It IS also my pai titular diiections, that every pound of Presh Reel, whether received 
from Agent Victuallers or Contractors, is weighed on its coming on board, in the presence 
of a l.icutcuant, the Master (or one of his Mates in his absence on duty) thaJ it is im- 
mediately after entered in the I^ig Book, and the above Instructions duly attended to, 
before the final Receipts are signed for it accordingly. 

The same strict regard to he had to the receipt of Fresh Reef, or any species of Pio- 
visioiis which may be purchased for the use of the Ships' Companies under my Commaud, 
and on no account whatever to sign Vouchers for such Provisions till they are authenti- 
cated and found correct, as the Officers above mentioned tvill be held answerable for any 
neglect in the due execution of these Instructions. 

Nelson axo Riioxtj?. 

To thf respei live Captaim, Stc. 


( 10 ) 

Whereas several Supernumeraries may be sent on board His Majesty’s Ships and 
Vessels on the Mediterranean Station under my Command : 

You arc therefore hereby required and directed to bear all such Supermimcraries as 
may from time to time be sent on bpard Ilis Majesty's Ship under your Commaud, from 
any other of His Majesty’s Ships or Vessels, Imprest Men, Marines, Invaliils, Men from 
Hospitals, &c. at whole allowance of all species of Provisions, the same as the Ship’s Com- 
pany and Soldiers, and Prisoners at two-thirds allowance accordingly. 


To the respective Captaiiu, Sfc. 


Given on bonni tlie Victory, ofF Cadiz, 
lOtli October, 180 J. 


Nelson .\Nj> Dhonj i:. 


(n) Victory, olf Cadiz, I otii Octol)er, 

MIM**. 

The Comnjissioners of His Majesty’s Navy having acquainted me that many ^iflicultics 
occurred during the late War, as Avell to individuals as to their Office, for want of the Ship's 
Muster Books being sent regularly home : 

' It is therefore my jiositive directions, that the C’kptains and Commanders of His Ma- 
jesty’s Ships and Vessels under my Command, attend strictly to this important circumstance, 
and that th^ do send home their hlonthly Muster Books, with all other Accounts and 
Pa^rt, to the Pii^ic Boards, as soon as possible after they bedime due, tlVat His hlajcsty's 
'■■'"'VOL. H. ■ ■ ' 6 K • 
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Service may not be subject^ to any inconvenience from tlic Boobs and Papers above men- 
tioned being kept back. , • 

Nelson ami> Bronte. 

To (he mpeefive Captuips, ifc. * 


*(1U) Victory, off Cidis, lOth Octobrr, 1805. 

HEM". 

It is my particular directions, that tbe name and family of every Officer, Seaman, and 
JIdarinc, Avho may be killed or v'ounded in action with the Enemy on board any of His Majes- 
ty's Sbips<and Vessels under my Command, be returned to me as soon after the circumstaqce 
happens as the service will admit of, agreeable to the annexed Form, in order that I may 
transmit it to the Chairman of the Patriotic Fund at Lloyd’s Coffee House, that the case 
of tlic relations of those who may fall iti the Cause of their Country may be taken into 
consideration. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

To the Caploiiis, 


List of Officers and Alen Killed or Wounded on board His Majesty’s Ship 

tlie of 180 in an Engagement with 


No. 
on 
S. B. 

Names. 

Quality. 

Killed 

or 

Wounded. 

Time when. 

Place where. 

Remarks. 

i 


1 

1 

1 

1 





(13) 


Vktoiy, off Cadis, 10th OcUber, 1805. 


SIBH". 

It is expected in fine weather that the Ships 
two cables length from each other. 

To the mpedivt Vaptaint, Sfc. * 


in Order of Sailing, uot keep more than 
Nelson and Bronte. 


N“13. 


>' APPENDIX. 


4<)3 

I 

i ' 

('4) Victory, off Cadiz, 10th October, IWW. 

I > 

■> As gales of wind increase so suddenly in this Country^ tlic Sliips of the Fleet are di- 
recced, jiarticularly in the night, to shorten sail and get top-gallant yards and masts down, 
and take such other precautions as the Captains may judge necessary, without waitiiFg for 
the Admiral’s motions. 

Nelson axd Brunts. 

To the respective Cnptuim, Ssr. 


N“ 13. 

Kefermt to at page 440. 

Lord Castiereagh's Letter in Answer to Lord Nelson’s Official Despatch respecting Sardinia. 


Mr Lord, 


(Secret.) 


Downing Street, 2-tlh Sept. 180.5. 


I HAVE not neglected to lay before Ilis Majesty's Ministers your r.ordshij)’s representa- 
tion relative to the importanee of Sanlinia to the accommodation of our Heel in the Mcili- 
terranean, the degree in which the island is exposed to an attack from France, from the 
neglect into which its defences have been suffered to fall, and the importance of encouraging 
the Viceroy and the inhabitants, by afl'ording them some pecuniary aid, to look rather to the 
British Government than to that of France for protection. 

Your Lordship may be assured that the King's Government on this, as on all occasions, 
is disposed to receive with the utmost confidence any suggestion coming from your Lord- 
ship: they are fully alive to the superior advantages Sardinia possesses as a naval station, 
more especially from its proximity to Toulon, and entirely concur in the expediency of 
watching and counteracting every effort of the enemy against that island. 

Your Lordship must be aware, that to put the island at all in an adcipiate state of de- 
fence would require a very considerable advance of money in the first instance, as well ;is a 
permanent allotment of funds for the support of a garrison. Inadequate measures of pre- 
caution may have a tendency rather to invite attack, than to provide for the ultimate secu- 
rity of the island; and any arrangement which can he really effected to its defence against a 
serious attack can only be discussed and settled with the King of Sardinia, and must be 
looked at as a question of expense, with reference to other claims upon our resources at the 
present mpment. 

Unless, therefore, your Lordship should have, at any particular moment, strong reason 
to believe that the French meditate an immediate attack, it does not appear to the King's 
Servants expedient that any advance should be* made to the persons iatrusted with, .the 
government of Sardinia. ' 

Your Lordship’s proposal with respect to pecuniary aid being limited to a progressive 
advance, not exceeding on the whole 40,000/. it appear^ to Ilis Majesty's Ministers that 
they will best meet the spirit of your Lordship’s suggestion, by authorizing you, in case you 
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shall have stron!; reason to apprche;iul an actual attack, to make such advances as your Lord- 
ship may think ht, not exceeding the amount above proposed. 

A sum of ready mopey at such a moment may enable the Viceroy to a^enihle the 
militia, and take other measures for immediate defence An aid of this nature.*under such 
cilcuinstunces, may with great propriety be granted without reference to his Sardinian 
Majesty; and 1 should hope that your Lordship's object of making the inhabitants of Sar- 
dinia look up to tlie British Government may be effectually answered, by its being under- 
stood that you have received instructions, not only to watch over the safety of Sardinia with 
your fleet, but that you are authorized, in case of immediate danger to the island, to make 
an advance of*money, with a view of enabling Government to assemble the militia, and to r 
provide for its immediate defence. 

The assurance of such tin aid wilt animate the Sardinians, and give them confidence in 
their means of repelling attack, supported by your Lordship's squadron. Should your Lord- 
ship be able to convince the Government of the importance of having their measures previ- 
ously arranged and digested, funds, even of the limited amount above stated, reserved for 
the moment of danger, will, together with such supplies as can be furnished from the fleet, 
enable them to call the whole into action; and I should hope, under this precautionary dis- 
cretion intrusted to your Lordship, that the island of Sardinia may be as effectually prevented 
from falling into the hands of France as it can by any plan which is not formed upon a large 
and permanent scale, and which must consequently depend for its adoption upon more 
general considerations. 

1 .shall immediately transmit orders to Sir Alexander Bidl at Malta, to answer any bills 
your Lordship may have ocra-sion to draw upon him with a view to this service; or if your 
Lordship should apprehend any difliculty in negociating hills under such circumstances, a 
supply of dollars has been forwarded to Afalta, which M’ill enable Sir Alexander Ball to fur- 
nish you with such pniportion of the assigned funds as your Lordship may think fit to 
require. 

I have the honour to he. My Lord, 

Vour Lordship's most obedient liumble servant, 

CASTLEUEAGH. 

To Vice Admiral Viscount Nelson, K. B. 


N" l-i. 

"Referred to at page 442. 

Lines iet'ifteti hy his Grace the Duke of Devonshire on the Battle ^fTf^fllgarK 

Oft had Britannia sought, 'midst dire alarms, 

Divine protection farther Sons in arms; 

Gen’rous and brave; but not from vices free, 

Britons from Heaven received a mix’d decree ; 
ifo crown the*ir Valour, yet to check their pride, 

Goo gave them Victory — but Nblson died. 
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Reftrrtd to at page 455. 

The Victory's Log oh tAe S Day of October^ 1 805 ; with the Names (f the several Officers, Sea- 
men, and Marines, Killed and JVounded on board that Ship, in the Battle of' Trafalgar. , 


Reniarka of H. M. Ship Victoty, on Monday, October 21, 1805. 


Fresh breezes and squally with rain— in third reef topsails. 
At 2" taken aback — came to the wind on starboard tack. 
At 4'' wore ship and up top-gallant yards. At 4" 15' out 
third reef topsails. 

At 5" 50' up mainsail, spanker, and down jib. 

At moderate breezes and hazy. 

Look-out ships making signals of the enemy’s positions. 

At s'* 40' wore ship. 

Do. weather. 

At 4" wore ship. At observed the enemy bearing E. by S. 
distance ten or eleven miles — bore up to the Eastward — 
out all reef topsails — set steering sa^ls and royals. ! 

Cleared for quarters. 

At 8" light breezes and cloudy — body of the enemy’s fleet j 
E. by S. distance nine or ten miles. < 

Still standing for the enemy’s van — the Royal Sovereign 
and her line of battle steering for the centre of the 
enemy’s line — the enemy’s line extending about N. N. £. 
and S.S.W. At 11" 40' Royal Sovereign commenced 
firing on the enemy, they having began firing at her at 
1 1* 30'. At 1 1 * 50' the enemy began tiring upon us — and 
four minutes past twelve opened our larboard guns at the 
enemy’s van. | 

Light airs and cloudy— standing towards the enemy’s van: 
with all sails set. At four minutes past twelve openedj 
our fire on the enemy’s van — in attempting to pass 
through their line fell on board the tenth and eleventh 
ships, when the action'became general— about l** 15' the 
Right Hon. Lord Viscount ‘Nelson, K. fi. and Commander- 
in-chief, Mras woundeAtin the shoulder. ,At 1* 30' thci 
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Remarks of If. M. Ship Victory, on Monday, October21, iBOf. 


Redoubtable having struck her colours we ceased firing 
our starboard guns, but continued enguged with the 
Santissinia Trinidada and some of the qaeiny’s ships on 
the larboard side — observed the Tcineraire between the 
Redoubtable and another French ship of the line, both of 
which had struck. 

The action continued general until 3 o’clock, when several 
of the enemy’s ships around us had struck — observed the 
Royal Sovereign with the loss of her main and niiaen 
masts, and several of the enemy’s ships around her dis- 
masted. At .3'’ 30' observed four sail of the enemy’s van 
tack and stand along oiir line, to windward— fired our lar- 
board guns, at those tliey would reach. At S'* 40' made 
the signal for our ships to keep their wind, and engaged 
the enemy’s van coming along our weather line. 

At 4” 15' the Spanish Rear Admiral to windward struck to 
some of our ships which had tacked after them — observed 
one of the enemy’s ships blow up, and fourteen sail of the 
enemy's ships standing towards Cadiz, and three sail of the 
enemy’s sliips staniling to the southward — partial firing 
continued until 4* 30' — 'When. a victory having been re- 
ported to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B. 
and Commander-in-chief, he died of his wound. At 5'“ 
the mizen-mast fell about ten feet above the poop. The 
lowcr-niast, yards, and bowsprit all crippled, rigging and 
sails very much cut. The ships around us very much 
crippled — several of our ships pursuing the enemy to lee- 
ward — saw Vice Admiral Collingwood’s flag flying on 
bord H. M. Ship Euryalus, and some of our ships taking 
possession of the prizes— struck top-gallant-masts, got 
up runners and tackles to secure lower-masts— employed 
clearing the wrecks of the yards and rigging— wore ship 
and .<>ounded in thirty-two fathoms, sandy bottom — ^stood 
to the southward under the remnants of the foresail and 
main-topsail— sounded from nineteen to thirteen fathoms. 

At s'* wore ship — at daylight saw our fleet and prizes, 
forty-three sail, in sight, still closing with our fleet — At 
. 6" Cape Trafalgar bore S. £. by £. distance four or five 
leagues. At 6" 3(f saw three of the enemy’s ships 
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Remarks of H. M. Ship Victory, on Monday^ October 21, 1805. ( 

— I t 

leeward, standing towards Cadiz — fresh breezes and 

cloudy — employed knotting tlie fo^e and main rigging, 

and fishing and securing the flower masts — struck the j 

forc-top-mast for a fish for the fore mast, which was very 

badly wounded. 

At noon fresh breezes and hazy. 


A List of Killed and IVounded on board H. M. Ship Hctory. 


Names. 

Killed. 

'file Rt. Hon. Lord Viscount j 

Nelson, K.B 1 

John Scott, Esq 

Charles William Adair . . • 


William Ram . . . 

Robert Smith . . . 
Thomas Whipple . . 
James Mansell . . . 
Thomas Daniels . . 
Thomas I'homas, (1) . 
James North . . . 

Alfred Taylor . . . 

James Parke . . . 

William Shaw . . . 
Richard Jewell . . . 
John Bowler . , . 

William Brown, (1) 
William Muck . . . 
George Smith, (1) 

John Wharton . . . 
John King .... 
Robert Davison . . 
Edward Waters . . 

John Corwar^cr . . 
William Thompson, (3) 
Thomas Johnson . . . 

Andrew Sack . . . 


Quality. 


Commander- ; 
in-chief, j 
Secrctarj'. 
Captain, 

R. Marines. 
Lieutenant, 
Royal Navy. 
Midshipman. 
Capt’s Clerk. 
Able. 

Landsman. 

Able. 

Ordinary. 

Able. 

Ordinary. 

Landsman. 

Ordinary. 

Landsman. 

Able. 

Landsman. 
Ordinary. 
Quarter Mast. 
Able. 

Ordinary. 

Able. 

Quarter Mast. 
Yeoman of 
the sheets. 


Names. 


Killed. 


Alexander Walker 
Aithur Ilcrwin 
John H\'I.sh, (C) . 

William Skinner . 
Joseph Ward 
James Skinner . . 

Stephen Sabine 
George Wilson 
Colin Turner . . 

» 

Rotful Marines 
George Cockrane . 
James Berry . . . 

James Green . 

John Brown, (1) 
Lambert Myers 
Samuel Wilkes . . 
George Kennedy . 
Daniel llillier . . 

John Brciinon . . 

James Norgrove 
Jcremiali G. l..cwis 
Charles Davis, (l) 
George M'^illmott . 
Bernard M'Manners . 
John Elbs worth 
William Cobourne 
William Jones . . 

W’illiam Ptvry . . 
John .Palmer . . 


Quality. 


Able. 

Ordinary. 

Able. 

Ordinary. 


Boy, S'* Class. 
Boy, S'* Class. 
Boy, S'* Class. 


Corporal. 

Drummer. 

Private. 
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Names. 


f Names. 

Quality. 

fVounded dangerously. 

John Pasco . . . . . 

Lieut.R.^avy 

fVounded slightly. 

J. G. Peake 

V< Lieut. R.M. 

William Rivers, (S) . . 

Midshipman. 

G. A. Westphal . . . * . • 

‘Midshipftian. 

Alex. Palmer, (since dead) . 


Richard Bulkeley 

— 

John Bush 

Ordinary. 

J. Geoghegan, (supemum.) 

A. Viet. Clerk. 

Daniel M'Phcrson . . 

Landsman. 

Joseph M‘Pherson . . . 

Landsman. 

Jo.siah Burgin 

Ordinary. 

Thomas Graham .... 

Ordinary. 

Henry Cr^mmcli, (since dead) 

Landsman. 

Thomas Collard .... 

Able. 

William Jones, (3) . . . 

— 

Robert Phillips .... 

Landsman.' 

Hans Anderson .... 

Able. 

Charles Leggc .... 

— 

David Buchan .... 

— 

David Conn 

— 

Joseph Gordon ... 

Ordinary. 

Daniel Leary 

Able. 

William Smith, (2) ( since dead) 

— 

William Taylor .... 

Ordinary. 

John Smith, (2) (since dead) 

— 

John Simms 

Able. 

William Taft 

Corp. Marines 

Samuel Cooper .... 

— 

Thomas Rayner .... 

Private Do. 

John Kentall 

Ordinary. 

John Gregory 

— 

Robert Gibson 

Able. 

William Knight .... 

— 

William Gillctt 

Ordinary. 

James Burgess 

— 

John Bomkworth .... 

— 

William Wells 

— 

Angus M'Donald .... 

Able. 

Benjamin Cooke .... 

— 

George Quinton .... 

Qt. Gunner. 

James Hines . . ' . . 

— 

Edward Grey ..... 

Ordinary. 

Benjamin Matthews . . . 

— 

Launceston Brown . . . 

Yeotn.Powd.Room 

Thomas Wilton .... 

— 

William Butler .... 

Able. 

Nich. Dean 

— 

Samuel Lovitt 

— 

John Saunders 

Boy, S'* Class. 

Daniel Munro 

— 

iroundcd badly. 


James Curry 

Michael M ‘Donald . . 

Ordinary. 

(ieorge Miller Bligh . . . 

Licut.R.Navy 

William Fall 

Michael Pennell .... 

Able. 

Lewis B. Reeves .... 

— 

Thomas Price 

_ 

William Ilonnor .... 

Qt. Gunner. 

Givanni Guinto .... 

Priv. Marine. 

Jeremiah Sullivan 

Able. 

Charles Chappel .... 

— 

Peter Hall 

I.ian<lsman. 

Samuel Green 


Thomas Green, (I) ... 

Able. 

James Feagan 


John Francois 

Ordinary. 

Isaac Harris 

•— 

William Castle .... 

Able. 

John Dutton 

t *** 

George Burton .... 

Ordinary. 

George Graves .... 

-w. 

James Parker 

— 

James Rogers 

— 

Edward Druce .... 

. • 

George Coulston 


William Darnold .... 

• 

Nich. Le Centre, ( supemum.) 

Able 

Edward Pad^ot^ .... 

Priv. Marines. 

James Wright 

Boats. Mate. 
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N" 15, Sect. 2. 

"SiU, • Kniy.ilus, o(r C.iiliJ!, October 2 Itli, IS03. 

In my letter oC the 22tl, I rletailcl to you, for the information of my I.ords Commit- ^ 
sioncrsot the Afimiralty, the proceedings of llis Majesty’s Squadron on tlie day of tiTe 
Actum, and tliat preceding it, since which I have had a continned series of mislor- 
tunes; hut they are of a kind tijat human prudence could not possibly provide against, 
or my skill prevent. 

• On the 22d in the morning, a strong southerly wind blew with scpiallv weatfier, which 
however did not prevent tin; activity of the Oflicers and Seamen of such ships as were, 
manageable, from getting hold of many of the Pri/es (thiiteen or fouiteen) and towing 
them oft to the, westward, where I ordered them to rendezvous round the lloyal Sovcieign, 
in tow by the Neptune: but on the 23d the gale increased, and the sea i an s«. high, that 
many of them biokc the tow'*rope, and drifted far to Iccwartl, before they were got hold 
of again, and some ol them, taking advantage of the clark and boisterous night, got beloie 
the wind j and have perhaps drifted upon the shore and sunk ; on tin; afternoon of that day 
the remnant of the ( ombined Fleet, ten sail of ships, who h.ad not been much engaged, 
stood up to lecwartl of my shattered and straggled Charge, as if meaning to attack''thcm! 
which obliged me to collect a force out of the least injured ships, and form to lecwartl for 
their defence ; all this retarded the progress of the hulks, and the bad weather continuing, 
determined me to dcstioy all the Icewardmust that could he cleared of the nieu, consider* 
iiig that keeping possession of the ships was a matter of little *eoiise(]uencc, compared 
with the chance ot their falling again into the hands ol the Kii< my : hut even this was an 
arduous task in the high sea which was nimiiiig. I liope, however, it has been accom- 
plished to a considerable extent; I entrusted it to skilful OlHccrs. who would spare, no pains 
to c.\ccutc what was possible. The Captains of the Piincc and Neptune cleared the Trini- 
dada, and sunk her. Captains Hope, Ikyntuii, ami Malcolm, who joined the Fleet this 
moment from Gibraltar, had the charge of destroying live othci-s. The Kedoidjlahle. sunk 
a-stern of the Swiftsure, while in tow. The Santa Anna, 1 have no doubt, is sunk, as her 
side M'as almost entirely heat in; and such is the shattered condition of the whole, of them, 
that unless the weather moderates, I di^ubt whether I shall be able to carry a slii|> of' them 
into port. I hope their Lordships will approve of what I (having only in eonsideratiini the 
destruction of the Enemy ’.s Fleet) have thought a measure of absolute necessity. I have 
taken Admiral Villencuve into this ship; Vice-Admiral Don Aliva is ilcad. ^^'heIlcvel• the 
temper of the weather will permit, and I can spare a frigate (for there were only I’onr in 
the Action with the Fleet, Euryalus, Sirius, Piiop.be, and Naiad; the Melpomene joined ibc 
22d, and the»Eurydicc and Scout the asd.) I shall collect the other Flag Orticci;s and send 
them to England with their Flags (if they do not go to the bottom) to be laid at Ilis 
M^esty’s feet. There were four thousand troops embarked, under the connuaml of General 
..Contamin, who iras taken with Admiral Villeneuvc iii the Bucentaur. 

; ' ' • - - , I am, Sir, ike. . C. COLLINGWOOD. 


VOLt II. 


ft M 
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N" 15, Sect. 3. 
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* •* • 

iMtcr from the Ri^ht Htnourahle Lord Coilingumd, Vice-Admiral of the Redt ^’ c . to 
% IVilliam Marsden^ Esq. dated on board the Eurijalus^ ojf Cadiz, October 28, 1805 

Sin, 

Since my Letter to you of tlie 24tb, staling the proceedings of llis Majesty’s Squadron, 
our situation lias been the must critical, and our employment the most arduous, that ever a 
ricct was engaged in. On the 24tb and 25th it blew a most violent gale of wind, which 
completely dispersed the ships, and drove the captured hulls in all directions, 

I have since been employed in collecting and destroying them where they are at anchor, 
upon the coast between Cadiz, and six leagues westward of Saint Lucar, without the 
prospect of saving one to bring into port. 

I mentioned in my funner Letter the joining of the Donegal and Melpomene after the 
Action : I cannot suflicicntly praise the activity of their Commanders in giving assistance 
to the Squadron in destroying the Enemy’s ships. 

The Defiance, after having stuck to the Aigle as long as it was possible, in hope of saving 
her from wreck, which separated her fur some time from the Squadron, was obliged to 
abandon her to her fate, and she went on shore. 

Captain Durham’s exertions have been very great. I hope I shall get them all de- 
stroyed by to-morrow, if the weather keeps moderate. 

In the gale the Royal Sovereign and Mars lost their foremasts, and are now rigging 
anew, where the body of the Squadron is at anchor to the N.W. of San Lucar. 

1 find, that on the return of (iravina to Cadiz, he was immediately ordered to sea again, 
and came out, which made it necessary for me to form a line to cover the disabled hulks. 
That night it blew liard, and his ship, the Prince of Asturias, was dismasted, and returned 
into port. I1ie Rayo was also dismasted and fell into our hands; Don Enrique M^Donel 
had his broad pendant in the Rayo, and from him I find the Saint Anna was driven near 
Cadiz, and towed in by a frigate. 


I am, &c. &c. &c. 


C. COLLINGWOOD. 



N® 15. Sbct. 


.^\PPENDIX. 



N“ 15, Skl't. 4. 

Gazette E*TKAOBUi»An», Nov. 27, 1805.** 

0 Letter received last night by the Honourable Captain Blachvootl, from dee Admi^alJ 

Lord Collingumd, Commander in Chief of His Majestfs Ships and lessels in the MedOkr- 

ranean, to fUtliam Marsden, Esq. dated on board His Majesty's Ship the Queen, ojf Cape 

Trafalgar, Noo. 4, 1805- 

• Sib, , 

On the 28th ultimo I informed you of the proceedings of the squadron to that time. 
T.he weather continuing very bad, the wind blowing from S. W. the squadron not in a situa* 
tion of safety, and seeing little prospect of getting the captured ships ofl’ the land, anti great 
risk of some of them getting into port, I determined no longer to delay the destroying them, 
and to get the squadron out of the deep bay. 

Tlie extraordinary exertion of Captain Capcl, however, saved the French Swiftsurc; and 
his ship, the Phoebe, together with the Donegal, Captain Malcolm, afterwards brought out the 
Dahama. Indeed nothing can exceed the perseverance of all the officers employed in this 
service :,Captaia Hope rigged and succeeded in bringing out the lldefonso. All of which will, 

I hope, have arrived safe at Gibraltar. For the rest, Sir, I enclose you a list of all the enemy’s 
fleet which were in the action, and how they are disposed of, which, I believe, is perfectly 
correct. 

I informed you, in my letter of the 28th, that the remnant of the enemy’s fleet came out 
a second time to endeavour, in the bad weather, to cut ofl’some of the hulks, when the R.iyo 
was dismasted, and fell into our hands: she atterwards parted her cable, went on shore, and 
was wreckeil. The Indomptable, one of the same squadron, was als*» driven on shore, 
wrecked, and her crew perished. 

The Santa Anna and Algeziras, being driven near the shore of Cadiz, got such assistance 
as has enabled them to get in; but the ruin of their fleet is as complete as could be expected, 
under the circumstances of fighting them close to their own shore: had the battle been in 
the ocean, still fewer would have escaped. Twenty sail of the line arc taken or destroyed ; 
and of those which got in> not more than three arc in a repairable state for a length of 
time. 

Rear Admiral Louis, in the Canopus, U'ho had been detached with the Queen, Spencer, 
and Tigre, to complete the water, &c. of these ships, and to see the convoy in safetj' a cer- 
tain distance up the Mediterranean, joined me on the 30th. 

In clearing the captured ships of prisoners, I found so many wounded men, that, to 
alleviate htlinan miseiy as much as was in my power, I sent to the Marquis de.Solana, Go- 
vernor-General of Andalusia, to offer him the wounded to the care of their Country, on 
receipts being given: a proposal which was received with the greatest thankfulnc.ss, not only 
by tee Governor, but the whole country resounds wifh*expressions of gratitude.* Two French 
frigates were sent out to Kccive them, with a proper officer to give receipts, bringing with 
them ell tee English who had been wrecked in several of *he ships, and an offer from the 
Mftrqnis de Solana of the use of their hospital for ou^^wo'; aeQ, pledging ^e honour of Spain 
for their being ca^uliy attended. ' • * 
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I have ordered most oft tlif Spanish prisoners to be released; the officer? on parole, the 
men for rtVeipts given, and a condition that they do not serve in war by sea or land until 
exchanged. ^ f 

By my correspondence with the jMarqnis, I found that Vice Admiral D/AIiva w;is not 
f dead, but dangerously wounded; and 1 wrote to him a letter, claiming him as a prisoner of 
Wt'^r. A copy of wliieh 1 enclose, togetlicr with a state of the Flag Oflicers of the combined 
fleet. 


I am, &c. 


C. COLLINOWOOD. 


I* 


A Lht of the Combined Fleets of France and Spaniy in the Action of the 2\st f October^ 1805 , 
of ( 'ape Trafalgai\ shomng hvu: they are disposed of. 


1. Spanish sliip. San Ildefonso, of 74 guns; Brigadier Don Joseph de Vargas. — Sent to 
Ciibraltar. 

2. Spanish ship. S^n Juan Nepoiniiceno, of 74 guns; Brigadier Don Cosme Churruca. — 
Sent to (jihraltar. 

3. Spanish ship. Bahama, of 74 guns; Brigadier Don A. D. Galiano. — Sent to Gibraltar. 

4. French ship. Swift.surc, of 74 guns; Monsieur Villema'rin. — Sent to Gibraltar. 

5. Spanish ship. Monarca, of 74 guns; Don leodoro Arguinosa. — Wrecked off Saint 
Lucar. 

6. French ship, Fougeux, of 74 guns; Monsieur Boaudouin.— Wrecked off Trafalgar: 
all perivhed, and thirty of the Tcmerairc's men, 

7. French ship, liulomptahle, of 84 guns; Monsieur Hubert, — Wrecked off* Rota: all 
perished. 

8. French ship. Bucentaur, of 80 guns; Admiral Villcncuve, Commander in Chief; 
Captains Prigny and Majendie. — Wieckod on the Porques; some of the crew .saved. 

;), Spanish ship. San Francisco dc Assis, 74 guns; Don Louis de Flores. — Wrecked near 
Kota. 

10. •Spanish ship. El Kayo, of 100 guns; Brigadier Don licnrique Macdonel. — Wrecked 
near San Lucar. 

11. Spanish .ship. Neptuno, of 84 guns; Brigadier Don Cay ctano Valdes. — Wrecked 
between Kola and Catolina. 

HI, French ship. Argoiiaute, of 74 guns; Monsieur Epron.— On shore in the port of 
Cadi/. 

13. French ship. Berwick, of 74 guns; IMonsieiir Camas, — Wrecked to the northwaid of 

St. Lucar. . 

14. French ship. Aiglc. of 74 guns; IMonsicur Courrcgc. — Wrecked near Rota. 

15. rrencli ship. Achillc, of 7+ gum; Monsieur de Nicuport. — Burnt during the action. 

Id. iTcych ship. Intrrpide, of 7+ guns; Monsieur Infornet. — Du/nt by the Britannia. 

17. Spanish ship. San Augustyi, guns; Brigadier Don Felipe X Cagigal. — Burnt 
hy the Leviatlian. 

18. Spanish sffip. Santisskna Trinidada, of 140 guns;. Rear Admiral Don Baltazar H.' 
Cisneros; Brigadie> Don F. Driartc.— ^unk by the Prince, Neptune, &c. 
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1£). French ship, Redouhtable, of' 74 guns •-■•Monsieur 'ijiicas — Sunk astern of' tlic 
Swil'tsurc; Tcineraire lost thirteen, and Swiftsurc ’five men. * , 

20. Spanish ship. Argunauta, of SO guns; Don Antonio Pareja. — Sunk hy the Ajax. 

21. Spanish ship. Santa Anna, of 112 guns; ^icc Ailmiral Dutulgnatio D'AIiva; Cap- 
tain l3on Josepll de Ganhxpii. — T:ikcn, lint got into C'adiz in tlin gale, <lisiii.istcd. 

22. French .ship. Algcziras, of 7-1 guns; Hear Admiral Magon, (kdleil); Captain Mom- ’ 

sicur Uruaro. — ^'raken, hut got into Cadiz in the gale, di^ma^ted. ’ 

S3. French ship. Plntou, of 71- gun.s; Monsieur Casmao.' — Hetnrncd to Cadiz in a .sink 
ing .state. 

24. Sp.anish ship, San .Tuste, of 74 guns; Don Miguel Gaston. — Returned to C'adiz: 
has a foremast only. 

25. Spanish ship. San Leandro, of Hi. guns; Don .loseph de (juevedo. — Returned to 
Cadiz, dismasted. 

26. French ship. Neptune, of K4giins; Monsieur Maistral. — Uclurncd to Cmliz, and 
perfect 

27. French ship. Ilcros, of 74 guns; Monsieur Poulain. — Returned to (.'adiz: lower 
in.asts in, and Admiral Rossilic's flag on board. 

28. Spanish ship. Principe d’Asturias, of lift guns; Admiral Don F. Gravina, Don An- 
tonio Escano, &c. — Returned to Cadiz, dismasted. 

29* Spanish ship. Montanez, of 7 1 guns; Don Francisco Alcedo. -Returncil to Cadiz. 

30. French ship. Formidable, of 80 guns; Rear Admiral Dumaiioir.— Hauled to the 
southward, and escaped. 

31. French ship. Mout-Blanc, of 74 guns; Monsieur de Villegrics. —Hauled to the 
southward, and escaped. 

32. French ship. Scipion, of 74 guns; Monsieur Reringcr.' — Hauled to the southward, 
and escaped. 

33. French ship. Duguay Trouin, of 74 guns; Monsieur Toufllet. 'Hauled to the 
southward, and escaped." 


ABSTRACT. 

At Gibraltar 4 

Destroyed 16' 

In Cadiz, wrecks ... 6 

In Cadiz, serviceable . . 3 

Escaped to the southward 4 

Total 33 

» 

* Tlie four last meutioned ships were captured by Sir Richard Strach.tn on the 24th of November 


VOIm II. 
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A Dst of the Names and Rank of the Flag. Officers of the Combined Fleets of France and Spain, 

in the Action the Hist iff' October, laos. >■ 

I 

Adniiml Villencuvc, C6nimaiuler in Chief; Bucentaur. Taken. 

Admiral Don Federico (iravina; Principe D' Asturias. Escaped in Cadiz: wounded in 
the arm. 

Vico Admiral Don I{i;natio Mari.a D’Aliva; Santa Anna. Vfounded severely in the head: 
taken, hut was driven into Cadiz in the Santa Anna. 

Rear Admiral Don lialtazar Hidalgo Cisneros; Santissima Trinidada. Taken. , 

Rear Admiral Magon; Algcziras. Killed. 

Rear Admiral Dumauoir; Formidable. Escaped. 


To his Excellency the Marquis de Solana, Captain General of Andalusia, G.overnor, ^c. ^c. 

if Cadis. 

Mv Loro Marquis: Enryalos, off Cadiz, Oci. 27111 , laos. 

A great number of Spanish subjects having been wounded in the late action between the 
British and combined fleets of Spain .and France, on the 21st inst. humanity, and my desire 
to alleviate the sutferiugs of these wounded men, dictate to me to offer to your Excellency 
their enlargement, that they may be taken proper care of in the hospitals on shore; provided 
your Excellency will send boats to convey them, with a proper officer to give receipts for the 
number, and acknowledge them in your Excellency’s answer to this letter to be prisoners of 
war, to be exchanged before theyeerve again. 

I beg to assure your Excellency of my high consideration, and I am, &c. 

C. COLLING WOOD. 


Conailixis on •uhich the Spanish nvunded Prisoners were released and sent on Shore to the 

Hospital. 

f Giiilliamc Valverde, have been authorised and empowered by the Marquis de Solana, 
Govermn General of Andalusia and of Cadi/, to receive from the English squadron the 
wounded prisoners, and such persons as may be necessary to their cal!t|; which release and 
enlargement of the wounded, &c. is agreed to on the part of the Commander in Chief of the 
British s(|ua(iron, on the positive condition that none of the said prisoners shal( be employed 
again in any public service of the crown of Spain, cither by sea or laud, until they are regu* * 
larly exchanged. 

^ignrd,on board His Britannic J^fajesty’s ship Euryahis, at sea, Ogt. 30, 1805. 

GUILL. DE VALVERDE, 
Edecan de S. £. 
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To Vice Admiral "Don fgnalio Maria D'Aliva;- sent under cover to Admiral C/ravina. 

« * * 

oIA* Eui|p.ilus. Cadiz, (K't. SO, isori. 

It is with great |}1ea.siirc that I have heart! the wound you received in the action is in 
Iiopeful way of recovery, and that your country may i>lill have tin: benefit of your futjiie 
service. 

But, Sir, you surrendered yourself to me, and it was in consideration only of tlic state of 
your wound that you were not rcraovctl into my ship. 1 could not disturb the rc|)(^sc ol‘ a man 
supposed to be in his last moments; but your sword, the cinhicin t)f your service, was delivered 
to me by your Captain, and I c.Kpcct that you consider yourself a prisoner of war until you 
shall be regularly exchanged by cartel. 

1 have the honour, &c. 

C. COLLI NO WOOD. 


■ An Abstract of the Killed and iVounded on Intard the respective Ships compihdng the. liritish Squa- 
dron, under the Command of the Right Honourable Vice Admiral Lord Viscount Nelson, in 
the Action of' the ^Ist of October, 1S05, off Cape Trafalgar, tcilli the Combined Fleets of 
France, and Spain. ^ 

Viclorp. — 4 oflicers, 3 petty oflicers, 32 seamen, and 18 m^iucs, killed: 4 othcers^ 

3 petty olliccrs, 59 seamen, and 9 marines, wounded. Total 132. 

Royal Sovereign. — S oflicers, Spotty oflicers, Sy seamen, and 13 marines, kille<l: 3 oflicers, 
5 petty oflicers, 70 seamen, and 16 marines, wounded. Total J41. 

Britannia. — 1 oflicer, 8 seamen, and 1 marine, killed : 1 ofliccr, 1 petty ollicer, 33 sea- 
men, and 7 marines, wounded. Total 52. 

lemeraire. — 3 officers, I petty oflicer, 35 seamen, and 8 marinc.s, killed: 3 oflicers, 
2 petty oflicers, 59 seamen, and 12 marines, woumicil. Total 123. 

Prince. — None. . 

Neptune. — 10 seamen, killed: 1 petty ofliccr, 3t) seamen, and 3 marines, wounded. 
Total 44. 

Dreadnought, — 6 seamen, and 1 marine, killed: I oflicer, 2 petty oflicers, ly seamen, and 

4 marines, wounded. Total 33. 

Tonnant. — Not received. 

Alars, — 1 officer, 3 petty officers, 17 seamen, ami 8 marines, killed: 4 oflicers, 5 petty 
officers, 44 |eamcn, and l6 marines, wounded. Total ys. 

Belleroplu>n.-—S officers, 1 petty oflicer, 20 seamen, and 4 marines, killed; 2 oflicers, 
4 petty officers, 97 seamen, and 20 marines, wounded. Total 150. 

Minotaur.— 3 seamen, killed: 1 officer, 1 pet%y oflicer, 17 seamen, and 3*\ariucs, 

wounded. Total 25 . . , * , 

' Reoenge. — 2 petty officers, 18 seamen, and 8 marines, killed: 4 officer.^ 35 seamen, and 

9 matincs, wounded. Total 79* • '• 

Conqueror, — ^2 officers, I seaman, killed: 2 offil^rs, 7 seamen, wounilcd. Total 12. 
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Leviathan. — { scanieri, and a marines, killed :'l petty oflicer, 17 seamen, and 4 marines, 
wounded. 'Potal ad. ' ' , 

a seamen, killed: 9 seamen, wounded. Total 11. 

Orion. — 1 seainai'/,' killed: 2 petty olliccrs, 17 seamen, and 4 marines, wounded. 
Total 24. , ' • 

* * A<famannon. — 2 seamen, killed; 7 seamen wounded. Total 9. 

'' Spartiatc.—i seamen, killed: I oflicer, 2 petty oflicers, 16 .seamen, and 1 mariuc, 
M'ouniled. Total 23. 

Africa. — 12 seamen, and 6 marines, killed: 2 oflicers, 5 petty officers, 30 seamen, and 
7 marines, ^M’oundcd. 'I'otal ()2. 

BcUeislc.—i oflicers, 1 petty oftiecr, 22 seamen, and 8 marines, killed: 3 oflicers, 3 petty 
ofliccr.s, 6S seamen, and I9 marines, wounded. Total 126. 

Colossus. — I oflicer, 31 seamen, and 8 marines, killed: 5 oflicers, 9 petty ollicers, 1 15 sea- 
men, and 31 marines, wounded. Total 200. 

Achille.— 1 petty oflicer, fl seamen, and 6 marinc.s, killed : 4 oflieers, 4 petty officers, 
37 seamen, and 14 marines, wounded. Total 72. 

Poli/phi‘ntu.i. — 2 seamen, killed: 4 seamen, wounded. Total 9. 

Su'ijlsnrc.- 7 seamen, and 2 marines, killed: 1 petty officer, 6 seamen, and 1 marine, 
wounded. Total I7. 

Defence. — 1- seamen, and 3 marines, killed: 23 seamen, and 6 marines, wounded. — 
Total 36. 

Thunderer.—^ seannvn, and 2 marines, killed: 2 petty oflicers, 9 .seamen, and 1 marine, 
wounded. Total I6. 

Defiance.— officer.^ 1 petty officer, 8 seamen, and 6 marines, killed: I officer, 4 petty 
officers, 3.9 seamen, and 9 marines, wounded. Total 70. 

Total. — 21 officers, 1.5 petty officers, 283 seamen, and 104 marines, killed: 41 officers, 
57 petty officers, 879 seamen, and 196 marines, wounded. Total 1587. 

C. COLLING WOOD. 


Jletimujjf the Xames of the Officers and Pet Ip Officers killed and wounded on hoard the Ships 
of the British Sijuadrun, in the Action tcilh the Combine^ Fleets of France and Spain, o^' 
Cape Trafalgar, on the '‘2\st October, 1805. 

KILLED. 

’■ I’ictory. — ^The Kigbt Hon. Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B. Vice-Admiral of the White, 
Cominaiuler in Chief, &c. &c. &e. John Scott, Esq. Secretary; C’harles William Adair, 
Captain of the Royal Marines; William Ram, Lieutenant, R.N.; Robert Smith and Alexander 
Palmer, AlkMiipmen; Thomas Whipple, Captain’s Clerk. * 

Royal Sux'ereign. — Brice Gilliland, Lieutenant; William Chalmers, Master; Robert Green, 
Sccon/'Lieutenant of Ro} al Marines ;< John Aitkenhead and 'fhomas Braund, Miflshipmcu. 
Britannia. — Francis Roskruge, J..ihutcnant. • 

• a • , 

7’mmd/r.— Simeon Burigny, Captain of Royal Marines; John Kingston, Lieutenant of 
Royal Marines; Lewis Oadc.S) Carpenter ; William Pitts, Midshipman. 

Prince, — None. — Neptune. No\\e./-Dreadnoughl. None. 
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Tonnant. — -^o Return. , 

• Mars. — George Dulf, Captain ; Alexander Dufli Master’s Mate ; Edmund* Corbyn and 
Henry Morgiin, Midshipmen. 

^elkrophon.—t^ohn Cooke, Captain; Edward 'Overtoil, Master; Jolm Simmeus, Mid< 
shipman. * 

Minotaur — None. 

Reoenge. — Thomas Grier, and Edward F. Brooks, Midshipmen. 

Conqueror. — Robert Lloyd and William St. George, Lieutenants. 

Leviathan. — None. — /IJax. None. — Orion. None. — Agamemnon. None.— 

JCone. — Africa. None. f 

Rellcisle. — Ehenezer Geall, and John Wooden, Lieutenants; George Nind, Midshipman. 
Colossus. — ^Thomas Sc riven, Master. 

Achitle. — Francis John Mugg, Midshipman. 

Polyphemus. — None.— i&x/iitfwre. None. — Defence. None. — Thunderer. None. 
Defiance. — Thomas Si mens, Lieutenant; William Foster, Boatswain; James Williamson, 
Midshipman. 


WOUNDED. 


I’ictory. — John P^co and G. Miller Bligh, Lieutenants; Lewis B. Reeves and J. G. 
Peake, Lieutenants of Royal Marines; William Rivers (slightly-), G. A. Westphall, and 
Richard Bulkeley, Midshipmen ; John Geoghegan, Agent Vietuall^’s Clerk. 

Rcyal Sovereign. — John Clavcil and James Bashford, Lieutenants; James leV^sconte, 
Second Lieutenant of Royal Marines; William Watson, Master's Mate; Gilbert Kennicott, 
Grenville Thompson, John Campbell and John Farrant, Midshipmen; Isaac Wilkinson, 
Boatswain. 

Britannia. — Stephen Trounce, Master; William Grant, Midshipman. 

Temeraire.— James Mould, Lieutenant; Samuel I. Payne, Lieutenant of Royal Marines ; 
John Brooks, Boatswain ; T. S. Price, Master’s Mate ; John Eastman, Midshipman. 

Prince. — None. 

• Neptune Hurrell, Captain’s Clerk. 

Dreadnought. — James L. Lloyd, (slightly) Lieutenant; Andrew M'Ciilloch and James 
Saflin, Midshipmen. 

Tbnnmi/.^No Return. . 

Mars. — ^Edward Garrett and James Black, Lieutenants; Thomas Cook, Master; Tln^; 
Norman, Second Captain of Royal Marines; John Yonge, George Guiren, William John 
Cook, JohnJenkips, and Alfred LuckraR, Midshipmen. ^ 

Betlerophhn. — James Wemyss, Captain of Royal Marines; Thomas Robinson, , Boatswain ; 
Edward Hartley, Master’s Mate; William N. Jewell, James Stone, Thomas Bant, and. 
GeOTge Pearson, Midshipmen. , 

. jl/uiatour.— James Robinson, Boatswain ; John Sanmel Smith, Midshipman.* 

, ^ J{eviptJ‘e.'>->Robert Moorsom, Captain > (slightly) ; Luke firokenshaw. Master; 'John Berry, 
IJeut|nant| Peter Lily (slightly)^ Captain of Royal Marines. ^ 

.''VvToi* xi; 6 0 
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Conqueror. — i^^iomas Wearing, Lieutenant of Royal INrarincs; Philip MVndcl, Lieutenant 
)f his ImpcWal Majesty's Navy, (both slightly). 

Leviathan. — J. W. Watson, Midshipman, (slightly.) 

Ajax. — None. ♦ 

^ Orion. Sause, C. P. Cable, Midshipmen, (both slightly.) 

Azamemnon — None. 

f* * ^ ^ ^ 

.Spartidte.—iohn Clarke, Boatswain; fielluirs and Knapman, Midshipmen. 

-Matthew Ilay, Acting Lieutenant; James Tyumore, Captain of Royal Marines; 
Henry West and Abraham Turner, Master’s Mates ; Frederick White (slightly), Philip J. 
Elmhupit, rndJolm P. Bailey, ^Midshipmen. 

liellehle. — William Terric, Lieutenant; John Owen, First Lieutenant of Royal Marines; 
Andrew Gibson, Boatswain; William Henry Pearson and William Cnlficld, Master’s Mates; 
SamHelJago, Midshipman; J. T. Hodge, Volunteer, first Class. 

Colossus. — .lamc-s N. Morris, Captain ; George Bully, Lieutenant ; William Foster, Acting 
Lieutenant; John Benson, Lieutenant of Royal Marines; Henry Milbanke, Master's Mate ; 
William Herringhain, Frederick Thistleway tc (slightly), Thomas G. Reece, Henry Snellgrove, 
Rawdon M'Lcan, George Wharrie, Tim. Renou and George Denton, Midshipmen; William 
Adamson, Boatswain. 

.7t‘A///e. -Parkins Prynn (slightly) ‘and Josias Bray, Lieutenants; Prahms Westroppe, 
Captain of Royal Marine.'}; W’illiam Leddon, Lieutenant of Royal Marines ; George Pegge, 
Master's Mate; William H. Staines and William J. Snow, Midshipmen; William Smith 
Warren, Volunteer, first'Class. 

Polpphemus. — Nonc.«, ^ 

Swij'tsure. — Alexander Bell Handcock, Midshipman. 

Oefcnce. — None. 

Thundertr . — violin Snell, Master's Miite ; Alexander Galloway, Midshipman. 

Defiance. — P. C. Durham (slightly) Captain ; James Spratt and Robert Browne, Master's 
Mates ; John Hodge and Edmund Andrew Chapman, Midshipmen. 

C. COLLINGWOOD. 


N" 15, Sect. 5. 

Admirsily Office, Nof. SO, isos. 

Copy rf a Letter from the Honourable Captain Blackwood, if His Majesty's ship Euryalus, to 
IVilliam AJarsden, Esq. dated this dt^ at the Admiralty. * 

Sin, 

^fiservmg in the Gazette Extraordinary of the S7th instant, that the number of the 
‘ enemy’s ships taken and dcstroycjl, in 9onse({uence of the action of the Slat of October, is 
stated at f.enty sail of the line, I take the liberty of mentioning to you, for the informa- 
tion of my LordV Commissiofiers of the Admiralty, that as this must be inteifded to include 



.311 


N- 15, S1CT..5. ^ A P P K.*N D I X. 

the French sliip Argoiiaute, of sevent^-fbhr guns, ^v4iich ^liip f hafl an opp^luiiity of know- 
ing w^HS safe ny the port oi' Cadiz, it Avill he proper to state tlic actual nunil)er taken and 
destroyed at mneteen sail of the line. This apparent inaccuracy was occasioned by the 
despatch of tte Commander in Chief, dated the ^th, liaving hecifftiade up before my last 
return with a\lag of truce from that port. ^ 

I am, &t“. • 0 

HKNRY 15LACK\y()01> 


• Ailinu.illy Office, Dccviifbct a, 1H06. 

Copy of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Lord CoUingtrood, tolilU'mm Mursdvn, Esq. dated on board 
the Queen, off Cape Spar tel, the y/A November, 1805. 

Sir, 

I enclose for their Lordships’ Information, the Toimant’s Return of killed and wounded 
in the Action with the Combined Fleets oil' Cape Trafalgar, the 21st ultimo, wliich I reccivtul 
yeterday, and now completes them. 

I am, Ac. 

C. COLLING WOOD. 


An Abstract of the killed and epoflcfed on board His Majestfs Ship Tthwanti in the Action with 
the Combined Fleets of France and SpaiHy off Cape Trafalgar ^ 2 l.y/ October, 1805.* 

Killed^l Petty Officer, I6 Seamen, and y Marines.— "Jblal 2U. 

Wmnded — ^ Officers, 2 Petty Officers, SO Seamen, and 16 Marines.— Total 50. 

Officers William Brown, Midshipman. 

Officers wounded. — Charles Tyler, Captain; Richard Little, Boatswain; William Allen, 
Clerk ; .Henry Ready, Master’s Mate ; the three last slightly. 

C. COLLINGWOOD. 


THE END. 













